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INTRODUCTION TO THE ENGLISH EDITION 

book b a in » sboimwcl fbmi of the second edition 

of Gemum work. Die wimcA^tBcAen tmd sapaLsn Grundlagen dtr Euro-- 
pSkehm Kolturmcwkkhoig^ ~whkh was pul^slicd in Vienna in 

Ctrts have been made fim ia the aeoko^ conctnied with the ol^ hbioiicif 
theories of the problems here dealt wiih^ and secondlv in ibedisaissinaof cppi^ring 
ihc3ie$ andof die material ykJded hy rrsearsek ht many plaoem also, the investigat- 
lion into the origin of pbee-nanxs and the examples pvu fortrard m iHustmiioti 
hm been consklerably sbortoved Cenim passages n&mng mcnc parttailarly 
to En^and have been omiued^ since a more dmil^ pt^^entsman of tl^ material 
ian be fcnind In the works of En^ish scholars, wli2e in tfak English fidttkm 
of my book smss b laid mtber upma eondiriom prevailing on the CcntriKne. 
The reader desirous of a fuller exposition than Is gjven m these abbreviated 
sectkniis^ onay refer to the foomotes indicaring the corresponding passages In 
the German edlrion^ 

I ihoiiid consider tt a groat honoar tf by means of this transIaJCkm the roults 
of my Ittstoriical research may be spread thraughout the Englisb-speakirig woiMl 
M y 9pedai thanks ure due; to Frofessor Eileen Power* who is 

ihc InarigaiDT of this translation, and who has thion^out g^ven her expert advice 
and support to the urtdemkbg. Then I would extend my very warm thanks 
to the tzansLutirs diemselviis, ^txss M. G* Bard and Mrs. Nadine Mn^hall, and 
to the publisher for the pleasing appearance of the book* To colleague, 
* ProfessOT Ema Patzelt, I am once again must tfeeply intfehTed for ihe diffirat 
task she has AiMlfed in shortniir^ die German edition—a tadt whkh demanded 
not <m!y the greatest femlliarhy with the utih^ecc-matiinr, hut also a ^'tnpaihetk 
undetst^lng of die whole cmuxiptkin of the wotk*. Finally panici^ thanks 
are doe to Rlcheoda Fayne,'^^ has j^ormed the arduous work of dieckli^ 

footnotes and sedtig die book throiigb the press. “ 
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I THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FOUNDATIONS OF 
EUROPEAN CIVILIZATION 

CiiAFim I 

THE INFLUENCE OF CONTEMPORARY .VtomiENTS ON 
HISTORICAL RESEARCH 

T^HE reIsQonsIup df tne Ocmi&tis to the Ro mans and dvilizadon tlic 
J. begin oing of die so-alied Middle Ages ts one of ibe oldest of liistorital 

E itJeins, and one upon whiefa, as long as a science of history has csisted, 
turiam have been ohliged to adopt a ddiaiie {xnjtiarL. But, however enuf-h 
dieir opinions tnay have diflered in detail, one fnndatnental idea lias peisisied, 
and in spite of DCcasianELt ebaUenges still maintains its sway even in ihe most 
recent works of liistartcal leseai^. That iundamentaJ idea is the concepdon 
of the Genmn Baiinrians as a people without culttue, eaeinics of civ-ilcation, 
who fell upon the old world and brought about its min and d^-tniedom It is 
usuaJiy assumed that a sharp opposition existed between the Roman adnunistm^ 
tion as it then existed and tin* embryonic poliihnt development of the newcomers, 
and it is this hostility whidi is li^ to have caused the downfall of Andquiry, 
together with the pillage of most of its countkss tteasures. Ii» many books it 
is suggest^ dm this ainazing period of destruction in world liistory was of 
shortduratioQ,and wssbroughtaboiubythegreat migraitonsot V^ktrwmiimng^ 
which w<Mc someiinKS even diou^t to liave occupied no mote than a century 
(ajmroximaldy from a-t>- jfo- 4 jo)» At best this great uansidon from Rornatiism 
fo GenTumBiii was described as if, wiihout any iunsmcxiUie dn* ** h^banc " 
Germans bed appeared side by side urith andeni civltizadon at its bdglit and 
had oaiy gndujdEy asslfnibied sdtne eli^nents of its culture through die expan^iioa 
of ihe Roman Church, Even Karl Lanipiedu took diis view, ** Tims,” he 
vnjisc in " liie ]imdl had A dual appeanmee^ Side by side with the subtle 
luxi^ of the Roman tilGizT and mercham iBere appeared the pitiably imciviibed 
native barbarnns; ttlcrc W4H no haimonJous mingling of the rvo-*^ ^ 

Aldmugfi Dh Sdtafer ^tributes the rise of European crvihzanoxi to the 
ustial jourocs—Roman Empie^ Chrbtutti rcltgionj and German n atio nal 
dtaraciertstks ■—he, too, cctn^dera that n development on a new biKw began 
widi the Germaii states in thefifdi cenmry, and dun a new world ih« appeared 
in place ot the Gneco-Roman one* **It was unavoidable th^t some details 
should be adopted from the Romans," * hut the medieval state was neUnhcless 
“ a German invention, for a long lirae dumsy, and not to be compared in the 
esteni of its inUuence- dtlier external or internal, with the gi^mtic organbuttinn 
of tlie Roman Empire. But from the ndns a tiew seed germinated*"^ Tb& 

* tjiftpnchl^ ti, 11$. 

1 Sch^ibr, ^iitldaicET. ^tli ^ 

* Ibid., 7i ^ 
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1 EUROPEjVN CiVlUlATtON 

of iHft Ccnnjul $}Urif m liim mu|iia3Eip^b1a. tlioughf 

ihjt tht fouiuLitiDru of Itimuii soc^iciy quiddy retild to the CemLtn 
bempenuncnt and wrre capaJsle of dl^vdDpmonl^ but dun the gains of antiquity 
tfisappear^ and were for centuries almost forgotten..^ Tlierafore Sdbilbri loo^ 
spnks of a “ tetrograde $tep a " desmictiCHi of Roman culture by the 
barboTORs **. 

How did fbb lundamenial [heoty concerning the origin of European culture 
come to be lidd ? It grew' up^ in my opinion, with the great intdlecniol movtineni 
which set in in the mIddie of tbt fifreciuh centuryi and is ca$jly comprehexisible 
If we remeniber this hbroricol origin. Hie renaissance of dassiol oniiquity 
tnvokinionly gave rise to a particuliif attitude of mind ui Italy tm the subject 
of (he important pi:obIem of the German conquest of Home- The more the 
ancient world was studied and admired fay sdiobis, the more stEtmgly did they 
fed Its downFoli s a natioitai rnkfortune* The marvellDus picture of that perfect 
culturei pomied by the fancy of iis admireT^ makes it easily <X3mpreliensrbk that 
die conqueroB of the Ei>inan Empire should liave sccnipd mere rough and 
violeot savage all tl» more sn bcmise the picture was based not on condittom 
during die period of conquest ( the fifiJt century a.o.) bm on those of die gulden 
age of Rot^ m and lileiaturc. Czsar and Tacitus w-ere read and their term 
ktriari was adopted, faut with quite a different meaning from dm which it liod 
hdd for tlidr conranpomiics, Fmm the paint of view of the Renai^iince 
Humanists^ the Gernians, who were outskle the great dvliimion of 
were the enemies and destroyets of dvitiiation^ neitb^ did the Humanists observe 
how corapleteSy ih^ were givUig the lie to their own audioiities, nor how 
strongly ihi$ view conflicted mth that held by the Rornon oudiois. For Todtus, 
with his high ethical ev'aluaikui and even admlradon of those ** b^trfcsirLiins ”, 
WHS contrasting Gemen customs with (!ie degenaadDn p-f Roman odminisp^ 
tion and the strikhig decline of ancient culture^ and drawing m impltdr motaL 

The more splendid the works of art which were discovered by the newly- 
awokmed mtErest in antiquity, die more hostile to dvilizntkm did the German 
eonqueron ileem. Hie hi^y sensiiive Imagination of these Southemers, whose 
eaihiisiasm so quiddy leads lo ecstatic exaggcfatioti, ctnild that iiansitloii 

from c ht s s i cal to Geimamc rule only tn the tiglu of a otastiophe^ ihe violet 
shattering of 3 Roman world, which ww believed to have remained unimiched 
until diac time ^ for they hod no conception of the proofs of hbtoric eontmuiry^ 
Upon the Germans, or die Goths^ as the Italian 1 liimonists called tlwri, was plooi^ 
the main responsibility for the downfall of iLc Roman world. To tlie nco- 
dassicol artists of the Renaissmte, everything dial lay berween them and ibeir 
admired models seemed ** Godiic batbozism ait attitude which was^ perliaps, 
most Iiotshly express! by Rloreces, crying in iqjo: Cursed be the nun 
who invented diia WT^tefaed Gothic architecture; oidy a Baiharion people 
ocnild have brouglit ii to Iialy/* * 

IcaliiD Hmnimism, then, crossed tlie Alps and created in Northern Europe 
also on enthusiasm for cUsioil culture. It is true that a oahoiial opposition 
a^unst the cxiteme Itolan position soon mode itself felt, espcdalJy in Gemiany, 
and led to active rereardi into the German pasr.^ Sut it must not be fuigonen 

^ ^*4^ 7 ^ * Cl NcifllUflia, ^Tf^inzbnuXiAf A'hWW MkJ (ijm), |7* 

# ** J»dlJlwwa, sm /in I}*uutAhfiJ uni^ ^wf 

fiutMornimmj-f ^ kiJii^ pixS^hw dtt^MimltduTM taJ ^oL WilKrGflaa^ 

7*fF. 
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that G^rmirn I loo^ bcJiewd the feJJ of ihe Rc^mn Empn m Have hem 

a cabmltyAndh^ cbe Gennans fespoMihle fuj' ii. Bven mm Itkc Ikams Rbenajius^ 
w]io was perlvip$ tbe to a better under^iaiulbg of iLe mHulonifiip 

of Cmrnn^ and Romaju^ Lmmot hiticrly over tbe disatructStia of the mudt admired 
£n]pli& To liliD« the Gomia? are piitktg?E:rs^ baebamns in ihe modem f n^ 
of the word^ Lc- Ffe dot^ h b ^ a vsluabb possessfor) die 

high degiee of fteedom they hiid cidm.^atcd; btit Ik reganij even the Frinks 
as being prunarity detroyers^ wlio devastated the towns and ertsbved the Roinan 
provmoGs which they conquered^ as the Hims of Atdb had done before 
chem.^ The German Humanists had zoo gieai a respect and admiration for 
classicnE imtiqiiity, and die ^amtxs from wtlcb drew were tw biased, for 
them to be able to undersutrid the red and iodependent part played by German 
cnlttne in the deveiopment of the new states of the early Msddie Aget, 

This Humanisde theory of the p^r heEd sway for a long tinve- It was the 
hjndamental hypotliesis on which subsequeni th^ries were always btdiif and 
Its condntied eadsEertoe wm due to the peculiar line ukm by later htsToricat 
research, cspecidly In the liistory of culinre (Kukurgi^Aichti),. For alihough 
the seventtacDili lactmiry hmnglit with it a great advafioe in historkal knowledge 
In Germany^ tlm advance was made tn a difTenatr direciion. 'IIk great motive 
foim of Genrnn political orsanizotiaix^ lemtiTiiall'nnf and ptinaly despoimt, 
also inilucooed hkcoHcal interpremdoEi aitd research,* and although, wiien the 
period of die creation of great new sales be^n, historians ofioe again fumed to 
mote general by this time the French Era of EnlighEenment in ibe 

eightnenih century had imparted hnesh life to the cztasxtop}^ theory of fhe 
Iiumanists. Count Boulainvillicrs put a very low esdmaoe on Frankish ndhit tf, 
for lie siartcd from the peUtJeaf prcconoepticn that the Froidi nobihty descended 
from ihc Frafitish conquerors of Gaidf wlierea^ the conquered Romans fortned 
the subject doss; according to tliis view the Franks were nomads without fixed 
property in land^ which th^ t£p\^etopcd only after the suhiection of d}e Romans 
by Clovis** Is was of litile use likt the teamed Ahhd Dubois attzucked this 
view, holding rJut tliere was peaceful co-opmdon berween Germans and Romans 
and assening fllaf die Germans came nor as oonquerors bur as associates of the 
Romans^ leaving the Roman Sj^^oem unchiinged, and that the servitude of Gaul 
was first brought about in the ninth century the rise of ihe nobtUry** Mohm- 
qnieu and Voltaire, who has boai tegdrtibd—not quite corfecily—as the founder 
of rite hJsEury of culiure^ love on the whole tlfce same EomonophU^ Oir, ratlicr, 
Gexmanophobe standpoint as die Humanists* Both Ftendimcn were inspired 
by an exttaotdinary admitaticm for the Greeks and Ramons, Voltaire, indeed, 
c^ed them tlie two laodr gifbed nation^ of the world,* and Montesquieu devoted 
a spedal wodt so the greatness of dm Romans and its cause,* Ajccordkig to 
tJjem die Roman empire became the prey of the barbarians, whose invasions 
caused general misetyJ Tlie destruction of a flounshhig trade is, for Mcnteiquleii, 
only one aspect of these melancholy negati%^ influences, though as a writer 

» ihid., 

* Sdfr in (pcMnt Fi , ^4r1k:iXt however, 

iHc wixOflCtiDg linkit us udc iuS^oiify worked (kie ta uulmteod, 

* Hutmn ^t t'aaam nbtwuiiMnil 4t ia fjvxt (iTJ?) Mid 4t 

* aiftmig 4t it in Oidif/n (llUN^ 

* £m Jt ■( 17615 fc djjppi- UL 

iuf £u f ^ Vk firandasr Ju Hrmamu iM 4 ft £mur i^od^fapr (■TH). 

* MomeiquK«4 L 4^ ^ 17 - 




4 EUROPEAN CmUZATlOS 

m agje of mercaa t LlLBi q Lc fell ii n^atust ip lii Ite^n. His linr 
siiO^U be ^c^lia^d* lie a JetaUed descriptiPB of the peoitLLr mknt of dte 
Rcanans for tnuic^ thdr fir^reacbing ociimEicrwkl conneaiorts, and above all tl^sir 
^coumf^cfncfit oi lirban This tiadr^ Ihc iliMksy for t1| r borbarsarB 4 

m£rt object of p!imdcr» Soon therr no rnotr trade iJi &iitDpe ! 

Comp^ with this Voltaire** picture of tlie triUi^ition from iIk? Romzo to 
ibc German world, iit his £siai ntr tes mauti ri feiprit dsi If wc pass 

from tf^ lu^fory of itic Roman Hmptie to ihm of the peoples who desMyed it 
in the West, ise feel like rravetlers w'ho leave a splendid dt\‘ to find themselves 
in a thorny waste. Twenty barfxiric dintecra are the hdrs of the beautiful Latin 
bnciiiige^ whkb was spoken from Illyria 10 the Aiks mountains^ Whereat, up 
to liiai nme, wise laws had rated over half our hemisphere^ now dicre arc only 
sa^-age customs. All the of tavilkadim, ampblthe^^rress draises, und the 
rest, whidi were etected t^ugfiout the provinoes; arc ck^troyed uket ftc in 
niins, overgrown by gra^ TJie oxcelknl matk, whkh llad led from the capital 
ttsdf ro die distant Taurus, are covtjed by stagnant pools."' He sees the same 
upheaval In the sphere of mtdlectua] cuImtiL The wiiole of Europe fell into 
this shameful barbaiisn, and for Jong remained subme^ed; tn Valiaife's opinion 
it did mt recover until tlie sixteenth eentury. Tlw Middle Ages are for him 
oenumes of baebamns, horror, and superetmon, of senseless pfcs of wonder— 
a momirous rveganon of □!! ctviiizaiioiL 

Not only do we find diis supposed destruction of ancient culture playing an 
important pan in lacer ibeofies, hut the positive imeipnruuion given to internal 
German condiuons was also i^uenced by these Freodi writm, md espedally 
by ^fo^^^5^^uieu. Ir » be who is responsible for die view that the Gmuaa mba 
IR'ed in forests and maislics, partly seprsi«l from tme another by lakes,® Nay 
moiej ibfic conditions lasted^ hi his opinion^ for a long time; the barbariana 
kept didr habits and customs even after the conquest. TT^ had litde agdetdrute, 
but lived a pastoral life, and they had no induaines. The general result of the 
conquest was to turn froefficn into serfe* Great estati^ particulaHy ecclesiasdca} 
estaiiEs, were m>w formcfL Industry wises carried on by serfs-* For Montfisquieu 
die ^e of Ctiarles die Great was mi^y an imiiaiion of the Rotuan empire; aftjea' 
It, furdifif disorders and wars brouglit about a relapse inio that state of iilitereie 
ignorance whkli Charles, by returning to Roman methods, )tad for a brief 
moment allevktefL 

Here already have, in its essential fciuures* die unaltered and permjpent 
basis, which was rimply taken for granted in all kter conceptions of this early 
period. It is interesting m note its further development by Gukoi in Frmcc, 
at ihe be^mtfng of the nineteenth century- ^The influence of Momesquicu k 
obvious; Guiioi edited the Abb^ hkbl/s work^ Ohirvadoai mr Chhwm de 
froTjce, to w-fcch Montesquieu had already frequendy refemd^ Gulrot bolds 
die cntustrophic dieory of Voltaire and Montesetuteu, and we find almost die 
same dcscf iption of a liighly developed dvdizadon, vigorous trade, wealth, and 
1 splendid way of living destto]^ imd ooiupletely swept away hy the barbattan 
tnvasiom.* Never have human beings had more evils to bear or more sorrows to 
endure* Tltc treatment of the problem of the fiiU of the Roman Empire is 


^ At the tTiii flf dfct rwcl/ifi ckflofcr- 

■ tbfaL^xu^tf^ 11 ^ Ii. 

* £*Mit ^ ^ tdcI 


* Op. dL, xxHtu ^ 

* tbIsL, txwm^n* 



inSTORICAL RESEARCH 5 

vgniEcinr.^ Cuizot byispeckl stres on the fact that in the war widi the barkuians 
fio re^i^taiw^ on. die paa-t of the Roman nurion can be traocti, thai imleeil it seems 
to be entitely bcldfig j and dlis he oonsfdem to be one of the int?st surprising 
facts in hbiory^* His Inipcnrtanf ohservarion as to die siknee of contempqrary 
dfKUEaeiiis on tills pciint did nor, howevti', F«ail him cm to mke the next lo^cal 
stqj and 10 douhi the correeme^ of his fiindamtnm] thesis: he was so mre 
thai ir was mi*.’ He oTuId only find an indirm answer to his question ^ to 
Itow dlis surprising siknee to be ciqiJaincd, and (in aecanianLie wddl the 
scniimjents of hk time) be made imperial despotisra responsihle for the apathy 
of ihc people and their demonilhation. A hwed and truly eharacMrktk metlmd 
of writing the history of cultuie! He was nmhfc to correct hk goiera! theory 
by a detailed examjnatiDn of condiriems, but attfrapled hy dindtms subterfuges 
to reconctfe his thesis with tlie i:atastrophic theoTyj whidi remained unchallerLged 
and intacT^ although the contnidictioiis embodied in tl iiad already bpeen ^own 
up bv the sources and were well knowru 

Beside this catastrophic theory* wtiidi h essentiaBy of Romance origin^ 
another and cpiice independent tfjeory^ siarting from a dideteat angle* had 
meanwhile foiOKl ejcpression m Gfirmanyi It began by constdeting existing 
condidons^ and tried to explain the p«st fay the present This was not acddenia]* 
for its origijvitof a man of praeded experience* a bwyex raking an atri\.-e 
pan in public admiiustraticm* who srood for the inaproveinent of ibe economic 
and social conditions of hb hatnelaiicL This ncm was jusnis Moser of Qsiiahruti+ 
In aticmpting to find hkiortod foundatiotis for lus proposed relbrnts* lie was 
Ftsd to link the present widi the post* Tlse basis of his work Is to be found in 
die condinDits prevailing in his own country* Wesqihalia, espeebUy in the 
bishopric of Milnster, wdiidt he considered paniculariy appropriate for an 
invesii^tfdn of primitive forms of orgaitizaiiofj, Moser actually dioughi tliat 
the agrarian system of hh own day was siilJ like that of ihe earlirs* dmes 
Like die French^ he went back to Cjesar and Tacitus^ seeking axidogies for com- 
parison witll die prescni, but iiis practical experience in admioistrath^e tjechriique 
enabled him to cTiricbe them from an indepeadent point of view, and be rejected 
CicsarV desedption of the Genniin agrarian system* since it did not correspond 
to Weatphalian condidorLs. By so doing he made an important step forward 
m our knowledge of social and cultural histor}'* Hts inductive reasoning from 
nature led him to a bold attack on the accepted authority of lusEoricat rradirinn* 
The practical experr artacfies more intponance to nj^tuol cmididom of the soil 
tlian 10 descriptions of cbs^ical authois* Miiser realbed that Citsar^s fiesmpdons 
could not hiivne a gencfaJ ipplicadcm* but were due to crnuUdnii^ of w-ar* and 
conseqtictiily gave lo^cal preference to rhe cmidliiors of bis own pan of the 
country* whidi was linJe afFcctcsd by great political upheavals* least of all fay 
wTirs. Tims he declared that the WesTphaliM Isolaieri humesicads {Eiif^dAdJi} 
were the original form of setdemeMi* and cotmdmd the hjust nf fnndarneaial 
importance. 

Moserviews were detiertninecl by a second main jnfluenot He wrja wTtring 
in the mne of die peasant liberation and was politically active on iis behalf, He 

Ol^T t ^ 

* ik wttickn thu the 1^ c»f Ckvli wm vlU one nfriuoi: aO fmi na tcfioaacfc gutni. qxmhi 
lane da ArifCa ct do lixliipokbjittB iEHiividjKtin.'* IbliL, 

* OifahikUctAi {and E, iw 
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^■afl pcriwnaUy cobviootI tim his age was espcdally fonCuuAJ? to libatjs^ and 
be wTOit ibt libtory' of bh oountE}* * as a good GHC!rman pairioL The ideal of 
freedom pb\^ a large part in ti^ Miiscf hoped to biing oboot a cJiange In the 
interpretatiUB of German IdstDry by slio^ing that ordinary TnncldunKrs v,.Tre 
the mjc oomponent^ of the. nation iand wttc therefore to be regarded as die 
proper subject of hi^rical inv^d^tioiu The eirlie^t period seemed do him 
ro be of the first importance, and he $aw in it 4 "" golden ag* of free Gerrtwn 
farmers, assoebted with each other fot purperses of seJTgovemmeni under ap 
elected magistrate. Tttb first period of “high and universal honour'" lasted, 
according to Mbser^ lilJ du? time of Charles the Gruai i but it must be noted 
that he locisfid on this golden freedom m a eandval frora andqnity.* 

Since ^(use^ con^idm the sepamie homestead as the original forni of settle* 
mem, be begins witli pri%-afc flwmmhip, “ Each homeste^ as ir wete, 
an mdepenfknt state, wliich stood apart from ji$ ndgltbour in peace or war*" *■ 
But lib Munster Iwine caused him rn ^otri a second thcot)^ which suiied conditions 
iheit!* Tlie isolatiim of die individiiak was i^nsummated in a tuimn, whkh 
again rose out of njuura] condtricHis. “ It would seem that the cominoti use of 
fotest, pasture, moor, or mminiain, wlicre no one couM fence oil his own diiie, 
first united 3 few of these men in our part of tlje world. We call such common 
preserves Marks; iind perhaps the earliest mbes who settled rn isnkted coirnnimitks 
were members of 3 Mark^assodaiim {Mai-kgunosumyj’ We must observe, htw- 
ever, witat lie means by these ^fs^ks. ** Our wtmle dioc^ is divided intu 
Marks^ in which vilf3tgcs and separate du^eltings lie sc^ttEred, and ibetr boundaries 
do not coiacide iftiih any other boundaries, wlictbar of district, local gDfvem* 
m«ir, juriadiciion, parish* or hander. Namre and necessity alone seem to 
directed the dbisioa, and we nwy dierefore condude ihat the boundary of the 
Mark is older than any other."* * Comirum usage exisids only to diose {^eces 
of bnd which are economically unsuitable for private profjtrriy, or which may 
be juort useful from an ecmtomle point of view if left undivid^* 

Mf^er may to-day be regarded as otie of the founders of Cem™ economic 
liistoiy. For although AMon*^ bier work on rhe Iiistory of German rural 
economy (^Gt^^khu Jer Deuncktn LandwtrtnAisfi) much more correct 
In some of its details, it was die funchunental views of Mdser, and not those of 
Aniari, wiucJi were adopted by bicf scholars, Mfsaer'i views W'tfe dtieHy 
tniluential hcoiuse they became die baids of German legal hmoty. K. D. HcHImafi, 
in hia hook cmi die origin of daises in Cerfrany (i tod), which w» planned on 
a large scale, was the first to wnork out a furmal wtem* wlddt made ium appear 
die father of ihc so-called “ manorial tlicoiry In iliis siudy he liie^ many 
of the argnincfits of the Wcsiplialiafl patrion lie describes the German natkind 
stales Oft Homan soil as composed of serried peasant-farmers. Accmdtng to 
him, tlieir ptihlic constitution is a larger and more splendid imitation of the 
internal orgnniution of the p^t homestead of the dmev* Tlje lord is die law¬ 
giver and judge of his tenants, w'ho perform agrioiltural and miUtaty services* 
** A lucre aggregate of landed properties and of balated larnisteads^ each of tJie 


* Paxrsetii^Af PksiKmimt iv, tju» 

* 5*at ihc isrefiio! lo ^ 

' Ib^ "Eliii i^ejldini flgp ic m uDd«f Qaf^yvGrfn, d*tt 

CUjriBi VA fidy thi» bisKt ihai Kuair iHxh-.'' 

* ji. * 

* Cwitki^hu th Urr^MB^ dtF Si4t^ U DutawihftJ^ 1 j fL 
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fitde kingdoms wsis liidc moft dian 31 gteir wriUi iiismy iridcpcndertC 
Tile riclsfflT jind iIiHcfore the mo§t rapctied bndowner was tbs of the 
confedmied landowners; he took lii-fi eonimand in mtiona! had etiief 

place in natioiml coLiadts^ and superintended tJie aiitoAomous furisdkxwm of 
the dtixeAS of the state* Copy and drigtnal dhTeretl only in rfic Kict ihir in rttc 
fomier rhe members of the coimnunity were settled on dietr own bnds and were 
fiifly free, bnr in ihe larcer they were on their culer^s land and were thus tealiy 
rof free,^* It will be seen that in spite of cBiiereiiDes the {hudameutd idcses of 
Md^‘s ihenry are adc^tsd here; setticre in tsolaied homesteads fooning 
as it were the cf the state, and at the same time ruling it by virtue of their 

autonomy* 

Then cijne a funlier development of M&set^$ Mark theoTy;i in a form 
jdenticiil widl that whtdi lie himsdf bad introduced This is found in K- F- Eidi- 
liom^s Z^eurj^ Stiiaij- unJ Recitjgest&icAtc. In the Erst edition of this work 
( 1 & 0 &) djc Mafk-2£50ctBtkin still plays only a modest part and is again cot^ideied 
to be merdy a form of unificsriiaij binding nigether priipnidy-owned and 
isolated setilanffnis-* EichhoiTi eqiressly rejected the kka of eofiimnit ownership 
of inherited or of landed properties \ and only allowed co-ownerehip** He 
dtscribed the former ^ an unfounded hypoiheas^ which was tirmeee^ary to 
e^cplain die limitations on the right of disposal of property^ apprcntly so dis* 
advantageous to tlie heirsL [fe remarks that in any case these limitations may 
have orign^^ fof the most part in tlic foliowing period^ and ihetefore docs not 
regard tbem as a survival from piimjtive umes* It is true that laier Eichhom*^ 
own researches led him to another condusion^ but it should be noted how he 
arrived at these later views* In his famous thesis {£^ier (foi Ursftri^g (kr 
jfaAUcAm Frrjasning in Ptmtschicmd) MSset is sdll dearly his starting- 

pci nr *; mijreover be refers expressly to Moser’s works and follows liim in 
taking for gtantcch as a " known and pro^'en ** fact, ** that according to German 
ideas all bw proceeded £mm the whole body of fnU dtiaeci^ by means of wiudi 
they presen-^ their Ute, thrir hemour, ind didr propeny,” * Tlie fundamcnia] 
ctmceptkiii of the freedom and equality of the GefUian people Jed Eichlioni at 
emoc to conclude^ frotn ihc mendon in Frankish documairs of the eighth and 
ninth centuri^ of ihe right of the Mark to allot individual boldings iffujhi\ 
ilui orfgtaally all Mirks were divided into portions with equri r^il% r^ h Jidd 
by tievenil free m*nefs," Tlim, sdll dearly under Moser's influence, Ite A^niifid the 
i^ypothesls that " the undividod Mark was owned in common by the inbatunmts 
of the i$ol^ted homesteads ^Efit^£lA3ji‘} ihdr rights of usage in it bemg decided 
by a " Mark-bw which "’Vin accordance with the Germanic conatiturion" 
doubtiess grew up mi of die decisions ^nd decrees of all die iNfaik-assocbties 

Tims legal ccnstructiDiis w'cre used co build up a theory based tipon 
comparatively late sources, despice the fact that lit these soun?^ the fundamcnral 
diesis of a free society of German land-cjwners no longer lield good** After 

* iimE k * tlih^ ifx * lyd^ i4fl^ nm9€- 

* fir r/Shtf fUe^wcti^rurii^, ifOx Vrt liv i£xm * ani^ ' H beCKT ftfifud 

to tomr Octmm colwtu^Kiiii ih« wpanAe him nf lW pftwwni la ±c hbrlL*" 

^ fbiiL, 173 - "^Oadx,, ^ tbid, 

t Fiftihiirn hittiirlf CD ACklxn^'lod^ dsM our ili>amicntGir; iefotnuauan a±Knit uidKidiiil 
«ctilisr>flUi gtief bmk no fmtbcr riLin ite tipnh rentury* mid that (bn cDrsfimm wf tis viltw in esutier 
chHi viB ncri wbu It wppcm tn Cwottn^fUm wmm* 
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Erchhoni had ahanfifVnaJ lib origimil view ^ and Aut hk nusier, Muscr, and 
tiad dcin'dnped « deltttilE itieory of Mark-b^' and Miirk-iis^ridafjQn,. lie dcnihed 
a in die ht£f editiarur ai liit Dtuack* St£aiif- R^AtJ^^AhAte as die 
^ basis of the earliptr comtiiutkHi He spoke of a ccrniplete " Mork-sptPfn " 
wbkfa ** iit Uter linaes eiibet laid dawn hy ihe Mark-a^jocbt^ virtue i?f 
fbeif common wne^ip^ or granted by the lord of the Marie" * Tliis bc^in u> 
assume an ever-inciessing wgnilicMCi^ Private prcfperry in amlJe land fin which 
Bchhoni fotmiuiy admiiied tlt^ ihete was private ownErdiip^ and whidi be 
did not include Jri the l^lark) now also appears as ** subject to common use^ and 
takes on the cbaiacKr of a right of tnufhiCi regulated by die CDitimunity 
According to Eichhom^ tkis explains Gisar s statement tltat there no nrat 

private property hi land among the Germans. Tlius Moset^s theory further 

dtrvdop^^ and uider genetaltzarions wm made from siaicmenK wllidi he bad 
applied only to the narro^tr ^^phere of Westphalia^ Eiclihom's reputation and 
the wide dreubnon of his book^ whtdi wear ihroiigli many editiort? and gradually 
became the smndard liistory of Geimati law, created mote and more adherents 
of tills theory in Germany. His Mark theory was deatined to become die corner¬ 
stone of the whole constitutionzil and legri history of that cnimtry. 

it Is Intnesung to note Eidihom's posiriun with t^ard to the old 
dustropliic ^hec^ry^ Here liis ^dendfijc mode of in^’esti^iinn, based on a study 
of the sources, appeals in sharp contrast to the speoilaiive iend«icy of die 
French- He stresses ihe obvious bek of definite JnfinmatiDrif and cauriouKly 
rejects as impmbabk (be theory of a sj’stematic re-organicitioii of the conquered 
Roman pnivinces by the Germans. . Be empharizes die conservatism of die 
German conquerors in respect of the earlier popukilon and tlicit legal aystetn. * 
In later edidona he went so 6r as to miiintain " that neither tlieir dvil organi^a- 
dtm rior dteir custoins show any trace of sa^^ery or barbarism In general^ 
bow’if^'cr^ be adJiered from die b^inning to ihe view dtnt in die Iknmm provinces 
of the Frankish kingdom ibcre was a fiision of Gennans xmd Romans into a new 
naijon-* Tilts new people is described by Eichhom as undergoing a mpsd increase 
of barbamm ^ ; die fotmer Roman culture is fost and gives to an unbridled 
degnidaii pn. At the satne umCt how ever, he stresses as I be special German 
contribution ici this new development^ iheur warlike character^ and ll>e Jibmy 
shown in tbdr custcmis and constitution. We ha\'e already seen dte influence 
of this hit idea in his account of the devdapmen t of law. 

This theory^ pf Gcnniuiic freedom and of the panidpanon of ^11 freemeu 
b die government, .Viewer's which had its origm in ibe ardent 

aspirations of the cigliteenib centuryj continued to recur as a kitmcidf 'm all 
accounts of the earliesi Germitn pcric^. On it IL Rogge baa^ his study^ 
Ut^r doi GerifAffWwn der Gtr^nitnift (iSio)} rn whkh he mrintairu iltat die 
free Gcnujms vrielded a completely ucLfettered authority, wiihout recDgnition 
of any supmor or ruler.* In odter conianpOTory or laTcr work* cm cccnomtc 
and leg^l hiaEory this ccinvictjon appears again and again.* It was regarded^ w 

* in sUdiaii, iiti, 44, lie kilii m Eiie^3ldjTib»<7 iffpd dirccdy tfwnws U4M (p. 4^* 

bvr ufl tja L Jiift conicfiwn rv im paint nt vinri« vet tome cxcott liulkai]?i^ 

* S« for nunplc 4 ih edlL -fit, W Jilt edit. If. 

* Ibki utb idtr.) tij, or ftlb mdii,} f5. ^ (flh i* IT- 

■ ^ i4S; 1117 - Kllh miLhCT ' i, ^ I 41- * t L 

■ t-r €X9mp^ ^in^Yf. du thmutAtA Udim m .\fttsdalar (iliij, i Kind- 
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10 a Gpnrun InbcdomcCf the mcne sa sii^ ths* coitditions of die 

momeni ma^le vuirh a sr^ic of appear 4 g^nl most ardently desired. Thti 
is deiuly seen in diose Gennan pcmiots of the Romantic perfodf whose mtliiisi- 
astlc tiatioiialiaiii brou^ al>ocit a U^-dy interest in tlie history of the past. 

We htid an importanl cotintetpait to tliia pivotal conomdon m Cukofs 
work (pJiio^y tnendoivEd) of Here an inipressK'e andthesls between the 

Rom^rdst and ixte Cermanist conception of likDory is re%'ealed« GctizoL^ also^ 
mterprets tbe name Frank as ** fieernan ” * j tie, too* thinks that the free n\od 
was to be found when Ltnd^crwnership first beg^ Every w*amor was master of 
the piece of land which he himself had taken or which felJ to tiim by lor. There 
wus froc lajidHOWnet^iip aa well as persaiml fieedorn, and (he setif^ Frank w-as 
as link under obiigadons to die stare as in the time when he was sdlJ a humer 
artd a watriar.* Bin froii) ihi$ Cid^Pt go^ on to give a picture of the Soo;i| 
dexelopmcnt of that early time which is quite diiTeicnt from tliat of the German 
sctiolax^. Hi? attacks dio«e who see in fTeedam a generaJ cdiataetcmric of any 
young sodety^ and will allow that it was so only at ihe very earlk^t stagcL* In 
his opinion ir b found only in humbk drcumstancest among sbepherds^ hunter^ 
or sav^age warrlnrs; faui ii disppeais ais $oon as there b growth and expansion 
Into more oompHcaied political and social rekiiomEiips. And^ according to 
Guij^i, tile* German uibes were alreai^^ in this position when mikd in the 
West Roman Empire** Tlxe simple ctsndinons of earlier dtne^ w hen the Germans 
were still beyond the Rhine, bad become mote compUcited and diveree. 
Freedom wgs no longer the dtief social dtaiacrenstic; aide by side with the ridi 
Homan estate-owner we find the poor Frank, who w^s merely a simple imant-*- 
farmer* There is every sort of variety and mucture, but no uniformity of sodal 
and ccofioniic development. Tlie free population reoedef more and more*; 
free organizadon h limttcd to local administratiom" But Guizot sa\^ nothing of 
a Msrk-sysiem; he saw no trace of it in conternporaiy sources^ though he u^ 
them in denuJ, To him the new sysrem seems to be one pf lemrorial lordship^ 
and it b irtierestbg to note how he imagines this iranaition m fjowcr^in- In Ids 
opinion, the hordes of W'iirriors did not at once bTesk up after thet successful 
r^ds^ 10 live separately each .with his family. That would soon have enEkngered 
ibe cofiquemre, Tlic Franks did not tike working thetnsdv^^ but preferred to 
spend i .sodal life m game$ and drinking. As a consequence uf this, bind wa:S 
appropriated as n whnk by the leaders of ti horde, and their followers lived on 
dielr property ; liecioe the numeraits free tenants on th^ land of others, atid the 
comparativdy ^onall immber of real land-ownm among die Franks," 

Guizot's work shows on tminisiakibk advance tti the histocy of cnlnitiL 
It avoids mfd:ianlcul imitaticni and tries to give a rational explanation of definite 
historical Instead of pttxxcdLE^ from cemm fundameurai view^ regarded 

almost as aziomau^ be ts&es the concrete historical plienoniena as the basis af 
his theory, even though his description of developments thereby loses itnifonniq^, 
Bui liii histoncal acumen and currect know^ledge had no lasring effect on bter 
works. Evrn Augustin Thieny*s C?jut£/ 4 ‘nirK>rtj di Frma^ a widely* 

read bookt which succeeded tn desenbing the Germimic occupation of Gaul 

^ Ofi. |6, 

* UjiiL, 

■ 

^ Ujid-, itn 
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inui^ as mrent hiatcrrnt^ hs\'^ don^ js&umexl t}ia| m £Ej-rcsdiLng 

dc$mici 3 dt) iind de^'^tatian of Nordiern France, wliicfa the Frankish ccrn^pcrotv 
in\i 3 dLNJ in Reaver mmiber^ than the centre or the ^ourht where they le^ 

; itnd tkb description of il^sochJ ra:Eiiisiru of that ^rei resembled in 

iis main lints die view of Ccnint BoulitnviHSers. Jakob Grimm^ wht]^ Bi’uUiAi 
UccAuuIttrdiwmr had meair^-bile appeared wm also unable to accompltih 

much DU ihis important poim^ since his padtinn was luit suffidetidy sharply 
defined lie ootmuly emphasked the eaiatcncc of divided and undivided 

E erty^ the latter especially to be found in forests and pMu^ a^td tried to 
the oonorption of dte Mark to such bitd | yet at the same rime Ite admtned 
that in Dcrratn cases U indi^ded ar^Ie bnd alsOt and that the Mark-community 
Had n certam sutbority evten over ihe house and arable ptopeny divided zimoug 
its mcmbfiis. The iindivtdcd ownenhip seemed to liim the mote primidve^ 
although be poinicd out that Gmtum hjstgry givrs very scanty mdu^ons of 
its cxistencei, ^iikI dmi die by-bws {Wiijtumer) of dm Mark were not writJea 
dowTi till the Middle Ages wre over-^ 

The theories which governed the hmiory of eidtum during the ^ujxeeding 
period owed thdr ^pedal character to the fact that they wm^ oa the wHofe, 
put forward mainly by bwyere. The part which BeseW played m diis matter 
does noE scan to have been sufficiently appredatod. He pri>cfieded from 
the basis of Germiin dvil law^ In lus work jDic Lihre voit dtn ®}0i 

he first described deaih legacies according to early GcmcLn taw% ] le did not, as 
others had done, seek an econcrfiuc e^rplaruLtion for these legacies widl] t^ir 
peculiar limiiaiioos, by assuming a chatacieristicaily Gennan conununal owner¬ 
ship^ but ibund Jnstead a sodal e^pLuutklpn In the principle of assodation 
(Got&i^sis^hafty The oormrativc motive SDems to him tl>e pt^iiu dtaractcristit; 
of Germanic lifie, ihroti^out which 1 ramiikation of issodmions is to be 
observed-* Here Besder is refeiring in particuliar to the Mark^iisscicritioTiSi and the 
town and village comnmaitws. It b to be cstficrved hmv depencknt lie b on the 
older theory i he also starts frotti chii freedom of the Germans and assutns thdr 
equality. The p^ple -w^ respon^le for its own which wiere not the result 
of tr^latrve action, but of free dricusslcm among tlte memhers of an association^ 
mended and forrified by agreement,* 

This assoebrion theory was caiaiidyi in the first place, tlte oflspring of 
comempotary ideas about ihc rieeckina and equality of the early GermanSi which 
Jakob Grimm also hdd in great honour. But it received a spcdal impetus from 
die gtiat ptiblic agitation far co-<^pe^l^ion wdildi in die first naif of ibc 

nineteenth century in Europe. Siich democratic movements mm greatly tn 
IB favour. In Wdske * described ihe Mart as the earliest type of settlement 
m^e by an asndatfan group in wlikl^ instead of all die bnd being divided up 
witboui mKtptioni the uniiadrivated bnd or that Itsss auitable for cultivation; 
remained ns the cnmnmit pmpeny of the assoooties. tlierefore^ a sttuadon 

wiiich Moser enreadcred to be tb^ result of nufural conditions nr of agricultural 
tachnit|uef is already represented as the cuiBduii$ escpressioTi of the will of ihe 

* v^tfldaliy ^e 1 , 

*■ Qp. idL, l^lo. 

* $CE h\i ifkH^ m BwU ttp ; ** fThcr 4k Stiilliili^ dfa remijd^ Rexim m 6em 

fcffliixHMleii iK^hl dir 7 ^ 

* DU CtvmUagm f'trfmvnf Ttutxkiaii^ f. 
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COttiftiiLniiy^ ilj Zews in liis faniDiia DIm D^^utieA^ wtJ i&f^ Nh^Aiar^fdmmd 

(iftj?) interpreted Char's isreU-knowTi ^coCKint of Gemmiw m ihe srae 
way* Tlniiie is as yet oo established or legulatjed Lmd-ownership. The 
intiabitant is not attached to a ddhiite porrion of the land; tliete h undivided 
coramon ownership-** * 

Thus the fimcbmentd obaesrvarions which ], Mihcr had diawn fnerm nature 
itself were ic-slupecl b>^ legal arguments into a hkrk-sissodaiion tiseory, w hieh 
was Tealiy someditng quite difeenL If {$ tnte tiiat it was not eniifuly uncoit- 
tnidicteA “ Moser s issumprirms^*' said Jakob Grimm, soared into a reaki 
of uneeminty ; and, droled hy tlicir rashn^ none of lus axciMsois was able 
to tmitaie Ins great gift of obscrvaiKUL” ^ For im efwo part he realiices that it is 
difiiaih to fiaiify the overbold a^bmatioa and comparison of distant penods 
of lime. He rciItBes in parrietdar die doubtful nature of^Vloser's use of soEirces,— 
(tom Tadras^ from the old Uws, ftom medicv^jl records* and (rum 
w^hich were written perhaps only a century- agu, aH quoted in the 
same emui^on.^ Bui not ody was doubt Kwakraed hy die complete disreg;ird 
of die rule that sources must be contemporary* -wlikh is one of die fundamental 
ctKidiliorts of tnodern liisiofical researdb* but the whok fnelhod of building a 
vast stroemre on ibe foiindaiion of micrely arbitrary theses was $oon called in 
quesdom In tfi+i Wtlda attacked conception of Germanic freedom 

and dedared dial Itts cdiftce of Germuo poUdcaii and }c^I adnunismition hovered 
betw*cen Iieaven and eartft* He also stocked the historians who assumed that 
the Gennait smxe arose in the beginnii^ our of isoUied settlements and home¬ 
steads, and that the ^tiu■k^assocllldon was die origin and ccntfal point of all 
German constimiionai dcv'clopmetifc In opposition to lids* Wilda enpimsizfid 
die state, in which oattonal and local comoiumiics took a subordinate piMfc* 
Already in Tadtus" earliest accounts of the Geimarts* aldiou^ tJwir stgraiian 
system might indrcate cemdiuDns still dote to those of nomadic IUep he sees ihe 
elements of a states cspedally ^ re^rds subordination to die oollective will^^ 

Two years later (1B44) Hdnnch von Sybel opposed the Mark theory still 
more cmpltntically* He follows Wilda and Weiskc in poiniiiig out tbe lidt of 
alt definite evidence for the eKistence of Marks and Gaus before the age of folk 
nrigrations ^ \ and ite die connadiction between that dieory and the 

aorotmia of Caesar and Tacitus.* He also eiptessea doubts as to dur retfospeedve 
method of in'v'^iigatitM, wEtich sects to prove ** an everbstu^ pennauency in 
the appatetitly accidental *' ftotn Gcmian antiquity as 3 whole. “ The Mark'- 
Judges of the Gtirmans ivcre aborigtnab* Ufec their semples and pTie$i5, their 
kings and gods**^ • Sybel rigbtlj^ urged thar de^'dopjiieiii and change had 
taken place in die course of ntue, and he found Fupptiri in the evidence of histnric^ 
condidous* aocording to which this seemed ** nauml and ueocssaiy v* Sybel 
w"ii$ iiudmihtedly ri^t to emphasiie the feet that ” the genu of truth in tftete 
opposite views h not the dvilizadon* bur the capacity for dvllbatkm of our 

L Op< E’ncfjfc* p* vi. 

* lipy., tL vrii. * Aj C tw. 

* UiH. EXX. * Utwi, ti4- 

"* ikatsAm ^ . 
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in its hist^jdcnl beginnings ami tliis happy^ ittnKmcnt giv» lui podtloti 
also vAtU rcg^ird lo ihe caiastropliic tbecifv of life RcimarKC peoples 

V- Syt^Ps demands iliat ihc in our Itistorlea! kno^Udgi; should be 
filled reodYed an irnmediaie answer from two dtrechons. In die first place, a 
ctmnprchensive account of the wliole of early Cennim comtitutional liutory 
i^ as undenoken by Lelit^rou in 1K43 in France V and fay WaJta in 1S44 in 
Cennafiy." tfai$ nec^icaiec! funhei invicsdg^dun of Gecman soumes^ pecuiiar 
atid liraJ cnndLiiou^ were brought into larger groups and thus more comet 
standards ^ere readied for the whole* W^aicz, it should be obser^'ceb *s a diorougb 
tnident of his sources^ declared dm " the view according to which Mark aasoda- 
riuns were the liasis of pdltiical a^mbinatido among the Gennaus, must be 
abandonttt*"'^ He cotnpbini in pardoiLtr duat although Mpser had limited dsc 
Mfflpe cfhis flicoties to his own pari of die countryi an unhisiorica] generaiirauon 
had been made from diEm- 

In ibe second place* crurlcmm^tedge of early eomiDmic and sodal devefnptnetii 
™ considerably enridicd by the puhlkaiton 4 nd eluetdafjon of great and 
impottanr bistcirical souroes. Among the nirnieroui ciimmenmHc:^ on early 
CemTtn law two in pamcular should be mendooed^ Psfrksjns* edJrton of the 
Lift SaJi^i (tS4j) and Gucnnd*? standard work* £4; pofypnYiti dt TaM/ /rminm 
(1S44); die latter^ in hts publication of the estate-bMk of'^St- Germain cles Pra 
(near Parish twjh tlie opportunity of cdlecdng early stiutos for economic 
history' ^nd making sdcntific use of them. In the *ami* y^ (1^) Caupp, in his 
still vabiJibSe work Die gm^imtcfieTt Aruiedshmgen unJ IjsfhitAeilimgen in dtn 
Pnrvifi^tn ths rUmhchn fFestmehs^ developed important ide^ which are 
aixurate social histoiy and ev'ctj social politics* fits preface on the refadooshjp 
bttweoi his research and his own rime deserve to be lemembered to-dsv* He 
praises above all ia reoent historical invesitgauons the respect for the 
characteriftk way in wiuch each nation expresses the spirit of humanity* and □ 
cOTvicrimi that beside the giwt historrmi pefsonalities the narions themselves 
are so be re^trdi^ as the mdjviduil^ into whose smil and spirit rcsearcb must 
try to penetrate* * Getmims and Romans became tbe tepresentauves of the 
new cdvdli^anurii * By an eKEmination of th^r intimate JustoriQl imcrxebiiiQns 
" of the way in whkb tJte lands of tile Roman empire in the west became 
germanired, of die fusion of ihe two peoples* and of ilie e^nraordinary srimulus 
this prcpcess recrived from the very nature of die early senicmcms, resulting as 
diey did in the traiKifmaotr of so many Roman elenumts to die Germanic world,"* 
he hopes to ** show an ev-er tnctcMing approadi of tadi to the other.” He is 
especially glad tint the tendcn£!>^ to look on cverythiug Gcruunk k faariyirisin 
has ceased* and that even Romance scholiusiiip be rexEired ihc high ethicaJ gifts 
which ihe youihfitl Germaa race brought to die knEuwhfng Roman world* 
Gaupp's work raised the treamteEii of dies great problem in the history 
of dvihratcon 10 a higher levd. Research is placed beyoad general opinions on 
a conme basis, and the una^ry distmction is made bcrweco the difTejeni 
sieidanents nf the variutts German tribes* wltbdi had by no meins the same 

* ^ the m«iiJ Volunlc uf iHjkfl dvts * ^ooiKlijtiitbcp^ 
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nneiiuMls of oalunizauozi^^ Most imponaoT of all, Gmipp Kad a betz£f imder- 
st^iiidtng of stsl ba^:^ of tliit fiirn'’ devt^toffmcni^ for be by tryit^ to 

<lcd<!ribe ilie Lute Etoiroo oondltiaTis mdi whkh itie Cermank conqucrOiS now 
emu* inio contacL No longer did a more or less VTigue and idealisdc piirtum of 
dassicit Roman dviJfcsadon saire 2s the spjrtmg point of his invescigiiions* 
The simple ft*senim by which he safegamded liJzmelf any suspickm 

of poUiicd bias jndicaied in fact an immense ad^’ance; “ My only purpose 
throughout has been to ckscribe things as they realty "wefe*** * 

^Tiile scbotoiship i™ thus gaming in breadth and depth, Moser^s theories 
oontinned to find new adtemns, Eepnooric histo^ «pec±ilSy seemed to profit 
by his method of nroceedlng from present conditions to ilie p^- The Danej 
Olufsen^ followed Ws eKsmpk and as a pmetied aoryeyor acm-ed at new con- 
dusitms concerning the economic devetoptneni of the past by tedinica! arguments 
drawn from ecbiing field-divisions.^ Georg Han^sen in ms Aiukkfm Hhsr Jos 

puHisbed from tSj^ onwartb>* matarially assisted in 
^reading diis new i^tenon in Germajiyv ^nd helped to give ^mUrs a spedal 
bias towards agrarian iibtary. Ifc realized the novelty of UiLs pfocedttrcj auid fell 
that it was helpLEig m the progress, of historical 

Ddnniges^ popular work on Das Stmur^h und die ^utscAe 

Relctsvsrfassuftg (>^44) relies on Moser's theory, apd on its fimbet developromu 
by Eichhom and Sav^y** fltit die theory also spread outride Germiny. I need 
only mention KjonMc^s great work, m £ji^/jiY^(t84S), wltich followed 

German schofars (Eichhorrt, J. GriTtim^ Doimiges, sikI otbens) and saw in the 
Mark tlie ori^nul basis on which the whole soda) order of ti^ Germans tested 
Kemble went even fartherJ For him the Mark is a voimitatj' tiriion of freemen 
wbii full self-^tterntmaiicri ip the management of their a&ir^ fils method of 
invesiigation b notewonhy* He relied on Grnnm’a ff^dsfdfner^ i.e. on sources 
of a piuidi later periridt corUinmritg siitl fitnher die method of reconsmiction so 
popular since Moserb day, in spite of the hesitation which evert Grirnoi fell 
about using these documents as sources for the riudiktioa of eariy dim. He 
emphasized the bet, howevcTj ihat there w'as no hbtorical Tuatercil in England 
for the cariy period, but bdd ihai there was no reason 10 doubi that the course 
ordevclitpmenT tlicre had been flic same as in Germany^* 

Liter acholam in Germany linh^imingly adopted die assumpdon tliar 
prfmiti\T cemditiuns conrinued throughout the cemnrks. It appears dearly in 
Geufg Landau's book about the German Tcmtnries (1854)^ A native of ilessen, 

* ThieiTT* Ltfim airrihtm /rjnrt (1I17). b«l tfnewly hdpvi m diii d^Kenoii; »e 

ci^edMlJy %t. 

* ^fdbacj j 3 c 

* tU ^ FoFfima^ j dt aeiJn TiJtr^ ujaf i da trtiimdt 

Copeaunkp^ tilt. 

* TLm in SiaatiiiifgrT^kktm fil tfhd r4ff mJ siui 

ft ere Ut£t Is Agf^HaafiMxAd^ 1 {jl 3 o>. 

* ** lUwE blm^riw^^ be i» Eti ilait «t»y, pi. r, unhie eorucr vdi^len^ luvc EHfcend iMr 

otUidt 111014 tu Uw ia\' 4 flx^gpak 3 Ei cif ^’TW^Uf cwia ^ U itelL jtt l]i> tEic Kiniy ikad repon dF €irrftEi, 
thuA putting liinpty fm i £:rttte 7 Ipu & d iF i f gu^ 
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lie had alctady in piihlbl>ed a JCmJurMitfftiL'nf 

and ir tbeo ocmtrt«d to him ihai there a “ dmilarity between dM pac am! 
the {Present ” and lint dev'elopmimi musi haiit: bteiv coiiditloncrl, not by chance^ 
but by an organic life Ins^ on definite bwa. In order m midy lim ctinneetion 
be used the retrospeedve metliod of investigation^ pn>c»diag from ihe known 
present to die unkriDwti pasL It qiuse be reinciiibered th^t famdim purpcsely 
and eonsctous^ly Finiiitcd hbt research to emcer? oonca^rfung the LuitL [ le g^ivc os 
his reason tint tefriiorbil conditions w'ere the substrucmrir of tiie wholes ihe 
true basis on which the itadonal lift utas built It agraran history^ The 
same idss appear in G. L* v. Mmirer's work of the Bamc year (18^4); Ebilaiu^tg 
^ GisciicAu dtr Mark~//of^ mJ unJ d*r o^^ii^Aen 

sme,** be says^ " like rhe individual b mure or fes* the creation 
of its own hiitory* which, hke nanirci ts subje^ to cemia mlts mid !aws^*“ Tile 
coDstmnion of the staiiCj acconding to l^taurer^ ongmaied in fnieroooiitcttiig 
4rTarig)e[ntiU3 aixnit bitd and properry^ anrd» aho\ie all* in the Mirk. Bui beside 
these be places, in ilic firsi iostmtoe^ the types of village and town consdnirion* 
the conditiom of sdgneurial lamd ^rwnerdiip with its manoriaJ system* and lasdy 
the bbtnry of public authority itself^ These are all ctc»ely cauneciiwf and onecstnnoi 
be made clear and ccHuprehensiUe wiihout die otliers. v. Mmrer pxoasdbd to 
deal with them in sqnnxe works,* 

Thus research was more and more forced m one definite dinfcijon. All 
publie amngeipeTits seemed to be the result of the ttrritDrbd system in Hiiitlmaiin”s 
sense. It is true that G, Lv. Maurer^s works to some extent alrered the old duvry 
of Moser. Tlie separate home&tmd system as the I’m^U of the -whole devdopmenE* 
an idea (drived from tlie Mudy of ^'^^tphdian diaractensdes, did nm appear 
cofiTNincing 10 Mmrer. On. the oontrafy be thought that the village was die 
starung point. “ The first cultivation of the land uras noc carried out by indivlditak 
but by w'IiqIc families and tribes-” * To a very great excent Maurtir ahso later 
amdidons to cxplnin earlier accoutiEg. Indeed, it may be said rhat Grimm*® edition 
of the bfE medieval fFiisiiUntr was the real bads of bis whole exposiuom Ai 
first, in hb prefiice of 1854, he was oueful In his use of early sources and cautious 
in entidring and limimig tib assumpdons, but subsequently be followed more 
freely die accounts given m Liter sources ; the manodat system appears to an 
tncreasmg extent as the basis of sovereiginy, and the cx^nsdtudon of dbe state 
as tile toor of all public insritudons. 

Thtidichum in 1 Sfio supported die rereardies of Landau and G. L. Vp Maurer. 
Lite LandaUp be described Aie sy^em of pau$ and Muts (JOk Gmt- uridJUarkm- 
vcrfiissung in DartitAIanJ)^ proceeding from the tiismry of his hantebud, En ihis 

the Wetremu, He pays still less atteniimt to the chreanolc^ici! amijsis of 
ills Bounces,* and, following Maurer and Landau, unhesltsuii^ty atxepis not only 
the fate medieval IFeistiimcrj but also even bier sources, as evidenot for the 
earliest sysicns* He, too, w^s mflirenoed by the theory of primitive firedom. 
Most of the German poopTi^ fbmted, aocoinding to hb theory, completiily 

* ihc Rnfiotw ^ h- 
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free will) repubiican acjmirmtr aticm ai€tt In ilif time of T^dtu^u^ 

TliudklimEi'i wofk is certnmly of some i-altie even to-day^ Many etpbmtEions 
have been ULidc possible by (isuig dicsc later sources, and cbcie is no leoson 
to ^'hh tbeir Mp. But even though in details be was able partially it? 

cerfteet, and to formitlate more deariy, the knowledge oiraicly gained^ in generd 
he oHild not escape from difi magic dide of the monorid thinwEy of development. 

Only Waitstt tn his grear work on Gemiaii consmudonAl history, was able 
to break away from this biased metliod of approach. Bur tht exiraurtlinaiy 
merit of WdiK, in my opinion, lies elsewhere, in ihe fea diat by the most cixdiil 
analysis of his sautces he set limiis ro tfacir applloiUOn, and as far as posstble 
avoided the use of km doenmen ts,* Only this could die process of dc^'cliipinem 
be undersiood, only thus could the by^dieris be reached which v* Sybcl lud 
recogubced to be rapiisite for a successful advance In research.* Tlie voy 
feiila " with wlndi laier historbmi repFisached Waiia’s cipo^rion, his prosaic 
and dry itliance on the acmal words of the soiirce$j and. Ids direct quotation of 
them, often at bill Ictigdi—the great card index " ^ his work Im been mock¬ 
ingly oiled)—first ra^e U passihle to dear up dw old imsdendfic treoinifint of 
problems in ihe hmary of culture* Thus, in ihc first volume of his 
conactmtiond hisroryi lie could coolly shake off those earlier theories of German 
borbamm * whkh were deduced £tom. a superficial readhig of the sources and a 
rnkbiterpreiation of tests in Gesot and TarituS’—theories which were partly the 
t^ult of poluical prejudices, falsely read into the sources. Waits thus caused 
ibe problem to be tegardetl as a single whole, arid so the stare came into its own 
agaicL He not merely rejected the old ossockdon theory*; he also 

emphasized the fact that Hmong the Germans full political perwer wiis vesrcd 
iti the ooimnunJty; its council coniained within itself all low and dommipni 
and ail authority proceeded from it," * in this Waitr is thinking of the greats 
CQunci] of the wl^le Gau, of the triljfc it chose the .outhoriiifts. The king, or if 
thi!TC were no monarchy, the elected prince, did not compete for power, hue was 
die Grecuuve organ of the people- 

The i^eorches of Paul Roth were Imer of ftmriainencil importance fur the 
whole theory of early German dviHzaiion* The more recseni FrencJi supporters 
of the earlier barbarian iheoiy logiisdly denkd that among die unculiured 
Geimans, living like lav^es in bonds ond horiM, diere could exist a public 
aiidturiry or a state ; hut Both attacked this tbec:iry and set oui from the beginmng 
to pitjvv dial the bKta of the Cemsan smw was not a vassal rdatioiialtip or 
dependence ou the chief of a band, but a simple bond becwesi subjects, the 
dependenoe of everj^ free mhobiiant on the common authority of the German 
stare- » - ^ Even before the folk migradons Gennait commimity-Hfe rated on 

the subordinadon of all fieeoien iq a conunon ludiority. In most of the Middle 
German tribes the naiional eoumdl was the sovereign powers it took the place 
occupied by the king in the Frankisit kingdam. Ine&viduals were obedient to it; 
its decn^ were biriding on all* • - ~ It is the eqitaUty of all freemen diar forms 
the main l^sis of the Gerntm smte. Authoritis m dio^ by the community 
and responsible to it, - . . Everything is pcrmealjed by ihfi principle of self^ 
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govftmnwfiL As iht Endi^idiLil jufca hh fiUniL]^^ m the villag,c^ tbe Mark 
association, the Gati, ruie diemfidsTSL And diis midtipfidty U tmt ivitiimn a 
cofmnon centre. Tlv* mdcHial cound] of all frtxmm h the head of the tribe and 
guides ihe wItoIil."" * 

Thus Rath holds in tlte main ta the earlier Lheor>' of GcnriLifi scholar^ 
ooncenung the freedom and equality of tlie Cemuns and their self'^ovciaiinixtii. 
According m him, ho^'ever, this democratic constitution dien gave wny lo 
mqnarciiy, not by a sanguimiy upheaval* not by usLirpanon or a cunning 
e^cploitaiion of drcunistancxs on ihc part of am Overpoi^'eriiig foroe, but by die 
free choioe of tbe people.*" And this new monarchy i$ not a "shameful 
dspodsm *\ but b of such a kind that evm princely rule is oiagisterijl in 
character. Rotli sees a sorvivaJ of thia old Gernmi system in Engbnd which 
rencuned comparaiivdy free and h^ppy because it suppressed the Celtic and 
Roman eietnenti *'* * 

Tliui, although Rtrth adopted 3onit poins in the earlier theories of M^er 
and Eidihom* he subordkeated them to the idea, of the irate the basis of all 
German orgatikadon, Bui his gteni contruvetsy wklt Wajtx ^botic the origbi 
of the fmdnl syBiem, and his poddoti with regard to J* Ficker's viesi-s cm the 
difienciKe between the Homan and ilu* German ctmeepdoos of dw; state, made him 
emphasize all die more stmo^y the importance of d^ state in ilie earihssi Germanic 
organization.* Hia oppostdon to Ficker*a " Gentian concepdon of ilie state" 
and its supposed tendenej' to laxity and disruptiortT gave liira a ch^ce of 
expressing his views about the culture of the German peoples. " Emerging from 
the isobiioA of tribal life in which Tacitus depicts them, the Germans rush upon 
the Roman world, not merely in single tribes or dunce tmionaa of several tribes, 
bu: in fedcrarierns which become more and more consolidated during the 
cenrudes. The dtfTercnces between the itkdividuai comportems of ditse Wcradons 
are le\dbd up^" • Roth is of opinicFn that the tribes ^-ere ^imilat^ by die 
cnnquefied pwple. " Tlte Roman proviticmk ihemselves become free assodams 
In ihd FratikUh kingdom."' He sees in this a diiierence between Gettnan and 
Rormm conquest^ in that tlie fomsiif givs to the conquered peopk^ die same legal 
rig^lts as ilie oofiqucrorSi Tlie conquered retain their characieristic sj'sicmsj 
thotigh cmiy so &r as b crimparihle with tinifoTinity of go^xmmenL 

Thus a theory arae which diiccrJy contradicted dte older hypothesis of 
enslavement. As it cotiM be based on sources bdongin^ id the early Fianldsh 
period, the niJier theories oonomimg that pmod, the supp<Mcd tav^^try of the 
contpidrorS and tltcjt destruction of all Honinn culture^ losi evisy logicaJ suppoit;. 
Tltey were sem to be incojnpaiihte wi±Ii die historical facts found in the carliesf 
docuiDcnis. Buc at the same time tlie Mark-assodarion theory, as bfcmirr had 
dweJoped it, was assailed by this vigorous emphasis on the prindpk of puhlic 
authority ttw basis of the whole tonsritution. Waa there indeed any logial 
cuinpatibility between the Two ? 

A very impoitant conthtnution of v. Maureris earlier Mark theory with 
Roih"i Theory of the state is seem in Giefke*s great work. Dot JmacAe Gi^jrdn- 
ixLuftirecht. Tlte umkrlyitig confiecrions here should be noterL The first voJmnft 
appeared in ^B6& 41 a tone when ihere were vigorous co-opemtivc movcmenis 

■* .UiiiT<, £ * Ihpd#,i 53, 
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in Genmniy* and rfic txwk dedicated to G. Be«kr* It doserly fbllowsi 
hif thecir^- The wtde expartsirifn jfid gocai irrilticncc of the cOTpcifajive Impulse, 
which fl«lcr had sttessed as a peculhtr fcaniir of Gemian liie,^ Jterr beconcs 
the foundoiian of iJ>c ivlsofc sociiJ ami pditkol oftier. Like Beacler and die 
bdldera of die earlLcr f^sdem iheaiy, Ckrke is ocmvittced dial ail ficcmen iis 
assodites had equAl i^hi5 and equal duties. The riglii of the associates was 
Freedoiti, the cooittpiitriis of freedom artd of folk-assocbtion coinddetL* Tint folk- 

wiih the sicm of ah fiMiicn opablc of bearing amw 
among the people. Each man waa FquaUy die co*jepresentiiivc^ ctJ-prmectofj 
and co-defender of the folk*peace iind the folk-kiw; and among the CermaTts 
dus folk-^issodation took the plooe of the staiiL 

It will he seen that here Gierke departs froin v. Maurer^s views, and LntroduoCs 
die conception of die state at^rding to Roth into the Mart jheory» coa- 
gtitnttng a great advance on ihe older ibeory, ndticJl he otherwise foltowet! 
closely,® With direct reference to v, Maurec he adds: " The prindple wiiidi 
detemiined the setdements and their earliest de^'elopiuent cveiywhere dbe 
s^me^ a communai occupation of the land, from which ihoe then developed 
communal ownerahip from the liegal point of view, and conumittil £imting from 
an ecancFmic poin t of view /* * Bur Gierke plitoesd the politicd assodstions, Gan 
and folk» in a hi^er category dian the ccxinomic It is true thai he armed 
ar this exuetision of v* Maiirer*s thecry* not by die help of histarical evidence, 
whidt is wholly lacking, but by spi^aJiidm* Gierke tries to aurmotmi the 
difEcolties of combining these heterogeneous developmcnis hy supposing a 
temporary afiliation hetwosi them, and ^ the lanns limc another and higlicr aim 
fur dm later forms. Originally, he says, evety political association was a Nfark- 
community* But folk- and Gsui-M^ks wot not usrd for die individual economic 
neech of the folk- and Gau-associams^ liui far the purposes of the ocmmmmty 
33 a wliole; this was why tltc rigltts of the community ww so pmmiittfit that 
they assiiraad die character of a public ownership, and as such were transferred 
to die kingdom and iis repiesetnadve the king^ as greaicr states formed** 
Gierke must have fch how diiTereni these views w'ere from v* Maurer^S* TJie 
Mark-cotnmunity of die older theory ts cssendidly only an econotnic communiry. 
While V* Maurer as a logical result of his viewrs about the Ntarfc fiuidly came to die 
condurion dut wboki lenitones (e^g*, Bavaria, Alermnnla, Thuringia, Carinihia, 
Camiola, Austria, and perhaps Brandenburg) origirtated in such andimi MarlL%* 
Gierke realiired the absurdity of such a compreliensive definition- He did not, 
however* draw die obvious conciuiioii from his teali2ation of liie fact that those 
ajxas never wot Mark-commumtics in ilic sense of KOrtCffitic assodaiiooa, jwr 
did he doLibl the gsieril <y^TT^iai\css of v. Miurer *5 view* Instead lie tried 
to lecondle the two Idrsas, He thinks if possible " that those lands at scim* time 
possessed an undivided cammoit Mafk"^ w'ltldi did not Itave ai^ deter- 
minmg tnduena; on their dcvdopmcnti' Btrc doo nor this admission shake 
Gierke^t theory tool If in so many cases the orighul Mark-coromujiity had no 
actual determining mfluencie on lie development of pnlitical oommunities, liuw 
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we wc to sdinit ihe pfofcobiUty ihai ai a gcnoal rale n'eiy pnltrrt-:J CDtnratiniiy 
oH^anted in a Maric-ccaunimil)' ? 

These ’vicu? were spcfl subjected lo a serious and duthoriottive attack. 
Waiti iiad alreod/ opposed clam, ckn^i lailar feebly,' and now to 1S71 Rtalolf 
Sohm attacked them with vigour. He Opposed dw Ftetab sdiool, which denied 
that the Germanic badiadaos had any tea! oonoqttiosi of die state, and be showed 
that its views were really suppcnted by the manorial iliecuy of G^tranan. seboUrs. 

The views of v. Maurer and Cierice ch . ing e the Frankish kingdom Into a great 
estate and Frankish intxnari*liic nil* mm j peasant ccosomv." • Suhm places 
Gierke’s assodadon-theoiy of early Gennan W beside that of Rr^e conseming 
the absolute ireedom of tbe Germans ** Tbe old Gertnan poUttcal communiiy 
is dissolved into chaos alike by Rogge's feuds and bv Gierke's associaiions 
{fie/iOMBueiit/u/iy,** * Sohm utterly denies that the Ceemmic eonocptkuis of 
state and a smeian on are idendcsl, and he empharizes the fundameoial diffsenoe 
between assodadon and state in old Getman law,^ His expoution has, ai any 
fate, thr great merit of showing that v. Maurar's and Gierk^s theories are so 
aiiifidaJly consEnicted that opposite opinioos can claim to be cquaJIv vt'eil 
founded. 

Meanwhile, tbe new method of sdentidc regard] in the history of cnltnre 
was fijjther developed by August Mdtzen. A practical surv^r, like Olufien, 
he ti^ the present-day dhisiems of the soil as an imponani criterion of econumic 
conditions in ibe p^. With their help he drew up in t96S a series of ordinal 
types of sctdemcm,^ whkh be rinded as survivals of quite definitely early 
^ods, and made use of theta to describe dw ectKiooiic chanicteristics ^ those 
times, Rmi, iIk sepaiatE-bomesteari setdemeni, wliicb lie Ittnited at first to 
Westphalia and the plain of the Lower Rhine; secondly, the nucleated villags 
between the ^fosdle and the Elbe, whirii '* have preserved in a surpristnglv oriy 
form the remains of a communaj ^tem " in thdr dtviafon of the arable into 
Cewmw# Ch» Engjish "shots” or “ wongs"), in which the owners of the 
mditiddual f/ufen have proportionate shares,* He insisted that “the mosi 
renurkahle system of taztd di^on and land cultivaticnt, directly decended from 
tlie emliest typeofMark^Msodaiion ", is to be seen in the of the 

Moselle couniiy of Trier.» With these types of the old German folk-bnd Ib 
conaasted die more ream group of eiloniql villages of the Siavonic East, which 
^ esenlblly manorial ^pes, corresponding to the bter period of ihrir 
foundation.* 

Metizen acknow'ledged at ono, and realired merre and more as he handled 
Jus mat^l m gresiter detail, that these types do not occur utuformly over com¬ 
pact snd limjted areas of settlejnents. Quite apart fiom the occnneDce of bter 
foms of settitmenta within the district of ibe old folk-land (a co-mdination 
wind) may easily be explained by chronologiciil sequence), complete nndcated 
open Gmamdarftr are found in regions of separate linmesirad reitltmcnt, rod 
Vice In Order lo explain phcoomena^ Metcuai ^’sa often forecfl biio 
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bold fabrication^ the ^sjntradiciii^ of which bartJy concealed the arthidaltiv 
of iltc whok theory,^ 

Ont &ci mu3t here be empliasised: Mdtzeii did mi aniw m ^}E$e 
mdepcTwkfiiJy and gradualljr 35 a result of his nsErrdi mm laud-divraitm, bur 

from the begidning dedsivety inflticiiiand by the theories of v- x\t™rer and 
LiTidatu He it as omain dt3t the early settlemenja were die work of 

the ht;itk“assodadoV Aiid equally for granted tlie commcift ownenJdp of 
die Mark-Und by tit^l and family groups^ He did not rdch a knowledgi^ of die 
iyp&s of s;tilcioedt frum the loyH^ut of the arable but adopusd 

diem fttMii earlier economic lusrory^ md med, m it were, to tllui^trate and prove 
diem from Eliai Uy-oui» TTic long mterv^i heeween ihose early settfements imd 
me condkiuns of to-daj^ left a barit door always open by means pf whidi obiious 
discords mj^il be climiiraEcid as emepdons or titer TTansferEnoes,* In genixraJj 
moreoverT tt is 9iir|ini£ti]g how arbitrarily die supposed chanuerisdics of die 
different lypea are u%d in dcaiiug with individual cases. For e™npk* in one 
viJbe^ (Domnowitt m Silesia) wlikh he ascribes m bter cobnkitian, Meitzen 
noti™ dial the grouping of dw fields in ihe map has lEs appearance of C^on^r; 
bnt mere is no tr^ of die principle ihat eadi farmer should piMm*e 1 prcpportimtate 
ahaj« m egch Gewannr'* The absence of jJils principle is the derisive factor in 
cbsslfig this village in the g™p of bter TOlomzarim. But immediatfiiy after- 
wsnh he poinrs njit that m a village of diis group m the sarne region (Doinsrau), 
the aribk (FeMJIur) is oh ided into absolutely regular &uww, in which the due 
shines of bdtvidna! ornom ate nuiriErically appOTiiined acmrdmg to die 
niiml]cr of 

The next alJy lo odoie ro ihe help of leseajxh into ttn- Jiistorv of eukuTc 
vii* [tie study of pLice^naints, used as sources for ihe history of settleuicnr, 
Gennarty lire pioticer “wus ^V, Amoldf who in his book i)tt ^tuiedebMgtti 
uitd Sratii&tmgen Jiuiscier Sramrrti () ftyj) sought to describe llic settlenufits 
and wanderings of tiie Gennati^ tribes by the aid of the place-names of ilia home¬ 
land, Hessen. His work, laid the foundation for tlte succeeding period and was 
atcr taken as piiem aid guide by numcnius scholars;, f shall hem omit the 
linguistic side of die question and mendy point out that diffeient etymological 
«pfanations of the sa^ name have been given hy diffetwit philologists, WJlat is 
nmdaiiien tally more significmi, in my optnion, is the fact that die ailocation and 
mearui^ of liise plaoe-names &on) tiw point of view of the historv of settlement 
shouW ^ve been studied hy men who were ddtniidy under dbe inHuaice of 
renain theories of economic (listoty. Eariicr scholam imagined G^any in the 
Raimn period as a great primevul' foHssi, full of matsh and mooriand »; con- 
tequHuty Arnold ascribed placmames oonnecied with dealing lo the early 
penod of tfie first coJonizafion ar die end of the flltti oeotiuy,* beemse could 
only imagine tliat the sims themselves must have been acquired for seltfcmcni 
fay means of dearii^ Arnold also holds rumly to die Mark-dieorw^ He ataibuiei 
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the smiJlcT deoiiii^ to Hie camman freemen^ uiio cm acccunt of their com- 
parativdy smaJl property CJOtild clesit only Mrde portions uf the “aa 

an to tmJ ms iilrKtdy lalliw/^ Tlietje were dten subject to ihe 

oonutmn tout™ of cuiiivaiioD. The great Sifangt^ on the oibef hand, were the 
sole propeny of great lards^ for the work of rraamaiJon tt'as carried cm fran 
their manorial dernesnes.' Arnold also dcalij in an even more arbifrary (bsiuon 
with ooncUtion^ as diown in ttie souttDCik Acrording to him the imd view that 
ihc share in die cominon Mark was an appendage lo ihe divided arable land should 
simply be reversed; the Nbrt-as®odadon b the origbal ] and pr^re pmpeny 
in land k a dern-ation from iu'“ * This would cstpbin the piimitive rmmnc of 
common culttvadDn^ in which ihere wtk us yet no compktdy devdoped tyitem 
of private ownership but a constant reallotment of the share of e:^ owtiet in 
th£ arable land, “ a change not only in ihc ittiliiation but in the owricFslup of the 
fields," It Is obvious how little Arnold realixed wliai w^ proved by the fOur^, 
and bow freely he has sotcetmus conxtnied dion, at any rate as fur aa their 
significince for economii: history h concern^ 

Long before AirtoIdS dme other scholar had already itsel groups of 
panicubr place-naines for die purposes of ibe history of settlement, I may 
remind the rc^er that Kemhte in conaklered iliai English village^tOTtes 
in ^htg (A*S. ingasy were In general patroit)mics, and benre that they were 
deriviS frertn a common tribal ancestor or first founder.* These notewonhy 
condusinnSr which later liad many adlnsnsats^* wer^ however, also dependent 
on, and deternijrtKl bv^ qnbe definiie ibecrries of economic libitoryv We have 
seen tltat Kjemble adopted and developed the German Mart-ihcoiy,^ and his 
followers did noi question It, since ito one doubted its correciness or thoughi 

11 necessary to examine it critically. In Germany, RierJer in ' explained 
the numerous place-name^j ia of the Munich dtatrict as clan or Janiily imues, 
and assumed mat'' during ihe immigration uf the Baiitvofi ibe cions came in os 
compact masses, and as compact masses dtey founded their settlements”-' In 
die conclusion which Rkzlet drew kam these phire-namcs, lie was influenced 
by the pre^'ailing theories (as fenmulaied by v- Sybel and Gierke) about the 
importance of family groups as die bti^is of ihe economic and politi^ organixa- 
tinn of the community. He oprcssly quotes these scholm in support of his 
assumptions;.* In iSBo, however, Waia fcad opposed Kembk * and had pomted. 
mil tl^t only a cmain number of iho^ place-names w'eti! of this type. 
form is used in general to denote 4 * bclunging-to * t diher geographical or 
pmoual rdatiort^ps may be meant 

After pimts and practical survey ora, especially in Germany, Iiad tJius laid 
down the essential Linra of Kulmrgmikki^ a Frendi lustorian again took up 
this importini problem. In Fusicl ck Cuuhnges, in die first volume of his 
ifutoirt Jes vuti£itti&^ poUtiqucs fk t&iciemd imdmook a thorough 
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mvisrigat imi inn> rtie Cwmaii pi^nples atwi tlietr ivbdon fo tlic He went 

to ihe soirttM iiLcm%K^cs and bnmight theif irvid^tice laio phiminence, 

dispbying a ert^ ahtbty as in^stdota as it wm acute, ajul an a^irabkr lack of 
pngudke, umtiffneticed by the dieedes wFiiids ww ihai dominant^ espedaify 
m Gtraiany. Tlic tesuk was above all In for k a defitiiie 

lefutatian of the earJier conccpuDit^ of Gcuma barharimi end of ibe destsuctictn 
of Roman cuJtufe« To Fitsiel^ thai important period of traq^inon doea not take 
the shape of a wij^r bettt^cen Germanic and the Roman worlcLcmpite. He points 
TO Taciius Idtnsdf, who malces one of the Germans say tint iliey wtshed in iheir 
own iniercsis to be federated with the Romms, Notl^mg sttfms to him more 
misiaken dian ihe idea drat the Germans were hostile to culiuie and opposed 
to Ronian civiitzatiorL* He stresses Gdfroy's norewonhy observation mat die 
type of the “ p^ysm dti Oanube ** was cjitiEie unknown m Roman conceptioits, 
and was fost invent^ in the ^teenih centiny by a Spaniard^ Guevara,* 

Fustel pamted out thii the Germany did not mvade the Rormn Empire 
merely ^ crurmlfes and with violence, but that a peacuful penetration took place 
over wide areas, by Tnamnl bbouTets and servani^ and by soldiers in the Imperial 
service. He wani$ Us not to Imagine the warlike Iniii^arb of llie Germans as having 
desrrayed everyihing,* Many Genoiin tribes placed themselves at ibe cUspom] 
of the Romans not only as soldiers^ but ato for peaceful daploymcJits, as 
oanEcmporarj' sources pnn'e,* The number of GeitnarL pea^nt-fermers (i^foni) 
on Roman land was, he say^ so great in the fourth oeniury dial several recctu 
scholars havt even seen in them the origin of thii eolonaie.* In panicuLu, Fustel 
attacked the old idea ifcu the earlier presvindd popuIadDn was msUved by ihe 
conquering Cenniins * Mridla^ scriHum nor rite colonate, In his opinion, 
originated in litis way, as historians of the rixreemh to d^teenth ixnturiea 
assumed, in ortkr id expLun the dass-disrincrians of their own iIjm, Both 
phenomena ore really found earlier. Ttie forrner Imdowmets were not robbed 
ot ibdr right to die soil ^; on the contrary, tlie Germans to a considerable intent, 
took Qver existing cotiditionsL Not commuim] ownerahip and reallotmcnt of 
tlie land, tut rather private ownership waA the rule among the ncwxorners.* 
The: Germans were noT nomads bur pernianeTitly serried fermeis. Their soduf 
ct^nditious show a manifold ^adation, similar to diat of atl early peoples.* The 
horde did mt rule; a srafe s>'sf«n already existed.**The freedom of die CennaRS 
was not iinrestrainctt, but was ccFnipatible with the monarchy, which was ihe 
chief form of nifc,” 

It musi be considered an impoitani advanoe in rerearch that Fmtd very 
decidedly emphasized the difference betw^een condiikms in the times of Cpsor 
and of Torims 5nd those which prev'olled in die fifth eenmry at the r^mp uf the 
Gcnmn conquest of the West Ecntuin Empite:, During these three centuries 
imporrant changes took pbee both in social and in poUticol oTgamzallnn,™ and 
the combinations of Gentiaii peoples Jiod moreover chiuigcd, ^ new iribes 
arrived fmm the ^t and push^ die eadier setriets In the West farther 
wesr^^^srd still 
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Tfiitse of Fxjstel meant the real fd^itse of a destructive hfeiicrj^ 

of ctJure from the old theories of vrotetiiyc:, 3 im 1 they opened path) before 
h, Thi^j however, did not tuippcTE lii once, for in spite of the feer thai Fstd's 
theses Vixm based directly on die they ’ft tm not at oocc appredaixd by 

one at thdr ma: vabifr. The theory Brill prevailird that dur Uermafis were 
s^-nomadk in rite rims of Csesat and Tadtosi nor only it held by 
O- Gierke, bur W. Atncdd * and Wjlhtdffi SkJcel (in his descripEjon of ilii; «!cl 
Germim republic) * madt;! it the starting point of theif aDcoimi of GCTman economy, 
August Mcicren in iSSa once more to oonfimi it m detail*; and funher 

devdopments in ttscarch seemed to estahJiah it firmly. 

bleanwliile^ a new erneutminn in legal and comomic hifttny wus tscgintiing 
to gain gtoufuL At the time ii was known ss legal ardueology,* but now that we 
know i& origin and its (mises, we might also call ii sociology^ It -was detrly 
iniiuenced by two, or pos^y by three, iniirJ}ec£uil tatriendB, first by tlic soda] 
moi^ecneat which arose about die middle of the nlneteenib cenniryn secondly 
by Charles Darwkf s sdmttific theory of n-ohuioti, and finally by the 
of compaiiitivc philology (F^ Bopp, J, Griitan), Tlic first two moth'es may be 
clearly ?een in the works of Simmer blame. In i&ei, in bis early work on /fariotr 
Ixnv^ he assembled together the diflcreiit forms of soda! onirtf > atoOTg die \TtriEjiis 
peoples, not Umirtt^ bimsdf to Europe but setting India tn the foreground; In* 
Gad worked in India and had become famUiar wi^ the sodal sj^ton there from 
perscnal observation.^ The ntfw rnethod of study is comparative. Tlie Slav 
world is also used for purposes of oomparbon, and epechi] kiccrest is attadied 
10 Russia, whose ccmdidotts are described in the works of A v. Haxibanseri * 
and Tegoborski.^ Anulogies are sought and simibritlcs in soda] evoludoti are 
empitasired. This tendeiiry in rese^r^ is as inirtnatioiial as soda! denicKzracy 
itself, and ariMe in the same period. In prijndpJc^ howci.w^, ii wa$ net new, for die 
eariiEr sodal Imtoruna, who dmught of the GctmiiJi^ in the age of migrutioo 
as sasTigefi, put dicm inio the lamc cLss Js the Intiians ^ other undvilited 
p^plcs.* But what WTS nm? was ihe expectalkm diat an invesngaiion of oon- 
dltiona among tbtsr present- 4 iiy barbarians would thraw light upon the past 
of peoples who liacl rcaclied a higher stage of dvilization. Here we see 
cttiariy die powerful influence of the scientific clteories of evoituioti, espectally 
those of Oiarfes Darwin, just as these assumed a condnusiJ advance fhom lower 
to higiier fonns of development and proved that (his ascent look place step by 
step, so (^ new sodolt^ ako believed it possible lo systemaiize an evoluiitm 
of the various peoples from stage to stage of dvilixadon^ so iha a similar pitigress 
from the most undviliatid to the most highly developed sa^ would holid gpod 
for all. In ilin iranttcr science look its colour from the equalizing lentkn^^ 
social movtsieflis in die political sphere, and sought to dhnlnate ihe individuidisuc 
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rEatum» aftiistiUfjial (fcvdopinent- An auEmpt was made to prove fitm ihe hitroiy 
of culture that thi; fkv&itniB ideas and icleib of llm great social tendency^ the 
cimraaer of which was at tfiat mne distincdy oofniminiftic, liad cchtcd m a sort 
of gohkti age in ilie youth of the peoples. Retioe ti soertuHi almnst ancJomaric 
dial die origifial form of landovnerdiip was coHectiveit and that pdvmte ownership 
did not develop untU mitcb later* The fTeedom iind equalJiy of the asoCTcbtcd 
settlers W3s a further anribule of that imagmaiy primtdve pohjiL common to al] 
ruiiidns of the world It tvm hdieved that the oonditions of the Dithmanch 
peasants were a survival of dm dine, untouched by any of tic great movementB 
of die apes. 

In ityi Sunmer Mattie devoted a special work to his fjvoimte 
yHtage Commmhks £e iAf Easu anJ IFiff, Here^ for earlier Ceiman condldonSf 
he made uncnii[^l use of v* Maurer*^ Mark-dieory^ wliidj seemed to offer a 
welcome support 10 his assumptioo^. His theojy ^ickty found many adherents 
in other countries* In dir mat year E Laveleye came to its support in France* 
He hist published in the Rivm deux a series of anicles^^ which are 

mainly a notioe of Sumiier Mainers two works, but deal also with a number of 
other derailed wmks of simitar temieneyv ^di os Nassse*s F£/ 4 ^tm£mscAafi, 
Haxdiottsen^s description of Russian condidons, and oihfiiv. The Russian 
communal s 3 'stsn of the so-fldled Mir pbyed a great part in dieses The ^cond 
article, dralttig wftfa the CcTman Mark, b uft the works of v- Maurer and 
A* Meioen, on G. Hanssen’s studies of the GtA^jltrs^h^t system of die Trier 
district. The last-named syston and the Russian Mir were $acT^aed, so to speak, 
to the theory of comirrujiiil ownership and oomnmna] cuJdvaitiof] amoi^ the 
primitive peoples. The diird atiidi! dealt with types of the ^ily, and here the 
liousehold-cQmmiiniries of the Soudiem Slavs wem desmfaed in 

detail. 

In die same year as this work of Laveleye, the legal iiiarotian P* Viollet 
published a ireadse on die Caratiare dn pr^mih^£s bnmot^rEjy* 

tn w'hidi be arrived pt similar conclusions. From a sdentific point of view hfs 
preface to tlUs work is very instructive, for in it he founded the method of com^ 
pantave 1^1 Iristoiy^ on die model of comparative philology* He does not, 
however^ tn r rali?^ the gteai dang^ of a jtojcmoiri oondusipns drawn from 
cctminnn nr simiku- legal cjondidcns in two widdy distant dvjlmiLocis. He 
cannot stilfc a demht» to whedwr thes^ are always to be conridend a$ evidence 
of ctmmsnn origin or of direct borrawing. He cnnsideis, however, like Sumner 
Maine and the Ajncrican Morgan** that condidons among undvilbed peoples 
of did present day may give usm vivid and l^thful pictune of che social development 
dirough which our fore&diers once passed^^ He, iberefures proceeds from the 
travellers* tales of Asiatic nnmad peoples to explain the aocoimrs of ilie old 
GemwiE pvim hy Cesat and Tadtus- He explains the differences betwe^ tlm 
two latter as a fiirilier development in the intervening peric^ of about t f o yens, 

Viollet also deals with sources belonging to the hiscorical period proper, and 
which are rebtivety dose to one ariothfir bi date^ and teeks to establish from dicm 
the different stages of a defmiie process of evolurian, (eading in (x^niiiiuous pnDg;rc 3 s 

* *" Ia -ifc U ^ ffT^i h Joo-i <T-; U, io| ft 
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from boibanc prunidve ccrndidons ta our modem dvUtouiotu' Stidi primitivp 
condilioflS ure siil!. In Ills opimim, to be found In (he Lex Satka and Oliier caxljr 
Feinktsh legal sours. He deals espedalty «1th ibe limon’ of »Iea, and diinks 
that because the subiect is not mentitaned in die Lue Sa^ca, we may mndude thlU 
(He sale of laud 'was hanily knovn ai all" at that (1™^ umm^ tlte Ceniunis 
The numerous oontiucis of sale in MeiovingUn and Carolingian times, iv’tUeH 
contmdicr this theory^ are simply eKplained away as Roman f 

I^eJcye’s essays, w’liich went later collntcd in a book. La pntjirUaf 
prirrudyi,- and translatal into Gemuin,* soon obtained a considerable inflnrtire 
otrer scholars and were looked upon sa a compendtim of sodologtcal wisdom. 
In France, Gd&t^ at once made use? of diese theories for a detjiUed study 0/ the 
Cermcmia of Tadtus in his book. Rome et les BathaitJ (1674). Here he applied 
the compacative method of his ptedecessors, Laceleyeand Viollei, to die evoluiion 
of Gennanic sockiy, (dying on Hanhausen for (he Sbi-s and cm v. Maurer for 
Germany. Cononunal land~ownerahip is regarded in general as ihu piimlcive 
Slate, and this assumption is still funher extended, even the Angjo^awon folk- 
land ” being espbliid in this senses Meanwiilli!, Nasst was sttitlyii^ English 
agrarian conditions diuing die Middle A^, and he concluded from die system 
of scattered strips in fields and ilte compulsory tnutlne of cultivation whiidt then 
prevailed, that tbete aunt have been a cotnmon ownership of fields tn the medieval 
villBg^.* His difiories were used by Sumner Maine when considering the villi^ 
community in his Ltcttira on the Early U'uvay ofinsnstimnt (1 

In 1877 all these views^me brought into one grand canonicaJ system by the 
Ametican, Morgan, who has not unjustly been cal!^ one of die linuarv patjiarehs 
of the nerwtr social dernocracy. His widely read and oficD quoted' worit Tht 
Anofta^ Socie^ has the signthiainT sub-tide " Inquiries into the Pwptas of 
Humanity fmm Sairagery duouglL Barbarism to Civilization According to 
his view, tile evolution of mankind everywhere took place in (he same wav and 
along i1k same padi, so that there was a bidder of progtess &pin the lowest 
stage m tire highest cidtutal development, up which all peoples must dimb. 

Xlie earliest ancestors of tint Aryan nations probably had to work through 
stages of dtfture like those of pmenl-daiy barbaric and savage races.” ^ITien 
the Gerroans first learnt to know tJte Romans, diey were at the top stage of 
barbarism. From tlie aoroimts of Cajsar and Tadtus, Mot^ ^inks that ihe 
Gi^anic family of that time was syndyusmic. " Various rdared families ate 
united in one household and live corunninisticdly.’' • 

Soon after the publiGiiion of there theories, dotihis arose as to thiur 
ooneemn^ It was the grat merit of K. Tli. v. Tnama^ternegg, who in 1879 
me firsi sG^iiJic account of CtJmiOT ecoitotiiic hiaiofy^ ih^ii fie opposed 
^ Wie^pmg assempfis of v. Muuneir mneerdng the hnpixrQnce of the dcnnan 
I lUik-^siKiaridn^. With a eddoi acumen, otheru^Lse not alvaVs to be fourtd m 
ids work, l>e brcuaght into piombenoe the mum point .und the ^qmreof cftnt 

with cftvBta tefacJiw lie «lle bLd (dtalJnn 

b tamx tivc d*oA ^toulcnt lo iaficbaiii quJ, ck ai^ 

“ irrafofTTKslj CB \ J'itM mitcrkf rhucBiiM." ^ 
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In \tiurt!ir^s assumpiiOTiRv vk. “ hk tn^dcal derivadan of bio* Aifork-commijnid^ 
ftom old Gau-Mart-S| and hia failure lo realroe the npiwrial fingiii of ricuiy of these 
great Marfc-coniiiiiimdes Thus v* Inaimi really proooimcsd sernence on all 
th* other accounts which were built up on v, Msurer^s vork and marred by ih^ 
^anie metliodological error* Ekewheic* abo^ he d^ivdy oppcFied the fbnda* 
mental theses of the sodolog^cat school. A common owm^iip by the cbm, 
of all the landed ptpper^ of Its [ndivitliHl piembcrs,"' be wrotts^" isss undimkable 
as 3 sanlliiT nght on die part of die Mafk-^ssocmion*'' * 

CharaEttrbdcaUyj^how^evef, v, Inama did not pursue liiscortecr observatioTK 
m thrit iogtea! condifdort, but irkd in a &ieiidly and aoDommodating spirit to 
act ^ a tnedkttir. This was, perhaps, also due in part lo ihe faa thai as a practical 
ecofiamlsi die careftil and critical use of sources, cusiomary among bUtorkna, 
was less Guniliai to hbn^ 

A few years after v. Inama's woric, Denham W* Boss was led to auernpi a 
resTsion of these theories/ He aims at supplementing the materia] already at the 
disposal of adiolais and at interpreiiiig doubtfiil texts and documentSi ond, 
proceeding from diest, lie calls into question the correctness of the preii^atent 
view* He oppCFScs the theory of ccunmunaj land-ownership and equal holdings 
in the time of Csesar,* and ri^tly emphasiaes the faa that undivided land should 
not be coii/tised with common ownmhip/ analj-sing in detail the misiakes of 
die communlsiic theory/ In hb opinion, pnvaie ownership of land wus in 
existencK before cumniDii owTietshtp/ Denham Ross also subjected hts oppement*! 
argLonerits from the folk-laws to renewed mdekm, and here, too^ he rejeaed the 
prevalent theories- The iarpomnee of his work tit the liicrxEiire of the suh^t 
cannot tc^day be dented, espedully as it cocrectly emphasizes the general 
uncertainty of all thb re^iidi, the semdness of the ckxiinieniary evidence, and 
the obscurity of the Purees, which makes them susoeptO^lc of different and even 
contradiccury' inrerpretaiions.” 

But thb opposition did not prevail; on the contrary scMaolo^cal cohecdvist 
theory spireod ever farehen A dior^cteristk csampli: may be seen in dte dlsoassion 
among Kicndi scholars in tSRi, which is recofded in the t^avaux Jk 

tjtcadimie S^iefteki Jfora&i /^flySfripxej/* First of all, Fusid de Coulanges 
auacked Lavrieye and tried by an examirtation of die sourtes to show ihat his 
fundamental dieses were wrongs hodi from n social and from an economic point 
of view* The Gemmns were no longer nomads iu rhe times of Caesar and Tadtus, 
and privvtK properry may be dearly proved then-*^ In opposiuon to this, otlier 
sdmSu^ especially the jumr Glassorip defended the cormrnmiaric ffteoiy*^ It b 
chjuwcterisEic of the ontldieses which appeared in this discussibn, dial Fuvters 
opponents reproarhed him, among other tilings^ with Itiving exaggerated die 
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of tKc barhanans.1 Here we ««the old Rotnanisdc xttitude still inAucndng 
the irmd of iJjoughi, 

In the course of the dbciraioo Fustel de G>ul 4 U)ges spdy tugcd the crhenofl 
of chtonologyf which die jurists and sodoFo^si^ liad hlthmo neglected in Aeir 
noatmcTit of tlte sour^. Ue showed that tii^re b no evidence of the oft'^^uotcd 
Russmi ^ Slii until iaie thuieontb oeniuty sounst md thst other cnddenoc of 
conununUiic conditions of owmship fe even Luer, often as late as the eighieenlh 
ccnimy,* His weighty ponounceaieni in iliis connoctitHi was ornatnly s'try 
much to the point: “ Avant de constniize tout un beau sysiime sue Its com- 
mun^, mir, tea allmend, on faait bien d'^tahlir loir date ci teur origine," • 
But its aivay atid it was unnoiioed, chMy, no doubi, bcGUisc tn both 

rtsoce and Geroinny the laier standard works and toci books of le^l hhtnry 
were wiittffl by adhorenis of the commuttisdc liicory. Tiie num Influenria] were 
O. Gierke $ wor^ specially his Gtr^osunsehefisreckty in Cetmitny, and die legal 
"i**®*^ ^**^^^* * Classon * in France. These schulan, bolditig as tliey 

o eliifif professorial posidoits in both countrids, liad a great peesonaJ 
inii^cc oti the next genenuton, and thus there was luntrally po serious opposidoo 

view's. Moreover, Georg Kaufmomi's Demstht Gttckicku (l 88o), dealing 
wuh da early Gennans up to the time of Charles the Great, aJthou^ it contained 
muii that correct, adopted the old taiastiophic theory. *' The foUt-imendoia 
flooded the world of ancient dvtlitsitioa with barbaric peoplm, die East with 
Slavs, the Wesi fti[h Cermaos. The old dvilkadon was bmu^t to the dust, 
but wl^ the Germans W destroyed, a new fonsst of young taca grew tom the 
nu^ His work deals diiefly widi coosututtunal history, and sofofter the manner 
of Mim, to whom rite work is dedicated) ihe staiB appears to him the essentially 
ctvihzing clemenL Without it^ art an4 ecnnnnijc jctivity sodety 

ran dd rwthing; withmit k they produce only quiddy-fading Htiv^ ’wlkidi 
lack a ntnIdJng to adorn.* Tile Germans;, iji Ids ofdnion, sowed die seeds of a new 
consamtional ^tem in a soil saturated: vi-ith die lemlo of onturies of 

opposition iaier* I may remind the reader 
of^venins sigitilicaiiT invesdgarion into the ** Communia V mwl ofihe amn-k 
tuam ^^inst the Mark-associadoD theory hy Richard ttildehTand, die lawyer 
OTd polifkal^nQiiiist,whowent sofiuas tccallira*' chimem" of the scholars ! * 
^o kdjx Dah^ to wftqm we must allow Cwhawver we niay tiiink of his work 
tn itofo^) a thoroti^ knowled^ of German oonditions and especially of 
trie sotiiwa of that rioji^ tepeaiodly attacked this theoiy and also tlic scirentttiia 
ab^i the German lack of culture,* ihoiigb he did nor coUcct his kotated doubes 
and Objreuons tnto an impressive refutation of the pres-aleni views. Neither was 
ttiB done by E. May», when Ire tried, by a comparison of Cerman and Froidi 
development, to atplain paiallc! phmoinena by means of a coimnon Frankish 
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or cVEti Roro-ui On ttu! one Icmd ibk early period did m>i o^iy come 

fridiin (he scope of lus wliidi dedi maJtily ihe lundi (o ihc foun^mb 
oKituriei, on the orher hs aim wa? mtlier to consitlcr ilie miticr from die 
legal point of siem than lo pursue tlie problems, of ectmomk history, whiidt were 
tcnidj^ upen only casudHy.^ 

As ectmoioic hUtoiy became more tliort^ugh and capand^ into detailed 
feseaich^ doiihts and disagreemjeois began ro be more stro^y fdt. One after 
another she ptrod old iiof^ paraded by the scxiologicat theory went lame, 
Fifsfc of all liie &moiis Ge^^Jir^nAafii^n of Trier were reTOgruzed to be a later 
commurmi arrangement fore^ on die people and seignjeur^ in arijnn ^ 
die Russian Mir suBemd dit same face *; the Anglo-Saxon tolk-land lost iis 
importance as widenoe, because its intcrpremdoii was seen to have been 
incorrect *; finally dte southern Slav properly tnvesdgat&d^ found not 

luconmin wltat eadiersdiotors had tri^ to prove ftora iU "nius the former supports 
g3^'e way ; and—most iniportint of al!-^e old method boirowcd from cotn- 
parative philology shafcenj espedojty as the Jatter seknee had largely ceased 
to tjsc iu 

This short liitftoifcal sketch of the litcrauire of this subject has tiow^ reached 
Its goaL It 1$ not my purpose in dii$ inluaJ. chapter CO consder thii most recent 
works dealing witit many special branchts of subjatt^ nor to mte my own 
posiiiofi with regard to die vkivs of the many writers on this gjreai problemp 
That in itself would Sll a book with, unending ^tail In Uier diaptets tiiere will 
be oppoitimittes to mention tliese works wlwn dealmg widi spedd questions. 
Here h lias been my endeavour to describe (I'm main lines along wbtdi reoent 
problems in the tusteny of culture have developed, and in parttaikr to ^lifw how 
nmdi they bav^ been induimiced by the currents of cnntemporojy thought by 
genera] intelkcnij] tendencies tn political evolution of Europe since tl^ 

sixteentli century^ Tliese are clearly redecred in all the more reoeni theories, wliich 
ore indeed (imdy rooted in them^ die barboiian theory in the age of Humanism 
as 1 hcoad foundation^ then the eighteendinreniury theory of freeflom and equality, 
leading directly to the assodation theory of the early ninctfienth century, and 
finally die sodologicat point of view in die period of sodsl democracy and inter- 
nanonaliaiTtt with its comparative method devtdoperi in imitadoD of camporanve 
philolo^, TItfi history of culture h a fiiithfal n&Becrion of general intclIcctiLal 
rendendes and of the ideas of successive period^ whkh have projected tbdr 
ideals back into the hritoric past, seeking to prove a real for llicm thcre^ 

Tlte fortn of the parricukr problem wSch wt; are considering has been riiaped 
during ihe advance of European dvilkadoii, whkit it refieots in oil its features^ 

Tliis fact provide a criceficFti cm whidi to base a critidam of tbose theorksi, 
If iJie coouections be clearly establishsd, if we $ce where the prevaleni vkrwR 
have originated, then it is pofi$ibie to estimate them m their true value and to 
emancipate oursd%*e5 ftom them by going back id the orighi^ sources^ For rbe 
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xKtua) pmnise^^ these vanous inierpti^tmiom ^ to be found uot «o nxudt iu 
tiie scurofis iheiitselvcs ^ in thu9c inicdleciLLil lecbdendes of which we Lave been 
speaking If flic latter disappear^ or air tn-day rni longer appUcible^ the theory 
also P considmble prt of its vilality. One Ilss hut to femember how 
difFercndy modem philology now interprets the term iarSarl * | we now know^ 
that it does not mean savages or w enemies of entturtp Remember^ loo^ ihc 
mighty influence once widded by the doemnes of QiaHes Darrin and of 
Morgan they have been lo-diy almost abandoned by sociolo^srs, for light has 
been thmwn on the histeny cf the iamity and of prinudve ciiintre which flaily 
ctmtillers them^ SodoJogyy economics^ and to some mnent aJso jurisprudtmce 
imrt already^ here snd iliere, shaken themselves fire from those eailier views, and 
Live lakoi up quiie ^ cliiTment attitude, especially conoeming the development 
of bnd-^wnership and the beginning of $^ety, h it not luiie that the l^oty 
of liit sch-called Middle Ages p^o took note of tfie logiizd om^equences of all this 
newly acquired knowledge ? A dose obsm^tian will sherw us that tnany Mcas 
■winch hoLi the fidd tenday are really based on fcntridafiom whkh are no longer 
ftned Ki bear sudi gtear edihoe^ Tfie ibriving science of dvillzincm ius thrown 
out lurw brmebeST espedally pre-history and njtriy Gwinan atdi^og)* j nor 
must we fotget philology, whim has now opened tip much rkhcr smire^ to us» 
Above alb die historical methexf is now demanding its rights- It is impossible 
in the twentieth oentnty to judge the b^is of Etiropean civiliiipricm^ the events 
of the first to the sixth centuries from late medievaJ sources, especially the 
soiled IFdjiumtfj or even from die observ'ation of cighieenih-ccEtufy 
conditions by unsdentific practical admimstmtor^^ or of modem systems by 
nineteeflibHajntkiiy surveyoi^. However valuable as pmcilipiries of modem 
knowledge these enteria niay have hem or may gdll be, modern sdence w"il] 
use sudi worm-eaten mitches only with great caudcTi and in extreme necessity^ 
There dfe nuw enougli soums qf other kinds ro be conmiied, in 
contradiaion lo ibc fortner bdief that there was do? enough contemporary 
evirUjiee for thuse early periods. We must try, with tiie Iwlp of pic-ljetoty and 
German archaolngy, to fbd iw foundations which may make possihte a more 
comet and confident ei'aluattnn of the Roman writen vluo have hilheito, despite 
their bias, been die nuin sources. 'Hie splendid results of U te Roman esemtionSf 
■which we owe chiefly to the admimhic organization of the Limeskom/aittiarttit^ 
the insulficifflitly appredated work of tile Romnn and Cennan museum in 
finally the self-BScrificmg and arduous activity of the numemus Germao 
«chjiL>olo^cd and iiistorical sodedes—all these must be colLccted and tetiously 
used for the tieamKiiL of these problems, and their histotied <»iKCt|ucn» must 
be iract^. They provide new means for arriving at a sdeniific knowledge of the 
basis of early meduival culture. Fmalty, the tesults of modem papyrology are 
also of great importiince, not only because through them we liave for the flist 
time been enabled to leam someihing of the ongins and COimectioita of law 
Roman cutmre, but breause we gain thereby more certain standards by which 
to fudge the pw played by the Ccmiana ia gcnerel cuituii development. Early 
medieval dvilizadon is no new plienomenon, the ptimiiive culture of coarse 
harbanans, Hco-otioting wi tb or displacing that of a dying world whidt it destroyed 
On the comtsry^ it is an organJi: accurately fitted link in iIk chain of an atideni 
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evobjiiotit fitini ooe lacc to anodicr, aod it «'as to the best initiest of 

each twocessor to shaie ia ptevtuiti achievemcnii. 

The natiin of these new oieetia. ttill make poestbre the virtnaJ ejedusion of 
i]iu subjective intapmation of ambiguous •'statements by foreigjicrs. about 
Gemun cuittue, ■whkb was the main aouioe of erior in eariier sdiolaishipp ft 
wrtlt also mduce the legal records, hiih^o conddeied the most impcrtaitt somces, 
to the r™k for due early period, since teoeni critidstn has shown that they 

are not ^ oU 39 they were once thought to be. Moreover, a drastic limitation of 
the scope and applicability of th«e sources, namraily based on the purpose ani^ 
i-aiBM- of that compodtiott, and recognised repeatedly by recott legal histoiiaoS) 
Tifili now make it possible to imerpeet and use dtem mudi more 


CUATTEB n 


THE SO-CALLED "EARLIEST" PERIOD (CAESAR AND TAOTIIS) 


T he oT every dvitiiaticHi musr begta with an ecamirtatton of rlia 

porainaluies of is nanrra) envlrornnent, since diCSe fonn, as it were, die basis 
ot its devdopnuaL Ii ii precisely in this respecr that reecnt research on die 
ao*ealiH! or cailksr period oF Gennan history/ has produced revolutionary 

tBSults^ by proving tlie bases on vbicli the old theory s^'as built up to be uiKenable. 
It u'as on bypotltesis ssenttal to ibis tlietwy that at the tutie when Geituans 
and Roniaiis came into dciser ccintact with one another, Gemuny ^"ss covered 
with maisibes and dense primeval (brets.* Irrefutable e^denoe of tliis was 
found In the accounts of Cesar and Pliny, from whidi scholars chow lo draw 
thsjr pictures of eondUions at tlih dma But, In oppositton to ibb view, students 
of preltisToric ordtoilt^, geography, and philology Ime now come to 
tmaniinous cxmclusions which give us a safe starting-point for ctitka) examimdoii. 

It must, of course, 1m conoeded that in pieliistoric and early histsHc times 
Central Europe was much more densely wooded than ir is ti>day, and marsh and 
moorland were certainly more extensive. But earlier sebobn lave taken too 
little notice of the fact dut besides die g?ieat forest regions, and WH i* tnanJi 
and moorland, there were also considerable unfoiested zonm, whidt did not n*-«T 
to be cleared or broken op, providing plaos for seitlimieni. Tl^ unfmested 
reg^oTO were settled in the Stone Age, several thousand yora before Gassar 
or the br^niung of tlx Cfartsdan era. Robert Cradniann, to whom above ail 
we owe our knowledge of ibis impomni question, considers tint one of tile 
most surprising Eicts of preliisioiy is the ’* lack of any geographical progress 
in land settlement hewn Kcolltbic dmes throughout die Bronte Age and die 
Ilallsiatt and La Teno epochs down to die ihnsbold of Roman times'*,* 
O. Sdiluler, too, has been able to show from a deailed esaminatioii oi'Nor^m 
Tliuiiogh, espedally the regions of die Unstnu and Helme^ ihai die extent 
of mainland was gtmly exaggeiated by early scholars, and tliar between the 
^ge of ^ old fmests and that of the andent marshes there was a strip of im- 
fonested land, open and fit ft>r agriculture:, which had never been wuoded.* 

AD the eii'idence for this new knowled^ cannot, of coutse, be given in 
detail here. But an especially iraponaat and characteristic ecmiple of tlie 
it^equacy of the old theory of etienrive nuishes and primeval roresis is pro¬ 
vided by K. Schuinadiet's msmictivc rt'idence conoenOng the old citlmral 
□13trii:t ofihe JUunc plain nf In j ScliutrtiidiEr sliowtfi, from mtmeruus 
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£rnJi ocdv^tioins, that fmtn die Rrcmzc to the eorly Li T^tie epodi chcre 
wm dty Und in ihai disizic]:, which tnu^t Ijsvc bm ctcfifie!^ seitJed^^ huked^ tic 
thciMi^t it possible tkat die Rhine pbin msy hi ]»rti h;ive been diier dun it a 
iCHtby* Aruingous obxm'^iicim have ixen nude in the Rliine plain of HeWp 
hastd nn tinmatom preliistotic ii*inams found in a tine ninning ihmugh Lorscfi^ 
ll^inlctrip Halm* Doimheim, and Gross-Gerau. The swe and density of this 
pjt-Rotrwn population, wjien ihc consider ihe tximi of ilu excavaied settle- 
iwnis, can be opblned only on the assutnptiqn that large nudeatedvllbg]» 
ntuit Juve existed tbete dmmghout all periods The dilfoent peoples* sis Hsy 
fbUcrci'td one another, obvioualy profiEcd by the agricuJmFnl work of their 
predecessors, and the theory ibat they lived only in small bands or m scattered 
senlements is quite unt^iable^ It is ineomet to suppose titit ttiese earEy peoples 
wm at the lowest stage of ctvtUzaUon* wandcfing about in bord^ duoug^ 
tlidtr enrd!es;s pmncval forests and hunting wUd animals^ 

Making iise of modern ttavdlers* acemtnis of Africa and Ameritn, Ratzel 
had already remarked that priifiitive peoples follow ibe naniral clearing ^dong 
the banks of rivers and lakes and the bniders of die priinevnl forest* but do not 
often penetmte far into the latter*' Johannes EIoop^ was in smssmg rhe 
fact tim d&c primes'll forest b the enemy and not the fdend of man; primitive 
man may make oepedidons into the forest but will notsettle penftanetidy diare 
In prehistoric times cteaiings for arable land were probably vety sdAim msde 
on a large ^cale to forests* bin the open land bordering thereon of&red die 
aondidons iwcessary for existence* ** Hera there b free movemem* extensive 
pasuuage* and the richesit stock of game j our domesde atilmals, our crops and 
weeds and mr whole dvdizauem point to open lands as ibeif home," * fu 1920 
E, Walik dbcu$$ed in a visry full and penetreting tnannfif ** die natunil basts 
of die setilcmenx of S<judi-W«t Germany in pre-Roman sh^wiag in 

decail the close cannectiOTi of Ncclithic dvUixiitian wub geologic^ condluons 
and plant distribution (moorland^ black earth* loess areas)* Hb latest essay 
“ Cemciny in the New Stone Age" 1911^ 9 "*®) 

gives a suppletnentaty defruiiion of die relailonsliip between the gcogitiphica] 
distrihutipn of vegetation and die history of settletflent* ''The wsndcren 
foltowed ihe clearings or bush-ooveied plains and ibe grasslandj wtiich ^'as 
now begumtr^ to appear." * 

In addidoti* It ^onld be observed that according to the statements of che 
Remans, die gr^t forest regicofis of Germany were not impassable^ as primeval 
foTc^ would he. Osar blmklf tells u% dm a fast Tuntier could cross die brcadtli 
of tlie great Hercynian forest in nine days,* and also that no Gennan b to be found 
who, afrer sixty do)^ march* could say that he had come to an end of itp^ Tlie 
accounts of die bottles of Varus against tbe Germans state that before thedeciilve 
bottle in the Teutoburg forest die Roman army came to a " aecless pli^ 
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md fhe buvdsca^ dfinribcd by Taciiut in fiii ncrouni nf riie ofGemunicus 
Aijw% Similar ibadin^ Tht Rofnim Legium rqxiaEcdly pm tfic fonesr 

on long m^crdves* Ccrmanicm on occasion which of rwo po5^~blc 

ixmtci ht diodd choo^ through i great forcsi region—ihc ihorco- whklt ’wns 
more often ttsed, or tfae ks^ opm enienL, along which hb ad^''^moc would be 
moftt unexpcciiofL^ Rep&jrcdly m T*dto3 we find ^iccoisnts of bonks between 
brge bodies tif rroops in the forest itself, in which fhorc i$ mention of cleanrrngs 
and unfoff^ed areasi* or tlie f:3V4a}cy seeks in ihc forest-^ h is dnioiis that 
diese extemiv-E forests were regubrly ireversed and allowed the pas^ge of large 
bodies of troops. Moreover^ artiitda] arthworks liad afit^dy been emeted by 
ihc Gennaiu in ihe um^v and forest knibi Tadm% for etajiipfc, tncfuions 
a broad datn or wait of ^xh which served as a boundary berweixi die At^rivartt 
and die Clierusci,* The i^rees whldi ds^ whh die battles Eietveen RotzmiS: 
and Gennam in ihe third cenrun' give a similar account; thus Hetodian, 
describing hladmus^ campaign in the foterior of Gtramiy (c* says that 

the CcEiELiru had withdrawn from die plains and mkss districts and liad hidden 
tn foresa and m^hes.* 

AiHnher gmu problem in the liistCFry of German ctdritre Is nEosely 
connected wiih iluese tmumi cemdidems of seitlemenL WImt w^as the stage of 
civiUzadon reached by the Mid-European peoples^ and more espeemUy the 
Gmnanft, at the beginning of the Cfaristmn eta ? For i long timej despim con- 
sidetabSe objections, tlie istatefnents of Cge^ar and Sinbo kd many sctiolars to 
consider rhem m nonmdic or at any rate semi^c«nadic.* To«day ihis view may be 
re^uded m ddinitely lefutedi now dm it has been attacked b so mony excelleiit 
works by Cennan hisioritms^ economists, philologists, and studcnis of agrari^ 
econcimy.’*' In Fnmcje, too* where scholars under the inlbteiK^ of the older 
theotiffi of Montesquku and Voltaire were sdll indined to look on die Conans 
J3S a mcc of low dviiizarion, Fustel de Coubnges emplmtically condemned the 
tlieory in rSjy * and agtim in tSB;** 

Srnre then scholarship has made still more considerable and importoui 
progress. To-day we know from prehistoric remains and from pliilotogical 
research diat, throLighoui the emtre and west of Eoropie, agrkultitre is nm iwo 
thousandi but four or five thousantJ, years nld^ Even if Indo-Gcrmank people 
did not live m Central Europe, as some recent sdiobre assume, but came into 
Getnany from the Eaai, this must Itave happened centuries before tlie anivai of 
the Romajis, so tllat die Germans were oEminly a4x[uaintjcd with tillage from die 
rarliest rimes* Agriculture was not a biandi of dviUzalion which appeared with 
the Romans; and the eatiy Gmtiun agrarian aystem wa5 more lughly dcvdnped 
on its technical side than used tc be suppcHotL Not only W'Cte the Cenrans 
familiar widi the use of die boe, which recent researdi, b any no longer 
regfttris as a stage in the dirvdopinjcm of agrictilmre, btii they already iffied oxen 
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and hdfSB fflT pluiigliing*^ Mojipcjv^sfp it lias bttrt dumn w be vwy probable 
that tli& wheekd ptmigdi ms a Gennanic trrvetirifjn aurtf dM as Pliny itiooghr^ 
erngitwte the tymtans.* 

Thcss r>Ki3, whkii been esGiUtshcd by ptditsxndc fe$eaft:lL and 
companitive phjlology\ irituit form the Etasis of our oltid^m of Qesar and Tadtus, 
the Roman writcti htm ftlmm eady dedved thnr chief knowledge 

of condtHcins in rbo ao^lod '^eadiest" ptiiriod of German hbtDr}^ Ti oa 
pan of dUF purpose Itm lo deal in dcmJI with the great irtass of contmentariej 
on wo paEiiattia of the litetaniie of Gemmn csvilmuon. In gemmaJ, 
I ibUow the gtoup of sdiolan wiio have ihromi doiibts upim tbdr tdiahllttyT 
and f5$pccbiliy upon tb;H Oesar,' Also dnscripckma appear to tot? ro 

tdbin to cxoepfional conduions^ broughi ^bouc by the GermaD and 

migr^uon^* M. and espeeiany Hiiops have bought together a mass uf 

arch^logica! c^'idcnce ftlw contbitilty of seltlemetiis from tlic Neolidttc and 
Bnrnze down to Ithioric times^ Uh peculiar nature of prehistoric cemctJcri^ 
tlxr number of culdvated plants^ the system of manuELiig, reapingr thre$!img, 
grindings and making gmin jniD breads also forms of worship and myihs^ ere.) 
wtucli shows rhoi die normal sxaie of die Geramns was one irf peaceful and sctded 
ejusteiijizef and that agrioitnire musi have ptayed an itnportanf parr as a soLiroe 
of food even ai ibe rime when the Ind&'Genmou: peop!^ were still shoring thdr 
coTprnofi hobiiai. 

In addiduji to the tsmmples of com-gnrwrng among die Gennanii^ which ore 
given by M. Much nod W. IHdsdinianii^* comb passages in Casar may be drnd, 
whLdi indicate that they v^tlued this fonn of agriculmre very highly.* He tells 
us dtat he fprood the Helvirii, wiio had left ihdr iand^ to return lo it^ so dtat the 
Gennons on the oilier ride of fbe Rhine might rtoi occtipy die empty re^ons^ 
and lOEpresriy attributes didr m^toikm m the encdUmbe of the orabJe iancL 'Hiere 
is onmlier po^g? to the $aiM effect conceniiiig die Bdgae. Qesar bad tusud 
dial dit^* were partly petipk of German rone wlio Imd oossed die RiUne in very 
early rimes, and settled down tliere, after driving out the Gauls. Mm, be 
givirg the fcttilliy of the soil as ibt reiisan for rbrir dLang)e of setricinenf.^ Tliese 
poi^ges prove correctness of I loops* tlieory that we mufil " diifik of tJie 
spread of tlw Gcmnui tribes not merely as w'ardike campaigns^ but as stow 
nrigraiions fey stages, with shorter or longer pauses for lesr and stidement".* 

Early scbalors w'^m not conictic with deriving from Cxsor the view' diar die 
Geirnojis wm: nomads i they thought ritey couEd also oemdude from his ^iccount 
that thm^e wasno privwrepmpeoy^, \m only a CDfcmnnnil of la^-ownci^p^ 

Tw'O ofrcii-^ub^ passeigcs reem tp make this |mbabl& In 
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IV, t, ii H Slid of ilw Suct'i, Pfivaii nc agri apuJ jft# nikii wr, and in vi^ 

of dll! GerrftifB in gcaefa], fU^ quispam ^ri mothm ctnum am fini h^t 
prtffrkM. Byi the abscace of pHvaic property among ihe Sueyi fa folly esfplainetl 
ff rtlaya Df wm constandy atiematiT^ work in ihe fickle with military 
service^ ^ thai they ni^vtf tilled die in one place for mom than a year at a 
time. Moreover, the second pa5sa^ slum% die cnite sute of afEiirs still 
dearly. It agrees widi the lii^c m the decisive point that the Germans dunged 
thmr fields isvery year. Here, howv^eTi, the absence of private pTOpefTy^ lefOTcd 
to abm-e, ts moie dearly explained; W magistrumi ac pmrifdi in atms 4ff^u/ai 
gtmtihm ^ognudnffiim^^ id/nmajrr una cori^mnr, lo&a viiwn 

4 jt fftrriiiUtirtt. The dEsrinction here is noi between cdlectrve property arid 
private property, but between public liind*o^"Oerdiip and (ocrfHexHient) private 
property. The representaih'^ of the public authonty allnt tte u^fruct of the 
soil to paiticuLiT bands of settler^ appatesiily with a time Itmlu The property 
itself (if IT can be so called in view of the shore dmc dial ii might be usesd) » 
vested in the political audmrityi not in the cornmunLties using it. In spite of ihc 
annual dui^ of pbcc of agrij^ute, Oesar-S staicmens may also be infopreted 
as bidi^iriftg private tillage and priv^iic ufiJaTmer. The farthest we < 30 uld go would 
periiaps be to speak of a “ ^mte-sodalifira naturally brouj^t aboot by w-ar 
conditinfts and peculiarly suited to them. Another passage in Capr may be 
mentioned in sttpptirr of tlil^ At the end of his fiiinou^ descripitcfn he gave 
reBSom whidi should serve tti explain these agrarian condinons^^ They show 
dearly tbai the Cermani must have been wdl acquainted with private awnemhip, 
but must hffve tried Eo hold it in check on account of its evil sodaJ arid politic^ 
consequences. A spedaUy irnpcriant inorivc for their acrion i* stated to be ihcii 
anxiciv to mainmin their military^ prowess. To-Jay, after the mhitry of a long 
w'orld war, svtch ^ soie-sodalism is perhaps better understood dun it could [lave 
been earlier, when there were no analo^es before the eyes of ^holarst. 

MoTCoveTj it must always be borne in mind that this description was wriitcfi 
not oidy by a Rtsman, but for Romans, tind dtai ih^ writer is not ah historian, 
but a ^tat^niani whose own sodal and poliilcal views and designs on Ids readers 
must luve infiiienccd his writing)*.^ Tlie find senisnce is quite in accord with the 
democratic and lOciat plans of Cssar durhig the first TriunavitaEc, with regard 
TO the dlvisiun of arable land and his cpporidoit to the amtociacy (a.d. 59).* 
Some scholars have already expressed tbw view that this passage gives Carsai'fl 
own reflections, taiher ilian genuine staieroents by German witnesses.* Never¬ 
theless, sudt an analywi of the intentkuM underiring Casar^s book iisclf showa 
t h - >T there must have been social di&nnctioiis among the Gcrtiians, (the comraon 
msn is coiiEEaswd with fhe poi^tissimi) * and fiittber, that these distincljons 
were already expressed in dincrent coryitcions of land-ownership. 

Knidlv, the petnliar characuristics of the people should not be overlooked- 
Csesar describes the Suevi verj' vividly i the indhddual aiki^owledga no 
discipline or subordlnatlofi to anothcr^s will i lie follows his own itidinarion 
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In oil kis This is hiirfly tcconcikblii: with :i Aincdy ainunuiiistlc life w 

strot^ soda] oocndaEi. 

Tilt leconstnictjqn of earTy Gerraan coMidans was not Only upon 

Catsar^ but also upon Tacitus. Schobrs have as Eir as pombte iiy btipg 
descriptions in the Gtrma^ into acconi widi ^i^c^se of w-ritiog 

150 ytiu^ euriier. DHferenoes were eupbined eidier as a Licer devetopmeni^ or 21s 
misimdetsundtnga or eatrecdons of his piedesDessotv* Nevertheless mosi recent 
scholars liave be^ indioed to assume iliai the Gennans w'ere aifeady settled tn 
Tadtus^ rime ; but they have not been in itgreefnrcni as no die defied inter- 
pretution of the famous passage in chapter 26^ because die doubtful meaning 
of the words made it pijsdhle to read into it conditions which seemed appropriate 
to later develupmenis, or even some which were wH non-cri$rem. To-day new 
and tmponani ciiticisins ouy be added* Tlie recent mvesngarions of E. Norden 
have very oofiesidetably decreased the value of the eduiogjsphica} descriptions 
in the G^rmmia^ by showii^ that it has apparendy been subjected to a kind of 
typolc^tol treatment ; " the snaetnimts of one observer abour a certain tribe 
were timisArred by another to onodier * Norden has establislied a number 
of stmlLiriues not only with the ^hiKigraphy of Hetvdoms (especially cotijcemiiig 
tlie Scytltiansl, but dso with lofiie ethnognipby* as by the imlcmiwit 

author of a fifth-cmtuiy dimatological work preserved among the writings of 
fDppocratcs-* 

This evidence ^eenis all the more Impottam^ because mumsmatologists 
liave already proved that the wdHuiown and oft-<|uoted passage about German 
currency must Imve been taken from an older source^ or at any rate can ito longer 
have b^n appUji^le to that time** Here once more die wamuigt Ong^naUy 
given by Fusiel de Cotihniges,* most again be emphasized* In order to arrive 
at a proper uiKkratauding of Tadms^ we must proceed from Romany and not 
from Lu^ German, condiHcms. The solution of our difficulties pcdiaps ties in the 
fret that be ahrays making an tmplidt camparbon with tbe Roman rinumion* 
Furdicrmore^ Johannes Hoops came to a vety similar condtisionj, although be 
was prebably unBcquaintcd widi Fusid's wnriL’ Coming from two dtSerent 
quoners this identii^ opinion may be regarded os slgnifionL It is trim that 
Hoops, although he interpreted some words (e.g. agri) more oofrectiy than 
Fuftd, allowed hhnsdf ig be much influenred by le^ drones based on bre 
documents. Tlie Martnassodation (^Afarigmc^enscAuft) iliecrry is taken as prosTd, 
and is attributed to Tadtus, althcm^ dicre is no menricn in hii work of the 
** Mark “ in the lechnicol and legal sense* Tlie e:^' of Tadrus can hardly be 
tdenrified with ihe "" Mark ", for he staies diM they w^cre divided at once^ not into 
equal ports, but secimJum Sgimiion^m^ Tiiis ^ not compatible wilb the chantoer 
of the Mark-ossociaijon assumed by the jurists. Tlierefore we c^not traiishuc 
univa-ii as Muk-as^odare^, as HoopS oOntinues to do; in my opiiUDn it lias a 
much more restricted meaning and too much must not be read into espedally 
not frets of which the erisrence has yet 10 be provecL If Tsdtus had wtsbed 
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» )|)eak of €animon pKmrtff or even only «f a>- 4 niiian «ic onmmujwl cttUivu* 
non, he would certainly Im’S expressed it oitierwhe^ by ctmttaeu iir tcwite word 
of that kind. l/tUwti is chosen raiher with an eye lo Riiman cuodiiiuns, and 
^ves good sense h an antliiie^ts lo diese. It is not indivkiwtl ownen, like the 
rich Roman landed ptopnetopt, who possess the agrif but all lus'e a slum m (Item. 
Among the Gcmuns there is no exdusbn, like ihM whkh caus ed such mlseiy 
and ineqxuJity among ilw Romans. In order to undcrsiitnd thb smiowe of 
Tadtiis we must refer to CoTutndla's aoxuinl,' wliidi aUo shows the exact 
determination of quantit)' (jfrfi tuunav ndbfoitt} in its right light, and at the same 
time is a very strong ^ument ogaln« the iruerptwaUMm of uaii'tni js Mark.- 
VL*itk eommujiiJ Ijitii If tHai ftirrf pT-etarifvn wi^fE comctf 

then tb& Dumber of culiivaiors would not ibtve %f> be specmJEy ooniule^ed dt allt 
$uu:e 3]! w^mtd h^ve e<[ual [%)i££ und iudividud! portiort^ woiild not be 
from the resL T 1 % sotcmfient Amt die dtvkioa was made iicccmling to die 
JinporEimce of eaA:b Individuals tn wdl with the fact then the mimber ^ KEiIcn 

token into con^ideratiDru Li' a division of land liad m be made and if it wen; 
nor carried our in equal ponious^ then the miniber of senler? must from die 
beginning have detemuiiid die it{ the district to be sentciL Otherwise vome 
would have gone short or had no sliato at all, tf there woe not encii;]gh Und; ovt^r* 

The semEOtee which i^llows^ mo 

protteni) is the logical D^ninuattrm of tlus line nf diougftu It can he interpreti^ 
only in the sente of a ^nuftie divltiuii and is dierefinie tiinlier evidence a^tnsi 
tlie theory of uniform cummuoal kndowwrthtp- h abo inclkmes dm 
was diinUng t>f a compaHson wiib Roman (pondjilcmAi for du Romans aciually 
did experience siudi difficulttes^ since thdr land was alntody largely divided tip 
ifUCi privaic pmpetiks,* fi iliouid be observed ihai earlier^ in d^ Itrst sentenoe 
of the sime chapier, die oontmst with Roman oonditiems obviously influenced 
Tadtut^ dcsciiptioti —-fenuj a^mre in ujorm ccTiiiii^fr ignitium, Tflut h is 
very probable that the imcrvcnuig accouxii of die occupauoo of flic sgri ooDolofl 
an antidicsis to the agrarian procedure whldi was well known and ustial among 
the Romans. 

If the difiStrence between Ceessr and Tacitus is 10 be explained by die fact 
that rhe former ts desedbif^ an eiccepdonally testier ^tuadoti caused by 
and the loner a peocefii! and stable period ^ serdemcni^ then tn Caesar's day 
private property could TiatuiaJIy hove had no opponunity to develop, and 
oixording to his soiemcnt, jt was the oi^eci of pcilJtti^ ouiboritics of the time 
to prevedt it from doing so. Bur here, as Hoops has oorreaty emplusized^ 
" peimiiTiou atrangemetus and a regular rotadon are refeTred to" Penrunent 
seiilcment roust therefore liavc had widim it the seed ftotn which private pmprfty 
tnigjit develop. Tlim would appear to be no foimdation for the dietuy that 
Tadius^ account also implies that dwdlbg-pbces and sntlefDcnis were siili 
chaneing. Tlic ™ly fnundailon for ihiii theory b tlie w ord invk^ uied by 
Todms m tin: ofE-quoted p^rssage about die ocotpujon of the cjfri. It is the citier 
difltoilty of Interpretaiicin and lias given rise 10 the mrm varied ennjeemrea. 
Some liave even thought dm the word a later gloss to make better sense or 

^ Dif r« fLunttif Jt ^ 

adiTsiafid ow die Kbkic imo Gerflun^' isd la ivtdtfiKfaft durt 
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to l^^vc 3, moT^ c^ptanAtioA of ih« f:icts.^ Indeed enl v mie iftmi; seetns to 

hctfi omittetL and timt i strict philoluglcat mlcrpnftadon of ibc tc^ itstW. 
Bacaitsc C^sat in an analc^oiH pass^ uses micifsi to nacan " id tum "p the 
iskras without fiirtJicr ado givoi the siune in Tadms^ ii calivixHiary 

ouglit to be Interpreted only in the etnse to wlirdi that author cusxomanly uses 
iL and not ^oordin^ to its nKOfiing anywhere ebe. 

Jnyk^i occurs fairly often in Taciius* As ^ I can see, he does not use 
it in the sense of o:change Dr rot^iion^ hut vitJ] the meonmg ^mutnidiy with 
special Te/crence to rdaiiorLs berween two Where Tadtos widicfi to 

vxpre^ n change of settlemcnr or dwetling-place, be often uses tlic wtjixI muiart 
or ptrmutaf^ The itsuiii^ m preferred by Some editon and again 

srressed by fpcctii critics, b mapproprue lien^ because die traiMlaiiisn *' to 
cdItiTate jbcmaidy " dues mi oonespond to m vkci and a sbnilur usage 

is to be found ticrwliese e£^ in O^cupar^ licre nrim to hmd-Qcnjpariant 

the seizure of dwdlmg'pbofs^^ teg^lly the appropihitimi of auythuig. It must 
be empfiiiv™d that tlx omiparh agrwym b a definite technlcd lerm used by 
Roman sirrvejiTaTS * and wdj koowii to every cultured Romajit because of its 
greut Traportanoe rn nigromn bwSp evoi as cariy ^ (li« dme of Lidnius Stolov^ 
AccoxtliiTg to Rnman law poirumerit landed property is acquired by means of 
occupatipn. Agri tueam something more than arable land, or culfivaied brnL or 
culdvatable Lind ^ it is the whole clbtrict orsenlfmeni, irtduding imcd th^oied pitches 
and waste bariiL The rderence, tlierefore;p h not to change in the tndivtduiil 
atrdile ftdds, w'hich would be cultivated one alter the other in the series, but ro 
tlie first pos^^esskinv die appro prialioiL of Lmd that was pieviously owneriess or 
uninhabitoL As we have seen* Tacitus w’anted ro suggest to im r^dets die very 
opposite of die Roman occupati^}. Land among dk? Germans appropriated 
by all, not mfirdy by individuals, and muiualty. t.e. not to the piMonal enrich- 
ment of a few. Each for all and for the help of sIL This tha^" has recenrly 
teocived confirmation from Ac inv-esfigatiori of E Norden. If it is know-n ihac 
Pliny Ae model for these passages dealing with Cernian rural economy** 
wc can wdi undcramnd iJiis onfiineiic reference in Tadtus to the rapid growth of 
the great esmtes, which he before his eyes, and which PUny hsid regarded 
as dx ruin of Italy {tanfirndi^ pcrdiJipFt /taliism). Wlicn Hildebrand ptunted out 
Ae impnsribAry of those irirn-pfratiorts wliich referred on-'iwn to rlie diar^# of 
the wfmle settkment aro he made tlx acute commenr that wvfccffi 

c:cpre$$es s mutual»cik& or TedprDchy, aiid therrfafc could refer only to perMtiii 
fuu m diing^* 

Tfje older theory dial Tacitus was speaking of a dmnge of dk? seidetncnt 
acFca appeared to receive support from another sctiMce whidi occurs afier the 


* Sot H_ tUfikbnaiip oj>, in etHip, nS anJ edic** iia tL, »nd mgsfSiersL MUtenho^t 

iv, 

* For AjfTFpk, CkrmoTtiitf It, it, Ek, Agticolli* C, mAOT^ i* ^ df, 74, 

7 ( fUT-^pika MiiUciibcifr, Op. 

* For oiflnpk t^wfmsMA^ e £, b\A 1 ^, 

* S« Gtuber Mi 4 Cfi»^ r 4 as»in (iJOjJ- 

■ Sec fijf euiupk W ll; dnd ibc JTnmrki tbiTmO of W^Kr, i% 145 , 

* &c« Elku^T, Kwe /c^Artefir, vd tl^ tttgiwxr* 
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account of the dtvisiGn of the agri ^ tirva per ajuv^i nmtuni a ittptftst afp&r. This 

thought to be an irttcrprctstion of had gone before and inctt 

to explain U ^ sticlu* As a matter of fact, tl>e conceptions ^t\d af^ must be 
kept apm. Af¥& means the bnd already under ctdriv^noa^ the (xirrScids; tbu 
is the narrowo' conception, and merely a part of the With this remaik 

Tadtus passes on to something diff^ent, he- an accounr of the Centmn 
agriculnml systenx. 

Tills passage hiHp also given rise to vaiimis tmerpretadons. blany scholars 
thoti^hi that tt referred to the thcee-fidd system,* but dm has already hecti 
contztiflkted.* Most rectnt works have been ready to asmnie that if refers to the 
"Wild tkldr-grass hiaskmdry (Fddgrasi%iftic&i^i% tmder wludt only a small part 
of the whole rable atea {FeiJfmrky tto Tilled, wlwk the part rensahied 

fallow and was used for grazing,* W- Flebchmatui has reoently opposed this 
view, in my upbioci, quite rightly ^ be argues itm dm cereal cultivadcsa has been 
wrongly described 4 S a " iirild i a dukely lifu^ubLted, field-grass iLUsbuKlfy, 
for acu^rding to Tadcus there imm have been a wdl-regulatcd system of agri- 
cultiue;, and there musi^ moreovar, have been ODnsidsrabli! loot differences, 
caused by the natural condLuorrs of the soil and the enuntry^de.* 

My own opinion is that Tadti^^ remarks arc to be imerprered in the sense of 
a held-gmss system rather than a ttuee-lield sysuem ; for lupfr^rf ager probably 
meins only " ihere b sdll $ome knd ov-er; all tlic land b not culdvnred and used 
To take this os implying the existence of a ddtnite fallow period, oectirrmg in 
t^iiiaj rotation, is to read too much inio the passage; moreover, it docs not 
conform to Tacitus" accustomed phraseology. When Tadtus says that enough 
iifKu1tiv3 ted land remains, he wishes to drwa Contra^ betw^n the extensive 

type of {brming in use among the Germans and the inrensivr Roman typ^ This 
is alsc shown by the succeeding renmrk; iVla? aibn wn u^nein ti amp!im£jt€ 
soH lahre coajtnilimi^ ui pc/mrui conar^f it pmta tiporam a Acmi rigtni / joAi 
tcmxc Sfgii 

It has tern sufHdetiily pmve^ that the changing roDtloii of pottions of Und 
(itrva) whidi are Eamedmes tilled lias nothing to do with a diange of ^trlemenEi. 
The laitcr are to be thoughi of as permanent and enduring. A diviscon of tJie 
whole setdement district seems to have been alrcs^y effected wwfldwM iSgnattufUm^ 
The language of the source itself shows ihai this does not implv an equaU^ation of 
good and bad lots of arable bftd. is rank} social poaidon.* Tadtus^ 

description definitely contradicts the ih^ry that die Germans itil kad equal fig|ui 
to the land.* This iniEqirecadofi is support by the not sentence, stating that ibe 
great etttu! of the land at their dispo^ made this division an easy matter (faciS* 
t^um puntcndi €ampQnim ifutia j7r4KAmr), Atientiofi has been calletl to other 
staiemenUi of Tadtits, whL^ would be equally Enoornprelimsible if die whole 
land had been common property^ the individiia] reodving only a temporary 

^ Stt TL DdWOdcp Df}^ ca^ it\ 17 £, 

* See EicMwffli D|i. df^ 141c, RCitc 7Vfni0n« (xA^, t* 
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usufruct. He lays special emphasis on ihe Kpmoe clijiracKf of the $ettlefo*ns. 
There was not oiily n complete lack of colTectivc life in dnes^ bwi also all deii% 
colonies avoicied*^ Tlie sertleiricius snood span frcmi one anofber aiul ihdr 
lay-out varied with ihc site and the lie of the tmd,* It should pcliaps be observed 
that here Tad tus uses die suigulai (ta <^ampus - - -» pianMi% while tn the passage 
discussed ahovet where he speaks of the divisio<n of itfce whole setdenwni district^ 
he uses tile plur^ ] as the former is intended to express abundance, so m the latrer 
the idea of ^eparatenesa may beaiMfituated by the iiuentionaJ tise of the singubr^ 
The Roman dien (Qiapter f) empliasba^ the indepcndeni Miilemems of tike 
siTfi (jtffipn Jiw /MM/fLf Another passage In fiivotie of the 

existence of private owcrersliip refers la the ChaitL Tndtns describes iheir eitra- 
ordinary valour and vigorous pfoivess in war, and ernph^as ss a 
ipecia! dmrscicnsdc that IfuIS Jif/rmt am ager am aZtjisut ettfij (Chapter 3 O- 
Plainlyi dteTefofc, the opposire was the gaaeiral rule- In condusion^ atrention miy 
be called to another passage hom Tacaius, which lias not hiiherto been used in 
dealing with thi-q problem- In desaihirig die battles with ibe Gemujis under 
Nerv ^8) he relates that tVic Fristans intended m extefid their settlenwitS 
as far as the Rltine. lliey occupied the empty regions reserved tor the Roman 
legionaries on the right biik of ihe lower Rhine and made thetr homes there- lit 
order to expbin this, TaciTUS uses diese words : /amqm Jtxtrum: dammy s^rrmuz 
aryii uitulfroAt r-pAi/n He tnuat have considered the 

legal conception of hered itary (patemd) iandowticEship to be compatible with lire 
agrarhiu system of ibe GermatiSj ^ce he uses it in aiiHiiiesis to the ar^le land 
of strangeisJ For all these r^mons I hold titai already in the time ot Tactnis 
private property in land existed among the Gennans- 

Tire problem of oo-ararion or camnninal culrivatiun. h 

closely comrecied with this important qustion. For IT there wras no private 
propeny in bnd and if cmmnunal ownership was dre rule, ihm it would be only 
rationil to conclude tltat some form nf co-aratianr in wdiich the whole conununiiy 
took part, strict" oornmunal culrivarion) existed or to a^me that there was at 
least some tuiifcifm plan of agriculture, devised by all the fitU metEibcis of the 
commumiy and binding every iudJvJdnal to the sanre type and routine of cultiva¬ 
tion C* looM ** comnuinal cultivation or FiarpVixn^^ 

To begin with it sliuuld be observed diat these theories about dre early 
period are not based on contemporary sources and sre purely arbitrary 
scruedons from much iauir accounts# Morrover, they pnsiippose conditions 
which must liavc been extremely difficult from the point of view of lechniail 
farming* Whole peoples or Gaus are mippMed to liave practised corrununal 
cultivation m ihe rime of Desar I But think what iliii would have meant in 
praciioe. They would have been farming cm a aede which would entirely con- 
iiadict Gesar's clear iiateifienet about the iwglcci of agrkulrure* It would have 
involved 9 motsi oompticared usufruct of the soil and a liighJy eLaborare orgunb:!- 
tioa As an agrarian writer of nq^ure has observed with mith ,most of dios# who 

■* e, iS, * etp^ di.^ iK cditi, xnJ edit, 

* Arvu, (iiit c* ^ , t . I _i ■■-. 

* Itci^ he WM JWt TOCTcly ^ Roman aftitude i?l mJnn ^lEhCAB ngml to uanniait 

» w ME liora ihi^ o^ivaiion m*k Jbf bim ia dtu roniMHrdiiiit wkm to iDotfaCT 
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dcaJi wiili Oesar^s ji^srrttovrr kTiew nothiiig wimtcvcr abo^i fajuunf^ And i&'tf 
dniHii ejpect dicni to be to wJm i$ possible tmd vhiH imposibk tn 

dies maiter." ^ 

Experts surh as J. J. Moser have expressed grave doubts about Oesar^s tmte- 
tnents* and tlic of Tricr^ wlikh used to be ({looted In support of die 

old iJifitury, imt rtcendy been proved to be a later development of se^ncuriat 
origia, tike die oft-quoted Russian Mtr^ or otlicf assocodons for ctinimtinal 
culdvanc^R such as diose in India.* The fundiimenml theory of endter Si^iidats 
that communjl citltTvanon was the fom of fantdnii praai^ by fiee mid equal 
oo-sharas in communat propcriy^ has been swept for if has become clear 

dut tr b mhsr the prodtici of se%t>eiirb! compulsion and of setgneuii;a! inrenests. 
E\'cn if Ccsar*5 tmxnmt were to be iitrcrpretjed in (he senate of ODTUmunni culci^'a^ 
tion, ic would have to be expLuned m bebg the result of seigneurid apriiiX^ 
for he says expre$$i 3 r tivat the mo^rmrctj mr imdcrtook the division of die 

land and compelled a clianp after i cemin lapre of lime: ttem^re togimt, 

Ti b mtermiitig to note the reborn whL^ already in the last pair of the 
eighteenth century led J. Mo^er^ who looked on die WestplialLm sy^cm hs 
primiiive and thouglit that the original ecanomk ecvtiditiorii of the eadiesi pcrtml 
survived in Jt^ to tkclm caregonc^ly: " Wliat Caesar says about the anctetic 
German people can never have been One hm,” < Tlie old German sj'stmi of 
Caesar seemed to him to be " artiddaland its ungenJed condition to be quin? 
incomp9tibie with die demaiub of individual! farming In bb hotiifdaujj, For no- 
£im{!ies hav'c jofiieti together here ; imath^ sand^ moor^ and mouDornSj w!iick 
form die mam pan uf our bbhopne^ dernand a preparation of years of contitiujjiis 
culdvation and no changes of thb kird.” 

Theaceptmt of Tadtus Ksdi less compatible with the existence of co-antton* 
Tlic inTormatinti dot dh'isiem occurred jdccnJWj Jignanum^m exeJudfiS the 
poeibility of communal fuming, as docs the express meotion i>f individual 
farming by lervi and in Qiaptcr of the Gtrmam^. The dJviEJOn of the 
land xmORg the mtirt lia ve been dificreat.* 

Not only ts it impossible to asatune that cnmniuniil cukjvaiion ot co-araiioa 
in the strict and geniuM sense csbted amt^ng thtt Geimam tn the time of Cmw 
and Tadius, but even the presence of a less Kttretnn form nf compubbTi to a 
common routine has not yei been ticmally proved. Tile sole reason for this ilteory 
lay m a tedmJcal considemuaTu A common routine (Flar^mg) wtti infermj bV 
indireci and a /wwiW reasoning from the sGuwing of tl»e strips rorming eadl 
holding over the whole inea of tlic dlfTercnt arable &lcb of die village^ It 
Lngncd iliat diis method of distribitriont on account of the difficulty of sjcress of 
individual owners to thdr differenr plots or strips, pie-iupposes iyfmAcii 
Ein harmcniots economic pkn and sumlar agricuitunil procesas. But lUii 
apparenily convincing otgomeni is conclusive 6 oni ihc technical pdni of view 
only if i( be proved that there wm no fidd paths wHtliin the amble fields (Feld- 
niarJc^;n), Tbe mterntkuire of tioldlngs is by no means pecqlbr lo German 

[ Fi Hyhm tcf?, cup. ciL, 
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agtftfi.-tii It fof tft=^T3na^ ^juiong Roimins,.^ atid dict^ als* 

li dk{ not p i evienr dc^'eTopITlent of ciioi 9 lv>e iiylividiiai fanning i ttiey ;ibo had 
ficld-fKjdiv Bu! 50^ loe^ did die Ccrtn^in peoples irt earfy rimes ; p^ii:is 
can be found m excavations belongmg; to tbc prefiistorfc period,® md as socm as a 
body of relev^l historical soiwcbh in lb* oatrower sense, becomes avaibible, 
evjcfiencc of iletd-paths may be found also tri them {e-g- in the so-called Barbarian 
codes). Thus ihe FJitr^mg common rcKiriiw theory ("" lot*" eoimmma] 
culiivation) loses its rnoin pn?pL For die periodical re-allotmeftt of the "whoie or 
part of the aiable ara (Fi^ldrr^rkl?^ wh\A has been addu^ in its mppert, c»u)d 
be prcTved only by referEnce to the $o-cilled G^Sjhtsckafia 7 of the Trier district j 
and it has shmm t\ut these arc assudatimts formed ufidrf oompiiJrion jit a 
hter ditCf and not a survivnl Irom die eiiriic^i pmi>cL 

8 ui if may be objected that a oommon rourinc is found tn the ibroe^hehl 
system. No ciw will t?™* la oofttniditn ibis; but it los been proved by etpert 
ngrarian writers that ibis system cannot possibly Itavc been invented atul intro¬ 
duced by free pe^asants^ but owes its imgin to seigncviial rmcrestaamJ power-" Thus 
TCc see ihai Utc “ tvirknee " on whkh the older ibeon® were basrf consists of 
incorrect or untenable Jiypodieses. The complete untdiahilliy of these eariler 
views Is shown by ihe inoompatibiliiy of tbe various aiiiboritks who ought to 
support OM anorhcffi 1 | was assumed from Cxsar, and even to ^omc extent from 
Tratus* UviHn the so-called primitive perick! die settlcirient sites changed con- 
ilniiaJty. The Germans were forced to advance But in analogous cases 

from a bier period, which arc supposed to be survivals of this practice, rfib was 
by ito tucau^ the case. Among the G^A^ferschaft^ of Trier* iheScottisb communes^ 
the Russian Mir, ere., a re-dloiment of the various strip certainly docs take place, 
hut it does ^ within a dtdiaite seig^neurial estaie, the boundaries of which remaiu 
unchanged. iVIorcover, ihe Gehaf^ridiafim of Trier are chiefly found where there 
>5 waste land* It is ceitaiiily rio aedd^t rimr such re-allotmeni and notwrion of 
strips ate found on the Hund^ck and in die Scottisb {ug^iLuids. It Ciin hardly 
be maintained that diey were the hunies of a specially iirtmg and indcpeFideiu 
peasantry^ wlio were able to present primitive forms of agrioilture. Tlie 
selgjieurial authodties,at whose comrmdd dais ruEaiion icxik plao^ lud a tedmicri 
4 ind flnandal interest isi ^tn^ging tt, in order to cqmlire die productive power of 
the peasani-tenatuis and of the forming itsdh The po^ibiliiy thiir the 
uhtfitn origumteri huer 09 con^sttlsory u^odariom hartlly cotiridered by 
eMlidr scholatsi, althou^ they were using sources belonging to the later period 
and of tnunDri[d origin^ 

Even tcHiay most modem scbolam look upon the Mark-assodadon as die 
basis of the eariy German economic aystjem* andi m ibe ame tune* ^ die miun 
support of communal cultiv^rion-* Thbi dieoiy^ goes back to J* J. Moser, who 
thought he saw suni'i^'als of primitive times m the “ Marks " of his Wesrpbaliam 
hcimeland. T 3 ic point of depmure and die foundation of Moser*i views was the 
pri\-att ownenlup of separate homesteads* which caused him to deny die %Qbdity 
of CiEsar's statemems so far as Westphalia was concerned. As a matter of £ict 

*■ morn iji:rtuk<i discussion in V. 
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nriihia- Czsr nor TiidniSf tot any other Romai) n-riceft gwi u* »ny mfcimudon 
whatsEatvxT aboyt ^la^k«a;i;«cta]km imnrtg thi; GetMn** Ttiti h all the more 
furprbing if| » tlte left! liisitorism hcltl^ iiwxiBtitmi? pbyed a gi«t part in 
die ecooomk and ^odal of the earlk&r age^ the l/r^a^ m whkh they wot 
suppo^ to be the teal fcHuiiiiituKit^ and vhen on ttic otb^ hmd and idlJ 

tntire Tadtus^ etnphasba anything wludi h petsiiJiir IQ the Chians and diflemit 
from rh< Homam. .^ain, it h hard to itcandfe the htirk-assodatiotts with Gtsar*# 
descripiitm of the spedfic German agramn aystem^ for die Maik-^2kW>ciadiifl also 
pre-supposes a permanent sim* Had thsne hm a constmt dhango of milemmir 
the Mark would have been cnntimiiilty Ibble to diange; any cuitivati^ 
or ckantiKf^ eiiaroa£faiDent of otttsiika^ in sliorif all the legal dwactmatk^ wMdi 
tbk dieory aithhuts to ihe Mark^ would have been Imoo^aible; The 
famife or Kkrk-assodaiiciRs wmid liave been cmdnoally obliged to occuoy 
afu' tiJarkSi and so begin tbeii' work all over again ai ihe point reached before the 
compulsory inTcrruptton of their setdesienL 

It h ™crwTse with Tantiis, since, if In Ilia time settlements wm permanenc 
and only arable land within tlic ^lark was changed in roiaticm, the objection 
vi-ould no loikger hold goofL But why should Tadtt^ omit his oth^ise hdm'ed 
antithesis between Gcrtnan and Roman conditions^ m die verj* point where the 
most imporranr chmerensrit: was lo be described ? The reader wiil at onoe 
the passage discussed abovEp where Tadtus says that die occupatJon of the li&Tds 
was carried out ai The is preebeJy tme of the inust impomnt pieces 

of evidence for the whole Mnk-asQC^danon If has ab^dy bt^ii pdnn^ 

ca.1t that Taettus* account of the div LsSem of land amor^ tndtvkluid settkrs, which 
followed a generd ocnipfaunn, is in complete upposiuon to ilie assinnpiion of a 
systiem cf common ownership by Mark-^assodiitei wtthtn the MarL^ It ts more¬ 
over mcofiipiitibk witlt what be «iyi elsewhere about GoTim methods of settle- 
ment and agrarian economy.^ Its nature and purpose is ihe separarion of indtvidtt)! 
^ttlonciitSt a tendency to agrarian indtvidualisin which extruded even to unfr« 
tenants, m die great surprise of tbe Romans- Thm it wws rite caaa opposite of 
that oinuimTia] cultivarion which is supposed to have been brought abciut by 
the iastimdon of the Mark¬ 
in the oldest historical ddcnments whkh tell trs about die connection bctwwi 
the as$dctated settlers and the undivided Mark, it is quite cfoir that privum owner¬ 
ship of the arable land involved as its perquistte ^ share in the Matk^ The most 
ardent supporters of the old Mark-assodadon theory have had to acknowledge 
this facL^ Each associate possessed not a free but a Hmiicfl right of use in die Mark, 
and that right vatied aocordbig to the size uf his pivutc holding in the arable land.. 
The \ilkge-Macb could not be panted and handed over to the associates without 
a dear undcr^mcidlng of die namre of their claims- In pardcubr^ there was a close 
cunnecdon hetw^een the wcKxfs and the aitible jklds, os we also leam from the 
mimemus ckcrees against destring which ooajr in foe W^uxiim^rt on which, on 
other occasions, the Mark theory is fom to rely as trrefumble cv^idence for early 
oondiduns.* 

’ □. Gkilctt /TwcuMa Aa ET ' See «b4Vir ij; 1^ 
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Oearlv^ iht owiml oo$)didcittl of 9oU and the tedmica] dlff^Icia of 
finaifig cansed by iti im^qualities^ oiust bom liie very bepnoing Juve Empoied 
fiahiral limits On tbe ratstloo of araliEe fidda and must m acti^d fjct ilave 

prevcnied tbe$e (rom being mot-ed sfep by &iqf> throughout the wliote area of the 
Nfnrk^^ It must ofiefl liavc been tmpctESdibJe to dear the latter ccimpfcaily. Tbere- 
foft^ dtc iM of cu]ti\'3bk land in rotation, K> £rr 03 it wenr, txinesponds lo oertitn 
agneufturd systenis lull found in some European dismers lOHiay, where o fidd- 
grosi syitcna, or cooverubte IiustiaiKlry^ Ivas survived hoemse it suits naturd 
conditfons.^ There is, however, no reo$on in the former case any more dian in the 
bner, co assume » Jhbrk-ossodotion or any similar syFtem of moRogesmU- 

As research into economic hisTory went deeper and as more cortsidcradETn 
wm given to the lechnique of farming, it became lea poinhie to retoin ihe edd 
^1^ETh'-alsodiU^o^ theor}\ A study of Tadtus shcFws trot besede the commuiial 
cttlttvaiioTt of a Mark Iw an associated village acrording to a fixed rcuiiiie (A^cir- 
there were disuim in which each loadownef nim-t at an stage have 
possessed ckariy defined and seprate arable land and pasture^ 4nd tmetr tbrrefom: 
have had a litik ^^a^k of lib own, wfiid* he n^ould mm fitsely fixm a hetneste^ 
erected by lum wiiert Ite tlmught fit-* It is precisely this ccHsxbtencc of individual 
and communaJ cultbranan, wfiidi must be assumed from Gesar and Tadtus, 
whidi upets the old Murk-^sisodatiuTi theory, for the KXinamic conditions of 
mdstenoe would Ime been so unfovumabk lo the inettvidud peasant farmer 
w-'ttlim cfae Mark^asocmtion that each associate would have tried to get om of ji 
as ^ooti as poa$iblfc There would be obligatimis and hindiaiicca lo ftw economic 
activiiy cm ever}' side, in cofonmikm iiselff in the choice aiid managernent of the 
single Hufij in the roudne of culuvadon, and above all jn the possibility of any 
extensmn of diese □efivines. Finally, them is the bw of inheritance; lundnm^es 
hire would fiave frustmicd all deslte, at lesst on tbe parr of the rebnves of any 
farmer, to exert their personal strengtJi on their own bclialfi 

Tliere sttms to be no bbtorical jusdficadon for the advunmge wliEcdi has 
been ascribed to the Mark-assodaiion by its supporters, namely that it ofTeced 
protection to the individiiyl in dines of economic need and nppr^iom The 
Nfark-assodarion was as powerEesi to binder the eocroachmenr of outsiders its 
it wa^TO frmvuntany of its own members from losing thdr economic Endeperiicletice. 
The d^'elnpmcnt of manonalisit and the disappeaiance of common freemen 
are striking evidence of thi& Even within an econcvnic untoti of ft« ^rmers with 
etpal rights, that panicttlar type of communil farming would Itavc been nothing 
but a prefiiiuni on eccanurnic backwardn:^ arid inferiortiy^ This woidd not 
apply at all to 3 union of the manorial type. 

As a ha^s for die old Mark-assodation theory, tfatfuTore;, only those atgu- 
ments now temain which hxvt* been urged by legal historians from certain forms 
of later Gennim tiw, he- limitations by die oomraimity of the individual right of 
dbposd ovtrr ills knd,.iJKlaii evemua! right of mberTtance vated in the comm unity. 
It was thought that tliese osuld be esphtmed only by asstuning chat—tliougb ih^ 
were only quoted in laier referaaces—they were survivals frtnn prirnidve times, 
which th^fotc pre-€uppcssed a common ownersldp of all [isstxdatos in the settle* 
raent of the Mark- The chieffaultof thekgal historians (coiriprehemible in the rime 

^ See rnybookiDk 
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of Danvin) i\m ilwy trietl to find clrfmr^ st^« of tIff\idopinen! r^ciywheir, 
evifn in the comparatively slirjft pedod of Iimorical ccitainiyp To^lay oomj^ra- 
BvearchwJfTj^- deals with ftiddy different and mucfl periot when irying: 

lO lapbin stieh dcvdoptnctits, and it moreover, no longer possible to take tlie 
easy linre of ireamtg cverytliing whidi appears strange and aitrttiiwied as a survival 
fttun the t!:ariks( times. Above alU dw sodological method Itas sherwn that many 
legal and economic phiencmena are not pemKar tosny one people, but are s reguLirly 
recurring fcaiine of certain economic oigafUKUioi^ by whose interests ibcy m 
oemdstiaaed and produced* Iwve lo ask ourselves whether those chaTsctcrisiks 

of German pmute law are really primitive Gemuin chin^i:i3firt5tics, or capable 
cf another explanaiion- Later* in dealing historicJly wtili ibe whole econormc 
or^iftb^tion, ii will ako be shown lllax the two main supports of tfie Matk-sssocia* 
tion theory# the right of inkritonce enjoyed b)^ vftrijtr in King Qiilpcm's Edicij 
and the rigltt of the asodated vtltageis to dKseitImemr of outrideiiE {Lex 
xalUa^ Tit. di ait not specifically Cermim* but hav* analogies, ami 

probably precedents^ in Roman and Greek (f^ri/SoAtJ-vporip^ir) bwv* 

Here we must ocnnine ody the sodal ba^ of the M^-assodatiori ilfccory* 
One of its fundamesuu] hypothises is ihsit the Getnon peoples in the earlicsi 
^ckI, the stwalled wluch scholars tried to recowtjjua from C^sar and 

Taritm, were fur the mo^t part free ^sneiates wiili eqiEd rights. This view 
not really Ixwd upciu documentury trvidefiCP# but upcjn general theories fonned 
under the influence of die peasanremaMpatto^ mtn'ement, the Frendj Rcvtiludon 
swil the wars of Ubention, and fmully under the mfltience of RomajuSdsm. 
Etymology has ako pbyed its pan ; 1ft particular the name Frank, wliick wai 
mi^Tcted as free ”, seemed to be irrrfuiabte evidence, as did the efftpha^s 
laid hv Caesar aftd Tacitus on liAenax^ Tfjc legal ihcofy whJdi srill bolds the field 
deni^ thendbre, tlat .manorialbm {Gn/ndierrstkafi^ w as already in existence 
among die Genn^ in Tacitiis* time, and regards it ituher as a later development 
in the peritid which follouncd ri>e age of upgraiioft, Now in my opioion iwo 
distincrions must be carefully nede ia dealing with tliis imp4?rrant quesriom 
1 consider that the cjaaicnce of mattonaltsm must be unconditionally mimitted ; 
it can be dedured from the accctins^ of Caesar and Tad ms. At that rime ihenr were 
undoubtedly esra re-owners who did not irraiiagc their property alone but employed 
others, especially holf-frve or unfree cneu, for the purpose. The desenprion in 
ihc Cerwwrtiu of the striking difference in the German Ronuin use of servt, die 
German rr™ fitmirng quite indcpcudefttly and serving at a fixed rent like die 
cot^ni (Chapter positive cv’idcnce for dlb; and so is |he oftHquosed 

description of ihe German warriors, who in time Dfpciicc did little cxcepi hims, 
and prefemd to leave ihdt farm-wotk eo mlim fQwpier is). If we atUl ihb 
picture to ibe passages already quured abenjt Und-oociipaiinn and division^ 
teeamium tBgiwiimem, it ^eems lo be quite irrefiif^blc iIlu manoftaliam 
already in exisTcnee at that timev But ihcugli ritesc facts ate undouhtisffyesohhdi^^ 
by the souro^ ll>ey rnu51 noi be g^tieralia^ ; we imt$t not go too far in dtsdudng 
fn7fn them the ilieory dial the free German of Tadtus" rime wasnotan independent 
pdsant-ratmer but a fimaH Lmdlcrrd, who lived malnty on tire dues of tris settled 
boodsmoL^ As a genera! imrion, this picture of idlers given up ro games and 

^ Sor iisl4TiVp, O nytfrf V, 
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tlrtiikuig, sonwtirBe* liglii*!ieirtcdiy plod^ng ilkcir freedom, is «rtamly 
irtcortect, Tliee witmpiuKu have almuly been jrtacket! from various quarters, 
but cliiefiy on ihc bssb of doctuaeiits drawn from die laier Fninkudi period; and 
il would thin be possible to avoid the difficulty by irferring lo a much eatijer 
(knlopttittiiir It it tbercfoie necessary eu examine Oesar and Tadms in gnaier 
detail in order to disoo^'w the condidona of that dme* 

To begin with, less tmporiajict slroutd be anadicd to the geiMEral fact ilm 
Tadujs bys stteli emphasis on the freedora of die Gtumans.* This might 

also be dilW nily inicrptt'ted ; then; were cenaidy a great nnniber of sbnncs nr 
ttniiee men ai thai tunc. Further, 1 should noi rare toaitiibute such an important 
role in agriculture to vomen, fnr the high r^vd for -woinen which Tudtua 
describea so impressively, ts Imdiy oampadhle ■with ihc picture of tut agricul tura! 
drudge of the Indian type.* Even assuming thnr ihe number of German Landiords 
in the dtoe of Tscims (to-day we dare the German l/rfcit quite dilTerently) was 
considerable, it is certainly itioarrect to say, firstly, diar all atmnuut fteenMi vitn 
bndloids in this sense, and secondly, that they lived entirely on die dues of their 
renants- In die later GuoHngbii periwi the free German commoners were oftert 
landlords and working farmers at die same lime, 'Hie cocsistenoe of these evo 
phenomena, and ihdr cdnddence in one person, must tint be overlobketL 

In ihit accmints ^ven by Cresar and Tadtus, we mtisi not forger theif 
iutentions with regard to the reader, and ihdr desire for artistic effcd. This 
onainly influenced their details, and no doubt ejqihjns the remartabte contm- 
dtetiuns in the descriptuios. Besides tile passages to whidb reference has licen nude, 
and whidi aie ofi«i die only ones quoted, other bets are meniinned whidl add 
oofistderably to our knowledge;, and n'en correct it. 'R'c have already seen that 
Taciiiet, in hts iccouiu of tlw witrltke Chaui, putnis out as a striking bet, Nu/H 
Jattiits fUtt ogfr ”»* ' alipia cten^ Prout aJ fincm^ue vene/e, atantur (Cltapier jtj. 
Tadtos dunks it just as rematkable that ih^ possessed ndther Imure nor land, as 
that titey lacked occupaiioo and were supportra by others. Ought we not ihere- 
fon: to iiw^ntvr that the Gcitrun people as a genenil rule supported themselves by 
thm own work, ? Tlie description of the common upbringing of free and unfree 
speaks sdtl mote dearly- Certainly it must not be explained as tinting (Oiapier 
ao) that the unfree always lived in die freemen's hausES,* but even ifit only mrans 
tltat the fofmer were in a neigfabaartng buildtng,^ tl« feet that both grew up ifTffi* 
aaditn pte tf fo , in etnitrn htuno luixlly wilt) die idea of landlords wIlO 

dblikt: fenn-worfc as inferior meniid l^mr, and think il beneath tJtetr drgnlrj'. 

Even mtrre striking, apart from tile pasiag? already quoted and alwaj's used 
asimpomni evideiwe (vi, zi), Casio gives ua, a few diapt^ farther on (Chapter 
24), a lioten’onhy des^ption of general sjgnifkvKc in im exrnrpariiioa between 
Cemrar^ and GauU. He is speaking of die mode ofljfe of the GaUic Tectosages; 
dwy liad emsfsed die Rhine on ucoouni of the lack of arable bnd and had settled 
in die most fertile pail of Ceitnany, by the Hctcyiibn forest j and there they had 
won great fame in war. Now, however, they were living m taJem inopca, tgerm*!, 

* tt'linriw ficr ftC- jaii, ilBWpitl* ihUfiMw *i itc IntJvjj:» frm 
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ptiEWsiia^ qua im« G^fmaim ptfataaoii^ ^oJtm viatu rtilm €^ofpirnj 

In tHntrist u> diL* Gauk, thetdbj^t the Gerwin pecip]e$ led ;i listed ind povtrty- 
strt^ken h uth thar simple juu! sifter mode of life which was mppwl 

to gh'e theiiti tlieir superiomy ovw the CiujIs ; by tins tweat of thdr hrtiw;s tlttsy 
wrested a semey livdiliood 6001 die soil J Cu^ar would lurdly have written dmy 
if ihe mnjnrity of ft*e Gennsns were kxj' and Ldle^ Uviitg only an ilieir rents* 
Only a thoroughly vtrik and capable people could have aai>E|uered the world 
at the end of the Rom^ petiotL* 

Fififllly, snodieT of Cscsar^s ficmiirks also drservea sutenilon, in whkh lie 
gives the metivea which in his DpinJott led to the peculiarities of GetEoan 
agrarian economy,* He says that the leaders of the people txied by ybt^ to 

hind^ the scronger men from seeking to exteiKJ thdr property and to drive the 
less impctmnr oui of theirs. At the same tinier the idea of equality would W 
preserved in ihe lower ttmksi tf each man saw htrnself placed on an equal footing 
mth die mightiest- Dues not this indicate tliut the aim of German agrarian Linri 
sodai polt^ wras llic limitmion of tho^ great esmes which 

Wimdi would rupresent 23 the general mlc ? Eatutes ^ this type were cemmly 
already in odst^ce in Genmmy in the rime of Tadms, but they were lurt mimenjus. 
The words of Tadms lumsdf are agutnsi tJie ibeoTy, He says that description 
of idleness does not apply to all common freefnen; only tlic bnivest and most 
warltke could afford such a mode of life in rime of poce oc 

Icflfcwfrjfrrmjr niAi/ Ti^ were obviously ihe leadcE% who cut account 

of tlteir (bme Iiad more land^ since it was allotred ieamJum <%Aziwr^ Tliey 
were the real bndbrek Tliis interpretarion t$ supported by a SEatement in tla 
same chapter (1 y) that it was cusEomaiy for acb man to bring of hia own free will 
presents of caitte and crops to the cbic& (or kades) and though Acxspifd 
as an honourable gift^ would also provide the necessities of llfe^ 

Tlic development of manorial conditions must have been furdicred by dte 
-whok puhik and consrimrional system of the Germans. The warlike and miliary 
namre of this early system ha$ been of late more strongly empbesbed by various 
scholars. Tlic iiitirufrous war^ the mHitary service which regaided as tbe 
mo&t itnpomnc and bono umbk lactivity of freemen, took them away from familng 
3^ majk h neossary for this to be done by otber?- War ga\nc an opportunity 
of winning iatm^ and disrinction, of fontung a fbilowingii and ot maintaining by 
Its heip 4 ^pmcir portion jn dhies of peace, Taotus especially emphasizes 
tills side of GenuM sodal devdopment : the eadarence of iIh? following, or 
cemitums, seras io him its most sirikii^ diar^terisric (Qiapier 15)* But must riiis 
nor have mfluenDcd economic development also ? Too liiile artenUDn would 
appear 10 have beita liitheno paid to it in the ecimomic history of rhe early German 
pmnd. It must have affected sctdcmiait 100, for ir was obviously 10 die advantage 
of l^di kder and foUofl rrs to live togsdier, or near one anotber* The lattcf 
received military eqin^pment and ecoDotmc support from ilieir kadei' as pEayTnent 
/rn serviceSN If hk foHowtts vrere always nciix liiiTif ami Ifj as Taidtus relates 
(Chapter 14)^ they received ridi presents from him , djj^y for military purposes 
the conrlmianoe of this rebriandiip might lead 10 dieic being maintained, if not 
in ihc lord 3 hou^ at any rate on his Lmd^ where th^ seidecL Thdr personal 
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Bmlom was oot yet affected by tJih ; btif ih^ cortsdousi^iss that dwy belonged 
ttjgrtbfiTmust gr^diiaily have devTclofied a ckfser social conoecium;, as a mmenfll 
consccmeficc of ^iikb m ccoootntc differentiariofi must ham CPepl in- Tbk um 
be dtJticed from Tadma' own words- In Chapicr he that ihc “ digu^ " 

of a prince is appraised accozdktg the sTrengih of bis j and tite division 

and allocMfit of the land occupied by alt is also earned out apeotding id their 
dfgmiy (Dtaptcr 26}. Tt cannoc 1 « scdtkntal ibai Taduis uses the tenn 
in both passages; [lave the same tneaiiing. 

Tlic eratcnce of manmal condUiura already in this eariy period is a fta 
whidi the Mark-assocbiion theory fias entirely Med to oke into juxounr, and it 
thrown tbit greatest doubt on the bner, since It is not compatible with its 
futidamental nypodiesis that all the associated settlets wfire comraonns with equal 
rights over communally owned landp Moreover^ the new vhjw neoessanly carries 
wiih it legal infeen^ which cannot be recondled with the Itilherto prevailmg 
iheoiyp If there no communal ownership, but if private ownership was already 

in eristence, diflhrentiaKd as a result of manorial cundirions, then the bter phen- 
omeita of German law, which have been used to reconstruct the primitive period, 
cannot be re^trtkd as survivals of diai period* The fact that manoridimi exissed 
may, fiowevcr, throw ligjh^ on many quesdons, and may sobie dilbciddes which 
stood in the way of die old theory. Sdgneurial interesc^ will expl^ many 
features of the division of the soil and dlscribunon of aertage {Flureinti^ihing), 
notably tlie inclusion of appottcnanc waste land and the resultant quidrels over 
die division of die Mark, the compulsory rouiine of cnlrivation (Flar^Tkmgy, 
the right of inheritance of ndghbouis with equal obt^adons, and tli^ veio on 
the seEdemcm of strangers. Just as the manor, as the possessor of ri^iESi had a 
lutuial inteiest in maintaining its proper^- undiminbhed, and, if possible, in in- 
cnasing it and the tribuce and la^ur dues arising from it, so also ihe tenants 
would nanirally iry ro share burdbts equally, and to pre^'cnr encroaduneju upon 
the privileges obtained iliereby. They were paitncrs, nut udy in i 3 to common 
burdens and m visarding off ihreatened oppreasiomi, bin also ki their endestvour 
10 improve their material sodaJ poridon. 

Tims new pathj ofknriwle^e have hem opened up p above al! we leain how 
far early conditions are in harmony with laier documentary evidence, wfiich is 
chleHy of manorial origin and therefore cannot be readily used for the recon-* 
struction of completely free oigduiorionSi The fomiula of die freedoni and 
cquiility of all Germans can no longer be mainiained for the times of Caesar and 
Tadtm, and the bottom is therefore knocked out of die theory, which was based 
upon iJiar formula, of a communal owncrslup of bnd in a commuml Mark* 


til 


ROMANS AND GERMANS IxS THE AGE OF THE MIGRATIONS 

T he haVit hiilifitD prcr^'^iled concerning primitive Gcrmanh: 

ctvUhiiiifsnp cN'cn in the first centuries of tbi: Chriirkn era^ ^ere diieily based 
Cfi de$icriptic>tts of Ac age nf the $OHCxiIled Gfe-aj Migrariotis 
whidi to^plnce after the time of C»ar ami Tadttis* Asa rule this was repnsntett 
aa a dme oi nestkss wanderings of purp(Hdes:$ roving firomi pUce lu place by dte 
Germans^ who scLtlcil lum and d)et^ wt (ot die most pan pressed furwsnl eager 
for corK|UKr in order tu plunder and ro desmiy all fhat $iood in die way of tbdr 
advance. Tliey wert; thuc not only nornadi bui barbarian^ destf^ring the dvlLiza- 
ticn of others, and pi:;?ssesstng none of thdr own 

Thesejand riznilar views of sodal liktoty^niMasaiily no signtfimnr 

modification or correction, when it appeared that the sJKalled Migrarions were by 
no limited to ti short period, atich as ris£ fourth century x.i>.p but had begun 
long before^ and were indeed Oidy one of a long series of movements among 
tribis wholittd been tnastaieof flux fota conddetable time before the Ouisdan 
having fiisr come in doser coniaci with the Roman world in ihe well-known 
expeditions of the Cumbrians and Teutc^rts about 114 B.C. Indeed the migraUDn:* 
did not by any means finish ift A.P, ^7$^ a year wKkh has often been pecLuuic^lly 
ovenmiphiasb^; they tast^ at kast down to the end of dte sixth century^ which 
nw the LombanJ conquest of Italy and the SUv ottlonfFatiori of tite Eastern Alps 
and tbe Sudetk mtHoitaicu^ districts prev tuusly lurid by die Romans am) then by 
die Genmm. ft miglu evert be argued that tliey lasted until the devairh centuiyf 
wlkui the Noimans canqueted EnglancL 

T\th Irmg exuensioii of the agje of miration migh^ couisei be used to 
prove the oontixuiance of wtiat Oesir and Tadtus reported about tlie ^trii^c'' 
dvilijcanoitr ratiter hek of dvilkadonp of the Gennans. Ti h true iku in ilic bst 
decades individiml schoWsj after a more critiea] investigation of tiie sources, have 
expressed doubts about this view^ h is mlmid tEtot ihere molly vms not so much 
** mjgranon that these asaumptiona were not borne out by the siamotaatts of 
cotiremponuy or almost confemporar)* dtjcuments^ but ivefe often merely the 
cxkndminos of sdjolars who were too prone to assume tliat a whole people Itad 
migracedt whene^'er Roinan and Greek geographical aocOum;$ gft'e die same nam» 
in different places Tliey forget that—apart from confiislon or error—ihere rnay 
possibly iWve been divtsion or breaking so that part of tile peopb in 

questimi may hive leinmBed in the old setderncnl$. Abovealh if b now dear ^ that 
these were noi piupo^less migratintis, bom of a love of wandering or 2 mere km 
for booty or oonqtt^t, but were due to the urgent intenaal need to illeviate die 
scantily of eIm bare tKcessiriiisof llfi^ Thar need may ttave been due to tfeiK forward 
movdiiEfir of other peoples^ their neighbours ep the East—SormaxlEns, liuns^ 
Skvs—or to the Uuemal girowth of the populetion itself, ctearir^ an exo» 
popubiicin for whose mautEciiimoe the o^d scttl^eus no longer suflioed Tttcbner 
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c^bnutiicsdt lus htcW ^ned canikkKible supp^m from jB^stcOftJJogJcal m^wTiga* 
uom/ Now dial v^inmions in dimatc br^x bits% Ahowei ro hsvt^ p o^in p^iod- 
Idfy^ bistofisns have begun tO cealiizt the funtbrn^nta!' a^nnection beeween their 
cainomifi eonseqiienoet ^uch as drovgliCi Eiiliirt u/ iirops and famirues (irhich 
appear in the fecofds)| and die great fotk-tnigratibns uf past DCTitiiries. In thb way 
pcTsiiivc natural causes were fu^d for the Geimon need tor bud and for iheLr 
efforts, to some extent pcacdul, lo grin new dwelting-pbcs in iIm; widfi ttiriiory 
q{ ihe old EloTTiAn Empine^ 

Rnalty, emphasb iw h«!n ri^idy Isdd * ozi ibe Cict that many change tn 
German settlement were sfrifidally promoted by die Romans TheExtsek^ m 
their own interest- Thi^ was done dtner by ailing on (he Gcrmaiis for Wp and 
protection and shilling thm\ in cerain pans of the Empire whkb appeared to 
be threutefOed, or, on tfie conm^ryj by pushing diem back for politkal or strategic 
mtsons, and remaviiig rivotv in otder to divert or prevent dinger, to oiho- 
away fixim thottiiughhires mads wJiere th^ sudden apnesrance was 
unwelcotne to Rnman imeev^]. or they might in the fiitiOTliaw become 

Anting to tlsc demmeni of die RonunsH 

Witli these ^CES as a Ikisis ii ts now pos^e to come to a ffedi imdormndk^ 
of the old and imporiant problem pn^etiEed by die age ofroigrattoEG- In particular, 
wc get a new^ view of it if wr mtuied: ii with rraearches into dasssal antiquity, 
of wlikfa too Qtde notke was lakcn in die Gemianist Liiterpret 3 tKjn of the so-called 
Middle Ages- The patriardi of Roman hisrciy, TIiccxIdc Mommsen^ tbcujght that 
the most slTtking phennmetioft of tlie period from Cassat to Diocleinin was the 
tact that instead of tlic Gerimiis being Hirnianized, the Roinans were, so to speak, 
Geananizedl ^ Tlie last pime of the Roman he says^ “ is remarkable for 

us batixmiaEion and expeclally tes Germanizauan ; and the hcgiruiings of tbh 
go back Eanhcr shU-*^ In my opiniun the process began long before tixne« 

A few welUknown and impomni facts may be mentioned ben?- From 
orwn d^citptiQiis we learn that there utust been a consiint innschan^ 
between the Gants and ihc Gemctns, ihc two great groups of senlers on each side 
of the Rjiini?. tie lelk us thdt tile brave Belg^ on die Lower Rhine were chkdy 
oF Gennan origin and had cro^«d the Rliine long before, tempEcd by die fortiJiiy 
of die soi4* whiUf ibe GaUk: Tectosagi, on die otbcf Imnd^ liad crossed in the 
oppo^te dJitetinn, frntn the West, and bud denied in die mid?t of Gemiin 
territory, bi die fertile districts of dw Ifefcynim mourttainis* Finally* he give^ 
m his reason ffir pushing basi the Helvetii, w}m had left iheit settlenYHits, his feat 
test otherwise the Gennaiis should advance over th^ Hlune into these tcfritortes^ 
on a^xiunt uf the good arahk bnd.* Qesar fdves the second of dl^ iLxamptes 
as an llltotoitfon of the general obsemtion that in earlier times ihc Gauls were 
biawr than the Geitnans and, driven by thetr brge pfipukdou and bek of 
sulfidcnr bnd, had sent colonists across the Rhine, So we find an andem inTemal 
Ctennun colonirjstitjn fm-m the Celtic WesT* 

For pcJidcal reasons, owing to the advancing boundaiks of tlse Ronon 

’ S« CIpKUt^ HtSfnnshMMnkMiKgm ml III Prack”^t C*0ogi^hiz^ llsnd^ 
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Ftnn^i*, itioon became tnnie at>d more commom fut Geimaji frilxs to be forcibly 
seuQ on ihe left bank of ibe Rhine. Catsai pliced eonie of Amvisius mwps 
m ilie Pabrinaic of Alsacse, and Agrippa settled the Ufaii tound 
Augu^ti^ sent some of tJic Sugainbri to (be lower 31111 ihc ^ aal, FJ*^ 
of ihc Ubii 10 the left bank oftlw Rhiae^; Tjberius moved Sy^mbri to ih« 
left Tlte Roman Empire advanceci farther and fancier info the aiea* of 

German Dnmis bad alreadVt by peaceful means, united the Batavit 

of the Rlibe-ddEa widi the Empre and thdr nd^ibours on the ncinh, the C^- 
nwiefeu of Nodit Holland ; and the Fndk farther i^JVi'ards the Ems, werr soon 
highlv-valued soldiers m Ronmn service- The Ouuci, on both sid® of ilic Wes^, 
from*tie Emft to the Elbe, Tverc ^so brought by Dmsus unda Roman 
The Romans tlum cairied the batile ogjainst the wafUke Cha^ £ir acro» the berraer 
into Cennanj\ a war which I^ted from die firet to tile third centuries .uo* But 
in the Damibc lands of the East die frontiEK of RbiEiia ww advanced bom 
Regensburg westwards cfver the Damibe, and Ncviicum espciciaJly seenH to nave 
been strongly RoiMni^jcd* **' Noncum beounc a frontter Lmdi and, so to fpcak|i 
a pan of Italy.” * 

After [he de&at of Vaius a fundamental differtmoe beewcen Lower and Upper 
Cennaiiia is eErmnly noliceablev » regards Roman occupation and the advance rf 
Romim dvilbation. On the Lower Rhine the scope of thar politica^tjw fell 
back 10 the Rhine frontier, while on the Upper Rhine it ^vatioed. The Joikhig 
of the Lower Hliine and the North Sc# with the Danuhe pcovinoes, whit^ ws 
not brought altout in iltc time of Augustus, was accompiisheti by the Flavians in 
the secMKl Iialf of ilic firei cewray A-D,, not inde^ by the conquest of the Elbe, 
which was abandoned, hut hjf the advance of their rule o\'er the Neckar district. 
Tliis prograimnc was aceomplisliod by the cotnpleuon of die milttsiry rood 
M a m y: yui Caiuisodt to til* Danube, the conquest of Wetterau, and the establish- 
meiii of the Ocfcnwald line.* 

TJic famucfly desert^ Kglons beyond the JJffisj were dechued ks be impend 
dotuMriSf and were sj^siemadcally cclonizai by settling small teuMte, poor pesople 
from l^ecumatL Here da Flavian cslontzunr^ sts ccntndcsS 

bscnpiicms and remains of buildings prove^ brou^i the anmtry to a hi^\ sens 
of drvdopment. Under Tr3ian (^S-uy) die settkmerat advaiKed over ilK 
Neckar, and a| the same dme the military camp moved for^^ard on the north of 
RhsEdj ov’tr the Swabian Jum, the Rkss, and dwi south of difi FrankisJx jura* 
Since Hiidrian (117-138) iti warlike tribes had been tsUed upon and organiMd for 
frontier service {rmmniX but under Marcus Atuelits (161—i So) an attempt is 
dearly visible to break tlte puwicf of tesnstanoe of the iiJiahicmlSi by meam of 
fbteed levies frotn fior^jueted LantLsv The carrying off of tlie Britons fttini finmin 
flTwt tlidr settlement as " T Wtima iw on the bldnt in the OdenwuSd, and on the 
Nectar after die middle of die second century was die result of a sj’stcm which 
was already' customary under Trajan^ and became increasingly freqtifiTii under 
Marais Aurelius. Subject harbartans in tens of rhousands were tiiirfmcd to 
thinly populaied parts of die Empire^ in order to bring fjew culrivators to the land 
and to provide ftesh recmica for die army» Especially after the wur ag^nst the 
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Majrrmannf^ tnjrdei of Gamut ntudor^ with thtir wives and chltdcf^tt wettt thut 
allotted fO gPEU Roman landowners and ptanted on their wide properties on cem- 
dition dial tbev d'lould be used only for a^g^cuitore and sliouJd be bound m the 
sod* unkss they were in military ser^-ioe. The kgal podtion of these InquiSm 
was peculiar; ihcy ’were persottally free and yet bound to the soil. The Britems 
menuor^ al»ve were Ift the same position a century Iater> In the pans^ of the 
wTtr against the Marcomanni^ Marais Aupdius took into Roman tmitory grat 
tiiimber$ of lite tiibos w'lio w'-ert leagued agdnst him, among others, the Buriani^* 
and permined 3,0£X> Narisd to dchangp their settfcnienQ west of Bohemia for 
similar serdcmetits in the 

A periedly mcihodical synem may be traced tn the lUrman polky of «~ 
pans™; a prclitninary coJcmkaiioro hy laying out imperial domains and setditig 
snmll farmers on them, followed by a military' ocoipaiion by means of a wider 
disposition of troops, a conttnual posliing forward of die Zimer, an increase in 
jhc nerwotk of roads, and fimdiy an excen^on of provinda]. adminisnudon and 
corpomic OTganizarion, which completed die imcnial de^^dopment-* Thus in the 
second half of the seomd century the RornanZiflief was advianml to dierigh^ bank 
of the Main, the temtory of ihe ZJuiei being actually on the left bank. At appro]d- 
maiely equal imovals of about i % kiloMctres snail forts wre biiilt and gaai&n^ned, 
which servijd to protect die impetial frontier- !n the neiglilKMrhood of these^ 
setrlements of dvillans have been eseavated^ sotne ot them of considerable 
^ w _r._ These were for the most pan catapvitloges called into bdng by the 

maiedal needs of the troops ilircmselvea.* In order lo bring waste laiwls under 
oilth'arion, a law of Perdnax peimissicra for the occupaijon of 

gieat stretAes of deserved and tliow^ ground bdonging to the state (the so-called 
free right of £ijang\ and she land was given to the liolders in perpetuity* Mam- 
over+ they wer^ free of eax^don (jif<Se) for ten yeara,^ and then beoimc beredlniry 
temims of the land w'hiclj they hod rechumed, and were b^und bo t^p under 
culrivaiion* Conszrete illustrailons of this de^^opmeni have been yklded by 
excivotions, especially in the Rbindland, which have diown many difiomt ^-pes 
of settlenwnt, and gradations in (he siM of the properties hdd. Beside 
imnstcady dtctc wTfc al^o larger scttlcrncnt^ and iLc former weft by no means 
imiform in plan or carecution* There are I'iflb# ftfjfiLcw tvliich seem to iodicaie 
iliai their (jwnert belonged to "* an upper stianim of the populLdqn, comparable 
at Jcait m our yMmen^&irneTs "; arkd there are also smaller firms, showing by their 
simpUdiy that dtey wenr not tnhabiced by great landed proprierors or by dtixerts 
requiring a holiday re^rt, but by small farmeris who cultivated their \^d with a 
few servants, Noe a few' of diem may lave been veterans from the neighbouring 
fans, w^ho ctfier long service dim had teceived a small boldbg, in retuni for which 
they were hound to give part of their produce ro die foir and lo he itady with their 
sertvants for militarv service iit time of war» The number of these must liave been 
veiy gresL In tiic B^dm of to-day alone there must have been sevetkd hundred of 
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ihan.' Tlw Imig mi pciarfiil dcvdcJimicM of il™ ffonticr orovifu^ und« 
Hontzn luJc g3ve rise tr> ibe rtJc}tiircoi<siii3 of ^ moie refined culmrep as may be 
seen in deiiiil Iram ifie pian tsmi inreriur equipment of iliese 

ToMitia the end of ihe isecond century a definile diai^ rcpok pbgq in the 
frontier sitmiiufi.* As fiitly iis A.D. t^a, the Qiatti attacked Upper Germany snd 
Rliztia; and in the fciUoving decades wa\icv of Cenrunic tribes broke farther 
and farther over the Unman frufitier defenoe^ Marais Aurctius was idli ab!e to 
take die offcfislve vigortnisly theuti and won ^toonea even on their tjwn 

soil After his time, however, ibc Roiuans resiricred therraelves more and mitre 
to defensive action. TTic Lim^^ was strengihencdt ^ rurmber of forts tncTessed^ 
and subject Gennans who had seitled on the frtmder, the SD-caJl«i were 

attached to the suany* Thus when t!ie firai atntdc of the Alemanni at die begutning 
of the third oenmry ai |) made tlie dbngtr fanre imminent, great fortifkarions 

w'erc laid out* But by abuui llie middle of the third century tiven diese imtncfHe 
works could not withstatid the fresh attack of the Germans. The Franks advanced 
fowaida the Rhine and ihc Atetimnni into Upper Genmany, hnsaking duoug^t these 
bulwarks of Raman rule* Afret the ycarA-o, 260 the rigln hank of ihe fUiine was 
bst to the Homans and finally 15™ by the Germans. 

Tlie gites Mmc thta opawd ■wide 10 a gjeat flood of German inv'adisrs; 
and in many dilTcrent ways- Some of flic GentKms oonquered by the Romans liad 
j^jJn been seukd on ihe hitiiBrhiid dius, Prvbw i77> adopied this meditx! 
in Britain^* Ma;rimtan ai die tmd of die ilufri cetnury plrad Franks tn the temtoiy 
of the Nervii and the Therii •; tKoclctian (frimi AJa*) settled Carpi and 

Basiand in Tlimce," etc, Wiih Diodetian the gctdcmcfil of Getnmi cnfcmiscs 
known ss was also begun in order to obmin soldiers^ in reruni for a gift of 
lands in heredimry In the tliird century Gcmians rraiied die tnghesii 

poritiois,* not only in the snroy bu t also m ihc □dminisirariDu of the Empire, a 
process w^liidi grew contmudly, especially atVer the riiue of Cbnstantine *; and 
contemporaries W'ere fully corkSCEOUS of rhij vecy significant admi^ttitre. In iltr time 
of Conscandus, ai the end of the iliird century, we read in a contempoory 
source^*® In all the market places of Gallic towns there sat crowds of cspiK-e 
borbaruns- They were dkmbuied among the provindats^ in ortfcr to build again 
the pbces whicb perliaps xhsy themselves had once laid W'astc- Nowadays the 
Qiamavian and the Frisian ploughs for me | diat wndcring robber now i JU^ for 
me in the fiJth of his catling^ and brings cattle and com to sdl hi my rrcirkets. 
He hiifries to the reoiihing ciffkeT and desires to become a soldief-'^ S«L'h colonizn- 
tion look place pm-tly in die North of France, in the districts of dac Somme and 
the Oise, partly in the region of Troyeij J-angres, Dijon^ and Aumn.^* 

It is a mkitake to repreaem diia pow^ul process of Cetmuiizaiion a$ aiming 
from above; it was not due to German conquests, or to the fordble fiubieetton of 
ItcTTium territiciry, nor did it occur fur the Erst tim* wlicn German states were 
founded on Roman soil. Tlie tniAcd Ronuno-Gcnniiii states 'wluch arose in the 
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fiffh cefitury m Italy* Gaul^ Spiiin* ind Africa art miy il» diniax of tljc grew 
prOQos which had ^im hing bdTon! *l»c nme of It was built up frotn 

below on dbr b^wd^s fcHuicbdon, (i bf:gin witli the pgasartirs of the cottniiirt and 
the af^^ie^tiDe of numep^uii Cerraacw 29 lower iujuse-sei^'anis; if spread to ibe 
army, us coc^Thuued by the Emperor Sevenjs, thea reached the officers ant! ofOdals, 
and ended with die ccsnjioliiJutHJfi of didiiii.Ee “ barbariiin staTos tn die midsf of the 
Roman poptilaritin- It ahooltl be noted liow this pcnetninon of the Roman 
provinces is described in the accomifs of Roman authors ihensd tics, TIw Germans 
do not at first appsr as conqucTDis, but in the swbcFrdiMte podrion of servants. 
For a ksnt; time the Roiriiiiis felt dieinsdve^ to be entirely tl^ masKTS; heno; the 
scorn with wluch they regarded the iffrAoit, Even in the tliird cenmiy^ a Roman 
writer * triumpfmndy rtpom thai scarcely any region could be found without its 
capdve Gotht and tow^ards die end of die fbunli eentmy Syortrus* Bldiop of 
CyrenCt compbiiw rhar there k hardly a household of meatH without 3 Godi or a 
S^lhian as cook, or house^rvant, butler or sitwatcL^ 

Thus the Germans did not come into conoct with die Romim^ simply as 
enemies and opptuients^ (csoepr on the fmnder whicIiL they wTre rhreatciurig)| tir 
merely as traders to esKhange their produces in the UmAi. Not only did they enret 
fbe Roman army as soldierst taler in heenme veiefiins pmvidsd w^tli bmi and 
settled within tlie district of the Ufruj i not ordy w-trt they admitted into ihe 
Roman idminstciiioft; hut at the same time. Of even car!kr* ritcy were able to find 
coundess <rnatl openings in domeatiir and agriculuml life in whidi dtey wot 
employed in cany'ir^ out die usual routine of daily work. One of the mosi 
important internal ptnbkras of the &r-fiung Roman Empirt in to decline was, as 
is well known, i great scarcity of manual bhour, Tlie employment of slaves, 
liowevia: mimemus, W'as not sufHdent for the injcicascd demands of Rome'^s 
world-wide oommenx. Tliis especially the case since die number of large 
landed estates had dtmtiiished, except in Africa, and fiscal oitcrests, 

as well as tlio$e of prtvare faimiagr furthered the developn^uit of small holdings on 
the colonaie sysEEHLr^ In tiiis economic and sodal crisis* w'elcome help was given 
by the barbarians who had been subjected or annexed to the Rcmari and 
especially by the Germans, They were used not only to protect ^ Empire when 
ft was ihrearentd from without, bur also 10 meet the demand whMn die scare for 
manual labour—^in the country for agnculmre and in the bdwtvs for industiy and 
cammeroe- Komaits and Germans dud not tneiely nwet casually m llidr frontkfs 
to barter their prodnets; they liv«d ticar and with une iinoihcr^ in oominual co¬ 
operation in a common economic acmiry. Thus it was possible over 3 long period 
of time for ilie Germans 10 study Reman dvtlmiion and tedmique n dtw 
qiwtmj and to acquire it for tliemselves. In view of this dev'dopmcfii it is not 
surprising that ihey, on their side, si>on Influenced Roman manr^rs, so ibax even 
tn ihe capital German manners and cmtomsbtxame^''feslijarid^ at the hegitmmg 
of the fifth (Komry- Ttic Emperor Honmius ( 377 ” 4 (^ nbli^ to puhtisfa 
three edicts againat the mpid increase of German feshions, foihldding the wearing 
fn Rome of gaily colour^ slcevdess ooiua, wide trousers, aid long Lair in the 
" barbarian ” manner/ 
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G^rmsfn rrtflufftcc trs also dearly $cen In GalIcKRoman sculpture. One of 
ihc finest students of late Rnntan dvilizaticKi^ who bases Kb wnrk on hb Cfwn 
numeroos eKOfvmtynSt has slicjwn with tiice di^mifiarioo that in liic monmneots 
of llic time the peoiliarities of Rhenbh cultufc are dearly tniiifcedt ind appear 
fnmi naturalmkdlyf espccidiy on the toitibstnoes.^ A pan frotn the cdhdol art, 
whsLih b alike in di the provimae, piec» of sailptme art found whbh were mode 
for privsic requJremjents, based on rhe ideas of the men who ordeted tbemp and 
carved to suit those local ckn^nds. This is cspedally evkktu in Ute interior 
of a province, whf^c ilie native: popubdon hx oiui so beame the prodmn- 

inating iniWiioe i the onistic monuments aie tloe oepression of ilieir namral 
peculiarities^ their opinio^ and their rntewta, and under the cover of Roman 
technique CeIiic*Gesmiiiic ckuactjcdsdcs break through everywhere."’ The most 
typical feature b to be found in the scenes from everyday life* which CN:!air in 
surprising number, and show in reallstie and bitlrful detail the inkabimnt]! of the 
region in all dicir Dccuptions. Tliesc scenes are purely local and are 
dertved life tn Gottin BdgisL Nothing like them b foium ia □ther provinees 
of the Roman Empire- They are strongjy tndi vidua! tn character^ peculiar espedalJy 
in their tnve of die smallest dotoils and their pleasure in the repio^^eiiotion of dally 
lifit- " In ooroparbon with llie typical formal art of Rcine, this Ga]k>-^German ait 
already shows someihii^ of those pecnliaiidcs which later dkdngiii^b the art of 
Gonmny and die Nedterkncb from that of Italy/' 

Tlius we see a juxiapositint! of unperid Roman and Gallo-Getimn ait, and^ at 
the^itiettjne:, agja<hial iionsitionfrcnnoneio^^^^ Hiese conclusions arc ako 

supported by die results of the impaitani and nttmertnis fireavonotis mode cUtrlng 
tile lost decaiks in the frontier district of the Lhrus. Tltey testUy that esrfier 
scholars were mbcakerL^ or ai least atstmdy biased, assmnmg that 
barbarian peoples deatmyed ok Ronian culture and completely demolblied the 
outlying settlements here, so ihatsomeditngin the tmture of a complete ertenmna- 
non took plac^. Et b certainly true that ^ undermined towera and ^tes, walls 
reddened by fire, licaps of burnt rtiim, scattered weapons, and die bones of the 
sbia bear witness to the desperate resistance of the defenders *; but we must 
guard against the geoemlbation from these facts wliidi was common among 
earlier ^olars^ Tonfey ii may rather be said that as excavcition proceeds 
farther, and historical topography gams sLirer evidence both of the earlier Roman 
and of the bier Germanic periods^ so die chasm w'hich used apparently to yawn 
between them seems to be bridged, and over great streidies of tmiioiy ihe con- 
tmujty t»f dcvalopmcnr ihripfughout the storm and stress of the much abused 
wild 4^ of migration " is levealed. 

This contmuoMs cultitral development took place, for Lnstonoe, in Besen, 
and in tnore or less die whole region of the Lfjwer Kfiru* *nie AJcnutim and 
Otam, who conquered diese tEninaries, were " not gentle "* with die Inhabitants^ 
and ihe wdUio^^ propertied classes must cettainly have lost thdr b»mrt and 
lends; but the poorer Ellers, voltmiarily qj perfbjrcc^ remained in the country, 
'ITiia b proved not only by the peculiar dijarunerisiics of the Roman cretnation 

■ w pnmldun, rQIO- 

*■ F^briom. «fK cin, U. 

“ t>- Woifl^ " Dk RtrvaUi^rLiiut iJr« udaivhcbiiKbon Gerfimatoa jraHi UtiJmjuBE 4 b 
RCtmlmtrdiufl,'” 4- Hiffwf. IV", fir dar Cmak^r^agfum MtftWi, arw td]f~ ti 
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grdves, foj near <i»e fort in Giois~Ki\itKnhuig (above ilanau)*’ but 

dso by discoveries at coino and took, and above all by tlie lay-out of the modem 
vilUge $ttctl3, house-sites, plot^hed lands, and Eeld-patlts, wliidi was obvic:^}' 
deretmined by diai of the smsets of die Roman camp-viltaj^ and b identical 
with them. Moreover, rite same land which ts'as one* covered by the Roman 
oimp -vtilaigp b stih govemmenl property. It can be proved that the modem 
donutn was given Ijy liic ting tn Carolinian limes fram the ertram possessions 
to ilifl church, aiid t^c it ome bade to the government again at the dissoluiion 
of the tnonasnsrts. Wliea the Main territory was oonqumed by the Frants 
under Clovis (r. aJ>. too) these old Roman posts were chimed as crown land. 
The Frankish kings were the legal successors of the dliefe of the Alenumm. 
It seems probable diat at the dme of die ooMTJest the latter had appropriated 
the Roman state property to themselvea, Tlib happy cnmbinaiion of facts 
enabled Geoig Wolff la give a greater historical value to the results oflm esova- 
tioiis^ with important consequences. He himself, for instance, joined new 
help for his suooeeding reseaiches, and his discoveries ra i wrri other workers w> 
proceed with similar investigadon of various Other Romatt sites, and -so to com¬ 
plete the proof of hb theories.* 

It is iroporemi to notice the general condurions which have been dritwn 
by K, Schumacher from ihe results of a number of separate escavalions on the 
ri^i bank of the Rhine, from Basel to Matoz. It appears dial the ifiiriier theofim, 
whidi iqwBSenwd the ndtole plain of ihe Rhine as a swamp, were wro^, aid 
that even in prehistnric rimes ti was widdy cultivmed and settled. A considerable 
bredtiitg up and clearance of the surrounding land for the purpose of tillage 
liad already taken phum, SO that sucocasive tribes a^n and agnn m^e use of 
tlttir ptedecessors' work. In general Schumacitcr comes to ribe fallowing impor¬ 
tant catjdmitin: ’* Even during the so-callcd Age of Migtaiioti them was no 
essential diangr in the chuiiie of pbces for setUemant, a feet which b proved 
beyond a dmibi by rticient excavations, especially by die discovery of a great 
number of long banows. It is tnte that the (KscoverieS show the Alemanni 
and Frants to liave penetrated, hero and them, farther into die luounDiia, atm 
also to ha\x settled more thickly in the lowlands of tile Rliine, but ui the plain 
of the Rhine itself diey everywhere appropriated ibc fields whid had been 
cultivated by ihe Romans and iheir pieflccessore, and erected their simple log 
and wattle huts close to diem, even though they Jialed ibe urban mode of settlc- 
ment of the Romans. Tlunigh doubt nay be ihrosm on Ammianus* remark 
flat the farmlicrttses of the Alemanni In die Rhine valley were built in 

the Romiin fashii» (17, i), y« h » dear, boih feom literary accounts and 
eccavminm, that on ihe rigjii plain of die Rhine, wlicre, owing to die proiecriDn 
of die Boman footesses on the left bank, Roman authority was able to make 
a sond for .1 wltile even when the IJmit vsS lost, AleroanniG dvilizadon was 
in closer contact than elsewliere with thai of Rom^ and thus coiubiuity of 
popuhiuon was secured. And almost all die above^nentiDni^ sites of pm- 
Romon,. Roman, and Afetijannic-Ffankwli rimes (of which a detaited list is given 
by Schumacher) are also menriowd in eady medieva) SQurses as pfeem of 

* a. niwitllv Wetr* ljtB=r ataKifrtipo of tW» fortifiB] " Uto ZiaramiHibirtgr 

nlniUdier mid friUimiwWinlkher Kutinf im Mruilmde,'’ /HmU-surf^Ciuniaii*- 

* See Crtfman eetb-t »*, iCT t 
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hiumn ooupAtion, and on mosi of them and towiu enn to (h» 

day." > 

For Baden, Albert Kruger's excellent Tt^ograp^ic^ DUtiurMiy is 

a rctiible basis for lescifch, as the lii^toriiat, and espaidly the doaunenta^', 
references for tadl place are ^ven. In the same iray, in all lite otlu* German 
districts concerned^ the eianrination uf individual sites lias detnirnstiaieJ that 
ihe theories of G, Wolff and K* Sehtrmacher bic conect and have a geama! 
applicadoit. Indeed, it is aofw possible to uphdd witli mnte astunner much 
which was then only conjecture. For example, is regards tlie land tottnd tite 
Neckar, E. Fahrkius \m proved tltat the district of Sutnclocenoa (Rottsnbutg) 
was an imperial domain (Hid/nu) of conskier^le extent at least tmtij ilte tnitldli: 
of the sscood century' In the end It was a thritat, an indepentknt ootn* 

nmnitj' of dtixens.* Thus, even ’wirhotit Qi'cttmng the sektne of Roiiiaa soil 
by tlie Gennaos as the savage robbery which it wus formetly (and by some 
s^oLns quire iramtly) considered to be, we see that it was possible during 
tlje Alanannic conquest for die imperia! domains to be appropriated by ilte 
dukes or leaden of the Gertnaii tcibe^ withoui detritnent rt> the rights of private 

E ms. A fhrtlier niece of evidence may be added, which w> W has been 
ng in Wolff’s diecrrifiS, "nie docuinetitaiy evidence for these dktricts 
redly begiiu with the Carolit^au period : and about t}« middle of the d^th 
centuty, under Pippin and Oiarlemagne, exiensive confbcaitoos took place in the 
Duchy of AtcmannLL, by whtdi ancient ducal property was tnnsfeired to the 
Carolingians.* Thus the cstaws of the Carolingian kings were really derived 
from earlier ducat domains. 

Again, a aimilar conttnuity of cultural development luis been proved for 
die great Ro^ colony Augusta Raurita fRaiseraugst, near Ba&ltr),* Here* 
too, the existing system of toads corresponds in plan and directioti wfidl tile 
earlier Roman roads; rmnains belonging to die Merovingian period have lieeo 
excavaied on the site of the Roman cduny^ and it can be proved that this also 
was Crown land lattar bi the Middle Ages, Many other places testifv to the 
same facts.* 

It is not, htjwcver, only in the tribal lenitory of the Alemanui that the 
dteory ofoontuniity of cultuia] development holds good; this regicM piovides 
a pairioilarlr good Ulustrjtitm, because here eoxovation has made considerable 
progress. W'e tan now- assome a similar devebpmenr in North-West Germany, 
alihtnigh. as lias been painted out, this drsiriet not held permanently by 
the Komans. A lew stdiolars long ago expressed tlie opinion that sucli a 
contouity »■» posslhie. Rltamm, for csiampit^ urged ti in lyoj with reformoe 
10 tfit Cpi£xfiiQii Ncjftii Sea o;iasty Troffi ^'hidi Engi^icif} iDCMi^jiscTcd by the 
Aflglp-$axOns, die tisTfl atiti^uomm Saiamum ’ as it was called in early documents. 
Indeed be wos jndined to as^me £rrmi thii thm ** in Gennaiiy in 
a nraiber of andent villages, whidi appear for die first time in eigliih-ceniury 

' “Zur BnintUttimKwUiclifc ds nehttfarinl&tlii) RKeifiiala nriKhtn B^nd und Uiini.*' « 
JfjK^ Ftit^rhnjf, ' Ow. efc, jS £ 

“ pi&.ti ()( iWi In tirjr Hit iFiruiit^iffrttniddiuig i^r Kitftkrtir^, j, i lo (tyta), 

fc, riJ P*- Xtibm* vAjhW 1* It i ind ibe lant auihne 

* S« CtfiTfciiii edif!.^ IK nt fL 
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docuTTvenrs, Mtc dmdy m eiJ&n^nce at die end d" die fourtfi centTiry when 
the mi^^nons just cnmhig to an aid; and that from then until the 
Ciinillrtgian period no significant inemse in the cbv^opment of die land liad 
taken place* At ifie same dme Jnhannes Eloc^ cx[iD»ed the aptnioiit with 
refetnoe 10 Jutland^ Denmark, and die temrory bemmr the Wesa and the 
Elbcp '* that the great majority of tfae places menuoned in documents of dw 
scvefiili and dgjlith cenmri^ when literary evidence begm$t hack to piehistoric 
rimes*'" ^ Reccfii eKcavaiion^ have proved that Westpkalb, espeddly round 
Mansier atid Bockum^ h ridl m tm^idLic gmve^ wlrich are found chiefly in 
Emstal m West Hanmw and aiiio along die Uppe* 

In this cemtiectiun the tnvesdgarions which Lsmgewiesdic conducted bto 
Gerrom setdcuients in Kordv-West Cetmany between the Rhine and the Wesef, 
are especially worthy of attention," tfc tried to e^lain tlw of CenniUty^ 

naenrioned by the gpograpber Ptolemy, and based lus idewrifkations mi only 
on IJnguiStk eviderro but ako^ more especially, m excavaltcKS and finds of the 
preiihtork and early Iristoric periods in riio^ placid The disooverj' of Roman 
bars of lead Jrt Soest caused Schylten to mvesri|^Lte more closely me ^nestlon 
of the Roman catiw on the Lippe/ He is oemvinoed that tliese may be identified 
with rhe help of Pto!emy*s account; tn Im view Aliso is on the Upper Lippe, 
theMelihocns momtaiiBarenordieHai^ but the TeuSObiMg forest^ Fori Pheug^ron 
Iks north of Soesi, Sierunricm Is Obetaden^ and Bogadian is idenrical with Halietn- 
He also investigated the Weser fort Tdisurgium, near Hoxter (on the Weser), 
Tacclia near Branjeriiaven or Bremea, Tnlifurdum fVeiden}, and Ascaliogfum 
(near Xfiriilen)* He is stfongly opposed to (hose writer^ wlio enrirdy reject 
PtoIany*5 acctnmi-* Even though scholars m^y dillbr as to rbe tdetiriiy of 
indivkhiat pijme-names, ii may oertiriiily be granii^ that these districts between 
die Rliine and die Weser wotc the scene of mimerons ^tilemeno aid a vigorous 
trade in die sectmd oeoiury K, Schumachchr sees in dusse of 

Ptolemy German Gan townships of the Ltie L 4 Tine period^ in and mrof which 
rimated the residoicei of tribal chlef^ die lafl--coiirta, and the places of 
worship.* Thus in die loriioiy^ between the Rfiine and the Weser, wiiich 
w as so soon rcimqiiislied by dur Romans^ we can also trace a oemrirmous setrlemon 
from tile prehistoric and Rdmon periods to duf rime of Ptolemy"^ voA^ts (second 
cenrury a*d*) and domi to the well-known early Saxon and Frankkh Hirg F . 

dh it 15 proved diat even in the second cenuiry aj>. ilicrr wot in dtb 
district important roads of oommuntcarioiv running from the Rhine and the 
Main^ imd often along the edge of die nmge of wcx>ded hills. 

In this connecriott a further example ch^aerisdc of North-West Ccmiany 
may be dted, arid probably ihcne who know thk territory wdl will be ahk 
m add othm* DuEing the exmTirioiKf of die Roman fort A^dburgtmiq n^ 
Dubbing it wiis observed dcit the district of Fricniefshejm (rtcar Mdr^) was 
a oenim of Homan Even in early Frankish rimes tiie monastery of 

^ mat 

■ A fp 1 . JFl, i^o^roio. 

* ^ WJC Imckrtpur in Wcsdilaiv*' win; /JA, 1 

* ciL, fiotc ^ 

* ihu U Hiir4rnd cvm bj L Sriim^it, 'vhi^ h vcvpricaJ bbout die sopppftd 

PtukiEuuc; ptiQci, I/mhit, (£ mil Patix^ ErJki iK, 11^ 
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Werdcn hud a large ejmce dierc, dtri™! dhicfly fmni myal gifts; it is also 
deactihed os contnlwimg to Noia that towaidfl tltc etid of the eiglith 

OMiturj' the mana^ierj* lay quite near the Ftanktshp-SiiXDn boundary in tfic valley 
of the Rulir^ in tile sedufllon necessary for its puzposc. Then Chariies the Gmt, 
Jindhig ii important to promote the power of die churth in Wft$c STOmy, presenied 
IE with the lOyal estate of Friemersheim near ihe juDceion of ihe Ruhr and the 
Rhlnet and diits a eoimecnon wiih the Triinlkisb hinierlaiK] was efFected." Here 
coo, ibmfote, early Gemunic cultural devdopment b Unfced with that of Rome 
and is by no mearis a complecely new phenomenon. Thus in North- 
West Gerrnanyjp likewise, researdtp so far as it has gone, shows in general 
a cnntirLiiJty of settkinefit similar to iim foand us ihe Main t^cm of Hessen 
and in the Nedcrr district- 

Arthseologicd research^ aid especially exeavafion^ apm from ihe diced 
and immediate infomtadon obtained fnsm them, advance our knowiei^ in a 
Fnnre gencni] and liss diteet manner^ ltdping us to give pnsper cunsideradofi 
to other factors, spedally in pkcc-nam&, whidi as guides in studying 
the hmoiy of setilemmt, PUce-names have long bm used lo dirow light 
on those early period^ of wbidi so fer tu? pccotds Itavc been discovered,* Names 
ending in and -HPei^r correspond to the Romn yiff and viCSanr, They 
used w be ascribed to the Alemarml and were consideitHl a dhdngiulsliifig charsc- 
terisric of rbrtr settlements^ found in no other German tribe.* Tliis opinion 
ptrii'ailed for some liioe, and wns used by a tiumher of sdtolats as tbeir chief 
means of detemining the extent and cxpariston of the AJemnnnic secdenienK. 
Gradually^ however, a more correct inEerpremdon nf tlus group of lool names 
wm made possible by a doser examtnauon of oilier settfanent libtricts-^ in 
1S91 archaeological research demonstraied diat most places with mm^ ending 
in -wfiler hjid been nou-military Roman settlements, showing that there was 
a certain continuity between the Roman and early medievjil seitlemenci.* Witters 
demonstradoii ihat in the district of place-names ending In -itvtib' Romance 
field-names survived unril die late Middle Ages^ even in regions whkb remMued 
completely Germajif put die ctmnectina wiili Roman seukmencs beyend a doubL^ 
He showed funber ikat these places owe dtdr origin to a Rofflano-Celue 
populariofv 

Karl Wdler in bb researchi!s into ihe history of seLiImbaats in Wdrttemberg;,* 
the tsmtre of Alcmannic colonmiitionf emphasked tile fact dut the aiding -wdiit 
goes bank. ix> tlie days of Roman ctviliaariiDn, pointing our that this borrowed 
word confirms the connecdon berwcoi Raman and German colonhoiriort, eipcctally 
os RDmau seideinents can be proved to luye e^ta) tn many places whii^ liai'e 
diat ending- The freqimcy of these pbee-mmes in Alemarmic tcrriiury may 
be expbined by die fb^ that the Alemanm were the first to take possession of 

1 CC It MhhhtA* l/dcTi, ii, It ^ 

* tbicL^ pTtfacc, p. kiii it. 

' Wa AjwiEit ujui dtuzjidur Stii;nfm Cia7f)i 

* 0^ al^ lt|. 

*■ Cr. C^msn it (17 C 

* L C. WO40; Kort-~BL d. Jc, Sp, i J 4 , Cl itls ramdato iS^t, 

J. ffmvt* jpSr du tkw cdiC, t 

^ Dju dolitsdu-Sprad^faict LulkrTiicRi A. Kii^lolEiftp' Dmi^Am i^cAu- 
mad VsBkihm^^ viit 4/* f:*S t 0^)- 

■ '' Die Am mifWi gageidiicilte dct vtUl^Hibff^Khpi Fraoi^iii redin Vom fFUttt. 
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ROMANS AND GERMANS 

much nf ilie nrlicf Rouwn terriwjiy- But dif wavA might fust as wH kive 
been taken over hy aay oiher German tribe. Wellef tliinks diat iUeduimi 
Jtepi ihe rmnie^ fir^r for ihe remnancs of Roman farmsteads, probahEy when 
they used the Roman setrlcment for dieir own d^^lings or built dieir hi>ii^ 
on ii® mins; then the word wtiA transferred to chose Alctnannic settlemoits 
in which the houscis wete more carefuUy built ocrording w the Homan style 
(l.t with a stone foundaiitmX in whidi the bniMings were better air^nged 
after the Rotnan modelj with the fjjnHbuiMFngs se|snate from die d'welUng^ house* 
Tlift Alcmamni aimoc! above all it occupying not ismte fotest-land, but the weI3- 
cuId\'3tHi fields of the HoTnans*^ The Roman fronder wall represented an 
important lialting-plaoe tn the history of oolontzodon, in that temtpry on 
its farther sidd, even where die araUe land was sccelleni, ait for example^ the 
Holteniulier plain, was in general not densely $enfcd until laieft b the age of 
the great Enanoriul estates* 

Wlelfer QOW pul forward the view that pbce-iumes ending in -wtUtr began 
just after die Frankish irnmigratiou, dm wiih ihe spread of manodal cemditfons 
they gradually came from lire west over the Rhine,* and woe ihensibie a stgn 
of increasing cultivadoii of the land, especially in the «»«* of the hilly districts 
which were settled only by degrees, tie also attacks Witte's theory that pli^ 
ending in •‘Vtiltr in German-speaking districts owe their ori^n to a Romano- 
Celtic populurion.* However, he has prtxiuced no evidence against tL The 
fact that place-names in -wdUr are found for the first lioie b Frankish 
iRords of the eightb ccniuiy, dties not b any way jusd^' the dtascic candusiorts 
which Weller bases on it- Do wc posses®^ for the preceding period of the third 
to the dglith centuryi iny comparable body of record^ from the aJence of which 
we could r^ly confimt the theory that tlicse plsce^nomes tEzmin^ring in 
did not eadat ? As ehe^'hoej such places may have been in for a 

jong riroe before them an c^jportmuty for Undownet^ To menuoa them 
in the excant dmrtOT ot ihe Um Frankish period, when they wme presented 
to newly founded churches or monasteriis, or when Laymen obcairked bnds tlurrc* 
It is csseadal tCHdny to be very cattcioLfs in die use of the ejr ri&njfo, 

Tlie records which wit posses are only a frogmem of what fomierly existed; 
for exomplcir those of the Hthly endaw^ Swabian abbey of Reidienau are pottt- 
plerdy lost and die charters of Lorsrii have largely perishech especially dkosc 
dealing with conditioRs in die early Frankiah piriu<L^ A cotiiimioiis seriei of 
records docs not properly begin unril the Pme of Charles the Grrat; bui it is 
a fundamcnial oiistake to assume that anydiing which cx»ines to our notice for 
the hrst time in a collection of sounoes formed in this haphazard way was not 
in fsrisrence before. 

Moreover, ihe fact that a -weikr pJaceniame was after an acmd pmon 
appearing in eightli-century souro^ dots not jirovt that the town or tillage 
had Just been established 41 that rime-* In WOrttEmberg k has been proved 
that places w'hich show traces of Roman culm-aiion are also ihose where ptdiistoric 
long bamiws ha\Te been eccavaied** O, Behagliel has recendy 

* ibiiLH ril, 3A| * Ibid, }J9^ twce Ji 

* Tbwlj jjo, ppte ^ 

* C£ my in ^ ll^ 4 

* Cf. Conuci ada., l3f. 

* See CtfpnMB tdVL, I", iJi, tofiv 
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tlic cemrmtdiy of -wtikf places is gtncral frciiti Rimatt um«* ; by i 
coflipfchm^ve and detiileci ir^rch into German di^irtcti wh*ff« there are 
pUce^mnu^ ending in -it cilcr^ or Jwi/ ^ part of them, he has been 

able to prove diru the great majority of them liad bees in Roimr ocmpstion, 
and diai in not a few of tfar mi aurii nccmpaifOa coiilii be assumed from their 
position aiyl (torn ihc courte of Roman fcad$^ as wc now know ir* Such 
names most ccpmmqfdy oeaxr in ihe neighhotirliood of Ranwn funs and of Z/urtJ, 
but they arc aI*o found bcyoiwl tlic biter, and to some e?frent under its prutectmn* 
They are speendJy mitncmus in Lonaine and Alsacct Baden, Switietbndp and 
Wurttemberg, and also ocatr as far ;iv^y as llessai Eb^'ariii- The fwlrer 
wc go north and cast* away frtim the main centres of Homan power, the rewisf 
wc fimcL* 

Tlius pl^ees cndtnp^ Jr •u'ei/er are connected vidi Roman .retdementa, wlietljer 
HonLin prov'inctaU or Rojimno-CelnE people once owned liitid and lived in viHai 
there. Of whether reupcd soldicjs famong ibem many Gefinani wlio had enicred 
Roman service) had received holdif^ in the frontier ttmtoiy^ or, fifialiyi whetlier 
new' CeEtnari settlemenfis amsc cm soil caJiiv'ared iti the Rnman penoJ and the sufliE 
-wd&r, ineaning ”pl&cer of sctllemrat ”, was limply added lO ihfi names of 

these GmnansH ^ ^ ^ - 

A very interesting Sict Ekch poinied out by Miedd for the disoict of 
Freiburg I Br ■ PlKK-rames with iraM- as ibr first componmi are cloady 
ccmnecfed with those ending in -iiTf£fitr; he was able to ipiote about sbity ok these* 
Some of these are litcmsclvcs old plairea hi ^wetUr ~ others lie in die netghboiirbo€>d 
of these. THs makes the connection with Roman seitlejnent and popubiion 
mil ckatci* flchaghcl fomuitned the results of hk reseiOThcs thus 2 The 
old pLiecs in -vxikr Ulustrare the sway of three peoples dwelling diere a/ier 
one an other aud wiili one anotber- the ortginal fbundera, the Romans, the 
bter rulers^ the Germans; and the smalter Romafio^Cddc pec^jple imng rgund 
thenL*' Swiss evidence, too* provided hiat with ibc inipotiaiit point thur pb^ 
tuune$ tt'hich bKlti:atE demne^ or water and marsli, axe never found in connection 
with places ending io -wei&r* It could obviously be no pleasure to the Roman 
vereran to settle hi enarsbes or to dear prime%^ forest-^ 

The results of RehagheTs leseardics liave bero confirmed and supplcmrnted 
finora other parrs of Germany** Re«ndy K- Sdiumadter ha^ ckalt in general 
with the -M.'ri/fj- rumes in West Genuany.* Tlicy are found there " in grai 
numben off the Roman it>ad 5 on ^nall river* and bnxiks, vHurre very many 
Roman viJK/e fwtkni have dso been dtSOTvered diher by, or not (ar away* 
They me therefore agriculrural setdetiacflis, the inhabitants of which conttmim 
tfi look after tlse fields or ikr Roman fannhouses, and whidi wen* situiUecl cither 
in rite saffiff placae or near die ruiil* of Roman seiiiementa* Escavatkms lead 
10 the oondurion that the Gallo-Roman pcpulaiioii remamed iltere:. Some of 

places are Roman settlemcnis, others are irew C«man setdemcntis 
a viHar^t aicrocted by the favoumble ritnati-un and die ogrtculmre of the Romans*" 
Research, witkh had at first dealt mamly wHtli the mountainous sondi-w^t of 


• ^ Dk draJtidws Wcibsrttrte “■ ir0f#*F W 
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Gcmuiiyt ^ impeml [andp chu^ gains depth and otrticnty by being ifizcTidjH! 
lo 1 nxrnc nnfiheily and Rmcj cb^nrkt- In generat these pbce-iun:so efiding 
in -weiiir arr an imptmanr aid to the ttndbmanding a( the lebtidri between the 
Itomsm and tlx early German settbments. Ti Im afsca Ifeen mticed dial in 
WOrttemla^ Luer ennsm hnub nn; found sm die site of undent Roman settlements^ 
ai for example in I Icjibtofin and LautrerL 

VllsLTi vtt go farther east, Rliarda^ and especially the Tyrol^ axe peculiarly 
mrenesting. schd^ osmklciecl thdi dxre, die incMr$kifi!& of die 

Gerrrum badianans had played a very tmponatit pirt^ and as$uitied that 
the earlier d^ilbsiion }iad bem for the most part destTD>‘ed by thssn* Bui tlie 
firdier researdt advances^ the mcir^ obvious U booomes that RkeiiaL was strongiy 
Romatiixffl, In die remore Alpine vallej’s, and up to compoonvrly high 
mDuntain paBtun^ traces uf Homan settlements ntc to be found even io*day, . 
3 jh 1 It is die saute in Eisrem Switaerland, Not wiy is Hotnaniraricfn nodcoiMe 
m the innermcisr vijJJeys oJ GmuJbOndim^ but obvious remains of it ate found also 
in andent Switzcrijiiid^ tiie lii^orians and phiEolo^sts have 

nscentfy invesdgited die inieTesthtg question of why Rumuikatlon diould frave 
endured so te7t;idously In these Alpine districts, while traces of it do not appear 
nearly so jr^qitcfuty iu the neighbouring Noriciurh which was opoe fust as 
thnrcnighly RomanbeecL It has been show^ that RhiEtta became verv^ 

imporani undsr the Emptte^ snd ihat Rofne valued ici connnued pcHSCSsion 
bcouse ti guanuiteed the safety of Italy ikICp^ But of ihe numerois desmictive 
campaigns which die Germans arc supposed to have made through T5fTolii3e 
Rha^ TO Italy, “ hardly one can be prtn'ed for cenain* so thal ihe northern 
pbin was laid waste mu^ lea imquentlj and cotupietely by barbarian inroads 
dian is usually supposed," and " tlmibTi: ta the unmnitainmis part of the province 
the pcipulatitm was not senou&ly diminisliedt ml depopubhon in die flat coimrry 
did not take pbec so eariy or w the extern hiiheitn opposed *\ Finally ir was 
admined ** dm the seEtlemeni of dx imnugfaiing badxutins In die Efth and shdi 
oenturii^ was nm for live must part :ta:i^mplbhrd by viulenoe^ and Sn the mourw 
tainoui^ siLPudi as 4 rule ihere tras none. Quietly and with link bloiaddted die 
barbarians look possession of the titiowited ot liiihertu unsettled dtiifkis, arid 
all ihai diEy demaruled in ^ddicton frotn the Rainaji provinLiiljs jmaong whom 
they scttltaJ w^s the lordship over die wlioJe Lmd; and the Roman pcovindalst 
accustomed for sa long to fureigr^ mte, wem nddier able nor aitxiaus eo refuse 
then‘V 

These are an histotiin^s condu^ons, but they have recently been supple¬ 
mented by tbc researclj of a well-known pfulokjfiki, Karl v, Etmiayer** He 
conduiles that tin- barbariiUi tlireac to die Romm piovinccs may acnolly have 
tmised an increase in the Romanbianon of fbb mountain tcrotory by causing 
numerous RoTuan prmdnoab to tke from itic less protected Alpine farehmd 
into the mouniains^* it can be assumed that m eiiHy times German and Rontan 
settlements in this region were inteniiiTigkd-.* Vnicre the fiist Boibvarbn attacks 
fell, a$ in dx Inn valky, Hnmiia peoples for a long time held their gTound right 
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mi kfi In iltc iHiwte of tiic But even m discricti ’where 

liietfe was ^ coflsideratlc GermaB imm ^gratityn^ na for example round Siuftedt 
in the Pj 4 sirr valley^ small Roimm endavK remained on all sides.* Moteover 
(ids Gernutn hniidj^raiLOrn was cpjite peaoefuL Even tn die Upper Pinigxn 
^caisred Romanoe fenn-oarnes aie fotiadi often in die best posinoiB* Ajinthcr 
tmportaiu piece of cviiknce is the fact dxsi in Soudi Tyrof^ Gsmans, pcriia|^ 
of Gcnnan origiiit liad setded even before die Bainvari and Lombaitk* 
Odoaeer must have sent a coiwiderahie number of his East German merttnaties 
into ihese fToniier provinces to proiccr dirra.^ The Gpman^^speakmg arra 
in the Each in Sermhem Tyrol, wlikh are not found in South-Wcsi Tyrol, 
the OgUo vaJleyi and Velilin, can only be splained by the pnsenoc of German 
colonists, who were brought ilicre by German con(}uerof5« There no 
endowed settlemenrs, bui German and Romance peo{des probably lived side by 
side** Thus besiiles the purely Gcnrnm districts must Itave been a zone 
of mixed bi^uags or peopifti, as the case may be, whkh began ’with the migra- 
liuns^* “ The sCHcall^ SpiwAmin^ or language pockets of SoutJi Tyfld. are 
stmpJy the bsi reinains of thb lune of rtdxed bnguagej m+wch once included 
the important dismcis of TyroL'^* The fwher die German enebv^ Lay 
from the Bgivariaii tritd (enitoiy, the le^ able were the Geman colonists to 
bold ihctr ground agaiusr the smTomiding Romance inhabinnts; but riirir 
oti^ns go back id the 3 ®e of migradoju 

In connection il should be niHitioiied that in die Tyrol also a coutinuiry 
of scttlemwt can be proved. This is no place for a discus?fton of eitliEr tte 
rnueh-ddaated poblnn of the idoiuty of theRseti agsdnst whom die Romans 
iud to fi^u for the possession of the land, or the eejuaily coniroveTsial qu^bon 
m to ’whether ceriain plajce^-iiames of Etniacan or lllynan ori^Ui and iheefore 
point to a settkmefit before dw Rotnans came- Th^ points are coreadered 
in detail in die cxcdkni work of Friedrich Srob-^ Ii will suiBce here lu refe 
io the prehistoric excavsdona along the Roman toads In die Tytoh Th^ lie 
not only on ihe greai: highways, w^hich were used naturally from the eatlioi rimei 
such as ihe Brenner road, or the lines of dse Inn, or the Drav, hut alw along 
smaller side-roads, such as the route running from Hall in the Inn Valley pa^t 
Laps snd Sistmns (in the Mirtdeebirge) w> Matrri on die Brenner, or in the Etsch 
valley between Mcran and Boiert, or in the Vintsdi district mar GJums, etc** 
It is notable that, in the mountain paumres. above the valley, grsvei ate often 
found widl remains dating from the age of tile migratioi^ in tbe very places 
whidi were already settled in die prehistjoric period,* 

Our rfflcarches li 3 ve now' brouglit us to Ifevaria^ TbU important Alpine 
forelaml, which die Romans ruled as Cir as the Danube, was ifitcnsiv^y seiilcd 
in the late Rumm period, as is sbowTi by die evidence: of toads, in^np lionSi ctiins^ 
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brou^ tnj Lgtf by jtctmt cwivutiomJ We have %mi that i!iw 
ai»m}y a stnmg aiimijaure of Gemun popubiTian in fli* Danube couniiy when 
ihe Rotti^iiis be^ thdf ccmtjuering ea^iedmon from the direction of file Bcadcnscc 
dud the Inn, and tiiat durin g Rpiuan rule many iliousands of isarh^iiaiis were 
seeded as ln!f-frec people in the fttmikr pro^mces^ and were iwr] ^ soldiers, 
especEsity under the Empetor Probtas (276—iSi},* Mpreover, we know fba t 
even in die Emperor Trajsm^s time there a peaceful iutcTtoim^ here wiih 
vaHoua German rnbes; die Hermunduri were allowed ro crade freely on Roman 
territory, especially in die maiket^ of Augsburg, die capital of RhEetia II.* Here 
dso prehistory and eirjy Gennan ardiKnlogy have provided a ftrui foundadon 
on wtdoh new ctmclusions may be based Earij' Gerinau long barrem^s were 
found along dw old Roman roads; they are bcL'ng precisely wltere there are 
also iiD^4rlris lying high up on the mountaiii side or rrac^ of Roman 

ocicupation.^ The i m mt g ranis at first kept to die disrricis culuvared in pre-Roman 
and Romaii times, and to die agHoilture alrt^y in cdsimice. Morcoverj 
w^iUr is femnd m a j>ey-naffie on ^stsLba where Roman isettlernou^ can be proved** 
Here, too, Ramam apparmdy remamed and nmnuinedl thcmselv^ weM on 
into the Germanic peri^* 

But other arguments for die eofitiniuty of culrtual devetopuien: in Bavaria 
may aho be brought forward. Tlie earliest: ChrbtbmkaiiDn is ckarly ccnnected 
with the Roman roads, which provided a channel for the progress arei oepansion 
of die dmrch mksions,^ This baa been coiifinncd by laiet excavadons, which 
have shown a direct axidixological connecrion in various places, and that twi 
only in die larger towm; we shall deal witli dicse later. Oirbdan chuidus 
appear to have been buUt directly above Roman templesH* Fasdinger lias firawri 
attention to the fact that the patron saints of [he oMesl eburetes and chapeli 
tn Bav'aria yield important material for die advancement of historical Jmcrw^Iadge* 
He show^ that Saint Laurence was renowned the patron samt of duirches which 
were origimity Roman.' We find him not only in die more important pbee^ 
which are knew'n eo have been Roman, hut also in smalJer ones, sitmited on 
Roman roads, or yielding Roman remains. These Roman churches of 
Sl LBurence belong w the fourth and fifdi centuri^ F^dinger acuceJy con* 
eludes that whereva- churches of St. Laurence appear in the eddest records 
(eighth am) aindt cenmrks) diey must be pmtimed to be reriv-ab of earlie^ 
Romiin foundadons. Tina mut Is true of chutdies of Su George St* Michad, 
and St. btoigarei menduned in dw early recortb* 

Finally, it also be proved in &varia that in nuuLerous pboes wlitcb 
were oiigmally Romau setdements, domaln-laml is found in the Ag^fnlfiug and 
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eariFrankish period- Here ihe femoinr sal of Rdchcnfijll merit 5 p«bl 

conrideriticf^; they were alteaJy ihTifktiig in pfr-RiTinan ttracsT in tij« Ro^n 
period they were imperial domaint^ tlwil <nt'ncrkss+ and Firudiy ducil dnnoinsJ 
Inti-esrigsLioii of the Carolm^D royal pilaias^ in ohl Bavaria. IfeEs slitjwn dtaS| in 
most izases, dticsd residences of ilie AgjJolfhig JBunily tiad already cKtBiecI tiiw 
in ptTft-Cajtitingian tiines»* We oDi lurwevefp traer a KMjnetrJon even fertner 
back; ir is notable tliat on dl itec palm rites thenc liad bom Roimn 
mcnis. This h well known in die case of die towns of Regcniiburg, Ingotstadt, 
and Ulm; hut even in places which are of no impot^ce io-diiy,sodi 33 llansfiotcn 
and OaUErmiering, OsEcriiofcn (A]t-)Omngt Aihting and Matrighofim^ Roman 
remaii^ liave been exca\'^ictL An eariter jortsCaroUngian seriiancnt cm now 
be proved for die palm of Forclibdni in Oberfrankeo, sinoe^ in a draiW wnll 
nefw KinJiehmibach [in die Forchheim disp?i£!t% a bronze girdle-oroament of 
the fifth or sixth faentury Im been foundi made on 1 Rpman pattern In a Gcman 
wodeshop* Another Krafriple b provided by Staffefsee in Upper Bava^ S 
ihe fhmous Extatp&i imium ad nfj for/?xatjffCsxi e.t Jih^aUi of tiie 

early CaroHnedan perioct conniiiis a survey of fiscal property tben^^ and in the 
Roman pericri the rozd from Partenkirclieii fPartamim) to j^ng^hiifg ran past 
Li * j numeroiis coins have been dtnrovettDcL It tS ptobable iHai 5 Somcil 4 irij^ 
simibr is also true of Nciibiirg on tlie Dsintibci wlict* Roman defienstv'e works 
ha% e been fmmd. If is mentiojied 11 the bi^miing of the fiftli centoty (j.t* after 
the so-olled tnigrarion era) in the Tabula Peuiiiigeriana; andn, fin the Dihtr 
handf royal propenyv origbiaiing from ducal po&jesstons, crisf«l there in -9^^* 
Tlsus tt is probable that in these laniip ra^n from tl^ Romans in Bavaria^ 
ai on the Main and in Wrutiemberg^ the domains were first taken over by the 
Getmanic war chiefs and were then ttansfcired to die ctukes or kIngSt 

Tile MSI district to be ectoridered is Norictim- It wag eajredsdty strongly 
Romaniced tinder the Romjn Empire —an outpost of Italy, to qnote 
TIl Mommsen,^ and the Germans went in coiistant lourit with the Rnmata 
dicre frorq the second century^ In the second halt of that eentTsry the Rotnatis 
eroHsed the Danube into iImt "territory of the Marconiaiini and Qt^i^ W built 
fort& AmbassHiulors from the CcimEiii peoples complained to tile Empeuor 
that die Roman giirrisori hindered diem in dieir stock-raising> tillage:, And either 
peacefd occup^uions.* In spiie of tlie long die Mflrajnunni prumised, 
cm the condurion of peace, to deliver a fixed amount of com annually to dm 
Romans,^ and the Quadi shnibriy paid tti otde and liorees^^^ 

^Fhe Homans remained until the second halt ot die fifth Cfiniucy- A 
biography of St. Severimrs describe the eolliipse of Roman rule on tin; Danube 
and the advaudtig fiood of Germanic peoples, ;uid the uccouni there given lia*s 
been used by scholars not only for Uifortnaiion as to ihe rotroiii of the Romans 
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from but also as a ptoof uf tIks dieory of dlcsirus^tk^. Here tht desstuf- 

don of an oW cH'^tljzjXifoii by the bafh;iniiii}( seemed tti be dearly vidbic; and 
du! btjesc investi^tioii Into pWg-names quotei tin* suttemeut iJiat d/ Romans 
irae sent lu Italy in by oititar uf Odoaccr, as a proof dm no remnant of 
rhem can luivc b^n lefi in die couniry-* Btit it ii impossible not to fetl grTt'c 
doubts d>f>ur die evidence of the yita an this cpiestion. Its leiiabilixy H suspect 
for three reasons^ Firai, ii U not a conTjcmporary aiMunt, but was ^Tttwm 
more than m genenjiion after the evoifs whixii it di^aibes, at the beginnmg 
of the sixth rentury', wlieit the loss of this Rooiim province wvis Oompteie and 
W 5 S still an Lmpressivo and painful tfveni: in the eyes of contimiporarieSi. 
Secondly] the id^iity of the author niakes the reliabihiy of rhe accotmt sdll 
more doubifiili He W3S a cetcuii .Engippius, a pupil of Severinus, who wrote 
u in bb old age* not itom penond knowledge bur ^ont the accounB of other 
older nun, Le, tom bcursiy^ and he lived in the south of near Naples^ hi 
from tile bnundaties of the Empire* Hiirdly, and most imporum of ail] the 
author h based hi more than one respect^ for he is a man of true Roman feding 
and ihnught,* ^ing die Germans only as " barWutns he mDtwveri a priesr 
dius necessarily hosdte to these Aryan hereiicsi ! !e cotild Itave had no oihet 
view of them and may have writieii in all gi>od faitlu He had obtamed his 
information from the defeated side^ which Jiad had to give op anoent possessiims: 
and the mood ndketed in the Hur is tliiit of % retreat.* The positive aspects 
of Gentian nctivity in those lost and dtsianl lamls TTad no mticrest for Eugippliis; 
how should he have concerned iiimsctf with them ? Tlicrefotfl " ruin and desmic^ 
donwere bound to be the recurring motif in the life of a man who liad himself 
airempted the hopeless cask of defending Romsm Catholic imtitutinns. 

ObvioBsly die Ftia S^rini is noi a soutoeon which far-reaclung conditsions 
as to Euebadaa destroedvef^^^ can be based. When Eugippius says tltat all 
inliabionts of Nancnm (cvnirer incoliu!) were sent from the province^ after 
having all (mthtrsi) b^ui colfected fogeilier^*' description is not necessarity 
accunECi in sptie oi Ills giR lor Dhservanon and his iove of mjtfL* Are we* then* 
justified in aigujug from rt dut all ** Wakheti *' and Homan provdnc^ls found in 
lare dgltdiHreniury records were laicr immigrantSi and thii the Raman people 
of die ffi£cuiia of Selibttrg were not so much Nodd wfao Wl remamed 

behind as Rh^ii wlio had. immi^tned ? “ To begin with* i satts&ctory Explana¬ 
tion Is required as no why the IlhipTi In the siicth or acventlt oenurry lihonld Hai'e 
mignitcd to Nodtum mther than elsewhere Fop if the reason was the odvartoe 
of the GernmiS] why did the Rha;d not retreat m didr kinsmen in Italv* as 
the Romance people of Noriaim did? Is it really at dl probable that thty 
showed a greater power of reatstanre than die Norid* and snetmki} ro spreading 
north and east* in spite of the feci that the Germans were steadily advancing 
from those directions f At die end of the sixih ctninry the Baiovaii hzMl 
already pressed forward over the Brenner to Bozen and into the Puster vallev* 
wiicre ihey met the Southern Sbv? who had come thus fer from the souili-east. 
At the same mw* or e\'m earlier, the Lombards were afea coming from the 
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east in a sotiih-weceily direcrior^ from Ptuinonia and ihe EugLlajwl, it. even 
Irora Noflouju 

Even if wr admis that the designation Welch **, '* Wllsth ** did ftot apply 
to Roman peoples alone, but also to any faneign immigrantiji* that its. mcajiing 
is not too restricted and so thm Wiildi may peritaps rcfniMit an old Bavarism 
pnjper name, Ualho^ and ihe pbcc designabon Wakhen itKun belonging 
to the ckn if a Wakbo 'V" ™ed not etttitely give itp the a^iumpdon slwt 
m the place-name^ in Walidi wc liave a trace of old Rmnait nciilemenE, Ti te 
certainly necessary to dkeriminate carefully and^ ^ iti all mvessgjaiiotis of place- 
lumes^ to py vpeda] atietitkin (o ihc daic of the records, and to the earliest 
vLord-fbrmailorL CocefuJ scholarship^ however, must not empty our the bahy 
wtih die bath“watcr. Not all the munexous placet ending in. WilcJi are of later 
date, nor can they all be named aftera UoDio. Tlie fact remains tliat the Sakbut^ 
stm^cys cf the of the etgiidi cencuty znentioTi a viw Unm^ihcui tn the Sak- 
burggau on the Saal, which is klentjcd with die " Wals " west of Sairhnrg at 
the present day.* Furthertnoie^ it is noteworthy that the andent source 
mennons many tnuHfets of servile Roraani 00 the Ttaun^* in the Anergnu,* 
and on the Vdib,* and if identify these pboes according lo ihe come^potiding 
pa^ges in the Breves Ncddiie, nr in bier Urborfmaiional surv^’sji ^"efino Wakb 
places^ Traiinwnldien or Strasswaldie/v.^ In the ndghboinbcKKt of Wak and 
UuaLardorf* there are a number of places which atc already mentioned in die 
InJkuhr ^rrumL and are obviomly Latin woxd^forns. In places wLtii Latin 
tycruSL, die same source uidicares funlicr trnrefers frora mbutary Roman peoples.* 

FicuISy^ odicr reliable evidence may be adduced to ihow ihat diM Walch 
places are vay old setdements of tile pte-Frenhidi period. In those very di^cis 
there occur tioi only pbee-names ending in but many endkig irv 

two group which stholars Iiave agrmi arc characreiistic of the earliest Gcrtusnic 
setikmenrs. In the district of Freiburg L B., Miedcl rightly stressed the don- 
turedoii of pJace-naociis containing m)d *weikr as a cumpotient with those 
containing and drew the Cjonrlusmn diat here a very dd setdement 

cotuittuing a Roman one* On the odier hind we know that in Bavaria places 
ending m bebng fo the eajrbe&l Germaruc iseitlements. 'Hiey appear not 
only in the most fertile dktncis^ but by preference wliiere settloueiUS already 
existed in Roman dmes**^ 

The argumem appears to bo conclusive. Here also archaeology has its 
MV, and the excavations from ptehistCFrjc and carfy liisioric dm^ are decisive* 
According to iheir evidence it is just iliose places with a IFaiA-tksfmadon which 
were 11 that time; in parritubr in the lake region of the Sakkamtneigui, 

not cmly Hailstati, hui ihc Attereee (Seewakhra) and the MordreeCpib^wdlings), 
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SdijftxTg and Gauixag, Mmulgl (near B«gluuii}, and the district of Rdchenludl 
10 ilic west, all show Mtdl remaiia.*^ TTw suqnisiog faa has alir^iy been 
empliaxiud tlat ilie sucuie, copper, anJ bronxe utensils and pot-^heids from the 
lake dwellings ofi the Mondst^ (on la Salzburg shttre, nor Sdtarflfag) and from 
the Anenee, ate very mudi Jthe those found in Szizbutg, espectally on the 
Cotschenberg and in bfiltErbetg,* A Roman lioalhsltiiw has been found on 
die Walleisee, with an iascrfpliim of about tile scoond or third centuiy, showing 
that settlements already there a: diat time.* 

Tlie nuRiercrus places ending io waich'^ amoitg Ronum pUse^names and 
those ending, in -tag and -aw/, the &ct that in the eadkst documentary teconls 
of the end of the righth century Rrrnum Inhabitants are mentioficd as living there 
in a ctependenr position (rri&mmr), and tiiially the pnehisiodc and Roman cacava- 
tions—all consdnue a rnmin proof tlwt in Noricutn also a residue of the Romance 
people remained, and a condnutty of cultural devetoptnent tS to be assumed 
The theory that the Slavs, and, shortly afterwards, the Baiuvari entered a kod 
cot^leidy tlescctcd by the Romans must be reject^ as dedsively for Noricum 
as it las already been r^ected for Ba^iiria.* Ooberl, moreover, observed in 
dealing with a diaiter wEtich oonnecs the Bar-tchalkea frequently found iii Bavaria 
with the Romance people,* diat die former " are Ibund chieHy in districts where 
a dense Roman Mpulaiion can be proved **, Furdier evidence is contained 
in the earliest audientic: Salzburg HUit^ries, especially in the Indkdiu jiraonif, 
where there are freqiuni tefeenoes 10 Berah^^i* One of dw^ places might 
also refer to the. mudi-disciisvTd Wa!s (yicui R/otmodsfui) and to Salzburg-* 
If this connection between Bartchdhtt and dependent Roman* can be shown to 
be sound, we sitould iiavc a furtiier proof of the theory pur forward above. 
IL. Schunucher has shown (hat the places ending in wleh- in Hissen indicate 
a Rumant'c popuhitiaii, winch remained and culdvated vines for die Aleiminni 
and Franks.* 

Let US recapitulate. However incotapbte this ariempt lo^gatit a general 
view of the mass of detailed research may be, one main oemduston ninning 
ihrou^ it all already stands out more and more impressively. Tltme r-in h; 
no qu^ioa of a complere breach with the old Ruman culture, iliough^ it may 
Itave disappeared or been desproyed hers and rllece. On the coiitinry, we an»i 
for the most part assmne its ooiidnuity. 

We have now reiclied a plaribim from w'bich a series of suppleracntary 
(ibserv-atiDm may be suitably classified and explained. First of all, we may 
deal w'tth the coins found in Gennimy- Ii has long been noticed that iliere 
is a disiinci cbninol^ical gap in the series of ooim found in excavations near 
Roman fores. They go as far as ilie middle of the ihicd century, and then begin 

* Cfn "Die V’eraektim^ Von l-’aiKblEllci Tmfawigntdiir uod rSmbtha Greeanjlitile in 

HwMgtuin Sabhi(i,~ b? C- Hidloa, A. Prtnzliver, ttod O. Kkw in Mittal. ^ fia 

w, M 1, 4} if. ; *h, « A AIb Fredridi Kenner In 

MtnuL Dv aslir L 

* C-£ Hitti Vii"^ni|tim| j#t£idbnlv j;, 7 {1^47). 

■ Cf, Move tn jtUiitdL Ar ZinitpJ^/^rri/rrfigKrt, 3,tj Vp JLI fll 

1 ^ unJ |}S M. £> 0^74 

|td ^7; 

* LbliL, 47 , note i, 

^ ^fkoitr UB.y I, 6 , imit r?; d i, 11 $ 1, Hrie t^; d»d i, 14. rm 

^ IbljL* ngiie p. 
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wirit ConsmriWt wlikli air cdSMecgriw* Groi^ WnSff tui 
TicFw sugg;e9ted tlie pciE^Jbnity tlut dte scnatkr m\m arrying i v^ue 
U^ifig die only ccitm cunsidiMd liere) come dovn Horn rw G^ki-Rofnun papuU- 
ticfl, wlig mmJivd io Ae frtinjJep lancU o^rugvmici by due GcfTnan.% and ^ho 

di^ coins in die imiving uihIz wiikli was bdng pcacrildly evried on 
:dong ihfi line of forts aAjcr the advamie of die Gemttifet tnwi the tmiioiy of 
the Umti ws$ over^’ WoUf has^ ilih supposition dikily on ohsovaiiorts 
whudi he made during Im cravaiiom In the Min lemtory. A ntwnher of other 
scholars have made simtli^r observniicm in other jwighixjufifig districts ^vliick 
have imnhcmed hia iheoryA We must of coiuse be cautioua in our judgmentap 
so long s there k no exhat^Hve coMecdon and cstmninadun of our nimiisrnJiii-c 
materii. The coilecuon in die Taunus proves that oolns of die second half 
of the diifd century arc noi entirely absert j and thb appeals lo be the 
also 111 Bavaria. Although tbe immjerouB dbcoveries of Roman coins jo Bavaria 
have nor yci b^n examined from the point of view' of iheir provenance^ nevar- 
thelcss a simibr piiennmcnon is somciifibes found lucre also. There is a con- 
•sidcnifak gap in the second half of the third cenmry (after and the coins 
begin agam with Consatirinc ^id oemdniic durough the fourth century^ As it 
b in Swabian territory scct^tda} that d^ fort im b«n otablhlted** 

k fdJowrs that there aiso the advance of die AJemanni caused hd namaneni 
mtcmiption of the eadicrccrndidcios of dvdl^aacm and of settlemenu htorcover^ 
it bad alre^y been sliown ihar in the case of Swabo an imerrupiifm of diis 
kind erndd not be dKluced from tlir com found there, and was indeed Itiglily 
improbable.^ 

To this evidefitc tnay be added the great number of corns dug up near 
Pfbrritig (on the Danube east of Ingolstadt in the direction of Hegcd^urg), 
covering the period from Vespasian to Alexander Severus (a^d. 69-ij f).* kltmc* 
over^ both barbarian RiiA^gFoiiir and tlie remains of Homan militaty fonresses 
Itave been dkoovered in tJberadkem on the SokadliT wiuhs, in die Kretiihndcn 
nearby, and In the Itaiiemgra^n near Auntouserii corns of Constantine ItavC 
been found.* Finally^ there are the coins found near Lorch (Laureaoim), in 
the neighbourhood of Ennis, which are likewise continuous up ro die fourth 
oentuiy^^ Similariy, In the eastern fton[ii!a~biitl5 as frr 021 Noricuni, researdt 
has yielded results analogous with those obtsined in the districts of the Rhin^ 
Main, and Noikar, indteating a contmuance of Eomnn $eti]emeiu or, to be mare 
cuict, a couirmngilng of <arly Gernmnic and bte Roman colanaadon- 

Anotber ccFncreiir result in this connecijon b sJmwn by ilte cxcavadom 
of Industrial productSi, uxdst and hoiisehGid goods of all kinds. Above sill, 
ibe pottecy of that tarly period iUtisirawa tlv nuun of thif tratisition. It h 
well kocncii how higbl)' d^loped how 'widespreid iho provindal Ronutn 
potm^’ iodustiy in the lust eenturis ofibie □irisdiiaei^,* how h was (Hacdsed 

^ *'" DJc^ Bru^lWfutiit de* n^csthdnbchvD Cmumkui locli 6tan UntETg^nil ttdoicEliifEfT^ 
up. dt, Aqtj Ubo-il^ ZvHnTnMnlunC fiicn^ friJ^mntrldfrrUfherKulrtH- 

h >4 

* aiilrR |l, ln|r 

* Ci. F. UiTilraV RCmczTDiiiEEturuii! ill ftao^ Bpairuii,^ Fngr* Jtv Oy«^cmjnrm 

I& 

* AicH^AS/.R ail, ‘ Wcbttj apt dt, liVp p}. 

* Ct Fp Emner, Mimilt ^ t. k. p. jxxif (iSSS). 
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bv the native popubttonp ami icni iis procbicti ta tlie and ex m heyond. 

No doubt di™ ptJtteiy woffa may fiwiiienrJjr have bten to a ffimcfetill 

by die iiTva^ii>n nf tJje Gennans, a complete TtDppage msy have been 

caused^ as indieated by die that cxcsitinally the have bitTught 

to light limited sttjcks.^ Equally ImporEant and extrerndy simniheant ii the 
fea that in nutnenous Getmau graves there « a mixntft i?f Roman mid German 
the latter showing iinmiatakiible sigm of the tnOucnce of Rtmiao tedb- 
ruque.* Recently the gradnnl transference of laie Roman poncrie^ to tfie Franics 
ha$ been proved by means of evidence afforded by an eaily Frankidt g;ove of 
ihc bcjpniiifig of the sixili oeniury in Biebrich,® Ttie R^unui pottoies 
not destroyed btit continued to work,*" The diaries demanded by lie new 
owners took place cpttcc gradually. 

Tilt lame t$ tnle of rht bte Roman and the early Gemion ntasonryp TthJcb 
even expcrtoioed sdmlara often ftnd ii very difficult fo dtstlngtdsh.® Tins anisde 
adonuneni of fiarJy Fratildsb pottc^ is aUo dearly derived fmm patterns in 
vo^ in the Eniprte, and this is csped^lJy otn-iqiis in thesoHcalled wticekmairir^ 
tatiorL* li i^appeiirs usually about a*d, joo and coniirtii^ undl the tifth oencufy 
into die AlenEmsic or Sterevlngim-Fraiiktsh period, him which it was tianded 
on to the Caroltngiam, In Scfmarj-Rbdndotf, near Bonn, ptoofe have been 
found of diis oominuit>' of pnttt^ from Homan lo FranJdsh dmes,* 

Tlie household utensils in daily itsc also deserve notice. The ridi cicesva.- 
dons in die Saalburg neat Homburg vor der Hdhe htroght to Jighi a quandty 
of tools and other iron utcnsila^ which ate so like those soil usd m Wcsiern 
Germany that theii Roman origin was doubEsd by many. They are u any raie 
quite diHercfii from die shapes usml in the -Mme dass of object m North and 
East Cemony*’ "fhe Roinan keys at Nida-rietldcinheini are like the 

riiding loda which aro cnstmiarily used today for house doo«t ami ^$rdftn 
^ates in tlie Wetternu,, and id the Alematinic or early Frankish graves at SindlLiigen 
fcfi}^ femnd with the foiir-coinered liandle dtaractcrisdc of the Middle 
Age^ wliereas tha $Intpe of the key bits wa$ dearly Romaii. Finds in esccavodorts 
of undoi^f^y Roman at n^rabeiin produced identkal ©campks,* 

A 4^11^ coincidence of the Roman and medieval uiensife and tools tised 
in the vine cultivuiii:]ni of the Rhine md Moselle district lias been sherwn in 
c>tc3vatintis at Cobetn on the Moselle; wooden casks, vine-dresscus^ and oocpcfs^ 
t?ook, havT come to Jiglit tn company witfi ojitis of Hadnan^s period.® The 
latest wTtKrr on (Ite liis^iy of vitlcuitur^ Fr- Baissertniirui-Jordan, to like 

condusipn that the migrations by no means destroyed vine odtivalioTL The 
Afemanni sirndy took it ovier from the Rtimans, and ihej' had boeit trained for 
it for more tban a hundred years previouaiv-^'* Furtbmnofe, die of the 
German tribes, recorded under die rule of the iterovingians, are valuable evklmcc 
tliur the Gcnnam of the time mtered into the mherirance of the Romans 


* lliu Ificaalb' cffl|ilL«±BKf by O. bt ^ r«wl^ 

mbJ db ^ 1 ^ 

! ^ >41 t * f. KutKJl, tj 

CL F. CftiJscr, " Dei cj-k fiemin. r^alxhs Uitif?,” RSm. i(wrm. .SUSn, a 
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' CttrAkhw du It'wkSiMi isrtfrf lr^4ndbrT S ^t^ahr gufig ^ ityr, (lf 07 >, ff. 
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Finally, gtes mamifiicnjft did not pmah the Rutniuifl, a? was once 
ihou^it^ bm continued, ddiotigjt '^ith a coaiser tecfiniqtic. Ekods orhex 
g|rrgg CTtianienfe u^ed just as much as liefoic.* In this connecdoo atientlon 
should be drawn uo the teinajkible reseandics of Aloifr Hiegl inro bie Roman 
Indnstriil an in Aesrria-Hung^ry^ a paiticulaiEy exposed part of the Roiritin 
Empire, where the barbarran imindiitiDns were very strongly felt^ Taking die 
period from Constantine ihe Great to Chadea the Great as a single wholes* 
Riegl rtfimAs that from the point of view of die history of an, it Ts " extremely 
nusleading'' to call it the age of the migrations"* lie emphasiiies the fact 
that in diia respeer ihexe was a continujty from the fLoman Empire to Chirks 
the Gteat^* and tiiax an advam'^e latller than a rettogrcssitin Imd taken place. 
Even where tliere w-as a coarsening of technique trf a !o^ of aitbtic compctcrvce* 
or w'lune the previenB Romnn work seemed to have been destToyed,. ifiere are 
to be found transitiotial forms which are higlily signilkanc becsiitie diey lead 
up to iatcT modem fonns^* Tliis may be traid m detaiL^ Riegl is actually 
inclined Kr the theory ihai these objects were made f«r the Gcmiiiii merecnarte^ 
by their Roman undciiuigs w'hci understood and pnietisod the Roman technique** 
Thus teseaidi in the histoty of art has quite tndependemly produced the same 
re^ilts as research in eotmomic historyJ 

Andiropolo^cal research has also b«n used in various quarters to support 
tile iheory of a conrittuity of cultural devdopmenL The pltysique of th* mhiibi- 
umts of cermm dtstricts In Bavaria, wirh their dark eyes and hair and olive com^ 
pkation ha^ led to the coiilusion that in fonttfir Rcmian senicmenis a large pan 
of the GnlloRoman population rcmatnedA Similarly^ the tnbabinints of the 
Main district and the Wencrau^ spedallY near Gross'Krotxenburg, have been 
thought by Wolff to be of the Gatlo-Roiiun popiiatiom* 

K- Schumacher showed die same for the Odeirwwld in Baiisn,*® and F* KauffiU^iui 
in general for die oUi frontier imitories between the Gentwns and ihe Romans, 
where ihe latter were called thehunen ", be- the diirk or black people.^ SinUIar 
observations have also been made in die modetti Tyrol, especMly m the tiiitrt 
of the Etsdi temtory, where die humui tjpes, ^ well as the place^^ianes in 
neigitbouring valleys, show a dear dbtinctian between the dcsocndiints of the 
German tribes and ihosc which remind m of die RomsnSr** FiimJly, traces of 
pre^-Germati civilized peoples (Celts, Rliati) have betn observed in die physical 
pcculiaitiics of the Salzburg petrple^ m vety brown type with dark hair and grey 
cyes^ round also in the wegterti half of Upper Anstt^ and in almost ihc whole 
of Carindm, Kraiiv and the coaxt-laiids-** 

The results arrived iu so far concerning the connection between Romans 
and Germans hold good primariiy for the open country* What form did this 
rebtionshtp take in die tow-ns ? Was not die development here quite different ? 

* Cf. F,C=3irtf5t*'^Cl»w«*ntkfcGUAuiWitMiiinvlldliittfiheliibt^ 

lai ^ ^I>CT dbgofi^ I^adie linwi;,'" . 

da in Oiurrtk^i/^iiam^ 

* * Elsfij-, 7 h * ^ Gcmtin cil£t«p 14^8 fi^ 
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Fot a long tirm; it ivas aj^^urni^ by sdiolars, espedbtly by diosc dcximg Tiidi 
the legal smd coiEuiiuticinal histDiy of medieval Germap thai die Romim 

tavni Iiad been compIcEely destitiiyecl by the Germanic invasions and had fallen 
into nirnSf and that ifte barbarians, to whom tm-n^ifc reppgrjinr, had levetted 
them (0 the ground, so thai bier German urban dviliiation arose independendy 
and on a new biisis^ witWitany conneciicn with the Ilomin$. Vatiems drcmti- 
sances cofitrihuzed to form thb theory. Tlje cataanophic tlieory of German 
barbaric ortginatmg with the Hutnanisis^ helped in its creaLtion; it one 
of the elemenrs of the new' Fraidr history of dviiiasadon in the wenieenih and 
eighteenth centuries (Momesquieu and Voltaire); and in Gennaiiy oho it wss 
readily vxepied^ because it fitted m with the idea of pdtniniFe Getnma iceednitt^ 
with tlic new ttscarch into Cemm agradan tusioty (]. j. Mftser)^ and with the 
later assodaiiun thiitiry and the more rrant sodnlngieal Rndendes. Th^ 
ixnlimtied fre^Dm of die hilf-nomaslic Germani owld til be reoondled to con* 
linement within dry walla 1 Moreover, there was tile direct evidence ofRomin 
lUtliots that the old Germnns showed a dkttict dislike for the towns. Tadms 
mentioned as one of tfacb: cbacactemiics thar they did not live in mwita dt imvi* 
even endosed sctilemeiits.* In onacher passage he gives something like the 
** fince-Ceiman " explanarion of tills, for he makes die Rhenish Tenoerl by 
down as a oondltion of peace with di RomanSt thin the inh^icoms of Cologne 
sliautd dcmolbh the City wnlls, which m described as the 

reason for die demand being ihar even w'ild animals lose their snerigth if they 
are caged.* Another fact w'hicti seemed to support this view was that in the 
fotudi century' desoipEiCFn of Julzan''s wars wiih the Alenmnni in AmmuimES 
ManxUintis says that the biter feared the mwm as pits surmuneW by nets, 
which Tueant the grave of thdr freedDiTL* 

This earlier tb^^ry, whidt is still often met witli^ could not be heU witliout 
mDdificadon. It w-as hnposstble to overloi^ die fsci dot according «> Greek 
writers the Genius also possessed n6hm* Even though Ptolemy may 
been mistaken in understanding pboea where diere was a certain amount of 
ccuntocrce** to have b«n towns, and in naming them, the fact remains that 
other auihors, suidi as Hcrodian in the diird otnmrjv sUo mention as 

being Kwfvu (village)** Hence it must bs acknowlctiged that in dw 

empires set up after the migrations in Gad, lialy^ and Spain^ die Franks, Burgun¬ 
dians, Ease and W^t Goths, and Lumbardi lived not only on die bnd but also 
In towns And recent rescstrch mto urban Icgidanon lias given a speda] 
position to the old Roman towns on die Rhine, because it has come more and 
more lo he recogniicd that there a coiuieciioti wiili Laitr German forms could 
nor be denied-* 

Then f:zime the great arch^logkal invesdgadons in die Rhine and Mab 
territories and also in the Danube districts, with theh thormigii eantininaiiim 
and revision of historical topograpliy, -which for the first time provided a firm 
basis for deciding iliis toaporiant quesdon. We rieed not here discuss the gteat 
problem of the origin of Gennan muaidpl gwemment, but may be^rt by 
pumng tt^edier the evidence provided hy the sdcuDc of the spade as lO tfie 
transition period fiitim Rofnan lo German times in certain great Roman towns^ 

i C^rmafdji^ C. ^ ^ tvl^ ** t%. 
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Apart fitFrti ihe above probkfn die main co he mnsldtted h dmJ of 

^nomc Hevdopment. Hot Cologne tnust be pla™l In tfw foreground* for 
In more liian one dirrctioti It is a model sample of our kikj^ ledge* and research 
has mi>de fTctat stride thotu Tlse old Ronian tiywn, Calonb Agrippina^ imj 
destroyed in iff by the bariiamn^ alter an dbstlfisre siege; Aimniamis 1 ^fAh 
us so vt^rtsout any doubt** As a oonsequetice it TVa^ for long belie\'ed that 
Coldgjie Itad betai conrptetdy demolished. But great cauuEm must be used 
tn dealbg Tdtii die accounts of ih«e fiirfy writers^ for ii is norei^^onhy that 
various towns which they stare to hav^e been destroyed* epprar lattrr in tT>eir 
own writings, sometimes indeed very soon oftenhUids^ ^ being inhabited, and 
e> eii as affording pixjtcciion a^itisr a fresh attack. We cannot dierrfbrc mte 
** destruction *' m these accounts to mcau a comphie demolmcm, 'The concm- 
diction tn the of CoTpgric Is espccmlly remarkabk t fur tile same Ammknudi 
who declared rliat the town was destroy^ in 3Jf by the Ahmianni, gives tmder 
die fodlnwing year this very dmnomsttc description of tt| in wlikli f)c 
fays of the Ernperor Jutbn : Igimr Agrippmifft ingtwus Pfon onu motui «f £ji,ct 4 £ct 
ijtiom Fri^tmnsjrtt ngtius furore petiiTfim p^xem firmarei m puhBm 

intirim pruji/turam er ur&m mufdihnmimt. Qidiui yincmJi piimitiv 

loEttAt pfT hi£maiurai apud Sauirun ^ppuiufs^ itmc oppormiwtt 

So we liave txcua and ai die ^attbc dmet In die year after the 

" destmedon " Julhiu ccmld agsin enter the town und stay there with iits anny 
for a oonsiderab^ period* and m spite of it all Cologrie in 33^ a ^ WTtUfortilied 
town die reconqtiest of which is pimised by Ammiorms as a happy success 
of' ihe Romans. It is dear that the words dekrt and excindsT^ tn AmmianuS 
need not be taken tn the setisc of a complete razing or demolishing; and this 
gives food for ihonght in dealing w ith other simihir accounts. In this connwion 
ir may be observed ihai tinder the year 35^ Ammkimjs rdates that the Empfiror 
Julian again toot possession of se^tm Rhenish towns (metidoned by name), 
and resinred didr walli^. stipubrtng for thb purpo^fe tliat the Alcmttnfiic chkis 
ihculd bring building mawriai with tlidr own teams,* Ttierefore the rebuiklkig 
of the walb was very soon begun and the destnictlon wss made good* 

In the C3SC of Cologne in particular^ ^hobt^ hi^-c assumisl that in ifte 
early German period a pasture lay over tire sue of the mined ttiwTi- They 
adduced in support of this the name oftme of the quarters of the town, Berlidj," 
and explained die ftret syllable ais Eber (bo3r)p wIlliEdi fidd ti> mdk^le 
the rrisrenoe of a swine^paatnre. But in ibe ™r 190® a votive ^tom^ belongjtig 
to dw wcond oenmry' 4 *d,* was dug trp a^i Cologne; jt liad been iledii^Mid to 
Diana by a centurion named Tanquxtius^ who wddi Im yenai&ra liad tiUigltt 
fifty bears in one winter for the warivm of tire colony** Fr. Cmmcr opnaidcred 
dus an impoctanr argument for dcrhdng the name Berlich from Bero-lcidi ^>ear- 
pby)* zrtd from tr he concluded that there an ampbhheatre tn Cologne at 
that lime** But tf the derivadoii of Berlich fimn b^r-pasmre b untciwble, 
ihb proof of tire desmtaim of the Roman town Wh to the groundp 

If fiib naine of a quaner of the tfrwn^ handed dtrwn without intemtpriciii 
tbrough tire cenrurieSj, shows a ceroin comiiiuity of octonizaiion, a whole reric» 

* XT, jj). * xvl, ^ Jt, ^ * Cny cH^ mil'll i, j-d 

* Cl a. ** VlVsttictti VAil Killfi,'** Aie^- li| \ J, 
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of otFicr fiicls SLippom the $arrte theory. Tlic q^bcopaf cuiliedraf Ot St- PelCTt 
-vhlch TMis ibe prk!i thunJi for die prea! dhxtse of Cologne dawn to Qtrofetgmn 
times, siood in ills sama part of tlie cumt had ^iXintaWl die mosi impomnr 
bnildings in Roman tiinos, Th^ Franks even allowed die Roti™ walls to stand; 
find wi^ the Normans In the ninth cenniry attacked and ravaged Cologne, their 
I'ufiie ’ft'as realized^ for ic was considered that tiw old walb needed 01117 to be 
repaired, not to be rebuilt.* Even after the dffltjnttion of Roman power by 
the Franks s {wrt of the Romano-Christhm population rcmamcd [tving qnJctly 
fti ibfi Town." Funhetmon^ m spite of ftequfflt dem^ctions of Cob^rte by 
the Normans die rerct^plan of the Roman town by no means etisappearedf 
9nd b still rtsa^ignirahle in the present sirtseiSn Tlic direction, and to $onie 
extent thecharanemtic names of the streei* (for example, Steirm'^ = srone-isTiy), 
4rt of Eoman The priah diurches wjilttn tlie town lie on Roman rcjoski 

nor in ihe open squares biit among die tuws of hmis^ on dicse srreeis 
(St* Kolumbo, St. Laurem:, St, AiftanX* Here, icw, the coniinuity of drvdop- 
mou h dearly proved, as Jt is sbo by wlui we know' of St- Gcreon^s diurm- 
Tltis used to be dedicated " To die golden martyrs and was one of the cldist 
rfturdics fo Cologne; in Mem^ingian times It uue the Ompel Royal of die 
Frjskish king s. At the end of die sixth iMirury' Gregor)' of Tours gives a desciip 
don of the splendid mosaics, gtittenng widi go!d^ tn this liouse of God,* xnd 
it is ptobabie that they came down from the late Romati peric>d, at which drae 
that prticular fonn of art was in ft^ent use* ; it is vety unlLkdy tftar ibev 
originated during die Meroviugian Further oaces of the cormection wTth 
Ure Roman umes, ihe w-df-endowed collegiate or parish diurehes, their ptmfi 
saints, and the Rormin names by whidi the dlurdies were known amtmg the 
people, have been pobted out by K- H. Schafer*’ 

Irt the case of NensSj the great excavarions rm the site of ilie old Novxsiuin 
hm'e shown ihat consyerable pordew of tile endrdbg wall, wdudi remainect 
diroughour dte Midrlle Ages until modem dmes, date from ihc Imt periled of 
Roman rule** Tliere, ;oi>, Cdck seulcmcnts existed b pne-Roman tiflies*| 
ami dll! other hand the town rentattiod standing throughout the Meroxftigtan 
periodL**^ Dlireti has not only nunteremi Roman tetnains butako aFmnkhtb 
cemcicty^ shawing the cenrtnuity of $ettlement there.** Andiemach (Annm- 
naaim), the old Celtre sitt^ where ihere i$ evblciict of juqgalfthic g^-es 
(Sdiumacher* Sie^ngjr^. KufiurgescA^ df AAirtnZ, n. 17 ) wm newly fortified 
□t la list under Diodetbn (end of die tlilid centux)')* in the fourth century 
It p!a^ an important pm under the Emperor Jtdiiwi; ar rite beginning of 
the fifth ctaiiury dw miheary impartance of the town appears in the Notina 
Jrs conTmuanoe during the Mercri'tn^an period is prTjved not 
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only by iht debds from a found m a cower, liut by the poei Venamtita 
FoiTUiciAtiJs tn the sbth century* Tlie Merevimnas kin^ were vwv corafi^mhlc 
in the old R«min sironghoii^ ^ . 

The conneciion beiiveefi Roniiin and early Gcnnjin culture k icwby even 
more dear in dit eaw of Mainas than in that of Cologne. As ktiou’ fttm 
^ already a bishop chcre in jtii. Various lifrh-wiiuiy 
wntm besides Salvian of jVbrKill^s describe ihe iowti as ixetra and and 

other sources also speok of fts ffestmetiofu* In ispifc of ihb wc fiear a century 
Uirr from the poet VerEmrins ForTtmatus that "'old dituthcs*^ srill listed 
wliich seemed in need of repair** In Maim die continuance of settkmem^ tn 
spite of aJccsstve waves of tnigratmut is proved beyond a doubt** Excavation 
nas shown that the chtindi of St« Albany £mnous in OucIiitj^Ltini rimesj W3s cfected 
on ihc jHte of an esirl}f:r Ouisriai) sancraarj^, far a number of earjv CSiristian 
tombscones with insaripdor^ of whidh ilte oldest belotigs to dw fourth century, 
have been fatind w^led up in the foundi]di>m of Orolingtau pam of the church* 
Nceb concluded from tfas, and fixim ilte clicsse cooi^eeiion winch prevailed in 
early Christian pr actice between the cult of the dead and sacred building that 
as early as the fourth century a Cbrisu^ place of worship must have stood cm 
Sankt*Albans-Berg-^ The evidence of mimercnis Merovmgiais graves of the 
sixth Century has shown between the late Romat) building and the eighth- 
cenniry OutitiiTgian chiircb^ ihete muse have been, in tiie tbitb and srtiCoili 
centuries, a wooden chardi built on ihc same phnJ The tcraibsiomaj wladl 
were fou^ in Mainz in and i^oS^ show a line of development in a v'ery 
chaiact^istic (ashiore They belong to die Roman and eariy Chrismm period.* 
Aixording lo dieir insenpdons rhey range from tiw first century ihmugji the 
following centuries into the Prankish period of die eighth century. Ai first 
WE meet only Rom^ or Romano^Cd ric names, then Roman and Germanic names 
stmulianeously^ finally only Frankish names*** Tlie invasiem of Gmrtnii defnenis, 
and ibc substitution of a Franco^Genmn coimtiunity for the older Roman c^ne, 
becomes e^^idenL At the same rime see that tn ihe fourth and fift^ and 
indeed in ilie sbeth and seventh oennirica^ Romm speech and customs lived 
on stilt i Pruvindab and Gutmans dwdr pcacefiilly side by side, united tn 
Chrisdanity* Docuirimisry evideiKe slicrws that in the eighth centtiry Mainz 
was aurmunded by walls* Ths forrifkariom can hardly furve been cumpletely 
new' so that here again it must have auEced tn kwp die old Ranmn walls iit 
repair. Moreov^, the Roman mad|, the main irade route fmtn the h^onMv 
fortress to the Rhitis bridge (Emmeranstra^)^ lias remained* On it there ^tand 
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several old (Sl Emm^farif Rckbe Qara, and the CaimeJiijir moisisteryi 

and k is bounded by the jews' quarfcr, which tins kept tts tbmier site** 

“FTw Kfcavarions in Fraitfijn am Main are especially interesting,* iW rr 
used TO be thougiit that in Roman times the territory of ihi$ town was nnmhahired 
because the Main had flooded ir, ^nd ihendbrc FrOTkfiiTt was looked upon s$ 
a new Fnnki$b foimdahon- Biat many R oma n renmim Im'c now been fwmd 
™ the site of the town ilself. It \m been discovered ihai on the cailiedrai liilt 
there stood a farrt birih by the EmpHor Dormtian in iltc war ag^nst the Chat d 
C*J-4)> nearwliiok a camp-vilbgc streE^lied wT^twaid along the modem market¬ 
place. Here also it can be proved that the smet-plan of the old tewn of to-day, 
conver^ng low^tnls tlic ctidbedial hiJk gtses back in pxt lo die Roman mlfiiary 
roads which led from the Taiumss from Hcdderdieim (Nida), and f'rain m 
WettCTuu to dH* fort, WHm the old Weaffim railway stations were pulled diawn, a 
Merovingian oemetery was opened up; and Oit the odicf band, near the covered 
market in the eattension of it Smir^aw, early Frankfeh nr Aietnannic graves 
were found- G, Wolff righily condnded diat the Roman roads were sdJl used 
al that time aiod tlut a cootinuJiy o£ fiettlement could be assumed tn tills case also. 
The same ts mie of Worms, where parts of the old Roimn town watts are 
preserved.* The documentary evidence, fordicoming as early as the eighth 
century, presumably refers to diem.* In 409, afuer a long siege by the German 
( Vandals, Alans, Alemanni), the town was taken and, in the words of the sources, 
desrroyctL^* * Here^ rix^ however, there can be no question of a real desrmetion 
as b dearly shown by the lk:t that soon afierwwds, about 413 to 4j<5, Woms 
w^s (he capio] of tlie Burgundian kingdom- The Bui^undkns found diere 
an or^mi^ Christian ocmmuiuty** Now various remeteries liave been 
excavaind in the $outfa, wrest, and nijrth of the inwtt, wbidi belong to the 
Merovingian period and foElow^ after bee Roman cemeteries. Tliey prove ihst 
tiie Burgundians^ to whom Schumacher partly ascribes them,, setiled wiilitn the 
Roman (and modem) town-site- " In Worms,” he says, ” the German cenwtervo 
iseldnm destreyxd die Roman ones, which sire still recegnbahk; they simply 
continued tiiem.” The fiicr (hat the Ftankiah cemetery In the north of tlte town 
was moat used fe evidence that the old town site wii& also retamed in German 
times. Tills ihtwy is ccmdimcd by a comparison between tlie medieval and 
tlie Roman street-plans. Two Roman main streets, which crossed the town 
from nortli 10 south, Itave been retained until tn-di^', with several cross-streecs 
as the most iimx)rtiait thotou|^iiares^ ‘rhese are the Kinimerei^tni^ (or Speyrer- 
siTa$3e), the Zwergsmsse, and die Rbinerstrassep Furffuir, it is signiflcaiir tliat 
these srreei:s contain die oldest churdies * Ehe cathedral, and the Magnusldrehe, 
AndTe33klrcheT and Mardnskirche are in the Kammereistiasse, ihe Pauhisklrdie 
and Angnsrinerkirdie in the Romererstnisse* Moreover, adjoining all these, ju3t 
b^ind the Maini Gaic, lies die old Jewialj quatier* At the highest point of die 
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Klim, ruimeW the catlicdrj] fiagnwnts of tiiiildingi bave been occavaird, 

whidi may be Merovinisian.* They may have belonged to the Sssillc^i of St, Peter 
wiiidi vr^ patnmiied by King Dagobert. There Is n ideocc that ibcre was 
a bishop in Vt Qtms in 614; and Kmnljng (0 lt)cal inditioR tio: btshop's plpn- 
(Soal) stood opposite the cathedral sqtiare. In Camlingun times titerc was a 
royal paUee in Worms in whid) Pippin and Chitdes the Great nfien siavttl; 
tile Uitei oekbrnted his maiiiage with Fostrada there. It piobably 8ttx»d in (fee 
tiortb-eastetn jiatt of ibe city near the Romersiiasse.* 

Tlie work of destruction is depicted as having been mud) more terrible 
Itt Trier than in Cologne, Nfoinz, and Worms. Satvianus of MarsejJies describes 
litis irrit Cal/ofum as beb^ completely ttt niins in ^ fifth ceontry. 

ExfiJiiuft ttviattitj nnm ruota / ■ He artially speaks of the burning and 
downfall of tbs town and of the massatK and caprivity of its inhabitants, among 
whom only lamentaiion and misery could be found.' But about the some time, 
the middle of the fifth oentury, Btslmp Appollinaris Sidontioi, tlie wdhknown 
proi-indal poet, writes to the Frankal) ooutu Arbogast, who was niltng then^ 
in the most fiaiieiiiig terms, saying that be can wield the pen as well as the sword. 
This pmise may be exiiggtmited »id may have been largely due 10 the foci that 
Arbcgasl htmseif Itad become a Qirisdan; but if we look Into tlie nmner more 
closely, VX see that upicssiDns are used id whicb a deeper meaiiing must lurdy 
be given. He is praised because widi liim the old Romaii speedi, lost ti> die Rliine 
bods, had yet found a home, although the Imina itira had b p^ diere, and 
htpiuse in him at least traces of the now dedining intellectual aspirations were 
^11 to be fcnnii* To this we musr also add the letter of Bishop Auspiduj of 
roul, who praises the same Fiankislt counr just as fervently, and attflrevy w ; 
as^ The foot that heie^ too, a comparbon is ma^e with Itoman con¬ 

ditions and that his mie erver (he town is actually conskfered to equal them,* sIidwb 
what a dure mnuecdon must still have cctsted, and nnist indeed have been aiitied 
at, by the l-ranks. Tlte letter ends with a greeting to the Bishop {papa) 
lamblycbuf of Trier, h is dear that here, too, an old Orristtan communitv 
persistel into tfe Fnmki^ period, and that « the nroson why tire Clirisrian 
Arbo^i was so highly pmfoed in there letrers, and his merits in this respeer 
eaiolled above hb other deeds. Excaivations in the Roman amphitheatre of 
rite town since 190^ have brought to ligjii odJar-foundations witli pvemenis 
w-hidi prove dial they were used ^ain afwi Roman dtnes. Moist probably 
these «J 1 «? nrere used for Oiristiaii religious purpotes. Of three ivory pyxides 
fi^id here, two have old pafptn omaraentation; the third is Chmtfon, and 
allows Syrian work of the fourth centun'. Further evidenee of the religious 
use of irellara a given by a Qiristitn insor^tion on anoihcr find made of leSwr, 
belonging to the Caiolingian period.* 

Tile* views are supported by die similarity between these oelLus anti ibore 
found in Meet. Hie «pilnl of Lonuine was also at first diought u> bas’e been 
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mcd DO dw ground aiw! ro have pcdshol durijig dte tnigrodons. Tlik ophuou 

babscd ofi the dccouni of Gr^oiy that in 45:1 

Aitik burnt the U 7 wn and ma^cred ihc people^ so ihar txcepr for di* Orarariiim 
of St, Srephen noditng rsmamed.* C* Wolfram has poinied otit that 

this aeewnt can hanily be taJisn liimlly,® The fact ihac King Tbeododc, CWk" 
eldest stm, chose Mcti as his rtjyaJ rradence^ shows that there must ha?e b«fi 
sctilements there* Sbti^' yors brer V^^amms Fonniimus dscribed ;^ietz as 
ft ftourkliing foii^p snd be hmiself saw iis walls,^ wliidt ate meindotud ako in 
eighih’^amry records*^ 

Hic rcgubntj' of the streets oTMetz points dteindiieriee of the old Rofman 
rcods^* and impotiani results I'sivt ftko been ftnwed ns by tneans of liiecKciv^ttons 
of md on the site of dte former fthhey-chutch of Sl Peter in dte dtadeL* 

TJte tiles found here were snnnped in the foustii oenusry (tiles of ihe so-caJkd 
Adiiitcx)/ uml appear from early Quisiian wnes side by side with MePOvingian 
carvings,* The e^vationft in the great Eormn ampludieaire have added 
surprisingly lo this evidence. It appem dm here* as eisrobere, the njtns of 
the Romm amphitheatre were used by die eatUesL ChtistiiMi cominuiiitics- Here 
also were die ptacK of QuiEtian miirtyrdioni. A rectajigiklar pillared builtlmgi 
rather Ukc a cellar, was found under the arena^ ihe material for which had bsm 
taken from the amphidseatrev and wliich was probably an old Qiristtan omiory 
(glass mosaic)-* Ic seems possible to connect thb with Ginsnan tradtdons 
concerning die orstorium of Si* Clement^ who in cav^mis ampAUA^aifi kupkii^na^ 
Aaiuh^ a legend which siiready firmly established in the eighth ceniury and 
is fmmd In P^tu^ DbconuSi^^ Onistnin inscriptions found on tombs 

in dw Emildmg,*^ Thb first Cbiiamn church in *MeEz droes not, as the legend 
would liave it, bdong to the apo^rplic dmrs of St* Peter himsdfi but it dates 
at any rjic ffma the fourth oentuiy'* the time of the Empemr Constantirie. Near 
ihH fttideni building, perltftpft w^ithb ihe dreukr waDs of the iljesitre,^ tite bter 
church ofSf* Peter was built; Uft name m the oldest reqonls, m or adtirtfmSf 

pointt to a close cennecdon wiih the amphitbsure^ without m necessarily having 
stood on ilift same ftiiCt hhe the old oratory of St. Cletneni**^ Fmally, mitiicTOus 
Romm graves have been found under the floor of hfci3i Citbedral*** ITius 
there is more than one proof of a ccintimut>' of dev'chipmati m tltk dty. 

On tile Upper Rliinc* Sirasburg (Aigctuoramin)^ the fortress on die Eh 
wm of great importance in Roman tirne?- fn ihe highest part of die lown^ 
near the cathedrof^ ^cood the CBjreer ; out of diem and dqiendent ^anaks^ die later 
town was developed* Even as early as the eighteenth cenimy excavations 
revealed fragments bdonging to the Roman period. Moreover, those excav'^tions 
which were carried out on MichaelsblOil oucskti! tb^ town ipvere of primary 
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ttDpomn^ be^- 4 ^ heskki imdcmbredly Ecrnmn Tils vi^uz also ibnnd 

with lofiofiptioo ^r^Actmi NotcmJy does this besir wlijira 

ta lJic Fmnki?Ji Bhbop Arbp^t, w)h> Ih'ed rcmiirds the end pf the sixrit century, 
hut U sitom at ilie same tioie the naruw of the tnnidtknt fimn the Unman m 
early Chrbtiim-Gcrmaii limm. In the forriter pettod the military autfaedties 
provided tise building ma^rid and put the ^tamp of die legbn rm Av riUs} 
in ihc latter the Oiurdi took thdr place.* Here as dsei^ bere tiie btd>Dpric 
fottcHsd the conneoiem betwttun tfac ancient world and die cirJy ^{}ddle .\gs. 
Later fintk, in the old part nf die tem^n,’ beJongir^ ti> the migratory and 
eariy Chnstumj es wdU as to Mietovingian ami CaroHngtan tinies^ havir shoi^^ 
that die ncu' post^Hfiman odtute is niDSf i^ily recogoissible in the eld ftoman 
fortress widi its ramparts and dkAes,* Tlie earlicsn Aknuutme setilen^i did 
nor lie outside die gates of die Roman terwn^ as used to be dioiigliE, but dev-eloped 
on the site which iiad been built upon tn Roman ilme^ Lc. close to the odiedral 
on ita north and south ^idS| and dlreedy above the camp of the Roman Ic^on 
an t^ caihedmi fulj whkH is the oldst part of the townu* It appears that in 
the fourth and fifth cetimriH Romans and AJemamn lived side by side in the 
town and settled outside its walls. Some early Chriatisn finds of die fifdi cmimy ■ 
ate important, aa they illusrmte the uansltton to the Frunklsh period and tn 
particular show that the destruction " of Strasburg by the ^^dals in 406 
ooiild not have bean a oampUte dcmolidon, and that here also a Chn^don com¬ 
munity cQfidnued to exist thtoughouc the siomis of tlie migradoos "J Tlie 
lawn comes to die fore e^pedolly under the Merovingians ^; ^Jdeberr 
there several rimes *; Egidimi of Rhdnis w-as bmished d™ and a eex^ 
Bishop Afuoald of Simsburg was at die Synod of Paris m 614-!® 

The ixrwn of Ebsel also illii 5 tnite» in a ehamcieristic Eisiilon the natuie of 
the transition from antkpuiy to the Middk Ages^^^ and the htsliopric of Chur, 
too* h of Rcrman origin. It is first mentioned in 4^0^ ™d » bishop is spoken 
of thee in an inscripritm of ^ 4 ^* The Ikt that a bishop of ^ur took pan 
m the Paife S^mml of ^14 shows continuity with the Frankish pcriocL^^ 
Tliis conmiuity may also be assumed for the town of Coassmee^ tm Lake 
Constancsk It b by no means a foitndaiTOn, of late Komin umes^ as its name 
formerly led p^ple to heUeve^ Recent cKcavations liave brought to light pot-^ 
sher^ and coins befnnging to an earlier pmod, about tli* end of tlie nrsi or 
beginning of the second centuryp^ They run from riiat period down 10 the end 
of Hom^ rule and ore fuurid in tltf cathedrEl stpian^ iudJoting tiierefbtti 
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that here, lOo, Christian drvdoptnfsit took place oti the indent Rontan site. 
It is [larticiilarly rigtuiicaitit Roman coins of the aecond half of the ihini 
snniiy havi: b«n osavaiied,^ a piece of evidence which refutes the bypothasds, 
cm the sippoMti lack of sudi lemuoSi llun tlieie was an ioietruplion of 
Roman cultute at that time." The lact that about the middli; of the sixA cetmify 
the bUhopric, which hiiherto was in the Roman Windisch (Vijidoiiissa), was 
tmnsfemd to Cfrfistaooc,* b an indication of the impoitanee of the town, which 
tlietefoie onnot meanwhile have been wiped out or desfitjyed by the Gennana. 
Moicover, it b describ^ as a ayms in the seventh oentiny, in the Cosmography 
irf the anonymous geographer of Rai'enDa." 

Kcruptcfip the Komiii Oinipoduiitifnp niu^t bc bincSy iTtcriti:0‘ri&i here^ 
the mewl cticcDt excavadons have prtrviesl ih^t ibe earlkst medieval 
Kemptra developed on tlit fortrcss^hUl sice, and on ihe modem left (west) bank 
of the III the remams of the later Ronsan Campodunnm liave ome ro Itgb^* 

Ampbutg was widely in Homan times as a oenne of Rha&iia Smmdaj 

and aliiG as a trying place widi the neighbourir^ Germiin$j esp&ially the Kertmm- 
dun la the noith.^ Niuneftms excavarions and finds of coins diow dearly that 
Roman Jtfe continued here to dw end of die fciwih oaitury.^ Indeed, the ooitss 
Tim through die w^bole of die third and founli cen turies and into the fifths® It 
is extrcnielv imprchahle, for more than one teasotij tltiit the Krait was ilieD 
completely destroyed by the AlemmnL Angshtirg is mcadoiwl tn die Taiuh 
Pniibi^eriana and b dbtmgiiislied by tWJ towers.* It is probable that the 
Alemaimi setded here peacefully and did not drive out tbe povincials, whr> 
remained in their homeSi as s also proved by the records of ■nie<xloric*e tiaie+ 
He otganized Hbetia as an important bulwark for ihc protection of Italy and 
settled Alemaiini diercv who flisd before dw Franks after the battle of 496. He 
gave dhccdons to hb represenEadves in Rh^na diat the gattbons there i-h™£ 
cum iun civitL^^ A. Hauck has fiiftiwr shown that die Christian 

community in Augsburg goes back to the time before ConsrantinE, and tliat 
it oudasied dte Roman rule and the Alemsnaic compiesti and " gradually dmnged 
from Roman to CErman Even if we were indmed to assume that there 
wus ati Insftuptton of thf bishoptic there in the filxtli oniturjv the continuance 
of the Chiifiiim community^ itself^ *he worship of the hlessed Afra, seema 

to be prov-ed for the second lidf of tbe sbtih oennuy by Vcmmilus FortonMus- 
In the scvcmth century the anonyaious geographer of Ravenna calk Angsbuig 
a cfyitej,** and this is confirmed by eigiittMcntafy 
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provide mwfi, luthenD bckin^ for a pmoA in which 
no other soutok are avmUhk- For mmipkt the loc^ rauTKl in vartcms 

pbccs in die neighbcurlYisod sjf Augdburg ihow that the Alenxiinnlc immiggQntA 
Tfc'ere wh(» obviously settled on the itnik Ictcss sniL* t)/> the 

other handp Mjairviogian findi were m;ide on rite nte of the Knman town» a 
^dgn thar it was ar thjii time roniimioiisJy settled-* Tlte opinion has Eccenrly 

advanced that: the i^amoiis old bronxe door of ihc Atigshutg cathedral vas 
a product of liWertoa art, dosdy collected widi late Roman art and belonging 
to the rime of Theodoric the Cmt, who may perhaps luni-c cuimiiissioried di 
woft.» TTib would of eotuse he a very impottani coacliision; bat tn view 
of the dates given w &r, it seems wiser not to express dn opnion until the &cta 
arr dcirer. At any rate it h notewnnhy ilisr «i Hpfkh (Abudkoitn)} which 
lies south of Augsbutgy on the Roman ticKEi, early Christian remaii^ of ilit 
Rfdi oentury have been found airipng the excavations.^ 

On tlte Danube* flegctn^Hirg maintained its portion »i town from Roman 
times cmward.* Among the nuincrous eccav^rioos imdermkcn thete for many 
yems pa»^tj the great ccEnetcry to the vfe^t of the town on the road to Augsburg 
chtms our opeoal iotErest. A ciatdolotogiml study of Ik akdetiotiSt wdiids date 
firom the second to the fourth eenmrks^ clearly shown 3 nmeiure ofdohdio^ 
cephalic Germans with br^chycephaiLc Roiminn-RKa^tian^* of fiudk a kind that 
a cenrinuou^ increase of Germans is obvious^ It lias already been presumed 
that after die mvasion pf die Xirjw (at the beguining of the thitit centiuy) a targe 
peaceful Gemum setdeinent of the upper plains of the Danube took place, and 
the towns wceic Germofiized also by reinforcemenrs from die rountry.* This 
view is supported by die hict that amorig the [lumerum pottcfy-marks found 
in old Ronutn sites tn Bavaria, a large percentage of German names appears side 
by side with Rpmano-Rhaedan on&* Early Christian ptomiraents have been 
rpund on the vety site of ihe Roman castrum, for example tiie diurdt of 
St. Gieoige, with Its es^vzuow on the site of rite ^utheni nanseptt and those 
near die andent paridi dtiiridi of St, Cassian.* There is an old le^nd that 
a temple of Jtmn stood on the dte of the chapel m Ronmn times.*^ Begenxburg 
w» probabiy never destroyed- Even in the c^htli century Arlho of Frdring 
doenbe^ die town ^ an imptegtubk foripj^ built of hewn sroni! and guarded 
by towers Hrahanus mentions it in Im poem to Bidiop Baturic^ Ud^m 
Rtgmtem mtMnm King Lewis tile German caused tliese walls 
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to bt partly down, «iit> t4se ific stofws fof ilic MarietiirLtTcheJ Aocojd- 

mg to the ninth ccfioiry accmnr of the Monk of St, Gall. Iw dttg up old graved 
oontitintng ridt treaiu« of gold, which by \uat inside die Eomaa W4II 

wuth of ihfi St. S(c&mkirchc (ilie ” old cadiklral^ wbkh am possibly d^c 
of tl3c Bav^fian Agjlolfiitg duk«L* The oMcsc diurdi m Iionour of 
Si. EmmetaOp which was b^i by the ^iMiOi^blshnp Gauhjld (759-7^1) and 
(inblk^ by hh successor Sindb^ (d* 791)^ (blluwa ihc early Cltristiiiil basilica 
in pbn ^nd archlteciiirr and was built after Italian modeb,'* 

Ai PassaUf ^\so^ ^ Eoniam buiit a fort pn ibc fongue of bnd hEtwwn 
tbc Danube and dn? Inn* Tlie otdesr part of the W 3 k the liighi^ point 

of this proniotiCDryi and there die cathedral stands toniiy^ Use Fita S^icrini 
rektes tltat the towri was destroyed and plundered by the TTmringians afeer 
the departure of die Rom^tns ( 4 ^}; yet brer researdi ^Tee$ in die view that 
there can Iiavc been no cornpfeie devasEadem there. The Kotnan wall survived 
into and bey ond the Middle Ages* and some of ihc provindal poptiladon wett^ 
left-^ It should be obsetred dint hene the Fisa Seyctim fiotiu^icts tfself. It 
describes bow the inhnhimii^ of Boiotnuni die ettca-mutai sertlemenr on the site 
of the TitCMJem Innstadi, h;d rcqiiested S^erimis to obtain foe thetn &oi£i tin* 
Rugian king Ft:ba permHskm to carry on trade.* Tlitts eonmieictal inteiootme 
becwioen the Romans and Germans li^ by no rneaus oeMcd." 

Snbburg, the annent Juvavum, deserves a special and thocougfi examinatiqn;. 
because it is the witn^ for the c town of the older destruction theory'. In 
this case tliere are definite and apparently unamh^Eious acc^iimts of Jurw the old 
Roman town was destroyed and its ruins 1^* completely desolate and overgrown 
with grass atid briars at ilic end of die eighth cemury* Tho tsidence of these 
sources seiemed 10 have ^ genetut applkatton^ and k lias been used over and over 
ajpin by early and rccetif scliobts in supporr of the vii^w tint die old Ronum 
tpwns on tire Danube were complewly bid w^te and ruined. It was assumed 
that there was no essential con trust licie with conditions in die Rhenish towns of the 
Wet, and that bere ai least cDndnitlty of dcvelopmenc couid be niosr srrenunusly 
denied.' 

WJiat then is the basis of diis fer^reaching assenitju f In order to nvoUl em:T 
it mti$E fttsT be reaiixed that the accounts of dye Ftta Si^'vriniy ui which die fleruli 
are said to have attacked end devastated the town of Jmn^tcum and fed its pf^pub- 
efon away captive,* prove nnthing about Salzburg, sis Jovtacuin can in all 
probabiJjty be tdenttfi^ wnth Sdllogot** Sui it tonsk^^ dedsh^ th^ rau 
iinrmpeachablc Salzburg sources cf tile eighdi ccntujy speak of tite complete 
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ckstnicunrt cd wn, tile &4m HraStfti^ ii bkh wene asoibed to the time of the 

Sakburg Rt&hop Virgil (il and ihe Btfv^ which were iiippcstisd 

m belcmg to ihe same period tlv /jn^iEcieAu t«- about 79a The agree- 

meni of iliesc indepenfknt rtcoixL. seemed to ctmiimi the fiuimf b^'ond a doubt. 

Mom recent roeaixh lasL, hoipevcr^ made bigidy sigiuficant dwmges in the 
tnterpreiation even of these documenti, and lias amvod 3 t results witjosc Junda'* 
men^I importance could only become obviuus when atcendon was for the fiist 
time conmnrated on die p^nkubr problems meniitmeri abovtw It Itas been ^h^^wfl 
dut the pasistgn in quesDCm m tlie Br€Vi^ N^^mise an? derived from the C^ira 
l/r^dh^i * j. they diesefbte loaic didr value as mdcpoident rceonis and are useless 
as evidenae in the problem that is before MoreoYCT*, the Gtsia ///tiJBvrri itself 
lias alw lost much of its furmer prestige. Not only H of 2 later date than 
thought originaltj%* belonging to ninth century^ but good &tth is not above 
suspidon^ and there is reason to believe that its composition wnis infliumced by 
oeriaki aims of dte ardihi^hopde of Sabhoig.* Thw can be no doubt that si 
very dear aim was pursued in iis lopo^phy. According 10 the GcJta, Rupert 
makc^ a journey to LaitriarCVUTL and its province, in order to bidude it tn his own 
sphere of acdviiy and id supporc tin? intentions of the ajchbbhops of Salzburg 
in ihai region-^ IJirt ihe falsifier had abo another objeci in view. We possess a 
genuine record of Eiiptrt’'3 doings^ tlie si>ca]led JruSiuht Armnii of 790. 
liere we find nothing al^f tik journey to Linjiiaaiin. Even if tHs did.nm prove 
A sTumbItng-block, theeonitast berween the two accounts of Rupert's iinderrakings 
is teniat'kahl& Aceonling to the Gtsia^ directiy Rtipen l>ad received his ainhoitty 
from Ehtke TlieodO;^ lie begins his activity in the province by jotarncring 10 
LaiiHamM- From then; he go^ to the Wallersce and while lie is at work here, he 
hear? for the first time that in die ndglibtuirhisod there is a place called Juvuvum^ 
wliere hcaudfui Uotises had been built m Roman times^ but wtud^ Ls now 
in ruins and hidden by forests. This infonnatiori causes Rupert ed visit the place 
pcfsouajly; end be asks the Duke to give him autliority rxrrV^oiT^ er 
furifit^fnja loc^ cd €CcUtmstiaim ^rout d lUkum jhr££^ onimati^ qjfdsiw- 

The story itms quite differently in dreiftdTaJttf Arnonh. The list of tributes 
paid to the bishopric of Sc* Perce within the tota'U of Salzburg (injra oppiJum 
SaJ^tiireA) begins by stating thai Duke TTieodti lad first (priinfim) handed over to 
Rupert widi all its beEongingsprrj£rru/7i Qppid^m dmidquf cr fcftmm 
Thus the ^ulcmcnf cannot have perished completelyJ The story of ilie older 
and reliable record is the more credible, espedally as the Cesca Uier cantmdict 
titcir omk account as given abov^e; for Aey uiemion In a $ubseqpeni po^oge the 
caitrum jup^iiix where Rupert is said EO have founded the ntmtiety later on.‘ 
Are we tn as^tunc that tt was first built by liin:i ? Hie G€tiix lAl us nothing of ihaii, 
but allow it ID appear thai the mumery was already in czigrenjcc* 

TIic fakiJkation is srill more plain if we add die story' i?f the later 
Notinae^ wbkh obviously made use of the Gerre. Dvey retaie that Duke Theodo 
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gave Riipcfi auctiaricy (c> (Ttivd thrrjug}iL>ut ihe rcgi^r in to 

plj€C tor the bisliop^s see i and that after \iwting taany places Ime ittav-vd 
first of all aE ihe Wallftraee and Tpumled a eiiurth then;- bowever, he rraliaed 
that ii wa^ lu^i a mimtU far a bUhpp^s $ee an^l thcreibce a better onr. 

With the coTiBcnr of the Duke he then vrent lo jtnitviimi and foimd there many 
amnent buildings in ruins^ Aficf deartfig up t^ place^ he ibunded ^ dtitrch aa 
erecting buildings cDnespanding to the digni ty of a bkhop^s see*^ In a 
turcT diopter (PiT) the iViatfVw tell Jtow Rupert, by tlic advioc and desim of 

the Duke} built a ettuxdi and tlw minnery ot fujtr» 

Die tvholc simodon is made dear., I think, by die juxtaposidoo of the^ 
three sources. An t^ppiJum rod 3 i:armi#i rt.y?^rijKj urcre alnady in existence when 
Rupert came Do Salzburg. Dio$e poofe of osnnmiicy, whidi ba%T been shown 
to be correct in the of Passau^ also apply to the lawn on ihe Salzadi/ Here^ 
toOt 'ft'c have a site whicti from its very nature im^ities settferDent. Anyone who 
has lfK>ked down ftom the Motichiiherg on to die Saloch} wiucii, gnjarded by the 
mcjuntain tieights near by, here flows Out into tile widening plain, will understand 
diat diis place of primitive prehistoric settlemeni can hardly have been completely 
deserted Of abamloned at any rim^ Even If the old Roman rown really decayed 
and was ctepn-puiaTed} the conqttenng German would scarcely have renounced 
wirhoui reason the great ad^imtages of this siiuatiorL Nor at hand are the salt'^ 
deposits of Rekhenlmlh in much demand from the earliest dmeS} where cominulty 
of settlement has already been proved,* Round die town Rotrum place-n3niesi liave 
survived in Uige numbers up to modem Hmes^* The ^me eady fECtitd of the 
end of the eighth century, the InsScuhs Ammu^ which tdl$ of the Exisrence of an 
dppiJum and a mstrum mperi^f meniioiis many niih tributary 

which were transfrood to the bbhopric. In irn* opinkm tbere is no doubt that 
m the site of Juvavum abo diere was coiiibiuity of settleiuetir^ In that case It is 
cutnpreltensibk that it should be chosen as the buliop's see ; ft nut aistomary 
to found sees in deserted mins^ 

Dtc accounts of ihc Gi^ia when compared with diose of die earlier 

/ftJktJuJ are obviously It is, Iiow^ver, surprising tkut this short 

recoztl, so seamy in iL>i contents, and able ui tell so liftic about Rupert, should lay 
such emphasis on die fact tliat tlie beautiful buildings of Roman times had all 
(pfrmia} fallen into decay. The say nothing of a dcsirucdon of Lqrcli^ 
whereas J uvavum, mudi farther to the W«t and therefore fcsi ifstposed to inv anions 
from the Essr* is to have been coropletely desttnyed. Indeed iauriacunt is 
aciunlSy ciUed a dv/Var, not an oppidm (as it is desiibed In gemunc documents of 
the period)^ because Its cbmacfei' as an episcopal town had apparently to be 
emphasized; and therein tbe second main purpose of the falsifief stands out 
dearly, St* Rupart was s^d la has'c begun his work from the e^M^pal town of 
Lotch, and noi from Salzburg, so that be might appear to bea red diocesan bLvhop 
(wio lie perliaps in realJty not one ?)* and so that the cblmi of Loreh to me 
Bs^^arian provmre might be utged from Sdzburg. If, how'ever, it had to be proved 
that titese claims were based on juicieni H^its and were mt merely a now claim 
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by die dktsnt SciJ£bur|r bi^apne^ ar !in uitjustiiriiiile episcopal policy ol eaa^waid 
eeponsion^ thcfi sudi elTons codd be futtJterod by £inptiittt:dn(^ die complci^ 
de&micdofi before Rupert^a oppsiraiix of all seiilejnenr, i^pcoaUy rhar of Rornan 
runes, tn dia connecdou die perttarkahk amcuoi of ardwEOloifical infornudon 
aonteted amOftg the scanty tommts erf she Cjfjm » no (ortg^ harmless, bui 
becomes an expedient dclibcfately mtroduced to sttpp>rf m all too obYicnd 
[end^doiB falsiAcadon of a bter period (i.e. nmih ceniiLry). The arebaking 
purpose of the Bmes N&iiiioi appeara dl the mrire dearly becumie in germiofi 
conEcmponuy dExumenfia (for example llie ImS^Iui j^manhi and the dwter of 
Charles the Great of 7 ^ MG. D. Kafp* t 63) the name is nut used it 

and the laiter speaks of the Pctmotrii eee/trjibi f»e ntme app^^mr 

With the documents now ai trox disposal wt imve at theCEries prtrisdy the 
opposue of those which tised to be Hdd. In Sdrhin^ at die end of the dgltd) 
cenntry^ ihert wm noi uniy a hiU-fort {msmim itipariui'i with an urban seitlemEni 
below tt, but even ia liuf runiii century ihere-wHe oitviousty numerous 
and esicoih e tematns of Roman titnes^ The suggestion that St* Rupert had first 
to cut down overgrown bnars and ilien dean up these phaes in order to found 
hkeedesiastka! UdMuigs is a duntsy invention of die later falsifier, who worked 
up ” an atHiospliere of mouldering rtrin, wliiEdi was popularly accepted even in ln$ 
diypi Tire genuine In4&cu!its Ammu^ on the comraiy;^ speaking of the epUc&pamr 
St* Ptirij definitely stnea qtioct ctmstmenim est infra oppiduxD Sdzburdi 
MuieovcTj Salzburg did not ariseor ciutside the old Romaei uitvn of Juvavum, 
but inside It; and excairadom and die fiumerous rcmauia dkeovered durre prove 
dlls too. Its " oentre is to be sought where the oldest seneets xre lo-diiy, fcom ilie 
MoocaitplatZf the R^idenxplars, and ibe Knpiidpbtz to ihe KajeranerpbTz-'* ^ 
These conclitslons also sweep away one of the main supports of iIk theory 
of de^umcnon and devasiatioo in the oilier towns of Noricum b the of iIk 
TT ugmiioEts. Tq the east, Lronacom is the first in the series* Most sdjolini used 
£0 induie to the theory ihat a sefrlem^i remamed tn this old Roman fort tip to the 
mner of Charies the Grcat,^ and that the ecdefiSasdenl OTgmmtion ourl^Ked the 
Germanic invasion- Recently the opposite view has been pur forw-ord, based 
chiefly on die eoatroversy about the date of die ndt of Sr. FlnrLm in the tieighboiir- 
hood* It was thought earlier that die PttJm S* F&^rijxni provided veiy^ andeiu 
evidence for ihe intfodnetion trf Ctuiadaniry and the contiriiJianoc of Reiman 
cjvillmion in this territory; but when ii was proved that it a iklrifkailoti and 
that both versions belong to a mudi brer date (iht ei^ih or ninth cetittiry), 
sdiobfs began to deny any contiiiujty of development from ibe Roman peris>d 
onward. The SmrvUf^ the Ftm $. pjnmmnii and the foimdadou 

charters of Krems cathedral were laken as pogjuve evidenize of the deaokdDti 
which took pbee^* 

The (endendousand dnary pessimism with which the Fita Stv^rlni describes 
dies* condtrioas has already been pointed out** The Fim 5- EnwKra/m b even 
less condusive, for it contaim only the ^tatexnents ahooc total devaisratmct which 
are typical of such relig^om sources, and recur cunBtHttdy in them* Butthe emphasis 
on ^-astaiion has m thb particular mstanot a deeper and very pracricai cause; 

' See Geimn edft^ {*1 tv 411- 
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ii ms used tn evo^e the fkrion of tfie irenatf rven wlien no et&tita (sdftEi!, for 
upon thai fiction Ttony ecdesustical ctairai were futuuled. Ii nwt be ranembeied 
ftv»> the tremur constituted » imporlani and cnfofoiablc clajfii, which could be 
suxessfiiUy urgod wltett ccfbasiisfical tight* of property wnete dnUengetl by private 
mdtviduiik,’ Rnnlly, the tJtJnciuaoets svhidt iui-e b«n laased on die foundatiQn 
durtets of Kmns athedta] go njudi too far-* Because li » stated (hat Dutt 
Tassilo brou^t forty Guniliei from atiothct disiria fw agitcultiirai purposes, this 
district iB said to have bocn depopul^ ! By toediods such as tluB it could be 
proved that tti 98$ ills whole of Amtra was depopulated and a desert.* 

No one who goes into this questiim quietly and carefolly can afiord to over¬ 
look die solid of the earlier theory. Hie Setferim itsdr tdb us ihor the 
of Pa&sau endeavoured to open trading oriadons with rhe RugU,* and w 
Jeani from a capinilary of Cliarks the Great in %a\ that Lauriacum ms then stilt 
standing,and ms the residenoe of the marcher count who watched over trade with 
tite eastern neighbours of the Franks.* This irade, ».«. the intercourse behrcoi 
Rnman provincials and Getraana, certainly suifered no bstii^ intenupdon- 0/ 
are we to assume that Lturriacum, after being, as it is stated, already destroyed arid 
abandoned at the end of the fifth century, was that buiit up and iohi^ti^ again 
in the ^ib or seventh f Tlie modest i|uesdon ilien ocenn^ wlin oni^ out li^ 
noonstruciioTi^ Was it perlmps the Avars or the Cerman “barbarians ? 
Charles the Great in hb campai^ against the former in Tpi,* found a base for lib 
military undenalungs near Lauiiarom, on iheEnns itself. Pass^es from Procopius 
and P^us Diaconus prove shat in tin? sbth century Norimm was by no means 
depopulated or devastated.’ At the b^^iuiing of tliat cenniry it wm occupied hy 
tlic Baiuvuri, and indeed, a number of recetii scbnlius assume that first of ail they 
took possession of the Ufentoticuni, the good giranary," and thtioce spread up 
ibt Danube and on to tlie h^;ber plains, aiid not over the Bohmermid and the 
Upper Palatinate.* An attempt has, moreovtt, been made to show that Noricum 
was occupied after 4 |U by the Bavarian Snavi witinmt entirely destroying Roman 
organizations Moteov’cr, misaionajies from the West ate kncjivn to have been 
aitfiidy successfully at worh in these regicHis at the bej^mimg of die seventh 
century, for example Abbot Eustasius oflamtuil (d. 619 ),** It his been proved that 
iheie was a dturdi ofSuI-aurenoein Lauriacum nc the end of the ninth aaittny,** 
and a diutch of St- Michael in Salzbui^ ar the end of the righ dt **; taken in con¬ 
nection with alt our otlier observations this is not wilhmit iignificancs.** FiniiUy, 
the gradual riiange of the name from Ljiurtaciim through Laonahha to LArahlui 
and Loroh has likewise been used as a proof of continuity of selilemcnt.^* 

' CC my fUntri^ttaitwidHaiiff «r i, zi| md cdiT., I, il? t ^ 
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If, m tlic of ill tlKsc aigumwis^ ! icx> cbclm mjTelf in fovottr of 
conrinuhy, my of^nlon h b%»ed not only on a cniical inv^tigatimi of Mnmes in 
il]$ pardciitor of Loixii, btir on lHe grtai iivccta^ in our aidm-olugicii 
kncTO'ledge in grami which Im otei plitec leowirly, cspeciaHy on the Dan\i& in 
the Soiiih-£ 45 L LonJi csmnoi be jutted from ihe mhst lowm; and \mi 413 
the of hive$dgadpu$ in ^^burg and Vienna used to be regifded as 

auiboritaiivc in dedduig ilie protilcrn of Lotirdi, so fhey Jtill are, thoi^b now in the 
opposite sense* For afdueologkat research has, in reecnt times^ made very 
tmpornmt disoDverks in Vienna whkb demand mote caimoiis rtaffimatJotc The 
eariier vie*' iliat in the ?ixi!i and seventh centuries Vienna was In nuns^ iTVe all the 
Rom^m ibr^ fmm Batava cashra to Sirmiutn, an hardly be htW now in face of 
established hets- Tfie three oldest diutdies of Vienna, Si* Rupceeht, Sl Peter, and 
Sanaa Maria am Gestade^ were founded on the sices of old Roman places of 
worahip; not only Roman masonry^ but cemaitis of mosaic floors havebm found 
thcTE- The surprisingly ^-oEniric position of these dmrdie^ whidi stood not 
Inside but outside the Roman camp* b etplained by the facr that they am eiaaly 
in front of due old Rorran camp-gatss* It is obvious from the Epitome of Hermo- 
genismzs that gates were ennsadered holy places by die Romans; and this c^plaim 
wliy places of worship were cn?aed ihere, in order to gain the pratecrion of the 
gods for like garrison whkh entered or mardied out through them 10 baitte^ 
Here, too, tiie old IioLihen places of worship were turned by the Christians into 
chiirdies, and h b ptohable that at the end of the eighth eentury Ai^hhidiop Amo 
continued to make use of die older Christian churches^ wlien he was reurganktng 
the Bavaiian dturch.^ 

Tlte churches (if St* Rimrecht and St. Peter, which am not only ci-centric but 
sicuaicd at opposite ends of the Roman camp, 3tigge$r further coftduaom. It b 
dear that Guistian places of worship W'ere fiist founded 10 rnan 3 spedd 
need. Therti were apparently within tltC camp two scidfmeiiK in the same place , 
the larger of the twoi being on the nortlicm side above the batik of die Danube, 
was culled into being by the river trade; the smulkr, farther to ibc souths was 
occupied with agriculnual purstut^. v. Kfinner expressed the convicticpn that 
Vienna cannot have been compleiely destroyed by the Avars, for its walls 
w'cre ^ strong thai during the diirteoith century extension of the dty diey could 
be demolished only with the greatest difficulty. '* It h therefore unlikely that 
in the time of the Avws there v^as an interruptioa tn seEdement, even dlough the 
populanon must hg\T decayed and become impoveriahed under the smss of 
ctTcumsninocs*” * This baI$o ptuwed by Byzantine coins of rbeaixth to the seventh 
oentitrijcs ftHmd on the site of the Ruman Vindoboriii,^ and by ihc observation (hnf 
on two sides^ tile smith-west and southr-cast, tbe^ earlia$t ittedicvaJ fortUkatfons of 
Vienna cxaciiy ooindde with, and oorrespciiid to^ the latest Roman oms,* T^ 
chief proof of contmuity is, howevner^ that proi^'ided by tJ« topography of 
the oldest part of ilic towuln the Middle Ages. Even ibosctdiolm'who acs&ume tiw 
complete demDlihoQ of Vtndobona" li^ve to Euinowledge that the prednos of die 
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oldest awn conepmtdtid id the Roinan fiitt; and that tlie centrt of oW Vienna, 
rite nitdeni Hohe Markt, Ifci oacri>* where the old Units way the Via 
Deoinuna cross, and riie main &tinr ^ the old praiorium was. In V itraia, also, 
the ooutse of tht old Roman roads nioning towaitls the fnn may be tia^ in ibc 
saeet'phtn of lo-day ; they were used into die Middle Ages *; and it dtoitrd be 
especially noticed ihat ihehist Mtenrion of rite town, namely the Jewish quartw, 
■ww doii to tlw old town waits,* mwt of which stand on their andent founda- 
tioits.* Similar t^rvatioRS liave been made in the Raman towns m tite 
Rtiine. Finally, my pupil, Ernst Klebd, has tortunimdy di^^veied Sakburg 
apnal«L * si-hidi mention Vienna in ttSi, and by a name, “ ’Wenia,^ which mnal go 
back at least to the dghih century, aceotding lo the expert opinion of R. Mu^, 
TliJs also completdy invalidaies the duel aigument of the okltt theory, tiiai 
Vienna was nor mentianed n^n until 103a* 

The tsoniiriiicd existence of $ettlefnents ts probtihie not only ift \ JC3Cin3, but 
also in the smaller Roman plcECis of the Danube imiiory, Mauer on the Uri, ^nd 
FaiiAna Mautem (nfUth bciii appof again as iiadir^ ceatfts in ^ RuHektadt 
ToiUbook of about 901). Mortt^ver, all jW prooft notably SMogdieried by 
the thaireffifit cxaivatiDfis of die Ausitiot Arckitolngiciil IfiHtitut^ Ita\'cipv^Ti 
^utpfisin^ le^ults In case of Biunen^Nb^ncum*" Rcmaiiks of early Cluistian 
chnrdies of ibc fifth ttf dte skdi cenniries ^ m found in the andenc cfwiarej 
Agimtuiu (near DenJ!;)^ TisumLa (St, Peter in Ilok^ Upper CarindiiaJj Jtietmi (neitr 
GLnhasnitz^ Lower Carinilua)i Medina lU ibc iLannldl (on the Pontehba roadjj 
and ai Vbimum (on the Zollfdd), fl«^i complete Cbiisdaniiadoa must luve been 
adufi^-ed in the course of die iburtb oenoiry. In the fifth and sixth centunes e see 
ihe Cbuidi b Binnenr^Notkum completely org^nked; and k Jl dtee pl^ 
there ate bidlop wtio aie under tlie auihon^ of the patriarch of Aqujleia* 
Ai the century the Fnnkish bishops ixpx trying ti> 

il^r territories, aa we ieam frcni eomplainis of Aquileia £0 the Emperor Jusrii™, 
Tims here also after ilie death of Severinus (d* -|Sx> and die departure of the 
Romans mendoned tn his Fita^ there much oppommity for a mutual i^imge 
□f culture between Romans and Geimans, who conUBnily used this dtstri^ is 
1 thorPU^Fuc ID Icsiy- Ii is certaiuly si^riBomt ilist sudi hruls ritould c bfssil 

made in the Kanaltal on the Foutebba rad. These udiawlp^ fcicis give on 
imporcini badrgroufd to otn ptf^iaLis knowledge rrwn historical sgoToes, 
especirily the well-known and proud letter of the Frantisii King Flicodefaert m 
the Empemr JiBiinian, in which be boasts of having extended iiii rule op to ^ 
Adriatic and over Pannooia.* R- Eggcr is tight in assuming thatthese diurches dd 
Boi perish until |J» end of the sixth century.* Htty may have been destroyed by 
the advanoe of iIk SloveiMS and the tm-sesioo of ilu Avars; but Agumom at l«ist 
cannot llavc perished before (fio.'" This destruction. It shonld be observec^ fflOst 
llave takfifl place at a rime when tlw Bavarians had already extended ihds role 
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to ihi; PusttrtiE and liod mm tlit Stovc^na thmL Tlie feet dtitt they Hvi 
occuped Upper Narioim sc ihe «h 1 of the ittsih ctRtury can lianily be doobted m 
tfte li^ht of present mvcstifptknis. Tliicy mtf then still partly Aryans; for only 
on thij assumption is tt compiehcn^le (hat Khig Tbc90dd>crt ihoubJ Iriok on 
the extension ofiii^ rule to Bavaria as a gain for Catholk Qirisdanity ^ Perhaps 
the downfail of the diurches is Qonnscbsd with this* It » now quite obvioui that 
no mtermption of ctiltine^ nur even 4 hreadi in the continuity of populaticm, roodt 
pbcCpi and the situation is aoaimtely summed up by IL F-gffr; ** die hisiorfcal 
continuity of the civili^tton which oune from the fot^ ro an end ^ 

civilkaricin and Christbnity enter dte land again, but this time fran thciwnii-'* * 

Let us looJt back. The lasesr ardiueological research lias unrolkd be£bre us a 
nm picture of the connection berween Homan and German Ufe and settletncnt. 
Its results make h imposaible any longer ra hold the opinion that die much quoted 
" arorms ' or *" cmabughts of the soN-caH^ of migrations comptetely 
destroyed the Rcrman pertlementSi smd caused ^idoipread desoLaiiofi in town and 
country, We have mu tliat,. there tnay havie been much pillage and 

destnioicin, yet the old senlements were not permanently deserted^ the (owns were 
soon resiottil and the damage^ lo some extent ar any mei made good. In iTLrnyp 
indeed one may amfideiuly say that in the most impomnt oentres of ilw qlder 
dviiratinn, sealemetu clearly continued thrcmghmjt the period of the wars between 
the Germans and fkFmmsr £v^ in the nft-quoted staresnents of Ammianiis 
MarccUinus about the dislike of the AkmatmL for (crwn-walE^ we must not look 
merely at the oegod^^ side-* lie ossem pctsitivujy in lus iiitroductiofi that the 
Alemanni had settled in the district belonging to die (owns, i-s*. in iheir immediate 
neighbouriiood* Thus it was easily po^ibte for die Gemwfis lo come irtfo cIo$e 
contact with ihe Romiins and to aci jufr g tltrir pjlture^ Just as the provincials 
themseh'e^ lof^ before die colbp&e of Roman rule, liad settled on Romoii 
territory and Itul eneered Roroatt sen-'iceas ct>k»u^ or soldiers, and had then becfi 
employed in admifEistradon imJudmg even the execution ofinertidljousdbcld LLis,* 
so now, after the conquest of the RonEin border prtrvinces, the^^ rcjitaifSiEd et^erv- 
w'htfTe in considerable numbers. The fret that those who remained muit have been 
Utc poorer part of the popoLiitron, without means of dteir Own^ Jiad important 
consequences sc frr ai the trarcdeiience of cutmre was oonoerned ; for tluey 
die people who had tilled dieir own Und in dm countryside, or had culth'ated 
htde holdings as tenants of the gr^ t landed proprietor, and therefore knew Roruaii 
EL^cuIlutaJ methods writ from dieir Own expenenc^^ could dierelbre hand 
them on, |usi as die amall oadestnon^ merchanti or artisan In the town could liund 
on tlie icdimque of rmiTiuaJ lobotir in jn various brunches^ 

Tlie peaceful pcnetraticjn ol Germans into the Roman ataie, which bad already 
made m> much progress during she Enipire, found its counterpart in the new 
German forms of govemmciit ’which arcse an Roman soil aftEf the coUapte of 
the Roman power* A considerable nuniber of the piwiadal popuLitiou, alihtTu gh 
In a depend^t positioni became! tlic Cfttclicrs atid iastnictot^ qf therr new masters 
in the cultnrai, and above all in ih* economic, sphiM* For Gerrmns and provindals 
soon began a peapefid common exisience b which they worked beside and wlih 
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but rtpver .ogairitti eacJi oslier. The cuHkr vjctif tbu dwe b^d bmi an 4ctiial mt 
E^ tettninapon bt'tween the tit-o people^ u Do the dcdth ^udi EnAcd At Iasi 
tn the ruin i>f Remmn civiliiAUm, jafwe, if ut cscimme Jt rndfe du^y^ from two 
cavi ^ri r Tiic fint to be faunci in the pooilLir nature cjf Itfsrancal research, wbidt 
fot Icmgctirwcmed itself clUeBy with the exiemaJ dritinjes of smiesand with militaiy 
events^ payi-ug apetitina lo die intemol dcvelopitieni of liidlitsiioit, and least 
of aU i» ecoflomic tife. Die natural result of die exn^cMied cmpoTOJicc thus 
atcuied to the poUdirul attributes of the state was ihai iSc kutw hue was iismbsd 
to its maferial culture. i.e* destruction and ruhv ^ complete dmngt of ihc old Order. 
But economic life^ and indeed the Tvhole evolution of oiltuxe. often follow patfei 
^te different from those trf poUtkd development. Above aU, dio$e te^pctmible 
for the iatmr are not always rhe ^ide$ of the (onneTtantl the poHtioJIy subject prt 
of the populadon in fact, often culturally she: richer and more produc^^- 
Let us make no mistuke. ^Tten the poUtical ‘Struggle had be^ tlfidded other 
cnmlidons^oon appeamt* TliereturQ to pe^iceful qccupaiJOfis brouglLt with itaUn 
to a great extent an economic adjustment and recondltati™* Therewaa no further 
economic smfo* 'Fhc Gmnaffis valued Rntnim ml turcaiul tried lo ^ Dtcy 

wm political opponents nf Rome but not enemies of her dviiixatkHU 

Furtlier* the tiiie jorjuri, given in generaJ to the Gemumst lias cunfitmed 
the mistakijs of liie earlier dicory. The wrong Eneaning of thia word was first 
namtaJized by tlie Italian Hiunaniais^ and by their discipleSr die French oaltecfol 
libiorians. We krtow [Oh-day ihai die Rtnrtins did not u» barbarian in the modfitii 
sense of enemies or desTToyers of ervUmatfott- ** It is first of all an opression for 
w'hat 15 strange in speech +uk 1 national characteristics ‘ ; and then the idea of 

paganism, of hosrillty ro Gtristkruty becomes CMmecicd witli it As early as 
] Gaston Paris, a linguisuc seboli' of gjm repute in more dian cmc dtrcdiDn^ 
liod aErcodv proved bv examples from in iim ensua scjurccs^* thai the words cjuah^rtfig 
itifiari in ihe somueSj such avor/, showed cl^rly die meaning of 

the word icsdtf It meant n-othing more or less llian ** devoid of Roman culture ** 
or “devoid i>[ ChrisHanity"; the barboriaos were thus stnngm to Roman 
civilizauon, not its assailante Or destroyers, Gregory of Tours uses the term 
badari of the Franks and others, esen in passage where no e^t! meaning cart 
possibly be attached to it, aa when monks seek thetr protection and ask for tlteir 
goodwi]}.* Ai duit dme it cm have had no disgraotfiil connoutkm^ Mmeover^ 
it has already been remarked that die CmMns speak of ilkemajives 
in die accounts of ctintcxnpotary wtUcts,* A very sigrufiomt passage fn™ 
Procopius may be added ro tht cxamplefl given from Gregoty of Tours, According 
to hi& account, amha^^sadof^ of the Lorabords, appearing before JustinUn in ^4®, 
make the folluwlng remark : “ We liave qjoto plainly and simply as harbaiwtiSt 
for do not understand how in make laany words and can lioidJy express 
PUfscives as the Importanoe of the occaaion detnands- * lii A^^thkis olw we find 
a notewotthy sentenot Speakisg of the broLber of Tcja, AJigenv govemur of 
CumE, Ite says, before tite surrender of the town to the Romans: “ He finally 
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con&ukfed it bett to hand over rhe town and die rreasure to to adopt 

Henmn manners md aeftcvms, and iFius to eicape the cbn|^^ ind the life of a 
barfa^rirtiL,"" ^ In both dtOTfort^ whar 15 iiulkated 1 contrast to Rooian 
waysv 3 tiifEbimoe in tncHir of life, mih less education ami eultme, and hntcicf jad 
mder ciatotns. 

In this oofuiecdDn it shonM be dbcy^*fA timr ihe same expression^ 
** barbaiiiim** lias been itsed of other peoples ami at other dmes^ hoUi eailicr 
and bieTt in Order to c(pr«^ similar diffec Biices of culture and education^ and 
especially of religion^ In old Indbn tiieTTitiire wheat was called ** bitharitui food ” 
brausc it was Utde eaten dmt compared mth rice, but known as the u£Ua! 
brodH^fT of the non-Indknsin tite West and North* WesL* Again^ poems ti rinen 
in Saltburg in the middle of the ninth centur^'v cdebrating die wotk of the 
archbishops in the mhsion 10 the Alpirw Slavsv describe the lamsf as “ barhon "• ^ 
In both passages the dJ^mnoc may be fell between the mu^ peasant papukdon 
and the superior to^Tupeoplc. At dw end of the tenth century, in s cmrtcr of 
the Emperor Otto III, die estaas of Passau in the Ostimirkr laid waste by the 
Magyars, are desciibed being on the barbarian boimdiuy.* 

Finally, the wtrni also indkateS a contrast in ttadoRahtyp Several sources 
bclongu^ to ihe ^onailled age of the migtaiiDns the phn^ noricni# baditTss. 
To the sbth century examplra quoted by Fusid dc Coulanges * and Waiti,* nufy be 
added one from the Fits S^&inL, iu whUft, d^criLing the pireaitage and cxtiacilon 
of a monk, he b called tarbuiruj gemrs*^ In the same period if^sderus also took on 
the meaning of ** soldk; or tnenttmafy *\* which probably arose from the 
empWment of mimerous Germains and oth^ foteigners in tllis capacity. 

From ihe piMfidiug descHpuems of die entry of tlw Germans Inio ihe Roman 
world, it k e^y to understand why the latter fclr the contrast so srrongl)' and 
espeessed ii ihui Let m lemotiber that die RoEruuis ^pEy saw the Geiums 
as capd^TS of war, as colani (i^e. peasaiusy, thc!n asaoklicis, and f inall y and meters- 
ingly, as liouse-sen'ants | and all these were occupations which were certain to 
give the cultiued and weJhto-do Romans in die itywns die impression of a lower 
sockt grade among th<J5c foreigners* Moreos’er, they were heathens or Aryans, 
a fact which must not be tindcr-cstiimated in m age of sharp religious contrasts. 

Finally, who makes use of this term and in what souti^ do we find it ? 
Chiefly in ckri^ml writm of Reman Catbolic rendendes, wlw numtaily felt 
dbemsetves to be separated by a great gulf frem ihe heathen* None, for emrnplE^, 
how hardily Eugippius, the author of die f^ea Severnij sp^ks of the Rugii snd 
other Germans; and how welt, on the odier hand, of Odoaoer ! How much 
more acutely must tnen like Apolliimis Sidontus, Salyianus of Marseille^, or 
Gtegoty of Toiira and Procopius, lave &h this contrast—men of high literary 
cuEiute and refined taste, helcmging to old Roman noble firmLlie$, and bishops so 
boot; men, who for these reasons wete owners of large »tales aijd must, 
therefore, have bad <kily acquatnmoce with the poor German eahni as tenants on 
their lands. 
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TIiOTr if rM> fesscm to assume frtmi die expiesajon Aa/^Sorr ihsr fin? Ccttn^ 
[acki^l culmfe* Such u vv^w it definitely contrtdicred by die de«rip* 

tion of the decay of RomaJi OTidtdonf by SatviaitiR of Maridltes^ wlio 
contmmitiy qo mpar e a. dicrri widi tho^ of the Gemuui He dntrlbes the 

Utter tvoi only as purer and more chaste m didr mixle of li&i btil nvore }tist to 
tlidr dcpendCTti and tenants and even to the Roman* who live arnnng them, and 
asserts that the hit& actually fttfd to thelt enettues, in order to escape the pijustke 
of tbeb own aurhondci* Hie iharp iniithesis which he draws in this emmeetion 
is signlficjint 2 " Let men seek Roman humanity amoe^ die hatiKmam, for tlw? 
barbarmis hdiumaiiity among Una Rottura can fto longer he borae*” lie says that 
all ihe bad qmditias ascribed to die bourbarUns, sucii as injushoe, av'tmce, feithlns:^ 
ncssi shamdessness, are found jmt as much or e\-eii meins ^ong the Romans * t 
and therdbre it is wremg to look dtrwn on the baiisHanj+* for their drcumsiuiices 
and oondMoJis of life are rmidi better than those of RomeH.* Tluii diii is not nierd jr 
an oti^getatioii on Solviajius^ pan b dear if we tsampanc Jik words with dtose 
of his contanporary, Bisluip Orwitas, w-bo says much the same, afthoug^ pre¬ 
viously m the same passage he has a great deal to s^y about the degmictjon erased 
hy the bsrbaiians, and regards the doings of die Aryan Cotlis in general widi 
honor.* Evsii a man like Apolllnam Sidomus^ wlio thcFOghi that the spirituaJl 
power of mankJiid would p^h with the mms of ihe Roman Empirei speaks of 
ihe Gorbs to Gaul ^ ckjnmiicm and emphasbea the fit that Earic*s 

elder brother* King Theodoric II* was very frkndly to die Romans* In the sfccth 
century Agaihias said of die Franks dial di^ seemed to him anoommonJy polished 
and able, for a barbariitn people, "" The ™iy waya in which fl«yr diflef from 
he says, ""Mm thdr barbarism cbthe$ and ihdr peoiliar fipcedi*" * 

The j^rwnem of oiar miihofs about the radons benrart Gemuns atul 
Romans does not hold good only of the Vbigolha in Souihmt Fnn^ and Spdru 
It wa^ not only dim that tlte Gemiims ww just and generous oo the conqueied 
Romans^" so diai a mutual fnendlinesa soon came ibcmt, and ibe fimiofn of the 
Romans was bcsi preserve among the baiboHans ^; the same fiwy is luld also 
of Italy- In 5^7 wlien dw Ostrogoths weni besiegiiig Rome^ diey sent Mbassadors 
who boasted before Belkarius diat sLuce the oonquest of Italy (hey had strictly 
conserved Roman arningemcnts; that not only liad they guarded and fosicred 
Roman law* and sraw insritudcnis as carefully as any Emperor liad done, but ttwr 
the religious interests of the Rumarts had bam observed with the greaisest caie, so 
that no tjne had liad to dtange his faith; and that the Romaas hatl kepr all ptiblic 
ofBces^^ none liaving ever b«n held by a Godi.* Here the mainieniince of tlie 
rf^nrj fu0^ b actually siaced 10 be the potltkol programme of the coiijquerii^ 
Germans- The *isth century' flyiantine author, Agaihia*, iiHiiiina the Franks* not 
only on account of their other excellences hut abo for diat loi-e of justice and 
conootxi* whitii strikes him particubriy as diamclerotii; of dimu* 

A simihirstate of affiiLrsmay also be observed m the East* wbkb was supposed 
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has bpKi uifd only to prove die dc^mitcdon and tuin of HttmJUi cwltiirc, rrUtt* 
dm iIk drb^em of P^kuj (Edntnirn} aal^ Sn^emnl{^ m spite of bis dixxppro¥ifig 
u> obiab King Fdna'^ pmniaikm for tliem eo mdt with the Rugtt.^ 
Maf«9\i:r, tiie siime sooroe eapn^ly stales thar die Romaot who iiad to Icive 
Liufiaatm wax divided pcacdFuJJy ^joon^ the towm and lived in amicafahr mter- 
coiiEse wiih the Rugii.^ 

These dc&tice scaiemenis by Roman luihon of the fiftli and sii^di cermiries 
support Ofse anoihcrf aidtoug^i they are quite tnikpoident 

duty agree* But, it may be aakedr from another point of view are they not !«Jf- 
connadictmy^ since ebewbere they depiet in such detail the gi^ desctucficm 
caused by dte twharfam ? This inner contradk^cin is eertakjy flicre, and has hecti 
alitsidy noticed hy stuEicniis of the period*^ But it b surely cvplicable if we resdiae 
die peoiliir ps^xhological effect upon die Homans of the political devdoptndns 
of the tfine. We cannot cipect an obfective desctipdofi of actual es'tmii from them* 
Must not these enthuElasdc adherents of Roman pows natumMy battr Been prone 
m cKaggermc the unavoidable consequences of a war wTiidi overcame tliat power^ 
and finaii)' caused its colbpse ? Thdr despaif about its future caused ihetr desoifs 
licifis to become more pesainiistic,^ as before ihrir t he wodd turned more and 
more fo the new rule of foreign “ barbarians and the lanet not ooJy gained 
political SQOcess^ but found support among tite Renrun popnknonp Tlie 
attitade of 4 mao libe ApoUinaris Sidoniirs may be talen as typtcaL The greater 
the di^kc of cuitured Romans for this cha^^, the sharper wntdd be ihe contra 
with the " barbarians and the bbdeer tine descrfptfon of the fete of conquered 
Rome. 

It wa& itdi until quite recendy dui objective evidctioe^ hlthcfto Isukingt 
appeired on bdialf of the Germans, agatnst whem these bullions took up such a 
liDstile, and, in many way^ aucb a prejudiced position^ TUs objociive evidEttce 
lias been ftimhlied by the peat adikveiuents of arduenlopcal research. The 
jemarrus of Roman dviliaation which have been es^ovated, and Uie pnxds of cariy 
Cfifmauk settlement which have been found on the mmi unporumi Eoman sits^ 
are immistatahk evidence aptmi the catastrophic dmory* smd tthpbic testunmiy 
lo a frierydly aedtude townu-ds culture on the port of the Gennan^ who cniered the 
declining Roman wt>rld. TTie so-callfid age of the migratioi^ involved no great 
mterniphon of dvilizatioiii no complete dctnolitipit and devastation of late tloman 
life, the pulse of whidi contirtued to beat* But what of the period immediately 
fonowing f in the new Gecniim siaies on Roman soi! wx-re there perhaps such 
desnucrive pmcesses f This b our second main questton: Wete tiiesc Cermsm 
barbarians capable of tiiktng over ihe inheritance of culture from dm Rotnans, 
of keeping it jdive^ md even of developit^ it inijependeniiy ? The invesri^riem 
which folJaws attempt to arESwer this qucsiioru 
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THE OCCUPATION OF THE LAND BY 'HIE GERMANS IK THE FIFTH 
AND SIXTH CENTURIES 

T he ■events of 476 Mid espeddly the so-E:allciJ ** fbl! of ihe western Roman 
Empire ixnere the lotuml ajttsequcrKe of its penetiaiJon by the Germaitii, as 
described tn die precedln;^ chEEpter* in Italy^ too^ for oentura^ bulxiritifis 
had been seiikd agiun and agtiin, forocxinple the Marcomaimi by Marcia AuteUit^ 
the Alematmi^andTaiM dujirigtheycaiS 37 Qr- 7 jandii™yCH^^ In the middle 
of the fifdi century a Hftus b mention^ t fund from wlikh ihe foreign 

soldiers were ^ven their py and maintcmnct allowwces-* The menDcnariei 
demanded ddiiute gnuiis of land^ ts they bad oftea done in other pboes, md^ 
foUowii^ a rnudi praetbed custom^ chtsse » king their icader, die Seman Od(mi:er, 
who was serving in Emperor"^ bodyguard. A third of the Roman sciih onrre^ 
spoflding to the Rimiart billetu^-systtifn^ given by him to hts people in 
perpciuit}'.^ 

We da not know many demiU of djeae divisions of the bnA Tlsey ceriaMy 
affected only a comparaiivdy small part of Iia])\ for Odoacer's troops cmnot \vm 
been very numerous. He allowed Romulus Auguiiidus, tlie last Roman Emperor, 
to livcj and tlierc w:as alsoa second Emperor^ Jultua Kepos, tn D 4 liiiiitia- Similaj'Iyj 
Roman systems condnued to cadsi Hide disturbed by dm change in the external 
consumtian of the smteu No violoit upheaval t$ even mendooed in coniEinporary 
sources. Odoacer would appear on the whole to have lieen geneton^ and mHd to 
rhe Homama,* for a RomMi writer wlm otherwise iliows a strong dblike for the 
German l‘»at 4 iartarw * (Eu^ppiiiS^ atilhor of die yitm Serrerml} menijons him in 
very {liendly lenns,* Moreover^ Odoaoer's attitude to the Romans in Noriesan 
( 4 fiS) shows the same mildnesSj fbr lie oiused them to be brought intoMfety acro^ 
ihe Atps^ when this province could no longer be held- 

Let U 5 now dierefore consider the prwedutn of dividing up IW- The ^glc 
lota which were handed over by die Roman pastejsom to file guests 
were cmainfy not of equal me. Tadtus bhi^df baa indlctited dun the dtvrsJon 
of tmd among tfte Germans took place in general jtcewding ro tank {sccunJam 
£gnatii/r^m% The Roman billetu^-sj'stem, however, took the mili tary r^ of the 
Afluper into conaidecadon as well, a tank canying wiih ii a claim to a greater 

share of land. * 

TIk Osm^thi settled on Reman soil more densely d inti Odoacet^s foHcFwcts 
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had done, when they conquered Italy under TTieodoiic in 491.^ Ar first they V^pt 
the lands (.wtex HinJarum} given by Odoaocr tq his troops, which nitumliy 
pasted to tl>cm when tluey had conquered die latter. But TIiei^pric'$ barid^ of 
Ckidig were oenaiiily much tctdre umocttHis ihan tliose of his^pc^nent, and there 
liad therefore ta be a frsh divisicHi of land- We learn ihaf ToESockirfc entm^ced 
tliH ca^ti to 3 noble Rortun^ Liheritts^ who hsd already made himsdr u^ul id 
Odoacfr, The indi\idtial aUotnient carried out m wriring {pkta^lt} by 
subordinates (deiegatitresX in fudi a way that on the wlude Roman coitdiiioiis of 
property holEhng w-em to a large cxnrni respectecL It is probabk tiiaj there was 
somruines no acmal di^'iston but that the demanded tltiid was ^ven m ground 
teni (ttnh^y* Often the Goths du^lt sotteted here and kJ^ere among the Eontans^ 
and, holding property in eouimon with them co/ruTueikt\ thus beizame 

their property associaies and partners («jwwr«). On the wliok^ the OsErogoth 
occupaiion of Itoly Loused no considerable dtange in econoimc conditions* 
Thcfxleric was very ntodeiate in his treatment of the Inilbn popubriem.^ Romati 
Lmd-owners remairifd indepenileiit and IbstL He himself^ according la ProcopiuSi 
declared that be wiihcd 10 midniain Roman arrangEUienJs; and CassJodortts also 
speaks inddentaJly of the cemmon rights of Gotlis and RomaTU (Var. VIll, 
Tlu! lntrodu[:don of llic Germam inta tbeold Roman framework did not, hotiTvtr^ 
tiike place 10 the same exmi duoiiglirHU the whole of Italy ; the Gothic set tie- 
menis were thicki!St id Upper Italy and tn the east (Sanuiium, Pioenum)i and 
nuEnerous m the west (in the Campania, the coiincrv round Rome and TusconyJi 
white there were very' fow in the sfnjth and in Sidfy. This cdUmieaiJon did not 
take pbec in compact mnsoes in paititaabx dli^cts^ but was lo<»ely dlstiiButcdf 
like a wide-maived net; h may, however, be assumed diitt the family tk was an 
impoftinl ham of «td™eni, and itieir is ditet i evidctioe <»f diis in die cise of rhe 
Ru^l w ho had jmrwd ilw Goths. On the other hand, die tmpociancz: of die family 
In uiis tnatto must not (jc cxaggcniicd ; there was certainly no equal divhioji of 
land within it* and Indi^'idual treatmeiu w-as secured by the naitire of the Rcnian 
bjItErdng system^ Moreover^ dlete is no trace of larger grauptngs^ such as hundreds. 
'Die decteoik^ in Italy's popubdon caused by the prc^oediiig war^ and the [lartia] 
devasmtion of the plains, may iiave made the new parution somm'baT easier. The 
king hrmseLf appropriated the Imperial patrimoniu/n aod also con&carcd rich 
lands, whidi he presented to hk tnilitaty e^mfiatur. The cuhj^dDii of waate land 
w» cncDuragrd and 1 eonsideriihb part of the great bnded estates (not tmly 
those of die king)was let Out for lentJ h h ^gnificani that Godik names are 
found among the calmL Creai dykrenoes in bnded pnaperT)* aie nciiic£d:ib t 
beside the mlhtory nobles iJicre hk the gr^ bndowncfs wliik 

die &eeiKii ere oocamoually dmifigutslicd as A&nejMrtj and Au/tuBow (or 
yifibrej). Tlie disadvantage of the bie Ruman s^raiiaii afyatem to Itave 

had the Eorne sociol clfeco as before; for Tlieodoric in lits Edict,* and later 
Todb, wiETie obliged to protecr the peasant rigainst tlxe oppiii^sion of the 

ppiraT bndrTwnG^* But under Ryzantijie mb (113^^8) an economic r^justmeiu 
in favour of the latter twk pboe- The 50-caUed pngmaric sanctrun "" of 
jusiiman (^ 14) cuicdled Totib\ grztiti u( laiul mnd restored 10 the Rtmians their 
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property as ii Euul existed before Todla** Tliua the old Romnu oonditiiSTia^ 
espei::ially in ibe cf the org?iiiz:at]Dfl of l^d-owner^Pi found a new and 

unporiaric support* 

Tlie conquest of Imly by the Lombaids (fiSS) emited broader femndadems 
for this new {feelopmenr- We do not indeed Imtxw \^iry much about it, for the 
existing Lombard laws m oonsidenibly whidt is perhaps tlie r^aon wliy 
they idt us noihing of the procedure dudng the fost division of die land. Otber- 
wtse tills kek ofiidbmiiition would seem curint^in the light of n^centUivasrigadons 
wtiich liave proved that die older Visigptluc were used in fraud ng the Edicc 
of Rodtan The Roman " miartcring” pHttdple upon whidi dib edict 

based is not mentioned hmn. It b not dear whether the divislcm of IojkI 
among the Lombards didcred from that of die Visigoths and Burgundians ; W’as It 
perhap less favourable to the previous owners ? Homan sources speak of the 
massjifcres, pifbge^ and oppressing which the Lombards spread cverywhcrei aiwl 
It is certain that in the iirst pan cif the conquesr many Romans were taken captive 
and had their property confiscated, whibi ntany w^cre kiUed or hed. Tile ridi royal 
lands pasi^ to ilje Ring of the Lordhaids, and, after Cteph^s assassLnatlon (574^ 
to the tliiny-hve army diiels (dWw)* Nevcnhclssj during the kingless period 
of die (574“5g4) there was nothing like a gene^ expxxprradonof Rnmancs, 
or utiiveisi] reduetkm to the semi-free condition of a/£i** They must, to a 
considerahle extent, have kept their pcrst^nal fnaedom and tlidr property, even 
tliou^ it might be burdened with taxes and duties such as die whidi meani 
a third or tlie produce It is a tt^tlHcani fact thai many Romans, 

freemen as wdl as serfs, 0 cd to ihe Lonibartb to escape fiom the oppresaioTJ of 
Human landowners, becartse they found their freedom gtiamnteed therL* 

The (foviistiiiions of the contmest and die years of war certainly must have 
resulted b much unlnhabiied and waste Ifind, which *gave the Jtmiy-leaders an 
oppommiry to pn-sent thdr militiny rectmies w idi gifts of huidi Tlioae 

amoog the Lombards, however^ who were completely free were not evoywhete 
" bndlords enjoying wi unearned income derived from the labour of ihtir 
teiumts beam^ diey did not win to ull tlie land ihcmselves** On the coniraty, 
tljcte is far murt! cvidoM tu slrow that not a kv of ihe smaller landowners hmned 
part of their property (sala^ iwtJm) themselv'es^ acid tliat on the larger estates also 
ifidependent culdvacors existed side by side witli those holding rented laucL^ 
It is probable that already ai the time of the occupation the considerable 
Variatiomi in foe foce of propettm cvtiespmided w^th xuriatjons in social popdnm 
Betider the poet there wm the liciter-olL Ai ^ /rtaiar^ ttrmrr In die 

teakmezin; tia of btood (fifae) may Iwte and fom have plaj-ed « pent, wlijcb 
mjywotitit for phce-naidcscompounded'' Fara *\ buiin tlic! Uterhov^chold- 
commurdtbs of bmfoetS and ODlLutrd rdaiions they can bardty havr done »ci.* 
Schupfer already assum^ that die network of blood^ktionslijps hj$d been 
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Uig^ly bit>kerk by ituxiutb nf raoe, by ihe long wnii^ ;md by Rcraaniziog 
*nd it tto pointed mt wrw dmc ago choi die icttJentttit was based 
thmiigbout on efcarly [kfined pnvju? ownendiip m*\ that dicrc b tiowl^fc any 
cv^iknc? of mtuiins of ooniniunj] onrnmhlp- WliiCfever commiiiial fiurning 
cpccim, a$ it docs in ihc hnfssdioIfJ-cvntmmurtc^T n was utmously for cciin^jc 
reasons^ since ii casrr for a krge ntunber ofUands to larni the timd tmduided. 
Ii mi»T be atbfcd lhai amang dw Lumbanh an anificiaJ brotherfiood 
of unrdcjied pefsons took plix for ceosionric purposes, in order to li^cen 

the fatirdfiiM. of dues and labour servi<^ ^nd to seciine dicniifek'ies, by owodini^ 
their lurredltajy rights, f^ainst tbc ititrrsicni of die hnd to the siegtwfinial land- 
<*ynfr^* Even in ihc housebold-cornmiinities the meTnb<!Ts had a right iii any 
tifne to share mit in equal pans. The waste-laxids (forest, jhscute, ihe 

” Fiuvaida rmaincd undivided fur ccnunon ose, and the exient of this use was 
proportionate to die ske of t!3ch individuaJ holding.* Thns the use of die 
was not based on a principle of ecaitmtiwl property ^jolding. 

With die rise of Atirliari no power in 584 the monaniy was restmeeh* “«! the 
Dukes now handed ov^t lialf of dietr property to ft* At ihc ^une time a ckiinju^ 
agrccmeni or *' resionition ** was made with the ftofnato w flial ^die n<^ ktr^ 
wiio adopted the sigruftcant title of Fbtvius, arranged a dividon of land bensrren 
them and dje Lombard Of rile naiun: of this division know no details* 

After rite peaceful period under Authari, Romanisaiton made great progress.* This 
would hardly have been po^iblc if all the Rtnuans Jtad been expropriated long before 
and had sunk to the condirion of semi-free ffMe,* Prahnbly die floman papula tioti 
wiffl njpericif to its Lombmri cmquerors ntit only in ailuiK^ but in mimbera** it 
W3*s most ^gnifrqant wlim mobility of property was coneemed that Hodiari 
(643) recognfirf die legality of wills and pennitted Iasi dispositions for rfie purpose 
of spiritual salvarioft.* It Is cspeddly observable that a (rte man withotit a son 
could pve bis property dsew^here^* without any luniintioa owing to die prior 
claims of millions or ne^hbemrs* Iti tiie litws of King Liuipnind ^ 

<wtain equality of Roman and Lombanf rights is ro be seen in tlur business inters 
course 1 if everyd;^* life* Marriage b allo wed between Romans and Lombard women, 
a fact wlikli must ha^T btou^t ahout an increusing mi^ire of lacc^ 

Numerous documentary sources ihhow the contirniancc of late Rtiitian 
economic svssms jn the organizariun of s^igneurial Jand^crwnership> espaoaJly 
in die dijferent types of bmd lemire**^ Here also ^JiobrS have rtwnlly proved 
ihot in the first pericNJ of settlement the Gemrnu* nowhiw lived permaEKutly 
in large corisoltdated groups*^ If has bom prm'cdthat in Tuscajty the aneknt 


^ fanal ^ 

* {laidL UmI H. BrmiDer, i>. I^tiTTUw iLifiMi.t 

H* IJ I aJ*^ -Er /-■ fraii^ixuiam £j^cA* JOimv ^ Jaai. j 

ii, j ft 1 , . 

* Cf. Sebtapfif, Jwtt-frp’i Ar Rlmuf jAailtma, *0(V, 4r?» "<•* f>. . . , _ 

' Cl, V. Sdifuiilcr, fal Ri*diiMntt>b»t in Tn-kma, fl;,3Bd th. bibitMCFaphi* (iwnby turn- 
*■ t^nLt |S|, and TJW 

* Sgfnirtfg, JjftiMTkm #$. 

* %u. Qtrtum 1*1 ■!> 

* Dahn, ul, iU ^ 

* Editr nutbKii, I 171, Mli. U-, 4, 19 ^ . , , , t., n _ o _j_ 

'« CL Sdiupfer in d. Wimtt /MaAmi#. vuL aturr. aftil M. lianuamv 

^i0. /Tfi^^iauuuki/r tf'HKtnthtmantd^^t a im St mw I im JVrrotKfiuA^, »p> (TU sA B,, 
Kvd N, Tanumi in ^ntr^ bd, 11$ 

y\ Sdinfiikr. L i 4 i. 



OCCUPATION OF THE LAND BY THE GER-VUNS ^ 

pLior^-ciiimts have suivivect rnflre or less over the whole oountry send up into the 
motintain&t and that the ecclesmdcal pairoii-sanits of pic-^Lornbard tunes wert 
5cittF«d to lilt siitius eicteot^ but dnt the spedficalJy Louihard saii^ do pot seem 
to liavc been confined to 3£iy prijcular region, being ofteo foimd in ptacQ whidi 
already existed tn wlier times^ nat infrequentiy cl™ to the pboes of worsliip 
of the subject Romans^-^ In Lombardy and PiedinciTit there ire numecous traces 
of Lombard influence, both in pJaoiSTiiiiies and in art** Ttie sainc ts true of 
Friuli, Veneiia, and the districts of SpoJeto and the AhttKii.* 

Not only in Italy but in Spain and the south of Franoe (Aquirania), too, die 
Germm oonquetcus found Raman ways settled and firmly tooted. Tbesctdemait 
of the Visi^iha b southetn Gad * took pl^i:^ at the beg^itning of the fifth centuiy 
under King WaUia {c. 41^), Ahuttr the middle of this ccntuiy the oonquesr of 
Spain was begun by Tlieodorfc II (4^ and completed for the ruost jsart hy 
Euric <4J(SS-4af> The niimertKis laws of the Visigothic kings, of w^hich fbgm^ts 
remain ev™ from Euric's timej allow* us to rruoe feirly dearly die gradual develop¬ 
ment of the oondititms of settlementp now that later criridsni lias determined the 
various redactions of diese laws^® Acoording to th^earliest Goiliic legal docurnent, 
tlielaw-^book pfKingEiiric fe. 474), tbeoldesiaies (JuFt£) seem to have been divided 
among Goths and Romans, ih« former receiving two-diuda Gerfcfiw) and 

die Romans ora^-third {tertian R&man&r^m). The VMgodis also appear as Aojphes ; 
and they, too, were on die whole moderare and generous in their attifude to Roman 
conditions of owTHt^bip.* Indeed there are proofs ikit under King Athaulf some 
estates near Bordeaux were ai firsr left quite free from Gothic It is 

noreworthv ihai according to EuriE’s decrees the old esiaic-hottndanes (tsrmmi} 
of the Roman Jundi were to be taken as a guide. If tlie prppc^ were undefined 
by definito marks or boundaries, there was to be an invffiiigatton^ to which both 
parlies could send their chosen representathes^* It should be noticed that in the 
text of Emic^s law the lecbnioil expressions employed ate those in use by Roman 
surveyors (mswetw^ No One was lo fix boundanfi aftesll widiout liie 

knowledge of his partner or of the oRicials in charge Any 

tnfringeitienK of this law pumishHi and thus the Rotuans were pro tected against 

capricious cncrtKichniimts-^* Moreovcri the expressions and do not 

alwnj'S refiu' to parttdois between Romans and Goths, hut often to those among 
ihe Goths dicmsdves.^* Futhermonv the Visigoshs were not landlords in the ren^ 
that diev' lived on rents fitnai the subj^ Romans; Dalici has already proved rbts 
firotn soiirois (^te^ob3^dea, etc.) wldch show that the Goths thciiKelves took part 
in Bgriojltore.^ In this rapect* too, they appeared side by ride witli and in the mid$r 
of the Romans, and were not sqKtraie from diem or deocfied from thmf ccoriomic 
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activllksu It is perfectly rvef>‘w!iM tfcir the iadi^'tcI 1 Jai owns pnaperty m 
land and has ratciKive rights of disposal over it, wirhour limitadan by ckn of 
r^nuly* 

Fof a long time afeer the division of ibe airablelandk there were tindi vidcd focesi- 
tand and uiiffflc:cd posnij:^ in comraon passefsion and in cDimnon tise by Gotltt 
and Rornans,* 1/ a paitner is going to mi^e a dcaringt says ^dOiber fmssage irt ihe 
VisigDihic Law( w must be oompeitgaied by ibccnmt of a t^ntsponiling 

piece of fi^res^ in another plaoe i ot if zhb Is hnposstblCf ne to Have part of die 
dearifig..^ - Beouse tlsere is memdon here of a particular kmd of dJvtdan^ it is not 
TD be Dondnded dm die original dhtistoa had not been oeinpletcd. Tlie cnattcr is 
easily Aplaiaed proceed from Homan conditions as our basisi Ea if ■we put 
oursdvcK in the position of die Vaigoihs wHeit they were settling ihere, Be^es 
His indrvidiial property in arable bnd^ the Roman owner die use ot the 

compascii£i^ the imdivukd forest and pastute.* [| wk ojily natural dm the Goth 
became entitled to this r^ht widi his sJiarCj too, »wi dm the tmctiltwated liunJ 
(moiintitn, forest, and pastures) conttnued to rejnam undivided for redinical 
economic lea^ona. Tim partiqul^law is buended to prevent eiiher of die conform 
bfotit domg anything to die disadvan tage of die othetj* wi uch musE have happened 
if one of ^en, by making a dearing^ took individual property from die hitherEo 
cominon and undivided forest. Tlds b afco a proof, hiiheno uiinodcwi, that dae 
Visigoths theinselves took part in the work of agriculture, for tvo ddferemx as 
regards rtationalizy b made between the two amsorfcj*^ 

The of the Godis can hanliy hove been equal everywhere* For one 
thing the ting cDuld add to them by presents ftona the ridi lands of the Fbc-* For 
another thcTe was extensive freedom in die dbpo^ of property such aa aUenatkiFn 
hy ‘wriitten agreement; the payment of purchase price before ^ wait 

just as fitsepieni ^ gifts from hudiand to wife, endiange brfoee witnesses * or 
disposition at dftttlt, and tbe^ tvere bound waster or later to lod to ma tk ed 
ehanges in tenure and widely scattered properties- Moreover, " Wamtdu** 
of hdn -was nbolfshed by Kit^ Euric. Origiitallyr marTkiges between Goths and 
Romans wcie forbidden ; but from the u^cUe of die akdi cenmty tlic fusion 
of the two nices po;ide great sctidrs wheti this ban wss lifted by King Leovigild 
and daughters were given equal rights of inheriianize with sons, ^Under 
Leavigild^fi successor, I ($S6-6oi), ttie icligious differences a]su db- 

appeaied, because be gave up Aryantsm, and Cathotiasm became t!te state reUgton. 
With the increasing ^uence of the dnuch ciew^ causes of dtsuiption appeami tn 


the old conditions of bud TEnure. 

As die Roman quarrcring-sysiem wss the basis of die Goth ic settkmenis, the 
bttcr cannot, from me beginning, have been in compiler omas^ vMnteovet, Solvbn 
of hbrseills forSoutltcm France and On:dii5 for 5p:tm ure ddhthe witnesses to 
the fact tliat many Romiiis lived amDitg die Goths, and e^en went 10 them Jn order 
to escape the opp»sion of Romrni kndowncrtN* TIjus, even if here and there the 
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Coihs kid mmt cziclDsed cf wtjkmmtj* the^c? mmi gradually liave bc«i 

by Ro^^a^|d^ who wcjdd ks ifcle, 34 taller ownets orfitt Idjoura-s, to 
pass on Rotmn customs and agricu!mrt. examples of tbiSi drawn from 

Hrcrj'day life, aj^ giv^n by die Viaigpdtk Fumiubn^ wlikh it? not (ound^ 
liowcvK* until rfw bemusing uf the sevmib oenturjv* As far ibc dii&rait lypes 
of Bfrulemcjti i^stablishcd by tlie Visigotb^ it te ems dat ibe ji n laiw j hootstead 
and die village sellleTDent are co mm only fouincl side b>' Side; evideooe of 
IS found in mmy passages in the Visigpthic Law>* 

To the north of the VUigoths the Birrgundiant * had advanced cbeit teitle- 
ments; they had been forced Out of their eariier cobtiles oq the Middle Rhme^ 
and after tlieir de&^ by the Romms and Hims (4jj-d) liad received Savoy 
as a setdemenf area i thence they spread souihw^aidt into the r^^ions of the Upper 
RltdtK and Saone 10 i*yon% and oonh-c^t erver the Jura ( 443 )« They did not 
ccune as. ccmqueroni^ but to some otcfit they iviSTe summoned by the provincials 
t]icnisetve!i^ also, there a division of bad; and, accendmg to a royal 

decree of rile end of the fifth oetituiy, tlw Butgundioit^ who was le^mdcd us □ 
A^/ndf, la have iwo-thiids of the arable bncl, half of the deme^ (hoii^), die 
erdardf di* forest, and die posmte, and onc^ihird 0/ die dependent tmfrw tetiants. 
Possibly there was a great ckaj of uncultivated iirahle bmd, and little avaHabk 
labour," and an enefeavour was E^etsg mode to bring thu Imd also undet cultivation 
md laxotitiru Tlte Burgundiaiis were cemtnly noi only gi ven deserted £&hnka£^ 
or waste land and new assarts, and the arra d>frtlnka was not momipred fitrm 
divi^oru* 

Moreover, ihe hnd was not divided into dosed districts (cantons}, in order 
that the Buigundhms, who were supposed to have hern hunters md nomads, 
should receive chiefly the mcuniainaus and wooded regions of the Jum^ and tile 
Homans the fertile plains-^ Titi XKviii, T* of die Burgundian Law sliow^ efearly 
on tins cnpirar)’ diat Rcimaas and Buigundlaas settled side by side in the some 
|dace.* This passage also indjcaies chat [he isobted-homestead settlement {Hofin- 
fitdt/ung) wa^ not the previiiluig type,* 

Individual o^^rihip of hmd seems eo liave been already in exisicnce^ even 
in die case of meadows and vineyards,*^ If there were still undivided arablelois 
tn die common property of severi Ownere, any one of the cn-eharers had at any 
time die right to demand a divtsiftn,^ Tliere w® aluo waste land, especially 
furests, rn oommoji pos^essiofi (niva owww}, "iTie Z« Ramona RurgiouGamm 
dcctert that the ti^t of usuig w<>ad3i mountain, and pasture should be common 
ta oJt and that every use ^umld be i^ulaied by the sfre of bia ptoperev-** 
Comtniinal houseliolds ’STfie ccrtatnly still In existence amimg ilie but 

am hardly liave been ciommon between Roman and Burgundums, *nt, xxxvui, 7, 
of the Burgimdion Low implies radier that the houses of Biirgimdiaris ottd Romans 
were separate even in the same settlement^ As among the VJsigodis, ihc rW-in^ 
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of undivided forest-Iinit} iras not alltiwlMt to be to llw udvan^ of tme partner 
only,* Tlus also shcnr* that the Burg|undiai» ibenBclvea cuttivated their bud. 

In addidon to the land obuuned by di^Tsion wirfi die RomanSy there alw 
propertv given to the Butgnodans by the kings i^git hrgimtt or munijisentia, 
puiSea ‘U^umt). He«, too, the emt™ shwwi with its folbweta some of tne 
rich land which had felkn to it, but If any Burgundiai^ had tecrived ar^k la^ 
with imfree tenants in this way, they ware not psmiitod to d«ni^ eiuMsr the 

third of or the two-thirds of land in the plsoc appointed lo 

as J^pUttf but were obliged to content tlwrasdves with Icss^ since they had already 
been otherwise provitkd with land by the king- TItis measore appeats to have 
been designed to ptovent the Birtgundiam from ctmehing themsdves tt» much, 
bftc^use^ 33 13 gi til* ffld of tht iaw itself^* many illegal were 

mmle over aiul above wliat King Guttdobad him^lf had ^rfier onlain^^ Tli^ 
is nQE a riCTP law but an insistence on an oid on^ lagediifr with a limiiariull: of 
decreed metliod of diviaon (two-djittls of ibe arable land, opfi-tMrd of dm scro}y 
as Guftdobad refers to the earlier part of his reign and to hb preikoessore .when 
speaking of gifts of cicwi’ia lafid. We may* therefore^ as^mie iliat die larger 
liad been die old nile^ and that bter it was reduced to half This vkw is^^pported 
by die fact that a simibr lendi^icy to protect the Kotnan apputs in an Exirava- 
ganr in the Gicfei Burgundums coming later were not lo dmtand more ihan 
w^as now {sJ p/e^ciw) tiMssary, i*e^ half the amble land; the other half^ with all 
tnaju^ipia^ was lo he kept by dm Rotn^ and henceforwiMd no violeai^ was to be 
done to ttiem.* Tliiis the Roman economic orgamzanon was not destroyed. 

The state of BurgundLui law imssi have helped in the dtvisicin of the Uud. 
Fiom cariv tinv^ a fisther during his Hfi^timr was able to divide his properq? with 
his SOM with eqtEil nfibts (nt. % t): lie could do what he liked with the share 
left to liim (dw fine part). Indeetl in a later bw he was gi-^ttn the tight to dispose 
ftedy of the whole peopen:}'* as well as of liis acquisitions before the dreUion 
(Til, h 0 ^ hul the prt acquired from the Romam was e^dud^l ftoiu this 
permission* Moreoicr^ after the division a son could also freely dispoae of his 
share 0 ^ ™”y Burgundians seem to have disposed of theit lots 

all too easily by the year 50a The king was oblig^ to incerfere* and decree that 
no one could sell bis kind unless he liad a lot or lauded estate (jorteoi out pptst^s^ 
ionim^ Tit. Ixsodv* 1) d&ewiierev If such a man were obltged to sell Uis lot^ 
then no exnaneoiis person should have precedent of the Homan hoxp^f and a 
stranger was t![iLclijded from possessing ii (tbttk^ 1)# Thts stfcms to mdiesue 
rigjit of porefaose on the part of the co-possessotp but a priot claim on that of me 
original (Roman) owners which seeing m be ad^iately based the preceemg 

parntion in viitireof iheAw/rL^rsj. .if r 

It is further significant iliat decrees were made ag^t the trequen^ of 
gifts and willsp making die laiiet more dilBcult Crit- xliii)- Tlu^se which 1™ 
uoi five or seven witnesseSj and wei« not in writing and signed, i^d*^ 

Moreover, an age^imit (fifueeti years) was set, below which no purebase, gift| or 
emancipation w'as vafid (Tit- boutYtl). 
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Amt>ckg the too, Luided pfopetij^ wia v&j uhfiqiidl}^ divided. 

Wjih [he aStonaitSt wlio leou r^hk with she Roman (Tit, xxvif t)^ 

and mfaipra pastyiii£ are also ts^mmed (cf* also Tit- ei) ; and of 
ihesc the wdrAsTij are ecjOTSsly dirscdhed as (Tit- 3Cii.% a)* la contrast 

no die full freemen* there is once a menrion of (Tit- xsxvtii, f 

i.e* greater hmdoftwrs^ They jippear liere^ liou-ct’^er^ to luve settled w*tt!iin 
the t.HHflgfr- If ws oumpare with dds tile passa^ quoted above^ according CO whidl 
Burgundians apparently often possessed land iti other places besides those w^hete 
loES been gjven to them as Aoipita^ h becomes cFear tltaf scanered possessions 
and a frequem intersection and mterpeneraiion of propcnics were to be found, a 
?cite of aSbirs which had ctime abouc natunilly, jn consequence of the moLUiiy 
of property engendered by the uncontrolled l^al nghts of exproprijuion- 

Tlie Franks seem to provide an andihesifi to ihc Genrian tnb^ which we 
have hicherto been comidcring and essenual difTcicnces Fiave been assumed by 
recent sdiolars. Not only did they not divide the bad widt the Eomans^ but il^ 
were said to ha^e sdbed ai lease a part of tt by force. On wliat arc ihese theone^ 
based ? First nf al! on die fact that the earlf«t of the Salian Franks, the ier 
Salica^ say nothing about a division of land This is certainly tmimkablef 
especially as h is batown that this Satie Law agrees closely with both the Vtsigothic 
and Burgundian Codes, wluch go back to a cotuinon sotmee, the bws of King 
Ewric* 

On closer exanunaiton, however, this argmnent coutpletEly loses tis force. 
The original test of die Salic Law no longer e^dsts and can Imdly be reooiistructed 
frerm the prts^rm form* Numerous additions arc obvious ; and, moreowr, the 
bade tiexi itself is not unifoirn. but is rather In die nature of a compilation with 
uTseruons and changes belonging to a later date. Above a!!, luj'al cfccr<«s have 
been recognized licre and tbcnfc, which do not belong to the tiine when die popubr 
Isw was wTitten dowri, but to an earlier or teier daie.^ Moreover, the hypodiedeal 
ongiiul text can hjirdly be earlier than the end of King reign ((oS“5t i): 

he. if did not came iuio being until after the estabiishiiient of the Frankish 
oentralixed state, when the old Frankish tribal kingdom had bam lone outgrown 
and had become unEVCT^l, aftec the sublecdon of the Alemanni and Visigoilw, 
IL Sohm ]ms ^tdy poinied mu, this consrim&cs i fundarnenml diBw^re 
from tile situation iit the lum-Fraidd^ imimries,* He drew the ooficlusiofl 
thai cm tills accguni die Eaud-divUion which took place in non-Fntnki^ terriiorics 
iras unknown lo die Fmnkish con&timdotu Bui this argumeru would be valid 
only if we Itad a tecerd of Fnmkish law ai die time whm ihe FrankMi kiugdum 
wins still a tnb^ kingdom. If, howet^et, it h proved that the Lex Salica is a revision 
and a campikmoii which suited and was diawti up to suit Liier condidoiis, uien ii 
is surely usdess to seek from it Infonnation about condidons tong since post. 
Even if sufdi infonnation had once bc^ there ii would ih> longer have any 
practical value. In het tJtc t^Tthtomum ex iiknih does not in this case prove wliar 
scholars have tried to prove from iL On die contrary, tlie ebvicjus dependence of 
the Sdic Law" on King Lurie’s law's in odier directions makes it prubabler thar its 
silence on die subject of a division of land was earned by condiiioris prevuling 
at the Inter time of its compilation, for which the decree in the older code were 
no longer suitable- 
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Tlic po^biUiy^ ihensfore^ mtiain^ that div^on of Lind between Fmik? ^d 
KoiTuirs look place earlier^ perhaps m tht rnur^ of the fifth ceittnry- Fcrrmer 
Molars issed ri^tly to point outdrcutn^cmcesin fitvoiTTofjucfaa thcon^; above all 
the fact that the main esmt w‘hi£:h had bd to dtedivisian amrmg the norHFnmkbli 
tribes exkced here alsOj Lt* mifitaiy service and the pmtetiicm whkh ihe Gemians 
giive to fhr Konrans.^ Nroreo^-er^ the L^x Sti&a ttses a nuRLber of Roman 
expressions of whidi some, sxttdi as and are very ^gniticanr ^; 

and it also tmpIiB that free latid^wr^fship of Rnmarts {Romtznus ^^iss 
of amnvon ominencer^ Most sdiolats hive agreed that on die 'i^nolie ihet settle^ 
ment of db! Franks was a peacefd one^ tfiat they mcRtily allowed the old methexii 
to contmije,* and that in particutir tlte freemen wetr flowed to keep ihfik land^* 

Ifift oppoddon to view it be mam nufied i)m die Franks on die occasion 
of ihdr first setdetnenr did not treat the Romans so gently ^ die i^r Arfira mlgh^ 
Idd one to suppo^ " the dfStraction of Otrisiiaiiity in thiese regions was coincj-' 
detiT with the d^miciion of ihr provLnda] elements.^' " The Franks did not in any 
draimstances tolerate old tights of ownerdiip within ihdr prescribed boundaries'**: 
the er£miis was the condition of Frankish setilenaent.* It mirst^ how'ever, Ik 
admitted diar there are no proofs whatsoever for these hypothe$e£. The somccs 
on which they are based never mention a disappeanmee or a destruction cf 
Oirtsdoniiy* but speak only of the exbienoe of the pag^ns^ Moreover, the sources 
□re nonu too remarkable ; they consist of the lives of missionary saints of later 
rimes, which natur^illy try to edited and adom the success of ih cb-hcriKS^ acthdries at 
the irepense of previcnis conditLons, of whidi they are for the most part ignonmL 
The only tme which tells of a banishment of Ghrisrians by die Fmnia b the f^ta 
£i£utieri£j and 11 h uncrustwxiflhy* fiui If a complete dbappearanceof Qnistinnit}* 
in tlwBC dLstricts bt not prns’tdi then dw further questipn arises whether, even 
assuming a cer^dn dedine of CJirtsiiamcy, this was due to an extenmtiaiLdn uf the 
Roirunx by the Franks^’^ We know to-day that the Soxtmxuxcd often toplittider the 
north coast of Gaul, md time ftnally after the middle of the fourth ommry they 
titled there^ in Norervindy and in Wcsteni FbuderXy^ The numertius place-nmies 
in -tun in the OMSt district rhcar BouJogpe-sur-Mer, and those in -sm or m 
die Giicnt dLstiict, already mentioned in the recoTids of the old Frankish monas- 
lery of St, B^rtin (Sithiu),* ana proofs and refnaios of the^ Sajcon sctllements;. 

Furtiiermure, it has been maintained dial the behaviour of dre Franks was 
fimdarneiiialty different at different places and at diffemit times. ** Before Clovis- 
time, in ihe disrriers up to the Somme, dwy took as much land as they wished/' 

they irxpropriated land, whereas later on they acted cpiSrc diffirren tly. “ In the 
regions conoucred by Oovrs and liis successors, the Lmd owmd by provLndals 
was not xmichciL The need of the Saliims for new dwelling places must have been 
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suffidtiiily by the rajuidlfons up m the Somsfi^s^ sinoc^ scctsmikig 

iti rhe rsritfcnce of beer liiigi»ge-'b<mrT<bn^ tfacir afra of ctmipsct FrankHiJ 
dad tanr mite TcsSt diis mtsf.*" ■ 

But » ir at alt fikdy iliat ^uch a diiibmi^c in the bdiavkHtr of the Franks 
? If -It tlir timi? of the first settleitteiii ■gplicn they Iiad ito nrqjig mm^reky 
liiey took pofsestion cfaiefiy of ownede^ lanil, ire we to helirve dui aTtei' i!te 
c^blJihment of dte monardiy by Qovii they behaved so much mutt leniently 
Ln die districts conquered by force timn at the ttuK of their peaceful WEtlefTieru ? 
Moteovecj opporttiiuiies fgr enufiscation md for appropriLuem of ownerless l a nd 
must bav-e more numermis in tbe dme of the great oonqtitsts^ than 

during tile first setlltmcnf. Tlic tefcnrftce to hter languags-frontfers too can in 
gi\"e support to this iiicory, tbr die Frankish settlemrtitB by fio meins 
conformed to these, After die congest Franks settled m alt parts gf the bud, 
not only up 10 the Lotre^ where the Frankish dther denser than^ or 2s dense 
tbe Latin popidanon, bur also beyond the Loire to southemiftosi Gaul and to 
Burgundy; ir is qiifi£ dear diat they settled here/' * 

It is possible toniiy to tiace the wnlement of the Franks in mudi more 
accurate detail by means of historial evidimoe. Fitim the begipiiJiig of the 
Qiristtin era German ttibes of the Fmnkbh group were setiling on Roman soil 
and were coming into contairc wiih the Romani Quire ppm fitmi the Batav-i 
whOf wdth die Frisians, had subruitted m the Etmums and lud provided them with 
much-v|Lli^ auxiliaries,^ Sugoitibri bad already been trattsfened in a-D- % by 
Tiberius to the Wfi bank of the Towards die end of the third cetirury ilie 

Franldsli ^etilenicnts tn Gau] must have been espedally numerous^ After 
the iimp^or Maidmlaft by a pea^ui agreemetu allowfiJ the Fnmks to settle 
In the diatriew of the NerviJ and Treveri^ Le, in Btabanr and on die Moselle- 
SliOTtly afffiiwafds CbnnavL Clmitiiarij, and Ftiaians invaded die land of the 
Batnvi^ and were settled hy Coustaniiiis Clilofus, after be bad conquered (hem, 
in tile territory of the Somme and tlie Oise, as also in the districts of Troyes, 
Langnes, Dijon and Aufuju* In tlie fourth osrmry Franks are mentioned among the 
German iril^ which were settled as eoiimi f/fitf/i) ht Gaul with the duty of ntiliiary 
service-* In Julmn^s tune S^lians foltowod to the Rtimpn Tf??nmdria pltoss the 
Rhine and were confirmed in tlidr i>ew bnd hy the EmpetorJ The ChainiJirii 
must Itavc ^mblfshed their scttlem^t before In the land inhabited by the 
Ctigerni oti the Jefi bank of ihc Riiine-* 

An earlier aclinbir, whu was especially rntcrested in tlie betniy of the 
EmpercFT Diocletian, poltited oui tltat even before the great Frenkisli inversion, 
northern Gaul must have been balfCennarit in view of the great number of German 
colonists and soldim m*bo were transferred to the Roman proviacES-^ We are 
also told titat in the founii century Franks bad great influence at the Reman cxiurt 
and reachjed hig h office in the Roman army and a dmrnts mrionJ^ At the beginning 
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of the fifth century die iVbdifa £fiptitawm mcnrfctii Fnmktihi ftear RenneSi rn 
Bnttanjv and in ftaf century Roman gpncjti!^ gtich m Stilielw, tins, and Egidtus 
not only fou^t with ilie Frants htit raadvtrf ihem m Homan scnL In 41^ 
the Franks rought under £tius as aiutiliaria on the side of the Romans 
Atiila and his Huns. 

Tims Flanks Iwl obtained property in Gaul long before die foimdaiioTi of 
the monanity (abfflii the middle of the fifth century') and had seeded among the 
Romans, whose culture diey had for some rime knoi*^ and aotpriietL It should be 
noted thit in the fourth otsitury the Gfitman coloni (/arri) appropriated landed 
property' to thttflsaU« without au miperial grmir (rnKto/aiib); or t!icy laud 
beyond didf alloixd shareSp so that the Emperoe Hoaarius in 599 was obliged to 
promulgate a decree checking tltesc abuses. It begins significantly with the remart 
that people ftotn many tribes have come to Roman territory In ordiiu’m have the 
ad van cage of land cuitivatisd by the Jlcuri.* An imerminghng of Romans and Franks 
tiad iliu$ been going on. for a long dtnCi To-day we can hardly assume that the 
Ftantisli sciricmenti in the northem district as far as the Stmme were m compact 
andself-contaJiiedasLampre^ Brunner, and Pircane ibou^t- If,as wt haveseen, 
Franks were settled there by Maximian at the end of the third cenmiy, and soon 
afterwards Consioriiiiis Chloms divided troops of captive barbarbms (Frbians, 
Qumvivi, and Chamiarii) among the Larin provincrais in dieragioas of the Semme 
and the Oisefbr purposes of coloni^nrion, then there inust have fatefi a cousiderahJe 
pTOvindal population there, as there m rise sertlaniuit of Toxandiia by 
the Salions under Juimn^ Julian had conqiitMd die latter, and ibeir setrlemurit was 
mode with his permission, at a tbiic when the Homan powder was still unbroken.^ 
The feet that considerable numbers of Saxons settled there also leaches us 10 be 
ourious-* 

As for the agranan system of the early Franks diere caut to-dny, no loogiw be 
any dowht iliat die sysiera wbodi w-as funnerly considtMd to exist ejcclusi\t!ly 
in Roman districts, and in them only in ibt abtth emtury,* wi^ in feet already 
current diirir^ the fim seulcmCTit of die Frants^ i-e. there nodiing to 
tile private estates of Romim proviiiciaI& from coming into Franldsb hand^ through 
expropriorion** and in conseqttcfice of intjeroourse witli the Roraans dte prindpte 
of ftte exchange of propetiy was applied dko to rile land* so that in bodi br^r and 
smaller estate punmase, gifts, pneuri^u^ and other transactions were die order of 
the day-* For the Frankish seitlemenis w-ere not made in compleiety owneritss 
districts nor they enriiely self-coniainKl j tliey were on Roman soil where 
there were pitAincials beside tJie Franks. The Salic Law telU us that the lUrrnjiris 
were looked on os subjects having equal rights with the Franks* Ttie eoriter idea 
that the Gernmn was considered of higlM ^’aiue than the Homan and riai riiii 
found an srpresritm in a higlier wergeld, has tieen refiatiHl by Bmnnefp' Tlie 
mendon of the R<fj7mma ir^tarms togedier wiih and after the RffmtrnuJ poutjicf 
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is anmitcr procf tfaat Roman owncfslfip atilT coniimiod ; both ajipor in Hl sJi 
TByllich Ls de in§[tnuotUffU 

How air we to pktun: to our5d\'es this first Ftanld»h setitemcsir on Roman 
soil ? The thoc^ricfi on the subject iiave hufieno sufTered fmprn die infiumce of 
tendendciiis theories uf history and have mken far too little acnnmt of actual 
histoiical conditions and, least of at!, of die facts establbhed by atdrjfological 
leseuch. Proceeding from the mudi quoted accimntB of Casar and T^tas, 
which are eitremely ambiguons and vrere ofimmisimiJeTSTood,* scholars believed, 
without taking inn? ctmsiderafion ibc mtcrvcrring de-nJopmcnt^ that a common 
oceuparJon of the land by large social groups, espedally by dans {Sipptjt took plm 
and that at first only eomnKJn ownctsliip nrfth oommutul culiivatioii cria te di 
Most sdiolais thought, as we haw seen, that these crnidiiitios lasted into the early 
Frankish peaiod. The^ goma] hypotheses conemued also n> colour ihe tlieori« 
cemcemine the period when intUvidiJal owneiship of land was supposed to have 
esiablisJusJ itself* Among these the oonoepdon ofCermatifc freedom • in psi^culir 
exened much inAuenoe* It was impos^lc not to oonecire that the prindplc 
doftUTiaring land secikment and division was equal tights for all free Germai^ 
Hie very name of die Franks aused much miscfahd'herc, for even down to quite 
tecau nines it was interpreted os liodoubtedly meaning “ freeman ", Tlie tendency 
of all theory wm to rtlier this fteedum to the personal posifion of tlie itidhi- 

dual. To-day, however, w*eknow that it is obviously to be considered in andthesis 
to the peoples wlio woe subjecied to the Romans.* But does ** Franke " really 
mean fieeman ? We must not attach too great imponance to die Roman meaning 
of the word ; recent philology is indin^ to drove it from " fiak ", meaning 
fernc^ defiant, or wild and nish.* However thb may be, the theory that ihe settl^ 
ment was made by conuntmldes of free men with equal tighis to the land is 
arfaitnuy and unfiaunded* It is contradicted by the evidrsice of die sources and 
the undoubted hiEiorical facts ; abov^ all, fay Tadtus bmisclf who {a* we have 
seen) * expressly states that the dii'isioifi of land took place stcu/tduM i&gnsttoittttu 
Tlie Franks received grunts of Land from the Romans fat militaiy service and 
obviously aooptding to Roman custom, t.e. military rank as well as social position 
must have been okeu into account and must luve ciused difibences. 

Hand in Icmd with this goes, in my opinion, the importance ol die 
** following” {Gefoigsehaji)^ wlijch played a princt^ part in miliEuyunderakings* 
Recent researdi lias shown iluti aheody under tlie brer Roman Emperors the 
Geroianic ccmitittiii was giving rise lo new military fonns.* t it likely that it 
was without tnfiuentx on tilt division of Land among the Franks themselves f 
It roust cereinly have been the cause of considerable differences in landed property. 
In all probability from die vety^ beginning the princes and army-leaders, and kiier 
lijc kings, gtanicd land in unequal amounts for special services, a proceduro for 
which the laws provide direct evidence amtmg the Visigoths and Burgondiam.^ 
Contemiijg Merovingiaii gifts of land diere b evidence that «Jn>e " grant a 
property which may be inherited or given away without limitaTion, like the normal 
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Rfiomu gift of pwperiy Sdgnmtruil €Ai:ite^{Gtu«dh^rricAafim) wm m odstcttci? 

ojTKnig CmruiTK in the dine of Tadtus, and cenajtily idih ibe 

morodkKtron of Catlididsm and iHe esoibluJmiimr of die motwdiy to the pefu>d 
of the gneat con^pjesiE and the extension of the kbgdniii; and ihc mmtbcr of 
equally anome haltfke and unfrec mm wFio depovfeni on them ceminly 
incteased iLkcwt^ In the isx Sala^ lhats appear, $ide by skic Mth the Rortun 
triisttarita^ the ictus and rer^tLi (Tit* xxvi) who ate prd^itied with Litid 1), 
On theodier hand it miat beemphasragtl that so ftmo single proof been fcHtnd 

tEiai land was granted by the king m common property ib a ecmniutiity of 
nei;^botir5 cr to an association of frccjnen ; this h njeiely on artifiidal fihHc^on 
based on hypotheses whidl ha^e atl been proved untenable. 

Moi^ovet, the pface-names in -ing or ^ingm can no lunger he considered 
evidence for idim settlement l^scd on blood tehttoiBhip, since various scholars 
have shown tEuit the suHix -inr^simply denotes " appertaiiiiug to tn the geogta' 
phicnl sense as vttdE as in other senses,* and does not imply ™ly a fo^ly cormecriorip 
English and Cerman ^tiholars have already maintain^ that tc is wrong to look 
On these ptice-names rnerdy as patronymics in th* gerddye plonil foim^ The 
suffix ~mg is added rmt only to f^ly mtnes but to the immes of intUvidiiiJ^ ^; 
dierefote these place-names may equally weSl denou: Eimily settlements or settle^ 
ment^ On the land of some great landowtifr. 

Moieover, it i$ in the dlsurkm of Frankbh setdetmti liiat iKe older themy 
finds its diief contradictions; for the place-names tn ^ng are alnu^Tst coitrpletdy 
absent in the regioii w^hM the cxhtencecfold FmJdsh setilemcnmlui^ been proved 
for certiiiiL* In foct, m attempt w^ae made earljcr to use them id deterniiiK the 
botmdaries of Frankish and Aleraannic by donating ilte place-nam^ 

in -ingm to be apedficaliy Alemannic- If they re^y do dmote dan or kinship 
secleneots, tlien such settlement:^^ must hav-e been dmost completdy absent 
nifiofig die Franks. To get over this difficulty^ It has been suggested tliut in the 
Fiankish period the plaoft-names in which presumably once exjstnd, were 

digged into names in -Aeim. TIk old free h^rk^isssodations^ wbidi w^cre the fmjn- 
darion of die fomierpbc^w'ere supped in con^equenceofthe Fiankii^icontpicst to 
have beet reduced to bond^e by the ebiefs and their followings*, and thus these 
pbce-mmos in denoting sdgneuria] bnd-ownership fiidlly came into Eidng.* 

Againsi dib if must be pointed out that in those very regiona where place-names 
in ant found in greatest mnnbers* tn Alsace and In ihc Hidter Pataitnattf 
tEw whole lusiorical devdopinefit of the oountry points to fiMpeasanrsettlerocnrsY 
and there if no tnice of any sywnmi of seignicrmial land-ownenhip.* It must also 
be pobticd out tliai place-names in do not show a fundammiud diflerenc 3 e 
of agnoiltunil tv^ from those in TT^y were not merely sdgnciErial 

cstai^ but may have aUo included peasant vilbgp setilemofits. Tlwy are also not 
speofically Frankhkh but are junt as conimnn to the German peoples in gencnil 
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^ ihpse in As w ttic allcsd diimgi? of roincs, Seebohm sliowed fhaf 

pbcE-mm^ in *yiUa ^cre often eliangeii m Cermnn to and abont the 

same time Limpfedit noticed rite same fact bidcpcncknily and pmadaoed eratnplc^ 
from Mosaic cLbtdcr. Among these -were m>t only names in which -Agim 
for an onginal but also SjCJUiewheTC a still rurtlier cbinge tn die san^ 

mmc gh^ ^ingm e^g, Frut^ngem, FranLealidm, Frenkin^en^* Fnpm 

this it wouM appear ^'e litre nAi so mt^i a ca^ nrehangieor xmm » otte 
of several name^ with ihe same tneaning- O, Brilige lus retMily cmpliaaixed 
conrctly diat in early dm^ 'kevrfj could diange >bcnjl in 

the same pbee-names^ jtt^t as in dK Latin eapimlar^ atMl records wc End A^cui, 
ctiriir, pltkI rkui for tfe same place-* Thus the valuable tbta which rwent 
redcanrh into plaae-names has yielded liave undoubEcdly invalidajjed certafn oritati 
which at tme dme play^ed an important part In theltistoiy ofsettlcnvimis, orhavEi 
K> say tlic UasE of it^ made them very itosafc and unreliable. IloTvever negative 
llirse results may at fiisl appear^ this latent development in the study of place- 
names lias cleaned the way for a great and unexpected increase of positive biow- 
tedge^ and for this reason it would be unfrniteftiJ to undervalue ev-m those 
investigations wdioso conclusions do not now «em renabje. For it was owing :o 
these and to the muttial explanacions of those leaiued in place-naines, that many 
foiitful obBerv*ariens were made wdiich encouraged fonher dc^xfkipments. We 
have alre3>dy seen w'hat important connections w'ere discovered as a result of the 
most recent rescuch concerning place-names in -»tZ/m* 

It is now 5 >osfflbk to suggest a new cxplaiiation for the place-names in 
basing it cm rh« preceding Temarks and on tliose made by supporters of tite ^Ikr 
tlieory^ These ->mgen terminations bebng widiout dmiJrt to the earlirst place- 
name^ if we fejaci the spurious tmafogoui fotmn tions of later times. In a study 
of Holiciizulleniplace-f ^Id-, nnd fniest-names, it has been slitiwn that the Celtic 
is exactly ei|uivalmt to the later ^ng** If hi^ also been found that tlte 
same is irut! of the Moselle rcgioii*' On dse otiwr Itanch ScebQhrnw-as struck by die 
&ci thai the great ntjml>er of places in Iti England and nonhem Frati< 3 r 
diiefly occur on old Romfui sollA FoIlowiiTg the earlier focofy^ be tried to connect 
them with the German lagil of the tbne of Probus, MaximuiEit and Consmnriiis 
Chlonji^ More rccen ily S. Bieiler considered 11 most significafit that some spinous 
pbee-names tn ^mg seem to be directly connected with a Roman pbte-iiauie.* 
In Bavaria these -mg endings generally belong to dje oldest place-names and 
appear in ihe flat and especbtly Fertile regions, where prehistoric: and Roniim 
excavations Ijave been niacfc-** Ftfudly, reference may be made to K. v* Ettmayer's 
ttssearcJies in TyroK^ He finds that it b chanicierigric of the viMages in -mg in the 
Upper Inn valley that ihey arc aJw^ on the best sites, usually on the surmy side. 
He thought this could be explained only fay assuming dtai they l$ad belonged to a 
"Tilling" people and i^ould hardly owe their origin to a peacefut and gradusd 
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bRltraik^ti of Grnnanic InfublTi^nrs in tn othiJTwise Roman provindal tmitory. 
Tlic main disirk* irith in -iftgm is, hotr^fvarj situaecd tn mo<fertt 

Bodim and WUrmsnberg, where Roman life bated br^eaL For this vci^* rason 
mo$c $dmhiS iried to prove dui these pbee-fumes ttittt spcdficallj* 
Aiematmlj:. Here I would lefenpid! spedal emphasis to die results of aidutK^lGgicil 
research* The places In ~iag in here Roman wcry-ations have htsen made, are beam¬ 
ing more 3 nd more minuerous.^ Tlii$ is so in Lormine^ in the Bavamn polarimite, 
in the legiona of most andent fiet demfe nr (mdkaicd by preJiisioric finds) m 
Hddelberg, in Haden^ in Wfirtterobeigr m Hessen^, and diso itt Bavaria- It bia 
already' been pointed out tn discussing the place-mnie$ lermuming in in 

Norlaim, ihii near them and among ddbuEffly Roman names ditre are also 
numerous pbees with 1I15 -ir,g fnding. Tliesc easufiples may snlGce 10 make it 
clear that the old Germanic setdemeftTS tn -ing often succeed to Roman and even 
pre-Roman setthmienns^ A continuity of culmre is therefore apparent here, 
sLmUar to that which we have alrudy seen in the places in Good fortune 

allows lis to find documentary proof of this oemtinuity in the ose of a few places 
Ln -tng aba,* In the distnet of ihe Hunsriick and the Eifd near die Saar and ihe 
Saiier> phee-oame in -{ng are m the majority, and here also long bunows are 
frwjnent,* 

And now let us enn^sder the phenomenon found generally and not only 
tn Noiicum i just ^ die pbe^ in are found on nr near sites of Roimiu civilim- 
dorty and sofnedm^ near places in -wet&r, so likewise pbos in ^him are often 
finund in the neiglibourhiXKi. In Lorraine die old Fmnkbh royal pabce Tlieodortb*- 
vilb (Diedeflliofen) lies hi a drde of niunerous places in -ingin. in the wry old 
culdvated land of the lower Neckar, Luge numbers of places in and -hiim are 
found logeLher; ihe same thing b true of the land of IiMbrechdngen ou die Breni, 
Similarly in the Middle Salzadi, the regions of Salzburg and TitEmoning, a whole 
series of pbcE$ in -Aiim are found scattered among numerous places in -iag along 
the importani Roman road,* From die pattern of distHbutioii of these places in 
-hiim among those in ^ing, Beibge conduded that there waa a definJre sy^teni 
of settlement, and he e;^Wns presence where old to^ral properly can be 
proved by a Fmnkidi colonizanon of ibe sixth to ihe nmtb century* His views 
are worthy of careful ponsidemtion. 5 ucli a culonJzatiQn is cenainly to be presumed 
where tile names (such as Nord- and SikUieun, Ost- and Westheim) give the 
micnatim atid point to a centre which make^ them oomprehEnsible* Since 
pli H^ in -<ng ofcim provide these points of departure, Belhge’s asumptiorts hsve 
mucii tn ixnnmcmf them, above nil, because^ in the Carolingian period, a$ we 
know from the recnrdi, such an extensive colontzaupn of jJje sort must certainly 
Iiave taken plac»;^ Many must be explained in this way^ and must belong to ihb 
brer period (eiglith to ninth centuries); many Fnmkbh pLsoes in 

and certainly go to an earlier time* Places ifi -ingin 

sre dmoat entirdy lacktr^ in many districts which are wcU-known tn Iiove been 
Frankish sctttemencs;, especiaily in the earliest ones in Fbndere and the north 
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of FfMcri on tlw Moselle, arid m AJsstce. One of the po^ibie cxpLuutJons for 
ilik may be briefly tndicsited Ium. 

If we consult the kceil ardiaeo]c^iC=i} disco^-erieS;, we find that settlezqerits in 

are ofteti found on old culch^t^ loud* This b proved by 2 few especially 
impommt examples for whtdi wc have ample docurncfiEary reconb from ibe 
early Frankish pariod- Ar Handsdiuchriadm, near Hddelbagj pk-eh^ieJImBsof slie 
Celtic early La-Tene period Imve been fouai* The SErticsi ixjrech dooimeiiEa of 
the nghih and ninili cenrorie? alre=idy 3 \wy estenstve arid intensive settle^ 
ment tliifTe. In die anriiives of the momstery of lir^ch alone a surprisingly large 
number of gmnts by ^ous donors-—no fewer than 1 14—ocort.^ Such a sub- 
division of land m one place indicates 2 Jong period of setilemenr * ir cannof have 
developed within the dghib ccnmiy* Take, for example, Heppenhehn on (he 
Bergsfiasse. On the wooded br^ghw neai it ihere was alt^y a village in 
Neolimic times •; dose by a Roman villa lias been excavated and IbrtilicmQns 
and 1 qmirry a liule feriher off^; and fot iheearly Frankish period there b one of 
the earlicsT hbrkbescfireibungen (sttrvey's of the bounds of the Mark) whidi we 
possess^* This oontinuity of setdaneni, and the small sub-divisions of the land 
shown in thfi Lors4dt records,* aie crushing evidence agaiiHt the hypothesis of an 
tarly Frankish conamtmal fiel d system suvd a^inst the throry of' Matt-setilemenr 
as a pemiiiiriy Ftmkisb of occupying land which had prestimabJy been 

w^te or ownerless.^ Here also the FiOTkisti seiilemcnt known to us jn the eighth 
cenrury musi have gone back to an eariicf dai& 

It is quite dear that the Franks firsi took possession of land which had al ready 
been culrivawd and ihar they settled on ilw sites of RomaTi and pfc-Roman 
settlements^ Lee us add to ritis the gienend oondusions as 10 conrinuity of settle* 
menT which were arrived ai la the preceding chapier. In llte case of many Cerrrum 
places it w'as proved that early Frantisb toya! and fiscal Innd back to Rctnim 
dommn tmtL* It has been shown that nearly all die old Frankish royal palacQ 
■were situmcd in places where there Iiad been Roman sealirnitmts^® This is mre 
from Alsace lO Noricum* Tltesc foj^ palaces were tiol, indeed, the centres of a 
cRitialiaed economic nystem,^* bui they were the KUi^f easdes, pazriy fortifieri 
and ofteri of military importance. Even if ViC are mitious in accepru^ Robd^s 
riieories about tlw systematic placing of $«clt priaocs and fnrtresges along the 
tnilltaiy roads at deEmte bolring-^kccs and In tennis,^ there is cejtainly some truth 
in ihjfn- Dot too much lias been riaimed as a spienriid new system w'hich in reality 
can be cxplaintid quite easily by a re&renc* to the precedieg development* TTius 
much iliai h ascribed to Charles the Gtear w'as the cutscom long before Itim, 
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ptobaUy even lU iSie tune of the first conquest by CIitvts. Wc must not feut^et that 
even Uiarics's pdtey of expansion oomsponded loold Fnnklsh iindi’tton V it iuid 
prec^ent out Only In Clovis but m 'rhcudebeit, who extended his swav to 
Panntmia about the middle of the lixib cennuy. Moreover, we nmsi remember 
what we ^ve leamiabout the first appcaroiK* of dir Franks; in early tinies they 
performed mib^ st^ioc for the Romana and bdd bigli office in’the Romm 
and admbiistratkai. Tbiw iliey had an opponiuuiy of teaming what tb* 
Romans bo a<™mplLthed with such genius in the fromkr pmvtnees, via. miliiary 
e <311 uifi basis oriLU'dlH^oQ^ sys^tem of fortiJkajionA und i^OimiiiimiciiticTO, 

3^ on tbe ofber band; a sy^tian of adniiniainidprv ^ch lud an asoncrjnic 
siginncance in opening up di* land J 

^ Frafiks, whose great adspohiUcy i% atttssed by ft li^in 

ejiu^ Roraan aiidior, were unteaduble to iha respect ? » Tlirit of 

adimnisttiiiion Miowed directly on die pieviotts Romun one^ as the G.th 
names proven for they ate based on die centres of the Roman pagL, towns and (lirts, 
^Lg., ^b-g^u, Bonn, Dcutz- Mere-, Worms-t Spf>w-, Lobdm-^ smd Ntda-gsu* 
ctCi Iliere ts nadoubi dui th^ did nor lose the military advantages of tTic Ronmri 
pt^timti* TTi^ irmm^Lucly occupied places which were impomiit for the 
tmlrtar^' security and mamtenance of the country, and also for imd-oonunimica- 
dons and river-cnuisinga, * The latest arciueologicaJ excavaiionE Iwve shown tfiat 
very soon they also occupied places whidi used to be regarded as Umr setile- 
^ES * A very diaiacierisdc example is the old Frantenfim on the lower hUia^ 
IJ Roman waier-worka instituted by Valtairinian for dcfeiaive purposes at 
iMta [lip on tbe Neckar became Fianldsb royal property.* Ladenburg on 
the Lowy Neckar, die old Inpodunum, survived ifojm pn^btonc througb 
Ronun, AlemanniCjind early Frankish tunes, and imdcr the rjmtin grt n T possessed 
a royal court (Saa!), wltich stood <m the site of tivs old Roman fort. CiSto the 
ford over the Neckar opposite Heidelberg the fort NeuenJjeim Itas been ft^md, 
wiudi was bujk under Vespasian to protect the road and to cover the foni* 
^ excavaduos proceed, cases become ratire and more ntmwrous in which Roqjan 
forts <w fort^cations, or at any rate Roman remains of Bomc kind, arc found hi 
^aoo in -rfieim. It appears that there was a dike across t^valley at Heppenhehn.*® 
Tliete wue Roman forts in Hoflicim, Heddemlieim, and Weldictm; ^Roinan 
renuiro have been fotiiwl at Odhdm (on tbe Koelicr), near Getnsheim (above 
Umtiz), and at Piorahetm.** These examples arc sui^ent support from the 
aY^Iogioai side for the theory advanced above that the Franks bUo setiltd in 
MOTvingion daiY in die Main and Ncdrar districts, in Baden, Hessen, and 
WOrttemherg, where they first occupied ibe old Rcanoi seitlements of military 
mponance and tlitnce developed a later colouimticvn in the Carolingian period. 
Ibe B enicof Bayarijt, nswe sec from tbe facts ghm about rht royal pJaoB-** 

These considerations also afford an answer to <!k old probteni as to whether 
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Franks pteftsred Midemenc in sjn^ or urere fsnilliar wiih 

mideucd yil/age 3 eii\cmenjs frorn the be^nitu^. Itt favour of the pitdoininance 
of bolated bomeitesKfo it has been ai^ed dwr the niunes tn "‘were 

peculiar to tiie SalLOns; *Adm itriginally rDeani and wlvsn used wilh 

patronymics^ it indicated crriginal settlements of single frniiLies *'J But it tus 
since been provod thai micleaied villages often otMurod nest door to settletncnis 
of iHe single liotiae^tead type.’ In my ofuniort these typ^ ate not mnmally 
ewJustve, but may occur ade by side * and ihfe vkw is Supported by die certain 
and postdve resulis of Meitzen"^ fesearch Into fielcLnup; whidi must jvuv be 
considered in dfitail, sinire speda] impomnee k ausdiad to h Ewtfa by rreent 
investigators of place-namA and by ihe latral supporters of the okf hfark^ 
association tbaoiy/ snnta tom die feci dm both single Immestcad aul 

village settlements are to be found iit aress of Frafikish colonimion* Stnee this 
difTcrence h not to be otpLirtied by rhe nature of die UiuJ, and stnee Mdrzen a 
convinced that single homesteads were a peculiarlLy of Gfide seuletnenc, be looks 
on the villager as compart with this older fomip as an invasion of the spheie 
of die single liomesteads^^ and considers dial die small scattered dwellings wejie 
freely or idocuntly gjvcn tip and done away widi. Mdtzen ascribes the village 
Eo die victoriotis conquests of rhe Gemwus, for he diinks that dierc was no dtange 
in the form of Cddc serrlemenc during the Roman periods Throughout be 
considers die single homEStead kj be the oiiginat form, and im^ines the villages 
to have arisen owing to a fotceci union of several single honiestt^s into one whok, 
he chinks that the duracter of miinenrEis villages in the north of France and die 
Riiinebnd corresponds ctacity with that of rhe of the old Cennaji tribal 

land-* We are tltttdfcFre to imagine dm ihc Genrans transrerred to die rinrth--ft«r, 
to nonhmi France^ and to the BlilneLmds, their own peculiar bxtn of senJemoii 
as dfivelnpcd, for example, in Upper Gcntuiny. 

In order lo refu te dits theory^ 1 dtall not make use of the fact that the process 
of FnmkL^ setdement was in rtility die eoct cunnary of ihis, from north-west 
lo snuthH^c:. I shall content m}%lf idth a doser eumitkaiion of Mdtzen's 
Gtrmas Folk G€ii'anfiJ&rffr m Upper Cerj^umy. Thee are supposed by him to 
represent the earliest form of serJeineru in Cknnany^ On a basis of assodadon 
all die German peoples developed nucleated villages with scanned holdings 
and equal sliares (tdiles or Hujm) in the viUags land.^ But wlist light is Mdtzen 
abtu 10 throw up<m the duuwer of this form of rtationai setrltunenc ? The bnd 
bdoRging to the village is cut up irtro £dds in sudt a wi^y that dioe is no way 
of access to some plots. The ajahk pare of a singje propeny, the Nufe, is tlispo$tfd 
in scattered strips over these open Edds. Tlie roads run in di^erenr directions 
witfiouc de&ure plan. Titus no prindpk is to he foimd other tban a complete 
absence of prindple. The prestm^ equality of the ifufa% ^ is otjiy hnought about 
by Metuen'a attempt to justify appamiE iriequaliries by rnerenee to tax 
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is4es55t!iCftL But wJut Ao wf tOMcby .ibout tlic pcwMbllitici of tax Jswss- 
mffli m the early Getman period ? 

Above all ^tcitzea Has produced ih> documcE^ary' evidetice ibat the fi\ie 
villages wliieh Ite gives repreecniatives of that type {Anhigun^ No. 37-41), 
nctually go back to the penod offolk " settlemetiL All that we know about sbem 
femi his account in the Aningejt^ (VoL iii) 4 nd from other sources ootcIv proves 
that they ’wtr* sdgoeuriaf property in historical dmes.* TTth fact alorte would 
suffice fo crpbtn ibe equality of the separas Hufeit as a basss for ihe impostdoTt 
of dues and services^ Both scattered strips, with no means of access to the septic 
plots of land,’ und the three-field ^^rem ’ are characteristics of the manorial 
systejiL The main evidence for the supposed nadonat cfiamcter of these viibp^ 
the placi^oinzies in -ing (NoS* 3S, 30 , JiaS now been dispros'ett Thus wr are 
left with no piwf^ or Kandly any pnoofp that those villagies were old sculemens of 
associated ftteemen widt equal rights and dm their pLantiing waa based an a 
system of commutial cultivaiioiu 

A wllole series of ob[ecdons from the standpoint of agric^huraJ technique 
may, motfiover, be brougbi against Ntdiztn's ilieory, for, if we consider its logical 
cdosetpiences, tt is not only dilfkulr to recoitdle it with a rational economic system, 
but it h In diieci cporradlojOTi to the views of cho)Se legal histonins who support 
the Mark theory/ The absolute inatiortality of tlti^ way of dii-Tding up the bnd 
has aln^y bem pointed out by economists.’ This sub-div ision of me sepacaEC 
hides into nlirnerous sxrips scatxered o\'-er the vaiiouB open fielcb is surely an 
argumeni against die theory iliat the collecdvi'e property in these did folk^llagies 
was given by llie king to an association of equal frednen, or was foiiiided by diem 
as a Mark-assodaiioTU Is it not logical to suppose that commumry of property^ 
in which the individual woukl hav^e only a ri^it of use, togetlier with commurial 
field cultivation, would have tesulted in unity, rather than in sub-divisjon ? On 
the other Iiand, thi$ irregular subdivTsion is easily e^icable if w* ^sume on 
individual ownership on the part of free landowners widi independent rights of 
disposal. This asstnnption has Itfetorfcd pos^sihility^, nay mure, probability. on 
its side, for tiiese open field villages appear tn districts wludi were settled and 
cultivated by the Romans and even earlifir, hi pre-lustoric and Celtic dmeu If^ 
as we have argued, there was an liistorkal continuity of oiltivation from that 
early period, then tiiia metliod uf dividing the toil h qxtite camprehensible, 
especially as itidivjdual owrKr^p widi rights of disposal was m full foice dime 
from the Reman period at tlie latest, sa also was the scattered strip system, 
of which thfiitt Is already evidence oi that time/ 

Tile eKtraordinary irnegulariiy. of the old German villagGS is based on the 
historical continuity of setlleinent, w^hkh esm be conclusively proved for the places 
selected by Mehiam as types.^ The Franks and odier Genrtm tribes did not iniro- 
duce an andent and national peculiartty' of ibdr own into the cerritory of the 
earlier Celtic senJement, tlicreby forcibly changing it; they were fust as oonserva* 
live In their atu rude to their ptedecessorS as MdtsEcn assumes ihe Romans 10 have 
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been. It tbeirown mjfiojy and eoonomk intEiet to and to dnelop 

the pofifhm and methodiol achin enienis of the 

Wc cm now undcT^tand the opinion whtdi die Easi Human writer, Agailiias, 
c^n^ssed about the Franks m the fhnh century. IIc cemsiders them vk)* ajliured 
for non-RomJifM (barbarian^)^ iind Uyf spedal stite^ on dieir jtisdce and harmony- 
He layf that bedds they had adopted from the Romans not only ttade 

laws and mamage laws, but also lift's and methods of govemmenr and admUdstm- 
rion; thwhintilydifrercd&TimiheRoinanscxceptmdreSSartdspeeclii Thisdiascrip- 
tio% it Itas been argued^ is too Qaitenng; but even siidi a careful ciidc as Waitz 
rightly considerod it to have great significaiice.^ Since then it has certainly gained 
tn tmporeanoc; for all that Itaa been said of die entrance of Franks into the Roimm 
army and adminiStTaiioja, of thar settlemcfit on Roman soil, and their con tact with 
Roman pro^dndals, shows that these moderaie and cducahle peopk with their 
apprectaiion of Rfiman culture, liad by die $Lxtli century had ample oppommity of 
utili2ing its advantages for thdr own benefit. 

Like the Franks* the Alcmanni also eutne early into contact with the Romans, 
at the beginning of the third centtify (ai j). In the fourth cetituiy at laiest they 
wicre settled on Roman soil AmmianiiS ^^a^eellJnus eacfiTtssIy states that dteir 
dwdlings were partly, mdeed, poor hiits, but pmly houses built in ibe Roman 
style.* From die Main they spr^ over the imperial fiontier to the south as &r as 
Lakx: Cbnstanoe, eastwanis to ibe Lech, and tircstwards to die Rhine* which they 
Iiad cTDsaod by the nuddJe of the fifth century; they occupied die Pal irfn ate^ 
AUacET* and mo^x of Swiisexland, Aftiir dieh conquest by the Franks (4^ ■ they 
w-cre forced frcim dieir nonhem territori^ but Frankish Influence in this earlier 
pte-CiruIingEan period must not be eacaggitfated, for at the bcglniiing of 
CaroUngian rule we find the old separate and independent life of die Alemannl 
asserting itsdf in dieir wEll-known in^rrecdons* 

Various as^umptibns of earlier schotafs have became unmnible tn the Light 
of recent inv^gationS* We must, Lndeec!, be prepared to draw the logical 
deduedom from this new knowledge much more boldly than K- Wdler has done, 
for, althougli he lilmscdf has made severai very acute observations, he clings too 
timidly to the old hypotheses of the econernue hbeorians, and tn puticular to the 
theory of ckstrucijon and dcmalitiurt. It U not true tliat the Altfmiinni destroyed 
most of tbe Roman villas dndng ilie wars wliidi pteceded die final ccEurpicst,^ 
or that they often stiiied ntitside the Rnrmui settlemaiK, For lijc passs^ fimit 
Antmian refers to the tow'ns and msdy tclb us that die Alemanni did not like 
to $etde widim tow-n walk. Moiwvef, it is now cemin that even there they did 
not settle puiside the old Ronm tjowns, but acnmllv cm their kod^ as is sinkingly 
shown at Smsabmg.^ Bolli here and elsewhere, archaeological mseardi lias proved 
thir AJeroannic jsetilemenis arose on a number of Roman sites. Ateniiinriic 
nemains of the fifth cenmry iuve been found in Brudisal Wierfodt, Neufimiieim, 
etc.* i.e. at tbe mouths of the valleys in the Kmidtgau and the OdenwwJrf (iilso 
in Tribor, Stocksiadi, etc.) where ilic Romans al^ settled/ The countless tuunes 
in -u'et^are, as w'e ktiow to-dayj not a pecutiariiy of AJemannic settlemimt, but 
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are dt«cly conftcctecl wrtli Romiui cotociiiatioiL We saw such ptoocs are 
especially frequent On Roman soil* The same is trot of the secotd gtt3up 
of pbcc^iiomes which were earlier rtgankd a^s Alemaniiio, those hi •-ingm-* Tliis 
is quite (soiupGteheMiblct for the Alenumni oceuped ilbtficts wljich were thkkty 
settled arid culuva^ in late Roman times^ protected as ibey wor by thx impord 
frontier and its numerOLiB fonificaiidiiA We iLStvc to dUitih feomc re^eardies into 
the Roman llms for new infemiatkm on this poini." They lettW on the agfi 
dscumcii whidi were richly ile\-dopcd agrieulturally, lod thus^ after tlw collapse 
of Roman power, they weit oontimiously MposedI to strong Roman influOTots^ 
tfie more so they w tre w^ed m between IM BiirgutidtaTB in the west and ihc 
RhetD-Rotmms in the both ofwhtmi had a strong Latin (wvtndal admixture. 
MoreenVf the main roads to and from Italy went dirmjgh ilieir terriiory and were 
Tievtx quite wUhour trwfSc: Tims modem rtseardi Im made ihc impof^cc of 
the Roman basis much dearei-i and a Eir-ieadimg infiumne of ptm^tndal life must 
be assumed^ At the same time it musi be admitted tbn not all plzii:e-nitincs in 
-Wfi&r are m be eomidcitil Roman-pfoviiKial and to be derived from ril/A* Hene^ 
as tn places in riicre jnuy also be analogoiis formatioiis belonging to Urer 

timeii in the FranJdsh records vUaiium someriines means hoxn^tead and sonse^ 
limes a scltkmeni just made in newly broken gTt>und,* 

llnlbrnmately we have no 'my infomiative sources fbr the older ttibaJ 
period before die Frankish oonqucsi whtch toot pbee very early Most of 

the evidence produced by former scholars resta on a coticJusions ofaBtncii 

later time- The Portia Al^fncnfwrvm bdengs to thesc^'enih and the Lex /ilitniim- 
mn/m to the eighth ommry, and they can be iii»d only with considOThlc caudon 
foreariier tunes. Bm tt seems m me all the more tintiwnffliy that more reeeni 
scbobis have dLsceitifd a strong Roman influence in these rneords-* K. WcUer 
takes the view * dun nmong ilie Aiemanni at the dme of dieir tinnugratiun the 
uatural diroitan of the folk into danv whkh had determined ibr anangemesit 
of their army during the niigTations, was especially pronounced and kept its im* 
IK^rtanjcelonEafier they had mticd, longerlndeed rhan many other Geimimmbfc'" ^ 
As 4 martef of fWt, setilcinenifl such as dvose presunicd by Wdlcr would 
be practical ™ly in an unowned or w^sic regw:®, which fits In vith die old 
destracdon tteory. If, however^ as we may now almost cmamly assume, ilicre 
ws continuity of setdement^ and if the rights of the remaining Homans were 
intact, IE b gbvioiis lliat diese fehricadons arc unfeiMbfe* ^Ticn We lionrider the 
nft-qumed ps^age in die L^x Alaniann:i>twn about the atrife of the gerfe^hgt^ie 
o\cr their boundaries (Tit* l%xxi)f we tnay nor be able to deny diai ejara played 
a part of senne imprfance in the setrietnent •; j’ec we must noi overlook the great 
influence which the mtlitary organization of die people, especially the exiinmee 
of folIowtDgs^ must fwve had oo such q warlike tribe as the AlcmannL A fbuitb- 
cenrury stattment seems to prov'e thar the *“* manorial ** estate ^CttmJ^£njchaJiyw^ 

* See * QL ii?r ^ 

* I o^idduil; W iK? of E. Fdiddiii oA ll3c piKfi-fUflua vfllwhii tioivt IIW HfifUjOttk 

ailti Lothtomaacr* Oklufwian I J mr^ g^ rb ictea,** tS^ If, 

and BurcijilJDih-BiaSamiati, i^iw 

“ C'f, j i- tif^i-w n iP L P * . tjf tin cxtItAi t^y W^jniiiiufl^ tJ>0- 'l% Sl fl at lnrn , nofaci 4, ]I4^ 

* KowiikirUiy^ ^ du, 479 it- 

* diA Fnmktm, U{ii 3^ 

^ dmil^ af^uirR!i;rt In Geim edii.^ t*,. z£x. 

* KKnvvlcWikyk up. dl,^ I, wmamm irom pUc£-iUinei m i^Hai ilic Aknmiuii Vuul icoM 
in tlctvdb la 
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Tp-ny esirly dev'ictoped fterev LikmLus wriccs; ^ Tlicre ^ grenc \ilbgt£ bdongiiig 
lo many O'wTier?. each of whom possesses only a small pte« of land ; and 
arc odicr vtibgs wbkh have one [cutt and ^ titled by tcnanis and cithrd.*' ^ 
Two important condii^ions may be dmwn from fmt thar thcic almidy 
e?cktx?d nucieaicd manorial villagc?s whidi let out in lots by the lorcb to imfr^ 
or balf-ftee men, and, seoQodty, tlmi 'h'itbJii like larger village them was already 
a coi^dcrabJe ^oib-dhision of UlidKJwnershtp. Moreover! Ammionns" repon of 
}ulbn"$ trticnt afEcr the StriF^ufg defuse (357), makes it c^idenE drat tiu vitta£ 
n^tinned lierc must hove been targe and impcrrmdt vdltagcs.’ 

The condiuons wliidi wt $ee re&cted in the law3 are the ^tne a$ ihcpse dis¬ 
played in tiiese ftnirthocfitiiry desciipdon^ " ' The economic rondidons of the Im 
show no iiace of comnoian frwnersiup of the hundred^ af the right of Enbcritancie of 
viciit, of common pasture, or mdcod of any imUiution whidi wwJd lead id die 
jssumpiion of a Mark-assodaLiofi.'’** On tfie contrary^ wc here see large sdgneiiria] 
propeny fully det deped! pcopcrtj'' noi merely of the king and of the church, to 
wlildt gifts woe allowed u-tdtout dlsputi^ but of ihe Uity itsdi^^ The organio^ 
tion of sodety is cksurly indkared by the i^^iergeld. According to ihe Poems the 
mfS^frisshm p-fi. primf) pay lijf mtSam Ooo^ and the 160 sbiFingfL 

A tiundred years lutcf the Lex disdngmshfii orily two ds^ses, so that tfir 
appear as liheri and tVie first dbss b not especially empbasinctL^ By the 
ai« meant the small peasant-ikjTiifirs.* The miiJkmi must Iui\^ been at arty rale 
greater bndownets^ ^ithotic necessarily being a lower nobility. From this db- 
tutcnciii between /pw&fcj and it can be concluded that a diffcTenoe m 

owneiship exisTed^ the former being great estate owners^ tite bitter sntol] peasant 
holders.^ Beside the lords with thdr great estai^ iher^ stood the fiee landowner? 
who managed their own land by tbdr uwn labotir* This is proved by the Lex 
Abtntonnonini, according which manual tobcur (pper^ ^ervilm) is forbidden on 
Sundaj^ not only to serfs bne to fifcrr (Tit, jcsxviii). As an}rone guilty for the thud! 
time cf a hmadt of this bw was pqmshed by the 1 oq$ of orHsdnid of bis Arivdfmi, 
the JiUfi cannot liave been merely free trnonis. of a wgiwuria] property. 

Tlic right of the mdmdual to dbpe^ of hb lOwn ^ property in bnd musi 
bav« been already mnskhrably dcveltipcd \ for die Lex cunsiders ir neowsuy 
to oppose die expropriation of famJI pwpcity n rise fodter s deadj before tliere 
hats been an equal divistoi] among the surviving son^* Tlua dearly oorresponds 
to die statements mode in deeds of gifts to die diurth, ihai the property thus 
given comes (tom that port of the alod wkidi has been banded down to the giver 
according to law'. Tlic recurring fiinnnb in such a case is ubvtotisly in accordance 
with the Tide of the Lex quoted ahove t posiessionAt (rrrj) . .. ^msj mem 
lonJiifli miii ffwnms der^u^uui ego eontra g£rm<in& mia . . . in 

^ LiSanii ipfrklii^ ^iKv»n, oL >Al»nhui ^7 iT^li fV7 h Orzm Jr fajuxiniii. 

ZjActi, f. Iritbficr (rcirFl^>» iilt 409, cl 11. CL^oEuiftSi PMron;^ id iEk Lilb Eoipicv,^ OrfurJ 

JDuicf m SocLl ouf Huussy (P. t, C 

” Ji4i9i*4 mofn pkmctcrcd : “ pHcnc viibf a: lapKtKU tnill immdo; gn™- ^ 

ibque xayel 'rw. dtUEcnl-u cun^xi rtguiw ritn Itoouiu mir^Tiij «tibdn±« 

xtU^ r, 

* X. tduwiL, N. at* * TAl U i- 

^ CC ilic w AUmmum: Code itk d. Mirt^ 4*^ trL- Sect I, i; i itSSS), 

(X t^cioTianD^. 

■ Cf, rkm n. Schf^diT, Drmtidm ItG.\ Jfld DaLfi, dl., ix, l, Ifti who- csniklcsi tfa^ 
ftc^ uvtiot o{ BffljJi bjliuifift 

* l)zt frma^m nW iAr op. cki-, 14. 

* Tiz, Ixvit, a i Ibp^ ; lucvii- 
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rtitpi ^ ^ Off pdc^uid w * m. ^furcr ttaui n w * ^oft 4 orTiM(t m psiam %*tins fiiit 

iXncfpajA es Hie pojiea jmf £vidt:nJa £m£fst ierr^ius {No. The bw o£ 

tnh^tsnce staEas ihar ibc riglif of ftximtn in rhc mhentancc lio not only in tli^ 
fRUVjiblcs Imi in rhc knd> It is clear* iheirfoce^ t\im iJierc wns alfncfy izn active 
dcvclupmcnf fn ttte inobHiry of land* which mu^ itave cactsed considenible 
divi^on and stibdivision of old famtly eitatesu This is also indrcared m the 
charters by the frecjneni mentioTi of acxjuisitians side by side with the alodj in. the 
detailed desaiptiim of the property whiiii is bein^^ gsraoted. The diurch as grantee 
would stress diis distinction all the mote heouisc the tndividual^s rigfii to dispose of 
Ills acquirifiws could not he disputed by his Tebdip-eA. NEiroertms e:xamp[K of 
this ate given in the note*^ because ic has been malatamHl that ibc icn^Umm b 
seldom mentioned in Akrtrimnic sources of this early period.* 

Tius lecpmction must httve refamJ partly to new assam made In the 
ndglibouring waste from old ae tilfmrhm ft; wbldi lud exi^^d in Roman tims. 
This would also opiain the aralogous formmiCFfi of pkoe-natnes in 
whidi ate espedatly frequent ihert^ Beside the old colonizadons of die finuili lu 
the sbnh centuries* a lati^ period of setdetnent may be noticed, which came after 
the Franldsii ccmqtiesi: of the righih and ninth centuries. Becoir tesearcli Itas 
proved thb m another fttnarkably acisie msooce- V* Exnst compared tile older 
place-names in Upper Swahia witli the proper names found in clocumenis of tlie 
dghth and tdntfa centurinss and \m found a considerable rimilariiy j from thb be 
has ri^dy concluded that there was a lacet secderrteni ar rhc dme lo which he 
a!»cribes those place-names.* Thb gives a greater importance to cenain other 
observatjotis whicb may be cormficied with in Oechsli has proved that ai Chur 
thetie h a rimilarity between the proper names m^uioned in the tlegbtier il/rtar) 
of the royal estates In the dme of the Emperor Lewis the Pious and dir^c^c of ihe 
cDtiietnparpty St- Gall documents-^ If the rdermcc in the Urhfir h to free btid- 
ijwfim EH the mrtghhouriiood of tlie myal property, wlio wore cuki^^adng parts 
of (liar ^ well sis their own land, then tl^re mu^c liave been a similar colonizadon 
in bodi cases. This Is supporitd by the conclusiuns about rrankisli colonhaikin* 
ettp wliidi Bedige drew from hb research inin Swabian place-names.^ He 
fonunatcly realit^ diat a group of seiilctnentSp die fiame$ of wltkJt s£rve die 
purposes of orientadon and point to some closer Inrerconrwcdonp e.g. Nond- 
and Sad-, Ost- and Wesc-heim, may often be explained by die presence of a 
lord's sca t in ihctr midst* whe ther the kingk or ihat of any other large brndctl 
pfoprieior* and dial this points to later colunizajion* especially where suclt places 
lie among older sctilcments in In support of this, reference may be ixijde to 

a documefitiiiy example which has Idtherto escaped attention. In the Aleatiannic 
Law' of diis bicr period* the coteni both of the ^ng and of the cintrch are men^ 
boned j and the r^emrice here ts to &ee settles." This cannot be a mere diance- 

• C£ UH Sl GjUhj, i, lufs IT. ^ 1i«. 7U ll, 4?. i44j *-l*£r 

i|j, 195, MI, 111, >?7 p SOI, *tc, 

■ TIl ]¥. 

• O. UR T. St. Cp^nBi. rwM 7 , 10 , t». zu ja. 3 t. 18 , S^.fep 74 . tor, M7. nh 1^1 

30^ m. KM, SOf, JC^ ilj, Alfi, £29, 3jg, i*9, 291, 331, 341. jSl. 360* jftf, IT®, etc 

* Kj 7 T¥*tenly* opr rit* 391. 

* ^ 

* " ILax BcEftfiliiJSK QJberKhwibceUi*'^ tiriJ ^ixkickM J&h AiiSi^blun 

md drr A'evf^^ Axcinh. /- D% 4 m^ i^tf^ fll 

^ S«a Urb« sm dor 1 m Ludw^ d. Fr.^ /£ttz*tsw SkJLamw 3. i£ 

' Cl thowi, to*. * U. m ixiL 
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We hnve (omid fmanis m die fich king smd diiindi, and we can 

Trace acdvicy In the pbce-nmnics^ Tllfi foyal £War taf Chur^ and die records 
of ecdesbsxicnl e$tnjes of die d^nfa and ninth ccniuries by Oedisii 

znd V. Emsr, prm^de us with ocampto ooropicmauary lo the: general pictirr* 
given by the lafw- 

The scttliatimt of the Baiuvsri must now be a diSer^nt 

interpieE^tton irom ihw which b ensecHniiry. Rieder's views^ based on die pboe- 
names m -ingt are espectally Imporcmi far BavTuia,^ He considered tlmi diey were 
for the mosi parr settlcfnentSp and on account of their early d 5 te^ *?Aikh he 
rightly stressed^ he attributed them 10 the Baitivurhn occupahon ; and accordingly 
put forward the theoiy that thb occupadon took the form of clan scitfemeniSt* 
and that dte oldest of dicse were made largdy in villages composed chiefly of 
small free landowners wldi equal rights- In the present state of reseaxHi Into place- 
names * there can be hardly any doubt iliai tlis Lnterpretadon of names in 
Is much too narrow and one-sided.* Moreover^ quite apart from the controYersbl 
derivation of these place-names, economic history profiles us with a seriffi of 
objections to Rierier's theory, Kierier himself had to confess that ~hg places ate 
chiefly larger \dllagcs only in one parr of Bav-aria* the west of Upper Bav-jiis, in 
the l^r and in Hegau. On the coiurary, in eastern Upper Bavariat m most of 
Lower Bavaria, nod in the country aboT.e ihe Exms^ there aie more bolated hcFine- 
steads and hamlets than viibges** Riezler ocmld draw no condusions frtm this 
imporrsuu bet, for he has no convincing expbnaiiDTi of it ro otTer. 

Tliere is one decisive prodL to w 4 ich too little at^tion lias haherto faOT 
paid. The samesourre which mentions the nobk clam^ajid wiikh is stilt older dtan 
the Freiiing dtarfers or any other Bavatim teconls, tmmdy die Lejr Buittv^arumf 
recognizes tlie ertenri^^ rights posseted by tlw pidinary freemau in the disposal 
of bind** In connecriun with two noohle parages in the Leit AhjrmmufrtiJFn 
( 1 'iL Ixxxvit) and Zeo: Bamvarlitntm (xit, S) dealing with the Uttitiits of the 
gaimlogi^ or eammarfmi w fnamj Siexne^ l&ad already correctEy observed that 
this cannot always haveheen a question of comniorn ownetslijp by iht elm or mark, 
be<^iise in all these laws the ihet of incfividual crwnmhtp in land 1 $ oflibcrwise 
suihcienlly attested The fact tliat a victim was named after a family did not 
necessarily pnsuppose the common ownership of all the ebns,' and die oemmaremi 
were not \<jmi owners but only boutKbfy-ucf^botif^ as appears from 
iIm cemtexu* The clauses m the Code dealing with the legal strife of gcn^ix/oguiffj 
howev'er^ do not necessarily mean that tw'O whole dans were the priucipab in llie 
buiintlary dispute, but rather that membera of two clans wett: quMtciling with oric 
another.*® A very ob’^icus lIlustTiiflon of tfus dieory is actuaiiy given in the case 
of Erchiug, mentioned in the Freising charters.** 

Legal history has recently again emphasized tile fact that the Biiiuvari were 

■ " Ditf CmiwiTirti drt MiiDdiHwi GtguaitL/' OAsfAjjwiitto ^4^,, rUy, K, 

■ S«e Crnm n, odit., i*, 

" C£. p. 1^6. 

* CL bwbed, t*p 3 ^ 1 nK -P 

■ SB^ 1905^, 17, CX rtcnw edlL ?, ^iT. 

' Th. i, c; cC «1»> i>jLiii, lk, 3^ 0 - 

^ xirc.* 1^ ^ —1J4- 

^ Dfthii^ ap. ot., £ 1 , ^ iMxe t- 

^ Op* tit., iiiiic 9. CL t 1 - 

u H. m* edit-;, 4, f 
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uni f]rTgmlced aocofilmg ri> htindRidA ifi thdr new tctifemcntii, Tberc ;Am a 
d«irtlL of place-names ib ~mg in oiher psro of Bav3rt% espedaily m the Holimn, 
Riezler attcmpcs to help htoatif, by mating use of tile hypodisi ihnt ihe entry 
of die Baiuvad wsi cffcctBd from the east, and ” diat the e^dsting ditn groups "tt^re 
already piwided wiih bml, when dte rare of imniEgiatitiii reajched da^ nordi- 
TiT^icm comer of BavaiiL*^ ^ If, however, the Bain van came in from d^ easr Eind 
first settled tlhcm^vea on tile land above Enns^ we entt hardly assume duit the 
village settlemfnt alone was the original one, Fcft there in the tost, pUce!i In -inp 
are sometime isoheed homesteads and tiot always large nudeaied villagis.* 

Tim from several dtreciicra contradictions and diJHcuEdes appear which 
teil against the micrpretiition of pbcc-narcKs ending m -ing os dan setdefrientSi 
cspedaTly in Ba^-airia- To-day^ aaidisology Itas /otmd a complet^V new basis (br 
theenplairarion ofeaT^SetdemenL Weber notiesd that in Upper Bavarii nust 
of the long batfows (iEriAet^rffl!«?r) were found tn -big ptocies,^ lie al^ dr^w 
auendOD to the remarkable coincidence between ihe in whkii diese places 
occm and rhat of Roman settlement,* md Riczler lumscif cmpliosised the fact ihat 
are often found along the old Romori roods.* Moreover, tliey are absent in 
ptedsdy tht^ districts (such as ihe HoUeau) m whicb there are no traces 
of Raman Ocenpation, no long barrow^ and no signs of oiidvatioit high tip the 
mmjntam side Fmm this Wrfjcr concluded riiof 10 begin with the 

innntgrmrs remained in ihc districts which hwl been under culnvadon in pre- 
Roman and Rotnan times..* Thus the full signiftcance of Rieder^s api ob^vadtm 
that places ending in -mg Itove a definite oonuectian wiih ibe natirre! of the tand^ is 
dear. We fmd dtem where the land of the village b wide spread and sui table for 
com-growing. Tliey dhappeor where the arable ends or tsscaaiyj where fntt^ and 
pasmre are predomirtant, ht bet where stithmenis with other nantes are fotifwL^ 
Tim tliese impormnE obsfirvatiaria support one aontber. The pbux^names 
ending iu -ing do actually belong to die older sealemeni, and bear striking wittier 
to the continuity of settlement frofn pre-Roman and Roman down to the 
Bavarian period. Tliis makes the hypothesis of settlement by dans imprnbabk* 
Most of these scttleEn^ta t^nnot liave been new fotindsiions, but were an addirion 
to something already in ciustence-* But if the occupation took pLoce, not on a basts 
of equal rights hut ^remdum Jignathnem (Tadtus, Gtrmst* c- i<Q,* it (s very 
unlikely that the best lands would be left to tlie dans of freemen^ For they would 
undoubrcdly be daitMd by the militEirj' leaders and prtnccsL*® Riezkr hinisdf 
admits dm the single humesteod existed from tiie earli^ times In 

Bavaria, side by side wirh the viiliige"; indeed he laier acknow'Iedged t\m where 
people had become accustamed to this form of place-^namc, owing m the many 
fmuly oiling in the suBbt might also be used to dcrmic die descencknes of 
a single icfilef.” It haa even been mgned fictun thesmtkdcoldissemiruillofiof sin^ 


^ fUtiEcs',. ijp^ ^1. 

* K. S<liiJffnM, .Aw ijiflJ dL j£dnj, snd my nrfieaf in /fixJL ^ .Se^iiAnWLj 

* u, UrpaeA, liv* t4%* Sioiflaly IL SdaiJmiictci ha. pnwciti fef 

WoC c4ptt±iiUy tiuoirCkck tne tbit ptaAe^raHWi in -u^ occur cKii^iy tn-aue rttFTrkti 

id ibf abd ^icf ^ vWe him bifitn^ xni ii^iiEsi. 

* IbM., 14J. Alia nscfifiijy S- t lirTt irr^ SB- li IT- 

* t IS- ■ Op. ck* ijtr ^ C£ SB., im. 7. 

CL^tberVf:, 4% My itufaiDOf of itm dan^micincaT ibraty If tko* jb it uAn i 'ip ^ w ^ ma h^f 
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hofTK^codf lo-day, atid the iiummca! superiofiTy wkI iIk tiuu 

when they first occitpid the hmd the Bainvari ed a prtfeoenoe for ilic 
hotnesteati syHicm,^ It is impo$db 1 e ®o deny t o^rtain imponanat to thci e videtioe. 
In tht mountainoiis part of Bavaria and in the hilly ^one^ this form of setlkment 
jm$i iiavTt ccrnimoided itsd^ awing to this fiaiwral lie of the lawd- Bkit we must 
vety cauibii^ b) dtawing ecpiuJiisians from the types of settlement which exist 
to-day. To wilU^ it Sias been prcjvesd for other part* of Genmnyt th.it 
cotmtlra tingle homesteads ^re of later daffi, pardvr prtxiijced by the breaking 
up q{ nrigina] village of whose eaefatenw we have libtqrical proof; this b 
^^ecialJy ihe case In Westphalia,* Scwtidlyt m Bavaiia itself there must been 
an important CTLOvement of caldfiizatioti during the Frankish period^ m the eighth 
and nin th wnmricfi, which* as Bethge has actually shown,* tnufli have gone nut 
from tlw older cenirtis of settlement- L Bavaria^ the pboo^raes indicating orienja* 
nont and the dhttriburiori of the places in and -Aifim Mung names of the -ifig 
and other types, are elcar tokens of this laicr colonisation. Moreover, the Lex 
contains statements Qbout co&mt and settlers (accaAi),ftspMally those of the (diurdt.* 
A g^t number of the e^cisdng single honisteads certainly befong to thb dme, 
or to an even tarer dare, about the tenth to the twelfth cettnrdes. But it is certain 
that isolated homiesreads also existed in the pre-Bavarian period, nor were *hey 10 
be found in the Tirol alooe. AnhKoIogical acavwttOh lias provided Muntless 
prooi^ of this,* and ft is also ^upporred by die extcnsimi of the Alpiuc type of 
economy at that rime, whidi presupposes isoliited lioni^Teads, Its armini 
te^hnki are chiefly of Roman origim* 

On the whole I bdieve, therefore, djai the great number of single home¬ 
steads in the district settled by the Bauivari Is nut due to a tribal idiosyitcracy, 
mtroduired ihere by dieir occuparioii* We mitst not underestunate the influence 
of seigneiirial land-owi^ershipf whidi was prevalent from the very begnnninjf, riot 
only in the notdx and nortl^west of ihe councrir^ hut also in the smthfcm foothills 
of die Alps, Moreov'er, ii must not be fotgotten thai great dtscricts of Bavaria wm 
already dikkly settled by die Romans, who w^ere perfectly fimiiliar wirh the 
s)^i£m of great estates.' I assume that die Baiuvaii ihemselveai, ai the riiru^ when 
they ^tled la these regions and on the Vinctelidan ptareau, wereno iongjera republic 
of free peasants widi equal rights, but thai die monardikal form of gnrvenuncnt 
whidi Itad long cxisred among them had brought about great social 
t c should be remenibered th^i these Baiu van were composed of tribes (Marcornan^ 
Qi^i, Nari^d, Su^i of the Danube), who were kncFWtt to the Rnnujis 
as especially brave and warlike* The wwre of the Maroomantu kept Rome bui^y 
Rom Akrbodjus FP Mamis Aurelius, There is direct prrof iliai Miubodina had set 
up an important nnUary oiganizarion in Ids kingdom. Tlie military lodm ml 
the clxii* of die GiUis must not only have ritli iatida for diEmsclv^ bur 

must have divided tliem at ooqe among didr ivjrlike followers and didr sub- 
ocdifiates, die nobility. Bui ihh Involves the development of seigpctirial land- 


1 RfUdLe «DSrfer* ^eskf, wd EwdiKlw,*' in Mimil. d. Cpt. 
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ownmltipj whidi fiinlitr pfoiu&wd by the £w:( diar the Bohivzri cwly 
adopted and, indeed, bmught it into the land widi diem. Thus dec 

great C 3 ti 5 tc appcsii^ hi the Baiuwian Law as a ^ndhar phenomenon, which had 
obvicmsly existed for some rime; hete pvay be fbujd die services of thece/fl^ii to the 
foTfl Jammka^ the lord'$ hnnse (Tit xiii), and bae also the setdctt^i^^roAi). llltemjc 
bound by predial services (Tit xiit MC^ Ik uL^iT^jitnte 71 )* These latter 
the pioneers by whom the estate was extended; they setiJed on the firtliest edges of 
is territory and reeUiraed new arable ]md fiura die wastcu^ Bavarian coliinizadon 
certainly shows no pteponderance of setdement by idans of free ownefis, but must 
have prtMT^eded st least as frequently by tncana of scigneuria] estates* There may, 
perhaps, hare been a large munher of freemen, wrho ferrEsed pan of dieir propetty 
iticmselves and handed 0 ret other faits of h to be fantiAi by others* Tliey werr 
both landlord and peas^t in one persoa*^ Both economic type*, ilte landlord 
the htf peasant, exisred at die same dme and mingled widi one anoiher^ 
and thus the futdicr development which we can trace in Franktdi tveords was 
made possible* Esu^^^aiions and pai^ToIogy teach us dm similar conditions 
already earisted in the late Roman pericit 

To the north of die Bavaiiin senlements^ at the rime of their occupadon of 
the Vtndsdkiaii plaieau, there stretched: the kingdom of die Thuringians* In the 
earlier htstories it taken for granted that Thuringia was diiefiv marsh and 
forest in the fust centuries of Gemwn occupation "k In these districts, whtdi 
were never setded by the Romans, foiesi and imcultivaied bnd was supposed to 
form the main pan of the whole Mart, which woa taken poase^on of by the 
assodariona Later excavations of prdusioric and eariy historic sites* have, 
however^ shown that ‘Thuringia was thickly settled even in prehistoric dm^* 
Research into pbet-names and geographic^ m\'esrigition have addsd the £ict * 
that between the old forst bounduiy and dte boundary of die feniand, which 
was cnee more Krensivt, there b a strip of land of vitrytpg breadth in w tiicb nn 
trace of earlkf forest can be found** ll coincides, more or kss, with the stretches 
of alluvuim and of die neighbouring diluvitim, and with the bdis of loess in the 
valley^L Even ai die be^nning of iks liisioric period this zone was not only open 
but fit for cultivationp* Some pboe-narnes on this unfotesicd land hare very old 
forms (cug, Aitciti, Wielie, Sidza, Godu^ etc.). From dre earliest tmres die 
adiiTHitageoiB geographical positicm occupied by these places in respect of iJnes 
of oomnninimitm and passes wa$ namioUy important* 

At tbebegifming of the Christian era the I [ermtmdijri, as easiem ndgfdiours 
of the Chatb, settled in die land soudi of Hart and Tlftnc, and cast of die Werra 
to the Erzgebirge^ and thence southwards to the Danube, wliere^ according to 
Tacitus, they ti^ed aedvdy with the Homans* The numerous pbee-ninues 
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ending in arc aitribijted to thU earficT period of ^etiiemcnt^ whkh ksted 

imtil akwe A,D. so that ^ nary assuzne a fairly eqttal^ dlougH widely- 
scaiteied^ settlement on tnainly xmfbrcsted bmdf ev-cn in &st o^undes oi this 
em, A ^rther iimnigniticm of Genrum tribes ibcn caniij from tlie Narttu The 
Angdi> who wm fettled Cpit ihc MiildJe Elbe ss £ir as the Harst iind the Okef^ 
ind their nelglibciur&T tiie Warai, mmed in large nmnbers towards enural 
Gemtsny. The Angdi settled in the region of the Ummit a^dg^^■e didr njunc to a 
Gau there (EngiUn). Thu Warni settled between the Saal and the Malde (Wens’- 
nofeld tmt Bemburg), Tliey ako seided on Thtiringian lenitoiy at the same 
tiinc as the Suevl^ though apart from tliem^ and naturally podemd the fertile and 
flat parts of die country, Tlie date of tlib immiginition is tmcertaiii.* Tlw main 
type of sell Icmertt is the SO-dlled UaufeaJar/oT nudeaied village^^-whose Chirac rer 
and Held-phm point to the fact that the seedeMent had esdsted for a long 
Tlie loiig-fTmiig-^)iit villages (^IFn/JAuJcnJSTjfir or of die TTluringef- 

wald are probably of later orighu'* Imie i$ little chronological oertainty 
about the settlement by Saxons who came in from the nonh-west. Did It happen 
before T3I ? Are the place-names entUng in -itfite/ due to ihem ^ * The simihrity 
of thdr legal Codes, pomiingas Jr does to a dose connecrion between ThuringLuns 
and Saxons, migh t date from the bnu' period, since both belong to the age of 
Charles the Greit. 

At any raii^ Thuringia in die cxntmy was rejoicing in a golden age and 
was able to nraintaia polidu] independence under its own tings utidJ 531* 
Numerous sit^ and remains sccavxted are attributnl 10 this dni&* Then the king¬ 
dom surcumbed before the 3^i^’ance of ihc Freaks, who were supported by the 
Si:ccms in die dechive hanJe. ^Hte seitiemcnt of dw land was pudred sdll farther 
by ihe victorious Frenks, Nor tmly did they to some esietii setde here ihetnsdvcs, 
but they aUo used other mbos for puqxifes of colcmimrion(placf-niifiifS in 
whose dearingi pushed beyond die old woodland boundary, into tlie primev^ 
forest, wlikli muit srill have been very extensive.* Thus the districi mmi the 
Unstrui to the Obre and Oker was p^y opened up, through North Swabia, 
Frieda, and Hessen CSohwabeft^i% Friesenfdd, ITasseg^u)> 

A very ttiLeiiEive colonizarion must have taken pLu^ especially in western 
Tlmringia, |udgmg from the place-names and from the tiumctous toyaJ esiaies^ 
w-hicb first occur in the fonrpes from die eighth ccomiy onwairfe,^* TTib Frankkh 
colonizarion musi certainly bdofig in part to the latcrfdghtli and itintb) centuries* 
Meanwhile new migjtirions into Thuritigia took place.. When the Mcrovinghm 
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king Sigibcn wai df&aced an rfifi EIJjc m his second war the Avaj:s in 

those of the Thurtngiaas who were beewAcn ihe Elbe and the Saak mtmEec) 
btitm the onruidi of their cwmtess ihc A^^irs and Skvs* Then many Saxara^ 
who had pmhably settled hm after the fall of the Thuringiin kingdom^ moved 
3wsry tn onder tn eociqner Italy and Alboin^ king of tlKlombards (56S). "Hiey ans 
supposed bter to have asked King Sigdbm for tbdr earlier dwclOng-pbees and 
to have nrceK'td thetn ; bat they had fira to win them in hsrf fighting from the 
Semnones, who had settled there merowhile* In ^94 the inh^itants of the 
Werenofdd rebdied against the Fratikitp and werei^uelled wichmiidj bloodsheds 
Hien^ in the seventh ceniury^ this distiict was oempied by the Slav% pfesdn^ 
farw;ml from the cast under Samo, Ihent was nnw great fighiii^ apin$t dtem^ 
and King Diigabert, in d|x, undertook a campaign froni Mfin?. to Thuringia, af^r 
he had made sure of ^ppnrc from ihc Saxons lo the north. Thus it ts probable 
that the Tliuringiin district of North Swrahb^ Frfesengfiu, and Hosvegaiij later 
(about too) be»me dependeni cn the Saawis in leturo for protection a^inst 
the Slavs. Tlic Bm ro win thh dJbtnci Isdc for ilie Ftankiah kingd^ was the 
Arnolfing Pippin^ Mawr of the Palace^ in 74JS, 

Ajccordit^ to Lex An^Gcmm et whlcii onginated Itete, 

thou^ we have it only in a CaroUngtan cedactiem (r, 801-j), tbeie wot very 
considerable difiOTnocs of rank amo ng the Anglo-W4iaii* Ttierc Is a nobility 
whose wergeid is three dmes the val ue of that of ihc commoTi frecracn^ who in hia 
turn is vidued at twice the rate of the frecd-man (lialf-free}* Individual ptopeny 
m Und scetm n? be fully developed.^ The free man Imd the n^t to grant his 
inhmtnnoe to anyone he chose (c. ^4).* Only male descendants had the 
of ioberitance in the alodp so that if there were no sons the nearest male rekrive 
of the fikjher was the heir (<l itS)* Tlte woman could ttave only movable 
property (Gemde). It is noteworthy ihat here, too^ it h forhlddcfi to sell freemen 
£xtr& pfiSTLm (e^ 40)* From these decrees we may assnme that at an early 
[tme onnsidefahle difTerences had appeared m the: cottdittorrs of ownersliip. At 
any rate, ihe grat sdgneuriiil esmt had already attained ccmstdcrable irnpormnce 
ij is by du; soda] dificrenfiaiiou of die nobility, the dasst of treed- 

men, and the sale of freemen. The ease with which dw tadivtdital freeman could 
dispose independeniJy of bis inltedtance explains the extensive subdivision of 
land-cwnersiiipj which is peculiar to the freld di vhiortof the n^onaJ German open 
field vUIago. The oldest charters md bnddxKiks ([/rtatt) of tLe tkJily endowed 
nioiiasicriea of Fuld^* Lofscli,^ and Hersicldp* which slujw widely srotfered 
possessions/ bear witness to tliK TIk e^dficiice of tlyssc condittota in ceniral 
Germany is espedaily [mportant, for ibcre can be no questton of the infruHice of 
die Roman system hercj and German pecullaridf^ are thcicfore all the mote 
obvious. 

Similiar hypotheses may also be applied to the Saxons Tlie various German 
peoples who came gradually to be included under tins name, spread from the 
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Cimbriiin pennisub mid the Ur^tr Elbe dong rhe N<tfth Sea ftvrr the district of 
fbe Thtnee, b the first of the Christian 0% dtey timkrtook 

pmhtotj takU wntwanb ar>d abu sfinead soutbvank the Hart. Tht^' foreec! 
the Fnuik« bsict Irotn i^Tandm ^od BmUnt, and aliedy tn die fourth ceniury diijy 
WEte settling in Gauf and so ^coe mto contact with du; Romatik 

Together with ttte Franks, b 5 jt, they conqueml fhe Tbodogini kingjckntt, and 
thm obtained ihe nortlteni part of Thurbgiii as far as the Unsmit Some of them 
^nen[ to Bfitalnf and fcninded several kingdoms ibete. 

TJie area of ibcii- scitlemerits was cjciensive and the foriois of ibdr cviontzaijim 
s^jrjod ^iCcafdEng to the natural conditions of ihe T}t£re are nu early accounts 
uf tire Saxons mm which direct Informatton on tJiis mattier can be derived^ and 
OUT pkmre has^ thereforei to he foimded on indirect and 4i p^u/iafi coac\imjom 
drawn &om later aocouniB bdongiag to the Ftaoktsh period^ and from iIh; 
modern fietd and village plans- An attempt has b»i made^to throw light on 
the subject from two diflerent 5id«. Both iheoHes proceed from ^^estphatia atid 
are basted on conditions diere. In the second Itdr of the eighteenth oeomry, 
J. J. Moser regarded be conditions of peasmt agriculture prev^ling in bis home 
as a dtrecc survival of early German condtoDns^ and, writing as he did at the dme 
of the Liberadon of the ser6, ihougfir that die Germans settled side by side in 
free, wTlbto-do pea^sant conuniiiuiic^ Mdcrea, on ihs odier iiand, thnught that the 
single homesteads of WestpholLa were the type of seidemmt pemlUr to the 
Celts ; each of these homesteads, he iherugtk, essentially sumaunjl^ by 
the bnds bdcFiiging to it, and this pFOpmy took the form of enclosures 
he. square or round plo^ each oi whidi was surrounded by l>edg^ or dJtidie^ 
The tact tliat the lioldbg^ were thus enclosed memu dm they lay scattered 
over the whole area of land beltmgjng id each pLace-^ Thh earlier C^tk se ttle- 
meni^ tre thought, b mamtained to the pre^t in ^'^estpltalb, for tl^ Germans 

for the znost part adopted it tu^dmuged^* It b ^vtous dm th^ is some agree¬ 
ment Iiere witJi Mdscr^s point of \^cw. Both scholars assume » cominaliy from 
die first seoltmieiu: to moderti tun^ 

Mdezen's assumptions, some of whicli have been adopted withoui 
and often copied, do not stand close mmitiiizioa Quiie apart from the [nner 
contradictiotis of Ills argumEzir, lIie elemcnrs of w^bpeh it is camiposed wilt no 
longer hold waiter; Henning's detdlod criddsm of liis work* showed that 
what appear to be single homesteads are often later ^iibdi^iaiontrt of vill^je- 
serilements which have been broken up.* Hia exanaptes are the more noievv’orihy 
because tlity arc taken from Sclil^wig-HoUcein and Danish terriiory, whii 
were the early mbal lands of the Saxons. Not only does he thus demonstrace 
the uncertainty of coatmuEty^hut beolso poinis mu thatMeic&em^s Celtic hypothesU 
b itself iintei^le, since it b incpirect; that single homesteads w^ere tAe CeEtic 
sys^m of setilemenn* Moreover, mdioeologicaj evidence (cemeteries and other 
excas'viiiofis) leads us to ociidude dial nucleated settlements caristed in WstphaLb 
and among ilic Saxons, as for example in Bedtum-* Otiskk Wflipbilla old 
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Saxon village scttl<.-Tncnt$ bive been found near Sievem, not far from the M>-catIed 
Pippimbufg (north of GntemOndey and in the ndghhDturhood of Ldirte * 
FinalJy^ tb^ dem^anon of tlie Saxon p»^i~hou$e from the old Celtic family 
btpuscj -which Meiixfii used to support his theoiy^ mm ako be given up as 
tmiembte-* 

H* Jellinghaus, an cxcdknT scholar of Wcstplialixn conditiofi^ showed 
ti^t in a number of tUsmets in Woiphalia old nudeafed oocuTj, and 

are ifi some places acivmUy in the majority; and that in some cases ttii; crigin^ 
fom of ihofi^; p^sani groups, arc called vilhi in htstorical sourca of 

the twelfili to ihc fotirceenib centuries, still appears aa a group or row of peasant 
home? Iliads adjoining one another. The estates of rriiniitdna&s, wludi are later 
than the peasant homesteads, lie amgly, Most of die single homesteads of 
lo-day are those of old mark-ootters.”* Research into Westphalian place-nanics • 
lias coitfirtned the thcnf>' that piaces ending in are as a rule the uldest aetilo- 
ments^ In this comtectiejn anodber pheacimmon ato desar^'es do^e consideration* 
Qf about right hundred place-nsnies in tluec-quarters ute fbmied with 

proper names; the rest are compoundt^ with only a few other wordi-^ Tliis 
indicates a considetahle exrensidn of sdgneiinat estutes even at rhai early time. 
On the other hand, the pbce-naraes tn which imply a l[mtted and prticulaj 

district, and are the nearest approach to Mdtzen*s single immesiEads;, are recog^Tiied 
KP iamr foxmadDm appemng frtjm the eleventh-^entuiy onwards.^ Here 
we must take into acctnmr the fact, which lias been proved in rite ose of the 
neighbouring Frisians," iliar the conditiems of the dghteenih centuty as ]* Moser 
saw ihcni, are partly at Icasi ilje product of later changes ^ * all the more 
because the common freedom (or honour”) nf the Westphalian peasants, 
»o mndi emphasized by Mi>ser and othei^ is certainly no nuore a survival from 
the distant past than ii is in FriesJandd^^ ft should be particularly noted that 
the oldest sources, whether Land Books {Ur&art) or land grants gjvc numerous 
examples of un^co tenants on sdgneuria] estates ; nor do ihey ocair only in 
ardikpiscopal and mcmasdc sources, far we also find them menlioned in lay 
chartm* Tlie process goes so lar that, for example in the W'erdeft Lamlbaok% 
the surrendered property is r^oned nci so much in hufenCmanji) as in 
acKl grams are made of iati (Sti) ^ as w'ell as of ootTjtts^^* 

To all this nmy be added the archaeolDgical results of the great excovarions 
imdertaken during the last few decades. They show that e^'en In pre> Frankish 
rimes there were in rbe Saxon rertitory nor only forts of refuge {t^t>Iis6iirgtn\ 
buE also SreOfts of the nobUity, wtiich became Ic^ points in the nulitary resistance 
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^ die Fiankish conqueroi^^ 5 fdiiLdilu&rdt| who ts chiefly respqmibt^ for 
this cvicknoe, h&$, it is mic, assumed thar die fortified Ic:ifds* cattles 
in North Gennany were first introduced under Charles the Cneat.^ I do nor 
diink, huw^^^i that there Is ianything against the idei that diit| too^ was a pte* 
Catoliugian devcTa|imenr, sudi as dint w^ch he Jiats assurned dbewhert" Schiudi^ 
hardr himsdf remarked thin the fortified casde **gfcw of iit own accord on 
Fnmldsh Eemrory fTtmi a Roman foundation But H. JeEimghaii% observiitg 
the coinddence of the frequent ploce-itamc tfrri (fortnsss) widi ropl paL4)ces 
tn north-west Gcnnariy, anjiely argued iliat die Franks prohably changed old 
Saxmi fomesses into pbces,^ and Agahd remarked that the old Sa^on K^id^urg 
(near MJdlum) and the rather later PippinstFUig (near Geestemilnde), were not 
destroyed aftijr the Franld^ conqueat tin w^eie by the Invaders.* 

We can now see die importance of Lmgiewi^sche's stai^nents abouj the 
trdAeis mcruiofbtd by Ptolemy in the second century even if these were 
not ciues but onJy large villages- According to iiis ititcrpreQtiDfi of these 
place-naTpes, they ky just on those old lin^s of communication and si tes wtiene 
prdiisioric and early Franksh remains have been found andj, above alt, w!icre 
these F<}/ksiurgcfi and lords" burgs have been eccavaiccL^ We may also add 
lie evidence of the finds of coins which have been made tn the old Sxxon tc^tory,^ 
and which prove that as early as the fifth century Sa^vou nobles or chkfs possessed 
treasure in the form of numerous gold coins« It is therefore higMy signifiimit 
that some at least of these finds have been made in the very pta^ where ihos^ 
burgs stood^ or on Tootb of comiuiinucatioit which were later used again and 
fordfted by thfi Frants, The place where die great Dormuind treasure was 
eiccnviited lies dose to die old military ro^d called Hdlweg Hahnenkampt 
near Eelime^ li^ on the old road whidt tan from the Eresburg on the Diemel 
(near Obermarsberg) past the Iburg (near Dributg) and ilte Skidrobutg (near 
Schi&ler on the Emmer} and then on to Mmden and the Porta Wesifklica,^^ Hms 
it was exactly on die Hne of the old Saxon burg^t. The rematns at Lengarkh 
were foitnd on a hill called " W^lagc under great landraark-^onea-^* Perhaps 
this na me and place deserve closer attenficuit if we consider It in connection 
with die Wahlabiitg (soudi of Sdierfede on the Diemet), whidi, according to 
Schuchhardt^ is a sm^l fiimily castle {Dytuiitcniurg).^^ But enougil of guess 
workl One fact b already quite dearj there can be no douht shat at chat 
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rime ^tai nmom]"" csutra ewEcd fn Siixony ^nd were e^pedally cfevdDped 
on iix extiensive properties of ib* old Saxon t^Ailitvv At airy rate there was 
a difFer^darion in tm condirions of bnd-owiiiership. 

We gee our (ir$t clear ingigfir in to Saxon condiiions in the Franitiih petiod 
after the subjection of the Saxons by Qurks the Great. TJiis undouhTedly 
cTused grot efaangt^ A considerable prt of the population kiltedi many 
imt led away a$ hostages and scattered tkrough the wide Fr 4 inkish tcmiory after 
the Rotmn Eishkrru^ In cirder to break their tou^ r^istaiuse;, fomfied places 
rrae n«tsS 3 ry, ^ x«s lo fadiiDte teidhrcx^metits, Hcnrt the cstabibliment of 
new hurg% and foTiMcaf and of roods protected by fomfkd royal residence 
Altschicckc is reoDgnjzed as om of ihesc new Fnenkisti foundations^ and it lias 
been sdmwti that many buiidjiig^ winch tised to be cottsidered ^5 preJibtoric or 
early GermaiL, belong 10 this rime/ Tt Is not, of cour^ to be supposed 
riwt there was a complete eatpfopdarion of the whole narivc popubimn^ althou^ 
dieir ob$dnai^ ever-recuiriii^ resistance to iheir Frankislv eonquerors nti^f 
oettainly often have led to coniisfXirioR of land and loss of freednen. Tlie cob- 
quered people often sank into a half-fiee sate fliul probably sofnenmes rnto 
cotnpleie Ne\ertl iciest, there was cenainly a consderahle residue of 

the old Saxon nobility and of the common fiMmen, two cUses which did noi 
wtjoUy coindde/ Ilcncefora’and tlie half-free popukriofl grew hxmi two sides 
at once, for not only was there adegradadon nfclasaes whidi liad previously been 
free, bui there was also an emandpaiion of serfs, especially after die church 
gained a firm footing by. the con version of the heathen Saxons. 'Fhe 
scaitercrd position of iheir new lands, dikfly ocqurreci by individual ^nts;, 
makes it iuipoKible that every one of these imuiy great esmies should hai'e 
jintiTed its cicpioitarinn ro ont dm^ne lann (^yrToritrur * Tills does 

not imply tb*r all freemen personally culrivaiec! dicir own Unti h is cennin 
that parts of it were ^ven out in retiuo for a rent (census) to half-ftee men and 
serfs to be filled by The beginnings of the bier AfmtmcAt wrerc prebahty 

»o be seen ^ iIig Venerable Beck spoke of viiiui in reference m die Saxotis of 
the Conrineni/ On tbs other hand^ fteemen ore found as tenants on ehtu-ch 
lands in records such ss those of Wenien * and Corfjeu^ It has already been 
mentioned riiat diere h evidence of the existence of coitew ai thU early daie*“ 
TTie rhfiCMy that this das® arose later, in consequence of the throwing logether 
of Bevoal Bujin in order 10 lease diem is untenable, itudi 1 ms 

been wntten about ihelr origin, and the suggesdon lias retcculy hmx revh'ed 
that they developed out of the jm'i Xhis niay beDorrcct, but fthamm 

may also be right in identifying tliem with ilie younger ‘sons of the peasant 
These expianarions do not exclude one another. The cotters 
can hardly all liave been serfs, os the earlier theory supposed. 

Day-labourers, the In Schleswig-Holsrebi, ntiy al$o Imve been 

* n* * d Cir Sdiudiharat^ ^ di. 

* CX Wifiidi, CtwfJkgrrxAi^c^ Ailwirng;! mutdin Wl J« oidil tttir ttgTf 

ttcbUch VLcHien C^rrmitioiKtiiiiDa, fwkm auch liboi und LiEcn ihra tUUcs atiyeownillim.'* 

* See y CttkdiHlqn Iq J. Kar^&igu Zmt^ I** ^14. 
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empbytid Em and thm nn die demciTK- or on pciKuinis* iKddlnjjs^ ilif fore- 
nifUKfS of dte dagm^Au of jbe SadTsm^i^jeL TJjcy <stiinof knvt incicty 
tbc desccndonii d* tbt Sti ? for Mtainly tbfft was mudt tnoit fiwdom of tnove- 
in the agrarian world than dbwec! by ibc urEer manorial rlieory. 
For example the Carolinian ioof oes allow ts fioi only ftte tpeti, bm the mnn 
of other iiitd% as domiciled and pying cm upon the Werden domairta,^ 
The records tdl us naibing in lEese isiiller times of asetilcmcQE by Cmwlies 
□r fifse cotnrntmides. There wm 110 free Maric-iissocknoas m Westphalia 
then,* and anotber espJanniion may be found for what little evidfiiice wt; have 
of die importarice of lamily or dan. The Lex SaxionUin decrees iliat a fr« 
man who is commetided to a noble, and who h obliged by genuine nece^ty 
to clispDse of hia inhericed land,' imi&ioficr it first 10 his tdadves t but this Gmuot 
be taken as evidence of tbe survival of an eaifier &iniJy“K™iiefshlp. For* as 
rlw deOTcs which follow show* it is a question not of a right of countcr-ddixi 
but of a right of pre-emption* appi^mdy regulated by social and poliacaJ eon- 
siderarionSp Feum the standpoint of tl^ time in which the Saxon Law was 
drawn up* and of the iiuercss of the Frankish state, wfiidi mu^ have been taken 
into account* it a sensible proceeding to keep ^ diu^ of freemen in workjr^ 
order and to secure the eeonomte basis of ihdr irtistence as long la possible. 
To arrive at a correm untfcrsianding of the tnartier we musr compare the decree 
made shortly before* by whtdi the sunendifr of Jimditat}' properry is forbkldeu 
if the lawful bdr is thmby dkinlieriied* urdoss it be gntnted to the king or to 
tlic dturth (it is plain enough which intetesis predomkiaffil). Such suxmidef 
IS penmtEed only in case of starv^ition and if the gnmlor Is supported by die 
receiver of die pfopetty. The diief aim Imt ts obviously m guanmtee the 
fTtinuniim of mateml esdstcnce* and the limliatiun docs noe, tfactefote, ^PP^y 
die dfspusal of ftmncifla. 

Cofididons tu Sddeswig-lloktetnr especially in Ditiimarschenip are often 
comidcml to*<hy to dtow distinct iT 3 ce$ of old German family settltmenip* 
Here It is said the free peasants (Bonden) had tematned from the earliest rirrtes 
had been able to develup m free pea$anr ligruriiLn widi community 

righ ts in the Mark, while nmnoriaUsm and serfdom decreased The earliest settle^ 
tnents are. aogptding to this view* dan w'htdi were later drvdoped hy 

the ShcAtoi kumuen) and thdr iubdfvijion, the JChfitn^ Ir Iw 

recently been temarkiod by Sering fhai the Sl^Aten to notiic extent ar 

my TUie* andfidal groups Enro which strangers could be ntceived* and whkb 
were by no means aJwaw idemiesd with ihe dans/ Tie widely admitted similarity 
add dose rektioiulup of these coadiuoiis to those in Fri^and should wam 
us to be caurious. Id tin? biter iihas b^ai proved ihat the freedom of die peasants 
and die tesuluint agrarian sysiem was a Eater development* and this must be 
considered probable in die case of Scldeswig-HDlslciti ako^ so long as there is 
no evidence of die continuity of modem conditions from German times. Die 
documentary proofs gtven above for the exisieuce of the great esmie and 

* Cl u, ut, 

* C£ lieimidHi SchvR% "" Scidioi- ^ Godk. li WstflhL Mnrli laitl Mlu^k^moEBciKii^x ** ui AL 

MoiHr, BdSN^ |. Qwwik. BCR ^ad^L, aniL li wevi ij. 
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of wukspTt^d Hsifdoqi among the OU) &oupn% afid the cemtemporvy accounts 
of their miiitary sTOigdffined by munetotis caaa|»%mi and rtids,* 

aU poinf to th^ fact that m otrLy Saxon timeA (as among tlie Ai^q-Saxons) an 
individimlistk and se^rmrbl system okted^ and not a systeoi of ccmunimtsm 
and equal rights, 

in nDTth-w»t Germany the Friskits occupy i pwiEiir posidon. Some 
scholars krve thought that among tliem the old German pasonc-HcuItJviuiun 
by free and equal setdcis sutvived with especial tenadty throirEh-out die oetmiriei.* 
Even in Ronum dmes they [>D$sessed port of the land wheve they nciv 
Biu it must be emphasked that in the process of settlemeni impertant maveznents 
by the Frisians also took places From their crig^rvaL liome rmind the Zuyder Zee,^ 
'whm Tadtus knew tinena (G^manM* 34), they spread gradually to the Ems« In 

11 Drusus brought them under Roman rule, und after taking part tu the 
tebelJion of rhe Bacavi diey contimied in a loose dependence on Rome* 

Tliey did not, howev'er^ join in the advance of the Franks and Alonanni against 
Roman territory bi die Rmrifa and fifth centuries ; and ti has been presumed 
dui ilkw had then spread to the East, after the Oiaud bad retorted from 
the lujrdtcm sea ocxicsl* No defiuite condusions are possible on account of die 
lack of docuiuentary evidence fur the following CEnturics. They eaicfge into the 
li^t with ihi^ subjection by die Franks, which took place about the middle 
of the abttli ttntaryj* mid was at first prub^ly titrf at all severe. At the end 
of the seventh century the West Frisians, who had advanced ro die isbrub at 
tlie mouth of the Sdiddt^ were finally subjected by Pippin of Heriii^ ( 63 p)* 
Ha: Middle Frisians 'ft^cre Joined 10 die Ftankisti kingdaiu by Charles Martel 
(734), the East Frisians (who by that time had spread beyond the Oder) 
by Charles die Great 

TTic true licme of the Frisians was the inaccessible marshland, separated 
by low' stretJidKs of swamp and moor from the htgli inland Geest (sandy soil). 
Thus they were well protect^ on the land side, and it is tliercfote possible 
that they settled from thedirecriou of the sea, first of all on fin: marshlandt whence 
they advanced into the Geest.* As regards Frisbn types of serdement, it is 
impossible to say tliat either isobled homesteads or villages were exclusively 
ihe more undent forms of seitlcment^ From tlie earliest tfmes dtere must 
have been dxfierenceSt arising from the difibvnt types of land avaUabk. 
In Roman times and even eaHtEr> du need for dyke$ promoted co-openUfm 
among many neuters, to diar larger vilb^ setdemcnis least cannot baxe been 
tare at m early date. This is evidaif frotti the Ltx Frimr^um of about Sm.^ 
The oldest Landhooks (£/ritfre), epedaily thMc of ilie monagterv of Wmkrt, 
prts of wluch dare hack to tire ninth century*, show that large villages were in 
existence ibai- Individual propenies are ckfiiKd, as they are to-day, accordii^ 
to thdr pCksition In die chSereni pares of the vtlkge^ which is mnurd as a whole 

* C. ZkicrT^ IFWciuum u, im (wtrmm. Mfram, 179 f£ Mod^ ^ 
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Inujer-v Vordcr^ Ilinttfr- N.).* aJsO^ fo ifce 

the pbce-desaiptiQiia vi/As snd %-kus occur ss wtll as curds or bi these 

ta^-regiBlera we coimlsjntly fiud plaoe-names iiv and * i also 

Dtbers rn *irm a^icf -sic/fo, 

Tliat some of ihe villages were of considerafafe shcc, is proved by tlte 
earliesT land charrers of the monasiery of Wer(kn+ wbiat: on one occasion a 
rwelfth of a villa b Scatter^ noss^oas ^'erc obvidusly die rule- 

Lay and ecdeslasiical lauds are found in the some and oRai iulertect one 
another, becatise pans ofmberitnnces (Awtiiftw) * It^ve been ^vtn tip by rhe laity 
tn ihfi ^iirch* FTcqueudy in dianets it is said of the cottv^^sr ihat the gifts 
were made pro ^capiume tua*^ Sale and pmebasc and exdjaug)^ which ts also 
meniiorbed/ musi have given, rise to an active land market ai an early date, atid 
numerous budownm eatisted th eidi vilbgCp Eacli oi the properti» granted 
it defined In and wgue, pertica£, and even ptSfUkrs** Tlissc also serve a£ a 
measnjrement in assessing the tent (icmta) to he levied on each property. Tine 
land to be tiirtefiffeied is also described as terra mhmilmm Of Scu/nt by which 
pasture-lanil is chMIy mfiint. it is inporrect, however, to argofl from this 
agaiMt die existence of Hufen or of a tysbem of ffufiiu Id die stme very early 
sources^ from wliicli tiuse descriptions are taken^ tlieie is also moitiDri of 
joridt and numsL* ffovc also Occurs, probably with the same meanii^*^ I believe 
that the frequeui term virga must atso^ like die Anglo-Sason virgata^ have 
the same meaning-^ [/ardc is also found with a sinaibr significance.^ 

MetrzCTi's theorj' is tliat fiujen in FriesIaiuJ me due to a tnmsfmnoe of 
Frankish arrangeiueriis wlilch did not become tiaturmliised tmtil CarultngiaTi 
rini«,“ and that the fnrmatiou of polders wtridl prcsinnahjy began ther\ and die 
regukdng of Sooded maislicsj led to a division into strips^ w'bers^ fn earikr 
times the mandibnd had been divided into irregular enclosures and blocks. 
This^ however, is one of Misitztn^a arbitrary scaiefnents. Tltcre are (a^ 
luve poimed out) no records for ihe preoeding period. The terms tn w^hici 
the propertks ore desaribed, especially virga, ore evidence against Frankish 
ofi gi fii and coincide with die Anglo-S^on method of cliarectcfiEntioji- This 
block-shitpcd division of die acre^ may also be due to a Inter division or 
die rounding off of inKprifam'iiML On the oiber luind, the sunilarity of die strip 
system cannot lie due only in srigncurial interest, but may be explained in 
the l^t of ^gncultutal tedmkpie and the eristecce of good and bad tand^ The 
difierent types of land in the Gocsi make scartemd property necessary, if the 

■ /£4iwdU I7j'4ctfv, M, -iS : ^in e^iciiori TKu^lli, m Hlpmm IK “ j IblA, 41 j “ in uliifw 
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Fiiliii^cirtls;^rpet Aeuonrb^^ Aidofiiharpep Otadkafp?! cw:- 
^ [bicit T4t note 9 l 
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Stittkfs are io Juve Eniidlngs of vqual valuer Tl\t imrefslirnds sSlcw eacii 
fen (D be ti&ed separately ns grassImuJ or plot^sbnd. Moreovrrp a dJvidon 
of plctf ihiw fiurrowiifcil by ditcltcs has teclmiol disadvaousge^ Tbt^ 
field systOTw and forms ttf ^dement may easily be e^alained &om ilw sotiras 
—on the tine hand the completely fiec div^ibiUiy of the land down to the smallest 
parcels cm the otiitr hand agricuituml ccKoperstitHi a common 

danger, mid the subordmadim of the whole arrangetnem to the common interest. 
We nc^ DOT* however, go so far as to assume tl^t llie selilemcnt of the marsh- 
buds was carried otii by free associadom, whose chiefs we^e army coptaina 
and leaders of deve!oping commujiides,* it is much more tmponant lo atrrai 
the dominatmg lote which was already ac diar early date being taken by dje 
great estates m Fiksland.* They carried out the settlement side by ride and 
together with the free landow’iwrs.' Tliis view is supported not oniy by ih* 
ev'idence of the great eccCesiasticd esmtes^ bat by the condnrions in^ to die extent 
of by propeny^ which maybe inferred from the size of individiiid gifts by secular 
landowners to the clmrdi.* 

On the other hand tliose fonns of Iimded property are lackingi which 
elsewliere arc usually takn as evidence of the senbrnent of fi«e cormiiumlks. 
In Friesbnd ihere were no Marks, in ih< sense of folk-^andj at diis early date-* 
As a marter of fact, eomnion btnd^ mf/wej occurs both in the nurrii fand and 

on the Geest* Th»e plots, bpru-ever, are not the comtuon property of free viDoge 
cotnrnunkies. but are barren and unproductive tracts of village Imd," whiiA 
WOT left undivided for the cotmnon use of tl te Inhabitants, in proportion to the 
CTF df dicar tndivlduiil holdings and as an appurtenanoe of the latter* TJie 
ijse and miinagemmt of diis waste w-as jouitly regulated by ail thesetdets - gtozing 
was controll^ by common shephHds tor economic reasons^ so that some mi^tt 
nut be at a disadvantage owing lo the exhaustion of the best hjdl[kr by a few 
indm duals. The expre^ion kcut^rik or hemrik does nor imply a common Mark, 
but simply this " coininon 

The idea tlrai the early Frbians had ahnost no dlbge hut only exteiirive 
stOck-raisLng^^ which has adduced ui support of rite llteciy of communal 
cultivation, is based cm assumptions which we mfeied by the passage in Tadt^ 
in whLdi Im says that the Frisians, who liad pressed forward to tlic Lower Rhine 
in Nero’s fimct huilt permanimi dwellings ai once and began in dll the biti* 
Tadius' fenher remark, ta^ut patrwm lolum sltaws tliat this h4uJ 

been the regd^ pradice among tliem ui their homelaiid 

The distdhution of property amerng the Fnrians tn thflse early rimes was 
very unequal- Aocoiding to the Lcs Frtrionum a nofajhty appears side by ride 
widi the freemen, and Ehere are also half-free Jmi and i^ree mm.* Cliarles 
the Greul^s summons to tlie liDSt in Sc57 calls up graft and royal vassali^ and 
ca&allurii while on die otlier liand only limited duties are laid upon dte 

pauperwr^t every six of whom liad lo fit out a seventh mare** The caAotfoffj 
are haitity nobles, bur perhaps frilly free men wIh> w^ere rich enough to rake the 

1 JyJlui in Ststat^* u. MG.^ qrfl fli 
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Bdd on horsebadL^ Thk h cWdemo? of thif <!^e«isive horse-breeding, w^kich 
dim fctnn a early <kta^ iji ccnaotjyHia; of the eonsideiabk streiclw 

of grazing Und>* The ifafiory that there was ms nobittry Mmon^ the Fristacis but 
that the nobUh of ilic Lex meam the full frmien has been soflidaitiy disproved-* 
It has already been mendorwd that die Frisians came carjy into can^ci with 
the R<mmns and ihdr oiliurc^ They tepeaiodly fought witii diem as ndgjoboitrt 
In the firs* century jlo. ; th^ liter pfovidod ilicm with lujxiliirics; imd a$ d,tring 
traders tliey canut from iheir settJOTencs at the mouth of the Ltmer Bhiae op 
the river into Roman teriiory wirii their wares. Thus, not only Imd diey ampk 
oppottunity to leun Romaji but they we^ the tneaiis of carrying these 

customs badt inro the interior of Germany. 

ft was in this manner^ rheu, dbt the occuparion of Und by the various 
Gentun tribes look place on the Condnenr. 1 have purposely tried to 
it in detail in oeder to give the necessary tmis on which to form an opiniOTi 
as to iis tesul&p These were nndouhD^ly far^rsiching $ and in this I agree 
with the opmions of allschotats up to the present dme. Rcmim rule wasabolislied, 
and in general the old pcIJtica] order broke doti^'CL But this not mie in derail 
of oli pTTV'aic ri^ta We saw that, fust m the so-called a^ of migration 
not a time of savage dstruction iwid complete demolition, even » the wgis 
of conquest and the Bghting during the occupation itself did nm ouse an unvary¬ 
ing devastation dong the whole line- In order to undetstand the results of this 
great transformatioftf we must not look at the matter only from the standpoint 
of the etmquered Romans, 33 it b reflected lti conuanpomry writcfs^ but we 
must stand apart from it a$ irnkpendem crfdcs,and study the new order to which 
it acrudly gave me- I do not imply that a compile rwrgmization of sodety 
look pkjre Ef D]iu& Tlib impossible:* above alJ in die ecoDOntic and sodd 
sphere* But new foundations had been laid for peaceful rectetstruction in the 
CKiKiicpiceed tfirtitories, which were now safely in tile possession of their now 
rulers- It will be the task of tiic next chapter to describe those foundadotts. 

s Hkx wm: Btu tttffKd iRer tbe in, the Captm b i y. IWfaB|M the wkWi bnme- 
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CUAC>T£^ V 


TTIE DIVISION OF THE SOIL AND AGRARUN ECONOMY IN 
THE LATE ROMAN AND EARLY MEDIB^AL PERIODS 

E arlier sdiobrs, in coi^L[iicr[p? of tbdr concepiioiii of ilieiso-catled folk- 
migiaiiali and of the Cernian conquest of tlse West Roman Empire^ found 
tbem.sclv'cs in s posLrion of constminf when they ome to describe Gemum maierial 
dviiizftdon. For if die andent and lofiy dvilitaiiDii of the Romans had succumbed 
t£> ilid^ desmicdvc inmKlaiiom of migntnon, and if all fhat Ecrme stood for 
tiad been swept arws^^ by the Getman barbanons during the conquest^ the imme- 
diisie ctmseqtimce would be an ituemjpdon of dvilizutioii—a de^cadem in 
Vo!taIre"s sense—which neaessimted the assumpdon ihai afterwards everything 
would have to be bnllt up again from the beginiimg- These utterly uadviliz£^ 
German canqumu^ would have gradually and painfully m rediscover and work 
om all that itad once on tJie fiir side of Urn great burial ground of civLlka- 

licHL ^ This would be true borh In the economic and in the Social ipliere. If 
the Germans were depicted during the land oeajpariem cf the sixth otnnirv as 
free and equal peasants^ so fir without any polldcal organizarign and if, therefotCp 
they' settled in communldes of it wauld seem a plausihle tbeory timt 

their whole agrarian economy rested on aasoebtiens which Jiad a common 
ri^it to the settled bndj the Mart/' without any private ownersliip of ai^le. 
Widiin the frame^^ork of this picture there was as Ittdc room in early German 
soctety for the great esate as for a stronger social orgj^izauGrL 

Those who piomtdgaced this earlier tlieoiy do ni>i seem lo have asked them¬ 
selves iseriou&Iy how, given those hypotheses^ the complete economic Isobripn* 
which had Ic^cally to be ascribed to tius primitive development^ could possibly 
have been overcome in such s sliort rim^ and that hy barhaiims who had so 
ttscmdy shown themselves completdy hostile to culture, 'fhe expedient by 
which they sougln m supp<iTt their theory di>cs not give any sariafactory answer 
ID dtis question. TIte dLsiincttou tismlJy made between the Romati pr^miaal 
r^kms (su^ as Gau], Sjjdn^ and Italy) and foe purely Gennan districts, is esserL— 
tially ai vamnee with the foeorj*^ itadf, which bolds that in diese Rmnim pfovincttr 
the Roman towns and y^ettlemeois w'ete humt and destroyed and the population 
masacted or led away into slavey*, while ^Scanty temnani was teduDed mscrfdoni, 
and iis lands expropriated. It is diffiadl; co bdXeve that uncultured conquefors 
so qukidy tost their savagery imdcr the influence of a few setfe, aiKl that after 
3 single century (only the $evmth ts left for tlic purpose) they are in a position 
to build up whai Imd been so ihoroughly overthrown and trampled under foot 
for At lest three (the fourfo to the idxth}. Indeed^ from the sodologfiail pomt 
of view, it is unposadMe to find ary plausible reason why th^e German laniL 
owners, living tmly for War and the ch^ and never labouring in the fields them- 
sdv'es, should have oondescended so quicldy to do the despSod servile work of 
iheir Roman subjiccts. It was certainly easier lo live upem rent than to wrst 
a sdiify livelihood from tbe soil by thrir cFwn labour. 
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But whm iibaur ihe great ^owurkt esiaie (Ctwffttrrt^Aafiy ? How did 
it cutler mro the free p« 3 ssit repttbUci of Gttrmtis ? Irs ajitpeatnmce dertairtly 
Ciutnot be apLuDed by the argumenEs comnionly addiiced to Binm dun it b<gm 
m djc dgjuh and ttijuli centude^ cspecialiy if tbe fiypoihesci are correct oon- 
ceming die Germain cconEKnic and soda] organmidon from whicb It h 
CO hxvc dc^Tioped. Fw the communal righu odgiiutUy enfoyed by the groups 
of fcee sdttem or Ntark-asmiats are iiippoaeil to haw oondntied tFuougJt dvc 
period when fmvaie ownsidup of amble land bcgati^ from abooi ihe ditih centufy 
otiwsnis, *rht right of the associate to veto ilie s^ement of strangers nmde 
it possible for ih™ to keep away any imweJcame Intruder, Tlic ri^ of the 
mtmartihy and the churth, both of which coOected a rich territorial propertyt 
caimot possibly iiave been the m.iin c^use of a new system so importaiti in rta 
conitaHjuenoes. At a riine when that fiystem was coiripteiely developedi they 
arc obvicrtiaJy striving to support and maintain the small free bmlois'nersj and 
not to desecoy tbem. Hm- was it, then, that die old freedom of German peasants 
and ^tmily groups disappeared $0 qniizkiy that in the eighih and ninth centuries 
w'e can perceive nodiing mote than a fehii tcflecrion of tt in die records of the 
monardsy and (he church ? The great seignenrial esmie is essentially incom¬ 
patible with everydi’tng that we have been told about the pecnliar tiaTure of 
German eccnonnc and sodal oi^ntmtion in that early per^. Why sliouli 
thi$ ford^ body-i so dangefously in&cijons, have found an enimnee into German 
dvilnsmoiTt when it had been abolished and destroyed three centuries earikr wiih 
um ikiJ of ihc West Roman Empire f 

Ttms the dienrics httherro betd ahoui the development of e^riy medieval 
dvilizatiofi will not bear a rational analysis. On the one hand they contradict one 
another tn detail, on the other diey do not allow* a suaightfonvard eyndtai$ of 
the liisforiciJ finis as they are known tx^-dsVj liut ctimpcl us to assume a rapid 
devefopmem by leaps ^tid bounds in order 10 bridge the gap* non farii 

ro/mr/ All tli^ difficulties and stumbling blocks dkappesir tis soon as we base 
our hirthfa: inv^tigaiion on tht two inaiii results of arth^logic^l discovety arid 
recent reseaixli into settiemenf^ which have been disoissed tn previous chapters- 
To begin wiilv there was no breach of dvilizatlan, but a condniitty of devi^Iop- 
ment, which may be traced everyw^iere iii towm and ootintty* Secondly^ wr have 
IP lecognire the oonsen'afism of tlte new'masters, who were not blind destroyers, 
but old coiiDDisseuis of Komoii culture, appreciating it nt its foil value. 

Tllere was^ therefore, no interruption of chilkaijDn and no catastrophe* 
Indeed, ibere was much less dc^ asEadon than used to be imagined- Such there 
was mu 3 i in part be asoihed to developments imdiir die late Roman Empire itself— 
ibe Sight of the ioioni from die bnd, and the gradual cessariort of the movemenf 
into tfic Downs, aemttipanied at the saute rirof! by coosidetabJe immigratton* A 
great increase of population must have been caus^ by influx of Germans into 
the Roniin provinces. Its cnnsecpenoe$ are striking in pla^ whm we have more 
dcfoijtc infomuitifin abenu the division of the land between Germans and Rjonmis. 
Tlie soil, whidi had hitherto belonged to the Romans, w^iis now half, or more tjian 
hdf, settled hy Germans- Tltey soon turned to its cultrvaiion, and the new labour 
now uvaibtblc supplied a lade, from whidi the laie Roman period had suffered 
considerably* Moteover, the actual immigralion took pbee on old ctiJtivaied land 
which was "already in occupation. The constructri'e activity of the new mastOT 
did not be^n in ihe desoladou of primidve forests, as wm once imaghied* It 
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bcpm In rxsiciTy ibc same places where tlic Ronums Iiad bhoined bcfDre ditnv 
The Germans seulcid li^irlc, md ofim in the midst of^ Rotoims* Tb^ mny often 
haw lit ihmr fires ofi RomiLD iiearthfi and put dwir liands to Udmim plcnighs. 

It is dietefcrre necessary^ above nil, to be elear to wiiaf liiey foui^ and 
ovacame in these Rutnan provinces, which wefe now their home. Tile mam 
part of the Roman soil on which th^ settled befonged to gt*at esmtjes and was 
ccrnseqiietitly organic on this basis. It Is out of these great llotnan estates ihac 
die new de\'dopmeni lakes its swr^ and we muse proceed from conditioRS which 
prevailed on tliem in order to imderstind thn tmtum of the itconstnictioTi- It 
will pedtaps be best to b^n by constderlng the Lnipcria! estates, not only because 
wr know most aboor the economy of the domaiiH hut becausej as has be™ ^howo 
early medieval devdepment ofren began tboe, and the royal and 

ducal estates, md indirccily mose of the cltun^, whidi p!ayed a decisive parb were 
lb derived fitmt imperial dumrinfi.^ 

From ilte be^ning we must keep Jn mind ttie bet titai great economic 
variety ahtady fidsted wMiin the Htnplrt in Rumaiit and t^pcdaHy in late Romany 
times. Tills was the esse not only in productiiaii biu also in economic 
tion, Ttie great e^te« of die Emperors (mhus) * were dirfcrently organked in 
east and west; d\ey were, for mstance, of girieater extent in Africa than in Iialy^ 
and were also In nwie comfsjct blocks. It must be emphasked tliat brge properde^ 
iatifunsSa^ do not necessarily imply a rxmipqct territory^ but may Li^iule many 
individual farms (Jirtitf) ■ in difierent districts, Tbciefotic property was not 
e^-erywlicre compact and Emdosed, but might be scalteted^ as w'as oftm the case 
in die Middle Ages.^ 

These Romait iaiifi/uSa ww nut units of krgewsolc farming with a 
OTtralbted economic m^jiagetnefit operating from one or more points On the 
coatrw, they arc remarkable ratl»r for their decefttralkatioo. From l^liny 
onw'itrda die diief complainr * against tlie was not that they wem great 

estates but dim they were converting independent free peasant properries mio 
small dependent leased farms.® We con clearly observe die dualism w^hich used 
often to be regarded as pecnilLir to the Cemum period. Part of the properly was 
managed by the owner^ espedaJty the " demesne ” whidi ky rcFund the castle 
{casiisiium} or die een*^ hnmesEead It consbted of the villa in die 

narrnwer sensC| be* the ikiusc and the group of fkm-buitdin|^ behniging to it^ 
usually snrruutirkd by a w-all and a ditdh*® Tlie demesne hind was die b®t pari 
of tlhf cstatcj its kemef, so to spe^. It was fiirmed by the the ferm-slavs 

of die CTvncr, with an actor or vilkxu as overseer and fuTn stewanL* Tlie por ctf 
die prtjpeny conristed of dm more distant anti scaitered parts^ given rn parcels 
small holdings to adml-. They lived in the vki circa vilimt or in fanns (ectfle) and 
owed n^E and service to the mam We se^ here d^ly the same combina- 

ti-on of independent and ccnarje-fcmtingw'hich k found in the early Middle Ages- 

* CL ff ff. 

^ W'cLcf + Dk ritft JfwgmL in iinr SiDilLUtm^f* d v, Prhmr^ t), Ad 
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Monsjvcr, Htcrc is a dcfinire gradation and a ccmsidetable dirvtlo)ment in fornw 
or tenure. Besides leatea for a tcim of years we find the /iweroun, he^ic^ 
itnd teases, on the mJt^'agr sj’stem (eaAwn/orrMria), No one familiv with 
the works ofL- siti tleis* and Rosiov'tzcff* can possibly hold tlut the co^butlcm 
of these, together with the evolution of the great scigoeuiial estate of " manor , 
ta an advantage wliieh Frankish development has over late Roman ttines» As 
a matter of fiicr, oonnrmirj' of develoipmeni b epeeiaDy obvious in the fotm* 
of tenure the Roman ori^n of which tuts been repeatedly shown.* 

Tice sunilamy between the medieval Cetmiin and tl» late Roman economte 
svstems may be seen in evrn greater dcmiil in tlwJLiev a ^sneral hiw of the 

ttme of the Emperor Yespasiaii.* It reguiated the reJadoos of the skue to the 
diiTeient holders of state land (agtr ptt^^i£usy so iiir as this was in the hand of prt 
owners or of the Emperor. In it rwo da®e» of coloni me seen: ihose wlio live 
on tlic_yiDK£tt itsdf and those outside it, i-e; peasants who leased a pHce 

of domain land in addiriim to ilveir owm hum- TIkso are iIk pivximi ftd^ 
aotset^vr^I msntitHwd bv Hyginus * and identified by Rosiovneff with the native 
population of Africa, wiiidi fotmerly paid dtKS to the Cjnk^mians and now 
in Ranun ttnucs paid a ^tip^fuizum to lersanE-faimeTS {majtdpn)*^ A fkrtn^ 
Htciinctimi cibo juadc- Bcsid^ tliG c(jlk>rti wlio had hoiis^ of ihe^ own, 
mre odiait who rn tlielf lords" : fai' pHItis AaAcnr Hie 

fbiTCfir Mighboiiring Lmdowner^ who perhaps l>H:3nie coloni by oocupymg 
waste and ujiculdvated land ; the latier were bmdliiss pea$ans settled 

Dxi tin? ^taie; who wenJ gradually pliK^ed on the plots whidt Imd ca^er been 
cultivated by slaves. We musi look closely at tliia for some^idg of tlie 

same sort has already been ^hown in esisteiMiie in the GaTTuno-Frankish penod,^ 
TheLixMaitdam also makes it plain that dihde\efE 3 pinent wosnoidiieto GE^min 
influences. * 

These Roman estates enjmed a special litgJ poadotu^"^ 'Ru-y ww orpruied 
sutonomoLLsty under special officiib aefonif) ouESide the tCTEttorium 

of the chntaSf and were ilius exemp t from the general iirgaitizimon of the district* 
On the great esiams of private persons^ toOi ammig whytn those of licnatorial 
rank were especially pioniincni, the owncf himselli usually an absctitoe wdio lived 
in the dtjv csrry on tlie famung and matiagement i this was taken over 

by A huge tenant or rtw^icnv who rented the Jh/tdas as a w'ltole and them out 
single parcels to small tcojfiEs^ in teitim for dues and bbottr services- The pro- 
ctuators appointed o^'er the i&eparale domains bad cjuasi^magisterial perwer^ not 
merely roiinaging the estates, but levying cixcs and mulct!the tenant (cm^mr) 
if he did not perfonn hU duties ; in fact, enjoying -i right of pimishinent ^ 
milifary authority over the ro/oiir* They had rofmiM, iIm; power of compdlit^ 
ohcdietice to thetr owti commands, and the right to puiush ofTcncoi 

against oibets* 
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No priv'acfl terxiiorial lord wielded this quosJ-m4igktm^ power of the 
prA^ur/iMTMi of the imperb] domom$. ActunUy* horwever* p ptiedti^ grultudly 
developed whrdi utis ;ii lea^ t simltair in proaice. Tlie gcwral triimE of the sdtut 
was. It is true* subject to the ^perL'isioa of the Jntcntknt (^r«atriiftjr^ 
who hud to settle qiutrreh bem'eeii him aod the Tlie cDllisioo ^tnreen the 

econoinjc pouw of tlie conductor and ihe qua^i-mi^stcrial power of ttie pn>~ 
cnnjmr teas usually fdr by the c^kni^ while these two^ whose scciaJ status was the 
samcf soon came to an agreemenr and pbyed mro one anotlifr^s hands. Web t!ie 
conniTonts of the pracuraior, the cnnJin:i^ri often encroached on the d^is Clf 
oiherSi and were cspeciaUy foiK} of arbitrdriJy inarasing tiu: labour sen'ices of ibe 
€^hni in respect of ihe chanesne land which was in iheir mum private inafiagEmenc. 
Tills was especiaHy frequent in rlie provinces, above ah in Africa abemt which we 
liaise more deti^ils. Tlie posihon id" the ri^ni&cctort w-as strEngthened hy the feet 
that t!tey could beceme hereditary tenants cm impedaJ land. 

tliey hecamj? qiia^d^lords and aw sometnrm actually caJf^ jQmifu* 
Tciwanis the end of the Roman period, and espcdatly after the time of 
Constandar^ a devdopment took plaoe which impermnt consequi^fiCTS. The 
subordination of the JuHahfonts of the domains to regtilaj- judyfictidn graditally 
gives w'oy to a of JudldaJ admlnbtratiimf wbaehy die ttidtvrdual is tried in 

the presence of a donum o^ctat* Tlie usual JiMige must in all cases apply to him for 
surrender of ilse guilty party; acconlbg to a dec»e of Vakrittiij^ he may not 
himself enter tlie dermam to use compubio^ on die people dwclliog there 
(fffj/mrmnrj)* ALreadVi in the fotirth ceijmry% a sdgOEuml-patrbnaf^ furis^ 
dkrion is dc^’elopuig. J i wi3s at first limited to the domains, htu the more eeonomic 
ticpendcitoe mcjcased and die connection bctwc_*^ canJu^tx/r gmd procursier took 
the ixiursc indicau^ above^ ihe sooner could tile pdvaie territorial lords (who 
sjgnificttntly were alfeady caJling themselves usurp similar rigfita by way 

ofpatnjnase(^jywwrjW).*^ This led to that trajisforniatlun of small free pettssmts 
into dependent colorf^ which Bbhop Salvian of MarseilJcs describes in such 
drastic terms m the fifth century^^ In order lo escape annoyatioe fnwn tho$c who 
were eoattotnicnlly "Strongi the snull free farmer? put ihemsclves under the pro* 
teciion nf ilic greac terntorial Icmlii, agami^t who% *conomTc competition they 
could not in any ewe hold tltdr own for any length of time. Here, too, the weli- 
ktlown ccofinmic and sOcbiJ phttiorriena of the Ftankish peried are the direct oon.- 
unuation of these late Roman devdopiticflis, and ^re nai due to the rise of gieat 
setgncuriul csraies for tlie first time under the Fruots.* 

TngedicT widi die devdopment of thee great estates wn wbo find ihe 
grou ih of the labour dues fur wliidi the rc/ani were Ltahfe.^ Tltey hail to render 
both mamjal and ploughing services {opins etiugny, Ai first iheruirural needs of rural 
economy mayltavecau^ this exaction of exita help at certain tinra when fann 
work cannot be fjostponed (sowing and reaping, theliarvefit, die first plougtTing), 
since ihe peopfe of tbe demesne form itself would not be stdlicienl for liicse 
purpose and reinforceniems would be Dcccssary^ This would eatplain tfae fact 
tlm labour dues ^Tir at first rebm^eJy smki (sijc to twelve days a year)* 

■ op, dLj <fi 

■ ^ Pd., V, I, i( ■ MO, ^ 

SfiBUOUIf^ 72|ir 

St GuffWiertii, ** Di= rroiiW d« KkiJaniq,'- 


THE DI\ISION OF THE SOIL 


137 

Hic m tustkat show fhat (rx also employed JW 

the fame purpoK.* Tim fttll ihe cuMom at dtc beginning of the fourth octitury^ 
as DlfkJrtkti^^ m-dfitrrt of joi fh 0 Tii* 5 . But such wage-eiiimefs ^j^noi have 
been obsuiuible cvnyidiere hi die t 5 e^:e&saiy oumbetf, espedally In the more 
disuni rtgions;^ (kr from wiy to^iu Moreover^ tt was the endm-oitr of the 
great esiatcs in ioicr Roman thn^ to be Indepfsidenr oi" the iMij^ihouriog tmrm* 
aiid this desire may have led diem more and more fo call upon tbejr own people 
for tlie necessary services. Anotlser motive may also have InHuenoed tbem, a* we 
leam frora ibe sccaimts of Columelb. ^Tien ibe harvests were not good* the 
cct&ftiusexi to ask for fT!niis5i0P of dieir tfu^ in kind ef^frar/aitf). Cotmtidlsi 

therefore mommends that emphasis sliouki be laid raiber on the demand fer 
labour sen iccs (pptr^)^ aa die c^ioru could not ask for any remissicm of these.* 
In toy opinion the cUs unction made betwt^ ^puf and pauwnis indicates pei%nal 
bbour dues. however, the lords are advised to claim the svarhs ”, the author 
b prr^rably thinking tmly of an abnotitiiit exaction of the tzsrml dues af indiiidual 
^/oRt, and the reason givTn by Columella would seem to show \iml this cjoaion 
WK ifitendcd for the ch^esne land, and not ftir the tEnanf holdings of the pea^ts 
thnmelves^'^ In £bct| even tn the second and ibird cenmnes, flic ct^/mi fr!t 
oppressed by the imift^erote estensiem of laboiir services, so diai Bnman law Iwd 
to prohibit It and tn determine the dues Manzwta and IfadnoTia).^ 

In addition, ilie c^Ioni had 10 render building-sendees^ w’hidt seem to have ^ 
been considefalde-," while die LospitaUty and mainteimnoe dues, wlddi were 
exacted by oflidals and confidential tnessettgeo of the Intpeml court on ther 
loumeys, were also fd t to be oppressivet as we see frum insenpdons in A$ia Minor J 
Carrybig sen^ices, wltlch werectmneenKi with the above^ were a lieavy burden on 
the tenants of the gpieat estates,, The afiffsriui which appeared as early as the period 
of Persian tnlc became more hnportant from the foujtli cenniry In the Homan 
Eftipire. Animals and men were requidnenet! for the transpo rt of Imprrial goods, 
of ofSdaU and soldiers j and carrying scjvices were increasingiy demanded for the 
expedition ofgoods and men^* Finally, it tou$t be noted that labour does were also 
exacted ftir die upkeep of rounds and ti^ays, which was undemken In the differeT]t 
Gaus by the pagurem* Sometimes drJiiiiite secdons (spaiia} w^rie allotted 

to mdividuds with ^jajxni holihngs, who had to keep them in order at thdr own 
cxpcmie.* In general^ it is clear tluLt not only do the chamctenstics of tiie later 
German perifxl derive horn the previous Rormui and even frorn the Mellenbiic 
age, but mat the ipplkoiipn of kbo^ dues exacted by public rnnhority is hkewire 
very much the same. 

We lire djtis well Itiformcd os to amdiiJona oti the great csintei of bte Roman 
times: but dds is not the case regards ihe free landowners who W'orked dicir 
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own fitrms* Wc hfisr of tiiem diitfly at ihe momcnr when they cease m lie Sfkx and 
enrer Inw rclarionship ’With the tmrtoml lcinl$- Vet a more definite idea nf didr 

E ddon may be iLTrived at if we picture to Dursdvea the way in which die Rutmui 
d and soil were divided, as the detailtd records iii die writing of R^™ji 
surveyors esiable US to do.^ Eadi of tlie dhiirias given by flic siaic into private 
ownerdiip, the Mark or seems lo have been divided (£vuuf^ Into equal 
or equally vuluable pareds, or cdllectkrtts of w^hlcli were assigned by the 

magidtrares to indivkliial owners and entered on a map aer) 

in the manner of a bud regisiirr** 

"Hw divbiuii of die soil itself effeciod tn rwn dlflereut ways, both based 
on two rtain lines dmwn with a Eeldr-dicipter (grmia}^ tl^uirbsnm (east-west) and 
eatih (nordMOuth), crossing at rigfu-anglea. The ap^r anmrmtui^ whkh 
originally included a hundred arable bt^ each of rwo days' work wiis 

divided bv dxawtug parallels to the main Unes, thus cutting up die whole Mark inio 
tltmdrares or right-angled blocks- tt was also called eager Smiiatus after fhe 
boundaiy-lines between the ctntafiai^ In this type of measumuent 

jdeces of land were left over (ogur ^^traemsus^ &xa ralkia) audl as dtat ’^dijch by 
betwetm ilie emturiaa and ibe outside bemndary of the Mirk, and abo the waste¬ 
land {^iJy{^4tfia polojitia} w’hich was also fuAi^aya* Both tbe^c types 
formed the a§er arcifiuuSf the unmcasuied land. It was irregobrfy bounded by 
naiutal features (tref-s, rivers^ irtountains, roads, ete-id A second method was to 
divide up the liind into sea/rzna (banks) and strigas (strips) ; by deviations front 
die Jcsmmjrtus linej right-angled pleoes vrm made by lines drawn lengthways or 
cTos^ise, wiich were calQ if thetr main length by nortb-south, and 

szamna if they tm ea3t-west. Widun tile cemufi^ wbicL were iictually more 
jmpumni for die a further divisiDO took pbre by muam of die creaiton 

of iin^ lots {tari3s}; these die individuid sealer received (peritaps uriginidiy by 
die dravnm of lots ?) and they were dierefore oiled 

AA Sdtulirn assumed dial there was a fintdainenEal difTerence between 
Romao and German bnd-division. He diought that in ihe rormer a compact piece 
of land (fttnJus) was alwa^ given, wlwreas m the biter a siib-djvisioo of the singjc 
loi btOcouiiUesssepai^ze par^ in different open fields (Gewo^) was cliamcier* 
tstJCd* Bill LLiere are irdmical reasons against this view- It must have often 
bappeoed rht»t the m^ure of die itcctpia£ i;>f ji or J^cufia did not go 

evenly into one tentufict'^ bit would have to be assigned to se^'cml c^tuurinr- 
In that case the names of dw settlers were written on die bnd-map in tliose 
€*niufia^ W'liere diey received land, and beside die name the extent of die sin^e 
parcels wus writtini ui yoke$-^ This alone makes it probable diatesxn in the Rmnan 
pysicm of land division holdings were scattered and, tlufrefore, open fields cxistecL 
Tliere is also other evidence of thh- Fronto, in his Cv^ntrifyer^fiSf discusM a case 
in which a retiffffi rrfia de rrwJa m ogre uthfpmxo aris^ And licre he asstimcs thui 
die indmdnal has received poTUons of his lot {sard} not Otdy tn dilfcrtm^nrEs of 
ibe open fidds of one ceAmrila, but also in a neighbouring emuria-* The rtw, 


* CL Bmlnrtl, St^fiaa ^ FMmwrf, u (iSutS-iHsi), itto C- 'nudini iia 
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ihcrcftjTie, sMisbitsd La soeii crcs of a ouftiber ^ parm which did run make i 
compact whoEe^ but were sattersl id didenmi places AnDtIicr m Sicului 

Flain:)^ JCtuaJIy so b so minj" wmU; Praeti^rta « in nsgiomlta 

compmmiu quaidam po^tis^mt rmn {ii/nthuiaw Aaivt^ ticm^s^ lejpartiatiai (fmrfhm 
in Jivmu iods^ mun^fd^miius cnff^iurntm pr&pt^f tiiam 

eampiitti: rmmdts viat jsitf, u£ imuiquzs^uepQjiiraJpttrtimiiJ sum inr ^* 
Tltc vny cmplmstis of the need for spedal wnyi of acoes.^ leaves no d(nibt that we 
have here iinernstxed litusds la dilbfeni open fidds. 

From dfcc saine source we latm the reasons for the dc\dopnKJu of sitdt 
coadiciojit, EveJi in Eomaa ttim^ it appeal that die nonnal fitimtioOp in wlifcii 
each pei^OD would reedve one -mfj or accepsa^ qoukl aot he pcmuiiailly mam- 
tained. Not only were such units divided among; several persons, but sc^'cral 
of tliHii W'OuJd often be leoet^-wl by one single euiSwxfif** Moreover^ alteradonB 
were nmde by exchange * purchase and sak, so that certain parts of an mcepea 
mig^n pass into other Imds-* And, foialiy, division of property prose, owing to the 
het that tndjvidusi veicmns might share thdr possessions among ihdr sons in 
thm: or four fpiotps.* Tlms considerable mequalitks in bnd-owncrship had 
already arisen in the case of smaller Lmdowners, bodi within and wiitioiit the 
great e^me^ and the //yeor hide was now by no means thenomial average holding 
of a single settler. 

Tile amurisu were divided from one another by ffWrrj, which were not 
merdy bnundaries btit also field paih$L* They Itad a certain breadth, and migiii not 
be ploughed or fenced hut Ftad no be kft free. Hu^ went dbiinci £mm tlie 

i^iac - wblcli were dibcr puhGw or vm* vidnaks. "fhe Lartcr led off the ptibUc 
wstds or sometimes back to thm agaitL^ Tbey^ served dtiedy to the smgk 
owner 1 mons of access to hb difierent strips in tlie arable field. TetTnmi was dte 
name applied, iunong otliers, to the botmdacy-stones whtdi served as mariis to 
distingutsfi the boundati^ of the properties.* Private pdt^ u'ere nor looked upon 
as the boimdories of the arable lotSn^* If a lers liierc divided smeng the som of a 
veier^t boundaijes were diavin witliiit it, w^hkb were dlled i^nnifsi compor- 
n&nalesJ'^ Tlic boundary of the w^hole pitfce of land w^aa callcd^mf. It b uncertiiii 
whether it cijnsi3te<1 of a line, dr of a strip of definite breadth (5 Tins may 

have been difieietiily aEiarigod accord jug to the natural condittons of die bncL 
Ai any rate, economic needs had to be taken into account tn the lay-our of the 
pathS) en>ecially from the point of vinv of zooessibility and the possibility of 
mining me pfentgh.^ Trees and stones on the boundary (in ircrnyf^w) weri: regarded 
as part of die strips in which diey lay- If they were removed, daej- vnert legaHy 
[ntkpendeni propeny^ in die joint owmer^iip of ibe boimdary'^neighhours^^^ 
Quarrels between nd^ibours {vkim) must natinlly have often arisen over the 

^ CV-ipsu jigrimtnM^^, ti^ * Elf. 

* \hkL * a. ±ft 1311. 
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hntiDcfaJies,' -and [he ploiigihing-iip of boiLnchuy-^tcmcs ivas cspedjJly sevErdy 
punidied.^ In quArreboboiir boiandariea tin: vicbii Imd to co-opm^ ine^t^ddishing 
the fiwts of tlte caseJ They wen: dso calkcl upon to cfaedc the retums of property 
for 2sscssm&fkt of motion and therefore b\ the csiihiatcri the two 

nearest neighbours had to be given, as well as the admhthtmm'e dbtikf (Gau- 
COmmntut)' and pagus),^ 

In die measutoneni of the amble lam! various siandafds were usedL Of 
those wUefa were in in ibe Getmano-Firnnkisli period^ the mo&i xrnporiatit 
titas the iiig^rmn (yi>te). Tlibp. aocording to Plinyt^’as die animmi which omild be 
ploughed by oiw yc^ cd OJien in a day- TIum was also ihc perm<t^ ^ ten-foot 
rod| :iml rhe arupepmuj a lerm used for die armmmt crdierwise called ncfitf (a square 
of twelve p€rtki^\ which was perhaps taken ftom the GJdc,* 

Tile stcigle lots of the settlers (somi, asciptat) had to wmsist mainly of useful 
land (<xg€r u^isy, and not only of woods or pgsturcp^ However* if ibe part 

of a pun’s holdiflg was made up of araHe* be bad to love a piece of w'oodland to 
fill up his lot. Many received woodland dlreclly adj^y^niIlg their land (lumfroj 
ri/v^Lf)* but trony also miglit hme it lardiex off in die mountains, sometmiies even 
on the far side of their fourth neighbour.* 

The land which W'aa not measured Out during die allotmenE (stcktmyixy 
w^as rerained by rhe In so far as it was not away or sold by rhe ongitml 
DWTier- Tbb was also the with ihe ioc^ rdUci^ and ixirc^tusa- If these were 
useful lands, they wete used as commun pasiure jcua) by the ndghhooring 
settim.' They weredso called cwnmiwif bcGiuse they belonged to all the holdiag^ 
in emnmen^* Tlte right of pasture wenr wilh the Eiomesreads ^md passed to 
pundiasem and kgacees- Ofen more land available than given out in ibc 
flUntmcm/® and what was over was then g^ted m dw tUEmt^l^rm^^^c^mparciia 
in conmon. Woods atte nlso to some otcfit found in the owncr^p of several 
who tiad the right to fell trees or to gra^ cattle dieted^ Mountain forests 
were often miles away from the indivxdtial homescends to whlEi they Leloiiged, 
and quarrels consequently as to which of the iuiervemng homesteads was the 
owner^** Hie inouiualn forests on the boundaries of the colonics were fneependy 
not induded in the attounem ^Ttraciusii)^ and were ofen illegally occupied 

by the nearest senlers and lumed into aiahk lancL^ In many districts rivers were 
also counted 

These descriptions, which are chiefly taken from tlic writing of Roman 
surveyors, show a ccmsiderafalc similarity bctw™i the division of the soil at fbe 
Romsn pericxiand condirions prevailijig at later times, Tlie quesdem now b whether 
dicTF was a direct conrtecdoD, and w^heiher contimut)' of devdopnieoT inay be 
traced here also. The aserrion that outside Italy no mtee of the Roman dhision 
into f^nturiat Is to be found ** can no longer be made to^dri^* The esepens in 

■ C£. GcbcFt, <il., X6f» * RthkicCi Ofb u# 141 
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Roitun grtimsric^ quii« pl^ty concnnija Ibr they ilo ws b»c thdr stsre- 
mieinm on Italy or dw Or^r alone, but rrftr diwaly to die prwina^ m gjmenJf 
and pardi^darly to ihOK wlikh setrkd by Gerttiaosu amuf^ the 

special cases whkft iliey meiidon^ ^-c find Pannonia^ and the afthutmiHa 

and Gentumia.^ The form of measurenuzu: of (be ^£vmu « aJaptam^ is 
typical of ibe colooMe •; it used wpedally for allntmefu^ to vetanm, whtdi 
b prdcularly important, berause mimcrmts Germarts thus rccdved arable plots 
for their militiry scrvicea.^ Thb evickaoe oUies with the r^ule of archreoIo^caJ 
Rscardi, which lias bcouj^t to l^bt the achial roiiama of such cotvitdons in 
Cemiany itsdf In the Wetterau at Frfeilbog, die chief town of Upper nes$en, 
very t^ear traces of the Roman ilh'ision into c&utinwt can s till he seen* The Bmtet 
crossing at nght-angtes are partly retamed in the hy-oul of tlie roads and paths, 
and parrfy to be found as a stony gul^iraium in the arable land i isdf^* Fnedber^, 
vhid) was settled in the Bronze age,^ conn^ from a Roman serrlcmcia t, a perman^t 
camp, the walls of which (jrarta de^umanay have partully surviiTd to thk day, 
MortoveTi fta^ents of that very Roman 7tiea?Emng msiniracni (^rawm) by tneam 
of wllsdi tbcdjvbioii of the soil was earned otit, havi$ been dug up on the IJiti£s in 
the nmghhotuhDiid of Pfilni {t^ Eichatydt) m Bavarei** 

Furthennore, in receni yeara an inscripnon Im been found tn the RHne 
tEmtory at Cologne, which is unmbtakahle e^'idmoe of the divkitm of the village 
land Into ia inio o-cp-fieldj (Gmuw), In dus die ^ vico 

LucTfdo are more specifically described as '* scasniio prirw which would haiitt 
so meaning imbss ihecc were i distinction betw'een the crop-lwlda." We have 
another mscripiion from Ohrtglieim to the Neckar valley * recording die founds 
cion by a Roman lar^iowner of a temple of blercuiy with four ctntiiriiu (=: Zoo 
iugeta), Thus in this ciisbict, too, there tmm have a dwiskm of the isoil with 
eeact measurefneots," sJmUar to th^t in Friedberg in the Wettmu* K* Sdmmacltcr^ 
who :]grecd widi ihts iJieory, furtlier pointed out that in die distnefs where the 
yilias mstUiSC have been fairly oomplctdy ercavaled, diey occur at surprisrogly 
eqtnl mtervats j for example, on the Berg^trasse between Heppenheiin and 
Heiddbei^ &om Robrt^Kh to Sreitfeld, bctweeti Dnrbch and Mal^scb, or along 
the Ldmbadi and Kraidihadi,^*' Tliis, al$o,«ems to tndicate iliai the ground wdst 
defmireJy mea^irred out. Finally, mennon must be made of an iitscription from 
LoiraiTie, put up by the £{^toni Ap^rufu^ ■wbo wera performing 3 dedication. 
Ii doe$ not aoii^y mcfition the division of the Land, bur serves evidence of 
sdgnettria! organh^tion ^ and, judgij^ what we know about this in general,^ 
it miEn Itave been based on ^ me^urement of the lancL Tills raltiw with die fact 
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It W35 &q£iil In 2 whkli was settled even in pritlMork titns^ 
Kdliiniismt on. the f^lwiy tine bttsi-«i3a Saai]gcmQrLd ami Straabutg, i>esir 
1 |ciiiiJTeiji 4 where dwiic^tory fnscripikffifi liave also b«n escaimted,^ 

Uiieff iL Schumidter nude a eomprehcasive etunliMrion of viHagc 
boujtdarics, and pointed am numerciia tasea m the Ithrnel^mjd and in 
which si\<m □ direct ooiinecUofi with Romcm eoodItiDns (^udi the cobcidcriQe 
of Koinan roods and boundimea)^ aid in wiiidl teacet of Roitun ientjiria^ are 
sail vr^ltf in ihe ccimpact blodc-focmatipji.* Thse serdenicnts, wliidi bdun^ eo 
tte Ym old pre-Ron™ and Roman petiods^ were already compact vki tn pre* 
CeiTnim times and conrinued during tiw Gemaan period^ ^ ^ 

cormecdon with Metovinig^ oernffterks (long bairows)^ eic* It may be atided 
dtai die oldest otmti msrk-wjfveys beton^ to these diinriciSv^g- Hcppcniietm and 
Mkhedstadt in the CMcrtwiild-* Both the r^'on toimd Worms, and Pfcddcnlimri, 
Hmdiheim^ PHliGglKim, Hqipeniiehn, O^tfenfen, Emd Westhofen are remurk- 
ahle foj- EiiiHy t^Ur reci^i^ulaf blo^ dJvidoos of the sop with the seTtleaient in 
the middle, u hich aretpizc AiTrrcnt frum the more irregEibtfy bounded 

typo in ihe rw of Hl^ntsh flesserL.* 

li is impoTLinf tu nnte thar the ttisdavery of private durtcni of t^ue 
Cardingimi period appears to |dve dh^ct pcxwsf of ihitt ccinddence betweet dse 
Homan Juniiiu and the Gentian village Mark whic^l Schumaclkff aa&ttmed-* 

As a result uf diooaidijcol<!gic3l dbcowriii% Si can hardly be doubted to-day 
tku In certain pla^s the Raman ^visinn and of tlie gmnm! survived and 

■was arh^ted in die German pmocL Not otdy am the ituendn^led mips m 
different ttap-fidds. of anctCDt origin, but tii^re is, Jiere and there, a striking, 
coinddenoe beiwtxn the propiem* udIes, the Even the dcseriptlon is die 

snmt^ wiw, un espresaion uliidi in early German dmns (as hfiisairady been prcri-ed 
from dooimentufy evidence) ? m Icmgef denoted pamrion hy lor^ but describe 
the share of land held by die individual villager^ Tlui w;ts also the cose rven 
in line Roman times. The terms used hy the Stripi^fr^^ ni riLtilcct^ who were- 
cxirnpetmt nuthpiTtki in diis maueTi dt?se^e emphasis. Tlicy tise die rarpression 
jottin m a general and weakened sense, me^uiirig to “obtain'*, “recErve'', 
attain without any feTerence to drronng lots. Golmndla applies it directly 
tn iiLmhEUtc i>hjei;r£, e.g- to the arable soB whidi takes on different ooloure." 
At tile beginning of the sixth ccmiiry the yiia S^smi of Eugippins uses jcrrirf 
in die lensf of " attniri ”, wtien speaking of the dwvifing-pbces w'hidi w'erc 
aopiiitd by ilie provindals hrouglti ftcim Nmicum lo Inily.» 

SimiUrly in tlie dianoery of Charles the Great in Sti, the word mriin is used 
for “ artalfi ** in the autobtira^tjon formula of the wnll-known award deciding 
the cpiand between Sahhurg and Atfuileia,** wiiere otberwte wmdd be 

used. The same iiBe U also found In the Sikbutg pofstm of die begSnnmg of rhe 
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tmtth Tlsc I_rx Kih. ui^ iLc totn for or tte ptivnif! Unii «if 

tile xndcviduxL^ and ii ii ^ignificam tlur in \h£ same Title j&idri '* itcaii) "J* 
Tlt^ smie u&c of rfw icftn jb found anHirg die Pngiafu • and other German tribff^* 
£rom ilie eaHiest times do-wn to the period. 

As for ibe Getmnd viriDus mciniiig^ liiivc been ascribid to ix hv 

eiulier sdinJara» bnt WdJta prm'^ dint tlicy uiens tncorrect and tiimself sui^iartett 
Ofir wlijcli has since be^ universally adopted, f/ois h conxcicd with Ajilstn 
(Engli-ih " and Tneans dial which one has or possesses* One emnol 

hdp noticing the coinddefio? vAih the Roman Tccra an expression wludi 

Wain dcjps not appear to knoun ; for wliai he speaks of die use of awmnt 
for he nefm fci a pa^^e m tlie Fuld^Landg^rams which gives the Roman 
fotm ampiki- He does nor imdersTatut it ^nd so he eruends it lo wx^pm^ bur be 
admowitd^^ at the ^iiine rime ikit the meanmg b not dear to liitn-* As a rrmtier 
of 6 »cii it mik& good if we explain it by the old Roman term iteapzs.^ 
It is posfiihLe ihaf tliere b a close bctwMi md btought 

4bour by the dlocadon of km to Gemun smikrs in the late Romsn periotL The 
earllesi Frankish fomi tn the origrrtal metning of whkh was a “ pl pc e ** 
ami is diercfore ihc s^me at die Ladn Moreowr, tn Sdife$wig to-day the 
word iimM tu iawe has die ’finme meotimg.* 

We must eorapare tl^ tertna for ilie satire thiiig, forird; among dr chIut 
G erman tribes. TbeyoretjuUedifleiMt in iwaningfi^m^a^^/fc^for ihi^ 
dwelling* dweilmg place, yr the settled ocrnditimi, tire home j for tsample^ Nnr$e 
Afl/, Anglu-S^on (Aiii£nc)t This $ei of words conrapemds to the odW Ladn 
term mcutjiis (ttom mimerdi) which appwdies the matier Prom a dil&rent 
Tims tbis'V'^ery diflbrcTioe in meaning oiZIiu^, the usual German express 

sjofM may be used ® 3 tw^ative prf>of of its toimeakift widi die Latin 
U is true that an tndependertE firjgio might sIm be for this w'onk aa b 

wMTsmted by the nature of the tiling dsigimjed* h shotild be ob$^cd in this 
cr^nnecnon that la western Fnmkish iccords we also imdl tbc renn if&nnaruim wliidh 
b of OJtic origm (i^n = boiuiffary) and also means a limited porriom^" 

Tt is the dmilarity in rhe matemi ooiueiu of the coficeplion Hufi wllidi 
fuggK^ that there is a conrbccdoTi with Roman oondidOTis. Not Only do we find 
both. in the Roiiiari at^e^ia and m tile Germaii 3 cor^lomemtioii ot several 
ittdividual plms^ in some ois^ m dt^renr but the uoocssaries at^l 

appurtenances are also extr&nniLiiiJLi jly chanicteiisiLc, iyCv the shaie bi i 1 m undivided 
mistc^Ltftd, foitst and pastan^ and wnter^ Is tlita odd ooLuddencx! only a chance 

CM ? 

Here abo, however^ a mhe unexpected light liaa b«n slsad on dvt cconomJc 
history of Gennany and of tJw German peoples by the re«nj dbeerverics of 
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d^jca! sET-dteoiogy# In GteCTN^Ram^ Hgrumn htstpry die notnrioii^ 

(Lat* hmctio) h4S been knerwa for a long time. This thai in order to 
taisc as high a tax as possible^ ihe small tenants were forced by the great Gredk 
or RoniitA landowners to take over^Tn addldon to thetr titablc lot^m flctra ptot—a 
piece of neighbouring waste bndj and to culdvate dds and pay lat&es for it 
I would drsw atteniirjfi to the faci that by dose otK^^atkxn of this 
widely mended custom in die ktc Roman period, a w&>Le set of tcdintcid terms 
occuring ill early Frsnkbli sources may now- for theiirsttuttt be efcatly undeTStnoci 
So far^ these Itave best pa^ed over i^rdesE&ly,i and haidly any aiiempc tias bc^ 
made to explain ihenir In the early Fmnlush collections orfonnulae, w'hkb served 
as modds in drawifig up charter^ tbe fonnube for gifts and land-grmts contairi 
defintte ittfoimalion about ibe accessories or appurtenances, whesievw die knd 
wHidi is being handed over is desenbed more dosdy. Here, in the sci-^ed 
appiineoance fotmida, we often Sod die phrase iwiciu vdjuiantctUf^fot example. 
In tbe seventh century Aiigera fonnubry *; and it is interesting to tnee the furdier 
dcs-elopment of diese fcmaw Tn the formulary of Marculf we find in the same 
passage adimeth bestde adkemds and apf^Jidh^^ The same Indumce may also 
be traced m the Saltaa IbtniuLary; lieto die ptuase is ja/iir suiwTicds.^ In die 
F&rm^ FmgGiAicm die nunsirion is also dear; aStmedomiut admemoraium hoim 

It is noCEworthy that these technicat renns are very nmneroBs in the Angers 
fomuilary^ which shows odter traces of strong Roman tndueuceJ Hum they 
gradually give place to otfeer phrases iit the colteeiiofts of fetTmube; bier mi we 
find in their stead odlastHms vd afp^ruSem ^ i and ipmmumii is also reputedly 
used in the ^ame way.® 'Tht ame b mie of the royul eharteis of the early Carnl- 
tngian period^ espedally tn die case of West Frankish grantees^ os fm Example 
itmctii vd jndutB^tis in a grant to Sf- Denis *; dsewlicre it is 
sidametis.^^ In a chatter of Cbartemang)e in 770, concerning the property of Prdm, 
the text of which cmiaim some \*ery early forms* die appurtmmooe fornnJa has 
a£w%ttL as wdl as In the temtoiy of Ea^ German (i-e* Bainrian) 

law ^ and Ixk^ise In Swrobia ft^irea ai^ue (ad) ihcencfa b used in the same ixiiK 
nection. 

Thus we see clearly the connection betw^n the earliest Fmnkisli sources and 
the bre Konian and also the transitioa to laier foms. We now know wbai 

is meon r hy imem ^uHuncds^ Ic* die appurienomie of a conesponcUng lot in the 
still undivjckd agtr inudlis, die nei^tboiiring wasi^lmd- Hence theeXpressjoDS 
aiEac^nsia:^ otherwise for the same thing. These, too, are used by the 

Roman surveyors, with the term compaxma, dcjincd by Siculus Roccus forest 
and uncuinvated land—places whoe the right of pasture is held by die ncanesr 

1 Ct Sduikeo^ Gntm^k^trieA^zm^ M Lnh-iU^ ri ffwA. tK A^udm, op dt-* 

^4 aid RornTFod^ opn £r 

• * CL MG. FF., cd. £Riii»r (JLl^ kl v>« h 

* tbbd., Vf, 10. * IbfcL, Mif il- 

*' Lbki.^ >110^ tT. * CL t*, 5:77. 

* CL iax iMmplfl Fo™_H; Fftmc ToKiiU,UikL^ ifl ; 14#, atf l Fimiel 

Anffimi., ikkL, lik 

* CL Fomif 5^ lJcKkj)btp||., ibid.^ 1 ; 179 ^ ix. 
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pcighbom^t Le- rtiose wIkj own tfie sdj^uxqt property*^ Iii riit§ connectiaii m^y 
iiUo note ibe phxasf h iitadtii wfiidi is t^cmstaniJy found in fhe appimTMiK#- 
formuUi: of cttrly mndteva} docuenenr? * and obviousJy rcim to ilhj ngitr imtilis. 

S- RifizEier ha* rcccniJy pomied out that Roman miTueiioc may also he s«o 
In the voitl wa*&ispijpif whkK b likewise fbuetd in appurtenanoe-fomnhic and of 
which sdioiiire to try to give □ daffeent explafiadon j cupa si^nes titurcr- 
supply,* If wt tCTJCmher that (he watm bdliinged to die Roman Sidtecivs * as 
Wfdl as to ihe Gemum Mark^ then thb woid, which has hltbeito bctu mhunder-' 
stotx4 b MEtt in Its full meacungj especially m cptmecdoo with those tormufae- 
phius^ wltidi rtfer to die The w'otiJ was brought m Boratia frofn the 

lamb of tlitf Salbm Law imder AtdtbisJiop Amo who w'as ai one time abbot there,* 
Thus dieic m no fimdainental didertnees between the and die Gemun 

Math •; in both cases die aim is the same^ the brining of waste isuid luitki 
cnlth^otioiu Mofeo\*cr, in Germany tiucitioii was assesskl accottLbg to the extent 
of a man^s share in the use of iLe Slarfcu^ Natundly the oclminrsmiiou of rojcaiimi 
In getictd WOT \'^ety diflleretit in the two cases, was abo die position of the great 
scigneuriial estate^ in teJation to the govOTiment, 

These staietnmta also ddine my poaitioo in regard to the qtiestion, whidt 
has been mudl ventilated recently^ mimeJy the origin of the Mufi sv'strm In 
Germany^ Weare hste dealing with something vety ondent^ which had cenatnly 
d^eloped before Roman pities among the Cteefcs, Egj'prions, and G^ltfi^ It b an 
instttniion deeply rooteci m the very namre of agrarian economyi and is bound 
to appear everywhere- In my opinion the Germans toot it from tile Romans, just 
as the Romans had oiken it from die Greeks and Celts^ This is shown by the fict 
dim a Hufe sysmtn proper b fcFund in die earliest Hmiyi among those Gertnart 
tribes whidi settled on Roman soil (Franks^ Alemaruii, Baiu^ojif Ttiitringiaji$}^ 
The Fnshins may not liave adcled it so early, and it w® not tninxluccd among die 
Saxons nniil after the Frankidi conqii^* But among the North GcntiaEi peoples 
(Anglo-Smit^ Daws, Swedes) we iind quiic a distent systEm^ dtu of'' giea: 
Nufin known to us only from very' late sources (elcventli or e^^en 

twelfth century).* If is inipostibb in ckrh'e any certain kmuvledgc about the 
cadter period irom them, mcro c^pedally tiley ore cntiidy se^neudal in origin. 
Tlie dieoty^ that wefiavc hciea Franktsli qrearion’ is as imlenable as the dwrory 
ftiac die /loji was a purely setgtieurtal th#* tribiitoiy unit of a 

dependent pcas^try,^^ 

Ac all events it is mie^ that the HFufin {about wiiidi we hear for tJie first tmsfi 
in CoToIingbn and niaLnly -xi^psuTld imafdsj do not jusdfy us in drawing a 

^ C^rpw i 4 fnirmK. lu. 

* CL ihc UoadsetT Lafre^f^ssife UB^ d, t_ ob. d. Kdba^ t, a, Fwxe 13 j ODii^ 33 i 4t, once 7<i* 
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coniHusicfn^ cwc^rming thts itflttjnc of laMid^rwnciibip amtmg ihe free 
peasantry tn earlier cLuys, cr equality of propeity atnc.>i^ the indent Germansw 
Onginally the expression w^s not syndnyments 'witJi ffuft (koto) and it 

rarenfly b«ii preved Uiai in iIk qM of Flanclm ^ and ihc Lotiw 

Rhine ’ the cnmponetit parts of the hddtng tiiere by m mearvs aim-ays inter¬ 
mingled or s^ie^ over seveoil Gt^wmnt* The equality of the was latgply 
bro^t abtmi by sdgwidal action^ nor tines it daie ftom the CaniUngian pedod 
odyt for ilie great sdgneunol estaie h mudi older- 

Qosdy ooniKietieii with the fhfi wss the Mark. All scholars arc mnie or l«s 
in agF«ii£tii as regards tlie tnteicoiinectton of the rwo^ iiwever diffierett ilidr 
views msy be ns to ihdr mepning and odg^ for there is as httle oonscnsijs of 
opinlun about ihe omcspiiou of die Mark as aksut that of the Amhig^us 

as it is the tenn at any rate tndudes tine imdlvided tand^ fores^ pasture^ waste-land, 
snd watET; thereTqre^ under the tnflueuoe of oerrmin sodologicaJ conoepts, the 
idea arose that the Mark was die residtie of a communal form of l^d^wnersfalp 
winch had existed everywhere, an d out of which private ownei^p had gradually 
developed. According to this view, tlietefore, me Mark would be the primary, 
and ihe Jfft/e the secondary, institution** 

But a ^ludon of die great riddle of Certnau economic iiisiory may be 
reached Ui smother way, The original meaning of Marh, maftOf as has been 
onphaticitlly asserted by the mou tellable Frudenis of the scnirces, J. Grirmii/ 
LimdiiUi* aruJ Waii2:,* is ** bnundiny’ ”, “ boundiiy land and dierefore “lUstrict 
It may bepdntedotJt that odicr German terms for lltesornc thing contain the idea of 
^ boundary ^ as, for lacample, Low-Garman Wesipkalian Bijrtk border)/ the 
North Cennan Ang.-Sax* flwwe (gt/naa-m),^ Mention may oko be made 

of Sc^ra (Cer. ^VhW) which means a stiare m undivided Jand^ a slice or piece 
as it were., TkLs hi&ic meaning of “ htoik wfikh is pomlkl to die Latin 

retained. In the Ripi±arian Law (Tit. bt, +, in the AJanarmic law 
(Tit* sdvd, >dvii)^ znd in the Law (Tft^ xiii, 9) ** murta is equivalent to 

EermuiuS, Le. baund^^^ and the £jix Burgt/nd^ (Ttf- vxxviit, speaks thus of 
intra terminum vilbc TIic same meaning h found in dmttnrs, such 2s diose 
of St, Gal!, where die phrase in /nr vd marm contmuajly occurs^^ Tlic boundary 
common 10 two 2d}diuing neiglibouts (or the boundaiy-strip or boundary * 
terrifory) is colled w^f^ntLEiii or comirtem and this noi only in Bav'aria*^* We 
have here, therefore, a sunilar usage m titat found amung the Roiuan surveyors 

* LiticTtid cl |R?3^ifi^t£ cm Fbndrr du VU^ m Xl" EuUmm ^ 

4^ tium Alt ^ 
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Jifana mi Uma also oftm m£an (nudi sarnie. Both <Eescribe oor o^ly 
the bouniian' ttisdf btit also ihc bc™dflry4and^ the boundorj^-distria, bouiuJnrj'^- 
«iTip^ or buLmdM>'-cdge.^ The Rfirrtm imu Amrir# mrviv^ in medley'd ebeu- 
meiiis.* We hml in ife TeoDnb of St. Gall the andogous pJinoe ojtn legidmiv 
Hits phrase occurs itt an appunenaitce-fcrrmuh^ artd itt arber iwoidi, 
toOt wc find tmreas vd fbus " mentioned among die appunenartcefl of {iind oi 
whidi a grtmi Itebg mado^ 

TTte W^eiulbh fnmdcr dtsirlct is called ymedpftim by 

FredEgoritra.' Htc east Alark^ fmmded by QiOrte ihe Great after die conquest E of 
die Aviif^ hi called Hituj Averiem or termimtr Aysiictu^ and h^fm/€aorkntsIb or 
SaLscrlat* In 893 adioiisrrdm to the boundary or \icLrl:-gra/3(flfiftJgTOej) 
wlio had BniboTi ty there as amiiAi Finally, mendon may be Trude of a 

use of die wotd xVfark whidi hag nni hitherto been obsm^ed. In the Alamaiinic * 
and Bavanan Laws^* the penalty for injur)^ co ttfee ffiar£^an (or mar£/qiinJ) Is 
discussed. ClcKser observation of the very full details given tn tlie Alerminmc Ljw 
leaves no douhi that what is nwant is tlse eye tooth (in German titerally 

corner Tcwfh)i i-^e. here^ mark means oomcfy boundary, or border^ 

On this basis we can, I think, arrive at an under^randmg of bow the ongirdt 
omception of the Mbrt (= botmdaiy) w as combinieil with that of tlie comm on 
Mark c&mmuniaf eompasaia}^ and why the rwo became fused Grimin had 
already observed that in early times Mjtrk also meant forest, especially tn ihe 
Nortiu^'^ W^e know from Caesar tliat die Germans thought it itnportant to secure 
ihtdr seiikmccits by suitriutiding and sliutting ihon oft by boumkiies o( foiesf 
and waste-Imidp^* If this were so it rrmy easily be understood thal die coniecit of 
die hmindaiy sot>n came to be synonymous wiih ilw botmdary^ tile Marh^ itself*^ 
Hi£ same was the case widt ihe mdividual vtUage «culetnei]ia; the outer ring, 
zlie boutidiLty' of rlio village land, was fnrst and waste, 3 rule slreadj adopted by die 
Ruman To ilib W'c must add tliat tn early Fninkisli diarters making 

grants ofbnd die as the urraru/ju is e^ipmSslymmlioTiedJ* ItbelEiing^ 

to tlic villiigis and all the Ituidowner^ hove a share in it. At this point attention 
should be drawn to tlie kinds of land which oomposod the mack among the 
dLlTcrentCermiin ttihes,cr, ratberjn ilie diiferentareas of Gcrniartsettlement^ wluidi 
are so v-aried from a geogntphical and morphufogiad point of view% In Frisia 
a signi^canr distJnefion is on the Gr&rt (sandy soil) die Mark is '"degemene 

drcske ‘V* hut on the nuirshland it is the low'-lyrng* marshy, conswiily UchckM 
kuTp In the Wffltphalkn-Sa^on territory It is tlie Fdkdrn and EtcAc^ i*ci a woiet* 
logged clay soiP* and Icvtl sandy land. In Middle Germany, especially in Hessen^ 
and in tiie nurdi, it sometimes means die fbr&ts; tn Upper Germany it meiuts ilie 

* Ct '^Xamea-'^ jFimul njjj £1 19^; J. CrhtocL liA^, iwic 
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AlpS| and In Sca^tdlmvia diti!ri -wastr bfid. The ^gcncd mntmt tt{ 'SUik 
therefore^ hy no means Linivcn^ljr the same, l)ui me dring ts cnmnion is; 
cvny^lucrr ir b hnd whrtdi b tm&Trik or pratueo >xTy littk. [ 3 ix!% not 
sliow j unking ^imUimry to die Eomsrr immlu or ilic ttiAfcs:^ r It most be 
emplmkod that dkoe b nboiilutety no« teknee that fbrrik auaiblc bod ever foraied 
cbe oontenr of the Mark bi the of the i.e* uxH^^^tkd ootumon 

property; for ate hifre tonomied cmly with the narrower meaning, twi with 
the wider of itie Mark n the wFinle land of du* vitbg(% 

Tu these purely lingtiisne and nKTrphdogicaJ critenai nm t» adcM eertalzs 
direct kgal ddinitions. Tlic iitmtAu aht^y tnentiom what 

b later the fhatc of the jndivldimJ Hufi m iht Mark as an appurtcnaiice cpf the 
inittivitlual holding; sihurum^rwmum€ipiij£sdpro fampcsstnianls 
juj/en'i, eittf This possiage b tifcca fkom Roman Uw ; it diovs 

how tilt iiaiisitioii koto Roman to Cctman law book place, It jiWi fully eapkiirts 
lilt role playiKl by the nvar ca ** [n ihe appjrt giiaji ce-li> mtula ie! of the thsftjtrs^ 
and itspariiki position to the dJLiifrjttia orincutta^ 

Tlie Xi4' on die other liand, coniam:5 fsevetal very interF^sttpEr 

provkiDns coooeming the rkini^ who are regitided as the i^tk-esjoctaies in 
fb« Fnmkidi periocL The rkmi posuuorei ouat^ dc titfris asii ^ds vd 
They art sunumnKd to :ici as a jtiry of neigiiTHpur^/ InfonnaiiGiTi about ^-andeditg 
cattle b ID he given to them,* the hann done by these is assessed in thw pre^ce^ 
and in tbeir pre9«7ioe alfo boundaiy-irign^, which k^ve injured or r^oved, 
are to be replaced.* Fkialiy, due b mlready inenikm of a ftdikuj 

^idnorumf to wlddi ocmin infomiariofi k to be 

If we put all chtE evidESicc together, ii wiih what wi* have drciidy 

leorol from the jigrimmiow aboijc bte Rormtu and afto, sho^ al^ wirh 

dw posiTira of tbc boar Ftankish-Germim Ntirk-osjodaies, Ln one pniirt in 
particular, iLe digging up of boundsfy-siorhes^ iludodT lias pointed out die 
similarity between Rcunan decTees and those of ili* Gennaii WcisiiliTOt of ihe 
hiter Middle Ages.* Hut die latter aro the chkf ev^kkncc for the whole theocy of 
che Muik-assoctattun ! That sudi a strong similaiiiy ^lould already appear in die 
Jliuf f^Usg€^i&i>t^im b ntitewordiy, W it is wdl-known th^t this Liw Stham vsy 
considerable dependmcc on Roman Law, TTiere can smtly he as [ittie douhi Itcre 
of tlic source nf these dednltioos as dieTO k in dw nm^ of dxfi Xcr 
ttommLi ^urgjffidtttfLam. 

Furdier ligtu is dius thrown on the mark problem. One of the inalii suppom 
of the Maric-assodoiion theory and tu doctrine of cfimman bnd-owneialnp waa 
the so-called FidmJterhfeiAt (righr siicoession of the vLdm^ wEijch was aboltshed 
by an edict of King Quiperic (561-5^4)^ Gierke • dioughr dial this was a renmant 
of the old eoiTEitiofi ewnership cf Mark-^associates (t'u’rW) in tJie arable land^ for 
in deEiutr of direct hdr^ of the bexJy diey had till then had a right (prior tCF oitbterat 
tetarioti^) to inherit 1 ndghhaur's pri'i'ate proparj;. But we can find an oitalogy 
to diis in Greek md Rottetn law. In sudi a cose, the wini Had a preiersntial right 
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to nrigitknuring ifJ3ngCT«?t whid^ may he easily 

a$ 1 rault of the ietSoMi iWiiw. If ad}c«niEig rwighliouiis on girai 
Romai) compelled to olte over tmculiiv^iied liitid: as pi^ of ihcir 

h » quite OTOpiidiHiiihk tkii luch aa ^jlyaatage is LnLiPTftancg would 
CiU to diedi lut- 

1 titoulcJ go so ^ ^ 10 assimie that ilie old t^hitni:rAncA£. of Clulpcrk^:s 
^jft^ based iTtv^iTT ^Trar rrmrfirigy ^g. to tbia rig^i of die Rc^uun rid/d. As a matter 
of £ict^ ftdict ii.T^I cefctcRoe m J legsl distetet where rfiere wtre itumeroos 
Romnna wliear Roman law tiad licid sway carUet+* Chjipenc "was king of 
Neustria, md m his edki k k cKpcessly staled itai die [nherirance of land U lo be 
governed by tlie same ^apies dimqghtMJT his whde tingdiTTiL* In other 
respects^ too^ nouai huetcsied in Roman syfetaetm^ aini as a poet he imitated 
Roman models.^ The edict is acixiaJty ooncmieJ wiih Lmd bdemging to seig^^ 
esiaxe ^ and with h«E MajL-assudan'oiis^ which ean iurJy 4iTitteially 

a^umccL Fiu-Aer^ we know ihei in the Merovingian kingdom il^ Rtmiim 
system was reiained,' Since we have already shown that the shiie of die Hufc in 
the htark hj2d in eaHy Frankiab runes die chataacrisdc nppunenniK^ js 
tbdse whkh each single tm had tn the comjmuzua under Romm law, wc Itave j 
right to sssume that aho the iantdo hzid the same wna^oencs^ specially « 
die^conc^dcm^oriijjsetiiindjd^imc^ show a direct BaraUdkin with ibcmaico.^ 

Thus a new light isi thrown on ihe ofi-qiioted Kcmiwr^reeAc, which now 
appear^ lo be a pre-eminefitiy scigneurial arriiigaQenL For die fir?i time U 
possible to ufiderstantl the legal history of this Iniporcant i mtlm ootu If die fotim 
erpJanation k tnie^ it U incomprelai^faibfe why this rigbL, abolished by King 
Chilpctic In tile ^i«*b century, ahnuld sdll luve bad obvious after-eflects in the 
tpfp Middle AgeSp so diat analogtHis artangements in the Wetstumer ha^ve been 
a ctu^ l Tv explained by Gierke as sairviviilt, SuniLir legal condinons do acttiaJly 
Occur ai rhi^ late period; and they are the best proof of the oonectness ot my 
view* For dips fs Wcisrilmer are^ as I imve pointed Out dsewhere,* seigncural 
jt^Lutens about manuriil oentUtiom am! belong to a time \-CTy dintlsr id ifae 
laic Roman period^ ijwsmudi as feudalization of public authonties had produced 
an ertoordmary increase of the landlords' power o^r tlidr peasant tenant®- 
The same iron ring of comprehensive authority wa$ placed upon their riglits 
at die Hid of the Rofnan periods A few mndHn ciirics have even tried to make om 
that Rcamin taw was partly tesponsible (or the deterimtiun of pcasanr conditions 
on the bfge^ It b cskv' to undcr^iaitd wdiy the righ^ tif snijoessicm of 

neighbours (viWhi), ^ useful to sdgneorial ittteiAis, turns up again. 

The lame origin b dm to be ambuted tn another rigjit whkh has been 
feganbd » dke secufid inmn airribute of the free XbA- nmo d atf on, the r^;iit of 

* QL V. Ut^ccihdp Cf^L iL ffrmk-riso. BakiM, xiM edfl^ ifir. wt J ikl vik., iL 

* C£ (rtwAt £ ^aa^ficsrfArwrt^Us £. 
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MO ELTROPEAN CiVTUZATION 

\Tto Tig^in^ Ok ^tikiiwit of srrangcrt bi rfw village, Whar oftlw fmiM rfile 
" Dc migTimiiim in the Lrx So&ea ? We can Ibid unpormir m diti 

4ilso in Roman law_ This rtghi of vetofng lise cjutrance into the vtlJji^ of people 
fram outside the nwii hid alre^itiy arisen En connection uitti Ok or himmi 

cmuortiAm^ui cwwii/n irai^ ui ah rtmavemiJ Its 

root must be sought in tlie senrioea of the vdlagevinhahitantap whiiii ww bid upon 
dtem togeOier widi the^7n)3bA^ by the lemtorial lord. Ii is for thh tcastin ihai, 
tn spite of oocisinnal aboUdon (as in 391)^ it wasulnjrmtdy irezainccL llonorius and 
Thcodo^us in 415 again decreed ihai no one cccept the cm\'icani should have 
propOT)- in the rmif^omiac (villages of free settlers}* Leo and Anibemhis stated 
still more emphani^lly in 4^ tliat land might be e^eprupriated by a vicama only 
to inhabi nmK of die m€tn}t&7may ’R^re Inscrihed in its cadaster.^ In this 
passage of the L^x Saika^ we may assume a cPTtnecrim with bte Roman devrfop- 
metn beoiitse tlieie is evidence that the rights appearing tet die preceding Title 44 
(A rdpusj were an mutation of the practice whi^ had grown up in Gaiil among 
die Reman inltabi^ais.^ Je is also remarkahte that this tiitc is tackJng in thc^cr 
Rihmrk Tvhkli otlarwise csindilES with the Ldx SnHar ia passages* 

TIk righi of Euiwssicifi of vicing and their tight ta veto ihe setileaKiit in 
die vU^e of dwellers outside the Mark^ate noi a survival o(fw Mark-a^odanens 
nor of a peculiar Gt^tmAn agmrbrt system^ nor ate iliey j-et a proof of comman 
ownership in undivided Mark-land atnong free peasants iviTh equal ngius, 

Anoiiicr pbetioiuenon of Gertuan agrarian law b abo trreonrLdlahfr witll the 
old Mark-associadon theory^ narndy Jk rigln of aisaning in rlnf 

communal mark,* 

If we eitajiiinc die earlier Su Call charterSp winch often speak nf newly 
cfeared land^ wt sfiall tmdoubiedly find that bi all this* concrete individual caA^ 
there isnevera w'otd about the pemussion uf the vifUgMommunilyp the king or ihe 
HiunL On thir odier hand, It is expressly siatad that individu^ ownefslup, aud not 
merely a right of usufruct, b esrablislied in the case of redainied knii And th^ 
mrwiy cleared pieces of kmd might also be acquired hy purchase-* Here, therefore:, 
no penmsricm or agreefneut waa necfeaaiy, and this fact^ proved by the recurds, 
ts trrecondUble with the cummem ctwnei^up of 3 compact assodation in the Maris^ 
Each sssOoaK must have had an interest in acquiring as tmich private property 
as poKihle by charing, in fact, the individiml villagers Jm liad different 

Ifi dw Mark, aeconfing to the siste of thdr tndividital propertjv tilt 
nimiher of /fujm ilKy posseasetL* Hettese C* Caro * and after him Brunner/ wot 
tbrad w the very ha^nus admission diai where deamnoe was effected by single 
inch viduak, the ridiet man, who had a larger tuunber of seifr and beasts of burd^ 
luki an unequalled advoui^^e in ibe competition for more property^ But this makes 
the ivhole theory tiiiKnable, for by |]iJs msms the MarJis would soon have tiis^ 
appeared cotupletcdy, and the supposedly npul rights would have quichly dianrard 
into the vtsy oppoitte. 


* Q- IZadhiiii y, Ltl^g^tjuJ, Jm ffTMck^k^^am. JEacitnti, nitt, 

Elaahavtjcdf, Aia. jCaimat., <». 541- 


lii, XU mA 


CL Y. Luif^hit, D|3L at, MS, 

! ^ JiifL v^kuL, li^ IF. 

i 1 ?^ t K$ Gam. cAtp^ W ft 

« ™ lixr <jf taampk^ [16, note 

1 n ^ ^ at4, iJi« Tp P, toj, rmtd 3* 

Jt. / S^kmrni. Gmk, 3|Sh • me., iV 17?. 


THE DIVISION OF THE SOIL 


Iff 


Thus the old itirk-^afiaociariori theory is jliced cm ridis by Jifficulda 
Ln ^pliining ribe evickuce nf the tiuiirpes^ These ditOjcntiie^ m at 

however^ if we give up die ficiion of a supposedly comiaun cwncidtip ot Mark- 
Ln ibe Maris-Jand, and if we assume that d^iaAoe could proofed only 
ia Accordance with the size of the incJividtial ptopcriy {i*e* the nutuber of hides). 
This assumputm is soon seen to be jusuBed by ihe statetnetus g|voi jo the 
Buf^u/uBonixm about the Bur^andiani pdiidptc of deafauoei or the right 3 
^hare in ncwlj^ redattned buid- The jitter obviously plav'ed an impoitant pan 
among themt w rep^tetl kga! enactmetiis e/ere recognrsed o> be necessary otj tilts 
point- Title liii exattisj is espedaliy significant- li a Burg und i an or Roman 
Ttiakes 1 dating In sOva ccfniTumlf lie luts to ^ve the kofpe^ an equally large piece 
of atid Jiold his own new d^'ng without interfereiice fixun dn? huspisJ^ As 
later diles of this Lex show* the poMcsaons of the Rioman were bemg 

cncre^Mdied upon by the tix> extensive clearings of the BurgundianSy* and it w^as 
laid down as a fundamentd prindple dui hsdf the foicsis should belong to dw 
Romans^ In individual caseSt however^ the size of the individuaJ j^perty m 
amble land, to wit ihc tiumbef of Hufin^ was to be tJje standard iu dividing the 

These definidons* however, which had a general valid icy^ are 

as deddedly against an autonomy of the Marfc-assodaiiDit in the mai^^tTm^t of 
cleaEmgs ^ they are atgaijist any frsedDm of action cm the part of the imhvidual. 
Kovalevsky's theory til4t we have here a resEoradon^ or, raAer^ a relaition of the 
genidnc German system of dearing^* is die exsuct re^^erse of ibc reality* 

It b quia dear that the divisjon of land, between Homans and Germans 
created conditLoits which are ifrecondlahle with the ^tlfk-ass^>cial^ott tlieofy* 
Ei !od to the sepamdon of individual pfcis from the rest and prfjmoad the dev'clop- 
mem of private^ not of ccutunort, cwnendup. Pallnumn coTrecily remarked on die 
hnprobabiliry that hidierto separate Roman buldmgs should now have been 
brought togedaf to form Mafk-asjsociaikms.* 

Tile conditions widdi we can prove to ha’^T prevailed tn Burgundiiui l^d- 
dmsion may have been general elsewJjere:, fur even where have no direct 
preof of sudi a division of the land, minierous Germans were setd^ on Romm 
soil on ilte basis of Aoj/frofitaj-* This explains duscondi dons of hereditary tetiaMy- 
These were not a itow sex of rules enacted by thu Fntrtks in die cighih and ninth 
centuries, for cm the latge estates sudi oo^itions were quire conunon by late 
RL?man times. Since it was the aim of Roman estaie-ownm to bring the profitless 
unaJdvaMd [and under cuJtivation, diey offcied fovonra^ temis to seiilcts, in- 
eluding hereditary Ecnsncy with 3 modOTte ti?nt» or feini 3 $ian of rent far severaJ 
vests and the ri^i of dearonce on the rtcighbouring wa^ie and un^ 

oiltivatod land. 

L Mitieis has produced examples nf to which show cpnsidMble lilceneis 
10, and even idendty with, ^rly German ccmdiuofis, a restjnhUnce whidi drew 
his inemiOT to to early rocdk^iil right of Ttiis aboexplairiitod^£iMM 

t MG LL KCI* if cqai.il* t, fl: ^ pnr ta 
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mdapptmStia', theif kitptjy nuce becane mote obviow during the oon if ovwy over 
0 m£ older Cemun Marli-iBscwiiritint but the uplmfcleTS of die old thnwy «»old 
not e^lalo them suisfitttofilyJ They may be undei^tood only by means of the 
“ tu^iimeta " of Roman times, wtiidi tiwy replaced.* In my opinion there b nothing 
iQ prevent us front assuming a condnuiiy of this pracdoe into Geiman times. 
Mitteb has already drawn attentiofl to die law of King Peninas (195-4) which 
funiieied di^e eomomic measure of the great estate-owners.* ft was certainly 
promulgated with lefoenoe tu die Germans, who at that djne lutd settled ia laj|^ 
numbeis as iotom on great Human estates. Tiie vahdity of the generd assuiupuim 
that Getman infT ii entrs were not at work in this matter b proved by the examples 
quoted by Miittas, which show that the same practice Jiad been fbHou-ed bng 
before in antiquity, and in st^<m sudi as ^ypt and Syria, wlient German 
influence is non-existent. T hdieve that they are caused by naliual efflatotnic 
ininesra wluch have mode themselves felt at all t jT T i » ^ anKHi^ different peoples, 
The Romans themselves did not invent the system of loan-land or de>'dt^ it 
in any oeculbr way. The mateHa! interests of eady medieval cstatevowners were 
much roe same as those which had eadsfed long b^ore their day. They liad no 
reasem to abolah to their own disadvantage a dOTelopment wiiick was Steady in 
process. They may have adopted it all the mote readily because the monarchy 
and die church, the leading estate-ownere of these later times, continued to 
cultivate the fiscal lands of Roman times in accordance wiih local custom. 

Tlte ardfidal way in which the Mark-associadon theory has been further 
crolvcd b sliown esp^iy dearly in die dbiirKtion made by A. .Meitzen. He 
ihtnks ihai die Mark, in wHicJi sevnal villages had a share, b to be disdngubhed 
from dw AbtUfule which is similar to die Min-k but belong? to a singh; village.* 
Tlus theory lias already been refuted.* Also, we know that Marks occurred wbere 
there was setdetnon on the ^le hotoesteatl system ; the early St, Gal! * and 
Loisch * roroids give numerous examples of them in Upper Getmany The 
p^csenre of individual ownfirahip of arable land b, moreover, nnt incondsteiit. 
It would only be inconsistent if U were assumed diat the Mart- or vOt^ 
community enjoyed a communal owwiship of the Mark-land- 

■ni. Hgeii proved some time ago that in the Rliine-IantU, where we know 
more about the Mark-assodations. the earliest accounts show diat die SalgGier, 
any rote the homoreads belonging to ilicm, were the diicf holders of Mark 
Finallyp K^r] R(ibdl has r&csqtiv broti^it jfbrwanl a nrw thsiry abovi tlifi 
Mark. He asBimus that ^e Franks b^ a spedal technical method of defining 
boundanss wliidi was an humvation as c[>inp!iire)i! with die old German practice. 
According 10 die latter, the districts were sepataued by waste land,* and the dbtrict 
lying within the waste land was tlie old Getirem Mark ; but RDbel thinks tliat 
this was occer retx>gni2ed as the mow liy the Franks. On the contrary, there wtw 
a n^jf arrangement and a ddmition of boundaries on Salian Frankish inciboifc; 
applied hy the Franks at first in the earltesi settlements, and tJitn introduced 

(*#1}).^ ^ Wcjdiicr, '* Sdit t Gcgck d. ill-r. Mackg^DOMaashaA," jtfinMt. d. tmait., joeilv, J 4 
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gtftimlly in riidr tiOtiqiieiEfi leoiiories. Tills tr^ediod of dcSning botmclaricsi 
W33 Juiop4cd iinivetsall^^ iis if the whale \md wiare ri'rm ;uviar wlier? iK> hoitn<Luies 
Iuk! fschted before. Tlw Frankhh krngSt ^ccurdii^ lo flObdi hiul wemd a right 
to tEte cr^muj aruj desermm ; and also a righi to Ahcilkh the ^oSixuh by ^udiig 
Fnmkish ofHdals to deAne the new Mark** Tlie setting nfbouiKls m the Mark was 
ihc tedmica] encans of estibJkhlng die fopl claim to ihif ^rcffiio.* Tlte order ro 
define the mark (marcai scarir^} proceeded from the king, and was c:ameid Out by 
expetl according to tile prindpl® of triangulatioii,^ so that use was cfakdy 

nKtde of natural boimdary lines sufh as spriisgs atid brooks, while Itt wooded 
district pine-tiees with carved on them (a emss)^ jnd in the EnDumains 
watersheds (ridges and surmni t5)| weit empIoytK!. By loeaiis of dm definidon of 
boumbries royai land was every^'bere separaied from the which had bseii 

Ln prt axiihdidly renDonsatuted (Jberntm) • by tneam of eaitensive confbcattoii^ 
dev3sndon, and deportatiofi ; and thus diete w*35 created a system of compact 
royal viZ^, which fornied the main ceoires of the military posidom 

Against RDbet^s ihcories it can be argued that the^ Frankish proceedings 
are in no way peculiar or new. We find dietr separate dements already'm oxisEence 
tn Roman tinus, espeebUy in the wruing^ of Rnman surveyor^. Springs and 
brooks, and mutmmn tidg'^ and muimirs were D^taiuly used then to 
determine benm^ks,* SpedsI mcntiDn ntay be made of the ^turtsfimtirTw ntnd 
tuitami and e/ar^a/ju,’ which, together witft marked stones (sign^in /nrrm, signams^ 
iv*a^,w-eTe regularly used by eapm ofErnb^ the mark-sepafators and ^iuryeyors. 
On the other hand, tl»e d^oice of prnrntmenr tianira] and e^ily recogniml fifaturts 
aa boundary marks was tmi a peculbr “ Franktdi spiem ", but a naunal and weL 
cemu! neoessir)* which wrald have led to the rane procethm in any otiier land ai 
any other time,* The Roman sj'Sten may have had some tnSuence, Among the 
Visigoths we find the notched trees again,*® and tn view' of ihdr great dependence 
Oa Roman law iliEte can be Hnle dotiht rh-ir Roitian models were the standard 
here. In fact I have a strong suspidcn that tl>e Roman word j^ketw^ wllidi is 
derived from Greek, and h suppos^ to be tlic lecfinteal term for this spedfirally 
Ftaifikisli" type of setdngbounds to die Mart, is takeri over from the agnm&is&rtsz 
(or fuiong other words ^sarifiu WM used hfy them for a field-tEtip,** 

flObei deri^’ed Ids theses chiefly from a few. surveys of xMa^s which have 
wvival fit™ Carol ingian ttmes^ O- Beihge, by means of some spedaJly striking 
example^ proved that in tlve Marks of Heppetd^eun and MJcbelsmdc ^ there was 
no qumtiofi of ^ oomjKict disiricE of mrwn land or r^um ** in Rilbers sense; 
bur char wirlim these .Mirks tliere were numerous communiues of free Inn dowrm 
together wiih ocher secular and religious property-holdefs, die ccmfirniarijcm of 
whose lands aeoessltaied a mme esaci ddiiurinn of botmdsries 21 the moment 
when die king Iml just handed over fiscal Krriiofy to oenain ecdesiasucal 
estaie^wncrs, in this case to Lorscfu TTiere was no new boundary definition j 
the nciemal boundaries were already determlnctL “Xhere is, therefore, no 
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fqnrul syfttematie of the Mark m the ^enorat public Infctest; it k a 

apeixil nacfftaJiyT tlie of ilhe tmtsfereme uf propcny^ whkh hsBih m tills 
ponicular case dte mcire det^^Ued defimtion of boutidjuka now 5«n to be 
agcr^ity 1’ This was abo to the ad^'mtagtr of Lorsdi^* 

Analogous oondliiooF ha\T also been found to rost sn the soudi^-east Marks 
(Moiidstfe, Alraich)-^ Here, abo^ tt could be shown tli^t boundaries fcirtned 
of waste land woe sdJI used during die Carolin^isn period,, and that the Fnmkish 
colonizattun and the estabiishment of royaJ resid^iccs (vi££ja) did not take place 
in the but dong die old Roroin roads. In the case of the oft-quoted 

mark of Heppenbetm cm the Betg^irassep tecenr aichseolog^col reseoidi has 
proved that rfiis districr was already aenled in the Hdbtatt epodi, and we know 
fliat there wer^ setdemmts thei« Lq Ronmi timt^* When tfie Franks set about 
thdr boiitidai^' definitiem there was cerEtinly ao ctimuj or soStuj£> in that area* Here 
as el^whcrc ir h ratho’ a case of andeni SJetilemenis, iwliett quarrels con- 
cemirtg property might ^ity arise owing lo the great number of persons owiting 
taiuL"* Thk eatiensive subdivision of land-ownership irt a nclittvely 
sctilemmt^aiica in the early Frankish period is, above all else, a ckar |miof of 
tbe great antiquity of cultivation in those distiicis, Robdi's Mark theory' h 
not therefore cumpatibk widi tlse records, for these ^brks were cenainly nor 
an mno^^rinn of the Frankish pedoA* 

On the whole It miet be admitted that the main error of earlier Molars 
hy in their ossumpdon dui wlienevcr aMarks were nHuidoned compact seniemcat 
districts of uniform Mark-a^odanon^ w^ere implietL"^ Let ufl recall die statement 
already made, lliat die .Mark, tn die original meaning of the word^ i^ nothing 
but a boundary, an enc!(>$ure, Thi& applies pre-eminently to the Frankish 
Mark'Surveys. We must not read into mtm scmeihing thai is as tncompdhie 
with the maierial content of these Marks as it b with a unifomi ledmiqiie of 
farming over sudi large districis. 

We hirve now reached the point where w can judge of the relationship 
of the Roman sysrem lo the sui:x3eeding Gcmamo-Fiaiiklsh aufingeniutncu Tliete 
were already pagi among tite Romans^ The division of liind into tliesc i$ at 
any rate very andmt, esisiing even in pre-Rufnan dfn^ A fer-reaching 
pa^tdism with early German conditiom ts noticeable^ Hie pagus liad boun¬ 
daries wiiich were laid down in a solemn expiatory procession of tbt? landowticf 
living within diem. TIlLs happened when die crops were ripe j die boumUry 

Slippered IQ be against evil spirits hy the processiuru A oommon 

ectmom^' iie\'cloped gmdualty Emm lhi$ stcmmenial as^odotimi of tlte 
Tlie Gau-associaii^ -were alw called c^mpaganij pag^ They had 

power as leg^ij persons, the pagts/ii hdd InnA The Gau-sssodaites had economic 
obligations in ;^didon to the care of the Gau^s sacred objects; Lt* the enn? of 
the reads, and the provision of wood and food to soldiers or imperial officials 
wbo were passing threniigh- The dues of the paiscstofes were c^ted by the Gaii 
offidab (/nagi^iri p^g&rum) who also had to sec that the laws ot' the pbee (the 
L^x pagana) were phserved. These laws included decrees about the common 
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eccmocnic inieresti <if tbu co-^truJcfS;; m^urest mnixmiog paths, 

bourwbry quoireb, use nf die muliiHded miamon kml, Tlicse 

small rndependmc and tenants of the grtat vbo did not 

tlicfiisdvtis live <?fi dte Ijuicl, settled dther in hcimercads (vu'i of in 

vilb^ (iw). The inkibimnt; of die Isucr, the had a ^xtTpoT^vc 

unioiL* Thus, in £ice, ccrnsMcnibb stntihmtks between th* two may 

be proved. Moreover, in Roman dmES the po$idon uf ^fundus h often described 
not only tn relation to the pagns but also Ln reLuion to the vicuj^ It k a iket 
tlmt the i-fOTw' formed a corporals body widi a gneatjcr co mmunal significance 
than the pagani. " Tiie tocal compactness lends to the vian a tpiasi-iiiiiJiidpa] 
signiiiGinoe.” * The viewiti have a right of ownership, (Sie wcm also lias absolute 
properry in land und h a corpus^ a fegat peisonalitVi MotWVer, in alt this there 
is no antithesis to the German village. Only one concrasc lemnins: that die 
Roman viri Itad no imhxrfium but lay in that of ilie iowtIp* Bur is ihia really 
3 fundainencil diSezeni;:^ ? The Oontradretion assumed by Schultea would apply 
only to tfio^ Gcnnan vllbgies wlticb wen? completely irdepenclent of any great 
c 3 t 3 fe, and were? absoluidy independeni Lmdownei^ If, ^ Sdbulten thinks^ 
the German vilbgc fietd-sysrem was only the mivermai ^gmum fiti aJ vicirjfi 
pertvunt in this nmcjwttt $ense, ihen tnebod he would look in vmji for examples 
of it among German villages. For tberc, too, die soil dtiedy belonged to die 
great estates of dte king, ibe dzurdi, ami die nobles who did not tliemselves Uve 
in the village. Even where the village corttalned smrdler 6 ee JandiJWTim (as 
happened early in Roman dme$}, there vim no village F/ut^ which was a uoji 
of owTicrdup, for it wras itself divided ammig ^-arioua lords.* 

So far^ the exisicoce of ctunpleteiy free Mark*assocfadon 5 lias never been 
proved for tfte early Cerrain period; they have merely been reconsirucied 
as a prab;d>jiity on the basis of later condidons, which are diiesfly chjDse of 
setgneuriol land-ownership* Whenever the iree Mark^associadons appear later 
in the Weistiiraer, tc is more and mere obvious tlmt tliey are derivattves of some 
ori^^ly ^igneurid formarion.* The Esci dial bi the late Middle Ages die 
majority or all of tlie inliabinuits of a vilbge are free peasants does not justify 
die GQEidiJsidn that thar particular viHagie had been a Mark-^afsoctiition from 
remote aniiiiuity*^ Eady scholaiB and rbdr recent adherents * ptooced from die 
asiom tliat die «o-caIIed gentuine iVfark of free villii^e-assodat^ Was dre original 
ftnm, and dut the seigneuriri Mark m% devdop^ in later times. No cenain 
evidence or ecampk of this can given. Ths older dieory of the Win-k- 
assudadun Is buih up on a^sumprions Jong ago pro^-ed to be ialsei vise, that alt fm 
cngazusitium after the Carulingian period were deprived of their freedom ami 
w'm: absorbed by ilir great espies, -wludt were supposed 10 spring up dren Tot 

^ Sdiuiem, PAJaL^u^j hiL Fez i fiili ea-phiUEi^ art^ dlswim u* Sdiulist‘i ihfidty m Gckttu 
*diL_, jtj £ 
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the firs I time- (Otermart^r^^ As a imtief of foe tt tlir entifse of csitfttt wa» 
exactly the opposite. Mtrk^ whidi n-ete ongutalfy eei^neuriaf gridiLiUy 
became free and indcpetKknt.^ 

[n tlie case of Norrfieffi Gennany C^es^plialb^ Lower S^ony^ und the 
northem Rhjnefand) the Marts were in general originalty onoihlvaied land^ lyitig 
between die seriteinenis aetd allowed to lie umi$ed ckiring r^:ognj^ eolDnimujonr 
thus counting as m They probably did not ocmie undo' that lecogiused 

OT^iuuziition w^hicb peopSc are so andcioustocall very early " * undijihe twelfth and 
thiiteefith centtnks. Mam^vcTj similar conditions eristed in U pper Germany alsow 
There* too, there were exrensive arras of pricneval forest ^^^t^ch did not belong to 
peat MarkSf hot were tmowmed* unciiliivatied land, upon -which the Nlarks gf the 
old senlsncnis oguld encrowdi unhindered^ or whm new oiuss cmtLd be csnib- 
iishecL^ Thus everywboc we hyv* excellent example of the manner in which 
[be Marks arose:* which is exactly as 1 had already assumed m dealing with tJie 
Caralmgian period.^ 

Moreover, Scbultert himself had shown rhat a sharp diffcrenDe already exbted 
in Rmnan Tims; for, besides inidi mnnidpat vid m he brings forward in contrast 
to ihe German villages, which lie tegards ss uniformly free corporate bodies, 
thetr were also quaaj-munidpul Wti, irekpendent vilJagea, which, even ttecordit^ 
to Ids theory, possessed a t£rriwnwTL^ ftmdamennil dtfTerence is tliere that 

betWDEn this md Geman Ic^ OTufirions ? 

Id my opituon the transition from die late Ro man to tbe eariy German 
system may be distinctly b-a^ in certain intcmifilbte stages. We liave already 
heard that the great ecanomic importimce of the large estates often ted to tiieir 
exemption from the munidpal system (jmuS In the fourth century 

we find numerous vid which had sot^t the protection {pamdnium) of great 
landowners. It has already been oorrectly pointed out ihat diis pammage 
brou^t with it, for therrviVajor Gaiir^ofnmuDity, the loss of p^rtcfitAKrriwriumJ 
This involved not only a depaititrc fnun the CinKOtirniunity or municipal 
system* but at the sune time a transfer into the rnanorial unioir For these 
rH did not become mdependent village communitks wirh theh own rights; 
instead* a legal condition was established fvbidi appears in tlie Gettnaa period 
to be the rule, i.e, il^ had become members at^ appurtirminces of the great 
matesi 

In atiotlicr way alw, tliesmall free peasants were brought intodosicr economh: 
ocmnectitwi witli the neighbouring Urge srates. Juai as the jsmjkitu 
j^jcsiorAs raentianed by Hyginits rented a piece of adfoitiing dcmiain Und 
in oddidoD to their own free peasant lot,* so die same proraJure may be traced 
in Frankish tiroe$,* and thus the peasants became noi ody sharers in the sexgneurial 
mark {wnpaicwi) widi rights of usage therem, but were abo bound to render 
sen ices to it. 


* Hl Jlj^ Oiac^ It* O. dn K Qiditft* b iW^r. J. 
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in ihh rtjpc*:t conncctird Jind <cmftnuous cfcvcSnpmrnt frtmi 

bte Roman to early Gnmui timja lis been pmved. Let us rcca|rimLiEe. The 
stmiUrity of the early medteva! Miirk ojid rhe Romaa inutiru (or more 
portkiilarlyt ihe U obvious not ooly ^ rcgjtr^ its iitaicrial content 

(wcxmI^ pasujm^ v^TBste bn^ wsierX bur also in die appunnnance of the right 
of u^ge pottiisiotm (acDOfcUng ra iIk tuimbcr of hides]p and in die dgbi 

of wbidi aftervardi appeaiH to be meaxared and limited. Tiic ecofiomie 

atid position of the nd^ibouis (yiam^or Gau- and viliag^-asfiDdate^ {pagtsm^ 
coftykymi\ reveal die sum diaractcrijidc^-Jiei^ rights In deEiutr of dlr&it 
kciiSp and aright to veto ibesetdcmem of foreigners in die viUoge- llie villagers 
are furtfaff summoiied to act as a jmy of netglibour? m quiirrel$ about hsid t 
united as an issocbiicm In tbe Marie ooimdb they ^pmise the locail hy4att-^ 
(Z>jr p€igB;ta\ and deal vAih mitters conDeniijig the 6eld*system^ espedsdly die 
maintenance of its botmdiiries (paths and boundary fiiones). Mark-a^sodadoo^ 
already &d$tcd, therefore^ in bre Roman itm«« jost k in the early German period. 
They migtii consist of fiee ere unfree oaiant^ As a rule* the members 

urere economically unfree; diax is to say^ disy were ^ttted on s^neirriid Wdt 
4 filet whidi c^lams their peculiar bgat position withoutresoning to any of dio^e 
inner cootradictioniS urgtid on all sides against (ire Geni™ Mart-assodaiJon 
theory (if by assodatioas were nic^nt ftee peasants with equal riglttSp who pre¬ 
sumably Imd common ownership in the Mark), 

Ttim we find rinubriiies in all dlxecitofis^ and they are also observable 
in the earlier German codes (tbctse of the Burgtmdiims and Visigoths) whicht 
by ttasott of rireir spedjd dependoiEc m ckt^Us on Roman ccmdlticmiji^ show 
very dearly the connection between the two, and lire uao^fekn fiom one to 
die other. 

At ibe same time, however^ we also sec difierences and new derdop- 
ttisire, set vigorously in moiion by the arrival uf the Gertnana. In my optniori 
dtese are not to be soitglu in lire land leass^ Eripackt (hcredtmry lemirc) and 
TeilpacAt (^ihc^iag^} but rathicrin one oftfre most impoitani fneastires ptmnulgaEed 
by dir f raukisb monardty in the sixth century^ rtarndy die aboLitJon of the 
Irereditaty right of vtcini. It replaced by a law w^hJeh sberws die great 
impoitancc of die new German arTungcmcnij^* — iieredlEary rigbts were now 
extended to colbteril relations, espcdally to brndicrs, dim strengthening the 
right of possession of individual peasants ag;umt the oppressive uudioriiy acquired 
by the great esotes in bie Roman times. 

Other change wfiicli now took place must be added, the breaking up 

of the old selgneurid estates in consequence of land division, and die escabliskinent 
of ninncrous, personally fine, small ratmers on their bnldings. We must, how- 
cv'cr, ti>^y relinquish the ideal pictiiTe drawn by the old theory* Certaifdy 
no bdepentknf peasant republics were fnrnred of free Mark-assodates, all with 
equal rights and equal propcr^\ But die milimry organization of the new soerety, 
and ibe exLstcrioe of a kind of followers gadrered areuuid eadi leader^ brought 
about a further series of grants by the army chiefs and princes* Tire llomsMi 
fisol property which they took over|, did not remain as a ^series of compact 
estates in their own po^sesrion, but was lo a cansidcrahle octent divided out, 
and fell to the lot CM fiumermis free men belonging to dreir following. 

Hand in band, however, with the csEihliskMiit of this small fiee peasant 
eccutomy there goes the limltaiinn ot the individLialV freedom to divide 
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ibc land in his possKuTn—the German It/^vrwartmcA^ 3iihJ iIjc 
W e can far the first mm fiiliy tmtlmtmd ihe ugnjliatiu ba ttai in rhe Cem^Bn 
Jolk codes auch surprismg dccrte^ itne found wherevner then: dmt 

contact m\h the Romans and tbetf agrarfiui la*-, ue* among tlw Lornhariii, 
the Visigodii, the BurgiincliajiSi and the AI^mnifiL The di v^’^hxnfl r^|^pnti4 
cofisequenceat rec^gni^cd by tfjc Roinanjs^ of unlimiicd righxa vf disposal ot.TEr 
pri\^te landed mi5pcity» were obviously fek among the Gettoiins^ ar any rate 
where they had just t^en over those rights, as King Enricos example ^Jldws- 
Tltese Ifmjiaiions,^ which are peculbr :o German law, ttrengthefied the pouier 
of eccinomic resistMoe of the poorer peasmts ^nd were an cfiecttial protecdon 
to farmers, espeddJy ^ the free sale of {and was now aboltshed, and a prior 
right of purch^ was tntmd.nced In cases of exprepmuoa in favotir of zdatives 
{Lex- £uTgmiIhfmin * and Lex Saxonum)J TTte same tendency is xo bd obser\’ed 
in the d^culdes that sunoimded the miiking of ^frs and witb which we 
have remarhed among those tritus^^ and in the cxdusiaa of women from 
hereditary r^dtts in tfce altxi iunong the Saiian Franks and die Ajigio-W’^arni 
(Tliuringtans). 

An IntEresrir^ i^ideiiglit is thrown upon die economic importance of the 
Gttman hcFusdiold commiMirieii {H&ufgejneinscAafid'/iy by the decrees OQticernEng 
die freitilltnjdkt^ In diU Cutmection we katn diiU the sons ofim fiu-mal 
paienwJ propmy wiihpui dividing il ■; ^ Ihcl which provides b nilural explana¬ 
tion of the frtqoeni mention in records of eofnmmj^i and whom earner 

scholars often mistiikfitily as^uffled to he Mafk^^a^odaies find joint holders of 
common property.^ According to the early Salian lavr, gifts of undivided 
cximmon propeny were fothiddcTL^ If the free right of disposal of the fiuher 
was HmtEm 10 that port of the liouse proptirt)- whiidi remained to httn ctftcj" it 
lud been shared with bis sems, tljeu the imimtenartce of diJs household conmmitity 
us un ecimoitiic mrit wcmld have an imotistakobie importance in strengthaiing 
the sodfil power of rtsistance of rhe free papulation^ ejuite aprt from tfie fici 
xkdi tlie farming wiTuld be cartkd on more easily and wiili better results. 

In litis connection I may fnentiffii anotiier socml plicnoDieuon which W'os 
very prevalent among the Germaits in that early perifjd, even if it was not peculiar 
to ihM) i*e. arTiftebJ relaticmsliips and frarentitics# T^y w'ete formed in order 
10 lighten eocinomic dtitia md die sodal burtbi which oppressed die fanners 
on ihc large esiJte^^ Tile aJfrataiii> amrag the Lombards, the kir/namhJ 
amixig die Vitigoths^ and dte blood broiherluxkds of Nordim law, have a 
■dtaractertstic Lnipanance in view of ihcaboliiiort of the ftnmadn hrrcdJtary right of 
iff ™ ai^ t^ extension of Iteredtary right to co! lateral wbiions. We know, from 
fiimikix ui&tiiii£iou$ fn late medieval timos^ thai die tenants <m large estates tried by 
these meins to streugLhen thcLr econciniiic; position aigaiisst the right of tevej^ion 
cliimed by the swgnttiiiaj Since, Jicm'cvcr^ diii righi of reversion was 

frtxjtiendy urged :^nst the sons who liad received rheir portion^i ihe numerous 
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peaaani fannm tsn (he gtaai eiTaiiii tnmt fiavc i sped^ wmatnit intmsit 
m t}te m^ten^ce of tbdr twuMhdd 

Tl±c GenttiiEi retimie of laDoiir-ien mu^r liave funbc 3 «d amj even fbdlitaud 
sitdi jirtifida] fraKmidcs, and this not only in tile nonlu^ There iras 31 natuml 
tendcimy for the bnd-o^^ning Jijader to ^(iL: hi$ miliinrj' foUoflonGf m fiinm 
on Ilk own estaies' j and so the military of^^JiuzatLoa of early German dmi^ 
m empliasizcd by re^nl scholai^,’ was very likely to further ^di ac^onofiiic 
and ^ochl unions for peaceful purposes after the settlement had taktm plaotL 
ImpqrcanT economic and sodaj changes wm aJso caused by die develop- 
nKmt of the “ bencfidalsysiem, a subject whldx natuniUy arises from mention 
of die per^ml followTiig and of miliiary oi^anizariouL TTtis will be described 
in greater detail later on- It will sixfRce for the mofitenr to refer briefly do the 
econnmic imponance of the fret that the lord pro\dded his vassafr widi land- 
Tlie beneflee or bod-loan (JLiAem^t) was at first a compensation for definite 
services lejKJered tn the held or at ocHirt* and in pritidple at Irat was not hOTd4t]ir>"s 
and fcmatnrd tmdividcfL This stimgthencd the economic podiit/jn of tl^ 
viifflds, iind differed fmtn the late Roman jy^tem of We can see ihoc 

infltieoces at worfc in the pb^mnena of die sucoeedi;^ Cajtilingian pp-iod, 
abusci begin to creep in- Tlte fiist Caroliogians weir consiantly obliged 
to forbid tJidr vassals from ill^ly converting benefices into allodiiil pnjpmj‘/ 
Of from using them for dieecajnofmcimpnivetrientof ihdj- owtn private property^* 
a procedure wliich mi^t cause die deierictratiofi of die bcfidioe& These bendloc 
lioldm,, however small die economic valtit: of thdr benefices nttglu be, were 
in quite a diflerem positiou to thdr lord ftom ihar of the Roman £ofanL Tlicy^ 
remained a valuable support on which be could count tn time of and Ills 
prestige and mjlifary pnwTT depended cm theif mjiriber and strength* 

In conditfiiai4 referenoe may be made to s right which, altbough it already 
existed in Roman dmes^ must have acquired a rtew importeoce in the German 
period^ 10 wit the king's right to audiorize a settlement (o lake place by spE^ctaJ 
private, even if it ovetirode the prior ciaitEn of vidni or This roj^ 

right Vp'as apparently marr often exeidsed by the Frankjsh kings than by ihe 
Roman emperors, and was of considerable rignificrnice, for by diis means ihe 
king w M enkaled ro settle trilouisEs in pbees where he hJmseif w-as not a landau ner, 
even against the wkh of the village community^ If we remember the ccfCnsjve 
ccilonkfUlon wfikh wiis gomg on at the time mid die way to whidt the king's 
military Intmsts were alfccied by it,* cspecrally in dj$tTkrts where it was important 
for ibc new Frankish po^w on Reman soU m fiml strong and commatidir^ 
portions, diisc measures are $een to have a v«y spedal political and economic 
purpose. TIic oft-quoEfid example of Benoit (gi () in the rime iif Clurlcs die 
Greai shows tlmt such settlen>ent 3 might in special cases be made cumpuborily 
in face of a refusal OKidvated hy poluical opporidon on the part of die villagers, 
viio, in dik case, were 

Thu#, tn general, die entry of die GenruLns into die Roman sj'sfaan hrou^t 
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wuh h very imponsnr inmvatiom md diiirigiei, ^'tich must hme cotisi?ktaUy 
tmprovjcd ihc pt^don of the amiU fire &rmefS* and cspedally ot ibe tcninit 
DU the eJTMiKi W* iran >vdl uoiderstam^ h(?w It diK wntm, si*di 

^ SalvLiinm of Mursdlles, coutd go 90 £kr ^ ra asxrt fhsi ilieir condiiimii of 
tife were iBuch becter than those of the EWtuiu^* Not mAy di^ wnief* btit 
also Oroshis tells us that imay pJ c fc i i cd to lead ^ hie of fradom and poverty 
imdi^the b^rbanMis tadier ikm to lowrc^Trythbig unda theuobcnable oppr^oit 
of' ihe RnroLm stales. We tia\€ seen, too, dial tile umt was true ol the 
Lombards." 

Finalty, the mw ar^fuzatjon of authority in die Gcrtnan onplie rau$T 
ha^ic diflbed from the late Roman system to tltfi advantage of the fonner. The 
a 3 iK£nrnmoci of Roinim mlc, cm a fiscaJ poiiry^ whfclt ccmccniEEi only 
wtdi seeuring the liigliest pos^Ie taacs, had ddivetfsd ihe fhrmets of the gri^t 
estates endrdy into dw pots'er of their chkf (fCsandmtpr^}* That peeuliar 

community of mtcftst^ which had fidsiecl between die inteodants of imperiat 
domains (jfttKuratorrj) ainl ilse cltkf tenants urnicr their Bupcrvtsinn^ dlsappeaKd^ 
Not only were ihe Large esEttes in part hmken up^ but die majofm- of tm fr^ 
who now sctiloci there os a resuTi of the di\isk>ns^ had in their piibttc 
ofEdals, e^KdalJy in the counts^ a firm support agaiiiatillegd eppressiom The 
rule of ihe domiuns^ wltkh wm managecl by the owners the contro! 

of die central government and die ting's ofiidnia (mwjf 

Apart from the diiecc siaicmeni^ of sixth-century Romans, the dialing 
times and the friutfii! results of this occuf^tinn of land by llie Germans may 
alao be seen indirectly tn die gteater economic activity and the postdvc achieve- 
nienisi of these new a^culmriste. To the great colonLEidons of early Franki^ 
dmes we mnsf add the measure whidi die Burg^ndixn lungs fcJmtd tr tiecessaty 
to take iti respec.-t of dealings and assarts {dt isxsrtis) in order to prevent dw 
Rotmm pi>iS€isofes from being econnmkaily overreadied and outstripped/ 
Is thb not a practical ptfoof of the ^vance of German fuming and of thu land* 
culdvarion which tl» emperors of the lam Roman period bad iiirthetedi hy all 
djc means In their power ? 

Tlie impulse to sudi progtess wus certainly given by the peculiar mmre of 
German legal conditiDirs. As die bertedcc was originally giien in return for 
definite serLfices atid pyments and wk left wtdi the hohJer only bo Etmg oa he 
continiiefl 10 amy these om, so -dte early German land-grants were sub|ect 
to the same hmlmtions as these of die Romans^* They were valid only for the 
life-dmg of the recipient^ and cofuld be recalled by die donor when the condirions 
under which they were given no longer held good* Thus tn the economic 
spliOT, this cltarjcteristic of early German civil law offeted 3 pwerful iucenfive 
for the ftuilfuE use and greatest possible develnprnent of mdUidod capacities* 
The unfree* also* who formed ttie land allotted to them independtudy and rarher 
difTetendy fmm the HomuiSi* must have takm a spechl interest in iE*^ sint^e 
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iftcT pajTOCfit of ibeir fiiad rtur to the Undovner they <»hiM vx the lurpSui 
tut dimisclvca viitlmir bdng lisBipiroJ by immodetalc du& In tiact, a biradl 
offmh air iJew into tlie ikoying Romid wodiL Its systema wm no* deftioytxL 
Thr Germajis atitjpuesd themj bul had^ at tlie rimt, die capacity p develop 
^lut diey adopted uick new vigour and in their own chai^cteii^tic fashiom 
and so lo cliaagc ft to suit their needa. 

The sme h true of the tidiiuque of agmian economy, and we nmstt 
in condition, consider the tcchni™ meihods of Suming in vogue among 
tite RoiTLiTts and Germans, It becomes pbin when, we consider the tradidi^n^ 
handed on by the Roman survneyors and ihe Sciipmrtj nei fiUtKue that the 
Germans in Central Genmny ow^ their progtess in agriculruie and craftworkt 
as trell as m art and sdencE, m ilieir long and sttenutna wmikre widi the Raman 
Empire*^ Tilt wdiinga of Roiinu satveyors are kncrwn to tis in part rtom 
manuscripts beloi^ng to the early mecficval perinch mduding Soine of the 
Catolifigion age,* They were ofavioudy ofttat read at that dme and probably 
put to fnractical use. We know from them that Roman agrarian economy 
was highly de^'dnped * ; bur one important Cici must be kept in tnind j H was 
not a imifbrm spietn ^Pjpli^ ** dnies and places thrernghotu the wide r^tms 
of live Roman Empire* Three were imponant diifiaenccs caused hy chfleraiOK of 
sod, different opporainidcs for marketing naitiraJ products, and a diSkeeat tdadon 
between the technial means of cnmmmiicidoa wid the ^tnte of agriculture- For 
examplev in Scujfhcm Italy, «pedal!y in ApuUit^ them w^ctc eKtenelvegraang fcirmai 
Ln certain parts of the reai of Italy oil and wjne were the diicf products; in jhe 
Oriem and tn Africa the culd^atioii of figs was important, Stock-breediiig 
vigorously carried ofi together with crop-famiifig^ and was also highly valued 
on account of the niiinure obminrcdA 

Many definite smiemcnrs of the Smptixres m mnlcat sliow that the differing 
types of 5oi! were niken into serious censiderarion. in fiirming,* Crop-fieliis 
and cul rivaled ploughlands (aryifl) were taxed according to their pmductiviiy. In 
speaking of Pannonia^ l ly^us expressly tnenoons that taxes levied 

according to prodnctiviiyj as to whether it was a quesdon ofdrrf^riniorarv/ 
S€KunM or of ghnv^Jira or ti/vit vu^^air The soil was 

cultivated with due regard toitsquaJiiy, and was suitably maniir^ Cnlumdk 

discusses manure in derails and gives speck! directfoiis for die use of ihi? dung of 
different aniniaJs*^ Marling was known as wdl as die difeent kinds of animal 
manure*; aceording to Varro such fcrtilirer^ were used capedudlymTr^^ 
Cwd as fkf as the Rhine-* Mc^eover, Jegumlnous plants, dhkily lupins, bean*^ 
and vetches, woe employed as fertifows, as they are to-day, by pfougluitg 
tlicm into die sciL^* 

Tlie intensivmess of cultrvarion is seen in the careful direcuora of the 
Scripti^m rei rvjuc^ about frequent ploughing j^nrmre, etc,), the use 
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of ligfit and heavy jdougfis^^ and of tfifibtrit besis^ of buideii 4i:09rdiiif to the 
tmllty of t!kc ^ ttuit the arable brul he plou^ot Co the tiequired 

aepsh-^ Ifano^iflg (a^otib) regankd aa an urgeoi nectsshy,* and for 
certwi kinds uf produce (/wea^m cc ituSw} hoeing £i rt;iKUi£p) was 

miJSiunciHlfid-* PoTsmdk^ nntonly grazing but ako iiaJJ-rcsiclIfig was cmiomaiy-' 
In spring, the oomfirtds were fcnc^ in to keep out the c^tdc, whidi wcredrj\*£n 
on to die pusrure LimL* Hay^ \'eg)eiablH, and fruii wert much cultivated on 
account of the liigh prices which di*y fetclicd, especialLy whete Ekdghbouiing 
markets oSbred good opportunides crade.^ Gsiio str^sed the Imporoncc 
of diis^ aiwi the later Senpt^^s rsi to some extent adopred !ik directions.* 

As to the genemt system of farming there wcfe certain distinct diflerenos. 
Tlicre weft distdcia of extemivc grazings as^ foe example^ the great e$tates in 
Afiica or ApuJk,. which have already beep roentSonrd,* The so-edkd 6 elfl-gra$s 
system of cpnvejtibk hu^andry also Doaured where wnxhdcins of soil favottrcd 
itj in die moimtains for eaampte- But ii would be wrong to considEr any 
particular systm as chamcteristic of the Roman period. Eotarion of crops over a 
period of ^cial yeats^ quiie in die modem styles may alnsady be observed; 
CcilumeJb speaks of It in dealing with meadow cultiviirioru^* Vaito also quotes 
a saying of Ludnitis, wtikh is imurworthy ^ Jgtum dlfernij (jmrr r^Sir^Hf 
opomt^ out pmlia jnrmniiAnr jertnr^ id mr, mmm mgunt t^rntm, ^ 

llie fiisi part of diis passage may refb- to a two-Eeld^ or fidil-gjass sysran, 
but the second distinctly indicates a romiion of emps^ widi lighter crops fotiowiDg 
heavier otKs. Fallowing is akn repeatedly menriom^ta 

For diEse reasons earlier schpUrs used ii> aiisuine thgt the Romans huroduced 
die three-field system to die Germans.!^ M. Weber demed thi% basing Ids dcuia] 
on geufird tbeoretied grounds, but espedalty on the fact that dime-field fuming 
w' 3 s essenridJy the system not of individual cultivadon but of a vil!^ commimity^ 
and Izii^parabie from Fhriwang^ wliich was not krvowTi to the Eomaos.^* 
His srgumerrt is arbitrary and incondusive* On ihe wfiote^** the relation between 
the German atid Roman agranan systems can hardly be so $iiarp}y defined as 
it IS in hlax Weberns argumetiiE in support of his view: an individual econcuny 
ofi tlw One hand^ and a communal on the other. We have already seen chat 
many of the dumctenstics of what eari ier schobis consJdbed to be a spedficdly 
German communal economyi a ^lark-aiisodmion of already extsr^ on 

the great estates of bte Roman times. In aciual foct die Romans knew and 
practised the dtmc-fldd ; and ibere is evidence of ii among ihc Gennans 

in the time of Pliny*^^ 

An important support of the older Mark-as&odaiion theory has bwi found 
in a technjca] detail the* so-called tenocHluty of dui MarksissociatcSf wliidh 
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THE DIVISION OF THE SOIL tCj 

itTB ftgaidfed aa rhcchie/ prcjof af commumal cqJthiiiiori, and ft's* mgcttin EttgLand 
on bctalf <>f ppeq'feld sj'item. Buj a do$et mmtnatiori &f die demment:^ 
evickfific ir quite eJe^ it is no proef of cotntimnjt tanrung by ibe 

whole village j it is the pcruornil duty of tiie individual to fence bis own pfopoTYj 
and not a general obli^ticm of the cormnutiiiy to fkiee the atahle land of the 
Miirk 4s a whokL^ A in die laws of ihe j:yig!i>-Saxon king Irw {<533-691) 

disdngoidMis clearly between those v [liters whidi liad fenced in dteir lor and 
those which li:ad not** A similar passage in an edict of die Lombard Rodiari 
b equally clear.* The Vtsigodiic Law, in a mote deiaUed passage, eicptesdy 
deduies dial cuJUimmal pasturage was pertulited only where die bidii-ndLiiil Iiad 
not compleiflly fenced in hia Lmd,^ Oibcr dociniwitafy rrfenmees to diis 
cnimer of fcndngi the Bavarian Lawjf* mid die poem by WinJelberi of Prum 
aboui farm work tn the difiertni momhs of di year,* ate such dmt nothing 
aboui commumij fendtig or a village economy can be read into them. Indeed, 
rtodiing is 10 be fotind there which was not already in extstepce in Roman 
*□ i hi^T w-e even get die Roman icchnical teim^ Jafin JdTt^ adopied- The £iLt 
tliai these particiilais occur tn the Lombard and Visigothic ctxles, which were so 
strongly influenced by Roman copdLiioos, may be taken as proof of the mnofictiun. 

Furdicr, my gmend coodusion is diat iM& roniimd^ cf deyei(tffncnt cAoroc- 
fAe wA&lg sysum of ogrurm/i teommy and ttsrAnigwt. Waodelbcrt of Prflm's 
poem oa farm work in the differept se^ns has beep dghdy regarded by ccoftomic 
historians a^ a valuable sauioe of knorwlfidffl for the early Gmnum system of 
&mixngii* V. IiiaiTui-Steniegg also referred to the suBdar desorpuon in an 
Anglo-Saxon cakndjar of die ehn'cnib century, already quoted by Anton.* But 
we have a third poem of dds kintl, also bcEon^i^ to the ninrh centutyji which 
W3S wriuen in Sakbutg-*^ As &r asl can see, it hsA not yei been used by esconcmiic 
liisforiai^ thou^ tt has been studied from due standjHitni of ilie Iiistory of 
G. Swarxenski made a special tnvestig^on of the question ^ to wbcdier 
thb Saldiurg cycle of the months was inAumioed by ciassied models- He admntEd 
die possibility but flniilly decided against -uid described ihc picturea as a 
Catoilngian Invenriun.^ This picture-cycle is preserved in two Saliburg nianu- 
scripts, which do not |pve ihc orqdttal version^ hut one based on a uonhem 
French model of the time of ArcJibishop Amo (d- Sit)* The lexr consists 
of astmnonjFcal and duonological rnfunnatioit with illuaixaiions ^oular to those 
ip dik^ical manutik.^* Swarzenski thou^it there wtk no douti that these astmpo- 
mical iUusirtiiiOTis were derived from dassital modds, as was evident trotn iltdr 
aitistjc trearment of the subjects*** Thus, even if the pzetura of tlie rnotuhs 
W’ere invented in Salzburg, it may be considered certain that ihe whole tdea 
back to classical draes; the verses on die mtiMbs, which are closely ccmnected 
widi them, am also copied from d^icil models.^* There bepaaideraHesienUk^ 
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for dbe iiisicirriii in Swam3i5kj*s verj' tmpottant ooininffltJiy, tn which 

he studies die lepresennitiDna ot the i^itTenent mocithti and dtat fEiuch was 

boTtowed {tom a d^ical cycle, esoedalty t^here rtiml operadans aie dep^ciedJ 

Wt have before m liscc tlic ammpteiS of iliust/ated tnedieval calcndBrs 
ver>* like dsose which havt survived up to om own day nmcinij; the rural pjpuhiticin 
—peasant edendars^ which give for each month a few shott veises ahoiii 
him work, with suitable tHusnadons. As ihetr origin is apprenrly dassical * 
it w^Y he assufned that the contencs, wlikh sre so iptcrestiiig Irom the sLindpoint 
of agrarian economy^ were abo derived from late Roman models. Not only 
have suth voises for each month been found in the eht^CS,* but ii is obvious 
fttrm ilimt whicli have survived from Rtiman times diai tiie>^ were used to cepbin 
the pitaure of tlic mnnths *; an example of this is the calendar of lire papd 
calUgmplust Filoftaltts in ^ similar in pur|iose and enntxtUf 

btu in certain pss^ges the Satxburg verses show a dinea dependence on it whidt 
catvoot be a^ddcnol. Tlius ih^ unassuming Salrbuig porntts^ considered 
by tlteir first editor^ E, Dfimmicr* " to luve no aumk value and to Gcniain 
no Eiisioticnl inTamtaiioV" * ^ve us^ miw tlmt they liave been placed in the 
right light by artbtic and philulogical research, a quite an^pecred tasigln inio 
the hismrical coonection pm^altbig in tltc economic Sphere bet¥?™i hue Roman 
times and the curly German Middle Ages- 

This ts, Indc^ the best possible moment for tJie study of early medievat 
economic and social history- Its aiodliary sciences in die realm of cultural 
liKiory^ have produced such a wealth of fresh revdanotM tiiat it lias received a new 
and firm basb^ and one with quite diffetesc piembes. TIic number of avtdjabte 
records and sources of itdbrmatiun tin? grown enormously^ and the develops 
ment of hi^toric^l method 4nd sdoitiiic eddd^ has done much to rescue ihem 
from otbitrary cofubmadons fay ingenious theorists^ and to sec them on a firmer 
footing* Thus, the general development of dvilizadoD in pre'Camliagiaxi 
times, and after the German senlemeni of the fifth and socdi certTuries, appears 
in quite a difieretii iighi (rctm dtat m whidi it W3i$ viewed by the older hifftottans* 

1 have been attempting to deiji!nmne the nature of die translticm from scHralled 
aniiquiry to the i*arly Middle Ages, hy studying concrete cEamples in counny 
after country and town after town. Despite the widespread destruction 
ojftSequeni on reairring perioeb of interminable warfare^ there wtjs no 
cscnnplete onniliilotion of ihc former dviliradon. Tlare is no doubt that tn 
miny areas of settlcmciit real cotidauhy emied j the tianisitioii ^toge* and a 
linkijig tip between die old asid new' forms, are plainly appaimt. But of coui^ 
it must not be imagined that this comlnuiiy of avilizatiioa meant an obsoluK 
conformity to previously exisdng con-didi^ns. Qianges of miiny kinds came 
about- Evfii in the fonner settlements, and where survivals of die forrucf 
populadon are found, a new order prevailed. Not only did strangers come 
rci be in authotiiy, but the ^pe and nature of audt<icity itself changKi- 
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POUnCAL STRUCTURE 

C O?TnNUrri^ uf sertkmeni and economy <fc>es not by jmy means mvoive 
cxkntiniiity of the polmcal and sodal otkcc^ Indexed diinges in the social 
t>rcter at (Hkc giv'en to changes m politiad stmcniw, and must 
brve caused national charactensiics and new adminbtiative prchkms w beev^m*^ 
fif decisive itnponmce- Tiib is ihe' essence of the gre&t probletn of Kuitur^ 
gejci^icAci whidi we ate constdenng. If ihe fonnef md dJ too nal^T thcotj 
of m catastrophe lias beconie untenable^ and if we have proved tbai no complete 
destruction the oldef order occurred^ tiien ibc grat qncsdcas as to bow die new 
order came about acquires a different $igidhcince. 

n^e new widders of poUrial pow'cr, the CctmanST we have already 
scetti were not uncultured Barbariiiisor send-noniMls in a piimidve sta^ 
of d^dopmeniy but tunl b«n in contact with rhe Romans for cenEinies and 
had liad many opportunities of leanung and vajuing tlicir ways, Mortsover, 
they are describeil as being very mteHigcnt and adaptable. When at last tlicy 
reaped the consequences of their lengthy economic and tnilitary peneemdon 
of the deebning Roman Empire, and by theit miUiaty power made thtniseK^ 
lords of tlie Roman provinces^ dwy found befote new t^ks of politick 
organization- Wc tnust realize cb ^r these were iiioie difficult and mine com- 
plicated than earlier writers have reptesentcd them. For sin® ths old ordia 
was not rompleieiy desmoyed, nor die Rriman populadon enslavedj the Geimzn 
conquerors must have bad to find some mednf vivaaS wtdt them* This was 
no easy marrer and if i$t therefore, tmlikely that tlje new order started ai ovtf 
from quite primidvie bqghming^ It cm hiudly Iiavc been possible to introduce 
a purely Genfian form of ofgankatlon, completely ignoring ali the former Roimni 
systems. The way to a romptombe had already indicated to die Germans 
hy their poifidon in the Roman Empire dmifig the ptcvious cennirie* With 
the Awmw pimn of amhority ihdr political aims w'we bound to change- As 
peaix was gradually introduced It w-as to their own interest to maintain die 
extsiing culture and its maceita] conditinna^ both in economic and socbil 
life. Fmni the beginning k was nfizessfuy to adapt iliemselvts to ihc 
surroundings into whiclt dicy now enmrtsd "as rulejs, espedalLy In d^trids 
where the Roman popubtidn was numericdly preponderanL For we 
imisi not forget tbat tnfi kw states set up by the Gennans on Roman $oil 
had to reefcou with such a large Homan popolatiDn that dte in&w mkrs were 
in some places (for wtample in Italy, Spam, and Gant) considerably in the minority* 
Even ui w hat is now die sooth of Gern^y and in the Rbidfilaml, » far as 
Imperial frontier, there was a considep^hle Roman popubtioii^ which W4i by 
no means to be underefftimated. 

It b not easy to esmblfah in detail the way In which the iwccssaiy recort- 
action was msmcnplkbed, for the sourced of mformaiitiri at our disposal m 
one-dded and of ujiqual ii-altic* We liave lu tdy chiefly cm Roman writers 
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who use the oistomary Rcmatn imrUtiology and thass wTOctimes 1^1 xo dfl ]ustk^ 
to chiMcicrwiiailty Gemum condiritxns^ Thh b ni^iahly the case wiih Caesir 
and Taciuis- Their accouniSp, which ore tindtJubtecUy vnlitablet have been ciIlcji 
35 the biisis for all later descriptiom ami tmplldtiy bdkvtd, y^* h hav for litftg 
been recognized that they have given rhe to serious ctrcrri- Bodi are based 
on bearay and am ddhitdy bb$etL^ Mute iiripomnt stUl* belween those accounm 
and die setting up of ihe Cennan stales on Roman Ibfiw or sk cemuries 

—* mighty interval of litne—and, imjsi slgniTieant of all, during those oentuHes 
die pencfmdon of barbadans (ttiaLoly Germans) into the RomM provinces and 
ihe B^ntian administration was steadily increasing, so that in the &fdi skth 
centuries a.d. dm which was true of the begmnlng of die Qirtstiua era no Tong^ 
held good. We can mcasme the: extent of thk vast transfonnjiiori by the dur^p 
in die meaning of weri expressing the fundamental conoeptions involved in 
political life.^ What did. €jvkas mean during di* long perit^ wtdeh sepsnaics 
Caesar from Crtgory of Tours ? ■ Not only town'' and state two concept 
tiona wliich m dosely connected tn the ancient worlds but, ai Scasr in C^ar 
and Tacitus, a general political body, a public union In contrast (o a prirate 
one.’ MiilknhofF defined it as "" 3 single compact and pdidcally indei^ndent 
folk-communliy Bui this w^ill not do, for the same term b used by the 
same writers for gifts and pwrio, while on the ether hand several rrricujer Rfim 
3 sm^ people** Theiefcre the cnnceptiaD of a tribe nr “ folk ” which has 
often been isssd fur ii, is not really siditabk and may be misleading. Neither 
political bdepeitdence nof the hei of bdungtng to a panicuhr ** folk (PSiSEer- 
sc&aft} arc necessary attributes of the It b utiifoiui iteitber in race, 

nor in ske* Tn diis coonectiEHi Wales Iw rigbity poinied out dial ^ our krguii^e 
is no mote capable of expressing these differences than was that of early times 
Moreov'cr, it b obvious that Cxsar and Taraius themselves ofieu find it d'lficult 
to express the idea ^ecjuately with the Roman teims (rmiw, ^hw, naris)* It Is 
quite impossible to du so in the later German period, when tlir Rutnau poiidcal 
and adminisfrative oTganizatinn had become faorbaitzecb 

Let us look more dosely at specific eramples of die Getmau dpimus. 
H. BnumEr noliced a great difference between tlic west aod central 
of the Germans on the one hand and the poltdcal unions of the cast on the orrtw; 
In the former considerable palliical diviBions may be seen, whercjiS dw; btter 
are moce comprelienaive.’ Tlje true significance of this ciifferenffi can. be imrler- 
stood by examining the results of the excavations in die Limts which have yielded 
mudi important data, espedalty with regard to condidems in the W^r. We kirow 
to-day ^ iltu Gau communirles with only a vi^ as dttir centre .ire oflidally 
called uviiaus^ Thus we have the chriios Uipus Su^yf^rufrj the 

Suevi of ihe Ncckar round Ladenbuig, die eik/ia/ Matdac&rum round Wies- 
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batten^ attil ths ttrinu Tau/unjiwn round Hcddendicim (Nida), BoidniRg 
on the Gau of ilw Su«'i of tlw Neekar on tht aotitii diert iifas ihe ehiiaf 
Aqvmm, wiili its eenot ai BadfflHBjden. Rottenbur^ was the oentie of 
dw dvit^ SumtliKinrjMis ; and in dit dtstncE of Wicfipfai duire were 
^ rmmy as tliree ctvjVowj. Hcre^ iJimfore< dvifcj meam Gau’^mminuty. In 
rhis r^km tht Germans for the mo$t port rooJc over the Rom^ names of die 
Gatt ?; the Lobdengiu of Lopodunttm (L*HJen!3urg)i the Nicbgau of Nida 
(HeildOTihwni)^ die Ekengati ipagus Afttmensis the of Aiigiisla 

Rawrica^* etc. .* i - j l t 

Tlie divisioits in the west and the wnue nuy be cssiiy Mplained by iiifi 
late Roman provinedai or Gau orpni^aiiofi wliidi was fsir develop™ there, rather 
than bv the pecxiliarides of ihc German states- ’The Gemtanf took over the Roman 
orgaiuiadon, as we leam from these tmd other Gni names in ihe early ntedtn'al 
periocL In the east, however^ wher* dw Romm sj^fem of admmisi^tTn hiid 
not penetrated htf the descripiitm of brge unions is ei^y imder- 

s^ood^ beeaiitse die cenn is used by Roittan writets^ U^’lng! 3 t a considerable distance, 
in a %ague and indehnite sente to describe who!* peoples or secdoss of peoples^ 
ChitiZi is the fotk-^coinituioji)% differing widely m site- 

Lei us now follow die Romafi developmcm, siaoe our infatmiiion b derived 
™ly frtnn Roman wurces. At die end of die second ceitmiy a pro^ of ch^e 
begins j die old folk-community is replaced by an urban otganiaadon and eiVitax 
denoies the autonointnis town wtdi its dbtriirL^ Thb sheds U^t on die Georofi 
* mentioned by Ptolemy in ihe sramd century, for irdAis^ h a tedimcd 
term in the |ega] terminoTogy of die time.* When in the fourth centniy poUuca] 
adminisuadon was suectseded by eccfesiasdcal admimstrauoo, adopts tJte 

meaning ^'episcopal town” or "‘episcopal dioceseThis divisicrit appears 
to be already complete in the so-oiied Nodtia Galdarynt of tbe beginning uf 
die fifdi oefitctrv, according lo which GauJ was divided into 115 m'uucci of this 
kind.* The folk-corainuriity became a bii(i*commuiOiiy*^ This im of the 
word civimi is indicatad aireidy in Tadtus,* akhough Ik uses h also at times for 

flurtp, populuw^ These iMd^cotmtiiitUTieSi differed greatly in siifie, e\eii 
in the time of Tadfm, We cuinoi, thcfefme, attempt even an spproximam 
caJodatioTi of their ecDctiL I do not bdicfve ttei die practioe of securing ihe 
Germim ciVifuttfj by byitig waste a wide l^utidary zoae, as described by 
wid oiliw German vmrcR, was follcwKl In the of e\ cry single ctviW j ti 
probably took place only in die caemrior and greater folk-tinions or sEates, which 
went also dcscribeii as 

Tlie theory Is widespread that pagjij^ Cenr, a subdivision of die crvr&yj- 
It eotdd be so, and certainly often was $0; but nor alw-ays- Pagnj^ ca a 
word of mmy meanings which may desente any definiie OWrur did 

mit simply mean a federadon of stares, and Gciu the Gem™ single state- Smalltr 


I ^E_FiibrKi^a»o^ciL; imi tCo<i®H,iT^imir. 

* ^rfimniywop.'dt, 305 i Ml Ad Sdit^ra, DM/^irvgrmfm dr 

HheUL ^iUKUlB^ J| 1i<- * ^ 4_ I 

^ Sw rii-Mp ^7- * op. Ct^ f?4 

• MG. AA^ iri IF-, »d S. RImIuL, cp. Hl, IJ t _ ^ :r -l 

f Ai « disinaa cample at ihil <hM^ w ^ oswiiiMfU ^ d= , dcaib 

of whkii sttt en'cn hy Ttl jWe Aujpoa ifa/T=rf (iptoj, 11 C. 

* ^ trbnncv F. Ddlii^ op-If t 
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co\M not be suJxtiviikd fitnhcr lnu> Gaui; on tlw other imvi. It ’ft-as 
poisilib fur sii^ Gmts lo pow into ifttkspeniktit cirim€i^ Is thiw, tben^ 
zmy political meaning m atucbed to iloe conception /niguif which h used by 
Cisai 4ntl Tadms iji tkacribtiig Gcmtsnccnit^ f In my opfjiiori a diatininiofi 
mijai be befwcn llie btw tcnn paffus (mcafimg Gau> and its use by these 
Roman wriirrs. Tlie German G^u-names in Frankisb and Other documents 
from ilte eJghtb ceniury onwnrds ant mostly nuthing but geographical desetip- 
dons. Tliext Mc Cmis ewimding into Several comfits (Grafs^hajiefi)^ and 
ootmdes in several Gaits* Moreover, ibe variaiioits in (heir boundaries mt 
etddsice that these Gaus were noi palitical endiic&r* Gau is not only a purely 
territorial term but ooeaaonally denotes (as do tlie name^ of politicul districts* 
ewKifafur, <mcaaix, etc.) the people belonging to the Gan, For, above 
a!Ij one important pljimomeFicm most not be mi^ooked. The free Germans 
who have Rof entered into any rdationship of pstronage or dependence are 
not idretpiently descril^ in llie Frankish period as pagzns^, in onkr m distin- 
guisb them from t»iaiits on ^ignetuia] es tales, and> on the other Kandi the term 
is used with *he smse meaning as riw** Thb afibrds a distinct indkariem of 
the 9 pedat meaning of p^gui^ To belong to tt was the condidoa for 6m tzmhK 
of certain public liglits. 

1o order to undmnmd die language of CKst and Tadrus^ we must consider 
Roman lepl concepis. In Roman times paguj had s definite legal and polifical 
XQcaning.* It had not only an estnblisbctl frontier and tertitorium hut also 
possessed Us own religious ceremoni^ and admiclstmiioii for Lading out and 
cullivating the bnd^ its own directors pn^rtim) chosen aimualty;, and 

ftsscmblics of itie Gau-as^ociates, by w^hich the cultivation of the 

land was carried on. Hem we already fiod inembere of a Gau-oomruuntty 
described^ as bier* by the words paganl and The snse of the commirnity 

varied constdcrably. The p^guj might be the temtoria] equivalent of a chiict 
or a subdiviiHOn of one.* Hence wc ha\'e a grear variety in ihe use of the word 

The theory that the pagu^ of classical writeni was. alw'ays the hundred is 
quite udtenahte* To my mind it i$ a dedrive fqc:t that the economic hypnth^ 
on whieh 6m theory is based had no real cxisictEce, for the so-called ** Hufi rbeoiy *** 
aecording lo whiidi die himijred consisred of roo imiis of land {ffu/if Gr^uAitfi^ 
AUt} to vHiich was aciached the obligadon of aticndance ai the mooi: (DingpfilcAi) ^ 
ts quite mcnrrect, S, Rdt^iel hlnudf had to admit tlmt ** dili diviskm into 
hundreds ^oon disappearedi on account of die form adopted By the great 
srigneurial estate in Gertnany "x Bui ihene b no evidence of die territorial 
hundrtd until hitr \ it does not appear In Englartd mini the tenth ccttniiy** 
Moreover, it h now proved that die jgreat estates did not appear for dw fir^ 
time in the Carolingian period* as scbolars used to rhmk but wctt: already to 
erisience in ibc tiine of Tadtus,* Tlie di^dsion into hundreds would* dicrofaFC, 
hove been abolished* or at least broken tiien* Moreover, Tadtus lumself tells 

* lUL * R ktyibH JT^ck liheGtu (a ^ jWT4b3i^ iL L 14 . 

* Sm my ewr in Muratn Antrr. xotiv, 411« UKl Fchr, w 

Ctcichtifal^ I. £r»L. /, r. *914. -| 34 - 

* Stt Ad, Sdtttbcn, " Dae licfc^rcacn ROth, Rddacn.'* H/iM.t. Mm. L, 43a IL 

J»wd ♦*Dk Laadpcmdndcfi im F4iib%u, Ull, C|i iL 

* SelwilraE, AfMj,, b I liil, 614, fifr i£ 

' Ibid, ij, auj ^ ^ ilp^ i Riotadbd* Oii* rit, pp 

* if CL V. Sclrvem, m O* 
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m tli9l land waa itiviifed tSgfS/arkmcm^ lit iinequil And 

finally it is imptiissstblc m ijUTtain the hypothesb that die cnrrtinon tmcmen ^ch 
possKsed dfily one Hiifi* 

When tt MS thai pafu^ and hundred waM not be tqumtlenf 

die xbeoty ad\4UKxd rii3t die was die result of the setdement erf a 

thousandi which was diaughr to he a tuasronury Gernun army divtdon^ Actmlly, 
howe^'er^ no such ihousojids era existed.■ 

But now iet us consider the himdr^ iraelf, remonbering dial ii appear 
oumparariwly bte as a temtortal dmriori,* Thm b certainly mndi ts be mid 
for the theory' (fat the hundred was originally a union of persons* whldi oun* 
(i> fme a local sIgnifiQnoe only at a bter date and among fiome bur mt ail the 
tribes** In support of this dteuy may be died the Visigodiic bw in which 
(he ceift^u b a dlsidon <if ibe mefi of military' ^ tlierdbre, Impossible 

seriously to maintain * that the sources contain no tndicadoti of ntimeriail divmon 
in tbe German army,* Momati^T one of die tvio passages in Tacmia which 
ate quoted a$^ evidence for the hundred expressly rtfeis to the army otgankadon 
a 6 )- Ai the same dme 1 agree with the assumpdan of varidui 
sdiobis that ndihei ihc bundted, nor the long htindred (1^0)1 ^ ^ taScen 

UtcfolEyf but they simply mean any lat^ nuniber. Tlibie ladicated by □ remark 
in Tadmik* in chapter 6 of die Germama.* Dijinimf et - «n/^ ex 

ligalh pa^ sum utfue ipsam inter sugj y&amttir^ ei ^ui?J pfifTt& 
ji«>* iuTT rwmm €t hatwr est. It is also dear from this passage that dve hundred 
wa (3 nor at that dme equivaJent to the but must have been a closer union 

vvithtn* or forming pari of* the Ians'* Even in tbe bter Carolbigian period* 
when die cenisim has ainUned a local si^vificaruce^ then: is doctmienlary evidence 
dm the same word may m^n large bands of workers (e*g. people under obitgadon 
to do bboLir service) widch did not consist of exactly a huudi^ men-* To 
dm day in Norse the cxprmsiOTi AunJjTmrgr simply means very many In 
die Carolingiatt even as m the Merwitigian cmtrrt^ oeenr vdiich denoic 

a pi£r$ona] union of faemcti without any thought of a Itundrod-dismo wludi 
they miglir have settled or Infabitcd as a compact society,** In. passages wJieie 
renffna is at ihb tunc used in the seme of a g^graphical district* It is certainly 
a nibcUvision of the pagui^'^ 

Since, therefore, the me of the tenn in dik later period is not hy any rnenm 
lindurtn, the two attempts at explatmion* ihc so-cilhri^ arniy theory end tfa 
ffaujin theory' respectiv'cly* may be: cnmljined or* bettor still* allow^ to exist 

^ SfK iboWp f- 

I SfK iriraeka^umnicA/utiff Jk^ Ip 3^^$; £ (ot _ 

* H-ictBcitad, '* pgrain, Tjusmcbchart*" ^ i;Tvif, C, 

* S«e alicrw, j 6«. _ Brunna, op,. 1 ^ na, 

* 5 a en tM» point uiy may lit d. S^Mv^pur^^sjmg tt i 00^ ^ 

^ 5a G. Y, Sc^oin, vp. ri£-* xc^ if. 

■ IL DttU^xlkk, dr., 1^ wutden lJut iLc hnndnsd ldl« Wk A ^ Gw, niKt thuClt fomu 
die filbgie Cr dk loppidlns (a lilt dlvtricf b tl^ yttknwT tt tiia pbefi. 

* Sot die poHiiee dJfld iiy am, Ztu.K^./* HG.j Doevi, f £ 

** Ft*f i&^xranMiott I Imr tisidt toy yaUc^tK, Kud^lf S> 1adi d 
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Sr CMadv, ^ ^ttldn Air In bic&adijuc de fa Giuk^^ fatt dh'in minpdi 

a rdT^k^nnt da Sa. U» 2^4 ll£ 
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side by adc- if in early limfes tbe hundred was not a local corioe|Hion^ 

a hnndred distncTj it m-ay, nevtnhdess; its i for she army itnd die 

Of Ksembty^ Iiave liad a ckJmiEe legal f;^g^iEcanae for ndJitar^v poUce, and 
purposes. Further support te lent to this tlleorj’ by die modern vkw of die 
econonik atrocture of & Gaii^ wttich e%'en in the liitvc of Tadtus sotnethlng 
more than a ^etilement of fire GerrnarfSj Gau-assodates (pagtnstf). k IikI 
been euefoached upon by Bdgpetirial estateSf wiitise fin» and lulf-IrTe tenants 
wtTC of no importance sci iW as polUird. rights and public administraliofi were 
tsDTKcrfietL Metfeover^ privata ptnonage already ctistod^ and inicmtpted 
direct siibordinaiioti to public autlurrity, IL Fehr baa explained the djtal sinictmi; 
of the Frankialt union of subiects^ in his description of the obligaiiwa to assist 
sn ikfdice and tn jusctc^ imder Ftankkb law. The omowk: union Ta tlie folk- 
ttnioiip the union of fra ftilk-as^ociaties wbo swear die oath of fidelity i it is 
die uniiwi for the mny and for {usdee. Tliose bdongjng to it; the 
ire ihe freenMt living In the Gavi+ who are not under patronage but ire directly 
under the cmmL Tlie wider union of sublects is different &Qm this; ii is under 
obligation to the CGmitstus and includes all inhabtEanc;^ of tlie Fnmkish 
kingdom! not only the fra^en but also the halW™ and imfrec persons who 
do not tnke tbe oath of fidelity* and those freemen who are under pamma^^ 
Tije conception in the sense of home or fatijcrland^ is connected only 

with the closer union of subjects, the fdlk-union- Thus there tn the 
CzmiiT^Uin period a narnmver persorLil union iinthm the Cuu:| which represented 
public rights and duties* and did ntit cdndile geog^phically with the Gau* nor 
with a definire local cJtsirii^ withiii in 

Polititaliv speitkiog^ ibc hundred merely a part of the ervitar without 
independent significance *; for the seat of politissl authority was Ok 
the assembly of all the fittae folk-assodaies of ihe tiyimi. It erercisKi supreme 
militaiy audinrity by deciding on war and peacc^ and fopremc judicial authority 
by cmndslng a jurisdiciitin in uiirestrictcd eompetiiion to dui of die regular 
ojmiE.* It also chose ihe oflidals in charge of the adnunistmiion of jitsdce 
in the Giais and villages. In tfafse assemblies the young men were fit 

for military service * and itKieby their acceptance as admini^traiors of public 
justice w'us decided. Since there is ajwtsbabk connection with Homan condidons, 
tlie ctriLu may either be identical with die Grfu (p&guii or comprise n analJ number 
of siicb comraunities (two cr three), hi which case this h^-poihraia also explahis 
ibc BCih'itj^ of the pHucipis prfr pag&i For ilte vicoj need no longer 

be regard^ as a subdrvhion of the pagusj but may be its central pomt.* 
V, Schwmn vrx& ri^u m maintairdng that the addition vkojqsst t« mcxtly an 
eiqilatvniom a more exact definilion of place." 

The view held by oider wriftrs of the economic significance of die hundred 
™i no tong^ be acrepred. An early theory was that the liurtdred wk mgiitaUy 
identical with die Each Imndttd occupied A largs lecfiiory, widiln wluii 

hlark-associations seized various districts, whkh. a^n indudrd various vtcL* 


CmwJLtw/wuiWt ^ ^ (GitfWi 
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Froin an cconnmk point of view ihc revetn* procesa b mote Iticety. *riji: vki 
Wete thfiio and the Gtus wxrc a temtonal convenes nf vui. The htmdieds 
ami Marks probably sppeand lates as the jiaiui^ consequence of scttleraenr* 
Tiib escplains much mom easily the iaet that not only hundred and Murk, but 
alsti Mark and village could cotndde^ so that it possible fbr a village to form 
a tiiiQidt'cd^ 

Wiiai ilien ivas the stacte of idliirs :is icgards landed (roperty ? ^ Tc^hy, 
rlicre can he liardiy any doubt at ail thai, ai least in Tadttfg* dnic, not only privaie 
property m land bur also lar^ “nianomJ eaTarKS ■snere already in ciistmoe 
amuiig tJtc Gennans* The tand by no mesins inluJbited suldy by Mart- 
ass<xiaticm3 of free posants ^th eqijpl rights- The economre founebtions of 
the hundred and the iriiier stractnrt of die Gau must be undmti^ad iu ihe lig^u 
of these facts, Moreoverj the land was frapjently owned not by die Mark iteelf 
but by a f^xmp of seigneurbl Eerunts* 

The Nomad Thec>ryp by raeisns of which soiue scholars tried to explain 
die hundred, h quite imiiena^ to-day. Further refutimon is tttinecessary here, 
^pedatiy as die hypotheses on whidr this pasm^ or foresMlicory was built 
are no longer tcnalile. The Germans were noi notrods in C^sars time, imy 
cnoiT ihan Germany was a land of great forests, as cojiier scholars inoorreoly 
assumed. 


I agree with IL Bntnner so far as to lidie%'e dial the Imndred In diia early 
period was 3 mllicuy and Jufisdlctioiui] ^CNdarionL Neuher of die 

m Tadtus which may t^er to it (^rmsinh^ c- ts, 13) can be explained as 
indicating ft linwted geographical Tlie ^tnuttl whom he mendiipas are 

persons eleaed in die army organizabon (c. tS) as also tn dtc judicial organizadoit 
(e 13) ? in the former case from the single f<^giw m die latter expJkhe* A- Mulkn* 
lioflT lias already argued* as a^nsc the view taken by most hisiorism, that the 
hundred counctllors mention^ by Tadma in diapier iz could not ha\^ been 
the bhabitancs of a ie* a disctici of a hundred ffujin with a hundred 

Lmdowners or heads of households, for in that case wJiere would be the crowd 
of pic^j fieim whom they were chosen ? ' Bmnner also stressed tlw: fact that 
th±rse hundredmen "cannot iiave been the /}mgm&m£r of a geogniplucalLy Umited 
hundred MtUlenboff was ri^if in regmdtpg these cmieti 33 a tornmi Pee 
pf a Larger union, pafnHel witl* tltf cavahy-cintBfid in chapter d of T^ms* The 
larger union from which iliey were taken was, be duMi^t, da pagfi^i wliidt lie 
imxoiected with the diousan^ M a matter of fact, judging by the context In 
Tadtusp dupter tx, this greater union cui only be the iumdred 

coundllors stand alot^de the ioneiiium. Tbc pagi (with their iippear as 
tlidr subordtnaie unluns. They are taken cx pUie^ Le. Smu tbe whole people, 
the folk, as dvit&i liaa usiiiilly b«fi translated- 

Tilts committee of a hundred CDundllors of the people, who sLind beside 
tlijc prinnipes^ appears to i'iavr occupied a different position from that w^hfeh had been 
customarj' up to this time, h has been thought diai they accompanied tbe/irwc^ 
on their jotimeys through the pagi^ an mierpreciuon obviously mdicated by the 
term ftimiM, i,& oorapimtons or following. But are there not strong obpjciiotcs 

~ £VuiwA« Alunumihv^, Sv*. *rJ. for tfcn tewtf tiio I osoMb tUv ftwdU/fi^hncy 
(itfuMd py me ibav<Ci n(S) tu be un lff l lWiT , thdn^ « Bw ti«a wq^rtcdi by S. Hktidwl in 

t- tr*f^ d> ftman. I (f^Jr 
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Against \tsy lilcnii tnosbiion ^ SucJi i fol lowing wtHild c^rtiinty tiave 
b«n imumaliy fiirgc for tlitf purpose.* I>o« (not the fact tliai they utm elected 
pM* show that these n^yruff j wm not a following at all, and h rt not more 
leasonaliie to assume that tlidr co-operation refored to tlie ooundlltm of the 
dvitoj ? Then their lar^ numbcE and their election from the people would 
not be at all strangei Tliere is also positive evidence in fevour of this view. 
Such a conuniftee of counalhirs is actually known to have cii$Eed among soedc 
at least of the Geniia[n peoples in this early peHod. Caesar raenttons among 
the Uhii i sFniiius dtre^y cotweetEd with the prirtc^s^ This cannot refer 
to the whob ffilkHpmunumiy, hut must refer to a cominktee** Moreover, in 
Qaudkn's Btdium Cedcum a body of ooimdlloTs h moirioned.^ Einally, ttiere 
tA a third pi^sag^ in ApoUumrb Sidomusj wltcre an assembly of oiimdllDn 
formed of the dders is mentioned; De Gemrum ^mi/aAkur/ atai miat 
dflrtu viruBa^ mncms f^&nailils. * Mubenhoif lilmsdf conduded " flut in 
die more genetal {Ai/iAbigm) a narrowtir circle of emineni men vHdi 

superior rights was set apart i the people, as a wholc^ or the tommunity, only 
agreed to or vetoed proposals This would agree very well w-iiti wjiai TacUtici 
gives os the Erdt of the hundred c<imms ; Cmceliam aimul er aacwiMJ, It 
would therefom be more comet to describe these cornices ^ adamant judges 
or icA^ins mtjier tliun as a following- Thh agrees wtih the veri> adru.tr chosen 
by TadiuSp whensas immediately afierwards in speaking of followings he uses 
dtcianmr (c, 13), 

Faulty, who ore die prl/sci^^j with whom diese cenuni er phh am dosely 
connecied ? They have been differoidy e^cploined. Brunner thought they 
weie diie&> and, in consideraiion of die sbnJbr niimic of the authoTiiy wielded 
by kings and chiefs, he regaided the German nw as prmcepi ervimtu, the Genruut 
prinerpa as a small or Gau^king.^ Otb^ scholai^ Undei^ood this term to denote 
judges of die hundred or diiefs of die hundred; wlicreupon it was tcimtked 
dior then: were no Gau^ormces * Bur ihis b Uicomparible widi Tadtus' account, 
for he expressly antes diat these prindpta were appointed at die ascmbly of die 
Biit since, on die other band, there b m need to regaiid a hundred- 
district a. pagtiSt^ the interpretudon of principal as judges or cbie& of the 
hundreds is improbable, 

A passage in Cxsar \% 13) is thiicided eviderH^ i^^iJnst chb miciptetit- 
don; itissimilar to the one in Todtui which we are discussing,^*and may pcisihly 
have sert^ as a model for iu^ It sp^iks of prmdp^ regkvmn atquf prngnrum 
and die ocrtaiidy were not smaUw dbtricts, perhaps viUages, or hundnsb, 

but Larger oreais. Tltis is pruhahte because rcgui seems beie to be superiof to 
pagua Lind dbewherc jt also rn^ns a superior and larger area.^ 


* WiJh* “ UtHadicpRodpvi in ^kar Gcmiiiiuii da f* J?rtisfcs4tt (kwl, U, 

*£u 3 Tlnafickcmi, Dat wii^HtKha Suau 31- 
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A djifiOTnt tniE^bidoD mmi rhcrefcne be found for \ht ^wopd ffmcipct in 
Soifne ^chotn^ Imve ihaf a rcpuhtian eau^rtd among 

(be GernitUis m tbc titoc of Qxstr and Tadtn ThiS| liowc¥cr> is Itatiily twtn* 
patibk with the acootmts i^f tile Roman wrim^ ’tfho expjc^y mentimi kings 
in conrMxnon with a large nuitibef of Gemutn tribes Ati 

atternpi was mafk 10 expbki ihis hy as^^imJng a temidrial diJTerencc^ (or i nsah oe 
that tnonardxic^ exbted only among the tribes^ while the rc|mblic was 

the prevailing form in the west*^ But thb disdiKdon h Jnocsmfci ; for in Tadtus^ 
on w'huie informaiion tltc co-esbrwicc of monardiy atid repwbtfc was assmued^ 
we find evidence of kings among ihe wesi^m peoples, the FriMns and Chcnisc^ 
ifac Bfueicri and Sigambd on the Rliioc ; and among the BaEavi at leiut one 
regia itirpi h cxpr&dy mentioned* Tliia jiaaposinon of republics and m^r- 

was based m particulEir on the disanctioii made berween reges and pria^pes 
by Tatdms,* who on one occmou says of the latter that they were chosen by 
the folk-assembly (^conclSwri} * * and fufther* when speaking of the Ftj»an r^«t 
adds ibe timifation in qinmwm Girmani regnantur^* Some sdiiobis iucbfifi 
therefore to regaxd the monocchy as a " secondary phenomenon ", which imy 
have appeared owing to Roman Injiueoce^* while a few held fonnsly tbar 
in the sjitesT rimes tbbe were king^ am ting aJj CeimEins^and that more democniii t: 
systems foimd ibeir ’way later into some of the fribes,^ 

We owe to philology the impentaut obsemrisun * that according to Tadtuu 
then: was no essentia! intemid difftrenoe btstwcfin die nrindpate and the kingship^ 
but that the dUimmoc in these Roman lerms lay miner in the ttumber of thi» 
in auibonty; in die one case there ’Was the refc of one ak>ne 1 tn the oiher the 
rale of severe!. 

To-day dieie can hardly be a doubt that kingship csisted among ibe Germans 
from the beginning.* We may a$sum£ abo that amntig the Angto-Saxons and 
nordicm peoples it was to be found imiveredly In the migretory period, 
cvm tJiougli here and there its scope migliL be small or there r^ht be 
several kiti^ mling together. The mentioaed beside die king b Indis- 
tingubbable from foe coundl^^sembly or court of the Anglo-Saxon 

J am oonvuioeci that the dikf evidence for die supposed election of foe 
pfinriper has been wrongly interpreted* Fof4i aecoidJng to aJi that Tadms s:^ 
cbewhere of ihem^ the well'-known semtnee about foe appounmeni of foe/rinirtptr 
m foe €0n^iiii£m carmoE be imerpreied as meaning that rbere for die frr?l rime 
they were fredy chosen by the people. Too little r^iaid has been paid to foe 
■sense in which Tadtus Is accnstcuned to use ENgmaur dos not mean 

ejectingbur nraking a chreoe from among the ousting T!w 

* s<e WiitE, JOK Bnaa^^ IJ4 ; nd C. V. Bebv^ 

* 5 ee jeltiu MM cppCol W. Vest, m f. ahtti C^rmiutim (l II j), 
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choite talers pl^ for tj)e purpose of juri^£ctia f^cu pkaxifue- No ms 
can maictain iltat ihia wisa the wie actmry of ifa principti, They wete not 
fredy elected from the vliole m2s^ of fitsment biii ~were taken from the dbtln^ 
Tadiui him^lf says w in speaking of ilie kingufilp^ whidt 
we must think of as an deettve But lie makes no essentid distinciiDfi 

between me and primps, where lie spesks of die tiglits and dudes of die ruler.* 
TTk Idiig is fulisr and represcntniive of tbe dWtai (t 11)^ Even wheir T^ms 
is speaking of the comij^cus {a 13, ^4)^ he mendons only prmdp€e; the king 
seems 10 be Included in the lerm. Even those scllotars wtin rrgartled die principti 
as diaiactenstic of a republican systjcm had to confer that the dlfErretcoc beril'oefi 
tbe authority of die king and that of the tepuhlican prutelpti lay " not so much 
in parncuUt rights^ wlilch, on the coatrary^ both liad almost crmpfriely in 
conunon*^, as in the herediEary^ psinaple is compared with "^absolutely free 
choice of dlstrici This corresponds to the oibw feces whid) wt lesrn from 
Oesst and Tadfus about oondibons of rule among the Germans. Even wliere 
they are speaking only of princip^i^ as for example among the Batavia they mendof) 
that these are tx negui rjfrp#** Similarly also among the CheruscL* ^inetimes 
several kingsi" rtihog togedier are mcnrimttd, as among the Fraans.* Moraw 
thxptatcipi^ are not simply elected by free choice from tbe ccminon freemm, 
but are taken from promiiKut and noble femili^'^ On ilw oilier hand, where 
jv^« ruled ihere wbs no luicoudidonal inherttance, bin ihe pcopfe had the right 
of choice^* Tacitus expressly says: no: regiius dia G&era 

{G^rm^y c 7)* 


Tlie guidance and Isiderslup of ibe civicor originally in the hands of 
the ruling families of the noblest descent- Even m monarchwil auttes 1 gjner^ 
peace is not a royal petoc^ hut a folk-^^peice. It does not depend on the kitig^s 
command but on the people^s wall. T}iu% the cemis for this rule ora etpressh'e 
of its ongin and namre^ Tlie German piuJa^ ( folk'lfeadcr) Ls, perhaps^ the mosl 
descripdve; the rukr is represenrative and leader of die people, who diemseEves 
have die pow'ov And, furthnr, K&mg ts the lord of die femtlv- I cannot agree 
that this otigm of the Word reveals an hereditary pnncjple inherent in tli^ ooucep- 
noo ‘ i on the coniraty, tt cemtains an indication timt ori^nolly, m the truly 
primeval pedud^ there was no^singk miei but a. polycracy of tbe lieadstif'femiUes.^* 
Compete with this die old form rtt, Gothic rrib (guide, leader), wlddi corre^ 
spem^ U> the Latin Is ii not true dot budl terms express the genera] 

phenomenon that in the earliest rimes the Imrde, tlic family tmion,** and then 
the separate tribe or “ folk represents die politlcd orpmixadon ? Evtn in 
historical rimes we may obseve tlie rule of a larger or snulkr tiurnber of kings 
in different tribes becoming condensed into a larger colicreni tribalHimon^ and 
even into a ^ngle rulffj a monarchy, owing to die rusion of tribes^ Tiris 
ocoitred among the AlcmiiiinL the Franks, Sa^ns, Lombartk, and probably 

' c. 7. ■ iL ti. 
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POLmCAl structure 

tJie I £a™*f pgree ddicr^ tiimrfoTeT thski the priwipti of tJtiii rJriy 

rime were Cou-pTinOtfa or kings of the ptm ; tlicy ire tacficf co-princas of the 
smiJler itibes. All the dliovtMnendoiiea Geimini tribes echting tn historic 
tim« were certstn)/ not ongttslly rutuoivtl nnit^ but (as the name Atimwiiri 
$hi>ws)i were fused eogeiiier gjado^ty by a union of difTmnc parts and temnanis 
of the pcfiptesu 

If* as 1 have tndiciued^ the connection betw een CfVfw and pagui is to be 
mtfrpieioci lesssptcmatkally^ alloA^ng for the posaihiliTy of variattons in size and 
in coincidence, then the 'v^aguei^ whiii we noticed earlier in the use of r€x or 
fFTTKcpi by Cxsar and Tadtus is expKcabk. It is certainly no aeddem that 
the hff-reaching politied subdivblan ^ong the Gennan mbes of ihr west and 
CEnire cosnddes with ilie appearance of li^prin^iptSy who were wrongly connected 
with a Tcpubtlcan system.* Brunner emp^ized the lact dm the poiirical uniorts 
of iHe east wm mere extendve j and it is predsely there that regti are nieiiticmed** 

Finally, fm sl caned undmiandrng of da two oonceprions rear and ffiAcepj^ 
it is tmporani to noie wbat has besi diswered about dtc poritkti of the dux. 
Dux in genend means the leader of the army/ Ti h ocnamly tnie that "* among 
the tribes which had several princes a dux (OJLG, km^oh&} was chosen by the 
consmuiiity’ fmm ^ ruling princes in rimp of but this leaves oni ofaccouni 

the essential puinc as to what h^pened where there was a king- He certainly 
mustt hi most cases* dinu^ not always, have been the of the army, too. 

Fp Dahn has pointed out that “ among several local kings ** duere was an elccrion 
of a chief, ^nd that after the migradons the king often handed over the military 
lesdeishjp to someonie else.* Tad ms* own account indicates dtk possibility, 
for lire dearly ranks die dues beride the kings, and emphasizes the dil&Eent 
rea^n of their appointruent; r^£s €X mitStaUt ducfi €X virmi^ ri^rjiLir 
c, 7), Casar^s desetiprion is also compadhjE with this view.^ 

The dux is a leader of tne anny 3|Tpointed for a time by rbe people fcr 
ivarlike enterpriser While he hdd afS4^ he had special pow^ of command 
and of puntsltmeni; aetoreling in Csar he had power of life and dcadu* Tliere 
h no iidiermt conrradidton here with tlie iccmttu by Tadms.* For 

Tadtm docs not say that the piiTwer of pimislimenc tn the army Eodonged 10 
the priests^ lie mo^y wisjtes to emphsixe the limictdon of even the liighesi 
authority among the GermanSw^^ ^Ilic sentmee^ wbkh In? in ardcr 

to explain riiis prohibiikpo of corpomi punlsliment (so diflmnt from the 
Romati practice)* actually comains an indicaiion of the power of coummnd 
or puoisbiivent wielded by tlie dux. Only the exeoiriofi of this ptintshmcitt ts 
fcstricncd to the priests. Tlte right of tlic dux Is not dispufed ; hut the actual 
ctiasrisemenr* wluch wtjs considered the greatesc dUgreoe among tile free 
Germans* was to be carried oui* as it were* by commsudf of the d«ty, throu^ 
hb representatives- If capita] piimsluneiit w'ss originally a human sacrifice 
oASsred to rhe gods, and if this and other punishmenis in ihe army were infticted 
as a tdigiouj duty, dm Tadtus^ siatemenr may easily ’ be explained 


* See Eriuidt, ofc at, ff ^ ^ W. Yrn^ op. dl., ^ fL z Bnznwr, i*+ 17#* 
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witlioue Its a of Cx^*s ticcwm wr # ilimhuriiHi in ibt 

pawtr of the This inihctu^fi of pufiishTnem was kfl to the pdcsta only 

in order m ptet'oit the practice of vet^eani:^ or voideto, uf dium (or 
^^iisr the man w-Iio had carried out an caecution at the command of the king 
or the Jux. 

Tlie account given abow leads us to a further considetadiiti of the positioti 
of the |iriesihooci and ics relation to die pulilk audsortty* Certyniy link cnotigti 
b known. It b usually assumed that in the old GertnAn period theie w-^ a ctm^ 
nection betwToen pothkai and retigious authority^ and that chief and piksr wtr* 
one and rbe same penoRp' The chief evidence for this u in Canary who^ after 
d^cribing the GdUc druids and luiman sacriitces, stresses the foct that the Canun 
ciifiion] was very different: G^rmani mulrum oi camatruJinc S^awit^ 

mqUi^ druids iahsnif ^ reinj Jivmh praeimry irtudent*^ 

Tliis SLuemcnt taken to mean that there was at that time no “ pitifessianu] 
priestlKwd^*, but thai itdigious matters were cared for in the famify by the head 
of the hmisetmldi i n the Gau by the ruling princc% and m the state by the king-* 
But tn Tadius we often meet with priests i indeed, lie mendntis ^ jskwSaf ciritatis ; 
and these priests play an imponant pait both in the folk^^asscmhly and in war/ 
In order lo apluin this contradiction, it has bum asErumed ilm we have lieie a 
Luer sepamdcni of tlve priestly (tom die ruling power^ Tlib priesthood! arose 
out of the peculiar mtute of ihe political adminlsrtiLtim) tn republiorv sr.itcs 
Of in tiiose ruled by principat where the bde of an adnUnistradve Iicad brou^^ 
about die need for 3 high priest to carry out the asossarj' rerligioiis erremorues 
in ihe name of die w^hole sivitasy acting, as it were^ as a rw r^njiodur to. th^: 
nadonal and $aiirilidal as$emb^»* 

For more duui one reason tliis theory is very improbable:- In tile first 
p!ace^ where Tadtus sp(^k$ of the priests* powers in the nauenaJ assembly, the 
rar v^I prinrtpt b meniioned tn the immediane context It cimnor, therefore^ 
be assumed that thb w»aE a new dcv^lopmeif appeariifig in the rate with the rule 
of the Moieover, tljere appe^ to be no rtason why the rteoessiiy 

far A high priest should have acb^n where a king alrady cabted, even if die 
kmg himself originally pmed^ these righ r^ 

On the whole 1 believe that ihe Gmuan priesthocid is not sneh a Ute instiru* 
lion- Tlie dose assockdon, according to Tadtusj of die prieslhood with d» 
tiflriojial assembly * and it 3 mdependem and imponanf posmon in rehuion to the 
king/ exdude the possibility diat it was a bier incroducuan, or had splU off fttuii 
the pohrittJ pcFwtr aftm- the time of Oesar. As the sacrilkef of the German 
Gau were on daily life and were dosely a^sodaced with the EHng assembly, 
so also the German priesthood liatd m roots in daily life and in the laura." ■ 
Chadwick, writing about the Anglo-SasoRS, Icijci a still stronger emphasis on 
die tdtgfcius character of the folk moot, even going so fat as to declare that 
thb condimm could not lave etifited unless ihe tribe had possessed a common 
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hiwaidiy*^ There b aJsc ckTirttra evidence of a spcdal priesihocKl :iii?ong indhddi^ 
G«tfUfi mbe% such »ttic Uhit ^ and Qiaitu* 

We mtiirt ihen^fm a^k outkIvg whcUn-thepassige in Ckit realty ho[dis 
Hiz memirng which has been reiul irno ii- sdioJars trkd m deduce 

loo mudi ffouTi hh evidence 3 Tltb passage is inrtnded to emphasize ctie dlifcr- 
cncc between Geniums aiuj Gaijds. Ct^t ilit fact dmi among the 

Gaitla there are only two dasses of real importartoe, die drutcb md die knights. 
He describes the vcij* gfeat influence of die former^ e^pechdiy fit private life, 
pomei Out ttmt the CaulB fiie vtsry aupcfstirious^* and indiettes the spread uf 
tinman sacrifioe. Tlie Gaub employed tbe dmids for these sacriflees : odfuinl^^ 
trisfUi ad focrifida iinddliui uivnrur. He goes on to say that di4^ Cermoos 
ai:e very different in this respect* They liavc neither druids to preside m^cf their 
religjous ceremonies nor do they eageriy offer (humaij) sacrifioes, Thh appears to 
be quite compidble w\d\ the statements of Tadtu^ without involving any need for 
the theories which have jnaE beeii discussed^ If the hesd of the household Iiad 
dtatge of private woiship among the Germans {Germanitty e* to) it vt'as niiniral rhni 
public leligEous services ^bonld be less b evidenoe, and that on the whole the 
prkstbood. should play a lc$$ importatii pan. Tadtus says uothijig about 
fluent human sacriflee. The sacerdotes and especially tiie hi"g^ priest (sacerdfi 
m^itath} have cliatge of public worship and of the nadofoil shrines. Et shtmld 
furthertnorc be observed that acconlmg to recenr schokmliip die dmkls were 
not 341 Indo-Cennan itisttnrnDn^ but were btroluoed (among the G:lts) from 
widiouL Tliey were firetly magidauSp' and ihen priests, Leadie^^ iWid judges^ 
and w'ere of great political importance** Tlius Cisstr's dcscriprion ts compre- 
limsihlc witiiDut any ncctsstty for denyii:^ tlie cdstenco of prims ^long die 
Germans in early tmus*^ 

We ought] t<j-day, to treat with the greitt^ oiution those htcis whidb 
have been adduced in proof of an otigjinai comiection betTveen the monateky 
and the priesthood. For nddier die Merovin^an {oumey with ihe sacird 
yoke of oxen, nor the vengeance of the Frisian king For sacrilege^ ate tn tiiemsdves 
piiesdy tunezions* Tliese survivals in later law point latber to the fitct that 
ihc south German kings diemsdves beame objecra of worship* The earliest 
Gcnnati monarchies jtc not to be diouglit of os every'wliere jdikr^ for boiji 
the dote^ and die causes of their appearance were e^neiywhere differetit The 
Scandimiyian kings pmbaldy performed priesdy functicros^ vlicreas there is 
evidetioe thaf the Binguridians and Getmirei did not** Moreover, recejit research 
ii2s produced notewisrihy results even in the case of Icelamk which ts iisualty 
stngled om for special reference; the God$^* were endowed wttii prinnely 
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patrer of iht irmplc priesJioodj ti^pfe pTi«ti who 

did fim possess “ Godcml 

FinliUyt «e ooms m die mudi dis^nissed iiT^meni w sHmtk. Tlie ha 
dial «re hear so [irtle of die posidofi of priesis amcing ibe^ly Gemiaris cinriat, 
withcRji further oamimiuiini be taUn to mean tlut there was tiA pti^ihuodL 

tnii^E rcmicmheT (hat the sources which slicd Light on Gerntan eooditjotis 
after Toctius belong dtkHy to a period when die converskm of the Gennan 
mhes to Ou-bmnlf}- had alrtady begon, cf was even cumpJecEd, In 314 
Ammlanus Mattellituis tells tis cf augurs among the Aleminni^ viho had advised 
a^iimt batde** Agajhiai also speaks of pdi^riefrff who Wot cajastilted before 
di« Baidc of Capua {114)^* These were probably priests. 

A. Haudk rrmiirked that among die Franks Christianity became ilie prevaJeot 
ftligion in a comparatively short tune^ and u 4 thou t any reIi^ot±fl upheaval. “ Tliere 
is no trace of the violent upljeavsb which usually accompany 3 departure from 
die ©M narionat r^Ugiou and the adoption of a new foreign one; t 5 ie lustory 
of the convmiDii of die Ftanks has no marfj'is^ either of the Christian or of the 
pagan hiidL'^ * He eicplained this by anrihuEiDg a rather tniwor role to the 
xelfgious dement in the mtdonal Life* But does he ipi to the loot of the matier ? 
The phenotnenon h fully dEplakied by my gexseral tbeoty of the conserviiri^i 
of tlje Gemuua widi regard to Roman customs,* If the Franks^ in setzhig trp 
thdr polrtical auifamicy, liad to consider oardully die targe Roman poptiladon 
of ihe conquered lerriitory, and if ilidr Jting^^ enpecially Clovis;, amially did so 
ooii^ider i!,* dien diis tolerant and conservative lurttude explains &a due 
dieie wa^ any violeni dash. On die ccntrari^^ die (Frankish) nohiiity^ 
from whose ranks the Gerraan stale priesthood wws dearly for the most part 
recniiredp unmedbtely srepped fuio the ver\' advantageous o^ce of the Cltrisrian 
episcopate and found there a riclt compensaiian (or wtuic they had Tosl* 

Was there dien a nobility in early German dmes ? Some sdtolars, especially 
the earlier ones, denied its existence azuong die Cermons in the earliest period*" 
Bm we have inconiesrable evidence for 3 nobility" tn oid GerniOD tbnes,. Tadttjs 
expressly states that the people appointed ihdr kings from among the nobles, 
and Caesar speaks of a nobiSiry among both the Gauls and die Germana. It is 
true that this tesrimony was held only to apply to the foriiieT,w ly^t 
in Csesor denotes the nobility without office (among the Cauls and if rhe 
same cxptfnsion is used (or titc Gmnans^ it is unUkely that Cswi meant aome- 
thtng quite diflietoni in tlir one cw fttim wfiai tie did Ln die others espedolly 
as lie is accusfomed to snpharise the differences between il« two gmups 
of peoplt In several passages (e.g. Sill. CnlLy vi^ 13, and tv, 13) primps 
must hivc been used in the sense of a widimit rcfemtioe toofhceor dignity.** 

Tacitua proves the Some point. Ifij&ilitatf nr noble birth, tiohility by dsooii:. 






• iWur-t Sir ^ 

■ Sec MUbavtf C 


" « 1 V» to. 

^ DnitKAloB^i j 

* S(K Bittifk, dt,, l« 140 Hxt diipL ilL 

by iiTuiw., H, 1; iBtpakiia^af Ilw Fimk* W'rio raHduil 

rtLiOijgh Injy hj| ^13 ilik cocuriivi lo tin! Alrminiii} hi dm awy itw ^bins rnvni 

tb«n rnmily. ^ Gcta. I', aoa. 

* dufl. iiL * Sne Gchtl ii" 17. 

I^r h 4^1 «e dw Kcui^cs, ofi. df.* &f. ” thbL^ U 4A C 



POUnCAl STRUCTURE 179 

has epedul pm-He^es in tfc ddilwiriDTis of rh^ fgUv-siSsctiibh'.* The 

derermines llie presdg^ and dJgmt)- of the pfifice, the digfN^h /rrindpu-*" 
ti hus Tightly been canduded rmm this passit^ that iHcte wit iiflduTKcs of 
Tink Tvxtbin the nobility,• for whieh reason it i|$ itnposiiblc to bdieve dm it 
irra& bosi^ only on reUttonsIiip vAtk the royaJ or ruirng UmlEy- Todru^ also 
idb us that during the setdctnenf tbc appropradon of hnid ti>ok plaoe 
dsgfhtrhfif^m* Tlie greater ptestigeof the nobiliiy thus gav^ them a cUim to 1 Issj^t 
stmte m dw divbkm of the knd.* ft cm, iherefoTCi liardly be iltat 

there wa$na favouttd doss—tin legally prrvitegd don^exospi ihe tuyA or prin«iy 
fenily*" 

Moreover, ihere are oifacr proofe that die nobility mtaf lave been &irly 
wid^pread. Tlrere ts, for InstanjXp the vidl-known passage about the e 3 to<his 
of youdifni rtobles intTO fbretgtt stales, if iltere "were too prolonged a pcaoe in 
didr own lamL^ Even if "pt^que^ mestm only "very many^ tt sIicykts 
that the Gennannobility was not mjmcricalJy small .* Meniion shoold also be made 
here of wlkat Tsidtiis tdls us miiTLedotely afei^r this passage about die formation 
of followings It lias long been agreed diac only ^ king or persom in 
authority (king and prvtapes •) had a rigjit to 3 commtus. We are atpressfy 
mid here thai many noble youths had formed a great If we 

consider thu these followings hod a dgju to be supported and equipped for w^r 
hy thdr lord, a Imgcr presupposes considcrebJe wc^tli on his 

part. Only rich and propertied men c^d h^ve niuuefous followers In 
onm^ard appearance, too, me nobilr^ was dbxingDished from the ma^ of she 
pcxTpIe- Taatus, in speoldng of the peCiiliar coifoire of the Suevi, remarks dtat 
tiu: ftincijKs hod special ^dotrtments^^ He fuitbermore sots that while tire 
ordinary vma d<re» hU work in the house without dudiiiig and otherwise i^aities 
only a doak, lire ridiesr people have a difFercm co^mc 

The number of nobles must aiso Jreve increased, beonac very early we 
note lieredttary tendencies. I'his k indicued hy Tadms: nuig^ 

tmgw pamm murita pri^pit Jtgmuim&f* €ihm adiJcscmtiiiii 
Ii has been suppc;!$ed dior the nobsEity i^t’erc always decreasing, owing to their 
warlike occupation, but that no ordinary freejuan could rise tu their mnks ; this 
ani£cm] dieory is not borne out by die facts. iVmong lire Cermaas a fighting 
cnrecf and personal prowess were pre^-ennnendy gTOutMlfi foTennobEomcniJ* lliis 
is proved not only by the passage tjuoted above about lire wmita^us^ but by TadtuM* 
remarks about the choice of die l^er m war, u^hich resuited ex vinuu-^^ It is also 
Indicaied by our inforrnatioi] labour precedence in the e^diium, the people's 
assembly^ Next to fhe rear y^i prinapj came dbe elders {pr^ut the nc^es 

* C- It. * IbllL, JJ, 
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{pf&ut fiotiliiaj}f mi diose wha lud, i€lh^um^ And fiiidly we hmve 
the support of the ofE-quated passa^ obouc peai^e-trinc oecupdons- TIickk 
who diattnguiaherf by ccmspicooits bravery and pnoivTSs En bank rented 
and hunredp while otbeis wotked for diern or spoat thkr rime in Ibrrmng.^ Ft 
shcHiid be noted, however^ that Tiidtus knmed^tdy afterwmdd tells ii 3 dxAt it 
was eustocnary for each man volimtirily to bring to the prinerpi ptsenE:^ of cattle 
and £irm produce, which wete a4xepted as m honour^ hut were also iMX/s^sny 
for his numbenanc& 

To sum irp, not only may we that ihcte was a privjkged nobiliij* in 
old Genrisn times, but w'e may go fardici- and assert that it a d^isive inHuence 
on of state* and Indeed* Oft state potky itt gatml" C*Kir and Tadtus 
bodt [hsoibe ihn printSfSs as the most importajii diie& ot greai men of the 
Cennans* and Csesar on Otie occasion distinguishes them from die iTiagbfrstui.^ 
The nobiliEy of die Ur^th did acnmlly posc^ sovereign power. TIrey enjayed 
lu however^ merely becmise titey provided kings, princes, and ptisim. If 
we read die desaipdem of actua] likiorical events In Casar and Tadtus their 
abstract account of condinons among die Gemiaft^ is brought into its rig)il 
prtpeedve, for in such episodes the pnnetp^j appear even more r-karf y as the 
real leaders of die state and the people. The situation is express tnmi dearly 
tn Segcsies* speech (quoted by Tadtus) n a crihcaJ momctii to the RoTn£in-wnr 4 ord 
Vamsr '‘If the pHitdpts are removed, thca die people (of the Cliemsd) will 
not dare £o do anything+^^ * 

If we accept this toncepuan of die early Cemnin constinjiion, we hav'e 
a solunoci of all those diffiaiStics which earlier scholars found when they iried 
to intETpret the pa^ges dealing with the rt^t to possess a We may 

n^ard as dktr^ted the vie^- iield by some wdrers that only the king and the 
nding princes had sudi a right** ** Every fhceuian liad the ri^u rn tnke another 
into his Ikmisc in order to rcodvT (nm Frim agreed and even military service-*" ^ 
Cstainly the &ci ibat dw Innl had to provide nuiniemncc as well at 
(ighefrtg equipment net^s^taied considerahle rkhes on his part- But why 
shcnild (he nobility' nux have been able to maintain a followtr^ if they had targe 
properties and were in a position to Iiave a mimbcr orwivie$,and weredisiingiiah^ 
from the mass of die people by dclier dutlies and Iteod^dness, epedally in the case 
of die of whom Tadtus speaks He abo pobis chji dwt tt increised 

a man^s rcpulaiion and ptjwer always to be sintoumled by a crowd of espedaJIy 
chosen young menn* ^Hic prifirip^ vie ’with one another in having as large 
a of vigorous as possible. Jt lias been assumed by most writers 

that przwpcs here means the miers at the ticad of die republican stam, imd iluis 
they have been umhle to avoid die dilGoilty that Tadtus, earlier in ihe aame 
ciwpKT* says that jlltMtdoi^ bii^ or gjear services rendered by a youdi^s anccstoni 
will give fiim prm^iph But the whole dtffituiiy disappears if W'e 

tinderstimd by (!ie term the higher runk of nobility. Then ’we cm also under- 
stand Tapius retnarkt tuhot tnut €omit€f &spict* W'liy should dioeyouihs 
be ashamed if they hsid been especially dioscn by the ruling prmce ? It was 
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another m.itier if a position had already been assigned to^ them beoKW 
of dwir nubte birth or disringphlird mxxstry, jlihough M fheir age they Iwd 
not ffwn evidenoe of other tpialiiicaiion^ for an entrmoe into pnbtic life. It b 
impossible lo agree with the e?rpbiiarion thai they wue fen^riaed as fsossStk 
tords of followings ihemsctvcs ^ ^ for they wefe part of anoth^ Mniiami 
ajid would hardly yei be conoem;^ or htvt; the neesaary mestas, to form one for 
themselves. 

Obviously all the xnetnbef^ of a followmg w-ert: not nc&lemen or of dit* 
tingnUhed am^estry: rftA?r ifua- comi^^i aipki^ If U vety probable that ^motig 

them wm men of lower birdt^ who were accepted on acootmt of thdr persona! 
prowess in war-* Speaking of youths of wble itneage Tadms «vs ^ cetffu 
roimtipriAtu ac iam pridan at^^gatmr (ThfiJ' were placed with 

experienced men who were physically stronger or more mature)* Nor ts tt 
cond^umt with the facts to assume thai there existed m fvnidainiental diffcreni^ 
between the Cennan followfag and tlie late Roitian Auc^&va^ in that the Gertnadc 
following wa* entirely ariatucradc^ while the Su^pSani were mttecnartea ; nOf 
ist there any justification for the assumptioo that tjie lollowtiig received no pay 
but C3fily t h e i r food fcom the mling prince, anydimg more tliat be gaii'* to diem 
being a puitly voltioiarj' gift* Tnb ^ ddliiitely ctmtrsdicted by Tadms* 
sntetoents* He speaks of the right of the ccmimius to equipment, and points 
out that their Hbea^ mainiciiance is in place of payment* He add% moj^over, 
lhai th* lord of die tomitatut voiuncirily nmde diem gife on campaigins and 
forays. Inasmuch as the Roman WTicer is obviously making comparisons with 
conditions in hU own oouncry, he is ihinktng of die ^tipenJiam as the cotmtet^ 
pan of die The very appeHauon usually kiterprefed as 

bzead-eaiers, emphasises the fact dmt maintenance by tbeat ford wss tile main 
characiemiic of the positinn of these men^ Tacicus alro expressly states diat In ibe 
ccf/nitamj there were dUferent classes Of grades^ and die eonnection mwdudt he 
mentioiTis thb shows ihat tt was personal ability or prowess wltkh cmiM wipe 
out any exbdng didetences in hii^ or airastry. 

In we ought probably to differentiate between a mote it^triciedf 

pemunent following in f iittc of peaoe^ and a wider and larger on* whicfi CTiSted 
only in war- The former b ptmd by the sciictnent already quotisi, diai k 
added lo a man's importance o&vigrf lo be surrounded by a great number of 
chosen youths,* In peace they were a mark of disdnerioRt tn wax a personal 
proteciioru Tlic laxtia- fact is proved by the reason which Tadtus gives for 
the exodus of noble you As when peace lasted too long: mapuim^ui cp^riiMtum 
uannisi vi Mipqui t^ntur, * If, tlierefore, a targe in>mittitus were formed 
in wartmae^ it is probable that the German also comprised a huitiIm- 

of mercenaries specially iccruii&d for fighting purposes. It also appears from 
Ae dcscriprion in Tadius tbat Aese cannot have been imfree mm, but were 
free Germans, who entered a lord's cwnimtnr for the durattun of Ac w-ar, 
wiAoui any Aminution of their personal standing. On Ae reium of peace, 
or by voluntary agreementt Acy could wiihAaw and jom another foUowTng 

* Kmifl TTtiMmt, O, jtluriwmiJhunJt, i| 447' 
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sonKTwhtre dse. It is not oomcr to say that on dib point there tm© cssmd;^ 
difference between the Genrtiin fbllcFwtngand the Roman 

The feet that the ii^ihrS fdTm a ciin$ukTable pan of thetr pamm'it htiuse- 
hold Is not csmmsry itk the usage picvail^ m the Genmn follomiDg. 

] need oaty n=mind rcadm of oiy previous mtetaenti about the miiiiitaiance 
and equipcnefit of these followings by tlidr lonts*^ The amiisimi did noi 
only of noble youdiSt* for Tadius, mentipning thes^ aUo speaks o^pf^ly 
of rettfu f&kutiiffttui or mm pridem proikiitis^ who aocofapanied 
TIte matter is akci m^fk Epjiie dear by the oth^ matn soiitee of mformadmt 
which we possess about die Gentian folJowiTig, vi-^. the Angjo-Sa^con epic po™ 
of BeowuIL* 

If we remember tliat In T;adtm the description o{ the exodus of nohlfi 
youths seekirig foreign service If peace lasted too Fong at home* is closely 
connected witli aratetnctic^ about the conutams^ it wiH be hardly po:$sibtr to hold 
ihe theory that the latter was only a sort of “ cadet^iool ^ of transitory and 
brief dnmdon^ jttwrhich due young men were trained for war. No, liie followfog 
was pomethmg more than ihis» and I ato ccnivinctd that it had a decisive inJlitetice 
on the birr development of the German sysiem of governments Tlds we shall 
now proceed to consider* 

In my optnton there were in this cievelopment two dedding morils or 
ijiflutmce% first, contact wiili the Rcmims^ and secondly the appitrprmjoFt of 
Land or ilie foiindmion of Genmm stales on Roman lerrif ory. hi a sense, (ndeed, 
the tatter b Only a Ocmttntmion and campleikm of the fotmeTj in which 1 indude 
rhe period of the greai migrations. The lengthy wars waged hy the 
Germans iiddi the Romans for centuries before and after Qirrai nuust hav^ 
had an imponani effect on German coiKUtions. li was only tmtunilr and indeed 
it was essentia!, due the smaller peoples diould form bigcr iiational units for 
6g)idnc purposes,, llle so<joIogiad moinspHrtg of aerfon, of which Csar 
speaks^ came into fort^ for the external pressure of war bmughi about unity 
and a common plan even where none existed in p&ce^ttroe,* I am not referring 
here only m the Jtix and to tile increase in lib power of jurisdiction^ which pim'cd 
to be fwcessaiy' for military reasonsJ It went ferthesr than this. The mere 
iirg?mi ir was, for the sate of life ttsdf, for the Germans to combitic agfllnst 
the Romsns^ the more impossible ir became for their union !□ be limited to 
smalkT groups or strata of peoples under one jeadcTt and the wider and more 
genenU ditt utiiotii was forp^ to become, leading to grealer national altianees. 
T^re wa!f also the posdbility that an especially successful ruling prince or dtix 
might raise Ithnself to a kingship of cortsidersbte importance. Thete are p^entj^ of 
actual eXjtmples of litis i 0 ‘itc of tlu; most chanicten^ic being perliaps Ariovisrus, 
the rte j or MarbocI, rule was not confined to the Worco- 

matmi ^ * ot Amunius llie Clieruscan, who w’Us accused of Imving made himself 
sole kii^ over the various unitaof die Chetusd and didrGau^hjertiins.*° Fmtbcr, 
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TW have Oilfi^aer m whose w vety dlsiincdy ihf; Lmion of aeveraJ Ccrmiin 

tribes* atiit Ciovii in kh waf ^gfiOnsi Sj-agnui,* 

But it nos ody wnrs Figafnst the Rocnam which conaianny n« 
tQ such 'unififis- *nie grwl. ^siniggli! with the Ihiru haid siniilliir r^ults* AniaftCj 
king of ilw Gepidl, IimI supitme ajmmaivd ov^r ihe tribes which united ^ain^t 
ilteiti, tlte Q^rrtgnttwi^ the Riigrt, dw? Suevli and the Heruii-* Similarly AminmnuJi * 
md Jordaids,* speaking of tlic OstrogOttB^ wy thsl fran amnug nimeftM 
lungs of allied peoples, certain men came to the fore as vtiiual <if the 

whole. We also hear of the mie of Ertniinric over ituuiy w^iki: tribe* of 
GcimimLi anti Scydiia.* OficasionaUy it hop| 5 <!nid ihat thb supreme power 
uias created by dvi] tvars among the Cennan tribes- So ii was among lite 
Ostrogpths tiodcf Thiiidimer iifier the ccpiujuest of Huniniund, who lud Joinad 
with the Sari and had then set up ^ coalition (4^) of die Gcntiara of ihc Danube 
(Sufivi Rtjg^ Sdri, Gepidit Hcnili> against ThiudimerA In dte great 
wars agahi^t Romarijs and Huns it tpiiic often liappened that smaller tribes '^' 5 ^ 
destroyed, or so dectmated dtat their remnanis were absorbed mn> the mh« 
rictorioua and impcxrtgiii ones* 

The influence of Rome was not only, as in these caseSf indimt and negative^ 
but also direct and positive. On tills matter, hnwcw, scholars have put forw^ 
two tmpartani and cantradicioty theurka. WaitL has In^ted diat contaCT 
the Romans did tKit l^id to a change in the kgad and policioi] insrituirorrs of 
the Germans.* Oti tlte odter liatid, llemridi v. Sybel nuininined ihai the con- 
necrint) with Rome, the entrance into the Roman and Cbn^tiin ^here of ojlmre^ 
frjrmed for the Gexmans a point of departure fat a new poltdcal ejustenct* 

Wliai have the souroes to say on this point, and w'har do wy learn mm 
riic tusEorical facts as discttbed by them f Where Tacitus is d e a li ng with the 
rdaaons between thcMarcomanni and the Quadi, fie remarks that nmong Than e^’en 
foreigners rose to the kingship, and that their unlimited power was supported by 
the lofty authorify of Rome, They were bdpecl less by Roman arms than 
by Roman gold, but the biter proved 10 he extremely effeclive.** Tlie^general 
aiaiementsiire home out by particular mmrples in die history of the Cemian tabes, 
I shall mcniion only n few liet^ The most important was {H^bably die fact 
that the tvar-lonl hisrbodi having faTined an alStance with XibcmiSi was n^tutral 
dudi^ tlK straggle of the Cherti^ tinder Anmnins against ihe Roojimi TTie 
Tn-ar between jilarbod and Annuiius, which broke twt after the baitte of Teuto- 
butii^ Wald, funher weakeneci dw Gernutis' power of rtsisting the expansion 
of Ranjan sway,“ Similarly^ after live Huns Imd been conmMied by the Gexman 
peopl^ led by (Ite Gefiidi, R(«ne, in dtawit^g up tmanes wilh ihe cojJtpicr^ fol¬ 
lowed themastetly policy ofmaking Ac various rival tribes Irold opeanodier in dreck 

in die East,” It is obvirnis that by this alibnee w'iA Rome, the dwdopmetu 
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of a Httits ruJtng monardiy was purpdady OKoungol in onkr m secun; Roman 
intxresta. We are actLuUy told dial some of ilte^ unpoitanl German fci ngt 
lived fur a mne in Rgme, and leanii no tnow Roman ways a) dow quaners. 
Vdldus tells us tkii htarbod^s rule was nur so mudi like du old Cenaati kingsliip 
as an itnitadon of Romso miliory dspottsm.^ So ii was among the Chensd 
where, after die smaller rulers had dinpjieaied, kingly power was obtained 
by ItalicvB, who was summoned from Rotne iind owed tiis greamess to Homan 
support. Ir was soon realised that bis power tDcatii a loss of the eurlier Gectnaji 
freedom and a Homan fonu of dotninatton.* ** Tadtus also expressly diat 
Vannius was ^ven to the Quadi as king by tin? Homans.* 

The fact dial Cennan army leadeis entered Bomait smioe wus also 
imdoubiedly tmpaitant. After their tribes had bem brought into the rdadon 
of jb^Jfraii wiih Rome, they often tetained milirary coRunand Over them, as 
in die case of the Qaavi,* and the myal perwer was thereby strengthened. In 
tile fourth oeniury Ammianus mentions kit^ were already at ihe of 
the Bainvj troops wlio were f^hiing in da service of Rom&* By fevouiing 
such militart' leaden when they rose to be kings, it was possible for the Romans 
to bring these tribes bio fubjeedon to diemsclves. We see a charBcterisiic 
example of this in Boiocalus, the loder of da Ampsivan, who liad alreulv served 
jwder Ttbenus and Geirriaiucus. r>u3tus considen his diief merit to be that 
" renown^ among diose peoples ” he hnaught his tribe under Roman rule after 
fifty yeaK scnice.* A^n, in a passige describing bow die Romans gave some 
m'lfajEj in Britain to King Cogidumnus, xvlio was loyal to dwin, Tadlus givia it 
M an old political irjixim that the Romans used king* » instrutneim by wlibh 
foreign peoples miglit be bren^t under liiirir swayJ 

Although it is theicfore undeniable that the Romans liad adcfinltt InHuence 
on the poUrial consritution of the GerraaiH {ve Icam iJiat thev intniduiad 
fitagutraiw, and fe^j among the Frisians who were theiJ- foedtrait)* thee 
Is i» Itt^ ti> ^ sad for V. Sybel's theory as for that of Waite- In my opinion, 
V. bylicl was fiiiidaiiCTtally wrong in assuming ihai the old democratic, tooeely 
JtnU conimum^'’ lift iaauxJ amang the Germans up to ilie fifth andeven to the sixth 
i^niry, and flat until dum there waai no trace of a nadoial kingsiiip to cuide 
tl« general affiiirs of die tintas.* TIic mistake in this dieoty is at once evident 
If ’ae examine closely the effects of pennanrmt Getman setdement in 
ocnain parts of the Rot^ Empire. Tlmseitlemem did not take place everywhere 
«rnu c^ouxl}- We know that great hordes of Cermanswere alreadvseltled in 
OotI, m rfie Upfwr Rhine, m the tcrriioiy of the Decumait and is oiher places 
during the f^iod of Roman rule, and were, ihenfoie, at fim subject to it> Wc 
noi assume that on thaiaccoum dicyoomplcidy lost chrirown Gennan (wgankatitm 
^ots^ms, but swung Roman influence must catamlv have been at work upon 
j in fact, the explicit political aim of die di=- 

loarim w^tch iht^omans to some exiem caused on purpose,'^ Earlier condidom, 
^ y Cssar iuid Tacitus, could not remain unchanged tlirough the 


Nia^ fiitm., t xoL 
^ AxAiL, 11, ^ 

* *VI| II- 

* Ci Ue A-ctoEC 

■luimniiemA lontfJaitii cj jussbl . 

* 5iiUv ^4- 


^ S« Tudiin, 14. 

* Ticimt, iv, 11, 

* JUi, 51- 

inai ptiiloq tnqiD ^OfSuU Hoimtiil mnTifftiJiiag hiLfcvt 

* ^ ^ *OT, 

** Sec above, fj. 



POimCAL STBUCTURE m 

c t j i iuiigs . Bai bfT^ akOf wc should rJur there s gnidu^ ttau^tion. 

When* in dte loiter period^ the Centuns founded definite srata on Roman 
tannvryi diese were no more dun 4 eompledim of die Roman process of da* 
mtegntton^ in whklL the Gcnn'iia^ had played j oDsisidcrahle pan, 

md -whudi wms lately aswted by rhdr eorfier admission inro Ronian mgiinhar- 
tions. Tliey broke down rite old sysirm, but not in any sudden occes of strength; 
thdr sirengdi hod devdoped ffitrlier luid Itad matured slowly. Moreover, even now 
there werre vety eon^de^k differenoes iu de^iclopTnent. In a number of these 
Eiew sates, as for example in Italy from die ome of Odoacer, and among the West 
Goths and Burgimdkns* die land was defbitely shared with the Rcwtlans** Other 
peoples—such a? the Burguadians^—actudly oUed upon by die Romans (ot 
prtPiection-* Tfic land was shared out according to tlie Roman hJIletfng ftysicnu 
In ail diese new states we find a kingsliip, hut tt dttTer$ froni the old German 
kingship as describe by Tadtus^ bodi in si 3 k, for it includes great stretches of 
land, and also m the popukuon subject to it* only did that population by now 
include numerous Eoman:s, bur the Germans diemsd^^ came fmm many difkreni 
tribes. This must have brought about importonr changes in polincal struciure. 
The folk moot which in the relatively small distriers of the career tribes (rivtwer) 
was the supreme politkal amhority, must now ha\'e been ovetsliadowed by the 
increased tnilitaty power of the ruling prince in these mrw and exraisive renitpries.’ 
During the wars and migrations there rmist have been an increase m hri following 
and m the number of unfree menj dte spoib of war^ imd^ Ids ztnmcdbte controL 
Now, owing to Land-appropriadon and oi^tuol colonbjiiion, much larger stretch« 
of bnd must have comii; into his possessirm. As the oldest of die so-callod Folk- 
Laws, espcdalty those of die Burgundtons and Visigadis, show, he cxnild not only 
give away die reiru* or land shards, accniLng to the fn^ nii!mliers of ihe tribe under 
the Aotpha/itax airangqnitmts, bot also grant bnd of Ity; own as a spedal gmee and 
favour or mufirfioTitia Similar grants are found in oiffcer Genttari 

tribes, where wt have no knowledge tltat the land was sliared witli the Rotnoim, 
as, for example, among the Franks-* How was h possible ? It lias been viniOLialy 
explained* principally by the suggsdon that the king looked on liimsdf as the 
rightfol successor to the banished aulhodty of Rome** But iit this matter dhtiric- 
ppns must be made, espedaUy among the Frtmk$, TJve Ftimkisb monarchy was 
founded by the Saht, who occupied Toxandria as early as the fourifa caiiuty and 
reiaincd it even after their subfecciori by the Emperor Juitan* apparently as Roman 
Die supremacy of the Raman Empire Continued, however, abnD&r 
ilimughout the fifrJi century, in die courre of which the d^xlDpment of the 
Fianldsh ktngdnm was completed. The SaiiJ continued co in the Roman 
anuy, and King Chipgio and ChiJderic {A 4K1), die fatlterof Qovis, fought unckr 
Roman leaders against ihe Huns (451) and ihe Visigoilis. Evei when they were 
wrongly dscriboi as Roman inagittri milimmy os in die caK of QoviSp* it is quite 
impDssihle to deny, as WaiEz dE:ies^ time Rome Inhucnced die intsinal condiHoci 
of die people and the po^tltm of the king*" 

* Sw ak>yei JJ ^ * Secafanv^ ^ ft, ■See H, Fehr. I>RG- (l^O. 

* See iboTt, 9i wd too* * See abore, 
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haw extniiaTdif»H1)r litde informaiiEm ^htjui the of ilie 

Frankkli kingdt-Tn, t»ur only suuroc l>drig Gregory i>r T«Hir^. Now Gregon^ 
wrote his book a ixntmy after ilie foemation of ihe inunaichy by Clovis and wiB 
himself a Christian bishops who ftiwrw littli; shout ihc- early Itiistory of the Frants 
asid namially inttrprtoed it m the %hi of lus own catholic and episcopal hfests^ 
li'hicb tvere in die direction of an absolute monarchy. His tttpositioa^ ihm/one, 
requires critical cxamifLiUom The anolgafflatiCHt of a nimbcr rf quite indepenaenr 
tribes into oiw single people, subdivided imo r^o lai^c geographical groups, 
may be regarded 33 complete after ibe first quarrer of the fifth centuiy' when the 
Franks were ihundering ai the gates of GauM At the end of the foimh 
centuri' we bear of kings among both Franks and Afemannip’ Clovis* work was 
magniiiiid and his merits modi exaggerated by the Catholic ckrgyj on accoitnt of 
hia conversion to Cadmlicism* Tliif ptcfiiro has seriously obscured and mcr- 
shadiTwtd all evcnis befeme his time, and anything that can be leroiT ot ihon 
thtrefote, worrtty of esperial noie. Chilckric, Clm^is* ftiiber, had already waged 
war against the Vkigotlia, the Saxonsi. and the Alanimnii and bad leodved new 
graufc of land born the RcEmans in retiarn j Ite Iiad ako attempted to av'erihrnw 
Aegidiu^ tins represeniarive of Roman ruk in G^l, Tlttis he had alsrady l^ild 
down the lines which rjte Frankish policy of expansion was to follow, Wc musi 
not foT|^i that when Oo\is sucoeaied his fadier, lie was only a boy a[ fiTmeiv 
V* Sybd , In accoTdimee widl his general theory^ reg^artfa QiiMeric as no more than 
a Fr ank kh dtstrict-king,* who tn bts own land wa$ mErcly the ddest of an 
unimportant fatnily, and owed !iis rise solely to liic feet tiiat lie was in Roinan 
servLcCi* Jungbans opposed diis view, and pointed out diat Ctulderic fou^it not 
3S an official but as an ally of RomeA Moireover, we must nor forget thar orher 
Frankish tribes hsd mesrnwhile advanced to the left bank of the Rhine as far ai 
the MssSy and had occupied the Mosellecounlry, Tlius the unificarion of alJ these 
kindred pe<3ples, and the amalgamatinn with fither German tribes after Romaii 
1-ult hod been finally overcon>e, were not solely the wotk of Qovis; ihey were 
also the finnl fhiits of a bericige which he had taken over from Cbiltkric, 
jtist as the fete of Syagrrus had alirady threatened his fetfaer Acgidhis in 

Childeric's timep 

Thus tile fuiindaikin of die FraAbish state was a gradual pr<X5esi. It was not 
cimtpbte in Diiltlerir'B time^ but lie show^ tus mccessat die way in w^iuch lie 
could become indrpenderu of Ronie. Ckivb dso ai first dung to tlie old allbncie 
with the Roiruuia; hut he reaped where faiher had sawn, smd wheire the Ijuter 
hud not yet bisen succx^ddiij, the vigatir of youth won iii« day. Tliere were still 
numcrons kings ruUng mt*r districts and *maJ|i tribes aniung ih* Franks, but 
Qovis abolished ibm by force and estrddislied a strong uniHed mnnarcLiy. Tltis 
feat has caused much suiptrse and admip inon^ but it must be remembered; dial 
snmetfaing siniibr had already been accompltshcd among the Aletoanui^ where 
in Uirle more than a raitury (J57-4S6}, fourteen to sev^enteen district and tribal 
kings had had to g^ve way before a single monarch^ Clovis senma to have diown 
rhe paliiical instinct so often found in nwm, in turning to his own advantage 
ihe general conditions and tendencies in die smaller siases^ [lartiailarly Qtararic^s 

* Wi S d i u l n f r , 4?- 
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ncpird podd^n m the agdmf Sviagma. Hk cunning ^md munirrmis oiniorui 
cpnkj not }mc mdicid the god so qulddy and wfthdiit fcsstsncr, if the peopk^i 
[UOTsity had fine ddtd mid dsened him-^ We cui hwily sped; of a drfbitte ar 
cofnprdiHcnsrve political progniimiie drawn up by Qovb, nor was ific unina of dl 
the Geftnaiu oti the right bank of the lUttne diff to mdt a programinci:, for Ite did 
nut anrJdpoiE tbe division of Im kingdom afnotig his sows- Thm we huj^^ not 
ox^oliciok the fact dm ibe single udhed tnonarchy only a pacing plurricanencin. 
German oonsdtuticHUd ideas $o(m gained the npper hwd ngain. "niTrefcrfe it is 
tmpcsKblr TO ihanJ V- Syhd's opinion that ihe Mero^-itigiiut mmtatchy was on the 
wIiokapitsduciofRimanorprovincialtendefvdcft,* v.Sybdhbiksetrhad roacknaw- 
ledge iliat theessmtE of Ckr^'is* miliprj- power and dje cMef $ouixc of his strength 
by in the forces That dodusd to ids Hag from hk own distrios. Gregory of 
Toots* oft-c|uoted story about his befim^jour in die oHottohh of booty at 5 oissoi]&^ 
evm if it br apOfiryphd^ sJiaws the general feeling of the pet^plc ; the king^ it k 
brue^ (be leade»hip^ but his will k suborduiated to die superior ^udiority 
of the atim".* 

I bdiei^e that the oflSdsi dignity of the Roman consul^ wdiich Qovis caused 10 
beccmfet:ied on himsdf in foS by Consiandaoplef was rioi the maincaitwof his 
power, but was only an outward actnowdedgment of it by the Eastern emperor, 
an admowledg^ent width was valuable td idm on acCDtiUi; of iiis many Roman 
subjecr^ The power itseif was atiesdy there and grew out of the German mHicny 
kingship which rook aborve all, ampOg the new German tribal unions 

during die ndgratious and die srru^e agaktst Rome. This prpeesss cizrutd have 
been assisted nor only by the wm agdnst Rome but also by alliance widi Iw, 
but it ^used by uritltEr* 1ft the la^T tf^on its origin b to be found in die 
gr^ual giwdi of the power of the German peoples at the expense of Rome, which 
w as K^lixed through their cofksolicbijon tn the new tribal fotmatiom^ The nebiton 
of^jifTKjirna Rome, like the b^iuwal of Roman Tnilitiiry tides, won or graikfctl 
where ttuItcaTy prowess alrt^y existed ind wfiete itKlivtiliLil priiioes or disrriit 
king^ Itad ttlr^idy come into promlrucna^ When the sourm idl as that kings had 
been given by (lie Romans to cetiaih German iribes, (thk k said ev^en of Sdlicho 
arid the Franks),* it is not to be supp€5sed thai tile kiiigdiip was aj that momciut 
founded by them, but rather iliiit Goiriaii army^kaders w!io bod already dimmed 
power, now obtainecl support and protection f r om (he Romans ^rinst native 
rivak** Not only the struggle against Rome, but abo die ^dliance with Rome, 
made posi^le the devdopmeni of the monarchy and tire removal nf rival 
disitici-kings. 

Thus, kin^lip over a Gau or disuict was a prelimiii^iy atage in ihe traBsidon 
to a single tnonardiy; jnnghxm wa$ right in cDurniding that for Oiilderic the 
kingship of the Gan was the mam pivot fif all ihc undenakings for which he 
brought die Fratiks (ngetii£r from dkiriets which were not immeJinely under bb 
rule. At clidr head he took part in the w^ars and movements which riinok Gaul 

* f>pr cn^t ii, 7^- ^ 
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at that rime. He stood in the l^ooser corniection of an ally with iJk Rovoiin 
tiilcTS**- 

In support of his Roman theoty v. Sybel bnn^ forvranl the case of the 
Anglo-Saxons and the Lombards, afld 31J once gets into constdci^Ie diffiodnes^* 
fdt, amwg the Angb-Soxom developfucnt was slarwer and less complete than 
among the Fnmks and Goths. A hu^ number of small states ttndet independent 
lungs eontiiuied m crisf^ and it was only in the seventh ccnnity that brave and 
fortimau rulers suoxedad in gaining sway over larger teniiiOrk^, unti] finally 
dw victories of Wessex united alJ the Germanic land on die bbnd Lnm a smgje 
whole." These 6 ieta indicate thai in Englandi ro&j there was a tntnstdona] sta^ 
betw'een the old democradt copstirodon and the monarchy, i.e« ibe ^nalt orGau 
kh^ditp h found here abo, fmm wlikli ihc monarchy stibsequently dei'etoped, 
owing m^y to the superior mOitary pro^’ess of hdividual Gau-kings.^ Hcre^ 
too, the onportance of the Gennan following as a contrihutoiy cause <if this 
devrioptnent is dear. Bede says that Kmg Oswin was so hsmotis that the most 
prcnm 3 £nt men pressed frotn all Sidis into his service.* 

Von SybePs dbeoiy derives even less support feom the history of the 
Lomkird$ than ir does from dm of the Anglo-SMons." For among the Lombaitk 
conccntmiTon of power in die liands of ane mkr, combining the righis of a iribal 
prince and 3 king, did not follow as a resulr of holding a Roniaii office, aa it did 
iit ibe Qse of the Qatrogoth Tlieodoric, The official ride of the Lombard ruler was 
ftx L^/igfjSarJuriim^ and no oonneoion with Rome is expressed by it-^ Even 
rhou^i Roman influence in getuiTal ivas strong among the Lombards in Italy,* the 
German basis of the kingship h obvious. Although it was already 
the king w as oemrinnEd in his power by decdon and was raised upon shidds in the 
amy assembly; this pracrice was followed even whini a ^fetber took fm 
during hb own liforimt The I^ws of Rothari, the Lombard ;udidai were 
formally adopted and confirmed by the assembly of fighting-men,* 

Let la now csoininc w'hat is said to have been the Second cause ofdicdc^-eltsp- 
ment of the monardiy among the German people namely Qirtstianity ot, 
raiheti. the Roman Oiiureh* In 18-4^ Kemble pointed out ihe^tippofi given by 
the clergy 10 the kingship, mfluenoed as they were not cMily by tUrir Rtrman 
conceprions of emperor and pope but also by Cliiist's tcadOngs about submfeaon 
to the powers that be.** This is cenainiy correct and lis couseqnenoes are not to 
be tzntkresrimated, hiit it is 6 r more quesUoiuble whether It h coasistejit to 
conclude dui moturehles were thereby brought into odstenoe as ^ai«th£iig new 
and fundainaitally difierent from t^ cld Gennan cemariturion* Kemhlc Irimsclf 
merely wumed that the tnttnduction of Ouiauaidiy, which, like die epIscupaL 
^tisutuiiuft, had acctisiomed ihe people to a more centialized and exclusive 
u^ of authoriiy, lidped 10 make the new" sysiem, the monarchy^ a lasting one. 
We must not overlook the fact that in seekitig to explain the position of the 

(Bretwalda) he expressly staled ikit it was not influenced fay or imimied 
from tiic churdb 
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I[ probable that in thn maito' hare beai too ioAtiienced by 

the tmpre^lan by Frankish cumdiripn^ ^pedklly imdsr Cloniis. The 

Qtumch support^ him only because tE ardendy cb^icd him to ipread C^tholid^ 
amoi^ ibe^ ndghbouithg states whkfi dmtg to Aryanisfo-' Alid- bis 
Fmakkb liiwry ibom bow littk die Oimdi va; emteenud fTLetbodiQlly^ aDdm 
alJ oTOjnmaiioe** ih furditir the cteveiopment of a ftitmg irtcinardiica] power. 
In spite of in tnflucnoc it did twt ptev^eni the pamiiofi of die kingdom four 
and the aboHtjon of the mDitarchy, any more than ii did so among the Lumhanls 
tiQilcr ilie CathciJic Anperr, The position iS even piainer til the case of the Visi- 
gnthiL Here the CadioUc Quutrh, it tin* biahops, who liad gained much power 
tti the state after King Recartd*s oonveisipn (^Sy)^ logorously suppon^ the 
rebellicm of the Godiic Count Stsenand a^iiasc King Swieuliib, whffl the 
attempted to hmit the power af the nobles^ which had already become a cLtnger 
!0 the tnoi^arehy^ a^ to set up a strong royal mie (fi jt).* Later King KindasviiiCi 
w^ben making a ftesh attempt of this nature in tS^i^ ^aln fotmd die Qiureh 
agiinst lLiii4 although he was i-dinselfa zeaioii» Chnsdm 

The political position of tiie Quitch is obvious. It supported ki^ly authority 
whcieveTj and in so far a% it hoped for the increase and expansion of iia ouvn powder 
llw^Tom; but if a strong monardiy threatened its power with diintnurion^ 
ihc Cliurch dtd not hesitate for a momcni to attack that momuchy. In jusdheation 
of ihis it was easy entnigh to produce texts from the Bible and from Christ's 
teachings and to ttse tiiem mocrs^ujly. The tall to revOTnee the law* warnings 
against t>Tanny and sinful lim for pcfwct^and the summons to ihe CHiurch to protect 
the poor and oppressed^ were for dtis purpose. We find ihcse ar^^uments 
advanced by die fourth cotinci] of Toledo in 63^1 after die depoisition 
of King SwindiiU* io justify the actiem of tlic Chitrdi. 

Tlte monarch^^ as w'e have already pointed out, w-ia also in exbtcnoe among 
die Anglo-Saxons in die fifih centuiy befoie die time of Augustine.^ On the other 
hand^ the expansion of die Roman ecclesiasdcal fysumi and eedesbstical unity m 
the seventh cenniry did not inuncdbtdy leid to a single consolidated monarchy* 
Tlterc -were seven or tighi smaller kingdoms in fidsisfice for several centuri^ 
and unity did not oume unril die tenth century, Orte of die finest lustorbois of 
die English consLilulioi\ Bishop Stubbs^ lias stated fhar thk poUticat unitiF' 
cm not have been due sokly to die untcy of die Qinrcli^ whldi may lipve helped 
but cannot have caused iL* indeed^ he considers it a mistalur to say tliat dedcal 
ififiueaoe was one of the chief reasons for die IntrEs^ of ktngty power*^ Union 
came gnudually^ after several attempts at it tn Keni^ Northumbria^ and Mcrda had 
come to grief The West S^on dynasty succeeded in abolishing the smaller king- 
ships because of its military success against the Danes, who had contpiered the 
other kings-* A mitiLuy uT^miiatloTi:, die nno^ry for mainTaining it per* 
manmrly on account of constant ihreat^ of war from wjthmit, ubme all the 
imponanee of an experienced and wetl-anned following, these wt^re dedshro 
fiictors ifi developing a superior monarthy^ whkh began at die end of the rixdi 
ocntiiry, Moreover, the episcopal rule of due Clumdi, even though a monardiical 
systcmi would lead. If imimied, to ^ co-ordlnBdoji of die rulem of ^maU. district 
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raihcr than ro rigid ceninilixijrioii umfcr one smrrng sovi&dgn power. ! tkeed only 
Ft^frr TO iofiuemr of di-t bit; Romjn z^imni in Gaul ^ iind fp thdr importuntt 
in tl>e dtvdijp^nenr of the epis4Xip3l dioceses* Tlija eplacopd system would 
much better model far a Can and locsil king^ip fhim for the uni'rcnd per* cr nf a 
ODfi^lidiited triDtcirrciiy^ 

To review our condusintti: ihcse foreign inRuences, Rnman and 
ecdesia^ctil, were undoahterUy in^Ftniment^l in dmnging die form of the Gemisn 
copsiitiiDon^ and we miisi not imdernite ibdr unpanance; but they were not thtf 
fiiTutaiTvenriil cause of die change They hdped and furthered tcndenereSi whudi 
grew fJiJT of die old German uider itself, acenTding at great atri reecni cacigistjoes 
(sudi as dejertre a^imi fureign aggr«tott and tlie safeguardirkg of the areas of 
trttkmenO Inevitably cdled tliem into sdstence^ and a tof^formaiion in die 
diatHbudon of power and authoriiy took pbdre^ llie pracdi^l com^hndotu drawn by 
the Germans from ihekc?tpoience in the service of die Roimns and m tlieir altr^ for 
cenumr^ reiulted in tfe giovth of ww political forms. Tho^ years of 
appreDticeshTpand ofmigtacJOti pointed the way to polidcal reorganiEalioo and 
at the E^e dtne assisted it; but they were neifoer c^iise nor its modve 
force* 

We must examine anothw reason giiren for the dhniige. Tlie new nobility, 
whose sipenor rank was due lo dose personal coniacr with king, has beffl 
regQtdecl as ihe diief means by which lie relegated the old frcedoni of the people 
to the back^:i 7 nnd ; it has bra considered not marely tlie cofiseqiimue hoi the 
enuse of a stronger kingship.^ With the aid of dtis faithful and cofistajitly armed 
court nobility, ihe king ODuld often act quickly and oiergciUailty, in war and in 
pc^e^ widicnit lust having lo gain tlic cement of die ponderotu folk m oot, whi^, 
in his extended kitigdctn, was not easUy got togieibw nor easily conciliate* Bui 
tlu!! theory revolves round a new nohilliy, widimii; expUlning how one hod atiseiv 
Fimhermoxe, itasimn^ that an ocpanslon ofibcarea of the kingdom liad already 
takrn place. But both of thisc are new plienommu, i^kidi are gctwmilly lufld ro 
have appeared after the consolidaiion of the monon^y. Nor does il enlighten 
us as to li™ due king managed to do away witli the old limiuidons (especially 
empliasfrcd by Tadui^} of tlie Gennanic kingship. 

Some recent scholars, laying great stress on Homan inlltuenoes, llave argued 
in favour of a complcle reorgatikation of tin* old Cennan cduaittiition by the 
Merovlngions, and in particuiarbyClovis^ resulting in u freeing of the kitig;ahipikHa 
ilic folk moor and expiation of the ruling personality. Tliey hold that the new 
king was an absolute mpnardi, nding widmut the old demooratk ILmitidomaficl 
wiibout the co-operaiioii of ihe people^* and ihai in the GaUo-Roman popubdun 
he gained a class of subjects who wen: accustomed lo the oppressive UoinaQ rtilc^ 
with its unlimiEeti auth^ty^ This reacled on ibe onginul Frankish bnds and led 
to an exiensian and consolidattoTt of the royu) power.* Bur with ihe ififorma- 
tion new at eur disposal about condldcms in the bte Roman period, especially 
in Gbu], we knew tlial the sumptions from wftich earlier schobrs proceeded 
m not valid, ft h net true tku the main body of the Homan population was 
iiumediaicly imder die empetnr unci direedy fefrd by him. Public autbariiy Iiad 
already become to a great extenc feudalfred by dw great landed ptopiictore 
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(j>ottnt£i) irnd^f whose opprSBion even the freoMii ■m^lfereA^ Acexirditiji lO like 
Ltn^itiimotis lestiiiaony of vanou^ contempcirary wrib»!i in G^ul^ and tt^y^ 

the grcdt contrar Roniiin and CetTryin coAdidocis aciuatly (ed Rotnarts 

w tsalte tefbge with tlse Gennans^ bec^u:$e there ai least their freedom was assured 
and ihcj^ were jusdy treaieiL* “ITm! fcaj siTuadon h the opposite of ihai cnvi^agisd 
by Brunner. The Gallo-Roman pctpubnoft iricd w> free toelf from the oppression 
under wlikh it lind il gained a podtion of greoEcr frttdom u^et die 

f»CT!p' Germiin rulers. 

1 have shown above how the main lines of Clovis* policy were tealiy dedded 
by dte previous Fnnktsh developneni imdex ChUdeticj v^ic!h has never been 
sufficiently taken into account. RKoitTesearch has tertikd lume and tnore to «hcnr 
that Clovis was really oofiscrv-aiive in Im amtude to die GaUcHRoman populjadoru* 
Now that hb kingdom was becoming so oimstve and the tuimber ofiiis prcivtnciaj 
and inm-^Frankyj subjects was bereasing^ could lie, widioui cndmigttnng lib 
own future^ liave abandon^ the real foundation of bb powxr^ whidi was 
based on hb earlier position among die Franks ? CouJd he love nboltshed diose 
Gennan condiitons wbidi lod appeared aiKTintageous to if« Romans diemsdves 
and kid been desired by diani ^ It Ls^ ai any ntet eextak that if Cloii^is liod renily 
tmi&fcncd the Roman m the Ceimiins, the dmnge would have been to 

the advantage less of the royal power than of that of the great 
who^ later history shows,* conEidefahly limited the tingsliip, Govb and his 
immediate sticocasorg did not depart very for from the old (Gennon) cooditioRS** 
The powers of tliis new monordiy hod really existed from the beginning nind ciarltcr 
condiuonlt liad not yet been abollslud under Clovis,* Ttie assumpdon tliai the 
people had no share in hw-moking is as mistsken as die cxoggerattoii of lijeir 
mive partidptioti hy Sohm, who w-ent $o for as to assume a dualism in Fnokiflh 
law (popular hiw^ and royal liiw)+ 

In thb coruiectian I would emphasize the fact iliat the amolgmoatlan of the 
different Frankish tribes did not depend only on the will of the new monaruby or 
tis military power, but on a free dtHzision hy die people iistdf The entrance of 
the Rtpuaiii into the oBiance was fomiiiUy dedck^ by their own assembly; Gregory 
of Toujiip with his ectmpLetc failure to comprehend the Frankisli bw of blood fuci;4 
^sce$ nothing but vtoktuee and cruel caprice on all hand's to an aitenr which h 
historically quite improbable ' ; yet wc leani fmtn his account that Cluvb, aftw 
tile ass^inaticin of the Ripuarian rukts (Sigibe^i and his son) thouglu it Misy 
Impcmont diat hchfrnscdfalmu Id be properly ihe in. tlwotd German 

fashion,und should be recognized as king. He called tn^lher die whole Ripuannn 
folk, decliyncd his mnoctnoe of the tnuirler of thdr kings, wlikh Jie expressly stated 
to be a crime and suggested thay they should etuer his pmiocooui^ Their coit- 
cunenct in the bestowal of die kingslilp upon him shown by raismg him on 
the shield, and by die unontmotis vote of die assembly.* Here wc sec repeated 
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(Dcactlj’ thi: piwtdurr desoib^d by Tadrus* P^iups wc oti^r to niitc iJtai even 
9 t:cc>niiiig to Grtgory of Tours ClovEi speaks Only of a diftmht x dcfcnflve 
alliai>ce enterod into by the RipriflriK 

The impomor point it that the ruMng i>™-« of thii new fiiiOTiardi rdlccbi 
m ill! essenti^s ihe old rights of die Cennim mler. It js E^scntlully miJiiary and 
judlcbL Tlic army-^isseiTtbly^ dte was retained under Cksvts. h fa true 

dwt the king's f>cjwer seems to have bsm increased by recent devdoptnciiis, 
by frttpienE war% and the expansitim t^f hfa tmriiory, htii the o^^-r^pe^:lIion of die 
people has not htM emirdy abolfaheth^ It mil appeara tn the formallriw by ’whii^ 
full Iroedrrm was given ; even in the eighth century tlifa waa dune in the king's 
presetioc. but nti^t tidy by him (as Utjer). And even if this imerptetanon oi 
the Malb€!fg gins be incorreci and if the king were not legaSy oWiged lo sumnion 
die folic moor,* it fa pruldile that in actual pracike emandpadoti ustmlly took 
place on the octiiaiDa; of an assetnidyi beousc In thfa way full fnMdom could be 
^ven and die freed man could ejiicr imo die mocr dtclc of freemen** So it was also 
in judicial ndhirs. Tlie mailuj^ the judicial assembly of die peop!^ forms die legal 
side of the constituiion,* Accotdb^ ro the Salic ipW, liowTEveft cermn l^id 
questiOfis (for eacampk^ /tffatvmy) iiad ro be dedl with ann rep:m om in malb 
puiticCfr Wc see cle^ly hfw first the king co-operated with ihe popular judiebJ 
assembly^ ami then gradually the rights of the Wer passed over to lirni, until 
finally lie had Ludependenr judidal rt^iis wichuur the cO-operation of ihe prople. 
Nevenlieti^ ilie^ old German mooT of die chkai lived on in the tnbal muats and 
dien in tlic Fftmkbh It fa* indeed^ tpie that dte sclf-dcrrituiitanonof ibe 

people was te^tied^ and ilui die riglu of making deefaiun* changed bno the les;^ 
important '' acdamaiion "^and was hually replaced by 3 solemn pnxlanmkm of 
fixed cbdsions to die people^ Tlie dudts of ou-regency carried out first by the 
Gennm folk mwty then by the mba! moot, smd finally by die Fnmkfali AlaqfiU, 
were transferred to the Opumattj^ die former coundl of the nnx>t. But the 
histodcal connection between die later orfatocradc Hcldisiag and die carlief folk 
moots was preseneth Tlie optimata were considered to some extent to be 
rtpresenrattves of die people; this fa obvious frons the fact that the term* 
kingdom^ and Franks wm used indiscrtmiiruiiely fbr the same diiiig** 

These theories arc fully supporred by the fiaecs which we have already 
establfahed. For in early German linies social rants 
existed; tlie nobUity find a prKilegcd positiorv in public life* especially os regards 
ptiUdcsl leader^iip in ilie folk mont^ of wludh die centre of gravitj' lay in the 
prtncci Mid elders rather ilmti in the people tUfelf ' Even w'licrc ilie royal Lnrt 
mEOtinn only the co-npenuion of the great menr dtfa does not mem ihnt tlie people 
present at die no part at all in die prooeedings*^ Tim pusliiori was 

much the same even in die earliest Gertnan moois^ i-e- the people did nut take an 
active part in die dfacussions but rendered mote ur less passive^ dmugb hy nn 
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ti«ans by nittryiiig ihr deddom prtseniod dtem by the 

cDundl 

As 3 mittcr of Bict* Tadtus" addruint of dw procaJiire tn ibe old G<!nmn 
assembly tallies ^-itb ibis view> We have afteady seen tku ih^ oldest and most 
dlmugulshed mcfi d&e dghi of speecb a£^ tbe kin^^ Tlie people itsdf 
assenEi!d or dissented. Furdier, Tadius expressly says t muiori^i^t rtiniM 
pmdp^ iimjidiani^ de mahrihus {^frutei^ im fnmeti ur €C quoquiy quortim peruLt 
pkh^ arhitnum ef A apud prmdpt* In much of the business* 

therefore (for there were oeityldly many mom small maticrs than preat), 
the people were not brou^E in Bi sll* and even wlien they were^ there was a 
previous dJsmssioa among the prinoes tmd tbe iiobiiiiy\ so thac i1m Tna|oriry of the 
people bad only lo accept or reject didr proposals. In this connection rrfefenoe 
may be inatk te the acixmnc of ibe ongm ofdicittjktifmjgh'enin 
io dtac code* Fourwere dec^ by the Ftankidt people to draft ir ^ ic was 
csclubked iit three moots ; md according to the kgpnd tile liw was passed by the 
Fmnkcih people in a full mnoL* 

TJie view that the proctm or oprimam who took cotmvd with the king ate 
ahv^>'5 to be te^rtkd as bis servants, and diat tbeir co-operation was part of their 
service and not a decision of the folk mool is mistalceru* It is etptaUy bnpos&lble 
to consider the paunt£M^ who are So iiujK^rmim Mernvingm times, Jts tlac Serva nts 
of the king> I7^ese rich and riofalc landowners were certainly not all In the 
royal service; and, moreover, they cannot be described as arising Uter^ for 
they were already in citstenco in lyrte Roman mnes and wc comiaiic to find them 
diirrrtg die fullawing period** 

Flnafty anodier coosidemdon aHs^ in CDitnection widi the fbllowing. 
Thtprec^rti ^nd c^pdmaus of die Frankish peittx}, who appear in die folk tnoots as 
the king*s ccHinsejIors^ liave been iindcTstood by tliose very writers wfio deny 
their co-opetapon with the king to be the i,e^ the kin^s following 

itself. MoTeover, the king^s oatmsdJots, who, as some schdars say, did not 
represent the people, were the army mm and the Both gronpi corrcspoiMj 
tD the followings of the German period* Bur if we compare wfiat Tadms tells ub 
of the important potttkal inEtienoe of gmitarid pcrwcrfiil Icirlsuf thec^imiffiAr^hi the 
stale • (on oetasion they even deddt dedamtiona of war), it is clear that Fnudush 
conditiems m the rtiyd pericxl ate only a direct cnniimiance of the old Getriiaii 
dtevebjimoii* For who could dten raamtain s«dj 4 large fijilowing ? Ody the 
kij^ the noHIitya and the great UodCFwncrs.** 

As among the FninJca, so also among the other Cetmas tribes, fmd the 
people ooK^petaEing with die king in che diseussiDn of public afliin. 1 am not 
refcnir^ to the Alemannj ^ and Bajuvim,*^ whose laws were made in dtirat tiihai 
assemblies w^ith the co-operation of the people, because these arose bier, in the 
eighth oenturj^. But, as we notrced above, R. SchrSder proved tills co-opemnon 
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m \h^ of the Lomb^dn.^ Mofwva^ bedde$ ruynl bwi m^ide die ruler 
alcm&, diere urci'e aluo bwi i^grecd to by tbe petrplc^’ 

An ifsuntent iil&ah laaiior be m ilui ssc of tlte VialgDihSi 

becatise the exrl^i Izws of King Eunc liavc come dawn ro ui only m fr^metits and 
wjtbout tlte beginning, whi^rt we might liave mtpecied to tind seme jrifannntion 
aboui ihe co-opersnoti of all or same of die people^* In any csse^ Eujic*$ siiEcessw^ 
King Ahdc II (48^-i07)> emsed a cammisilcm of men leained in ilie hw la put 
ttsgtfthcr ti\e l3w$ intend^ for the Roman provincials {iMRemam Fhig^ti^rumy 
and in f 06 be submitted tbsr work to an ass emb ly of b^bops and provincials for 
their approvals* Moreover, we have evitknoc of an army assembly Iteie. in 4^5, 
which disfnjssed polincat quesdons under tlie klng^s leado^ip-* Tlie army liitj^ 
WTSe influenced Akric B's actions ip the battle of Votii^ againsi fus will^* and 
hi J06 an asxnfus saarum mins figni to bis foiandal demands b mcfitionei^ 
The folk army also sat in Judgmenti. for msnincej on PaptuSp* Alter the acceptanct 
of CaiboUebm^ the influence of die cotmdJs became very importanf; and in Spain, 
as we know, import laymen also took a share in thdr dehbWmknWij so tkn they 
really became naiioniil assemblies** 

Among the Burgundians there is tmrnbttkable evidence of the oxiperation 
of tbc chief men, both in Waiving and in oihct public a&hrs* The ket diat at 
limes oQ]y the couriES and mi die optimaies air mendoned does not pitn e chat tlib 
hdp was merely given as a itiyal service, forcases may also be found whcic the conn b 
are nut meotionj^ and the ^f umaus art*“ Moieover, tlie/rxFM«wiifi/i:besp^^ 
nirhdoits not oafy the consent of the counts^ but aba the fact ihat this law was 
the result of the general consent of a!L^^ S^cteon condiidod firom fbk that the 
royal porwer was Uraited by tlic assembly of great men who represented the nation 
before the king* and that ihetoriseiitor the whole nadonw^ considered necessary.^ 
This is also home out by (he focr that the conclusions of die assembly of Amb^rkiix 
(501) which were added to the Burgundian Law were seidedi by the king^ accord¬ 
ing to the pronible^ in BurguruEomim.^ In the eexT iiself, however^ only 

negotiaiions wiib the counts ate oiemtiQned-i** Obviously these negodatfona were 
conducted, as in German tunes, ^cordii^ to Tadms, but the princes or the nobility 
and then the folk faooi gave its ennsenr to the dedsiems which had been retched* 

A similar procedure may be bbsen ed among die Angio-Saxems. It has been 
shown by Ch^wick, wdio b espedally cancwiicd wtdi die enrlie?t ruuiunal 
councils^^ that ihdre is proof of the caopAratLOfl of principts as early && Hlodiar 
(675^). He kM proved tnai among tfie Aijglo-Saxons, espedaUy hi Nortbumber- 
land, at ibis penod^piin^ip^j and opiimiUesj sapimisif fTmims fumi acmahy formed 
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«udl m counril far the king (r^gls £omrtmrii}t bnt that B«k Hftts not usm^ the 
wwrcU mj/tinri or fJl titis serMC,* Moreover, beaidei the smallrr coundt of 

the ^K'iteiugemdr^ Scuhb^ that in that eady period there dso biger 

folk moots, which came together on apechi! occtilonj of great and gimerat 
iitiportxnce, wiihoni, hcfw™r, having any definije orgamzatton or bdng repre- 
sentartve in llie modem 

Rnally, there h abopoof of an cssentiiily dmiJar dcvehipinent among tite 
North Gtiman peopLeSp Ine prixlamatinn of the law (uppsags) was made by ilte 
law-giver in (be Alhhing; if tlwre were no dhsetitient voice fTom tile coundl 
or ^mmiftee of bw-|^vere tlie hw was passed by tiie silent oinscnt of 

tlie legal assemhiy.* Here also w find a later tendency^ e^peddly m Iceland ctnd 
Norway, for the body of freanea to be rtlegited to the backgtounjd by an a^mhly 
of nobles summoned by the king** 

TTtis similarity in the ODtisdtudon? tjf the difFcrems Cerman peoples indlmte^ 
that at bottom the old natidnaf system dettmnined their devdopEnenit liow'evcr 
much the influences of the Church and of Rome might help or hinder it. The 
bases of the old constitndon were retained; n is mewly that they have been 
piemred as 100 ptimjtrve and rigid. If we accep the tliar in the rime of 
Tad ms there were no longer any republics w^here dJ freenien had eqnnl rights, and 
tliat these freemen were nor witiiout sodal differences, it is easier to understand 
the new opudidons. An absolute monarchy did not develop evenly and appear 
evaywhere at the $ajne moment, bringing the rtpuhtican period to a dose and 
opening up a new age, which again tnade way for the nile of the nobles, who were 
called iiiTo being by the tyranny of dial mmridon period The trimsfiamiarbfi 
of the old popidar cnnsdmdoii by the increaring imponauce of die aristocrat 
and by the growth of their power at the expense of that of the people bad already 
been in procie^ for a long dme. We saw that even tbe early Gemian period, it 
appears in Tpdnis, Imd a strungariatoantJe stratum, and thb iras now strengthened 
by the foundation of itat^ on Roman Euammiiu and sodal c^ndtrions liad a 
profound influence on the new dwelopmenis. This is dearly seen in the division 
of land between Cerm^s and Romans in Italy, Spaitt, Caul^ and Qurguady-* 
But even where there was no d efinl re dreision of the land, as perhaps in ilie case of 
the Fnmks, the fact fliat the kings and anny-icaders sucokJccI to the rich land of 
the Roman* brought ;sbout a sirnibur developtfienL Everywhere, not only 
the Idng, but dbo the nuiltaiy authorities enter^ into the possession of vast 
estates. 

A new influence was soon added which inevitably led in the same direemon, 
E.c. llie acceptance of Chrisnumry and espedaJly of Catholicism, -which was 
gradually adopted by these German states. At tbit liine not only had die Catbolia 
Chuidi developed its eptscopil syslecn and so received an aristoerttte impress^^ 
bur already m Roman times it was being nrganhed on the bass of great estates, 
espectaliy so far as its main representatives and spirirual leaders were concerned 
In the tnmsitioti period these bishops ofati belonged to Roman senatorial fnmilifis 
and flierefore had the disposal of fi&aA estates, hut ev'en where this was not the case 
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die simj; result was quickly brtnight abentt by ihe nuractroui gifts made to ihe 
Qittrcli j so ihat at the tiroe wlien die ticw' Centunic motwrdiy was Einnedf aboul 
tiK end of the fifth, century, on anstoaaitc tendnu^ was obvious btith in ilte 
eoonojnic and in the sociaJ spheres 

Among tile German peoples^ amiiDciacy undJ that time lisd been mainly 
based on btrth, on die reno wn of cenatn fatnilieSt and on personal prowessi The 
pemunent setdement of definite icrritories and the fixity of «ate-boundaries 
reacted in the satne ditecticint for as die new audtorides had pennaiient pou-cr oser 
a cemhi tkfined tetriioty, so also the rights of die new ruins of the atti re were 
Jtiengthened and extenii^* Here, too, dte roundadons for such a devefopment 
hsd eaistsd from early limes. The old German principle mendonfid by Tacitus, 
that alt booty and conquered lands should be apportioned itcunJinn 
was now applied to the whok of the landed property^ acconding as the of 
movabk^ which, dunng the great migrations and miUtacy expeditions, were the 
cluef article of boo^ and tlie measure of miliimy success, wTts being taken by land, 
whicb was now passing i 010 die peniunentposse^on of tbe victors. Kir^andaemv- 
kadem not only obtained extensive lands for dicmrelves but wen: able to make use 
of tlwse to reward those who helped them m war time,espedally dtdr followings and 
political adhereriB. Tljc king was now able, from the estates which &11 tobb lot, to 
make gifts of land to all who entered Ids serv'ic^ and tn die sam*- way to reward 
pmsonal loyalty of mdividuals. Tlie legal peetJtiiri^ of these early Cemuii 
gifts of land, and their great political importance, has not iwn frjJly lakwt into 
Bccount. At dl evetiis lliey played a large part in the reorganiaadon of tlie old 
Gennan csonsdtudon, and mdeed tliey provide iif with a key to the undemanding 
of later political developments. If diese Meravingiim and Agilolfrng land-grams 
were determined by considerations of a personal nature, sudi as seomng loyally 
to the overioj^ and entitled the donor to demand services, then a new light is 
shttl on political ewots wilhm the Fisnkisli kingdom soon afier the death of 
Clovis. Not only the immediate eniomage of the cuJer, but much wider 
took pan in the great civil ware, on account of thdr duty as vassals; they 
owed service to the king or to an overloni, from wftoin they had received land, 
and were thus direct^ involved in these titnibtre. It now becomes stiU clearer why 
even the chutol] dignitaries and in particular the bishops^ were drawn into 
wordly aflaits, not » much into the affaire of the staa^ wllich as a !e^ entity 
baldly yet Uid daimi to soth service from the peopk^* as into tU affairs of the king 
himself. Owing to [he rich ^is of land made to die Qiutdi, chkffy from the 
kmg*s ptopertj', he had a dltect cl a i m on it, and it was aJso pop^hk for him to 
resune such Church property for Ills own puipcoes, and espedally for militaty 
necessities. 

We must not overlook the fact tiiat the Church rtsdf defined iJw king's 
relatiDnship to ii as a proiettttve one, and acted aooordingly. It placed itsdfunder 
bii protection and considered dutt it was his duty to act as its defence and A jkld , 
^ we Sec from the ecdestasdeal furrauUo used in the sources. What this meant 
m the old German conadtutton is shown very clearly in the Saxon translation 
wllkh treats the disciples of Jesus as companions in battle of the 
Ikaveidy King. For the protecting ovedon) stidi a relationship involved not only 
dunes hiu nbo coiresp^Wing ri^is over his cGf/uer, 

We must iear in mind dua aspect of German law if we are to uodeistitii! 

* Ceim, (dll., ii* ij iMW 441 . 



POLinCAt STRUCTUllE 197 

anghi ific df>4e ^oniwctjori bfifwteo stare and Chuiii in rhe Middle Ages* TJte 
cpitstitu tiofloj posjtiDn of the Church in Memvirtgkn Uw t™ qutir dJtfereni fruni 
thif whidi it veruped in Roman Jaw.* The " tndI$SD)idi)e bnnd between 
and diiiTcb was not an ImiDdfin of late Ronun cgndiijnns nor was it analigotis 
to them Tite alteiatioa in the kingship was brought about exchiii^'ely by djt 
intmtal eondittons and extetiEd jeJattore of ilie Frankish kirtgdOTii jtsdf. The 
mayof^ of the piboe wert not the first to 6mw upoTi eccledastical property. Tlie 
pmedoe was cairrent much eariier^ In the Bdetwinguin kingdom of the sixih 
ceniury/ and it was not fit^ brou^u about, as Bninna' bdiei.^,* by the wars 
against the SaraceiLa. It had existed from the time that Clovis was converted to 
Catholicism and ai once bound the bbhop to die service of the king> Even ts 
the sixth i3enmry tht Frankish kings appropri^itect dnircli pmpem\ and gave it to 
thdr foHowtogs- Waltz was rig^t in insisting that the king retained fights of 
(hsposil over dw bnds to the Qiurch,* butat the sanie time ii must be under¬ 
stood that all the royal gifts wme not uniform and exactly alike. There were two 
kinds of land giants among the hferDvingjims t those which created permanent 
and hereditary possession, and those whi^ eoidd eventually be Tesumed again 
by the dimorJ 

Tills close comiecrion of Church and monarchy was a new source of social 
ihiferennation, since it led to the fhrmaiion of artstoemtk groups. It derived its 
npponmice from the capacity cif confetrii^ a dnttnetion, wlirdi tbi servke of ihc 
king came to exercise in an ever greater degree. This wa a tradJrioti from old 
German dmes. According as the fame and power of the land increased^ so also 
Ills following and servants grew' in importance,* After the cteadon of die monarchy 
in the latgcf cerntoncs, this tendency must iiave been all tfw more noiibeablc, 
be^se the king^s nowicr ov-er the old fotk moot liad also con^crably Inci^asTd, 
It is oomprehenjible that tiie men in the toimediatq, entounigc of the new kingi 
on whom be hesiowed would be cspwcwJly ^stmginshefh is is sliown by 

die fact that they Ijod a higher wergdd; lliis is the case not only amcctig the Fiunk- 
ish^rntfilmrj * but also among ihe Lombard and the Aughi-Soxon 

gctttkt and sAegruJ^ It muse bo remembered^ bowevcTi that tills privilege was 
urached, not to the fnaUp but to hrs o^oc, to the anice w'hich be owed the king. 
Oiher niyal servams beside the annwiion^s possessed It, such as rhe idceiafG, ilie 
cewrei, and the miiiL The sum was not fixed by agenemE rote, (forexampfe) at three 
doles die xmooniE of the frTOnan's wergeldp but Wits calcubtcd for eacJi Individual; 
ihe currea sum fur each man jceording to hk btnh and race was multiplied by 
ihiee, and dtb held gotxl cmly for the lious diat he wm in the king 5 service.^ 
These fO)-al followers wwe also given landed estates^ wlikli were ttk^be 
to some extent a timpotary gift; if the servio? to the king ceased, die land gh%^ 
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for IT by die king was taken away agaiiir^ Hm ts yet anndier ptvo£ iliat ^hc old 
German follirTfing ?.t3s the real {byrndadon of die liter devdoptnenL. M^jrcovcf, 
iiaiTt ivas no sscneiil diffetence berween Frankiab and Anglo-Sa^n evolutkm. 
Bedds accouni of Krng Chwin (cL 651) agrr^ eataoly mill Tadtiis* slaiEmjajt 
about die Gtimum Lc^ rbar tbidx repoladoo and tiigh tenowo in war 

aitractod tlie yn uih of imgjibcmiin^ Uribes, who in tbtir dteira for c[Tiliiar}i' aeri^ity 
left home and to other lands.^ The Angto-^Saxon souroe^ tell us licjw litese 
ttjyal fonowos (mlnistri) were fumistied with lands on the Specific condidon of 
service in war. This is not a peculiarity of Ar^Io-Saxon developmim, nor is 
tiiere any reason to suppose that it itiflucrsoed Ftankish oiscoirL The edict of 
King Chilperk (01—^34), which is remarkable as being the rewli of negotiations 
be ween the king and die ^nrftxius vd mirutiicn^^, racogtiizes grants of land ftom 
the kir^ 10 ihe leuJfs as a custom tfsiating in his (aiher’s dme** Moreovert Wain 
has pointed Out other acnirces which show a sicniW custom amemg ihti Visigodw 
as -wdl as the Aiif^CHSaxons. They make it dear that ihe^ iaiikj were giV'cn 
ictitj£cia by the king especially tn order to diseb^e militBiy service, and diai on 
tbA occasiotis ii waa pcosible for tljem fO win land for diemsdvts,* 

It h clear tiiat tlicse merely with ihdt soda] md legal privilege {wergdd and 
ivididal sratu$) were able, owing 10 ihe olficb) prt whidi diey pbyed in ibe royal 
service, to add ottier estates to those already granted them by eIk king. It may 
be that they did so, as tbe Vbigothic law indicates, m war (as booty ?), or that ibc 
Qiundi, dependent on the proteciion of the king and bb oBidals, used ihoti s 
aJroeaii or It may be that they seized unjustly and by force 

which had become free, or other estates. Also it ts ^ be observed that die foimli 
Council of Orleans in (41 was strongly opposed co the practice of claiming and 
appropriating church property satpotsmuffi namim pamKinh,* The Coundl 
of Magon tn fSf spoke still more xdgorausly against it* liere ft ts a common 
complaint ihni die royal scn^nis and Following, as well as the seaibr authoririE^s, 
seize other men's lands and drive out their owners,^ Oearlvj the usurpation of 
ecclesiasdc^ and other property was then widespread,and itpossible,especially 
for the roy'itl flenraniSj to do this widiout s-cruple, on accoani of their office and 
their privileged and ihcirefore protected position. Tlie same complaints occur 
among die Visigoths * i the roy^l olBchila were abusing tbeir power by etuidiit^ 
thenueUTiS at other people*^ expense,’^ 

Tills process of development m the Gennuo consututioti, as impottanr as it 
is dlSicuIt to follow, was soon furthered tn tlie new kingdoms by dtv^icins and 
kitemd conflkis, whtdi began as early as the deaih of Cbvis in f 1 r- Tlte divisiM 
ot iIh: Frankish kingdom among hts four sons not urJy dimbiislied and broke 
the royal power, hut also brought about fricii<m between tile new and rival states, 
so that varimts lio$[ile parties were bcitnd to arise. Tlie rebelliotts in tb« 
succession states, widch broke out not long afrer Clovis^ death,* involved the 
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ndghtKnmiig peity king^. owing to ihe ijiijioriiy of !us sons, w1k> wot tvow called 
DO tliF tkrtmc. After TTicudcbert^ death (cL f^S), the royal fanuly itself tfuarrelb^ 
for Oiramn, the son of King Oorhar, rc^hiaticdly rose agai^ father; Thii 
rebellion provided a oew excuse for the other succession kingdoms to mictfert 
as well as ndghtouiring mbes ’wlio were less closely dependenT on tfienn Chrami} 
was suppotted not only by his unde, OdldeheTi, by the Saxons, who were 

subject to the Franks,*^ Thiia ihcre began a mtyvemenf which could no longer 
be stopped by the povrer of gMi tnciividual king^, and as the mtinOThy deefined 
the kingdom fell m pieces. The mote vignrom the se{Niradst tnm cfMnts Wot, and 
the more powerful the optimiitej became in the sucorsdon stated Uic thfiv 
welcomed any atrempi to resiore the unity of ilw kjRgdom. If it was restored for a 
time, dii* fact tncrely made the jicw aristocracy more dctenniDed to tiTistme all 
efforts of the kind in fttmre. 

The events w'hich took plao! after tlte death of Qoihar provide an 
specially characteristic example of this. He bad onoc more united the whole 
kingdom of the Franks ; now tt was dh^ided among his four sons. The jntema] 
wariare broke out over again ; not only did Brittany break aw-ay and assert 
its independenoe (a sign of the declining power of die inonartihy)^ but ihe civil 
wars after die dea^ of King Chaiibcrt (5^) still fimher increased the power of the 
nobles. It h iinp<sribk properly tn understand the hisiory of die Frank^ king¬ 
dom during die period of die two ahe-devib^ Brunluld ;ind Ffedeguud, if we ’sre 
Ln k merely a horrible family quarrel, the terrible degeoeration of the Merovingian 
mv^il fhmily, or evco the petwiial vendetta of two royal women." As 3 result of 
this intenia) strife there came afaout a fundafnenml change in the constitution; tlw 
religious and secular aristocracy, which had been in the ascendancy for some titne, 
now gained die upper hand of the old mnnardiy. In 575 Fredeguj>d otdered lire 
assassination of Ring Siglbert, afiCThri victorious tniry into Paris^^when Qillperk's 
nobles had deserted their master and turned to him. Sigibert's son, Guldebcrt IT, 
was cmly five years otd, and the nobles of Ausirasia took advantage of this 
&vpuTab1e opportunity to seky? all power for thcmscilves. 

Tlidr great dianoe came when Qtilpcric was asajs&inaied in 184, for hts heir 
in Ncustria, Cbtbar 11, was a citild of four months, while the Austrarian ruler was 
only fourteen, and tn Burgundy a weak and undecided old tnaiv Guntxam, was on 
the throire It is not sujpmmg that the nobles now rose dedsivdy against die 
central power ^ and even though die rebellion of Giindovald, dre ittegitUTtaCe son 
of Clcuhar 1 die tlrsl open revolt of the nobility against the monarehy "),* 
foiled owing to the coalition of die Auatradan and Burgundian moruidues, yet this 
arisiocracy tose again m 5 87011 behalf of Fredegimd, and prevented Irer Irum beirig, 
puntdied for her murderous deeds- Bfuiiliild, lier great political ri\aL, tried to 
raise the ^cn monarchy again, and was able tn rely on the support of her people, 
wiH> were iji f^lion a^nsT the nobles (Treaty of Amkiot, 587)^ But die resmra-^ 
tion of the unity of die monarchy, whidi was achieved by Childebert II after 
Guntram^s dcatli (59^), did m» avail to save the kingdom from its oertrin fouv He 
died tn ^95 and left ody two ytmng sons of dglu and nine yens, and this gave the 
nobles the ciunce to desert Brunliild, wliose power had increased imonnously. 
Two sqiarate kingdoms were established ajid in three years ch il war broke out 
agdn# A miiiiajy revolt apinst Brunhild's mayor of the palace deiirov^ her 
ptm*cr, and the quarrel which sprang up between the brotbcfs, Tlicudcric and 
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Tiieudebert, finely aftef tlic imiblc ftiufdcr of Brtmlitld, in a cEunpIrtc 

victory of the pobdlty <mr tfic mOiUiiiJly ; for even thougti Cfotfuf II Iiid «>le 
power in ihc kitigdora^ the might of tlic uristoosicy was dedstvtty cDfifirTnod^ 
b pI:Lin; fwm the fomous edict of rhm king in 614. Thb was the Carta 

iiiirrraiu/Tt of the 3ll-po^'erful religious iind secular nmtocncy, due farriol 
concession of nghis which they had won jbero b these Jong 

This edict of Oothar 11 ^ was Ait lesuli of discussU^ at a natioru! 
cotindh vrhith $at in Paris at the some tune a& a coundl of bishops** The king 
OCting in this am pontcjiciiMts W tam magnii virir vpijimariiuj nnr Jijklthis 
naxnis. TJte edict and die trejiry cd" Anddor (587) * shtrw traces of the confusion 
of the preoedtiig period, but tJi^^are abo the fiiushed product of the pmecss whidt 
htid meanwliile taken place* Rriigimi$ and secular nobles^ bbJtrrps .-md 
appear as great landnvner? wlioise pregserty Uts in tn^y districts.* They are 
2Llready in possession of irnmunidcs and li^vc^ abo¥e al^ the so-called right of 
rept^entatiem before pdilk josdct* These important r^hts must have given 
tfa^ possessois a privileged posatintt^ which, in oonso<[i»i!iioe ed the refusal of 
entry to all royal offidak, waa secure a^rtsr attacks from the royal perwer7 
For the immunity of gristed not only witetc the land esme from the 

king^ hut also where it never Iiad hdongad to the ; it was a personal 

favour granted to individual neddes, religious and secular, and included all rhdr 
lauds** Tlie king gjant^ it in return for jendered, with the puqjose of 

increasing dicjr uidebledness to lum and keeping (hem tov^ The king^s potl^ 
of creaiuig a firm support for hbiiself m a time of confusicHi Is seen here as clearly 
as in the grants of land. The nobles* for dlcir prt, cnd^vourtcf iti free themselves 
frym the power of the royal officials and to place iJiemseK^ immediately under the 
king* Tile dvil wars gave tliem the oppommity to achieve tbdr desire, 

Ctrtnn clauses 01 tlte trearj' of Atidelot (fS?) sJiow us tlic c<njr% of dib 
process in detail. Anythttig whkh the Frankish kings gave ^fier the death of 
Clothar to she (.-hutch or her subjects, was to E>e held in perpeniiiy. But if /wr 
iJ7£rrr#|^ any pniperty liad beeri taken from anypne withuuc jusrificadon+ it was 
10 b* reitDrcd to liim hy a Jegal dedtsitTn. The same Tvas drciied with regard to 
those lands which tiad nrvee been held per mu/Hferanam of tlic preceding kings 
up to tlic deaili of Clotkir, Ndrhet of the conttacting king^ was to io|ine tlu 
IruJej of tJir (ithcr^^oe tMiv'e them if ihey w»htd to go over to him. Tliesaifainft 
at the end of the treaty b paniculiu-ly luotcw^rthy, ‘Hie b^t security that can be 
given against any infringemeut of these snpulatkms is die thiKit of die loss of all 

TIicsc at* an echo of the great pany struggles after die death of Cbthar I- 
Tls^ brought obouf tmtocnsc clianges among the hi ihe different small 

kingdcjm^^* amcrn|; whkJiw* must reckon dte general resdtuiiori of land ordained 
ui dieif Eivour by die Mict of Qothar 11^ whidi seated that everything which they 
bad meauw'hile kssr by loyal^ to their lords should be reaioted to ibem in 
It b here tliat we may Stfe die real uature of diese iinpcrrtanl decrees ; diey repic- 
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seni ttte ocKsopkdDn ot ^ pnxc^ whidi b«gufi long rather titan tlie 

bcgijtrticLg of a new drvckjpmicmp Comiajuetidy 1 do not ogm * tltai the ediei 
is a “ hitning-paijil at wtHch, after ** great teadeet ihe power at last 
begin:s to for ihe and^oiiaidiical fotes were mM for me fiist tune 

pressjoff forward victortoitsly after Bfunhild'^ death. Rather h b the harveal of 
seed »wo long Ejcfore, and now ripeiied. TIte many bfoqgiti honie siww 

that there b no question here of a be^^nning.^ It tras not merety tiiat tlie fcfng w^ 
being forced, ** by pressure from the itobilttj* of office which had grown great 
in the toyal service, (o make a number of concessiofu and to promise tlieaboHiion 
of abuses.” For these ligh^ were pnsroised not only to the nobility of office^ bur 
util more to the tpiiwpi er Moreover, Ondmr II Issued a maitdaie to the 
foyaj offidab (q^jer)| the so-called Pmttefdo ChiAttm 74 * which impresses 
on diem, m somr attent at least, the rniponan^e of ^isming the j%hs granted 
thereby. Not a few of tluKe rig^its 3tre directed against the loyat offickb and lire 
itiiemled AS A pTOt^iern them. Fof imcmce the of irnniiintty and 

mstny of tile oiher tiipulations involve a coftsixkfahfe decrease iii iJidr offidii] 
JUihotiiy,* In discijsstng these, Waiu remaHred that most of them woe directed 
against the k{Qg,r* Tlib ecpla^ the Prasapth of Qothar Q i a ipedal royaJ 
decree was necessary in order to c^mrre obedience to the edkL* 

Thfe leads us to one of tile maio problems of early comdunkmal and sochd 
historVi to which iris more e^enttat than ever w find an anawer, as a consideratiofi 
of Qothar II’s edict siion^s. The pioblem is cmdal for an undetstending of the 
internal development of the Frankish kingdotn for it links on to the que^rions 
raised by other social changes of the tunc and is thetefore m dm nte l y related to 
dje essentoi tmnsformatiDn of socieiy. We shall now consider It In a separate 
diapier, 
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THE REORGANIZATION OF SOOEn^ 

T he mxieptfid theory that the iiohiltty ongiiuted in the age of the barhaduii 
kingdoms^ in the fim place among the Franbi^ is the rrauk more of specutmion 
than of a caidiil analj'sts of live How haw scholm arrived at tfiJ^ vtcw i 

In the first place it arose naturally out of the fimdaniental hypothje$es whidi pre¬ 
vailed concerning the previous Cennsnic period- If, during that rime, there was 
a Eftpublican coasritudom in which all power rested with the peopfe and all fteemen 
had equal rights* so that there w^as no especially privileged nobility/ then it seemed 
obvious that there could liave beeen no such nobility m rheeairiierFmikbli periotL 
This negative argLunent w'as supplemented by a positive one drawn froiD the Xrjr 
Sitftbf, which was for long reg^ed as the main souree of infnnnjiiiort fat cariy 
Frankish cofiditions, whiidi dos nut mentiou a nohtlity^ CousequentJy^ it b 
arguedfOosachnobliity disced- But btfabcondu^on reallyjirmiudi-k? Important 
jurists ’ htid aln^dy shown that in the case of dieilrjf argument rjr tUmth 

of this sort proves nothing- Many important judicbl questions^ such^ for ^otnple^ 
as the right of itdtrriiaftce, are not meniitinfid In it, even though they mm% alj^dy 
Itave been in obtenoe ; die object of the law not to give a complem aixuLint 

of die order of inberimtee. 

It has often been alleged^ moreover* that in orlier rimes a nDbiltry of birth 
of this sort exbted among ilw Franks abo, but w-as afterwards destroyed or 
deprived of its privileges by the monarcliyJ This eicpianadon is, in het^ oontrs- 
dicted by all our oilier infoimarion on the matter. It is unlikely that a nobfUiy of 
birth should have been ncm-cxistent among the Franks* when its existence can be 
pfoverl among all the other tribes- Moreover* there is nodiing in the iusiory of tte 
early Frankbh monarchy to support die hypothesb of a de$truction oc even of a 
suppremon of the nobility^ It cannot n!asonal}ly be assumed that the first kin^ 
who on the whole were conserwiirive in thdf domestic policy', (especndly Qovts), 
got rid of dieir old folk nobility at the moment when th^ found themselves 
to thdr new statefis cstciMtve provjnda.1 territory, face to fece with a Romati 
nobility, the power of which rested on great lundcd properties^ Tills old nablltry 
consisted* indeed, of the lords of ** foUiJwing^ w!io were the doughiiest in wir 
and the most renowned among llic people/ 

The nuin poijii, Iirrwevef, is dial wr have a •mlfidcnc number of certain 
proofs of die enutence of sudi a nobilitjv* These sliow that importance was 
a^ttadifid not only to free hrrth or decent, l^i also to the pcssesrion of importaiii 
and illustrious parents or ancestors, and men extolled the antiqmty and aplmdour 
of a house, ^fikh was handed duivn lo Its children and secured for dicm a more 
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hofHitirsbte |ic»ttjon during thtif youth, or af tt^dr firsi cntranm into il*c yirvicc 
of ihc statc*^ Is noi this the same picture wJueh Tadtiis draws of ihe 
wluj d^ve a prinody pcddon from iruignh ajjt msgaa 

FTteriia ?■ Men who ate not yet in dw fcing^s service, as, for exampk. Smut 
F iire^us, UiET ahbci of Lagny, are similarly dcsciibcd.* WaUi£ refiised to wnsidcr 
ihcac memben of old and importani families of Fraokisli od^ as j mio tiohility, 
but he Itad m acknowledge that withiii the mw Fnmkisb aristocracy, which had 
arisen owing, |o hiot^smg wealth and the mflujenoeof royal ilterc must have 

been ** men who had been members of the old German nobility/^ * As for the 
kujitA Frmciu of the Zix CJ^amny^rum^ distinguished by hb rich landed 
propeiry aod hb tiireefold wcfgdd^ his presence can only beaepiamed in the light 
of sudi an otd Germanic class. 

Fmally, let tis rake die main explanadnn gii^n as iq die nrigiii of die Frankisli 
nobiliry, namely iliac Lc was merely a nohUity of airv ice. Waii^ though a 
supporter of tlib tlicory, made the fbUnwir® acute observalion: ” it wiMn not be 
forgotten chat service, ev-Hi thou^ royal service, b in contradisrirtcdon m the 
idea of nobility, and the duty which it ijnpo$cs tmist be subordinate la the privil<¥;e 
whtdi ii gh'cs before it can be regarded as the basts of a piivikgtd ehiss." * He 
piints out fluit a nal nohiliiy must be hereditaty not merely in theory, but in 
law I "" and it ncYcr reached that dthcr dien or at any time in diie whole 
Frankish period” If we fclJow tlib ttasoning to ita logical conclusion, die very 
basb of the old theory of a nobility of service is imdcrmined* For a FranHsh 
nohiliiy b proved to have been in etbtence cousidetably earlieri at by the 
Edict of Cioihar in 614^ The great majority of royal cfluiak {ngenm} were 
certainly not reckoned among the nobility at ilrai rime but were actuary opposed to 
it, m may be proved from a comparisan of the Proictpda of Cloiliar II with 111* 
edict* In prpcuLir, ihc office of Count {Graf) iodf $ri!l not bcrfidltaiy in the 
Merovingian period or even in early CaroUngbn rimesJ It should also be 
observed that, besides the mmoeB quoted by Waiiz to prove the exlsttiiee of a 
superior dass above tlue freemen, wt also hai^ die Pnaaptum CAitde6€r$i n^git 
(f 11-^ ffi), w'liere at the end, in the sancrion roonula, a disrincrioti is made between 
the jfrt't/tfj p^rjonaSf the ingfiuau^ and* {xosHly^ an A&noraiiar According 

to this, die punistiment for an infringement of the royal dccTBc seems to be 
differently giadedL* 

An ancient nobility was undoubtedly also to be found amnug the Franks. 
In so for as the theoiy^ of ro^-al service is teuahle, it supports tht assumptioii dun 
here, too, wer have a continuous devElopmeni hum ^ai-ly German conditiDnsF 
The royal servicje tmtoinlydid not appear for the Erst rime in die FmiJrish period, 
but wassdready tn cfxtstenoe in die time of Tacitus and could confer datinctio n thetu 
If in those eariy rimes noble youths were dbeady entering eagrriy into die servke 
of tilling princes,* it is obvious that when s much miglmer and more renowned 
monarchy had developed among the Franks, diesc old Comm ccmdiriDfis 
sisted and there were even gruaier opportunities for marntninitig the nobility- 
Tliere was no need in aeaie a new nobility* sinoe ibis osicusibly mw motive 
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for ddug so, the urvioe of crm-^lords md ruling princes, ipas M old as 

die cirly nobUity tiseff. 

Without doubly liowcveTj this was Tit?i die only for cneaiing a nobility^ 

As Tip'cll S 5 S iDuscriou;^ dnomity ext:eii£ 3 i^ bnded ptopeny rmm even from the 
earliest tunes liave supplied the demand for it. The usuaI dieory iha? gtear unites 
arose ai a later pedud, or ii^ecd not until die Caioliirgjari h quite unienahle. 
1 l h purely mifidal ami based on ihe opposed fact that in Tadtiis* lime fnemm 
liad equal ammmis But we have already seen ihai it that time there 

existed even greater disttncdoos in landed prop<rrfy arid that setgnettrTdl esniles ^ 
had arism as is ptm-ed by the Salic and Rtptnnan bu% where ilicre h mention of 
owtieishrp of great herds of cattle^* pre-siippo^ng t etutsideriMe landed propmy,* 
Tlus is further supported by die faci that an addition ilieXe^r SoJta disdngimhes 
betfli^een rntfu^^di and melwns* Thefoitncr Iia3 usually been explained as meaning 
freemeit, mdependcni farmers,* from which it follows directly that dn? 

PUisr have greater bndowiners^ The minojledi Itad a smaller wergeld, an im* 
pornmr reason for condudiqg that there were rfilfcreni^ of rank* At any rate, 
tliere s obviously a difference in properiy^^ These large estates^ mentioned in 
the earliest Fmnkiih sotirc^ were cetmudy neither first created at that txmEf nor 
mei^y the result ofmyal gihs^ The early German prEndptc!^ according to wluch, 
2S Tadtus fdU us^ fiew!y-settJed !and was allotred dignazionsm^ must 

from the Lri^rnnmg have gi^ en larger ^laies to ibt mi:ist important mcji, 

Tlie theoPTj' here put forwurd dedves pardadJnr support from cemdidons 
witidi are known to have existed among the other German tribes^ Tlic SaxcEns, 
FdEJans^ tinti Anglowanu at any ratCj bad a nobiliry whli:h derived from the 
Genttan nabonal nobflitVj,* and among the Aiemiiimlp too, we find se^-eml riffle s 
differing from one another in the omuunts of their Tile Alemamiic Liw 

menaQiits, beside tlte mlm/tcJi (also jollied Iiivn% another the nKjeani; 
and the Pactiis, 3 century earlier^ in the half of the Sevsiilt centum', mendons 
two upper classes, the^Wmi or metiorhshm and the mezEanL In the Btiig^indlan 
law there arc also three classes: the cpti/rMaids^ the pef,ttmat meJeocfCt and the 
Since the occur m a pamlW posidon here and among the SsUan 

Fnmks, the Alermuink med^ must be interprececl as laigcr landownets who in 
their pcsidon of loww nobility were: superior to tfie Btimner assumes 

that there must hxve bM among them at least 9 few represeimti ves of an older 
hetedteary nobiiiryr whicli lost ics poltiic^l influence after the suhlugadon of ihe 
Alemaiml to Franktsh rote, and dicrefore sank hdow (fie prijniJ^ Wamt's 
explanation was that ihe JotTner appear tnembers tsf"a higher class, which cannot 
be other ihsm tile old nobility,*^ and B,Schrdder™ aUo convinced that about the 
time of Qoiimr U an herediiary nobility appeared among the AlemannL” An 
fiereditarj' nohUity is dtus commonly asatimed to Iiavc exisied among the AJemanni 
at Jmr up to liw Mventh ceniuriv 
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Aectirdmg lu the old nchbUity lirgdy lost its pcrndmi ttmofig the 

Biupmdi^ » it did among die Franks^ ^iiwl otlicr emttaits tkvdopei in 
rtspeet ofvedth nnd difltffentkmdi ofptetige.^ Hut fae ootidudeafh’mdi£!:bif^^ 
%irergeld au. 3 ct»£d lo die liiglie&t nmk that die Litter condstied nf cetiitnm of die 
old nobiljt>% mid thut both dtis wergdd and tike Burgundini bw still hdd good^ 
even under Frankkh kings. Optimafct afc to be undemood as signjfyting rtpie- 
seotad vesof die older nohiUty of biith^ for wfim there is a more demikd eiremera* 
tipn of the various classes, ihey m e^iessly separated firom ihe ixmaioiiaJ or 
service nobility and have the priority-* 

Let ixs look furtJicr into the matter. The old folk-nohiliiy is again to be found 
among the Visigoths,* Oct^iofially the discrimioiition is tnsds at an even bter 
date so duit find no 6 i£t xiv^ jTafj&kcrrnr viSf^f^u£ which emphasizes the 

natilitiis ^ 'n'hereas at other tones we ^d only thai xhcp^sofmi ot^imru 
or n^panuTrtr fistf * are contrasted wEdi die pitsuna ir^tisrns Or humUidih todJ^ 
The hwniB^r^ arc i?qual with die freemen,^ They are also contrasted as 

paupcrcs widi die nohUis Or f^imsds* who were ilu! rich landlurdi.* Among the 
Lo^arris in Italy dieiewa^ an hereditary nobility to witkh bebnged the mimerotts 
old &niiEies of ducal rank, who liad far a long ume been the adversaries of the 
royal power.^ An old lialbn nobUtry is oftm mention^ in rtie lei lets of Pope 
Gregory 1 (590-^04). 'rhese illi^trious £mdlit% kept dvdr rank and ilwir 
property without nlways attaitiing to publii: ofliceu They were usually content 
to bt an Impodng itde;*“ Side by' side wiiti them the royal service nobiUiy 
of the gasmJi hecamt mme piominent* The same h true of Anglo-Sasons in 
EnglantL Tliere the old ocbiliTy of birth jieiAal)^ distinguished by a lugh 

wergeldj still existed in considerabie immbeis; and the royal nobility of service 
became more and more important^ withcMJl^ liowc%'er^ enttrely displacing 
ihe former,** 

Ftnally^ let US take die BaiuvarL We tm e Ikdr information about tliem, 
since our sauroes go bade: only co the middle of die eighth century. At that time 
diey had still nn old nobility of birth, the six fonijlie^ espedaUy men[toi>cd in the 
£^x Bamvjr,, Waiti supposed tliar these were old lordly fiamilie^ belonging to 
the varrous peoples who were anulgamaied in the Baluvari ttibe, and that the 
ducal family of the Agiloliiiig? was merely the dlief among diem-^ Perhaps there 
were mure of these famills beTote tluj eighth oentuiy* They were cmly the frest 
(prewi) after the AgtblfinE^ and ihc Fnmktsik monardiy rccopiiGad their right to 
a double weigeld. TIte wrmiing of ihc bw^* does not exclude the posdbdity that 
earlier, or «'vcn at the limc^ there may Have been oihcr* wJm beonged to this 
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nohillty of Urth. Smoc in soifl^ of the Law only natiki * an? spokiin of, 

[iie aUusIoh CD tbe^ funtlies as fuaji prhnt imgh^ alniusc be hdd to Indicatie tbf 
cxfttrtice of oiher nobles.^ 

In early Carotuigiiun eounpes, eipecblly in the ecdegia^cal bridi^baak^ 
(records of bnd giants), which aie only 3 few decades brer rlian the L^xB^iPar.^ 
ire often m-nnonecL Various attcnipts Itave been maiJc to explain 
this,* I have aJneady shown elsewhere diAt while the use of the term the 

land grams mA in other Koufoes, istidi as tl^ Dingollrng decrees, does noi jusnly 
die assumpdon tltat all those who art described zs nMUt were mAiliiy in the 
]tgal sense. It is umpo^te on ibat account fhnply to deny the existence of a 
nohiliry,^ An cqilanaxion has been sought m ibe theory of a nobility of serilct* 
On the wjiole, however, I am inclined Eo believe dial even ai die ttme of tht I^x 
a (Kibilay exited apari fitira ilic six most illmukro &milies* Ttib h indiaied also 
by the trrm procerus used in the sources.' It lias been oorrectly argued with regard 
to the natiih ca^tpj£> of die Lex that it is very unUkely diar the mendxfS of those 
sbe exalted families w'oulti have deigned to be employed paid und die 

theory of a servlee nobility is coniiadlcted by ^ pisssage in the Zjsx Boinyar^ itself, 
’where the vujji ixgis vei Jucls are mentioned among the persons owing »vice at 
the Coimf s court of jusdcei * i for they are reckoned here among the Sien^d not 
as NSomover^ the Ixx also mentions a iiIimta poi;eiis^ over whom the count 

bad no coerdve power in a campa^ but whom the d uke done could commaiML* 
He must( therefore, have been a person of exalted rank, superior to the ordinary 
freemen. 

All these de\'elopments among the ‘vxncvs tribes will 0plain the siitiiitjon 
nnon^ liie Franks. Evciywlieir we stDl find tiaces of the old fainity- or folL- 
nobility, it is no Longereorrefl to maket sharp contrwt berveen service and birth, 
beca use, as we have s«n, the service of the ruling prince bestowed a higher rank 
frerm the etrUesC times; and the long periods of wsr and inigritTon gave men a teal 
oppottunhy to distinguish themselves anti to twelve ridi rewards from tings and 
aimy-leadeis for their military Servian The fusion of fnlk-nabiltiy and savice 
nobility, which were nresumahty at one rime separate, did not begin during (lits 
late period of monarchy, but came about naturally in earlier times. The theory 

the nobilit}' of birth vxs forced either to enter the nohllity of service or to be 
inferior to it," is as artihdal one, not based on a true ptctuie of existing conditions 
as they appear in the sources. According to tlic wdi-lcnown social development of 
the earlier aristocracy (described in detail afaove),“ die Frankisll kii^ from s late 
as 6 h " was obliged to take liis counts only from among the noblm living in the 
district concenied. 

it is quite dear that the theoty underdiaoission was unoonsdotisly tnduenoed 
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by die cockditumsi prtv^illmg m Caixilingjan md pttjt-Cajtjiiiigiaii LimA Onec 
be pointed ©ut tkit the jhiee-fold tjf men* or^aihcr^of ocmlji 

men^ in the ting's ser-jce w^s not generally sp^tcahlr legsirdless of birth^ hat 
applied acco^ng to their di^Terent TlteTefore it b not die case duii when 

poetnbm of Ae old nobititj' of birth entmtl the king's service they no Irniger 
dbtingmsbed from freemen^ or even from unfree men, in thii service. In sources of 
the scidt and seven A cemurtes^ dud even latcTt it h e^tpresdy stated vhen the bolder 
ofpoyal officcs^uscif noble hiirh^and \ice vera.* Moreover, for a long dme, lasting 
into Ae early Gtrolingian period, the roynJ offices wer^ noi btrrediiary^ so ifiar 
when a miUi no longer tn the tinges he r^^neti to the rank whidi he 

had previously held. On ihi$ acceuntp 3.0 economic ccmdiiion necessary fbr the 
accepianoc of ^ch voyd ofBcc? and servira^ was that the king should pnnvide the 
man with adequate propertyp These gifts of bnd and were itba at first 

not hereditary^ but tasted only for rfie duraiioii of servietp like the duee-fnld 
wejgcld. 1/ the service came ro an end or could not be performed on accDum of 
loaiff hmdmnce, bochly mfinnityp nr oilier droimsianceSi ihe gnuaiec might expect 
to lose the property thus acquir^* Tbett vr^ no compulsion £0 enter the king's 
service. Tlie old nobility and the owners of great estates for that very reason w«« 
not infeiinr to the oHidal cl^;s—^wltidi mlly did not Abt as sudi, since offices 
were not limdiiary—fcir they had privileges wliich protected tliem against ihi: 
aiitliority of Ac ofiSccils. Aho^'^ all they Iiad tlte immmiias* 

Tluf important queshaQ of ^ly constittitiDnal de^^doptryent may also be 
wtievant in dealing wiA the relationship between die old lietedltaty and land¬ 
owning nobility on the one liand, md Ac ” new nobllitj* of serv-ioc " on the other. 
We know coHJay Aat die begtnnings of die immunitiis arose out of late Roman 
condedons and that the great estaiA of Ae time? were entitled £0 be ftee ftora bII 
public judicial dudes and ftofn public office.* Tliia development continued in Ae 
early Frankish pmod^ as did tne grtar estates Aemsdves, The Frantish kings, 
capcdaiUy Qora, could not possibly think of depriving Ae Ac great 

Roman estate-owticrs in Aelr kingdom, of Acir andetit posiEiDn. Tlicn when, 
with Ae eatahlisliment of ilte kin^s power, the power of Ae royal cffictob 
(espedally that of Ae counts) ako tnereased, these pat^tei endeavoured cq 
thdr actual ftiecdntn from Ae iouhority of Ae coutus legally reci^gnicied by Ae 
king.* Tile exclusion of ptAlic offidnb from stetr estates was Aeir diief dm : 
and Aey succeeded m attauUf^ ir at Ac be^nnuig of Ac wcndi cenUnyp w'bctip 
after a period of mtcnia] confusion, die Inunimity not only of Church propety 
but ako of die pro|xny of Ae pot£nus was adiieved, in Ae general Incicase of djc 
power of Ae nobiiiq^ embodi^ in the EMict of Clo Aot H (^14), Thus the nobks 
wiA great estate Jiad mainiaiiied Aeir independerioe m face of Ae Aertasing 
power of Ae kmg's offidak. 

Ae dfc same rime a second tendency is observable m Ae lay aristoctac)'^ The 
office of count was not tn remain an appoinurtetit which the krtig was free to 
make; but furAer security was provided against Ae encroadimeni]i^ of royal 
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olGcmis by ihc ptuvi^an ihit couins ^i^crc In ftnixrt not to be appointed 

from oiW provinoess or distaerti, m oaltr ilm, if they muiji^ didr office, 
Ac chmage mi^it be foade good frotn tfadr private pfopmy^* It ss dear that the 
intcrefiti of the litndcraTiLng hereditary nobili^ are here oppcitssed to tiKw of the 
nobrlity of $OTioe, jind tfor the tatter was repiesaed by me political power of 
the fofrm* The szme proems may be seen in tlie adminii^trmtiDn of fioanoe* The 
mi^t of the fottni&f had clearly led to 4 pansiderabte cbmimjtioEi of the 
iooomc from hij domains. The Eciicc of Oothor II (^14) forbade die oJficuils 
of ilie poimtes 10 myciM of lib properly** And ici the et^ih 

crotirry, at any rate in Sou therti G^oui, where the after-effeos of Roman condinons 
were ^peciiilty nodoeable^ tlit same development xmy be observed. In order to 
rCTWidy these and other ahiases^ Lewis of Aquiemm, son of Charies theCnsat, 
^ itifomiiiiOTy decree for the royal estates (the Capkahrt 
de rdSs\ espmsly states in future puhfie fiinciioraries are to be taken 
not irwracicJai, hut Je ^ wfp* Thus the royal 

offictals find to guard tbe king^^ EntcAis against 

Rnally, let tas consider the royal hGuJf^ fZeA**), the trwners of which ha^'e 
abo been ijidudcd among die roy-af nobility of sendee,^ Tltb tndiedon b nor 
cmite coirecij for even though office-hLilders might be provided with roykl fiefs, 
th^were not gram^ ordy to nffidak In the early Caitilingian period one of rlut 
chief dimes of rr^^l offiedaU was to prevent toy^l from becoming private 

propei^ (fl&J), 5 ind also [o see tiiat the holdeirs iliti eot ’wrongfuliy use ibde 
A£Ri:/cin For the eosnotnic imprtn'enKHit of their own private estates.* Similar 
mstraction^ were giv™ by da* king lo ihe mh^i ihminidA Thb shows dearly that 
dar^ W 45 thp&Eeiiing from the rorjul offidab thctnse]%-ce^ Among the bolder^ 
who wwe guilty of tbi^ obnse^ ihe counts ^ are ectpressly mentionetL 
Tiib explains why it b die misd^ coudoller^ of public admint^tration, wIki are 
charg^td wnh the removai of these ahtLsea, nrther riian tbe usual rcpresenlatives 
® audiflrtty, the oonnis theiiisdvE$« Tbe private econonue interests 
of die uittier cutweiglied the datms ol tlieir offida] duty i n the king^s service:^ andt 
on accoum of the material advantage thus ohcdnaiile, the interests of counia 
came lo coincide with those of liie Bur dm already happened in die 

sntdi and 3 e^'™Lh nentunes. King Dagobert comp!atm dm the Jmes and ihmeinci 
were sfflMg royal cscii^» and King aulperic, in a wdUlcmmit Edict (sdr-fa^), 
oppo^ the enctuadimetiE of the oaunts^ who were illegally appmprbiing other 
men 3 property/ The old quairel iietwreii dir and die royal offiebts him 

seem 9 to be setded to die disadvnniage of the monandjy ii&elf Thb appears to 
an amalgamation of fusion of dm service nubility w-ith die hereditary Landowning 
arbtocnacy, rather than the contraiy# But dib w'bofe dcveloprtyHU was possible 
only became ftom earlier times there HehJ existed, side by side widi the nobility 
of iervire, anotfai^r nobiliiy which was already to some exient opposed to thi 
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mnnarcliyi wl liud won A l<gaJIy politkal noeitduncy in KXpem<* 

For dial fto on^ 10 ho appointed to a pnsitiof) of auibority in ih« n^yil 

cAtstts whi? was hirusdr ^neady one of tits (794)* 

Tlib ascrobney of ibc nobtliiy, and ctp^wally th^ fiisiun of tbdr intmsts 
vhh die coofiomic fnteiesis of the royal offiddb, won nsc to a funher 
devdopmmt Tlicy sucoeetLcd by m freeing fhm estates ftom adminiaTra- 

u\-e CTfUTol and In readiing a pcsitaon im^ hidi tb£\' siocd apait froiD die aiudiottty 
of die 3t3K- This process was cfleoively begun by the utimnnuar^ held by the 
great estates Since die end ofRoEflan mk; it u tioi tme dtat it was first caus^ by 
the ihieakncss of the central powert of by die deoiy of the monardiy. Even very 
pCFWcrfuJ kmgs like Govis^ Oiilpefie, and D^obert I rccogni^ ^ bnmunides 
of the and could not che^ this devetopmenu The decline of royal power 

furthered and &jilitDted ir, bur did not give rise to It- Fmm die hegjnrdng the 
right of panonage (parrtKinium) ^ hdped in the same directioTV, bec:uj3e it envied 
the nobujty to make an inin^asixig laimberof people dependent on therm EconoiiifC 
pawer was tninsfomied into an increased social power* Hrese mighry landowt^ers 
as representathes of pubtk anihcurty pushed thenuelv^ between the monanhy 
and tile great mass of the free populadoOf and so fttcined an mtermed iaie ooutt of 
appeal which became icnpomnt in )udicb] as wcfl as in fimndal 
administratian.* Feodaltim oomplet^ the process; but the so-called foubluia* 
tiniti of public authority is as old as this nobility itself and was already beginning 
at the end of die Roman perioi* One of ita most efTecrivE sriinuliinK w 2 st the 
uihfecikm of the set\ioe-nohiLity to the infinmen of ifae brge eaiai^ for this caused 
tliem to fojgei didr orightal duties which were to attack die abi±se$ of the 
and to keep watch tm the king^s bdbalil Tlie loyal offidals increastigly used their 
pow'cr to entinh themsdve^ and to strengthen ihctr own ecoTtomic and sodal 


posuion. 

It was only a furdiEr step in i|ie same direertian w'hcn tlte offices 
gradually became ticiuditaty- TItc greater die dt facto power and the «x)nOmic 
and sodal resoufces of th™ offidaJs^ the less could the monarcljy attempE id 
bestow the office^ on ibe death ofiis holdjcr, on anyone outside his Ihmiiy* Foreign 
or econoniically powerless servants df the king could not liav^ licld their nv/n 
against these ridi bndlonis* By its acknowled^ent of the prmdple thir only 
rich idbabitams of tbe Gau could be made ccHuntSj, die Edict of Ctodiiiir fl (614) 
mtde it possible for that offiire id become htredimry^; mid even ttiDugh ihis was 
nui yei by any means a teco^ised rigb^i tt often Juppened tn poctice, 
specially where the holders were loyal lo die mc^narcfiy m its struggles and 
its wars.^ EsampIeA liavc already gitim in wldcb in dre sreih i^nmry 
ajiu]t$hjps were handed down from fitther to son, or cemin Eunilts !ud 
pcnnauctiE possession of dm Iiortour.* Wc have also seen ihai in King 
Dagobert's rime (656-7) many counls had no duke over them and were 
therefore as Jree and tndepiendetit sa a duke/ and it has been proved dtat 
the ofEce of duke was the hereditary property of important Eunilics in the 
seventh century.^ Ati impetus was ghen to this development tn die sev^th 


*■ iI^ijiTa flcf beliv^ip Cbiuta" IX. * !Foj Ift ortgin 

* Sfie Gsftk <dJL.| Tt JJt, ■nd (kc «wia dud ihirt 

* See 6 * Waitij ^ JS fl 

* Cf, Fna^je^uim, c. tA - SSr fvr 

* WhiSk, yc.^\K^\ -lij (T 


bdow, OuqHo' IX. 


r 



3 to EUROPEAN OVlLlZATfGN 

octituty by tht poftticil amdiacms among the Frsmk» whkh hitve been described 
abtive«^ Tilt fahhiips looked on rheir office □$ ihck priv^xt pjippeny and appointid 
tfldr own faooe^n*’ The anaidiy in die cminn^^ after iht dc^di of Oagohert I 
foTireied a rapid growth of these terntnocs*; tiie powetfuJ nobxtity (hen 
xppropriaied even the influeiiti^ posi of mayotr of the which became so 

deperwtn on (he nobiliry at die end of ihc ^'Ettth oEuntry that it wxis filled (wom 
cadi nohk family hi torn-* 

A siinilar devdnpcnent ww>k pWc in Spoiiit TJiert even more than in Gaul, 
owing to the iCf^t^er inRi^mcs of btc Rimiian condition, the eccle^batidil and 
secular nobis gah%ed and brought the free popubtiort into dependence 

by die hdp vf pamcinagc.^ The mpniochy did not succeed in looming 
licitditary, hm remaiiied elective^ The endeav^our lo make it Itcmditary with the 
help of dbe Roman cedsiistiqal aristocracy * failed^ owing to the tesatance of die 
seoilar nobhi ty^ Frequen t ctvU revolurions and repealed depimjtkms of the klngs„ 
w'bo weietepfaced by odiers drawn from among the tDohles^ consideiahly inCTeafied 
tlte power of the latter, espedaJty that of tiie bishops- if^ from ttnar to rimne, 

an individual king mcmaged to attain greater pouw, tlifs ga^-e tlie nobility an accuse 
n> oTp^enhmw him as a tyrant for ” mdsuseof hU strenjflfr Tlius the son of 
Recraredj Lctiva Ih who had subdued ihe by aristocracy^ assasdnated in 
603 by hb TCfructPry nables-T Swinthib also fell unSj r* w'hen the nphUiiy made a 
bloodless end of his ruh by nhsing Sisenand to the kingship. And even though 
the gicj-'haired Kindicrvint^ who had liimself taken pan in earlier tebelltom the 
aristocracy^seized tiie thtmic {64}) and tried lo strengthen the ntjyal authoriiyj his 
son Receswinjh, whom he toi^ as co-rt^tst m <543 before lus drath, could retain 
die kingdup only hy ucriikitig the authority won by his Either and by mpiking 
great concessions to the nobility^ . 4 frcr his deadly ndEhcr of his Eirutlicrs wa$ 
chosen as king, but Wamha, one of the greatest of ihe nobk^. He^ lOOj hod to 
cotiicnd with a rebellious arisiocracy sewn after ftb election^ and when lie liad 
succeeded in overcoming tlitm and in strengthening hia poritkm by tile conquest 
of externa! foes, the Mooi^ and by army reforms^ he was disposed by Erwig, who 
owed bis rise to the nobles and w-atsi entirely dependent on them. Undo- his 
successor, Egica (6£7-^i)* numcrcHis conspiracies of the nolrility Wke out ah^h. 

Thus tn the course of the seventh ceniury^ noi only was die powts" of the 
monarchy weakened and undeimined, hut the nobles, as w^e see dearly from the 
coundls, w^hidi liod grown into naiionitl assemblies, had managed m increase thdr 
pi^ikges at die emense of die royal power, so that even as early as Wamba's 
reign the commoii freemen had bem for the most pan subfu^ted by them, and 
reduced to die poriticn of their, subjects.^ And at that pome it became btiposdble 
to check die growth of feiKlalization. 

The beginnings of the proce^ may also be seen in Italy eady in the seventh 
cetitnry. The old hereditHry nnbles lud increased ihdr piesrige^ w'hkli depended 
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chiefty OR ihctr bi^ by gaining imponiuii nxls^ and digntii^ under 

Hyz^oru^ nit^* rven thaugh Aar/ did nor themsd\%» cake public oflbc.. Ujr^id^ 
them 1 ne^' ministefia] nobJliiy holding milipiy as well 93 civil and 

^cceeded in obmining nch property in Itoly^ esp^daLly from Church. 

Sciih tibs^^ocin bfouglit bto dependence (be of the smaller fres faotlowners, 
who were tn daperate strain owing to ihe chiio$of and were (berefore dnrwn 
into ihe sphere of die great estates, Tliis wiu E&dliisced by die oflicEti] aiidiomy 
of and who were not imly miUtary leader^ but ordinary judges, and 

who hod al» taken ova- tlie collectkm of tuxts. Evtm ihoug^i didtr affirm migiii 
not be legdly JurrEdiiary, in practice sort often iticoecded Either. Common 
intmests, especially of art Konomic tiauut:, gradiially united ihe^ two gniups 
of nobles. E fere ato timr duty as public of^dalFp was soon pitshid ioio xlie back¬ 
ground by their private Ikidal taiiwsia* as we sec from rile fn&qucnr rebelltons 
of tlie BjTcaniinc governors,* It seems^ riiettifonc, incofrect to speak of the ok] 
Rubles as bang absorbed into the new irunistertai aristiocnicy *; we should niher 
cxnnhix^ tlit (act thaJ these feudal powi^rs became independent of oil public 
duuionty. 

Tn England, too^ die beginnings of feudalumion do not belong to Nonuin 
liiDcs, but go back to the csrlicr Anglo-Saxon peHoth m whLcli the monarchy was 
forced to create an upper gEratuin of miiitaiy nobles^ with definite economic and 
sodaJ privileges, in rentm for militaTy tasks carried out on die king's bdialE 
If we look more closely^ w^ see riiar in tin's process, the ded^ive factor 
was mi so mucli dw; royal ofhee itself as personal miltEary prowess 3nd di^ 
ecoftomk: advantages accompanying it- Nor all royal sen-ants and oriidsJs 
could rise to such heights^ but only those wlio, in cousoc^uenee of thdr estates and 
thfif mibtary strength, wme In a position to gve protection to thdr cieiglibuiirs- 
I'he dex^optnenl of the po-n'er of this arblocracy- and the beginnings of tiiis 
fcudalkation of public mthoriiy weir checked amnng the Franks by t^ appear¬ 
ance of a strong public cHicta] in thdr vefj^ miEkt, i.e^ the mayor of riK palace.^ In 
ihdr struggle widi die grE^ai landowning nobiltty, Ebrotn ai die end of the se^’enih 
oeniuf^%* and espedally OujIcs Martel at rite UginftinB of the eightht once more 
cscablidied a strong eentnil power- ft was merdy a polJrical consequmice of the 
actual power which they liad already gained in die that after the office of 
mayor of the pdacc had IjK?oom* hereditary in tlie Suuily of the Amolfings (in 
comparison with whom the last Maovingtan kings were of Hiile imponance). 
Pippin, son of Oiarics Martel, ai a fitvoujable moment in 7f seixed the ibiom: by 
a Ofup and usurped the title of king. In the story of hb mi^ty son's 
cxpioiiSp we may anil note a tcffecdon of that polideal mccamotphosis. Otiliaid, 
his biographer, empliasiees as Qiarfes M-xfid's spedil merit that he prevented 
the great lords from iwerpoweriog the wliole Frankish stare." 

The first Carolinian kings. Pippin and Giarles rise Gomi, condnued and 
abo profited by the work which had Eseen begun by their great ancestors^ Ebioin 
and Chailm blartcb The fact that rite Istticr succe^eri m breaking the political 
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ring of the powerful aristDcnicyt uttd thai afur h\xD ibe Aroulfinp producetJ rw^D 
5iidi vigqrt^ jvkm ^ Pippin dckI Charier ibe Gteai, mtcmipt^ the pnoms of 
r^udalbatiofi tn the FratiklJi kingdfirni for a centujy. Bui it proved irTtf^e^dblcji 
and set in again with the pardiions which were made in ChaHes^i Jait and 
umier hh weak tucc^sar, Lewis the Piptii* 

Tltete was ^ dmlkr de^dgpmcnr among the Lombards In Italy, Ai tfic time 
when Qiarle* Martel was curbing the nobles in the Fmitish stain, King Dutptand 
(711-744) siiroMded in setring up a strong central authority m opposition to the 
prricubrist efforts of the nnblcs,^ not only extatmUy^ by mastEring the irmible- 
some Dukes of SpoTefo and Benevento and by setring up a iinir ed mnnaediy in 
Italy^ butako mteittolly^ by suppressing the feudal leaders there. The orientarion 
of his policy is showm very chiractcrtsri^ly in tw^o of Ills i^ctments. He opposed 
the alEcnodon and misappropriacion of royal estates, and forbade his officbls 
(£a^taiddn and iicioris} to authmiKe thb uidtout his sancrioi^ or to be guiliy of 
such an oflence themselves.* Moreover;, he laid down a pariicubtly high wefgdd 
for the Tiayal ga^nJi if they' were killed: m his service.* It is dear that this positive 
proieaion for the ddemlers of the king^s ri^ts correspHmds to dtfl deniai of such 
rights by ilw nobles, tndudmg the royal oSciab themsdv'es, againM whom the 
king ibus ckitnes liis posirion* 

The victorious extjension of ihe eitiernid sph^ of authority of these two 
great ctmtcmporaiies gave them support tcbcllinus forces at hnrae. 

It must have been as Insoumenol In building up a strong centralhKd power as 
earlier unfortunate wars liad been, Itere and tlierc, in weakening ihe kic^iip, 
Tlie Inc! that Charles Martel and Liutpnmd were bound togeih^ in ties of friend^ 
Bhip^ eL-en though tlictr spheres of influence in Bavaria were in direct conflict, b 
a proof of exceedingly siatesmoiilike insight Thty held back wberevwan cstemal 
misfortune might have endangered thdr greai task at lMint& This explains 
Chariest surprising rditsa! to lielp Pope Gregory 10 againat die Lombards, w'ho 
were duneaieoing Rome. He did not wish to be involved in a war with the laiter 
and to prevent them from doing whai be hlmsetf claimed to do In iits own eountty. 

This development of power among die great men and the nobility could 
not but TTcairt on that stratuin of tlie popuhirion which was origiruilty the retd 
basis of the state, i*e* die ordinary freemerL The view b still almosi universally 
iield ihai tn ilie new German kingdoms founded on Rotrum soil from the fifth 
onuury onward, otul still Liter during the CarolingiaD period and well into the 
dghih cmnity, they remained on the whole undistitrhcd, in possesicFn of all 
public prrvtleges and exerdsing public duries^j tint a primevd etpuiUiy of 
holdings had been generally prK^rv-oi as an eatabihbed rule j^rt ih.ir uniform 
average properties were to be found cvctywlitre- Even djose scholtra wIki bdieved 
that there were greafei variciies of l^d-uwnerskip could not compbttly free 
themselves from this carikr view* 'Wi die end of the fi>ik migrarions and for a 
long rime aficrwartla^ die oHum of gravity of German sockd life was to be found 
in tlie class nf fTeemen, who lived widely scattered in the Gans and cenieEue on 
small but independent propertka.** * In viiiw of the fact tliat rhiw . iiraforraity in 
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German conditions of Limd-ownmhfp thus almoot axkrni^tk in (Lktudooi 
rese^rdt, it h quite imdersLanct^le dw* the Nufi shcmlt! faw been re^rckd as ihe 
nimial stsndwl of measuF^efiL B&i^ause in dte sources bnd k measured in 
k was concluded dial the nanTul liolding tif an OfdlnAfj' free senkr um i 
fftifi} Scholars so convinced of ilii:!i thai even the dJiea testimony of die 
sources which in £icn, contiadJctory, since it bore witness to the edstenoe o( 
ffufm of Tp^ariousiiii^ wss ifiterpreted bs ^ irKKcaiion of econoniic cqualiiy. 
These variations In die size of holding!i wm actdliutcd to varintions hi the quality 
of the soil, which k necessary to eliminate inequalities due to dil^ertmccs 

in prcidiBCtiviiy by varying die srae of the liDlding.^ 

It was supposed, diea, that dits eqiality tn the size of holding disappeared in 
ibe end tnabdy as a result of the creation of greai estaies;, the pcsidve edber of 
which was to concentrate targe ttaos of land in rb^ hands of one person^ and its 
negative effeci, dw gradual sinking of dw small free poipettfe inm dependence on 
these great bndbnis until they were ultunatEly absorbed^ 

A scKcii and ecofiomk process of this kind cmdoubtidlJy wok. pkcc. But 
ihc ciirller theory ’ made a great mistake in conctuding first that the ptooess was 
net completed unfil Caitilingiim times ; sscondly^ cliat up to ibeRi ot ^ ratet 
during the German ocaipiion^ those original conditions were sstll w be found, 
whidi wt may perhaps attribiire to dje earliest period of all ; and thirxilyf tiut this 
perind lalLted wttli the dcamprtons of Tacitus. 

To-day we are itErified in stating dun all those causes^ which vm Inanta and 
otlierschotw consitlmd to hav^ oonirihuied tn the process in quesdon, were not 
set in morion for the first rime in the eighth century;^ but were poumt as far t^ck 
as tile days of Tadms and probably ODtiiiderably earlier. To mierare: Tadtus 
lelli os that ihe first appropriaiion of land did not poceed acoordipg to the pincipk 
of eqtial rights, but acccirding lo tlic dignity of the individuaL* Wc km fronL 
his descriptioii of miy Ctnnan society that there wierc strongly-markKl differ- 
efices wiihin tt, and tn parricular that the gn^t estaic was already in existence. 
Moreover^ die tlieory of tlie Mark-assodarion, w^iich formed the miiin basb of the 
wrork of the earlier writers, is now uncenablej at any rare in so for as the Mark« 
assodatioo was siqiposed m be a unitm of free seirlet^ wirb equal rights and jnim 
ownership of the land. The economic and social support which h wss presumed 
to give to the mass of rhe free populanon caitnot in &ct be prxjvcd. It could noff 
have bad a cohesive effect since the individuat at that Time already pcssessed free 
right* t>f disposal awxt the Lmdf and thai not only in Roman lerriloty 

Those some causes which kier led to a change in die conditions of land- 
ownoship^ above all the grants of knd by the king, were as old as ibe kingship 
ivxK and as die c;^>adty of ihe Germans for a settled existence. In (act in that 
eariler period of bnd appropriation and die begiMrings of permanent coloniariorii 
tiicy must Itave been even more widespread and fkr-reocbftig than they were loier^ 
For ai lhai rime the kings hod mare m dispose of, since they were taking ovet 
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llw Rntiun domains aod fbcaJ propenks, and ihci* was alto fmjdi more imownnl 
tsnd.^ Later on tile noyai estates were ([uidUy diminished bpy rtcii gifta to the 
Oimiclt and also by the usurpatimt of the roj-al officials. A stell-knottit and often 
quoted saying b aitributea by Gregory of Touis to King Chilperic as early as the 
siaih century (5^1—184) : tcc* paapur fit fimu marer^ tea i^7Jt^ noittae ad 
acltttai tramiaiae^* King D^ob^t I (d. 638) is supposed to have remarked 
likewise, d u Tf i mihi rJ dmesuci jpadmits <n£hrijthmt 

In [ike miuittfr the causes giveni by ijy; current tficoiy fof the di^ppcamiDS 
of the €ouiii]OH freemeii, the buniens bid ofi tliein by the ^tute, especdutty the 
sei ere^ystaa of fioes md compwidoar * and the obligati^ to do mUfeiry servke, 
were ail m rastencr in early dnus. ’^Flie formef already existed in the days of 
Tadtus,* and the tancr must laave been espedaliy frit diimig tile n]%nintin$ and 
m the strife whidi acnjmpanied the JaEid-«ttbmtnis;^ while later on rt mtijrt huv^ 
become less heavy- Otlier causes^ wtiich musE frapEErntly have led to Loss of fiw- 
dom [he German penples of Todtus^ thne* must bter have somewhat 

oiminishedK as fot example the love of gambling, for which iFie Getmam had a 
passioFTi whidli the Romans could not imderstand.* Afto' the fnltodtietipn of 
Oirbi^ty this vice muar have d^ieasetf, or must^ai any rate^have been fjpposed 
msotarasitled toa loss of freedom^ 

TTiesc facts lead to an tmporiani togical conclusiom If all these dnmtmnmces. 
which BTC acknowledged a? iiaving played a <I«:bive part bier, alresdy ptrotlJed 
in the pm^Camlrngian period^ then we may surely assume diat they must alrtady 
a! that time liave pnxtuoed die effems which are atirihuicd to □ fatcr periofL 

Moteov'CTi it is necessary to take into omslderanoti the nattire of the material 
yielded by the souras ardiflOTnt It Is namnJly bss full the fenher back we 
go. In coiitrasr to Uw Carolmgun fienodt vliicli is rematiable for iis trealtli of 
docimenis, the pre-CarolingiBn era is relatively barren. This a nor simply due m 
tlie decrease tn inidlectnfll culture and in calligiapbv, for the post-Carolmgion 
penod show-g □ sinular decrease. Tlte Churchy to whidb Tre chkffy owe our docu- 
raent^ cmainly had a detcrminjng influence in rbe matter, beca^ in the 
Carolingun age its sphere of interest extended greatly vHdi its tnany new 
fouiubttore. Tljc many monasteries, narural!y, made ridier scnirees avaiiable. 

For tksr early period not even an arguiilfint ex si/eatv cm be pleaded, for 
tlM existing sources ate clear ffocogh and give us an ample mjmber of tcJevani 
lsK>S3g^ It (s quite evident that the mass of freemen do not foim a unity witii 
no sued (Uffierenrianon, but are divided into difibent ciides with a ddiiiire 
^utlaiioa. ^ot only is a disdnedon made between audom and jtkJEicw, but dim 
m al»> fltmwM and mwimi/ These djsdnctions can be ctmsidertd to Imply 
dillcrencs m the esteni of possesions,*^ and the Hjifl<jy?ci£ of the Salk and 
Ale^mc Laws be explained as smallholders. Thev were not of mferior 
nor were they entirely vritboot ptopeny', but they had less property.* 
iney were wrtainly not common freEmen possessing the normal amount of land, 
but lesser landmenm and small farmen, as the name itself indicates. 
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h» ilneiidy bcm miidc El> ct>Adjiions die 

Alemartni, Tilierte, b^siiies the idsove-rnetidoned gixiups and the the 

mtiSarti 3?e mentioned m a definite gnde of propeny-holders- SmdliHy imotig the 
BuTgtmdiatts there were and ftnally /nmam or mjiriorfr 

piTSQfiasJ^ Bui the latter did not make up the mai^of the free popiiJation m thi^ cue 
diher j for we find tfae tenn po/uslut m£^<T& ■ u$i*d for the mtddlt dass, w^hich 
diow$ that diu ^ ^ Knitted ai> famiing the main body of the free 

popufatinru Among the Vtstgoths, abo^ strong diffetenets among the ftwnen 
tan be trufed in the soim^ We find besidt die ingsmiui ihe hufT^ilhr* who* 
howev'eTj slill had his itaitu Sitrtsdj,* We also Ilear of vi^ikirci pirsonae^ who, 
like the hwniliarci^ fonned R *tratuin below the avetage or middie rank of freemen, 
Tlie same phsic^tnenon is observable in the east, in Bavaria- In the Bavarian 
Law, beside the fiSe/i, there is tifao mention of Am^rj?opuIuj * or 
If we note the desedpdon attached to the forsM tenn,' it b clear that the mbmr 
populiir docs not imply only treemen^ but implies less bnportant peopte^ some of 
whom were fieemen. The theory' that the minar pofului meant less free ” men, 
i.c. frecdmcti. Is improbable, because fUfftmi is expressiy mennoned,* and directfy 
afterwaiils reference is made to ®#ri wlio arc paup^ra,* Thus* here, too, there were 
imporiani differences of propeny among the freemen. The EJLrrum 
bears witness ro a STramm of poor folk among rise freenum of die Ostrogoths,^ 
and m the w'rirings of CtsiodoniSp too, the poor and economiailty less important 
are mendoned, and besides them a middle class (m^dSrWw) betwmi th^ riclt and 
poar.^ 

The sources show strikingly the great differences mconditiotta of btnd-owoct- 
ship dun existed among the Lombards In the Edict of Rothari, -wliere no spedal 
regulations are laid down with regard tn the wirtgeld of the various dasse$ of tlte 
population, valuation is ammged in angar-gatimgi ^ ; i-o. aecetding to die 
rite of dte propcrt>'. From tlte fact dm Rothod gives as the Latin tianslaiioo for 
this xeamd^m fuaiitat^ pirsGruu, It has rightly been conduded ^ that die extent 
of a man^s bnd was then E^nddcnt with the e^uoiinn ofliis pecion; ctearJy at 
die time w^hen land was being distributer^ noble birth was a dewtmmmg Eketof 
in the size of the property^ && Taritiis has alieody told Tlie of King 
Liutprand show w'hat dlffoi^ces there were in the landcMj property of the cOinrvKin 
hrecmcn {ofimami ca^rerWcf), for here the wetgeid of their |oo snlidi, 

buC that of the pertm^ qui ijeerdtails tsst iftymitur "was only half that 

amouni; ifo solidiJ^ The hw3 of King Aistnlf divide tandowtiers inio three 
dasses : the rieh^ who possessed seven or mote farms (cfitrcr majurfvio); a 
middle class with no fann$ bnf with forty acres of land^ and finally die lesser 
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peopled Smttijirly il*e meFchanis mi tiadm, who haJ no land, ftll inio 

ihm otcgories; (i) masar^ a pjfeat^ (i) irptoirdt^ (j) 

The mm.' dlEc^mijcin h4id akt^y appsiTod in En^suxI, wh«t freemen 
are not to be dioyghi of ^ [lavtng equal property in bruL* in ibe hws of King 
Ine diem are mguktiem eoncemitig ihs obllg^ikn to till ta^nimd and 

the amount winch the toouii Has ro leave $owii cm his depaniire 
It is mtUe cbir duu a hide cannot be taken as die average holding of ^ fmeman t 
and this talius wich the Idfbrmation In Bede's E^tksmttkal Htswry to whkfa a 
property of ren hides is regartled a$ smaU (potwrimo^) ^ and an island h 
described as li tde " because it contains only five Ittcies,* In the kws nf Aethelrod 
(^u-ioz f) the liiif psup^r pays a fine of ttorty' denarii * whem the coy;^ tliine 
would pay lao solidi.^ It hxs been correctly emphMized that this £6£f paupir was 
3 peasant, and that these free and mdependent fiuiners did not completely 
and become depeodenr on brek* The gntat dtffcmices in the ske of the prDperriis 
of the litcri* dale from die early period, as the passages quoted abov-e fiom Ine's 
bws prove* 

Thus the ^neral impresdou given by the souii:?es for all riic German states 
is that in the early period twforc the Orolingbns there was already a wide 
taitonwiilito the class of conmion firem^ This fact is as obvious as are its causes* 
In pardeuW, the $odal regrouping caused by die gieai states is an totemadoruil 
phenomenon, whldi can be obs^cd everywlvarr and in all periods. It liiS alr«dy 
been pointed out dtat die same development ts to be fen^ to Anckni Egypt, 
to Gmeoe and in the btc Ronum period.^ The accounts of libAruus and SalviaCLUJG 
of Marseillfis^ depict analogous omdiriors m tlie East Rtmian Empire in the fourth 
century and in Gaul to rhe fifth oen tuiy, Tlte meptinn of fiwmeu into the pro¬ 
tection of great Eerriiorial lords (ptisrvcmwm) was often bought by the suricndcir 
of dietr peasant farms* Thee evrats were bv no means confined to Rmiiaai 
temio^, hut are also to be traceil in the Mmovtogr^n kingdom, to fcrurces 
belonging tx> the sixth and seventh centuries. Freemen were tsDsbved mi 
uppressecl, and tlidr propeny was absorbed, both by royal ufOdals 

hy the grwt territorial lords Tlie small folk, the pmipcr£j and 

niircrj,^^ wtar raptiaoiUy affected* Exactly the same process was going on m the 
east of Gemuiny* The Lex jffirito iir* sbowg how necessary it had become to make 
a stand ag^iinsi the enslaveinent of freanem" Moirover, the majority of the free 
population was noi equally ilrreatencd; it was primiLrily ihe pocner people "who 
sufiettid, rhey were especially exposed to the caprice of the sta te uffidaL and couM 
offer least resistance 
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Lrgisbuon tn pratect tli* pcnsaiury recognized eliscipi'hm alt® » tfte 
polidca! duty of Germ^ tiftejs. King Theodoric ihc Osmigotlt apptj^ ife 
oppre^nn nfiH^ peasantsl^y gi^r estates in Italy ^; and later King Toiila 
rock ihetr parr. But the luJe of the ftid k> iIe festoftutnn of 

file R^nmn green estates, in die celdimted Pntgniadc Sanedon of JuMfniaii (f h)** 
WLdiin ihe extensK-c estates of die Romim Papacy a dmJW tendency may be 
obser\isL Gregory the Great was emti^ lo send rnsinKtSom to his 

oiEcbls forbidding die opptesainn of the peasants on ids bnds In Cor&ica aiKl 
SnnIinSj/ and aUo in Sidly^^ Aslineri nc» better amnng liie Vistgoclts. In the 
Vbignthic Law we find mittiemii^ decree a^iinsi the cft^iiTment of freemen** 
We also iism that even in die drae of King Reo^windi (649-^572) the royal 
officials^ who levying iroops^ took advantage of the nibsence of die Cotlis 
iti the field to entkh dlemsel^-es wiih tkar lantb-* In partkutar. King KtndasvTnt 
(dL4i-6^jt) tried to alleviate the burdens of the common fiMiieti and espraally 
protected those ^ oppressed by povetry from die severity of ilte bw*^ FinaJ!/^ 
it has also been pix?^ that in England the ptronage of the great lords enabled 
them nor only to hring freemen into dependencet bne also to denund Tribute and 
service from them** In ihe bws of Ine (dSSHS^;)^ rules Tvere bid down for the 
case in whidi a lord impo-s^ bbour services it will on ids tenant over and above 
the li^tful dues^ or tried to increase dieses 

TbdS Ac tendency to reduce fiecmen to serfdom exisred long before Quol- 
ingian times, and bws for Ae ptoiectiDn of peasants were not first enacted by 
Charles die Greii* Tlic current Aeory gave rise to entirdy fitbc tdcaa^ not only 
because it fixed tix> laie a date for me origin of great cstaiesj but abo because it 
repmented Ae genera! body of treemen as a miion of ceonoinically equal personsi. 
If, as hm been shown above, there already cxlstad considenible difierendation 
wiAin iluf grotip, then it is understandable that Ac pcxrr and mtimpomni people 
fdj a prey tn the miglii of tlie great lerritorial lords, so Ion dicir freedom. '11^ 
Eodal depression of cciminort freemei was not general, however, but was lintiicd 
to Aose who were economkally wokesu Indeed, in my optnioil^ top nne-sidss) 
a vinsw has been taken of Alx sooal re-grOnpii^T liasty gitmeralizatioEts are to 
be avoided : the sources do ml by any means gsve a general and ohjcctivt: picture 
of actual condidoits* *^^cy namimly give a pmmiiKni pkee to negattve results, 
suA as complaints about oppression and enslavement, and Ac eobbety of small 
owners by great ones* A c]o 9 tt examination Aould reveal also the pnddve 
importiince of Ae5e events, Tlie deberiorution of patronage Aoufd iioi obscure 
its origina! importance as a m^iis of security and protection* The reg^ubtion^ 
agaiiistexistingAt^^^pecbiily insist Aat miall folk am not to be deprived of iheir 
right to seek voluntarily die prutection of Ae great.* Those who were 
economically weak took advatuage of Ai& protccrion, m order that Acy might 
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cominisc tci «at and lo endure the pressure cif public burd™ and in ofder to 
obmia iwlp ^galmt the cppre»k»n and of <mre offidah. 

[t must not, howwer, be forgonen thui ctiirj^ tnio such a proirani w rduttnn- 
sliip^ or oommendiidon as it was called, did noi necessarily involve a loss of 
persoruil freedom. The freemiio nrmiiiwed free: lie could give up that pamcular 
connecdon and seek die patromige of anodirr loncL^ It is also inooiiect to think 
[iuE commendation card^ with ir^ ss a mntier of cotirsfij frecdoni from all public 
burdens, especially ta:iadoTi and service in war.* But the territoiial lord as patron 
did acrually protection before the law, because he liad the lio-called fight of 
reprEsentadon, Le* he represented his tenants m tbdr legal disputes iMth puisider^ 
He also watclied over tbdr summons to military smnee and saved them from the 
nfficbl excesses of the counts. He was able in particular to give them economte 
stippon by allotting bad to or by giving individuals suitable occupation 
in the great atid rntdriEinaiis activities of his estate. Early Frankish * and Vlsi- 
gotbic * documents artd the earliest Bavarian land grants * alt reveal die samesiate 
^ affairs; poor merit unable to support themselves, cominend " themselves 
in order to Uve- The nature of the case is cleady seen in the chmctHrisiic terms 
used on the one hand by the Visigoths frr ihose who were m patroonm, and on 
the other hand by the Anglo-Saxons for tlie lenitotial Herd and proteciof* The 
former hd£^^iivt or breadcati^V* and the tatter was Alajbrd or bread-^ver-^ 
Thus the econoraic position of coundcss freemeHf who might Dtlicra™ not hitvt 
been able to live, wns improved- 

The examples which used to be cited to prove iliat the burdens Imposed by 
fines and compositions were the matn ouse of the asservatioti of freemefi, also 
demand doser investigation^ These are concrete of individmls who 1>ad po 

property and had forfeted dieir lives through inability to pay the fine for murder 
or theft. By means of pledging their persons diey could avoid dw 

death w'hidi threaicned them, because die lord to whom tiiey w^ere pledged could 
buy them ofL* They were thus acnulty saved from di^th by their asseni^atioru 
The sodai and political importance of this "surrender" of freemen has 
been exa^t^ted as regards both Its prevalence and it 5 practical consequences. 
It was not mftrqucndy aka resorted lO by priests and monks^ or men wlio wished 
to enrer the Churdi^ and also by those who w^re childless or aged znd therefore 
whlicd Eo provide for tliclr old ag?e,* Nor should the expansion of the great estate 
by tlih means be eraggeratecL If lusty roenj wtlling to work, stirraidered them*^ 
selves, tbetr economi-c strength was certainly not lost j new labourer^ and 
ser^'ants were by ihii means added lo die great estate, a &ct wtilch musl not be 
ovcrlcMited, hi view of the htipamuice ofsetgj^ieuriai frimJfig In economic develop¬ 
ment aa a w'hoic. These siijtmders ouglit also to be fudged from iIm tfdinkal^ 
economic point of vicw^ for thereby they acquire a positive v'alue. Tlie btw of 
sui^'i^-al of the fittest b liere clearly lUiiSiTaLred^ Tlie great csuites bad not only a 
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a«gaif%e md ftifierenibniii; dfed on tbe general Wy of fteenwri. Itil 2 
positive and uni^'ing influence. 

It will be pnssifaie coirecily to appnedate ifi™ conditjtms if the legal posJtiwn 
of the coTnmon freeman of dial period ta mote predsdy defiivsT. On this (^int 
also there are no dear or inLontcsEable theories Rrai of all, let ui cionaider t]ie 
que$iion cf military obligation^ service in the army. Dnnng this period, and until 
tiic ^TotingDii eta, the fenner ItiibUhy of all ^eWnen to tender miticuy sen ice 
pmbted. It has already bam pointed out that ihc Garoliogiiin armita did not 
eonatsc nwrdy of ptofessioniil soldiers (\-assah\ bui that the ntd general obligation 
to give militajj- service^ sdit prevailed, a theory which has since been confinned by 
Fehr’s resesrehes itiio the rt^i of arms possessed by the peasmts in the Middle 
Aget* Xlie old view that in the Metttvtngimi period this obligation ■was JJmiced to 
the royal kudts and 1™ inctitred in i^un) fur the hesinwat of royal benefices 
^ already been lefiited * Nordkl it depend on tile possession of landed pmpeny, 
ft is true thai ^1 freemen tverc nut l>oukd fo carry oriji ^liiary in 

It would kivc hem sikSurd to demand it finDin those who w-m de^tLmte, es h 
brought no pay U itr any dmr* and the soldier bad not onJy to c<prip but to 
feed himself. 

It h now geomlly assumed Aat Charla the Great listened the miliraiy 
du^ of the p£>orcf freemen by demanding personal service only from ivlio 
had a definite amount 0* land (dinee to four wliife thos$ who were less weJI 

off fberned groups^ t^ch of which liiid to equip one of their numher for iservtoe tti 
ihc field. Thb is‘as actually represtuted as one of the Empotnr's great pohucaJ 
TTieasru^ m favour of die o&mmon freemen sad direEnd Jhe presifrVsrtion 

of rhdr irwlependence. But I have ;il ready tned to prove that, on ific conirsfy/ 
m&c dcOTK were no mnovadon of Cftatfes the Grear^ but radiera repetition of 
toebmentaj prindpJes whidi were already in force ajid^ to particukr, 1I141 the 
bypiIiKsis on which the iheciry was haseS, namely dtai a ifojfe die nonnal 
holdir^ of each mm, was^ incorrwx The body of freeineii did not uU posses^ 
equal huUings, but were different y gradecL At lliis dme, too. to mdivklmil 

mihtary servioe bared on die amoutir of a man’s property* diough to 
Mefovin^att times wt Itaye nr> staremmt as to its cKieni* Tliere is more uiforma- 
lion for pre^Carolingian times* A passage in Gregorj' of Touts * shtm-s that the 
poor (paupi^reA) did not ymt in the army^ or at any rate were fevoured to this 
respe^ FunhcrmoTCj in anotlaer passage,* when depicting the diffimlties of 
cn^ng 9 river during a umpai^, he disdngutshes between the 
m/ert£M‘^j €t offn Au ewtr. Tlie referenot is to a dtflference in equi p¬ 

ment and a POAtrikst between the tidi and distinguished and the les important 
propte^^ It is dear from Gregory's itoreription that msoy wete on horsibadc. 
Similar dhiinctioiTS are made to orher pre-CaroltogiaiL souras. Li die rtgulations 
as to die piniishmcnt of diose who made trouble on 3 camp^tign, the Bavarian 
Law express ly co nuasts the min^m iarrtmei • wldi the teat, and ^ong ihe 
Lombards, aocoithng to a law of Liurpratid to 714, ilie fine for 2 mmim& 
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A?™ iSM invtnbtur fiiasd it tfO ^lidi^ white tbc ffimad 
paid dcnible.^ I have itrech' discussed iblii, aa well as die gradudon ^cairdmg it> 
prciwity in raqmpiioti fram miJitary service.* The who hod no 

hnd were to psfonn compuJsory dune (throe wadcly) * far didr count diumg 
his absence on a cornpsign. Aiuuir» bws (750) aliow' tkut militiiry equipmenc 
was Te^htcd atxoncliiig ti? three degrees of 

For my ass^on Cltirles the Crear s w-called leiorms ” nsdiy refleci 

2tn carikr pirvikge, I reiy e^iecbily an the Capitnia Cor^kma of 

at die end of whidi titerc: is cncnticn nf the ansi^a c^wuaetsttU to be obsmed 
by the Cotuisa.* Centnry to aditr interpretjnian^* tlie fjurt must be empltasixcd 
dme in die Cftpitula the stTK ts nut on c^nius, but on the fact dtat in eicetnpTtcfis 
dtc counts are to keep 10 the old custom btd down in the Lix 
iMoreo\Tr^ tiie whole doote is direct only against the oounis and It can tlicferote 
hardly be asanned that tbdr ti^i of exempiinn had to be espcdaliy cotiltnDcd, 
perhaps because ii was being impugned by others, 'lliis dea^ wus not la die 
atlvancigc of the caunis^ but was directed against their breaches and evasions of 
the anii^ cortsii£tiiS^ m is clearly seot from a compErisDn with the cootempomry 
Mtmaria Finally^ 1 must poinc out r^.Ti die whole system Qi's^utPiil 

was not a new creadun but an old Ccrrnqn privilege- C^sat rrha ns that the Suevi 
put a tbousand artned men into tlie field ever}' ycar^ wduk those who rtmtacned 
31 home Jtad 10 mmntain diem.* In King Liutprand% law of 716, already quoted, 
die 5iime prindpk occurs again;, i.e the altevbdon of a man's military service 
depended on die siae of his propeny; and dio^e who bad no bod did &rced 
b^m for die royal officbls (counts and reev es),' 

Thb system was ihe necessary conseqnerice of that iioonomit inequaliiy of 
freemen^ of whudi we have evidctice lot^ before Ckzrles< the Great, and whidi 
gave fi^ 10 4 gradadon c\*m in rnilitary service. It k certain ifca ibis economic 
dlBfeimtEitiuti graduotly led to a class disditetion in the rtght to bear ormi 
■' Poverty whidi did not allow the peasani to serve, or allnwec! Iiim to do so nnly 
if he were supported by oilers, depressed him sodally; and tins sodnl depression 
gradually led to a depressioti in kgal status as welL'^ Tlie first signs of this 
deeltne ai^ not to be found in ihe Cr;?imArr^ Mhtcrwn £ exerc/fw jsnyjmnmi 
nf fiqS in which tho^ Ovlng service are divided into fiieW and panp^r^; cm ihe 
contrary, the division cmisd long before ihia, as die passages quoted ^hove 
ccjplousty demunstraie. 

This great change in the right fo bear anus possessed by ilie common freemm, 
and in dieir miLiiary cbligadcms^ was certainly promoted by die cmises mentioned 
by Didhnick^ Uitdotibtedly it “ was important for the militaty leoder he 
should gather professional soldiers round him* instead of troops of dlizms and 
peas^us.** But it h not rigltr 10 assume thiu there were only tnfmtry in caHv 
Frankish dmes^ whereas there was an army of cavalry tn the Camlingiaii periodp or 
to tbmk that a great dtonge must hove t^tn pkoe under Charles hfarteL Laier^ 
in dealing with die sysiem of it will be shown from the sources rhai the 
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prooi!S£ W3 i£il1y quioe djffi^ru-^ ir w[D suffice lo pomi nur thar o^'fng id 
cfacir econcmiic dilfimndariDn the tmlicaiy imparcarvce of thccomfnon ^wmen wm 
also dirmnhhcdf md tfaE»e classes economiGaHy dpahlc of pcrfonTLing rhe h^zvy 
i:s\idry st^'jcc; md tif miiiniaitiing a nuirkljer of fOOm men tn the lield wete 
bound to come to the fote* These weine the gt^ai teiritcrui] tard^ ecctnastical 
and secubt. 

From the late Raman times onwands, private torcbhipi raised and 
maintained troops of private snldkrs^ and made use of iliem m tbdr pri^ule feuds 
and in the politkal party-fij^t^ which Ixigan in the Merovingntn kingdom tfi the 
stxdi cenrury.^ Clerics hbnel was able to t«-efeci a strong central auiliurity only 
by employing dtese and wlmi dte Canal in^arts gained control over the 

kii^dtmi, they irfed lo make these feudal of^mkattom serve the twedi of the 
ftewly-revived rttyal power. Hie toeasunES of Cliarles the Greats and his mneh 
es colled laws for the pmteaion of the peasants, wenc mEenikd to chick these feudal 
tendenctes by ^trengthemng die old foimdaiions of ilw mtny system. At the 
same dme tliey show how marked those tendencies already were^ A stmilar process 
is observ^able among die Ostnogoths m Italy under Ttieodnric the Great and Todla, 
among the Vtsigoihs tindet KincLisvint and Receswinih, ar^H dlefi among the 
Anglo--Sa>con5^* 

Beside army service^ the miist hn.pci<mLnt public duty of freemen was judicial 
service, i*e* atiendance at the mioot (pingpjlicki). Every freesubject !iad a duty to 
attend court irrespective of tiis property in bud.* Fie^om as such gax^ the right 
to take part in the nadonal ooundl,* All freemen liad a place in the public court of 
ftisdce, though nor the privilege of pronaundng }udgra*T>r+ Hie witness fat the 
comjTumiiy in cases involving property tn tand had himself m be a bndowTicr. 
Higtbiliiy to give evidence for the community was condirianal on ihe possession 
of a persoim} w’ergeld *; and the witness had to prove his solvency. Therefore, 
a certain measure of wealth in Land and goods was demanded as well as pemmal 
tpEcdom* As a special guamnbee of his evidenoe the witness had t:a have in his 
poss^iOTt the amount of a w'ltneES*!^ line. .Only a solvent personj who pledgied liis 
property as security £br the tni!i!li of hk statements and who lihuself mi^i be 
subject^ to the evidenoe of the community with regard to hb own Un^ wa5 
entiiled id act as a witness.^ 

It is certainly true rhai the witness’s solvency was the main ctitcrion of his 
digibiliryf but was it iIm sole criterion ? If not only the Bavarian, Lombardy and 
Frankish laws but also the Vbignduc hw^ are mcamined, h becoincs obvious 
that another fact has to be taken into consideradam The Vlsigotlttc estpttssly 
takes up the position that a man oppressed by want might be induced to swrear 
falsely berskise lie could Mt endure poverty/ Here die material independence of 
the wdmess for the community' seem^ to be emphasized ; and this in accord with 
die kuet Frankish Copituliife mstuth^ JkcUnJis which orders ihac 

witnesses shall be diosen from the &pdmi pagtttscs, with tlie qualifying ebu^e: 
rr IWV 1 HceaT linge/Qm praemia fiisaf aJitucere.* The danger of false 
witness owing to bribery was greater in the case of poor men without property, 
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mt only IwcaviK of urniptation cf material adymtsugp^^ bui iW bemuse ibe 
lower of the populaiioji were more dependent ami nnpotaeifflL^ 

Tkfs al$o for the fact that die vi/tt f^/-sma£ as well as tlie 

wcie eacluikd from dm privilege uf givliig jtidgrtientp L& ii was I'iccsme die 
riZes itad no legul pivilcKcs-* Hence we fimi Urn imi Ayjnmex do give judgment ; 
these are not idenrical widi " free people htefipeoive of property m Undp nor 
can thc%' be conmistefi wkb dm opimu ^; the^ are lo ht undei^tooct as 

bring those membefs of tiie community who owtmd HndL* Here, then, ii dm link 
with oomjjtions In the lote Roman peiiodi Tim tE?mi iemi is fiist fimnd on 

the monuments of die Roman popubdonp^ atid bter It was cxtefistvdy used in the 
Fmikidi luf^dom. The decrees of dm Visigothic Law, quoted above^ ate founded 
on Roman law,^ Lam Roman sysiems misi have persisted at BiSi in provincial 
temtofy i from thence they soon penetraied into dm German districts^ where dicy 
found a natirnd basis in the econoniic di5$olpticm of the body of cominon freemen^ 
and wlierc they secuied some economte alWianoiis for rhe poorer among these. 
Ii is true howcm, thaJ some of the fteemen thereby Uiat ifrnir old [nipfinanci: as 
wi tnesses for ibe coitiifinnity in the ctnin of justice^ and tkm also lost ihdr soda! 
prestige a Gict wliidi must Imve futtlLer »:ceruijated economic cliffctimccs, 

Tlie degradatkin of this po-prier itratum of ireeiftcn tnerrased progressivety; 
and a ihangc n nockeabk even in die tm>st importnni ftinctinn of the court, dmi 
of “finding the btv This diange has been usually amihuted to Qiaries ibe 
Cncaii Uiid lUc limitation of tlie old Dingpjlirit was Supposed to be an tmpcuTiini 
innovation in favour of the common freemen. He considered 10 have shown 
greai sallcttiide on thrir behalf by the iiim>ductiori of permanent jurofs, the scaiinlf 
and to have bmught ubout an important po 1 ideal rdform try jelirving diem of dirir 
old ohttgadon to appear regularly tn the folk mooci.* Doubt has already been 
thrown on iha lltmry by recent research iniu tlie lustory of the icaitm as an 
tfistinitiotL* 

Aonaliy jofimt existed long before the time of Clutrles the Crcati and these 
were not simply Rachi/^iff^rgm^ In one of Clisrles^s decrees^ issued at the beginning 
ol Itb rrign^ die smicmrii anc forbidden to hold too many fbik mixsts on aeccrufu 
of tlie poor» Hiey were railier to limit their cctrrcs to die maibw naiu and the 
necei^ary wtmes^es,, so that tlie poor might be obliged to cc^iue to court only two 
or Htw times in tiv: )^r* Fhis practice, litiweveTp is to be fenmd already In the sixili 
cimtur}% Xlffi soutcA make it elc^r ihai die iro^iu nr were used as 

rcuiihi iogerher wlih iit/udsx lo '"find ilic law "V*antl dial at that time the hrid^ 
ol lirw' in die cnuiir'$ courts did rnit include the whole body of fi cem ci^ occupants 
oflhectsuits of jusitce^ bur only 3 tntall number of permiineiic assessors (Z^riixqTr)^ 
llnis the instmiotm of scailni was imdoubiiidly alreEuly in exbsertce before the 
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time of Ch4il(^ the Grat, lum^ver siuicd tfae hhiem for ir nuy iis^^e tcciL" 
jh^dy ccptakuMlf this chim^ bouttd to take pbcp i» soon sa the puur m m 
precluded frt^ru acting as. mimcssts for tlw? comimuiJly^. It is cmitdly sigmficam 
that a Opitulary of the time of I C^l^) dfiwTt ti^ same ipjalihEiidi.irK for 

the jca&ini as we liave noted above in dw case of the emnmunity-wftness. Thej^ 
wete not to be vi£u personae cl /mJtus iSntai but n&iikt iapMus ii Jcu/ti 
#™?nf£jF,* The Caphuhre of Lewis the Pxmis in Sio proves that rt^ilej signify 
die renowned and wealthy-* The reason why ihe scsHiu wiere to be chosen from 
the flMJforcj is to be found in another Qipim/&re of die some kit^ in S59- This 
attadcs the jcahifii who pr^^picr mimcrc gave unjust judgmem, and insisis that in 
fumre magistrates mu^ wt sell their justice/ For tliai very reason yUcs p^rmnaf 
should noi become £c&Sim^ because they were less able to withstond pressure from 
ibe counts. 

Thus die CarolLo^an laws dearly aimed at froetng the pfKn> die paupemf 
from the bunkn of beteg fiimmoned voo frequently to ihe moo^* and were sot 
so much concerned w'lth ihe whole body of commmi freemen- Chnrtes die Great 
was aiiaddtig the jubiiraiy will of ihc officials, cspectatly die counis * smd in 
this lie followed an earlter royal ptacdi^ of Metovingiin times. The Edict of 
Qillpedc had already made a sand agatasi file e^tciesses of the cemms 

tn cijurts of bw/ Tlur evidence of the decree of ccmGcmpotary councils ts also to 
be noted, iss wh«! at Tottrs in 5^ an atmek wks made on the iudices (i*e* counts)' 
^ui ps£sp£rc$ oppremiiJit,^ 

On die whole, it h dear that the great mass of d>e free poptdalioti had under^ 
gout eonsidenihle changes even in pre-CaroUngbn times* It was not tliat ihc rise 
of the great estates and ilie lusj^y burden of public judicial ^rvtce first began JO 
oppress them during tlie Caiolingian period so that Cbarks die Great lud to 
proieci tlim by meaiis of reforms and iimovations in die ennsrhu rion* Tlie uiain 
factor in the whole maitcrw-as the economic dtsLniegraiion which had been taking 
place &om the rime of Tadius. If ir chat early date there were already important 
differences in pnipcrty-, especially in propeny in land, and if some fteemcn had 
olnsady sunk inm poverty 1 their bek of ntoductive power must have hrou^r about 
a con^mhle aEteTaticm in tbidr public rights and dud^- Tlidr sodal and 
political declme was the necessary consequence orihdrcooncmiic degradariem, and 
this alio weakened their pow er of rcsisiance. Tliis great dmnge, however, did nor 
originalJy begin with the reoigonkation of thtanny in Camlbgbn thnes, whiefa 
prtpai^ dfcc for a division of labour between war and peace, and in post- 
Frankish rimes deprived the now unwarlikepeasajitof die right ofbea^g arms and 
set an heredimry soldiery^ over him. Thai this cmild happen so soon is ilie bra 
e\*idcftoe of ibe fact that freeineti hod scanty jjuppon from that orgonkaikm tt^hlch 
has so often been icg^ed as the effeoive proi^rcror of thHr socbl poriciofi, 
namely die Mark^^assodiidon. We never find any occasion where the BJark- 
ossodadon wds able to protect die common freeman from that dbrntcgradoci 
and pardat degradsdon of Hb cbs$. 

With regard ro the quesriem of the freeman's wergehlt tlte definite amount 
fixed TinJfonnly for oU common freemen has for long been taken as importanr 
^ S<# -Crtrm. ediL, JJ\ ■!*► _ ■ MG^ caps, Ik c, 
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e\adcdce for n uniformity of holdings.* B«t howevisr aitractive diis conditsimi 
may iippeir n font sightt it does not hold waio"* A glance ar die wsa^eld of thf 
nobility should haw aibowit for ihe nobtlJiy» and cotisctjucntJy the big laotl- 
owi>ej^ also had ^ ddkute sum fixed for them in \'arit>uH folk brwra. But h ^rtnild 
TiPf occur 50 .imiTm iliat all these estaies owTtcis had mudt (he Si^mc amOiutt of 
land. There is rto diaiibi; that there were cortsrdefable diHercnccs between them^ 
just m there wte within tJie body of oommon freemcra- 

h for some umci been nodo^ that there sicme kind of comiectimt 
between tbffi of a mjm*% land and die amount of his wetgeld.* Acenrdh^ to 

Lombard the wergeld was detemuned in iurgafgntAmgi^ accdcdifig to die 
ammint of Und lidd, qt^nHiaiem And in AJentannic 

dooiinems of ilte C^hngiiiii petiodi wliete gifts were made (o the Churdir the 
\mct for prr«iblr fepuretase was Sxed aooordmg lowcrgcJds.* Tltese phenomena 
ha^e mj| so far folly explained* Anglo-Saxtm conditions may perhaps 
ihrcm* some light on tiw matter. Here we see dearly that the lateni of a man's 
land Itiid i definite htfhicnoe on die amounl of his werEieli. 1 . In the Laws oflne * 
the Welshman with one Idde paid a wergdri of rao soKdi: tf Itc had 
liolf a hide, Ite paid 8o soHdl ; and if he had no land, ^ solidL It is 

noteworthy ibat to the same Laws the man with fix^e hides paid 6oo solldL ie. 
exactly five times bs much** Tills throws light on tfie Alemannic documems.^ 
The value of the ffufc at the dme of the folk-^Iaws, according lo records of con- 
tempoi^ty purchases of land, musr have Ixsn for bdow the freeman's w^ergeU.^ To 
mennon only a fow' Ghanicteri$tic exomptes^ in the St* Gall formulanes we find 
that in one grant of a fiufi of bnd a third of the wergdd is fixed as the tcprttrchase 
price.* In a land dtaner of the same monastery m 797 the wergeld of a Imcimin 
(ttSo sotidi) 15 fixed aa the repurdtasie price of a gift offi^^e Hufin.* It b fnw tliat 
dib tedempnon-prioe cannot be taken as iondusiv'e and direct rvidencfi of die 
value of the property 5 probahly more fovoiwahle condittnib were ofTeted in ordc 
to induce die giver to pn more readily with his knd»^* But aJj the there ft 
a striking degr^ of ooinddenoe between these fixed sums and die mimmum 
propeny on which dtc army-ser\icc of the fteemen wm based^ three to four 
Nujin among the Franks, and Uiree to five among the Anglo-Saxotts. 

Nevertheless, it is of coinsc impossible tt> Ik a definite schedule for all the 
many vamiinus In the size of estates, more especially tn vjcw of the fiict diat 
an IndividuaPs wergeld might dionge and be raised in cousequenoe of lib o/Tidal 
podtiutt in the Isirtg^s service. It was quite sufficient to fix a uniform sum as the 
Borrn for die different classed TTiis W'as indispensable, beemse the criredon for 
wcfgeld w'as noi merfily the man*s propmy but his own personal standing. It is 
now, for the first rimCt pt^ible to understand the real meaning of the phrase fie- 
qnendy found in deeds ojf ^fuhoiccompashiamj m^ic* The vaJueof the might 

vat^-cnrtsiderably even widun the same distri and a much dosc^-ap^m^xliiiaiio^ 
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to the real value waa t}jerd>y expressed. Thus tint tbe wirrgdd within 

the different clashes of society wtB based on a utufbnrn norm^ tnit va? oJoibied for 
C3ch indrvTthial sepaittEely, according to his property in hmd and goods. The poOf 
freenmt did not pay the ssuie amemm as a lidx mmiliet- of his class. On this 
dcEcvunt the burden of the system of composition cannot Stave conirihuted to the 
social depftssaf^n of common freemen to the extent tictr was ftmnerJy assumed ; 
thoughp of course, she rich freeman cofild mure easily endtiie die high^ sum jnxeri 
m bis case than dbc poor freeman could Itis minimiiTm 

Tliese ootidusicms give us a new view of the posidve aspect of this scHia] 
dfivcioptnent. New souices of acctimulating wealth are dearly indic^red bere. 
The possessor of fH-e/fu/flihad a mxidi Idgher wergeld thm the owner oforKMiifi. 

, In all cases where it had to be paid, npi only for murder but for any mjLiry, he 
obtamed a miu:h tiirger sum that the imall freeman, and thus be^me not m^y 
econcimically stronger and more secure, btii also socially more unportaiu and 
esteemed. Hence there amse new npportumdes for social and legal advancemeniu 
If a leSs-wclI-olT freeman with perhaps only two Nufen gradually acquired more, 
he wont on reaching the lower limit for army service (three to four.flcf^), be 
accepted in the more highly respeaed dass wMch was pcrsonflUy hiibJe for diat 
starvice- This is dearly seen in die Norfl leoda Lags (c- 910^54); when a freeman 
(maf/) beome so well-uff that he owned five hides he was to be considered 
worthy of a ilianeV priri leges,* 

This probably provides a soleidon to the ^-exed question of the rwSi/^s m 
Bavaria.^ We iiave dready seen that the freemen tberc wxre divided iiod that the 
ranor popu/us, the freemen who were less wdl-off, were mentfaned separately. 
On the other hand, a 5>7toda) decree liiid down that the witnesses in the case of a 
fat$e oath sliould be taken only from among ilie ncN^i^x." Utis rerm cermiuly 
does nm tnidude only the members of ihe six prominent genealngix of the arb- 
locmcy- If we consider tliat in oth^ cases too only the ^ (Le, men of 

property) arc allowed u? give tesdniony for the ccimmunity, there ts much to be 
sold for the view ihai arid milkra are nquivaleiu tenm. This would explain 

the feet ihfliin the earlier Satzhiug sources, whOT the jwii/b are often mentianedT* 
tltey appear as donor^ ui 3 way w^hkli is fiDC wry Itkcly among commcui 
freemen. 

Tliese facts show how redicalty «onomic devdopraent and tlie change in 
conriidon^ of landHs^wnefriiEp which accompanied jt, must have altered dm i^ier 
social cirganijcattou* Natmiliy, however, this immense process of internal 
mirgankatian did not confine itself to the freemen alone. It must be nunermhered 
that die commem freemen were not tticrely being depressed; their {lumbers were 
also conslandy being added to front bebw. Moreover^ pcrsoiul freedom ws$ 
not lost by entering the combine of duf great esiaie-* T hive shown ebewtiere ^ 
that the number of half-free men and serfe who appear in the Cuollngitm period 
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^anntrt be due odTv die depressjon of the coimnon Ertemeil^ but thai, on the 
contrary ^ dicre i$ rridence of a large-scale upward moveiniciit of the imfree classes. 
This aime about m ’^^ous ways. It wok pboe unlawfully by the escape of ccjAwj 
and strviy wlio ran away frmn rhrir obliganocts lo the gran estate* m refused their 
service owing to new demands on j& pan ; or by rrsistjincE a^mst oppresskm, 
and arbitrary ^sumodon of freedom (sdf-wnatiEipciUon) i and it happened 
lawfully by means of cnanmniosion by ibe lord. In panienUrt 1 pomted nut the 
CTtraoi^iirary mimber of fomnibe for clmrteis of mzntuius^xari whidi htt%x 
sundved. My view was also strengthened by the gcnetal simtifkatiun of the 
pc^ubucTLf repealing on the cme tund a smal! increase m serfs in die C^tolinguin 
periodi on the oilier ta stetddy growing mimber of freemen evaywhm* despite 
due ienxiaxcy io asservadoOf which, ss wc now knoWp liad bebi at work fbc 
cciiturks^ from Eonmn li mes, TTie status of frmnen did not by any means 
tetnaut iiuaci from early times uniii ihc 4 ge ofCliiH^ die Great 

Tilts leads perTnnee to die asaumpdon dial the free cla^ whkli had long been 
ibreatened with eauncdontini^i hive found new sour<3C3 of remduDent; die gap$ 
created by outgOcfS must have been contintially filled up by newcomers,. Asserv^- 
tion in pic-Gmdtngktx dnies did not agbet Neustrk onlv\ nor was the conisectitm 
betwe^ Neusena and Auso^a a loose oxJ It Is impo^^le to-diy toasBurae 
that Austrasia did not become famLIjarwidi the progress of Neusixion dvillration 
until Carolifigian tunes and that it was then, for the first dmc^ forced into tlje same 
Line of social develapmenc. Nctdier can we moiiitain ibai the Merovirigiaus did 
not railize their tasks as rulers and that the CarohngUJis were die first to attack 
these tasks vlgorotisly, for it is increasingly dear thai the fir$t great CaioLingiaus 
followed dse lines of hlcmviti^yn policy*^ Nor is it mic diii the power and 
inBuence of the chureb iit Austrasla had remained unimportant and iliat the 
hicrarcliy only developed into one of iht most iiulucntia! poUficat fiurturs In dte 
Carolmg^ period, duerehy eniering die new roiioitd arisiociacy and aiising, 
as ic had done long before in the wesrem kingdom, cocialdetable changes in social 
and pc^Utical conditiona. As a matter of fret, Awatrasia was nor completely 
separated from Neustria in the early period, as it later; TTicudcric f 5 j i^n) 
tided over a considerable pan of the western territory, Theudcbeit (534-54®), 
the rncm powTiful Merovingian after Cbvis, rdgned m the cast and found support 
in ibc Church.* Then for a tunc Clothar I (5 51-561) united tiie whole kingdom 
again. Tiie eccIesU^tical aristocracy pbyed an bnporLartt pare in Austmsia after 
Sigiben's death (d- 576),* Thi^ die arguments by which ic is sougliL to prove that 
die social development of Mecovtngtan rimes difleied from that iti the followir^ 
(Cimlingiim) peritxl are withmu valldirv". A ramc htsioHan of ihai period has 
node the following comnuent, under TTicudebcft the main feature uf the whole 
medieval period of German history are already foteshadowed/' * 

Ukc die rcononuc dmupdon of the class of freemen, the lipward inofVxirMrni 
erf the lower sodal dasses was also not tiiniiied to tlie wc$t. Lui and men who imd 
gained tlteir (reedum, and even unfree men, were made counts by the M&o* 
vingians,* li emerge from that not only did the semi-tree hold die 
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ofEicc of bm ibc jwj-rt figitf i-e- tile ptstBcuuI ser^tmts of ihc kio^ were 

3(30 for ihc ixtjost pati frccdnwn-* Tltia is also shown in the RipiiaiiiiJi Law, wbci* 
the putt fi^iaur h ort the saiM level 33 the Swlman (foicr/cr/w),* anJ where 

it is also siaitd that he ccfuld hold the office of cotini; In thb conneenoti it may 
be tctralicd that TadtuSi speaking of die fmdmen iH&erti), says thai 

among the Gemum people who ^“erc ruled by king? die/ had dsen tti some exisnt 
above die freemen and even above the nobility 

As a tnaicer of foetj men who had acquired their freedom ofren played s wiy 
iniporpint part, even in prfr-CaroIingiaii dmes^ In ordei to understand dteir 
l^enend Lmponanoe it is imt sofficifini merely lO esamini: their legal poiidoft- 
Thts has* indeed, been done often enough** hut tiidr ©XitiDOik and social 
impnrtimot has not even yet been jrmperly csamaiwl-* Research in ildi fieJd 
lesulted in eHtr^ordirPrily setf<ciiiiadictory conclusions. It was assiimed iliat 
the commtm freemen lost their old posuion in ihe siaus and were for the most 
pill dcgtadfcsJ, and that the number of unfrec and half-free persons was cimsmnily 
tnoeasing- Surely it is unlikely dm these large group remained unlndLEendal- 
And dKn? is another tnhereni cantradiciion* We have tdready seen that in that 
early priod, when a strong mnnsrehy was deviJoptug, the Kingfs service pUyed 
an important port in creating a new armncaacy independent of bhih.* lA th^ Sd 
and freedtnen could and actually did occupy die most tmpornuit royal offices, 
Sucli as tbcsse of count and Ilow can it be siippos^ that this powerful 

class nevOTheleas had no political and economic inffijence worth men.iit>iiing ? 
Such a position 3 eetns ev'Cn kss likely when we consider ihar ar that very ttme there 
was an increase in the number of private foUo'ftings, private amiKl forc^ were 
maintained, die system of was be^tining/ in all of whidi deii'elop- 

xmnti the iixf and toediuefi had an importanf share- At the summons of ihdr 
lords lb* ltd accompanied them on their campaign ; w* find diem among the 
fljiJTOfWjrtj and the rrgi£, whose importane* in the gfowth of vassalUig,* 
lias been shown in detail by Guilhiennertt** And the tankj were not ufliy 
free tenants, but to some extent suhjen who $tood in a psrticsilar tdacionihip 
of service to the The designation was also frequently used in 

this early period for fine servants of the king; and w* firtd iitffrtini among ifacm,*“ 
as also among the an eKpresiion which at tliat time described not a class 

but an offire {mllida ^ 

Tito great social advancetnent of freedmeo and semi-free is no mere tiieory, 
but ituiy be traced in ntimeroEis sources. Ii ts coiist obvious among die Viagoihs^ 
Tiiere f reHmm not only disobeyed tls<ir former lords and withdrew ftom their 
protecoon (jfatrocintidm\ but tri^ to be thdr equaL and took Jidvannge of a 
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knowledge of their poliiic:^ pbos io denounce ihcm to ihc ivho th£n 
EkctuiiUy pul she ffcedmri tn the posirim of fudges over ifse actused. We see how 
great« dimger so die nobility weie these fieedmcn, who hnA dtmbed lo ulEce^ ai 
courts imd Low tins tioblcs^ £ts floon as they gained pmrn wet die mcitM(di>v tried 
to proteci tlientsekes hy Obviouiy tfie moDarchy liad found i* the freed-- 

men a weapon whlcli it miglit use sueocss/ully agsiiist an iscreasingly powetiul 
ittistocnicy^ 

The same pKKsss wm occumng in the Ftankidi kmgdoin« where rruoes of 
sanular endeavours are evident* Quih^ JTs fameus regulauun^ in his Edict of 614* 
cofieeming the oppomrment of jifdgos (yajficef) has alrcndy been inreipteted k a 
concession to the iwhles—a safeguard for ihe ansiociac)' againsc ihe power of the 
king^s offimts-* It v^raa noi mercty concerned with pre^'cnring the appointment 
of an alien to the office of count ’ ^ the explanation of the pdrtdpks c^ontaLned in 
(be edict shows thitr iu fotuie the poor and the properiyless in rarticuiar ’were to 
be ejccluded, because they coutd give no compensahon if they abused tbeir office^ 
>^^]en it Is remanhered that actxndtng to tJie &Jk and the Ripiorian Lawv 
WdnicQ cotild also hold the office of coum Of iind that up to that ume 

they were chiefly drawn from the royal hcmsehold,* the si^iHcance of this political 
coneesskin made by du? Frankisli ting to bis nnbletata moment wlien (as in Spain) 
they were hecotiutig very pownerEtb may pcrliaps be betiet understood. Tlie 
regulations in die VLsSgothic Latv make mk panieularly evhknu 

A further commefitary cm the muttef is found m later evencs* After the fall 
of the great mayor of the pabce, Ebioin {670)^ who had potecicd tlie monii^y 
against the insubordinate nobles^ ihe brter forced imports t coacesslora from 
the kin^ in order to prevent any futibcr hUringement of tlieir power^ and it k 
signiheam that they referred to that same clause in the Edict of Clodtar D.* 
On this occasion we find in ecclesiasncal soiin^ which are extremely indigmmt 
at £broin''s procedure, a diatacterbtic; explanation of his aims. They caU him a 
royal sersunt aeKl accuse him of favouring persons of tow birth^ while 

violendy itticMng thearist^^ Tn the nobk circles from which this de:^piiofi 

b d£ri\'^ Ebroin himsdf was ^ledt a low-Nidb^ sjpgtart*^ ThU Redons dbtortion 
of events ithow^ dearly die essence of ibai great ancagonrsm ; for tt h obvious that 
vnoflg the Fnanks^ too, tbe king liad found in the ^ihfu! servants wlmm Ikt had 
appointed 10 mdueiukt! dfices un cfTeciive mieaEis of protection against the superior 
pnrwer of die nobifiry* The freedmatt and Uti musr have been pardcuUdy well 
adapted for tbk purpose, espedaJIy for employtiAmt in ofhdal podtions- 

li b Ivere that we niust sedt tlic roots of the later minhurialAx. In CarolingiEin 
times the «cd arose for a staff of officials, whose pocidon involved both «lf- 
reliance and loyalty and " could be held only by personally dependent (IkC- not 
fully free) men, as fnecinen would have been too independeEn and mi^i easily 
have nrfhsed to be at their lord's dlsposaL"^ • Tlie begumiiigs of this process, 
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together the economic and sodd condidbiu on if wa$ Imcd^ were to 

be fouml in pre-Csjylii^gn iimes.. Service m tlw iKiuse of a nnblr^ and especially 
the king^sservice^ cau^ the ffjferti to rise in the ifrtirld; It also give them a siian* 
in the servke of the state in this way they becipir the ancestor^ of German 
qflidaTdora.* Tht$ can be seen not only in the Te^ offices of conni and idtcAan?, 
but also m the administiaijoti of fimnee and of the Merovingian souKio 

st)Ow tliiit not only the office of cuitcu/aruu but also most other episcopal appomt*^ 
ments wore filled by freedmenJ Finally, io cnilimry sendee the freedmefi and liti 
ft'ere 3 continuiil sotiroe of stipplv for Etoops, fot wt lind them among the pum 
n^, the ntrricjfiij and (He 

in die same way the fieedmen and the half-free beciine iniiTessingly imponanr 
among the Lombards m Jialvt for the gasimS^ who were ennusted with public 
office, were largely compc;«cfl of ihesc-* The economic equrpmenf of thisse semi- 
Eree and freed men with land, alone made possible diar adi'^cemmtp Tadnis 
tells us of ^^arious Gciman anny^leadera and kings w ho kept tound them crowtb 
of freednicn and (cikni^t).^ In one he siatts diat these men had 

setded an tand in Pannofiut.* In Meroviii^an itmcs, moremer^ the lainl^s and 
gaitadi^ ihc v^assais, modved bnd fttim their lords} the lords here had a direct 
motive for iKttering their vassals' position ; they did so not merely to rewand 
them for dirir sertice, but to render them economicalty capable of perfotming hJ 

Nor were tliese offidafc, with ilndr d<jser connection with tlidr lartL alone 
in managing to improve their economic status by obtaining a ; thr 

economic posidon of oiher freedroen abo changed for the better. Too mud bas 
been made of Tadiiis* remark that dicse fiferri did not rank nujch above the iinfree 
and w^cTC of little importance.^ TadtuSi a Roman of senafotial rank, nammliy 
gained this impression, o\idng lo die great sodal and politic^] importance of die 
freedmen of his rime in Rome. He tells us in another passage that aJmost alt the 
families of senatorial rank at that dme were descended from freedmen,* These were 
eligible for all offices and actually held ihem. In contrast writh these the grest body 
of Gennan iiti in die peasanr occupariom must tiaw appeared very humble. He 
espedalty Emphasizes the fact that CermEUi freedmen were not oonrideied of equal 
renk with the ficen** He ocpressly excepts, however, those stares which wcreruled 
by kings. 

Tire ecpncTsUe importance of freredmen is quite i difierent proportion. Ln 
tilts connection we must rcmejubcf the bands of Cennans, w^ho, fmm die end 

of die diird ceamry, were settled by the Roman Eittperors oit public land* tn 
Caul. Tlicy were given estates, rerTu^ in refurn for performing miliraiy 

servifx,*^ Tltoiigh they ^'ere eku free to move, dieir status wns hereditary^ they 
were lariJy indqKndenT, had a co-Dperarive ennsrimrion, stnd seem to have Itvcd 
according to didr native lawa.^ In a of the Emperor tlofioriuA (399) 
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we have posUivi: proof that rh« /a&ti soctn developed grew eoofMTink activity 
md itiofc land ihcn they were entitled to. Tltii* cwild liavc Iiappmed nnJy 
if rbcTj were in a favourable foebt and ectmnmk pcuttioii.' It shtJtrl^ moreover, 
be ob«rved dut a SummatiuiB to Theodusbiiijs summed up this tmjduim 
as follows : ptr^^rird mdh/n 

acapimCf nhi e£f ptifKip&Iif miklgfJttm Tlius an acattio® of knd 

ftbove the norma) is here cdled a ^ene/Satifm- This does not ^mp)y ia<aii a favour^ 
hut h used in its lechnloil isense^as we sec fTtiJn die verb which in Mi^ro- 

vingian and early Carolingfcin terminolngy is alwa)^ the technical itrm used for 
the aequismnn of bcnefiises^* In this cottnectioti it is noteworthy liiat m tnse of tlie 
Marculf fc 3 miul:iri« the capressifln hn^Jkhi is used for die land which the king 
exchanges wiih a noble. Among its appttrtcjtances tioJonkae are the mst to be 
mjenttuned,* Tims it is dear that semt^free and even tmfree inen could receive 
bed as A imjicium. Tlie^ received the land on a better right without mdi 
service as wns the nde in the rntn$femioc of land to ser£k” * 

If» dicn, land was bcsim^'ed In teJnm for the performance of m-tain serrices^ 
tlic bestowii] li^^ied a rule^ long as the service it5^- Therefore acniaJ permanent 
posse^ioUt wid soon even an hereditaiy' right, migtii develop in consequence of 
poitiica! consiflef^tions. Ir is well known, hi cofmection w^th the Merovingvsn 
gnincs of bnd^ tlLittlk!' Frankish lungs confirmral all ihc gifo of didr pTtdtdessors^^ 
TJtis appikd espeebUy to the royal The otd dicory iliat the% ^anis wwre 

made chiedy for Eniiitary purposes cm no lotigftr be beJet ; benefices were far 
more frequently granted in return for cconontie servioeSi* may also 

stand for the imi-paying holdings of peasants; we find ilwm Itcld by pcrsoivt 
liable to base servuzi aiid even desetibed as cnlonh* 'Jlic diflertnee laj' ui the bet 
t\m the benetfidal holdings were more indcpendfini dian the Ifufai, situated in a 
dosely Inicgraipd property complex; ihe provided a way out of the Littef, 

since, funhermptc, the landlords power over (be land on lease ttnd over tile 
leasdiolder wns mudi looser* And aince presentatiotis of frequently 

occuiTtd in Merovingian rimesp^ and the great estates alaO| as we now know'j,^^ 
were iJevdoped during that perindf we must assume that the economic and social 
clianges brouglit ^bout hy these did not appear for the first time in the bier 
CstrolingtE^n periods There must liave been at the same rime an improvemenr in 
the econamie and scoal position of beneficiaries. 

The same appli^ also to those Sit and semi-foee men who had not rtjodved 
pcmjicia^ It is true that there wns no real improvcinent in ilieir oonditiem eveii 
in CaroHngian thnes. On the ccmtmry, the ouihrealts of discontenr among llwse 
clstsses, for tLOfuple in Saxnny, might be regnrded aa proof iltai the /tri already 
plvv-ed an iraportant pm ^; tnde^i ilie Empmr LDthar hoped by die Iwlp of 
the /iff in be able lo humiliate iIh: powerful nab}e$, the baguf of the Stdlin^ 
{SielSngii^hnd)^^ I have already proved firom tlic sourecs that tn Carolirtgbn 
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tirofis tht cottfiomic sitiLiticHi of the stmi-free iKraniff more li 

fa kmwitt ihat cvett m ill* Merovingian perind the Chunii (avemred and 
Mommended manumission as a work pleasing to GodJ There was already a 
remarkahly targe body of freedmeii whose inKrtsts ihe ehurcii upheld^ The 
pit^em of these fretdmjen and their le^ posidoii was an imponant part of the 
legisfattve programme of Ccmndls from the djeth ceniory onwirnis.* Even in 
Staovinghin limes three serving-folk of both sexes were fined on e^'ery royal 
farm (yilh) at the birth of a royal prince.^ That would involve severd himd^ 
frccdiTtcn at a rime. The entry into religioiis fife also affintled m oppctritnity 
to many unfree per^ns to txOTftie free.* The freedmm wm usually providm 
with Und by the temiozia! lords- But it is a mistake to crmpltssfae only the ne^n^'e 
molts of this procesSf nainely that the ^emt-fiee were depressed agatm" 

The cfimplalnfs from which wr leam of this diow Ijow vlgtmni^ly iliese 
semt-free classes fought agaitm the tendency lo force tliem back into bonda^, 
ftetjucnily even gping so far as to flee and to re&ae service." 

Further, we ouglit noi to ovtdook the fact that it was dmdriy tn the Lnterest 
of the territory] lords to make ihdr often thinly popuLitetl and not infrequently 
waste land economically more profitable^ by granting land on favourable terms 
and aflording ad^-antageous economic condirians- kfeniunfasion increased the 
persurud pardcipattem of the tenants in the profits^ provided that suitab!* grants 
of land wm made ta dicuL Hereditary leasehold and occurred both 

m the Merovingian kingdom and among the Visigodis,* ^ the existenoe of 
WfBccftiua/rj in Ae sixth century has been ddrniwly proved by Gregory of Tcfuts*' 
Tlic?sc freer forms of land-Jeascs must h^vo very mudi strengthened the class of 
semi^^froe. This ts drar from their practical re^cs, for at (he beginning of dw 
C^FoiUtgisn period there fa & special category of seigneurial Hufatj called koiuic 
iidikti, whkii were larger tium ihe jenrUej^ and carried fewer burdens. 

The Hri thsappear Later; they have already pnly g^ne in die ninjh oennuy^ 
though not as completely as earlier scholars thought Some of then beennw! {%i!^ 
with the free tenantSt but iherew, i.e. ihe majoriiyi were merged irt 
At that dme already /frtand cenrtef&j were trying lo improve rhdr general paddon 
by attempting to secure freedom, not from all conneciitm widi die great estnie 
in gcnral, bur from the local compufaion of the demesne.” But abo\*allsi the Gic* 
rltai the lift could acquire property, md make omiiacts, mask it possible for die 
more ElBdcftt man to purcliase his freedom by means of that properrji'. This fa 

proved not only by the L€X Ffifioni^ hut by a seties of Alemaiuiic doctimenia 
belonging to the ^Hy Caiolmgian period.” £iif who possessed no freedom of 
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movrnwnt mild In tills w^y purchase! I^J£^ rigiii of mobility from tbeU forcU. 
Among Uu! yurgUTwiinns it was a regubr ciiRtiKn^ even m tlie fiiih eenoiry, fot 
freedmen to buy for m-tlvc penruuion to go wlieic die)" wiilj^idL* 'hitts 
greater mohilify vrss rmide possible and difci ga^-e rise not only to better and easier 
distribtJtioo of ernpluymcnr of bbnur in die diffemiT ngriaikurd cetmtSj bur 
a!s£i oMblcd rniEi to obinin more favourable eeonormc co^tions^ The cmimki 
in paitimkr couM^ after payitag ilictr agreikl loit, die fflcoeat of their produce 
to enrich themselves- 

The subject of rmnumksion now leads us to cotisickr the lowesi! das^ of the 
populadout the urdree* Tlie tiumbet of these to be foiind Ltt ttie pre-CaroIinginti 
pcpuhiion has been very variou^y ^ttmated by «:liotflr:^^ Tacitiis^ in his tims^ 
sp^s of unfree per^ns and ind^ disdnguishes rwo classes* those who were 
originally tree but lost ihdr freedom by sEol^ing ii in play ^ | and ibe rent^paying 
mnajits of landloni^^ of the same tj'pe as dw Roirvan coloiu.’^ Unfree persons 
existed, ihwefore^ m large numbers fran riie early Gennan period and were rv^en 
used for economic puipctscs outside the lord'$ house- 

During the next period^ die so^lled fnigrahons^ ilie wm in w'ldeh Herman 
sway was abolished and the appropriattim of land by die Germans, must abo 
Iiave cooskkrahty increased the number of sla\-is,* even if we do not belkvt in a 
geneial enslavement of the free Romans,* Theri! is no doubt that even when 
tile new German were in course of foundation^ afrer die migrariiins, 

there woe a large number of slaves, mi only in die West but m rhe also. 
Tills h proved by the numerous manumisrions wldch look place in MErovingian 
tiracs,^ and by the greoit iacrcase Ed die slave trade. This Ita$ sumeiEmcs been held 
only to spply to Neustria^* but -are must not forget that leguLnium about the sale 
of staves occur in various folk laws of the Innta" and East German tribes^* and that 
even Tacfius fas we saw just now) tdls us that dte CemKins sold freemen, wlio 
had becDiTC riaves because tbey had staked themselves in pby*“ Passages in 
Paid die Deacon leveaJ similar occurrences and make it dear tnai I&rge numb^ of 
sbvesp especially captives In war, were sold from Inner Germany to dneSoudL^ 
Some folk btt"5 acuity forbid the sale of slaves; for example, the Frisian Law 
forbids them to be wld to /nz^ucur gmtes m order to prc>ient their being killed 
as sacriHces by tbe headien-^ But this cannot have been the only rea^n for ih^ 
prohibinrms* The Alemannk Law forbids the saEc of daves miiside die counir)", 
whedier to lieadicm or Christian, unless m die oommand of the DukcJ® Nor is it 
true that only Inrter Germany cJtiried on a idave trade with the Roman lerritorietJ^ 
for we Icam from the Burgiindkn Law that staves were ©old by the Franlts to 
BurgundVp^ and thesamemay bemfcrTKi from thedemM of die Ctmucil of Chalons 
(6}9-6f4)1 wbenein h b yd down diat no Chrisrian may be sold as a sbtve 
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outside the tingduinJ U shemid ako be mited iltji the sale of fondtgn sJavs (^erw 
altim) is often tneotionod in die folk btvE,“ Cl^rly 2 trade in slaves carried m 
not wily by tfaclr masters, but also by pnifeational ^Uve^^dinlets, among vb>m 
ihfi Jira-s fiiim rifly pbyet! an Imtxtmni paii** 

It is now for the first linw pDsdbie to imderstand ibcr numeroos ptnhihinons 
ndatirtg to the sale of (iwnmJ In almost all tlse folk law's there b a <kcree ihal 
such t^c ^lould not be allowed dti^r instde or oudsick the ^laie nr the proiTnroe * 
the persons Sold must be brought hack and tutored to freedom^ and if tilts cmilJ 
not be done dieit weijeld nuist be paid. Piesumably many freemen had in this 
way sunk into shvery, probably incfeasing the number of slaves otitsidet rather 
that inside their horne-country. It h at once evidenr ihat ihe slave rnidc not 
confined to the markes of Neusttia. On the whule^ we miiy ussojue that die 
number of manumissions e^tceeded the number of ensiavefrumts^^ which scEOimts 
for the surprising phenommon dsn there W3s not a great mciesse in serfdom 
during this whole period** 

! have alteariy drawn attenrion to other droittstanc^ besides the numerous 
manumL^ions, which tndiote an impfo^ement md alleviariofi in due fiondirian 
of rile unftoe- Above the oftHcpioted prindpte that a nurriage between free 
^nd unfree depri^^d thtdr oSspring of freedom was no longer of general applica¬ 
tion* On the comrury'j if» free wonum nmrrkd a a charter from the lord 

(ccnctUcatuflay mJghi tnake freedom postble for die ofBpring of the uniom 
ClutrtcTx of diis Itixbd are found dready in the Mefovingian period, as, 
for eacamplCf those of Angert ^nd of Mitculf-^ Moreover, it was possible for 
the children of irnfree women 10 be preserved from davery by pious dodlGfdott 
in dw churdi Cfmtiffriorifj).* Rnally, rauny men W 4 jn dietr fr^imi by giving dfoct 
to the provision In Roman law' for a ihiitj‘-year period of and dsey 

alsu assutnfd ir arbitrarily, as w^ see from numerous law^its in the early Frankish 
period.* 

One point deserves especial nudee; at ihe end of the Caroltngian perioch in 
which, according 10 the usual theory, there was a general depression of fteernen,^ 
we leam from ^riitioiis sources, cspeciaUy in East Geimany, that (hete was a mairked 
lack of filarveSp^ There must, therefore, have been m irnpriTviimctit in their ron- 
ditkin, and they must haw begun to rise in die social scakn The devebpinent of 
the gteat esmics, cspeoidly Jimong the Germans, had 3 posidvEly benefkid effect 
in this direction* Tadms notioed die grat diSerence between Romam and 
Germans in thdr tteatment and employment of x^rvr*^^ He espcdally notes that 
on seigneurial land they wcie Arming on didr own 9 scooi 4 ii. Waiip remarked 
that " in Gaul this ptarrire was tlie cause of a amriderahle impruvement in the 
posidon of slaves," ^ And another factor may be noted m this cornteetjon. 
At the beginning of Caroiitigiaa mnes a special group became distinguitbed among 
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thff in tTinb^E to th« pi^prtL Evm in 2 ^Ier 9 V'»ng}m 

tirn« tile Aini wati wat legally ^perior to ordiodiy slavo. They 
Irene not common mimeifia-f ssi Src per ddnarium^ nor iilaves wiihctii pfoperty like 
the btii wko c\-en befoee martnmissiiMJ po^ses^cd 

land and probably alio mixncif ia^ Thus some ^avea were alte^dy able lo own 
propeny ^ the bfwl of the with its appiirternnoes aci:otding m jbe 

Rcjnuji mcKtek » described as his pcmltmi and he as 4 jOT'ut pe^anaiii.^ 

Tims tlicy vrzrc iafer able to Emoin fiill jrwJnni, to some extent tn conset|ucnce of 
manumission,/^rr ATfarhim onie r^gfm^ Witb tiif devdopment of the great estutes 
sudi appmnimcftts of m^mafht tD ffufm (miurj-i} mtisi have become mom fm|uent 
as rhe es riiixi of one Inrd beoitne moie itzumsive. In consetpienct: of ifce scarfcered 
TianiTie of die lands, whl^ they had gained prcce: by piece hy fiutneroiis single 
convtymccs^ it was 10 the adv^nta^^ of diese landlords to exploit thorn hy the 
useful method of j^fvt eaiatL A typica! example is found in Merovingian tims in 
ihc decayed esatei of the bishopric of Rlidms which wne ratored and 
econooai^l^’ iraprovied by planting c&hni to die vaxinus villages^* 

Moreovier, these ruimerous grants qf land to dnitdi and king,* which ^ 
mgardEd as die diicf SiEiurce df die growth of great e^ifatcs, brou^t widi them 
another phenotnenon, to wludh, in my opinion, sidfiEkm hnpomm^ has not 
been attaclied, from the point of view of sodal history^ Tftese grans were often 
accompanied by the maimmtssiDn of slaves who were hanch^ over to the pro- 
Tcctiim of the rectp«f«*^ Thiig^ entry into the imioti 0/ a great estate (especially 
an ecdesiasTkal one) bd in an rmpTOvemfiiiT in thdr posidoti. 

S 1 aFe$ became tied to the soik i.e. they eoutd not be transferred widiout 
dw nor the H^fc -R-ldiout iltem.* It ’b-s? nor in die secand half of the eighdi 
cefilury that die sirvi cai\!id were for die fim time ODimted among the unrri&StUia^ 
while the rest of the m^dpia were still coroideted motniia ; dtb is no tnnnvadon 
as compared with Merovingiiri times« There are alr^idy similar commenTS m J 
cmizitaih tif the Empemts Vaknunmi] and Grarian in the second half of the 
foiirrh centtity^ Again, ocmin Ftmnnliriea of Angere reveal the same simation 
in die seventh century tn nspect of the mandpia The bw is therefore 

an old one, and not a Carolinipan irniovatioti. Moreover, wiih fegatd to this 
developmffiu, the Edict of Theodoric had altieady made certain exceptions, by 
which ilw rracksfermce of such rnwidpia might also bo pErmitted without tile 
tfiunoiilm.* Nevertheless, even grantu^ thiii ihb immiibilitj'd" mtmdpift h an 
old kw, in existence &om the fbut^ to the sev'enrh ocntinie^ D:iiuseo^ devdop- 
ment must have been not iroin mobility to ttmnobdity but vice versa. In tlib way 
die meaiuns of the regulation in the £^ium w'hkh was intended 10 

supply die tsfck of labour fur urban indusmes^ becomes clear. 

This rnobOization of unfree agricultural btbourets for w^ort in die towns 
did not mvulve any daange for the wotsc, but rather an improvement in their 
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*3 has b«ti mltcji for gtajii^ in ajaKiiiiig tlws hm period of the so- 
oilbd ris« of town Ufi? in Germany. In ihe uiwm thiCK unf?^ ekmems of the 
popukikin found iww and oeminly mOfc fa^-ourtibfc^fflmlitioas of labour.^ Sudi cm- 
ditkm^ iunm-er, did mi arise in ufisan ceniftss alcMw ; they dso apperniel within 
lift E?reai estates them^di^^^ with ilieir ccttammly ocpaitding tEfmtory and pow?r* 
Tlie or^:ani^non of \hi^f great econotnic ataivity made it poss&le to iniliie the 
pcrffij:iaIc&ciencyofe3dimai^ way that cogid nnt bcdanemsmdlerctXK^eni^ 
N gme rtHts ofEcsals and overseers became jieccssaty *—stewards^ baiJi^ forcattita, 
hunisiTHm, (^ciiniiR, rangers, budefs, managers of srucb and ef fisheries^ and 
many others; indtsiduaJ aihility md 3 pecbl still coutd become imponant in 
sdgneuriat mide» or m service as messefigers or sotefiets. However subordiiuEe ibe 
legal positton of these unfreehouse-ser^-anES md industrial workers may Iiave been, 
ii was often better than that tjf the unfrtre peasant ow-iog due^ Even if iherj^ all 
onunted Ic^lly as serkj In practice d^dr economii;: [mpomoce varied greatly mih 
that of flleir loni and with dlie natnne of their employment 

This diffcnmriaiion wilhtn the Large socbl cIk of the tinfree, wlddi v. Inarm- 
Stemegg regarded as the “ spedfic mult" of a later period ((mth to twelftii 
centuries)^ was iilready m eshitn^ long before, and was not introduoKi for 
the first rime tn the Carolingian enu* Wiih rhe growth of the great esiam 
and theatfmainn of culiivanon to Iwdtnto ggculdvatcd Land by means of mlama* 
don md tbe mitmiucliod. <if speciaf fonns of agriculture^ hn' cramplc vine- 
growings better conditions vf land-tenure appeorci Not only later, btn ^ early 
as Mfi^ovingian tunes, clearings and vine\^iutb ted 10 the d^clopment of free 
hetcditaiy holdingSv In tlw Formularies of Angers (sievenllt century) 
or Trli&im (caitma ^wriarioa) already oceurs In the esse of vmeyntds^* and the 
form of ihe pri^^aria w-os afoc used among the settlefs (^a£i:oiai%i) who reatved land 
for reedamodotL* It should also be no^ dial at least some of occlesisstkal 
a>l0ffi amoEiE the Aiemannj * and Baiuvari ^ wtre aljeady d^nbed a* freemen, 
whiMas in tlie West they were siifl on die whole considered as utifttse** Moreo%'cr^ 
frem a sodol point of vkw^ the growth of f^mt estates by no means produced only 
unfavourable muli^ In the fight of uhat hove already fi^cned about die old 
Mark-^soctaiion we can now micrpret the matter coirecfjy* We liave seen * that 
there were already Mark-assoopiions on the gxeat seigDCiiriiil estates of the late 
Roman period, and that they conrinucd with diese into die early Middle Ag«- 
They were not, os wa% fomteriy bclle\Ttl, cumrntiiiines of free peasants posseting 
the common cr%tieiship uf d:e village Mirk. Even in ihcir capadty as tetiants of 
^.eigiKijirbl tynd the>* po^cssed certain riglits, whicb can caaily be derived from 
die economic intemsts nf the gre^t estue itsdfp i.t certain rij^its of inheritance 
in rite absence of direct hrir& of a deceased monbet, and tile rigiit of vttning file 
seolcmeai of strangers to tlie village and ilie Mark- The former was intended 
10 tafeguard die unditninished rent for die lord, both these rigbti sought 

* CC fr. Icjma-SiHDi^ il, iQ|, jjyt sth^ ti*li?', Qupfcw X- 
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to mainQin the lenaQi in 3 potsiuom in wliidi be was capable df dkdiafgjng 
his in ciiie? mid services^ and u^ih this purpose b vle^- to protect 

him agaimr any [nfrtngcnfi&tit of liis oivn rtgfttSL In the same itay the pro- 
octupanoTi of du lord vA\h the yield of his estate * k refltctc?d in ibe riglu of 
rodamaticTti which, alroady in the Roman period^ the lord had cntvcctJiid to the 
pfv rata /^semonh-^ 

Ttiere k no douht that all th^ rights brought: about an economic :md sadal 
tmpmifemcnt in die position of tenants on rhe great csiates^ eapedally ns re^ds 
die fetal hrunleni which had pressed upon tbsm in Roman times and wltich now 
gradi^ally tfesppe^i^ in tliese Ccxmon States, It [ranspiros that the small peasants 
wcni over in large nurobm to the Cennans becmise th^ enjoyed tii« ire favourable 
cojidjdons there,* Given die necessary application and eJEciency, di^ could 
extend didr holdings tnp^ brir^ng wante Ijind ttnder ctddv'nriofir Tlie imperia] 
^liLctnienta on tllb pojfu Natiriana^^ etc.) should therefore be Teggmcied m 

meastiiTS alie^y tal;en in die Roman en for tbc protection of the peasatitry* 
Tl>e peasaqi tenants bad also a sliate rn all tlie advantages of a liighcr agriniltura] 
lethniquct wirieh was practised ijn tbe large esiati^ and was not ivalljahle to iii« 
free peasant on his own small Iioldh^. Among the foremost of ^adt advantages 
were ihe jamision of fonntag equipment, such as s^d and twlsi and a dazre in 
productiYe plants sudi as bak&oveii% ^Tne-presses, smithis, and raJII^ I lave 
already spoken of tbe advantages enjoji'eid by the peas^mts on tiie great 
owing TO the privileges possessed by tiitdr lords.* The hrimimimi protected them 
from the direct encroachments of public officials^ who could not enter land thus 
freed nor exoidse force over its inhobit^tSw Thfiir ford represented them in public 
courts of justice^ he watdied over dicm^ and indeed he lilm$elf 500m came to 
arrauge tJieir miKtary service. 

It must not he fargcjnen that the state obliged the nefo and these great l^nd- 
teds in patiicubr, to look after like poor,* and the measure of their regponsthiltry 
depended on dw extern! of tiictr esmn^ Not only did they erect diurches and 
chapels on land, bur also hospitals and shelters for strangers. They done 
were in a posidon to advance ready money at need," 10 give credit, and in the lasr 
resort to bestow annuiiies upon diildless or disabled persons, in order to preside 
for ifieir old ^e, In roturn for their plot of land (tmSsi&y j in slmrt, they became 
rosponflible for a full a4!id embmdng socici-poliiicat activity, which tt’ss greatly 
to die ^vantage of the p<x>to classes of the ptiptilaticin, and th n at a time wiien 
the state wus not yet in a position U> catry out ^udi dntks on il 3 own accotinu 
'nicse feppy consequences of the growth of great rsiates did not^ how‘TrveT, make 
themselves fdc for the first time in the Carolingian period, iikt tire estates them- 
selves, these improvements came into ousreuce crazlicr$nd derived specta) stimulus 
from tire representative pa/’ iJKaeUiftci of large Land^owncrshlp^ whicli Iiod been 
growing up sin-^^ late Rojujid times* That representBti ve was the Omreb, wtrit its 
charitable functions and :ums.’ 

. 4 gainsr ifre abuse of power, of w'hicb the great landowneis rtti^it be guilty 
In tife pre-CaroUngisn penod, above all against the oppression oftheccoaoitiically 
weakest ami poorer,* tlie ccimbimuioa of the tenanis, now so munerous^ 
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pn>viciC!d tiu: of a strongcf tesistarH?e- Oil these great e^taies and bnd- 

contplexfis seeds were sown for the fortttaticni of tights of aad states- htaooiia] 
custom^ wludi TS'sa gradual!^ evolving^ was by no uteans^ as used to be ihotight, 
the Ie\clltng of a initfomi mass of tenants all bwad by ideifricd dues* but dbpliiy^ 
a diiTeroiitiatiun of status aecordmg to the diiTerrm legal conditiofi of the various 
tenant grOiip$^^ Thh is not true only of the liiier period after the tenth OTituiy* 
for if aireatiy in pte-CaroliJigian times the peasant tenants oti the large estate 
diileted among themselves both in persoftnl sfaiacs and tn dwir land titles," it 
ine^ns that the prerequisites for such a process were already tbert 

Here, iherefore, the old sodal tsobnem of the small free peasant latmers was 
more easily oveEcomeg and a asnsotidaiion was effeiied wliidt, in the event of a 
thieat from without Or of an tnfHngemcnr of dicir wtmld act aU the mote 

chreeily if ihosecuncetned were numerous and near ai tmuL As a marcer of faa, in 
theCacoIin^n period as well as in bie Roman times, weflnd evi denr g of r rriiitnn .ee 
and of eo-opetatix iinions on the part of these tenants on sctgneurial states* of 
nefiisab of service and tebdUcuts agaitist their lord/ There h no fundamental 
dUTerence In this maUcr between developments in die Gentian period and ihc 
misery of die hue Roman aj^ i even in pre-Carolingian dines there was no bek 
of such peasant rebeUkmSw I need only numnen the m-oif of the people in die 
territory of Limoges In 5791, when they were oppressed by lieavy taxation..^ 
Nc^'etthdess, in diese German statiss of tlie early Middle Ages fxmdiiiQnS were 
better than betbit for the peasants, diidty because the small peasant fermer was nor 
hantled over to a big leaseholder (eofu/u^ior) against li-hose caprice the reptesenta- 
ttve of the SEnie (the imperial procurator) gave nu protecrion, ag tbsy were 
so often in collusjoji owing to thetr common Iniercscs-* We have aJieady seen iliat die 
early German monardis among tlie OsrrogndiS and Visigoih^ Burgicvdiam and 
Franks^ and die dukes aincmg the AlemarLEii and Baiuvari* struggled against 
ih& great laodlords and stood up for thesmaU freanen, and especially protected the 
peasants againsf luijusr dcmajids from the lords by (bring their economic services** 
Fiutherniorc, the Church, rrai tlluugh a targe property--owfver itself it 
tpui to a great otfeni die s^e interests as the l^ aristocrwcy* soon broke down 
til* iiitJierto solid might of tlie great estaiciv For tG possessions were quite often 
direatened by the socukr nobility^ or* mther* by the ofikbls of ihe state, and 
especially the counts* Tl tried to protca its^ spiim dieir enOTachments by 
obtaining grama of immunity^ and it came to the aid of tlic poor and weak*^ It is 
tig acddent tliat the folk laws imdertixik above all the r^ubuDn of the dues of 
tenants <111 Chirtch lands* and seem to have laid down majuinmn scales whicJl could 
not he exceeded- The regulauons of the Alemannic Law * on du$ point imutodiate ty 
follow thme which ate directed agjaimt die eKpmpriarion of ecdesiasucal property 
by the laity-* Tliosc of the Bavarian Law ^ end wifo die rignifiani pmhibidon: 
tam^n inwsn mminM oirprtmas. ^ Here we iiave protective legfelatare, 
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specuUy m behalf <rf the luiiree, -which wiis bounJ to biii^ ibout improve 
mcf\i in tbrir padtroiL 

A aiimLir proccsi nwy be ttiwd m EngkmcL Ao^^dini; tx* the Re^diuJlmrs^'^ 
the pessina wat m do wliat they had been rwU to do,*" and tlm mnot be 
inte^med * in dw liglu of a series of labour 5er\ ioK Jeff to the aiprice of the 
Jotrl, for ilie same fonnub k ako found in those whkb wm deSmiely 
innmded to proti^ the peassni^ ajid ^-hidt evei^ like the Bavartxn Law, aim at 
fixing these service lo tljdj- lidvantaipL® 

In my '■■iew die oondittont of the time anc to be expLaihed miiu* difiermidy. 
Again and again the tmdltional custom k taken as die norm and smndard for tliese 
smice- No burdtsr^ no increased demand above twhat luuj been hirherto 
the custom was to be aUowcL* It k certainly dgrdfic^t that the wcFfd ^nfvurndb 
was altesdy being usuid as the tedinkal tribute and taxcs-i* In England, 

the at die oid of die paragrapb about peasant emplia^hses 

the mBinienani:£ of the ofd lystetu of propeny in land and popuiiir cnstorcL* 
Thus tlw peasants had n means of protection if a new*' or imuaual increase of 
their burdens were imposed on them. Tliis h shown clearly by tiumerous spedfic 
examples which exm be found in .Mcrovmgkn rrmp^ TTuts it is sdd that King 
Dogobert laid **" imaccustomed tiibuEc (intmm c^mu) on die people of Bourges* 
and that tJie btier cotnplaLned to theti* blsbopJ We also leam thar die popular 
revolt of the people of Lunoges in 579 was emsed by dtitinpnaw wvm « 
graiii iniroduced by King Clulperic.* At the Coundl of Q^cmt (oO the 
bidiops told King Uteudebert diat he diould conumt himself wiifa the 
** customUTy ” taxarian, and iliat e4dt mm should pay only rlie dsik^t triSuta^* 
This also IdVa trace in the formulary nf die tmmiimty-charters of the eighth 
century, in whkh the demands whidi arc prohibited seem also to inctude nov%tt 

The consol idadon of these mtfn who were bound to mrvke is reAecred In rhe 
genera! term expressing their ohligaiion ; they are called c0tuuciuJinarii among 
die Franks in the early Camlingian period ^ and in F-pgland in tbe clevcnih 
century. ^ The land i tscif, in respect of wliJch dae Iinlders, even freemen, axe accord- 
irig CO custt^m 10 perform scrxa'ccs^ is called iwn i‘0Tls^i^^tu^£n^;^riJi^^ Thus the 
CDucepis involved art those of men suhfe^c to dues* and of land bearing dijjfcs, and 
their meamng is not confined to die unfree and tlifi serai-frec- 

Th^das^of&aliiSffrii ilhistianssdiis process of devclopmmcmostsignifiismdy.** 
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UntiJ reccnily known about tlam. A corain pssttg? tn ihr scuroc^ 

ibe point of which lias long boe^i t«a>gmm]| mdicaicf that not only btcih kit sJw 
tfcJhi&—the grant of laid^gti.cs rw la a class of Roceoi Itdian 

sdtolai^ ha^ie fiiuiUy ckared up tfae whtrie maticr^* by showing iJiat this tsm 
expressed itio social eqtmltty of Jxeadin^, who bad k^ra cfttandpat^ by ifie sainc 
loftL an? not a f^ienomenon peculiar to Lombard hw^ nar are they to 

be found only m France^ but also m England, -wirre they ate called boors^ and in 
Bavaria.* In the laTter the term denotes members of a free soda! class. 

N- Tama^ia demonstratihi die exisienoe here of a conneetjon with Homan 
corbdltions^and based his splanadon also for Ba^-aib * on the -wdbknowu sun-ivd 
of the renonadts of Koman popuLimon- TTius we have before ue 3 c<mbinadon 
of menj odglnarii:^ In the erstwhile sb\'ery of die freedmerv* and this also explains 
the comiTEon ri^ts which we find larer in the teblions of these £ir/ 5 icm with cadi 
other.r These are very Uke chose of the ^{aik^tssociaces, for they mdude a 
pdo^ claim of ndg^ibopm to land tn the case of its alienation as wdl as certain 
rights of inhentance over it, and finally common over the undivkied land 

of the village Q 5 rwidflr)A Indeed a LaQabml charter ctf yjo^ whicb with 
ihts has been regairkd as importune evidenoe for the sdsiena: of the Mark* 
sodadon^*^ Tliese are also failed remwwirij with reference to the 

service whidt rliey owed their common lord.^ Tlic importance of freedmEU in the 
p^owth of a class of mmhurcal^^^ whkh wt dealt with iibove in general Jenns * 
H here further explainecL For in France at a bter date oJHciik were chosen fconi 
among ihc coUii^rdf and in some dnmmf^^iiccs ihey entered the knightly dass. 
Within the great estate ir w^ noi only the unfrec who were given Httfin (tmf;itmru} 
which enabled them lo improve th^ posiuofi and therefore ro rise in the sodal 
scale, but also the tinfree who worked in the lord's hoitse. Here a word may be 
said about ihe^oeri and giixInJL I have already renndced thai I do not regard these 
simply as a sttiedy uiuform dafs of slaves ; some of them were certamiy freed^ 
menJ II is especially noteworthy tJiat these tetms appear fo be used not merely 
for the unfrecservants of the king^but gpnerallyvm the sense of fimiuliotmbiijtru^ 
As now in the king’s housdiold some^ though not alL of the unfree scrv-aji£S 
were put on an equal footing with die fieodmen so also m the case of ihe 
Oliver great estates an improvement in the sodd po&idon of die unfree might be 
brought about by tnanumisdon, especially as similar opporuoiities for adminb- 
trsuive cmplojmenr were avaikWe, owing to the growth of the great create. It 
\s generally assumed ihnt the administrBtive sywem of eccbsi^ticiLl and secular 
properties was copkd from that of the crown hnds,^ Wc have atready seen thai 
some of the fuai rtgii who were Sd rose ta the positions ofemmt and 
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But tvm ccNiiplettiiy unfree persons were t^bed in Memving^ tiam ro die ofike 
of count and to other In ihe sijcih cetttury M imkiag ^umiple of dib b to 

be found tn die hi«ory of L<udj*ftcs, a man of utife ongm who rose tn the king's 
service till he became count mid even dweA nui seems ro fave lappened 
very fitquetuly in Spain. "The thirteen di Counctl of Toledo (dS 5 ) pfomulgaied 
this cecumentcsl deem. ? ui txapm tervit factiStux vti irirftis 
Auim maltm prae^umptw/iU tudhs w wvtii m vil 

/iherttxii W pafatuia e^eia ironjedT. ^ 

Tins same is true of the Chuidi^ a£ we soe fTOoi Guarani's coltecdonof 
passages from the sources cofuca^iiing the dilTereitt offices on ihe great 
esates,* Fibchl Im akn shown, tn Eiis work on the od^ of episcopal v^aa^abge,* 
dial from Merovitigian dines bbhops and abbooi often took the field jt dbe 
of armed troops^ and dm ihrir vassals were called upon wt only for pnlltsfy 
purposes but for oduer services of the mese vaned nature. Even under Charts 
die Great there wexe unfn-e episcopal vassals, hut antcug die episcopd servants 
die ktii^dy Vassi came into prominence <ptLte ejidy. An izcipm\'ement in social 
position must have occurred here abo^ Vah^salage without tinefiemm disappeared 
by a process of restradficaiim, as ii dtd among the by je^foratJJ- Even under 
Qiarte ihe Great an increaging number of episcopal servants were in pc^esfion 
of 

In both cases ibere were slmibr econamJe and social condifions and siicukr 
interests to be safeguarded, both in the [idmjiustjanna of the large estates and m 
mUiury mgtters^ a^ ihe political position gained by these imnumity-lordslups 
in the Mexovingbn penod, during the great wars and ttirtnoib in the Fiankldt 
kingdoms, had to be pronseted.* 

In future it wiU be impossible simply to poim to the depression of the 
common (refimen as ihe one diaiactarisnc phenomenon of the sodal development 
af thc^ umea. Tlie virile upward raoveracai of the lowe claasts, ami parriculariy 
of ih* tmfree, whkh is eveiywlietc apparenr^ was a far more influtntiai &etor in 
tile remarkable tncrcase of the semi-free popubdom Only on this assumpdon is 
it possible to tinders tand why, in spite of tliat depression, w^hkh w;^ not of later 
origin, ilicne were still a large number of common freemen ai the begiiuimg of the 
Cacolii^fcin period The fact that these favourable socliil tcndendcs were acrive 
ai that ttme conszimres a significant progress as compared with the bre Homan 
period Tliis advance is due to the T>ew &ciots of growth, abov'e all eo the German 
peoples and eo the CburciL, by means of whidi the elements of both eotmomic 
and politurol life were reorgamaed. The ^cond of these fador^ mirsr now be 
considfrred. 



chaftto vin 


THE CHURCH 

F or 3 li 5 ng dme past and far good r»sori Chrisiiamtyp and te represcncati^i'*, 
the Chun^f have been credited with an important part in fhe feconstmedon of 
Emtopeun edture. The Chm^ in the first place asiiurrmediatY between 

indent ctvilixaiioii and the new Germanic SPtes^ Reoeni sdudarship ha$j how* 
irv&, revealed a pfctuie mttusvim didbertt m its essendstb fitstn the one presenz^ 
formerly, Ai one rimr the foreground was oversltadnwtd by ibc gmut wt^rk of 
conver^on accofnplished In the new Centianic siat^ the basts of the politkd- 
power of CuboIkWt and the Roman Churdi. With the growing can^Trton of 
the existence of a ^oai cuhnrd diasrn betn'«en Antiquity " and the '* Middle 
Ages •*, and the coiKeprioc of rhe latter 33 a.'^fundainentaily new die 

Church Bcquited a vitsd impartnoce as mediartir betw^een the old and d^tfo^'cd 

E :r and the pew% primitive pre^nt. Such bypcjthje$e 3 nattunllv enused social 
torians to pay lirde attondon to tisc earliest periend of the diiEisionof Onisdanity* 
ocoming as ir did during die decay of antiquity and before the fomuiaDon of the 
Germaaik stax^. 

Recent detailed research into ibe beginnings of Christianity tn die vadoi^ 
West and Miid-EuTopean bnds lias made it possible ro fomi a more accurate 
jutlgment tm this question. With the increisijig rcdkadDn that the nansidon 
ftem laic Roman to early medieval development acconipU$bcd wiibotit ibe 
t9ta$irap]^ furmeriy imagtned^ the meaniiig and tlte essence of that primiti^'^ 
Girtsnanity has be^ better understood^ 

We know tc^y that as early as die end of the second oenmry there were 
Chdsusn cidtinmmiria not rmly In Soutlvcm Gaul (Lyons) but also m the Rhine 
and Moselle districts,^ As Chrisdroiry iud come to South^ Gaul from the Easip 
so it Eptend quickly from thence along the Riiine 10 Nonhetn Gau^ tlianks to 
ibe active movemeni of 0:5cfc within the Roman Empire- Ies proppgiuan was 
not so much to ibe army as to the tradas, craftsmen-i and hd^tners^ who came to 
Gaul from |t^y« ^'en in Roruan dmes OtristiaiB were 10 be found: not outy in 
the towns, ihe ocnires of tredc^ but also in the country, though on ihc whole 
Jiearhendoin lasted longer among the pagmi dun In die towns. Tlim has been 
definitely proved by dJscovene3 of early Christian: remains in various places—in 
the Saatburg, in the TEiunus:^ in Wiesba^^ Kmiinadip Bingen, NeusStEunn^and 
Baden wetler.* 

The manner in which the Germans became pemunendy senled to these 
dtstrios long before the colbpse of the West Roman Empire (476),^ farougjit 
them af once inio dtm comacr widi these Christians^ and makes it dear that di 

^ S« ■ flumtSY of die icukt trf nodt BocBih hr A. Haia*, 
l\ * ff.f iml ftp JL Arukst J. ^W, K ^ JVSftWWwt, -RCHiilp 47 K (x?l4> 

^ Cf. Ilwick, op, ctL^ iMj JoL Dk ikft QuiffguiiTriw luid def Khriii in 

Baikn^^ d. kad. Karmiaam^ sasv ijr, %o (1911). 
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rcdesia^di^ org^niiaikm of Rotrun lime^ not destroyed here* In rids ^fwi* 
rKT^idon ibe following f^ictor must liavc been panicubrty cfFccrivc- It ii^elVknrJwn 
that at tlut timrc^ before Edict of Milan 0i>), the a^erents of 

Quastbiilty were chiefly found among the tower cUssea* Sinoc the Germans of 
that early period one and all first entered ihc Roman world as depemkna and 
servants, whether and Atrrit or bouse-ser\'anis and bbcfttrers, this wdd 
e(|uivalence must hav'e played an exmonlfimrilY irnportiini part in promoting 
and eneoimigmg their intercoufse with the ChrisUinis* Too Ihtk Attention •sceim 
to Itflre been paid to this £]tct+ whkh really throws an important light on the spread 
of Qmstiamty- For not only in the West, hut in PannonPH on the Daivabe, and 
the Sarfe, the same process was tikmg pb^ A5S b clearly indicated in one of tltc 
earliest scnirces of die tranritioo period the Paxth Smtarum fmutu&r 

which d^mbes conditions among tSie lohouring population in the qimries 
of Sirmium even before the Edict of Milan and during tlw peisecu^ns.^ 

It b ateolmely wrong hj think ihai Oirtstianity entered only from the West 
(Gaul) and the souih (Italy), In that cSrly period a anting tdlueiice w^as al&o 
esterted over the Genaans &dm the EasL The East CcrniAtiiiC tribes^ espediilly the 
Godts, rec^ved Qmadaiuty frrmi the E 4 ist and brouglii It wcsmtirds wiih dim 
in their luigrationsL* An e^tamplc of Infiacnce in early Cermiuiic ctviEi^alion 
tony be seen to-day in the G^man vi>cahulary* ^Pltc word Kir^ht obviously 
coiner from ihe East, and so atso do and P/m^iag^* The word 

BiscAcjf may liave come direct frorn die Greek eV4ffifo?r(>f*wiihourp3ssingtlirou|^\ 
Laihu It has alr^idy been suggested that the Rurgundians liaci adapted Cbrisl- 
ianiry before thrir setTlcment on da? Middle Rhine, and hod perhaps even hrem^u 
ii from die East with therm* 

In ihb coimeciioii the discoveries made in various long barfOW 5 in the fourth 
and fifth amtinds m Alemonnic territory are noteworthy- The spoems, often 
found with the monogram of Christ, which were used for the Eucbariiit in the 
East, but wttre not allowed by the Roman Otuith, are espeedaliy dtarecietistic 
of thh influence- A sutmg J-lrflenUtic influenre may also be crao^ in the giasB- 
tnduntry of ilte Lower Rhine (Colojgnc) where die early Chriidan products go 
back to the fourth centuryp M early as the second ettmity glass-workers aune 
{rom die Hdleni^'c East to the Rhikie, and a similar influ;c oorurred again in 
the middle of the following cenmry** 

It has ako hem thought that Oriental influences were at work In the rntmu- 
mentat ^ of the early FtanHs!! periocU because, as the Cbujch spread in Gaul 
from die MeUenistk dries, Gallo-Frankish art also took its mspiration and its modds 
from the same source. Tlits point of view has been especially emphoabied by 
Smaygo^-ski in dealing with efte cathedral of Apart ahogether from this, 


* |r Tlmg, HJitntir jl AHfivun ^ ^ i^t iL* md cdlEki % 

* CX ihr tf tL v. Sdww In Jtt 

T, nS C (1911-11)^ 

* CC im AhAdXA^MttcAm ; Atar^^ 

S 3 mr^ ft, and Ac anidbe " RfrdK “ in rtw ^ datiMiJ^ 

Spj^w^kt fih m t 

" F Klu^ t4 ; «nd 31. y. Sdmlxrt, " Dk AnCkaat d. CJsrpitetmim M 4m 

\knpmfka^**^ Sh^ d. NwMhmf 191I, 

^ C£ ]l. V. ScttLLbhTjtk ciL. id, ^pu |l, 

* trX fF>h^ Fldiopr, AndirmL ^ Aflf4tfkgiF da QirialiefifiiiiTit hn Rbcirq^eliul,"' 

Oirjxfiib/;^ Unh:.iSfAr^ it 
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MeTTi^'bgbfi-FriEJdsh an strong of Orimtal infliufTKi^ ispectaUy 
in lEe TiiosaiC 3 oflii Dattratfe of ToduuK md of (he Qmtdi of Hiim, fauoded 
in 57 i hy sh* Ebhop of GcnHimt. tt b aW seen in the lyit; Umim taiwphagi, 
tV'hich fiin appntr m suit rounc] T<rtilousej nnd then cunnttin? in Bortleaux 
Pdtjcnu Tt!« belong chkfly to the sixth and ic^cnihceJiiuMS** 'Hie Odsit?] 
ckmcni m Wesicm art itrLdmjhtedly etba fttm ihe fifth to dglJih centum^ 
even ihough it must not be oven^fimated or thcjughi to be (he; only tnfliNmcc jjt 
worit^* *n*e tUuminiuet! nuctuuoipts oftbe Bible derived ihidr form and dectinmon 
from the Orient.* In die Cospd the Canones Tahles wre first worked oui 
tn Syria, and the adoption of tltis system suggested the fcsmrwork and jjDemtraf 
plan of the MSS., which wete ir^de in Italy, Cauli Spain^ and Bricam- Seit^eniJ 
mouves of Oriernal origin occur in the ornanacnmiicrn* Similarly* tn variouit 
Rhenidi walf-paintings there are omamenial or decorative elemenis of Oriental 
origin, such as tconographir forms and typical scenes, ^fltiey appeared in Western 
an even before the Frankish cm.* Rcoent leseardi into die Carolingian rninbmies 
Im^ reveled tite presence of n Greek name in dve Vienna Sc^i^qiji/nmiT^Eya^tgethft 
n direct proof tliat tile sources of the ornaments ijitKKfnced inio C^lingbn art 
from tile Vienna MS- jue to be found in the Easn* Thh is in accord vddi the 
literary evidence as to the importance of die Syrians in d^ Frankish kingdom^* 
!t noteworthy that Gregory of Tours employed a Syrian to interpret tn hh 
couiiiTyrnen the Syrian legend of the seven skepers; and Qiarlemapic employed 
Syrians and Greets in his airempr to revise the Gospd (ctoJ 

As in die West, cm the Rhine and in Barkn^ so alsc^ bi B.ivartiiiQirifftianiiy 
made Lis way erv™ in Rounn times. Reccui schokts have unammo^ly arrived 
ar the ecmclurion ■ that ibesc earliest Chrisriaiii eommuniri^ had a contumous 
existence, otidafTting the fall of the ^ W Roman Empiie 

The CcrmiHi coiiqiKrcrt^ did nor destroy theeoclisastical otsanizariiMi which 
ilie)‘ found in existence, 'flw administralinn pf the Qiurch, iis ritual fonns^ and 
its rdigitnis ami moral i etchings all nemained uruJianged, and were 13 ^ ovtsf by 
the Germaris from die fiifiking Rnmin world.* The condtitUty of setilemetu, 
whidi ]i.is been traoed in detail abovc^ gives concrete proof of thts,^ and diows 
iij the im which Gui^rianity 

Tlie cbionolwgical order of die earlM^E Chrtsuan coinmunitiea affords 
interes ting evidence of their origin and of the conditions neoessaty fonhfaxdevdop 
mear» Brides commuuiries in Egypt and Lybht, Italy and Spain* others appear 
first in Trier and Cologne* J.C. tn trie prindpat dtks of the Germanic pmvtnoes 
of the uid Roman Empire. From the time of Dit>dflrian* Trier was the diief 
city of Gaulj*^* and tliere wasa Christian seidemenr rhereeven in die second eentary. 


* K t.- 1 «l 3 irhp D. AfMwiHRrad&ruArrst ^ d. 

^ T^ijnKmKH lif3^ frian t^&c mdacribeii in A£;llelij^ fi,* ohi^ifLd. Abuf 
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* 5 «r (hrikaU «oofruvcn% DtrilEcim [>aibiUkr<ksUinisimn^ 

Hitter, /^i. an f A kai^ dlvUi, ii| fi. 

■ fku^ op. ^1.. t\ 4* r% + Abo H. V. Sdffihox^ JoJl Fidut* tarf cat 
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Cologne and Tongem come necr^ bdits ihdr impoftatioe In the Iftte Roman 
prriod^ In lhe$e populous cowro and trading ctOires of tiStf LtiFwef Rliiiii! ihci« 
were Chris dan communiiies ai the beginning of the foiirdi aentuty. Mdna on ^ibe 
Middle Rhine, rbe seat of the Roman gcrvemor and the chin gamson dty^ 
certainly had a church in the middle of the fourth tjcnmry, whicii was Requeni^ 
by 3 targe number caf lis inhahuanis** In Worms, Spclefi and Strasshurgj too^ 
Chriatianiiy dates back to die fouiih ceontry- 

We $ee ckarly how h sprsd—on a Romati and froni a Roman origin^ 
Several scholars fiave remarked that the new docitines spread atong the old Roman 
naads.’ This b obvious. The asuntiy dbmcis rtuire iKwiward; h^ 
too, aldiough tluf b^nning$ are more abscuret ihe generaldcvelopcnctii maybe 
traced. Lti measure as fl^ Und ome to be crplniwd first in the neighbourliood ot 
the Romar) towns and fom, Chrfcniamiy appeateci* Country cliureJies were 
feunded in various above all by the bi^ops whose sees were in the towns 
(eivu^re/). It was quite namral rha^ they should erect oiaiories Mid small churches 
on the estates given to theni by the pious. This happened even in the fnurdi 
oennity*; and especially in the viUages (via) with a fairiy large pcipubticHi. 

At die same rime diapela and churches wicfe also beuig bulk on the escites 
of the great lerrirorial lords (vilhe)- The by nobles, the lortb of senatmbl lank, 
were die finsi io adopt this plan; but they were not the only ones. Tltc people 
themselves also built chiund^ as early as the Roman period; traders and crafts¬ 
men contribuicd their share, and it was not the free population of the vSlbges 
alone who led the way; the unBnee or Krai-free peasants on the greai 

Roman estates pbyed thdr part also. We liave sottie of their votive lahletsand 
msexiptions and on them due are spedal refereoca to a fundus ; these ha w been 
explained by epigtaphists as denoting srigttcuriaJ or^barions.* Tlih is importajif 
because iKcU orgmizatTons lasted into the Germanic period* and it mtum that die 
old Gallo-Roman popubnoo mu$i hav^ intrtjdujmd titese eccksbstical insiituticms 
among ilse Gemuimc peoples who had settled in their midn. Owing to the frei^uciii 
use of the Germanic population in the coloruiation of Gaflo-Roitim tertitorv * 
iJiere were constant opportunirie^ for comact^ and therefore for reiigioLi^influEftces* 
Tills inijejoour^ eepUips the well-knowR £ict that Clirktianlty and PaganisTa 
were merged in yne mutber in die transition period, a phenomenon especially 
noticeible in the country J It was not simpty due to the feithfii! adherence of rw 
old Cel tie popubtion to’paganism. In the very places wliere this phenomenon lias 
been sliowm to liave e^red at the bcguiniug of ihe fifth cefinuy* round Tour^ 
Chartres, and Autun,® Germans had been settled for a long lime/ And rhe 
paganism which existed in Nortbem France arid in Fbndets when the Franks 
ajTived w must have been due to a considerable extern do the Saxons^*^ 


^ op- di-i ji " 1% ji C 

^ ihc bbliografi^y itivm Abcne, p. tfj. 
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A further £atw contribtiditg tlie foundbtion of coonory diurcEcs ajid 
parishes wss thought to be the Bcdvity of ffionka id ittsanr descfi ptacea 

be^nnipg in th* secrond half of ihe fifth cenimy.* Bur the positive 
ioipqrtzDos of mofUirictsm in ihc econornic evolution of Uie ooujiiry in diar early 
pertDc} was probably very small.* Monasodsm in those days was wiihout rule,, 
and there were few moRastcries, As a iruHxer of fact, monxiiic life in early ftfu gs 
waa chiefly solitary *; seclusion md jtscetidsm wore its most important feartUK 
These monks waflidnew into quiet dc^tsned places ; tlidr miin wiih was to fmd 
the most fevoomble opportuniiy fur quiet cntitemplatinn and sdf-abnegatioa 
'rhercforc^ from tljeir wry nanue^ they wm oppcK^ to the tendency to Ttnmd 
new humaji dwdling-plaffi and lo open up wa^te land to general cotonir^iM/ni 
Tile bcha\-iciur of Sev^nus in Noriinm is typical. Hts biography dearly slmws 
the stmggle betw^ecn his task of preadung die word of God to hb ndglihours 
and nf helping them in those turbulent timeSf and his own indmadnii id dedicate 
himsdf to God in solitude. His kier editor, Eu^ppius^ nunoges to solve tills 
diflkulty very simply by allowiz^ Severinus* monasUG mdiruiiions and his desite 
for soUmde to be overcoEne by divine revdadoii and commandL* 

It is nmewonhy that even where real monasteries were foundetk for example 
at MarmOuriers near Tours by Si. Martiii, -where a large niufiher of monks (eight]?' 
are men ticined) lived together, renunciation of all wordly things induding eS'erj' 
kind of property, was required* Hand m hand with thb find already the 
ere^mtic princj pk of seduriem from the outride ■world* We are told of these monks 
that ihey seldom wertr outside the mortasterj' waJb." It was neither thtdr duty 
nor iheir intention to popukre these quiet districts by e.&ctLCig economic improve¬ 
ments, for this would have prejudice their own tnteresEs. 

But from the rime of ConstanOine there was an inqM^rEanr change. .4 hitherto 
persecuted religion vras now legally recognized by tbc Edict of Milan (315); 
and soon afterwards it icoervtsd a definite orguikadon. ai dte Coundl of Ntcrea 
(33.5), Boih from an eoEinomic and a soda] point of view it was of the higliESt 
impormnee that Constantine also it file right to hold property 
Alihnugji the Chureb hod belonged id the catiegia ilUcitaf it had even beHrjre diii 
possessed i/mN^iia^ a nesuli of voluntary gifts-^ But mrW| not only was the 
property taken ftom it during the persecuttons msmred, hut every one was per¬ 
mitted by Imperial law to bequeath to the Caihohc Qiurdi w-haiever Iw desired 
and to wIiiucvCT extent,* This gave tbc Church a "" passive testametitary rigjitt 
the right to receive bequests, it must also be rejnembeted diat Cofistundnc in 
laws of the j^ars 3idand jii confirmed tlae manumission of slaves* if this took 
place in ChristiaA churches before the bishop/ Other Imperial decrees in favour 
of slaves improved their loi very conuderabtyf as for example the regularicn riiat 
where immpAiSa were divided^ die fimuBes of slaves appercrining iheietD sliould 

■ Sat tlttfciEl U TotiJ, dCj afii. » 
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not be sepiiaifflL* ecuKeinijog public benevolrofii; in nmes cjf great need 

mtcnaiied the tociat activity of ila ChuTchA j j . ■ 

At (he sum ttine ^ tlwse Impomni innovaiititis, ihc gWffmiTifini jmd^inims- 
totirm of the OiUFth was being It is no mert ^anp: t\m in Gemiany 

from ilnf fentrth century onward ihc mines of ilie Cliristian cciimnimiri<js and m 
iW bisltnm tmerge*^ Hit administsidcFn of ecclcsbsticil properly w^in thi? 
hands of die bishop. Te howwer, of great importance tkai accord^ to 
Roman pieceekiii * Chiirtih property was more and more nxo^lztd to be in- 
aliffiabl^ because It was sjnsidmed as Cod's property* It was inatitutioruil 
property, indcpeful«it of personal ownership and sdrnmiJtriiiott and dtecefg^ 
not to be imerfered wiih* Tlie be^rmings of tins development m seen even in 
CcjnsEandne^s time- In coosequenoe of nomeroirs abuses which iiad b™ deni- 
mcnol lo Oiurch property, the Crruncit of Gangiu (330X 
enmhatically the Synod of Ajinoch < 340 * laid down die prindpk that 
propcrt)’ should be admint3ten-"d by oTi^ controllmg body*, and from ihc 
beginning of tbe fifth oenmr>' (401) the alienation of sudi popeny 
more striedy forbiddetu At dm end of that oentury (47®) d^ East Roman 
ErDpeiors ptuhlbitecl ii by Jawi* 

Thu atiem of aiiiich pmperty Iwd been remarkably inmased dtinng 
the founh oaituryj’* when il was net oiJy roleraied and tWJgaii^t hut evm 
srrutiglv encouraged by tile Emperorst It besune the cusiotn for diildless people 
to make the Oiurdt (heir heir, and in oilar cases to leave to it part uf their property 

for the salvation of dieir souls. , . , .1 

From the lUne of Constajitijw's sons the suppression of beiihen ntuaf 
began, and fitom time to time the property of heathen temples was seized. Qtristian 
piety soon beoire exploited by the cler®', who took advaniaM in piirumtar of 
the weakness of wom^ tn induce di^m to leave be<pests id the Chutoi, to the 
detriment of dusir finntliei- In the year 370 Valeniitdan I expresdy thrbade cEergy 
md monks to visit the hot^es of widow's and orphans i and he canotillcd nil 
gifis and bequests of widows and other w'omen, widi whom the det^' li^ 
assodited under the petes^t of religion- Not long afterwards Tlieodcmus (he 
Great opposed the gifts of deaconesses to the Chumi or to the dergy, In order to 
prevent the iniMvcrishinent of whole fanuJi^ Under this Emperar^ heatlicn 
sserviccs wxrc forbidden in ptivwte houses, public sctvices having already been 
stopped. Cuholic Qiristianity gradually became the |itev'alenT reljgkKi i yearly 
as the beginning of the fifth cenuiry it was ihc necesKty qiialificaiim for Roman 
staK offices- Side by «de with this development we find the growing tendency for 
the property of heaihen temples io be handed over 10 the Catholic Church, die 
tempks E>eing then turned into Quisditn Qiuichea. Tills Itad not merely legal 
consequences in respect of tlietr property but other pnicticsil resul k- Tlie country 
population w'hkh, as we have seetii dung to p^anism longer dun ihc 
iras hmught ifi(D closer contact with ihc new creed and was won o\«r to ti, as the 
okl places of worship w'em g radual ly changed into Chiistian Churches. 

^ IMd , lji*t fuiE 4 - 
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clergy wlio had no rdadves to W%t 5 tiuaf to the Church ; #ind 
if they (lid not do Jt VTilimrafily, wot soon forofid to do so* For this purpose 

die Cdiiiidl of Anriodi (371) give h^hop? and deigy an tinresiriciried dghi ro 
dinposc of their propemN^ It dear tliat frorTi ihe begimUng the inTeresra of the 
new rellgtcni^ comroimii}' lay 10 a rcaiganiration of the laws of inh^^rttance, and 
Hpedally in a loosening of die old legal fainjly dcs* Here dw aim of die Chunh 
in ihe directiop of indlvidudisoit makiitg the individiial indepentJetir of his 
kinsmen. 

Tlii5 process led from die earlier dines to another ecunocnic rendency,. 
Tlie Church wnW tior fann enrirely unaided the giwt estate whidi caine to 
It frdzn ajf sides^ more especially as thesfc l^d were Inequendy small in 

themselves, and often wkWy scatteiecl* A considcrahle ameunt of land wa-s tlKre- 
fore fanned by odira i and we have here a naiuiol bash for the development 
of forms of economic oeganizaHon^ ft of gtcat estate In ihb way die Church 
was early rmbed among the great cenitorJal iorchhips^ and its intersts were soon 
actively linked wiih theirs- It adopted the various types of tenure dev'eloped in 
[he late Roman period," leasehold l^€hpach% befedlmiy fcasehold^ and 
and fyid rutuMTOiti opportmitries of putiing dicm into opemejon* 

At the same fitne die special duties incumbent on the Churchy and the ettdcal 
aims of Its religlatB teachingi^ led in a new diiectiDEL Among ihc lower classes of 
the ptjptilaiion in particular^ Cliristiamty appeared as a feligkjfi of the wemy and 
heavy-ladecip* Originaltyv It had^ 10 some extent at Ica^ a sodalisdc, if not 3 
communhiic, cbtracter, TTie long pers^^mtion of its adlOTuts drove them into 
the closest isociaJiuft w^itli each oilier- Tliey were muted fioi only by a oommoTi 
crecd^ hut by a craed which itself tnsisied on the eijuaUiy of aiL The idea ofeqnohiy 
bdbrr God^ whidi was taken over from d» Sinks and fbmicd die foundation for 
ninfiial hrotherly assistance, fostered dl kimls of assodanoiL 

It Is rrofi, however, tliat after the Church was leoognbed by die state tliere 
WOT bnportant changes iu this respect- The gmwth of an ecclesiastiGi! consd.- 
mdon alfowcd the seigneurial principle to develop, while the ippeatatice of socially 
Superior eJssses drove die old cornnumisTic tenden^ into the backgrounds A 
social diffOTniiatioii made iiself fdt, and so it came about that ilwsc two ptto; 
prindples of lopdaiup and of oiaodadcm were imiied in tl« Qjurch- Tli« latter 
was subordinated to die ftunner \ but it OMumiad to caeisi widiin the seiguciirial 
system, upon which it had an acrive influcfice- The Qiurdi aimed at thesociaJ 
amdiotanon of the lower daascs, cspcrialJy at the mauumision of slaves and the 
improvciitent of their social pcsiiiom We Imve seen chai under Constandue it 
procuted ibe TOTJgnidoit uf manunrisaions which took place before die btshop^ 
Tills devdopmctii distinguishes the territOTial lordship of the QiHsnan Churot 
from ihai of pognn Rome. Thus die vety essence of die new teadimg ^nmned 
germs fitroi which important new fanns wm eennin to arias* The sw^sric ideal 
of associaiiofl was neither attacked nor HjpprESsed by the sdgneural prindplc^ 
but on the contrary was assisted by it, and mode to serii'e its intemts as an integral 
pm of the oTgjaiiisation of the great selgrteurial state* 

A deveSopment emerged which led away froiti the old Ftoman syijtenis- U 
must certainly have seemed doubtful whether this tendency could be maimsansl 
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pcrmanaitlyt ajid whedier ihc greai change which took pUce when Christianity 
beoaniettiAsuKichgicin w-wld notin (hcfl^ Icsd to the victoty of ihe prtndple 
of temtorid Innjship. No douht, as we saw, thf hiitct ^strongly tnihtcRced the 
early commui^fstic tendenqr and dtuve it into ihe backgniund- But the pfwcss 
which waa going on in the Qntndt receriTcd fresh nippon from ihe viceoiy of the 
Gemwnic peoples ovtst ilie Roman world. the earliest rimes the podtioii 

of Germanic sla™ differed from that of slaves m the Remun world, a 6a ob^aved 
by Tadns. * They were economically more independent, ^ch having his separate 
plc 3 t of land, amd they were more hunundy tteaied hy ibeir masters,* WJtfin the 
Germans Dccupied Roman territory and accepted Christianity, dte iimdendes tn 
the Church wmch we have been describing miisi: have found a new* support from 
them. This is ills untplanaiion why in Southern Caul, in Spdn, and even in Italy 
the smaller folk frtJtn ibe unavdiirahlc buidctis of Roman terrttcdia] lordship 
TO go to the barbarians where dieir freeiloin was asured." 

Huts on the soil of the Roman greai estate, which had lost its eocmcriuc 
attri sodal vitaiity (as the Bagauda revolts bear wicncsa)y a contmuity' of develop- 
meat w'as made possible by the co-opeiaiiDn of rwo new forces of ctviHzadon, the 
Church and the Germanic people, basing their work on foundations which had, 
in part at leasts been already Uid- In the so-called Middle Ages thb process 
developed into t!ie characrertsdc form of corporative assodaiiotis and of freemen 
on the very soil of the great seigneurial estate iisdf. 

It is mie that this corpoiadve ideal w'as not newly tnifDduced by the Germany 
nor was it peculiar to them- The new growth b more complicitied than that, nor 
arc Its foundations exduriwly Germanic The Ctrnnans took ovtt Roman 
s)'sicm£, which had beeit dbmiegrated by Gmstiiinity and needed rtOTganisnioin 
They did not create afts* die Roman model; what iliey Copied had p>anly lost 
its Roman charucter and was in a state of change* 

A chaTacremric symptom of economic and sodal dbinfc^graikm m ihe 
dedining Roman Empire wis the large-sole pupctiiaiioa of whole dasses of 
tlic popularicm, partly btought about by the oppression of the gnsii bndbrds, 
and inerGosed by tie long w^ars of liic folk-migrations. Tliis gaw rise to a remark¬ 
able increase in the prohntrkL In Homan times the provision for these people 
was an important duty, nar only of the state, hut of the rich and ptopertied ctasses- 
After the collapse of Roman rult^ not only was ihcre no pmEOCtion against the 
umnestricred power of the great capitalistic sdgupuxial estates, but the sonrees 
from which suppon might have been gjv^ to the poor were dried up* TTiis w-as 
to the advantage of tlie Giurch* Consrandne had already recognized its imponanf 
function in this respect when lie handed over to it a part of the deliveries of com* 
How admitly the Church made use of \t^ frrvouiable position we leuni from its 
great oppCFneui in the founh cenntty, the Emperor Julian, who siw in its 
ebaritahk aedvities one of the main ren^om for the spread of the ezreed whidt 
he liaied,^ 

After its recoguidon by the the Chiireh wa^ able to increase this work 
and to otgoedbee it openly* In the towns, where the first Qitudan communittes 
w-ere found, provislott systcmadcdly made for the poor by the ctecdon of 
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almslKHcm and iJie needy were and ^xi* then oiled 

matrictdarii,* Swell arrangement* »'«f instituted by Cimiberi, Bishop of Cologne 
(633-663}, in Cologne, Bonn, Neuss, Jiilicb, Kempen, Soest, ett* The Church 
not only tegarded it as the blsljop's duty u> supply uie poor md disabled with food 
and clothing where possible,* bwt also Insisted that towns and village* should 
make provision for than-* Many strangers flocked into the towns, (he 

centres of nafBc and of trade, tl was natural that the adherents of dw new religion 
should fotrgatbw witli the Qirfstian communttics whidi woe fomiing thm^ 
«nd should seek to join tiiem. Thus die Church extended the <£ia^aau 7 i by estahlali- 
ing hostdrfea for stiangera called XtnodocAien.* 

Many gift* which were nuufe fo the Church wTae especially intended for 
these benev’olcnt activities- After the episcopal system was ess^lLdw^ Pope 
Simplicius ordained that Itojm the year 463 cmwFirds tin: ecchaiastical incoms 
should be divided into four parts, one-fourth odi being allotted to the bislwp, 
rtJ die building of churches, to the raaintenance of the d^y, and to rhe distx^u- 
don of alms among strangers and the poor.' The Otinch took tile tesponsihibty 
ofahnsgtvtngiand spnad the id» dun sal I'anon could thus be ensured, a doctrine 
which was aLn^dy developed by the time of Cregoiy the Cteat (^^0-604),* 
As in ancient times, it was die aisiom to give alms wtli the uffittings for the dead 
at a funeral,* and also on the anniveisary of die death- 

The taiicsi researtbes tti legal history have proved that the demarKis of the 
Chtisdan religion, together with the Roman example, led to the devxJopitifini 
among the Germans of the right of the paterfamilias to dispose of the common 
lumsehold proper ty adminiscerKl by him, the so^^led ri^t of free partition 
(/>a«t£(r<c 4 r).** Thus within the Germanic legal system opportunity was given 
to a testator to leave bis property to pious or tbnritahle objects; and jusdcff was 
also done to the German concep tion that the gifts should be requited, in order to 
legally valid, since a heavenly reward, the remission of sins, was promised in 
retnm for them. This two-sided transaction in favour of the Cbmeb might anse 
the gift to be separated at once from the donor's property, or the donor nught 
letoin the right of usufruct during his lifetiine. Fteqmsitly the gift was made (It 
such a way that it was nor cranflferred until after 6 ^ii<Ainationu 

So die charitable work of ihe Church fitted into its new Gectnan sumiund- 
ings, and not only influenced dvtl law in the new sraie^ but also produced new 
factors in economic development, whkh were bound to have fai-rar^ng coii- 
sequences. Tlw Church tadliiaied the disposal of property by suhstimting a one¬ 
sided will ftjr the former two-sided dimations. The airangenieaES lor this disposal 
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among ihe Gmrank people bear die ^uimp of dirir rdtgknia cirigrfi tfvwi in ibeir 
outw^ fernn, PnivisioQ Ibr the »id (S^eigcrii} and wilt ( Testammi} are used 
in CcTmiin legal tenmiialjDgy wttli the same meaniiig. Provision for die schiI wm 
the ELDflt imparmut fmotCTp not the appemunent of Iicirs—a t*ery esaentJaJ 
dilfereiire fmni the Roman type of wOL^ 

Chnatian ethics were* 3 S we letirw ^ b^ised Ofi a nrriifnt phUfKfiphy ^ ]jtn [he 
Church fatiters atiered tc$ principles to suit Christlatutyf or tmpiygn arerl them 
Chnsn^n ideas- An tndina don to asceticiEm tuid renunid^dtin I tad alrcajiy appeared 
in Roman fainilies^^ and had let! tiiem to find rdtigc from die world not only in 
ratmasieiies but also in acih^ pereoful servtoe to dwit needy ndgiibours, by 
foimduig bospirab and oiber benevolent mstiturions, suds as centred for the 
distributiQn of food to the poor^ and peoples' kitdi£ns and libraries. A typitcd 
example may be seen in the life of St. Sesettnus wiio ivnrkcd in Nofimm in the 
fifth oentuiyp* and hospitals and infiiTnaries arc found in France from the srxdi 
eentuiy** 

Qlristianity also adopced from andeni models the right of sancmary' in its 
dmrclics,* and Urn was spcckiJIy artnunive to the lower classes^ Numenitis 
fuginvesffockjed tDjoia a tehgion which ganieprotecdcm rou^y a n^ un¬ 

justly piiisiiedarvi who thus could not be taken away by frmse; attumberoT oampics 
in the siitdi cemuty are g^ven In Gregory of Tours' of Fnmks * Hcm^ 

too, the Qiurolt was able to adopt lier ri^u of n^ediati-cit] to Germanic taw, for 
she handed over the criminals who daimed sanctuaiy only wiicn ttic injured man 
or ius reLaihfiK liad promiK] to foigo vengeance on payment of coiupensanom" 
The clergj' coidd aenutiy idlow the man lo escape if this assurance were not gi\T3u 
Slaves frequently used this right of sanctuary from thdr masters, Tliey coidd be 
banded ov'er only if the laiter took an oath not to ptmkh them^ Civil bw 
recognissed diis right of sanctuary in principle, withotit, of course, gondt^ full 
fraedom from pur^hment to criminals or perolitting loss of property in the 
ease of runa^^y slaves; but in acttkol iwactice it was gfnm disregorxl^^* even 
ihougli its transgressors were excommunicated* 

The Chinch also helped and supported numetous sUves and imfrco persons 
in other At the bc^'nning of tro FiankSsh motiardiy the Council of Epo 
(1*7) forbade masters a^ioariiy to put their dav^ to death, Under pain of 
excmiimuiiic^dam* Here the Church was aedvdy promotmg a process which had 
already beguti. We have seen that Tadtus noticed die mild nnd humane treat* 
ment of slaves anirmg die German^ and especially remarked that it in-as most 
urtiisud for them 10 be ddihetrately put to death,*^ and that it was forbidden among 
thr Franks to ^ell slaves outside fhs coimtry, lest Qtrismns should go into shvery 
among the Jews and Iteathciii** The Qitirch set a good example by decreeing 
that «d«iasiical slaves fhcmld be better treated than ditwe to privnie iuinds; 
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of their poymerKsi and part of iliar pcrsoKil s^ivkts w^rc ta be 
rtmitiiecL^ 

At i\^ WfM dnte a fiT-TCacbnig and weighty cfia^liMnl was made W'lildi was 
to secun dir legal pondoa of slave* who were iiansferred fo tlie Oiiirch. It is 
vay irnpomni (rnn die point of view of soda] liiatory, although seetm to 
ha\4 bcein iftni/Bdently nsalimL TIk cowvcyor was do determine the Ic^ 
pemtirm of slaves :mrl of brimflAtim g^ven by him to chiircbea or 
and the idiurch bound to carry out wliat be had stipulated in writing-^ TTie 
purpose of this deem h quite e!ear» following as it does directly i»n that mentioned 
above* which lays down llic midgattan of services m be pcifartned by ecdesiasiical 
slaves^. Un/rec pcr$om transfcned to the Church were deady to be pronecftd 
against any ddcriotatfcm tti thdr social postrion* ^^lJInerou$ Camllng^ sourts 
show thai w^hen a man gave his lands to the Chureh for the salvation of Itis ^ou4 
the staves on those lands were often freed,* and diey were to be protected fram 
the dangler of re-«i3bveiment by the new owner^* 

It is certainly Due that the Oiureh was not aarung at a general sttppiesston 
of slavery and that s!^ hsd. no doubts as to the fustice of this trtsdmtkKii* Thai 
would im\c been quite impcKsiiik at die time, bodi beemise of die great lay 
lordships^ wftkh would have snfiered sevcrelyj and becaiis such a 
piirpo^ wtiuld have been eemtrafv to the important principle affirmed and always 
mamtained by die Omixii, namely ibat ecdeaasiical propmy wtjs Inalknabh 
and must not be unjustly reduced/ Tlitis her poation was cL ^; as in tiie ose 
t*r transfemce of hnmuiili^ a change in the eccl^aarical ownetship of slaves 
was posribie only if compensation were given. The Qiurdi encouraged and 
Eumully necommcfided the manumission of slaves ^; but with die proviso tliat 
slic should fufitr no economic loss- Tills prindpic k cteariy set fort!t m tlie decrees 
of die fourdi Coundl of Orleans C?4t)/ 

It h now possible for the first time to cstabltah the cofrcct eji^naiicm of the 
wdl-know^n and oft^^iuoted passage in die The Church had nor 

enfordKi a sanction! by the ctvtl iaw^ of its supposed piohihirion of the sale of 
eiia^tesjastical slov'cs* Tlso amt of diis deem was rather m protea it from the 
aihitinry manumisaiem of its slaves by die laity/ Apjanently the aJyoc^ria and 
panonage of ihe laiiy were being misused for this purpose, and the Qiurch waa 
suifering severe loss by the emandpotinn of its slaves without compensation. 1 
sec in ^is Icgisbtinn a measirfe for the protccrion of the Churdi, enacted by the 
Fraokbh kings to ^iccure ii the detriflientiil exmsequenoes of the FionMsh 

form of rnamanission per denariitm ortw ff-gtm* The men who ^lere freed in thb 
way attained frill freedom and therefure tio longer dependent on the Otuich* 

Oothor II’s Edict of $14 re-affimwl the Churdi's view about die preservmjon 
of tiitf soctai status of pmans freed in Churdi/* Tlie Oturdi was not nfjiimfng 
anything diffiireni frorrii or more than, it had been gramced at the CouDdls of 
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OHcam usd Kanw I* opposed the dernund that perKm fifwd in 

Qiurdi by laJty sliould be given back to their owrscri, and protected die rights 
which they lud received by maounsisaon. It also opposed ilie practice of judging 
ih^ fieedmen witltout the knowledge of tbdr Edahop or their provost, and of 
Wngii^ than before the public ootitt of justice. Legal htstoriaits liave assiunesl 
that liere the Edict of Clotilar was denying to the Church the fig|ti of rtmsdktion 
which it clunied over freednien.* But the Cliitrcb did not cl aim jurisdiction over 
all h^men, only over diose who were freed in Oiurch and tiaiafctted to it by 
the laity, thus coming into its mtat^am. This is clearly proved by the decrees of 
Utt Counals of Orlearts (S4s)* and Macxsu It is, moreov'er, unttue tliat the 

Rjpuarian Law, in opposinon to Clotbar^s ^ict, abolished alt privaie bondage 
{HSdgkslt^ of freedmar.* As a matter of fact, die Church did not decUre iffldf 
re^y to oiTord legal representation and protection so alt freedmen, and tliua per* 
niiiied all who had set face but bad nut become fiee Fnmlcs to be in some 
tort dependent upon it. It was merely saieguaiduig itself from the srithdrarwal of 
ihc^ ftefidmen who liad been transferred to it by the laity for the salvation of 
that soub* and did so by malsting on the maintenance of the le^ semis 
^ven by manumission, and seeing that this was enshrined in a written 
document.^ 

If tlw laity gave up ihdr ri^t of patronage over ihetr emanQpaied tervi 
in favour of the Qiundi, they could not be reddmed any mure ihstn g[ife of 
im/naiiDa. The comparison of liiese two, which is d«riy b the CoundJ 

of Enure, indicates dial in both cases die Oiurdi was Itavingsonie dilRculty with 
die Germacnic legal concepdons, which tecognized only a tempomry ri^t of 
owwnliip.* The Church here assumed the privileges cf the pcitron, and could, 
UiOTfo^ according to iUmun law {ecclaia mil JiamanaX assert its li^t to 
inherit iiU goods if du; freedman died widiour children.* Tiiis view is confirmed 
by the Fra nkhh chaneis of manumissioR, w'hich show that not all the persons 
freed in Church became of neoeasity dependants of theChurdi, though ibev niiiEhi 
se«i protection either from it or from oilier people. 

Hius dw Chuidi was responsible for a new and original development, 
translbniicd die Roman pattveinium^ but also set aside for its own 
l^ht die Ge^an legal limiiadons on die Merovingtan endowmencs. TItc 
Bignincanoe of this transfotmarion m social lusTory is therefore dear j out of the 
tntErraon and fusion orimportani consninenis of three cultures^ the Roman taw, 
die German law, and the Churdi law, something new and diffisrent aicBe, 

A similar development may also be traced in connection with anodier dam 
of the population, the widtrws and orphans. As the aiurdi had already supported 
a wfa i rights durit^ marriage, jind tn prticulaf had insisted on the induMtubility 
of marriage, m opposition to the repudiation of the wife wdiich tiscd frequently 
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*0 occur tbc Gcimiiiic «j also it regarded it 3 $ a divmdy iraposcd 

duty 1(1 care for wldowt and otpham^ and to uphold thm. agniusi the oppresdon 
a{ dvU fudges. But liOT a i^iefd distfoaiou must be mauifi. In this muttEir also, 
the Churcli nude no genetal ijTiiittTj- It cbimfid to proiect only dicuse wido^t'S and 
ftTp hans wiu> bad no adber protector^^ 1 1 made no attempt to deny tn prfndple 
the juri^icficni of dvil courts over antE orphanSp. but merely insfSti^ out 

before they were prosecuted the representative of the ChutdXt uitder wltosc 
protection they were^ should be invited to be present:, so that their lepl affairs 
should be dedded justly and in order^ after a jotnr discusdon- 

Some widows vrae under the protection of thff king i E^tnotalL Those who 
tout die vdl enjoined to enter a fijnvefit^ ; and the chum of the Church 
referred only ir? diese^ But there vras a. further categoty of widom wlio lived 
rtitg^a hut in their own hovisc^^ These were clearly ei^posed to the 

oppressioti of die judges. It appears that not a few widows pedisps cm aixt^uni of 
tlidr property, were much sought after by influential and !idf-wektng cdartieiy, 
who induced die king tn fiirce diem into a second marriage’ viiriuus counctU 
in ilie sbcih oentury * the CEiurett attacked ihh jitaaine and defEnded the widem^ 
Only those widerws were placed umkr the kin^s protection who did not cike 
ilwf veil but went on with their old way of life.” A corresponding djsilnciion is 
made in the cariy CaroUngksi cnpitularies. Ihrc^ ^ cenidfi power of Juris* 
diCDon over widows and orphans accrued to tf le bishop and abbot as well as to the 
counts* Thu$ the Qiurcli did not moke dertiantk m the sbtdi century (Micon fS j) 
which h kter re[in(|aiabedp 

The reason for the Churches claims lay b the ethtcal duty of giving pro- 
teeUDn to all who liad none- For the reason it ali^ took cljarge of foundings* 
Tlie Ciiutth lias been charged widi wididratvirtg from these ujiformnote^ the 
support which it ariginalLy gave diem in accordance with Roman Impecicit law/ 
bur actually it kept strictly to the reguladoos of Roman bw% according to which 
the foundling whose parents did not come fonrard became die slave of die miin 
who had discovci^ or adopied liinu This b proved by two Merovingian 
formiikries (Angers j|9, Tours 11)* Such children were ofien placed at timreh- 
door$, and In both ihese source /n&iriciihrii m said 10 have received tltemp 
dearly, iJmeibre, it wai weJhknown that the Church took lAatge of them, 
and Am fxoni it they w^ld find the piciicaimi and mainienance* If anyone 
found such a diild fie had ta inromi dw Cbuidj* On the blowing Sunday an 
announcernent wa^ rnade from die altar by tiw pnest^ and the relatives were 
oommanded 10 reeJaim die duH If no one came forward wddun reti days, ii was 
adjudged to the finder ^ but wimesses liad to confirm the fact thai it was not 
claimed. The document drawn up on that uoca^on was coafittned by the bishop, 
who tlms cpurttdied the wboUr manen* The regtiladon iEat the bishop should 
sign the document conoeniii^ the acceptance of a foundling was mxntMneti in 
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ilic Fonkhti kingdcHTL Thb » seen not ofily bi tisc Fraukiish fdtjniibfy of Ttiurs 
(NiJ, It) but jlsn In ITS Adopticin by ihe Lex Ratnma AnoiJldr 

fact prrnc* that tJsc attimde of ilsc Qtuixh did not iiltcr no die ckirrmrfit of 
foundlings. T\^e irnllecdon of faffntjlan» of Aivssegii ff. BiiS) conmins on Cfitnuct 
Erotn a ewiimm of ihc ErnpetOT Ju^iniiui (Nuvdlejp dealing wtfh the inalien- 
abiliiy of eccitaibsticd wmohUia- Among the lattjcr:| llomcL for foundlings 
(iripA^^tr^pALs) aft wcK iis for orplians ant as uiualiy induckd in Qiuidi 

proptety.* 

Atnortg die w^ry and lieavy-tadi^Tt wllom die Churcli prisoners 

were also counted. Here, fi*o, eedismasned activity is linked to Roman custom, 
and a^n to the Imperial laws, one of wittdi {40^) fispctially dcab with diis 
maner*" The Fnmkian synods were not die first to organisi* this form of bcfncvo- 
Icnce; ii liad long been cusEomary for ecclesinstical oflidals to visit prtstHia and 
provide die prisoners with food- Tiie Churches acrivity was cspedaily dtieczed 
tcJw^Hids the mn^ru of pri^nm^ and diis naturally gained in Importance, cspcdally 
during the foIk-mignirioiK and tlie warn between the Germans and the floTnans. 
In all amtcmpciniiy Lives of Saints this aspeer of eectesiastical clmtty is 
emphashed over *md QVtt agatn,^ Bui it was perhjips most in evidence where 
the invasion of RcEman soil by Ccrtniimc peoples ftom the Eas^tessed most: 
titavdly^ ihat i$ to siy in the tc^tm of Nodcum on the Danube- The life of St. 
Severinus gives a detailed account of the services whkh the saint rendered in iliis 
direcTicm-’^ Men actuidly used tu visit die markeis in flic iuuhaiitui and 
dcillect a tidte in kind 10 feed the mnsomed prisoiverfi * Tli-e epitaph composed for 
Bbtiop Vakmiiikm wf Chur (d 548) by lik sucoesGor praises iuei for devoting 
his w&ddi to niosaming capiivm,^ and the Christim cominunities of Caul are 
sjiid to iiave been in the habit of sending prrotB to die Fratik? and ciher foragn 
peoples IP order to ransom baptized prisoners," In Iialy% Gre^jory the Great took 
m 3crive pan in rimilar negadaiions w 4 rlj the Lomhardsu" Finaltyj the Chiirch 
also took cipj^ of accused persons and mterceded for diem In order to obtain 
a lightening uf their senienctr or a re vision or moderation of their piiiiishnnaiL*" 

Unlike anyone eke at die rime, the Church, widi its gn-at wrealth, liij die 
necessary rtsourc^ for the performance of these social and poll deal fiuicdons- 
On tile OTIC liand, ft had at hs df^iosa] more ready" money than any one mdividijal 
«mld bring logeriier, and cm the other ic possessed very exuensi^e property in 
[and, given to it fat die saivariem of ihe donors' souk Priscus telb us that ai the 
ficge of Sitmium by tlie Hims (441^1), Bidiop Constamdus gave the golden 
church*ves^is to a reliabk person to tamom himself and Cither capdves,^ At the 
bcgiruimg of die sbeth century, ^Ttrimn sources stujw that the Chunch 
accuscositti tn give m prisoners and pilgrims die nsitfnacl of small estate, which 
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were lo it or whiidi Liy ux ^ tlistnncf-^ Such gnifiis couM pf durse he lor 

llfc only, iince u jsxnnmeol Jienaridn cf CIlufdl pmpciry vm tf^drfen, mid 
tiieV took die fomi of pr^curin These pntarm uT^nr ul'ten chdriTahtc 

grant$^ nLidc to tiie poor per$o»ii who ocmld QDi sypparc d^isdvcs,* md the 
□lurch was ihus able to lidp die poorer desses of ibe corrniiiiiiity agsiinft ecofiomJc 
min and die threat Crf msbvemeiii, fosi as it oideavoured otherwise to improve 
and relieve the position of the t&loni who w ere tied Co thr soil* It b wdl known 
tliat were msde more and more ortensHTCly as time went oo^ rspec^ly 

in cases wiiere ihe ckmcE resfirved the rij^t of iisuftiietp* The duritiihle actrvid^ 
of ihe Church and the bospitaK almshouses, and otJicar b«icvo!en( imd^iiotia 
whidi ii createdp are suffiderit esplaciation of a fiiw-tttx which oow occutred widl 
mcre^ng bequenc^^ Tlic aged^ the dbahkrd, and tits duldldSi trmdcrred thbr 
Lmds to the Churchy tlius procuTing an annutty fur the rest of ihdr liv^ and pro* 
viding for their iitd age or for thdr invalid state** 

The Ouirdi W'lH die great credit institution of the early Middle Ages. It was 
able to provide ready ifinoey for all those classes who were essentially wcMcking 
under ootididons of natural ecrmomyi and could not dispose of their property 
Ktitrlghr. From an raiy date a specia] pretext for teinsaniona of this kind 
pren'ided bv purdv pious cbjecis^ sums of predotis rnetal wtre sufnemmes 

required for pilgrimages to Rome aJii^fina cp&siifhrufft, or to the Holy Pboes bn 
JenisstlaiL But a sbiubr need must also often have artscfi in eonnfecuoa with 
apiipment for war* The Churdi secured these stuns of ready money by means of 
a coiitxaci of against a grant of immovabie^t ‘with the urtdersnmding that 

they amid be redeerafid for an agreed suhl Bwt CTr^n persons withemt propeny 
could obtain loans by pledging diemselve^ i-e* by serting tfaeir freedom in pawn 
{oin&xzado).^ Men who h^ forfeited dwtr lives because of ihdt or minder and 
could nor foy compensation mtghx avoid die death sentence by TOluntary 
3;sservaiionf and were ihen redeemed by their new roasttr,^ Thtis^ under the 
inRuence of die Church, yet arLOilier alkviatiun wis btougjii aboiu in die lot of 
persons wlio had Irat tlteir freedom, for they w^ere msw given die possibili^ erf 
regaining thnr pmiou* status by repaying the redemption money.® 

By generously gnuuing credit tn casfo the Church effeciualfy trpposed the 
usurimm ejcploltadoti of the poorer ck$$A of the populatinn* A number of 
passages have been ooltected, sliowbng imw vigorously it foitgjit against usury 
in Human times and down to ihc time of Gregoty ihe Great (530-604)** Cbarit^ 
iW Great has sonietitnes b«=n rtpracaited as miking a ntu' anack cm this abuse 
■witli lo3 wcIUkn™n decree jigain$t Inters It is true ihat the unporrance of 
liis measures Jias j-wwi diffettLEiiJy assessed. On ilw one hand tliey have been held 
to be a fEfceie symptom of tJie stw^iUed Caioluigian renai$sanco^ having uo pracdcaj 
importanoev since during an age of purely natural economy money “lending was 

» Cf* Ltjsdn^, ck^ U, 6 ^^ nerte 4, 70^, llfiHf r, md eapaialbr Op. ^ m J 
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no lortgET^rned oa^ On die otbef hunil, the getimJ prohtbtrimt of interest in the 
Capituhmis has bxn imtad as jtn ori^naJ both in farni and in coaitHit, 

^ compared widi earlier dmc!^* In either lase, liowevef# ir smos to ha^ie b«n 
taken for granted that diere w&c no livt agahiit iiaury tn Caul^ dimng the 
non petiotl after the collapse of Roman mk. Id Dp|io^itjon to itib I have 
iried to ^i\ow dtai Qtarloi not doing anything new, bur tiwt hh messure^ 
^TTC I lie direiit condniiatioa of diose in vogue imxnedLaiely before in die Mem- 
vingkan Kingdom-* As a mmter of fact, the thifd Cnundl of OrJeani (fjS) 
promulgated a decree agsikist usury on die parr uf rlie clergy, fr^m deaennFi 
upwards^ and i^pessly forbade them to esny on bu^ncss out of gmed for filthy 
iuoe.* FurtbetiBOre* later ecetesLa^tied legislation id the se\‘endi rn itiity als^ 
made a stand agamsr usmy\^ and not only against thai wldch an 7 $e out ofloaru 
of money, btii also agaittsi th* usurious ncploltotion of pcr^oiud oitli^uiotis of 
service, in crises wheio a man*3 freedom was pledget! (phnixuirm),^ In fact, die 
Jndiiding those of die lowesr lunk, mn^t have made many loans,^ and die 
Churchy ft-eti before the tinve of Cliorfes the Gr^T^ agaLn and 4gaui made a stand 
agsbiat usury. 

In general, die Churclfs fbr-reaiiliing aedviiy on betialf of the poor 
oppressed clas^K is a proof of die tmnien% social and poUticaJ importance which 
it had acquired. Iis inHiienc^ must have been all the greater, beesu^e at that tune 
tlie Steffi citlicr did noi perform these dudes, or else ofdy gradually absorbed them 
into Its legislaiiori at the insti^on of the Qturch itsdf Hence:, we have the 
surprising pticnDznetton tliat In matim of social phikmhropy ecdesiastiail 
dcates rapidly gained a more genend appllolion and detenruttAl future develop- 
inents. In the new German SEares, dvii legisladon on ihse mitim followid cm 
ecclesiasiicd Eeghlaiion* and was dierefore dciemimed by it. Here, m in odisr 
points of QVtl law, such as the mamage bw^, it was the Oiincli whidt led die way. 

But the Church w-as nhfe ro achieve its object beesmse of die great economur 
Mcl soedd advantages wludi it could offer to targe dosses of die cofturrimuy. 
Onr pontculitr Ihccor in thi$ new devebpmmc mmt noi be overlnoked. Wlitr^ 
tlw Ctiurchp whJdi itsdf observed the Roman bw, uticbrtook the furdier develop- 
mrtm of Roman legal prindplcs, it encountered no coh^mt opposition on thfi 
pan of jfir German laity or of the numerous Roman provindol uihabhonts tti 
dwse rww staiK tm Roman soil* A large proportion of die pcfipte in the new' states 
were themselves intcficsicd in tile enforcemeni of ecdesiastical law. This slieds 
fresh light on the fkt that the chief opponctus of ccd^iastkal demands wot the 
ability and die secular tcrrkorial lotcbJlipt* Hence, it is understendoble clmt die 
final Wctory of ^ Church was w on only when the Frankish monaidiy under 
unions, after iis declkw in the sev'etuh century ^caused by the over¬ 
whelming powxr of die aiistoaracy) helped to furtlipr the retbrms imrodiusd by 
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Bonir%:e« In daing ti was acring m its own inters arwi witk ihc intiKiiiofi of 
rcstoiing iis own absoluse:; ppwicr- Tlits is one iht Most bifportant iEasoo 5 why 
ecclesiKticil and rhereiure Hooimi trrfluciii^es foahitaljicd Itold for so kmg 
oviiT ihs growing dviliKUJOEi of th^ early Middle Ages- Tlicre is no doubE dial u 
strong monarchy, with power over the Uy aKgrocmey, couid have simetl tiiis 
course of deveJcjpmiHH, wfrii its crunat rsults for suemding ages^ along orljcr 
dumnels, and thus brou^i oui mmc defimteiy ihe nariona! Gcrmafik durai^er, 
Tlie gr^ of due Onmcb with die sca tl ar tiohihtyj and ihesigiufi- 

cance of the kiter as the opponent of eci^^g^asricaJ pretensions^ h most 
dciirly in the so-called right «f or main t roii l ng a privaie Churcli, 

dtown by fcceiii scholars to he of fundaments] hnpoitance in tfac light of imb- 
seqtMtE devdopmenffi. Ulrtdi StntJ^ to whom we are indebted for die discovciy 
and cKpbmiukm of dm whole was mistsicen tn &o far as be thought it 

was of primitive Geimatik: ^ ongirtp and was derived from the Germanic hotise- 
hold pricsdiood or system of private lempies*’ There are serious objections to 
dlls view. The data supplied by ILatch,* Zfiishmaim,* and Pdschl * prove ^thouii 
a doubt that before die year 400 (when,* according to Stutr, diis institution first 
originated) dtapds and diundifis were erected on the Rcnmn estaies by their 
owners, who also appointed the Qiurdi officers just: as they did their other 
economic olEdala* These lords were cesponsihle for, and supervised^ the celebra¬ 
tion of divine service; tlicy had to see that no heathen cult or idoktry, fothidden 
by tlie state, was carried on on cheir land** The misr&s quotjcdby Zlushminii 
clearly slidw that these chinJche, lilis other private property^ amid be alieiuied^ 
by wJe^ eschangej m gift tmde by the ijwt» to otiicr persom. We find dwm noi 
only in the East but in Italy, at a lime^ which make& it impo^blc for diero to liave 
been first mtrodticed by the Gennans, an e^phnaiinn witkdi Smtz advances for 
their presenet* Tlie privaidy owned ehurcl% therdbre, seems to Iiave been an 
adjunct of toritorial lord^Tp and ihcgr^t estate^ wliicfa might and did arise where- 
ever the la iter was dcvelop^^ even amor^ non-Germanic peoples-* 

If die origin of the sj-^tem of privan: churches ia dnrs to be found tn ihc 
^rignciirial system It seems natural that die Germans should basT ado pled it^ 
with other eedcsiostied arratigetnenB, as part of ttielr Roman bihcritancfc** 
in thift cottoficdon die detailed iitfomiatjoii which baa been collected about the 
va^Hous Germanic tribes con be co-otdkiated inio a mom organic whole. Where 
Germanic rras m found tn Spain and Portugal in the early Middle Ages^ in 
Galicia, CasnlCs and Leon, there we find the old uncuitoifod ri^rto own private 
churchesv It remains imtouched by the ajmptofttise eSbcied between the roledo 
CfHindls of die suuh and seventh centuries, and the owners of these churches. 
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TliLa Hglit waa tliwfone dbvknstJy * ittn of die cirly Ckithlc lav* Lrmg befott 
x\ys BurgumUiMu adapted Caih&ljdan \indm King Sigismundr tli^y Had privste 
churdliSi^* ^ we may assum£> tliat these two EmI Germmic tribes buui oopitd iHe 
cusuim from ihc East R^tmanEmpire, whcte it wi 6 dy spreat^ brought 

!E westwards- 

If the opposition of the Cathoitc episcopate £o dii* private ti^t among 
Visigoths ajid Burgundians k to be (niETpreied as doe to the spirit of nationai 
aoGigunkm^ then die course of devclopmcot in Gant, and espedally in lulv, is 
quite incomprelietvsible^ But tlieroif. In (act, a great dilfeienoe between conditions 
in Spin and in BurgtuKly* Tin; Lombard eplscopie, in spire of the filer ihai it 
went over from Arysnism it> CathoUdsm„ ne'.er bad a dtance to oppose the 
cusiarti; the privam’drurcH system not only was coniinued there but wj? cstctided 
to the districts which had i^fnabied Roman* the Eiwiiate, Gaeta, the Sourh* snd 
ivm Rome* But here the question at once arises; wfiy did not the Calhiilic 
episccipate in the heart of Roman terrirory defend teseK against ilie tncumon of 
ford^ customs, instead of aciuaUy allowing them lo spread to Rome 
w'her^ opposiiiun lo Germanic influenra should haw been most d&cdve?* The 
difficulty is at onoc fiq)Uiaed if our assumption dtat Homan organboitkins 
canihit^ lo exist is airrea* For in diat case ndiher the htdiops of Upper 
liaJy, nor even die Roman bishops, would liave found it to th^ ccMOEuie 
inMtcsi to fight diis custom; quire the contrary, for they had received s rick 
irdieritanoe from their late Roman predecessors, and were theiTHelves esmue- 
owner^ with numeroirs private churches. This also explains why die privale 
cmtiership of diurehes so especially cxtenskT In the bishoprics of Southern 
Italy *; for rerritorta] Eordskips were very stron^y devdoped there from Eaie 
Roman ritnes* Finally, the derivadon of this custom from bie Roman and 
nor from Gemanic origins is further supported by the fact ihar in the 
Bene venom districts traces are actually found of unfree clergy belongiiig ro 
die private churches.* 

Conditions in Gaul can be expEamed in a sundar way* Stuts thought chat 
among the Franks and other German tribes the private churches were taken over 
gradually, ^idd diat the process passed almost unnonc^* After the middle of 
the sevcntli omturv the Gcrmiin private church system gained ground among tlie 
Franks* Thrci in the eighth century ** sudi churches sprang up like muihrooois**^ 
But wodd net sudi a course of cfcvdopmcnt amone the Gezmsm tribes haw been 
very estmcnrfiiury ? If the privaU! diurdi were really an entncly Gennan insTitu* 
tion, wc should expect ic to ha^-e beccune imponant here ai an early date and to 
lia^^ remained permanently in cxisicncjt" TTiere was rtnihtng to I under its free 
gTTfWttL^ As a matter of fed, the system of private chnrdus was In existmee 
among die Franks Ecrng before the dare that Stuti assigns to it; for the decrees of 
the Ccmnctl of Orleans of ^41 pro\t far more thao the &ci ** lliat die Fianki^ 
temtoriai lords also based their control over their churdies on their land-owmer- 
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ship Hii^sctims lud drcidy empliashcd * ** diii at iMt ijmc no one qiKsfioned 
Ehe ££niio»d Qwwrshrp ^fciitfrcfi buildings ^nd iludr endoum^nts (diidly 
hnd and connecifid wiih nor liis right of appointing thdr dcrgy.* 

But the phrasing of these deOTes pvts tis no reason to ii^ivoc thni they were 
dealing only wiih F nintcish lords: for both the pbee where the Coumit was held 
(Orleans) and die term used for terricoriiil lords {/wfenrdr) show that^ least to 
sonie extent, Roman landowners were laken into oonsideration. Indeed, 
if we look more cloedy;, dte stgnanires of the bishops present at die Coundl * 
reveal thjic those tmitories in vrhich the real consoliclated Fiaddsh senJements 
by, WOTS not represeni^ ': whereas the bishops of the Koman parra of Gaul 
WTre \'ery puinerouii. The aims of the Frankish bishop may be dearly seen to 
dicse decrees. Tliey did not oppose the right to private chuiobes es siKih> but they 
attacked the enexTo^ments and abuses of die territorial lords in their appointment 
of prksES to oratorio and parish churchs, as well as their inhijigement of the 
araideocon't power of oDmerion*" Tiie riglit to own private chiucbs here seems 
to be of old standing ; there h nothing new or unusual about it- 

it is now possible to oder quite a different explanadon nf eondidons in 
Southern Fmnce and Spaing among die Visigoths and tlie StievL Here, tcxi^ the 
system was in edstenoe in the fifth OHUurj^^ as is proved by lire decreed of the 
first Coundl of Orange (441)^* and by the account whJdi the Cadiolk bishop 
Apohimiris Sidonius ^ves in the »tond liolf of the fiftli century of tive behaviour 
of certain Germiin owners of private durrdies,* It must also not be forgotnin diat 
in die South of France and in Spain die territorial lordship was directly oonni£ajed 
with late Roman development^ and became very eKCendveand pohrically important 
at an eariy date, and that these mighly bodowtiers had a protective 

audiority {pdtr&:ifiii£my over their properties and terkantfi-^^ The power of tlie 
episcopate in Spain grew sreadily and the bishops often came Into conflict wkli ilifl 
lay aristocracy* hut exerted decidedly more inlluciice ilian tfic birer.*^ Moreover* 
in Spain dre Qnholic Church did not oppose private owneiidiip o-f diurehes as 
sud)» The immense power of the bishops made it possible for them to oppose tlie^ 
encroaduiients of the territorial lords;, and especially their daim ro cake Italf the 
ineome artring from the pcople^s alms. The decree of the national Coundl at 
Braga (^72) shows that this pradifle had been going on for a long time* and that 
ilie dmrdi's opposition to tt liad as yet inet with no real success. The bishops, 
with their pen increase of power, wisLied to make drese diurthes finmidiuty 
and eoondmicxUy independent of secular iuriuenee, and dso to secure ilreir own 
authority over them. Tlrerefore the epi^paie raised on outoy against the 
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trlhoaria upon eondidon of wliidb ibo« cJiurches Ixal fiMlOctfd 

by thdr terrftodal lords. 

The toitfaicto seen in iliis may be dcirly foUcrwtd in bter devdop- 

In Spam^ espeduUy in the sevenib after Kmg Rcocaied I (jS^S-Hfioi) 

had been coiiveraw to CaihoUd^ and Lad nude it die state religioji, ihcte were 
riuTnemu 3 and increasing coinjjiiints agzdnst ibe bishops for dicir Sdiure of 
country and private clturcihis.^ This lal^ in 69 to King Wainha‘s decree against 
cncroachmcuts by htshops upon pmpeny bdon^ng to individual eburd^ m 
didr diocese, ^nd to his declaraiion ttiat appeals to the thirty-year lEmiortion 
(fraesinpM tTzoEnfm/k) were null and void unless the presenhed pcHoct not 
already terminated by iJk tiinc the hw was promut^ce^ It should be noted that 
IE Idd down concurrently that the turems Jmdat&ris should he the £tsc to be 
summoned to malte rikr report or complalnr against ihe olTendirig bishop,' This 
shqiws how little the Catholic Onirdt opposed private ownership of diurclies as 
such; and how d^(y wt must distinguish berween the idfaK of the Chmrh and 
the new tendencies of its most importani represencatives, the bbiliafps. These 
newer devtdopmefiis did change the previous State of affiuig to some e?Etent| but 
they should not be regarded as a doginadc Ktecdon of dte whole system of private 
dturdi-owfiieiship on die gnouneb that it was 4 strange^ perhaps a primitive and 
Gennanic, and cicminly a lusiile tnsiituiinn* The hidiops wwre liietusei ves owners 
of diurcfa^ and would hiiv'c injured lijcir own interoas if they liad rejected the 
wliole systenk 

The question now 4irises, whai was the anitnde cf Afyanism to private 
ciiiuthes ? Aryantsm Itas been described as the naiional form nf Qui^timity, 
adopted at fir^t by most of the Germanic tribes,.* owing to its imperfect nr ginira - 
uoji the Aiy'On* unlike die Catfiolic {EigenkifcAt^ did noi come under ept^copaf 
aathoriiy/ then it seem tliat die daiiii of the territorial lord to coimol and 
use his priv^ne dmrdi w:as tbe result of Aryanism. A high authority on these 
miiiteis lias acK^onced the theory' that diere was a very dose connection intetiialiy 
between Aiyonism and the priv'ate ownership of churches; nwreover^ an Aiyoa 
systifiin of privoie churebes ts aciudly menrioned,* Againsr this it cau be shown 
that pri^'atc diutches eriistcd among die Ar^lo-Saxons and Sesrndinavians where 
m general Aryanisfn did not attain dominiOEif* and this has righdy been held to 
disprove thrir Aryan origin. Tlie rise of private dtutches certomJy has nodiing 
itt ilo licre with the mure national form of Gennzo Chrisiiomiy. But neidur 
docs ii prove in any way that the private church was a spcdhcally GerEdon inaii* 
tudon*^ It has hem shown to be on adjunez of terriEorial iordkiip in Icdond^ 
and smiilariy among die Anglo-Saaons. We know to^y liiat among die laiter, 
icx>, the teniiorid lordship was already excensively cievelcrped,* It should obo be 
noticed that the scceptancG of Aryan dergy and duudi btiddings mmnuned iti the 
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Coundl of Orteans do^ not oeosaiiljr iovotv^ [he adopdon df 

Aryitn systfrms.* Tn ihi& Eormectiaii tli£ famous kttef of die Meifoptiliiun A^icr^ of 
Vienne to the Bi$hop of Grenobfe (j*?) tan be put in its rigjii pbce. 
oppo3jdon to the acioepianoe of herencoJ (Aryan) (lurches hots be^ inDerpRDed as 
aniagonisni ro ihe sysreni of pri^'atc duurdies * which waa so widdy in adstenoe 
among ihe Buirgiindiana before dieir con^'ersion lo CadtoiJdsm and while tliey 
wens aiill Aiyins. But this does iwi appear to he a neffis^ry conclusion- Just as 
the acarptanoe of Aryan churches at die Council of Oxlcifts doa not nojesarily 
mvolve the adopiimi of Aryan meihodSi so aJi^ bcfe the oppafidon to luch an 
aoceptancT does not necsEirily mean an oppodtton to the Aryan privaie church ^ 
sujcln Tiu! reason giv^ by Avitm for hJ$ atnuide seemsi to show dint hr merely 
t^-bhed to arad die sdmre of Aryan ditindies for Catholic pmpo^ ; a preoederu 
was not IP be set ufi, in aocordanoe widi which* if the King returned to Arynnisnjj 
d^ sami! prooedure rtught he used agamsc CaiholidsiiL^ 

It is notj however, jtiiended to sug^st that the private owneisiiip of dutrehes 
was of Eoumn origui. On rhe eonitary It was ndthcr nadofs^tt nor denominational, 
for It occurs among the Creeks as wdl as the Rjomatis and Germanfit Lt tn every 
eountry where territorial lord^iip appeared and attaiiicd ajt lEidqscrirtlent staodiiig 
owning to the feudalizainm of public authority# 

Tlic attitude of the Catholic cjMSCopate was the same^ whether ii was opposing 
Aryanism among the Vistgodis and Eurgundians* or heaihetiism among the Franks* 
Celts, Anglo-Sasons, and Scandimivisn people. As we see from the Council oi 
Orleans ^ was to br^k the great influence of the land-ownii^ 

lay aristoerac}' over me country diurcitiss. In so doing* ihe bishop were MfilUng 
ihe duties of dmr office^ as these had been develop^ sjnte Constantine's Edict 
ofMilan (311). Theevoiiuion ofa mumrchical cf^nstiPidon, which had been going 
on in the differeni Christian communides hflm the thinl century,, vras now 
recogni^ by the The bishop had become the leader of the Chrrsrian 

conununity and had not ody made the pries^thood dependent on him, but had 
gradually ovcrthrtrftm the once greai influence of the lay power^,^ Hb audiority 
was first consolidatEd in splimr of sipirilml leadership of ilie cnngre^itrtnis $ 
afterwards lie alsa became the atlznin^traror and evoi die holder of Qiurcb 
property.^ Ttie alms and gifts of the pious were cnllectied m his li^ds* After tlte 
fegd recognition of the Church by die EmperoTy and after it becamfi lawful for 
it to rreeive tescmieniary bcqtiescs* these alw became more numcftma* and gifts 
of mateml property likewise become more frequentp Is it not, therefore, probable 
jiiai the holders of tfjesc eoclesiastio] property rigbls would make every efllnt 
10 flitttin afe outside iniluenDes fronii th^r adminisiratiDfi ? We can understand 
their attitude at the second Council of Orleans tn 541, and the fhet dm they 
opposed the triAutaiia of die country churches founded by terrimrial 

loidft.* 

This ffl-iy also be e:^plained ffom another point of view* We saw that die first 
Christian commimines of the W^t arose in towns. Here in tlte cfivmr rhe brdiop 
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liad hh see- The elung for the most port to heathcnkm ; but even 

where diurebes w^re fmmkd in the net^ibaiirhood of die nownt rhcy bdortged 
IQ the urban comrmimty ami were tnuJer its bishop.* li was, thetefme, quite in 
aco^rdanoe wtili this tenderu^ bn ecctesbastical admrnimurifm tiia: die bisltop 
should alto try to bring under his au tfaoriiy dturehes foundaJ hy tiie laity in die 
cxiiinm. Undoubtedly one trf die most rffceti^-e tufiitis nf ^temfmg and 
strengthenittg die power of the bisfiop^ by irt thdr econemtif; strer^dt/ 

’rbrnigh acnjal Church propem' was soon dedat«d in be maliiwtMb^ tlw 
bishops had an tjulimjeci! pow^ over the disposl of iis bopme and produce,* 
not to mEOiion the wealth which pious alms placed at duv command- Tliey 
dispensed therefrom abundantly* Tlie poor^ among whom dicre were from dte 
Ix^uidng imractous adiieceriis of Chdsdatdiy, must haw all the mcife 
attiaczed by diis feet. We have already seen that the charity and facnc^oletiee of 
die twihop not Umiffd to dw of aims. In case of fiiminc, com 

distrihtiud, tu rirrrft of w-itr, caprives t^'ete ransQfned, and fioon, as ecclesiastical 
organiznrion advanced, the lower ranks of die dei^ were supported by the 
bisliDp. As the spiritual control of the ooitEmunity became ooncentnitetl in hini, 
and as ids preslige as spiriuml tender of the diy grew^so abo l^e must have appeared 
the most stihahle person to settle quarrels among its inliabinuus. As the preacher 
of broTberiy to\'e, qualified by his spxrimaj office to prevent violeiioe and injusdoep 
the bishop often appeared as the spoktisirran of his dty when it was threater>ed 
from without, and tried to protect The gtvar renown and economic perwerr 
thus Jttanicd by the bisliop!j caused tliese appoinxmenQ to be sougbi after by 
noble Romans of undent Uni^e, even in die foiirih Dcntuiy ; Sidonius Apolltnaris 
b a ryptol e?cample in ihc ftfrh^* 

From die tuwnSi the bishop^s influence w-as extemkd to the surroumlmg 
cDunreyride- Not only did they sinul mminm and foand elutrdifis there, ^ we 
saw abme,” but even m early as the hfili century the strong eptscopl aulhurity 
was able to open a campaign against ibe fey powers oumidc ills urban cimgre^i- 
dons, A weapon was found jn die luslitunon of die arebdeaconaxc, wdiidi Itad 
helped die bishops in exercising eodesiasiical authority nv'er the lower clergy 
frum die fourth ceuturyj 

The Coundl nf Chsloednn (4^1) desaibes it as an old regubuiion that the 
urban bishop should have control over the deigy in bcnevoldut irradlutions, 
monasteries, and cliapds.* Ai die Comidi of Orleans (51O the Frankish bbhop^ 
demanded die obs&vancc of die old canon law that ail fields, vintj-ards, and slaves 
with thdr belongings, given by believers to xhe country diurches, should be under 
the conijol of ilie bishop-^ Tlie quEsfion was whether the Frautish episcopate 
could enforce tlicse claims in tlte new Centtanic state. This depended partly on its 
referionsihip to the supreme power of the state- The fact ihai the Ftankisli briliups 
could xhm prodaim their economic rights at Orlesots shows dearly that dicy hid 
an umlerstiindifig with King Clctvi^ who bad summoned the synod and had caused 
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the thirty-two bifitiop^ who met dJOT to tecogm®^ pfificiple of the royal 
right to ifitcrvtHW jn ecdesiasdcil TIse nionsRiiy and the episcopaic 

die two gtest povH:^ of the ttmg^ wepe in full aecottl and supponsd one another* 
Tlir tnosi petc^rive of our recent etdesia&tic^PiI hifitoriaiis, A+ Hauck, has Justly 
UT^ dm the greatness of Qo^is as a seatratEin lay in hb sweeras in t^dng $uthj 
a rdadomlup. "He turned these irien of Homan origin into patriotic diizjcrts of the 
Frankbh Kmgclorai"* * 

This naturally tead^ to a considenuion of ihc g^ear problejn of the nature of 
the Frankish staie-clutrdi^ in wliicli the most htipotcint fectur is the much- 
dbaisscd oonvenacm of Clovis to the Ouhoire religiom. This esocrcbod a derive 
iufltience in the subsequent period, and was a dctermiuing factor in later rncdic^^ 
developmeriE* Ii has long been thought exti^LOrdmarj* tim the Frankt Oovis, 
did not Iwcomc m Aiyan^ tike mosi other Gemiantc kin^- There ms certaiidy 
flo }^irk of cSon m win him over to Aryanbmt whkh had already penetrated inw 
hb chclc, and hud biien adopted by one of hb sisrera. His decision undoubtedly 
Ofnphasbed die contrast widi other Getman stat^ and ran caiuiBSt to any pan- 
German aspirations wliicli tnay liavc existed^ for instance in the mind of TlkMxiofk 
the Great, 

All mock™ sdioktrsagree that Qovb’ act was due to poUiical considerarionsj 
and was aben w'ith a vieu' to its client on the future of liis kingdcun-" It has often. 
b«R assumed ihar a kind of early F rankis h bnperialbm ’was the caus^ and tkit 
die king hoped by diis means to win over the Catholic clttgy as importmi allii^ 

m hbw'ntsagabist neighbouri ng Aryan sra tes. Burgundians and Goihs,^ Aixordmg 

to thj< view his w'as induenced by Kb foreign policy in the near fururc:- 

Bur too much weight must not be laid on Clovis^ politics, lo all prob^hdity 
his TftLscjns lay much nearer home* He made a frierkdly wrill the Aryan 

Visigodiic king» and then w^aged war againsr die Visigoms as the ally of the Aryan 
Buigundbns** A fir more likdy expSanation is, first, dial Aryanisin Itad no 
following in Kotnan Gaul, secundtvi that the Frankbh king was adoprittg the 
celigtCFus beliefs of the new Homan subjects whom lie had tnentpotatod in large 
numbers into Ids kingdoiTL by takuig over Roman GmtL Cat IroUc Romance 
people fonued the majority of iltb popidatiorw Tlius Clovis not only avotd^ a 
split between Catholics anti Aryans in hk kuigdoni, but thtf umfonriity of religion, 
fo effecrivx at that period, wms able tn bridge live giulf between the Roman 
Frankisb populatiuns^* Anoiher oonstdeniiticHi must ^so have aifected He 
must eeftainly hitvc realbyed the gteai power of the Catholic episcopate in tte 
Gallic town$ tmd elsitwliere. In fact it was a poUried nec^ty for him to g^n 
toitcitil Over tliese infiiientisd bbhops^^ Hb behaviour tmmed lately his 

emv-ersiun shows that he fully uralemood tbdr tmportanoe^ Thus Ooyi^ 
dcckion was in all probability govetned by iniemsl politics and fEjsr events m uts 
kingdom, and was nni a sprailation in foreign polity* , , t. 

This conclusion slieds a new^ light on the congrambrions which Arehhishop 
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(jf VkriM «ien4l«l to ihet newly linpmed oonv«t. Wc Im-c ^drekly seen 
bow wi^y hecsdm^sd the feactHm cf the king^i pnliticAlariiUfde nrt die Cbundu* 
The fact diat this miesia^Cfil polftidm m^itdbed Clmds again^it die East Roman 
Emperor, atid hoped the spread oT die mie fmilE among dbfiHim peopli^ 
in Jus oonvet^ti, shows what dte Fiunkhih episcopate ejtpectfid (torn ClnvisL 
Had he pedups olreiidy guiitamcod dm the Frank wtmld fulfil these expectatiocB ? 
At my race ihc deaftea ^ die fiisi Cotmdl of OHeans^ summerod by Clovis m die 
year of his dealh, prove that the bishop’s Impes were juadficd. 1 1 has dready 

that th^ decrees indfcace hi part the promises wtddi die king bad 
apparently made to the episcopate,* Hie outward form of tbdr compo^on ind 
promidgistton is Not only m they directly addressed to Clovis,* 

but they are described 2^ the resutt of delibeiadmis undertaken the king's 
tequest and carried out with his sgreenienT. A magnificent bouqnet of con- 
oesgions to the Churdb was lieiewitli praenied io the bisbops. Ncrr only did the 
king pnimlse to provide poor chinches with sufEdent property (c, 5 ), ind to hand 
over to tile Catholic Qeurch from hb Visigothic spoils the biiherto Aryanehujdies 
with thdr praperty (c* to); but he guanfiteed the immunhy of ruyd gifts of land 
to the Chufth (c, 5 )/ and reoogmxed the bbliops^ audiotisy Cfver du: coumry 
churches (c* 15 ), hi piou$ oblntions (c 1 4\ and, finally, die right of 

satwtoary (t 1). 

dm'a* detire to meet the Church iialf-way and to gh^ her his foyal pro¬ 
tection agaimi liie seizure of her property or attacks from willitnu, becomes 
panicularJy obvious m hf$ letter 10 the bisliops (e* 507—511),* whldi some ediiors 
have coirnctrtfid with <he first Council of OrUans. The behaviour of the king 
and his example trnm soon have Imd 3 fitf-reachmg effed- At the beginning of the 
se^'imth ccntiiiy the royal charteni Copied as didr Jiasls die klea diat benefits 
ctmfcrml on the Churdi seciimJ tbe privilege of eternal reward** 

It has been sufGciendy sliown how j^idly the Church grew in ilie sixth 
century. Her tidies were incafajt3h1& The oft-quoted fiiyingi attributed by 
Gregory of Tours at ihe end of di* century to Owls' grandson. King Chilpcric, 
to dW ^€ct that die stafc-cteasury^ was impoverisbod b^iisc all wealth had been 
transfetred to the Churdi,* is only the rdleiitioii of tlie immense Jinptession made 
on Eomempomrics by the economic devneliTprnent of eccleriastieil prcipertyp 
But die q^iscoptc had acquired greaf poww nor only economi^illy but 
politically Chilperic's saying, quoted above, continues with ihcs mi[iorEant 
stainuent: mJG parinis nia ppHtpiMfi tfgnmtf- p<r«r hijfUfr nojier <t 
M tt(/ tpimpus And as a tnatier lof fact^ if wt Gregoiy's 

NUufry^ ef ikr fr^nh^ we are Struck by die fet that the bishops ate in ihe fruefront 
of all e^'tnts; they an? ihe persons who aci.. His hJittny of the amic is ready a 
licstory' of tJic blslmps. Tilts is not merdy bcscauM be was a bishop The maner 
gcies deeper than ihit, and cntisi have Iwen iniluencecl by tbe whulc geographical 
and political configuration of Gaul in the btnr Roman Empire:- Ttie Roman 
provindai division, partly based on die Cdtic Cuzc^tein, and artanged according 
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td lucid folk areas fe comitiucd in liic diocesan sysiemi The (wo m'erc 

caanecwd cvm tn laie Roman fimcs: the centre and ocecutivc headquarter^ of the 
old folk^Ma became dse bisJiop^s see, die episcopal town (chiLis}^^ We see the 
transition espedoUy clearly in the GidEirumt which efesenbes 

the Gallic diuidi^jipptiiJiaiion about 400, probably after dve Ctnmdr^ dcoTrt;^:,* 

TJ>e political cotbpse of tlw Roman Empire in the \Vrat was to tlic adxTiiitage 
of the bishops^ for then m^y dniifs whkfa the sinking state could no longer cxnrj 
out automatically devolved on themp RocRanism fownd its bst props in them, artd 
in (hem the Roman populadcm strughi and found support^ b^ly because they 
bdot^ed t& the old and rich ftmilies tif tlie ttjwns. This lasted throughout die 
sceth century.* Often one noble tamUy was able ro retain epkooim! power, 
because t]^ peoplE chose tlidr bishop again and a^n irom the same £kim!>% 

The good rerm^ on which the Fnmkish kings stood fitjoi die beriming with 
die episcopate explain in large p^ why there was so few serious conllim Iietwoen 
the king and the bishops in the toww during die sixth oentury. 

The inheritance from late Roman nmes, which came to the episajpatc during 
die eariy Fniukisli period, also explains the political rote of the bishops The 
jmportant postiimi wlddb they soon assumed in all the gmeri! aHaiis of stare 
was not created by (hem, but was firmly estabhsbed tmich earlier. The Frarikbli 
kings did not mterfere with ti, and mdeed maintained a consemrative altitude 10 all 
Roman arrangeinenRL* 

The after-effects of Roman condkions were especially obvious in Spain^ 
where the bUhops^ as in Gaul^ ipd had a well-establislted posidoti in the towns 
from bre Roman times, and now incteosed thdt power*. Tliis w^as afco to some 
exrenr ibe case tn Italy, for die Lombaitl conquest did not cause an interruption 
ill destructinn of the epi^^pate^* As long die Lombards were Aryans, they iiad 
very little influence on rile Catholic btriiop& All that happened w^as that side by 
side with these! tliere were also Aryan bidtopSi The tnfluenoe of the Catholic 
bhhoj^ only really made itself felt when the Lombard kings therttsels cs went over 
to Cathoiidsm dSo).* For tbe Romati cpiscopte the impoitanf point ivas that it 
liad it^ central and supreme spiritual posiiion and orated a Papacy^ 

and rim, owing w its rich kntkd possessions^ h was able 10 uiaininin an e^ttm 
retritnrial primtely powder in fane nf the new cottqttemn. On die basts of iia 
biternational importance ii fouglit succsfilully for iis independtriKe agatnft the 
Lombards, and fyr the reason was able to use the poilikal quitrreb of the 
European sratef to its own advuittage against various opprosons. The fact tbiit 
tire Lombards were Aryans ai the time of, and for a ocatury after, their conquest of 
Italy, mode ti easier for the Pope to carry on tbe politlcil struggle on beliiiir of Itis 
own position as Bkbop of Rome^ while die other bishop ouside Rome foimd in 
him strong and constant supprt.^ 

The Catholic eptscopte possessed great miemal force because its spheres 
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of iruercsi were imiform and a>- 4 rrdinateij^ iu>t o«ly tpiritudly but abo 
economically 3 qc 1 poUtfcaUyr as comp^ml wiili those of ihe mw mlm. Mare- 
over^ it afwaj^ had at m tbe Cbund^ whtcb futictioiwd m^briy and 

consuttitiGnally, bringing about unity and agreernent v iod these were bound Socm 
to becoine politically important^ on account of the great impoitauoc ufimltvidiial 
bishops m the state G* Waiou ont of ihe greats authonties on early Getmin 
const!muofiai history, considered tliat thesecoundb " were almost more imporraitt 
in afiairs of state than in the questiaos of ecclestastical order and dbdpline with 
w^hkh diey were supposed m the first place to ded/^ * 

Thus the allinfkce berweeo spiritual and political aulhcmiy, characrnetisric of 
the new states, originally came rnto existence owing to the peculiarly poweriuJ 
poddett of the qibcopatc at the end of the Roman period j besicks l^ng die 
ecctesiastia! autliority^ it was also, owing to its econotnic importance, a political 
pow^ til die fowiH, and hence m the po>vlnda 1 admidistniiiotL This W 4 is due to 
tb; fad that ibc new Germanic rulers had founded their stares on Roman soJh and 
oGiuiniied the earliQ tina of development Ii was intensified by the pmeticet 
which ptevatled to Gaul during the fifth and sixth cenmries, and Liim° tn Spain, 
of eho^Tiig as bishops mm of a cenain wlto bad previously held important 
posts in dvil adrtdnistrarion.* Tliese mefi were consequenily often laytttm, 
and their prncried experience In a secular po£i wa^ a reconunendatjon, sinre it 
equipped them for the important economic tasks wiiich a bbbop haii to perform, 
A good example of this attitude may be seen m the speech in wliich Apotiuiaiis 
Sidonius recommended Simplidus as Bishop of Bouiges^* which abo shows' 
that already at that rime bbhops were often sent on pohcical missions 
other on bdidf of their town or diocese, or of thdr Euitg-* The great culmre of 
diese members of distinguished Roman families was cenainly a valuable asset 
on such occasions, and was probably rarely fi^imd elsewhere- In the sixth centuiy 
it appeacs ilint counts or conjrt officials were especially favoured by the king or 
queen for ekerion to bishoprics, and wiTEr appointed On their reccimmendaiion** 
Tiius die personal activiries of individual b^ups brought abmit an exiETtsion 
of their sphere of action to secular and esperially lo politicil affairs^ The pnesrige 
of their ecdesiastical dignity made them seem pardctilarly qualified to ded^ 
quarreb and lo setdi- politic^ couHiecs. Not only were the Usliops the kin^s 
eoiindlfot^ but evem m tia sixth cenmry they -were already taking part in all 
political affiiits of general importance. They represenbei die spiritual Lnceresi^ of 
tlietf towrts and dioceses- TIte tpliiring up of the kltigdom, and the subsequent 
quarrels among ilte rulcis of die new sub^visions^ incieased the prrwer not only 
of the lay aristocracy but of the bishops The famoii*i Edict of Clothar IT ( 614 )^ 
which definitely gitarentced the great privileges gained by Quirdi and nobiUiy 
diu'Lng the previous confusioo, was promulgated by the king auft jJiwtfiryS'ciSfiu 
vf/ ram rins aptemaiihu wt JtikMus norr/if In ^TioJala tfoeriSo.* 

In the Acts of the contemporary Synod of Paris the aim uf the bishops is thus 
spcafidlly described : rrc]rrcrife^.t, ^uam^jQ prbis^ij^ qidJ salua ptfpaS 

* ii, s*, ^ L 

■ s<t ij)t tn AyIhb of Vi«w. /'(mat, C ^(G. ri, C 

* .Wf. AA. f it) fl!, 

* IIS. 

* CL LcKBifi^ op. n, tff, 

* t.f. fjTVfp^iry « To«n, iRimr. v% ; wuip ^ 

" C£ ibave, iflt £ * ^ Uf Mg., CapiL 
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udlSuf canp^umf ^tdJ eccl&sioitkm Tl^ 

simiLm^^ between these twa c|uutaiiom iUtmnuies the messiiTr af cpwopal 
mflLuenu an all piibiic affairs Sytiod and «nite assetohiy cofneide- 

Thb influence of the biidu^pa waieapcdalty great m Spaiiv wfiere ihe coundU, 
which were liio attended by acuhr ncb!«, r^ly did the wwk of tlic aiate 
^isesTihfies, mtd canmdied paUtical by thdr dhdskjt^^ In Itdy ihe bi^api 
were not ^ impottant at !k$t, pardy because of die schism ■with Rome w^likh 
was eiu^yiaged by the Arpn Kings o{ the Lombards." Bui there S great 
change after the seventh century'^ when the Lomhards became Caihollt and the 
itoinan Catholic hierarchy was lecognizeMl in their kingdom. Tbe bbhops were 
restored^ and the Churdi was reorganized In a maimer wliich w-as gxeady lo thdr 
advantage. Tiey mok an important ptace at the Roman synods of tS49 and dSo, 
and under King Umprand they were atieady in possessioD of large estates. In 
Icjy, more than anyw'hcre die towns remained the cenire of the whole 
fetritorial adminisiraiioii, and this made the bishops, who had their sees dicr^ 
tncieasitigly imporrnnt; the diocese ocpnesponded to die secular KrriiQrtum of 
the and ics ecde^itstical head became more md more induendol in secular 

matters also^ 

Among the Irish and Scottisll peoples the Church crrganmitian was mainiy 
monasde in duuactnr, and this foreed the biduips into barkfiroiincL* Bui in 
England nn approach to Egmc was miidc after Wilfred's time (Ddra) ahmit die 
miadlc of the seventh century, and this led to a greater pitidpaticin of the epis- 
copare tn secular affaiis, a process considemhiy liastened by the mganizuitofi 
at die Qiurdi by Tbsodnre of Tarsus^ Arehbbliop of Canhrebury^* Corbett has 
very properly Uid stress on ihc lict that this secularization of the eptsocipare and 
the d^dopmeat of episcopal lerritorial loidslilps iras nor English in origin, bui 

introduxfd from nvitllouti probably in imitation of Romuio-Frankish models^^ 
While in iMs way the bishops were achicvifig a oomhumiem of spiritual 
and secular power, tlie monasteries practfsed asceticism and enemuaged renuncfa- 
rion of die world. Tiry were thus oftim Situaced on the -waste lands or in unfre¬ 
quented places. We can hardly doubt diat some degree of opposition ea dw 
episcopate pre^-ailed in Gaul during the ftmrtli centuiy. "^The history of St- Mardn 
shows this clearly enough** In die fifrh eenmry there was a CDnsidmbte increase 
in the number of inungstEricsj wltkli miiy have been due not only to ascetic 
idesb but also to economic and soda! ewrdinons. They were neihgea for the unfree 
who were groaning nndcr the yoke of Roman lardship, as nrtay he clearly 5am in 
tlie decree of the ^itncd of Chaleedon (4^ t^, in whioi it rs bid down that sLj\e% 
may nut be accepted by a tnonasrery wrdioui ilidr masterV pennissjan (c. x|]u* 
Tlw monks were kymen* According to the decrees of the same eoundl they were 
not to le^ve thdr mouaiuery’ or coocern themsdives widi ecdesiastkal or 5c^ct1lar 
matrers. TIw monasrerks were^ bowev'cr, drendy umler tbehisliop and Iris consent 
w*iK necessary for didr foundatiom“ 

* CiupdI. T, ifcv wne i. 

■ tX DaIu^ yP, 43* «pd 11 V, Sdiix6cii| (tfiiX ^ 

■ TxDdHita, vp- c±L| 

* Cf r. ikboeKkr, de, Itp ff., 

* CC juuli hi, £^jt EfljfiA Ntuo^ (cdiL^ * V. SchubcTi^ 0^. ClL^ 

* Cff OwheU in 7^ AttS^yuf H, ff4 ^ 

^ Ibid, i(i> * CL ieAitEiSp i, j^cc 

* Ibid., t, ijoi- ** Cfp PfiwiLp 0^ de, 1* ti. 
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Tlic Gennadc csomperors wc^ also scricdy conscfvauve to i\wis jirdtude 
to dwse amngemmts. oi liu^ Jate Rc^nart Ii » known thar rhc 

FranLish ktogs^^ fioo) Qovis onwardip gr^ily favguTKl t)ic mona!?ECTies; ihjtry 
dDC only made \bsm gtfis of lojid^ but cutiscd ww to he foumifid, 

ofxen, kept in dose TOudi with thent. From the beginme^ of the sixth cenmiy 
cf^rtnto nbbots became infiueiipat at couit^ ud someiinies these became bishops 
Tims a doser imderscmdlng spmng np between the. mana^e^icsatid iht ephco|haE& 
Owing to the rapid mcrc^ of new m-onsstcffe amorig iht Franis and their ndi 
acqufdiions the bishops had good reason to put the decrees of the Coundl 

of Quioedrm into efiect^ in parttculxr because irKmasdc houses woe now being 
erected by private people on tlsdr own bnds, and these Landowners were 
ckijning a share to ibc ^is ard income of stidi EigimiBster^ Of prtv^icIy-cswTied 
mcnasteriesp Here dieie w as a don^ of competition with tl» binhop Would 
he succeed in bringing these ridt and numercius monasterv^ under im eoittrol^ 
or wodd they secure emandpation from him, perhaps with due help of those by* 
mm who wot amistomod to appr^tor this abbot of tliar cwn mnnastedea f Am 
origtoany the ptrapccrivc abbot was not even required to be to onifpau^ 

We sec fitm the Goundb of the fimi half of the sixth century how gnfaily 
this qucsdoti occupied the atteation of the btshops^ who obviously realized its 
bnportince. To assume that the monsstk: systent in Gaul was so fitlle d<iveIoped 
that the monks there wot reladvely insignifiainr people is to tmdcmnr the 
importance of t\it monasteries. We from the deciees of the Gnindb of fo6, 
5i7p. and 541,* dm the bishops wot not solely concerned with tlie spiricuai 
guidance and supervision of the moioscefTK, but abo with the pmbfcm of gaioiiig 
control over thdr cmitoaiiilly inci^ising wealth. This can have been no easy 
task at that dme, for there wizb no one uniform monastic organkattoci; several 
differem orders «mcEL 

The founder of 3 monastery cmild exercise a decisive toJluenoe upon its 
afEihs. In the middk of the fifth oenruty die Coundl of Aries gave a decsioti 
ftwmiiahlc to the inunasTery tn a prtioilar case, the complaint of \l)e Abbot of 
Lcrin against die Bidiop of Fr^fus, In the FrankisLi Qtip^ this formed a pte- 
oedcfiE for ihc rcgutatiofi nf such rebmnahips. After the LMn coscr dtc Luxeidl 
cast also esrabtished a precedent for the bmowal of privileges, giving ppoteoian 
agatofit nfaiiscs and cnjcmiidtoients gii the port of die bishops. 

The mendon of T ^ivtuti brings us to that important pliose of dcvclopmen-t 
heralded by Calumba and liis Irnili-Scottish Church-system^ Owing to the 
peculiar sui^ conditians of Ireliuid, to wit the existence of a don or tribal ^ysictn^^ 
die Celtic Church fostettd freer and Enore independent monasieries^ Ic was not 
rhoc ihere were no bisliops^ but the bishops mst ihere were hod no povter of 
furisdiednn, os they had on the coruinent; in Ireiand it w'as the mtTnasde abbots 
who held die Columba tried to introduce this sj'stem into the Frankish 

kingdtmi also. Af^r 190 he himself founded seveid new monasteries there 
(tnduding Lureuil)^ frvmi which on enormous ruiinber of others vpTing up rn the 
sevendi ocniiny *; and in all tlicse the cndinirig result uf CoIuiiiIki's rnonasik 

* ftp. dt, itt rrj, ad Hwdk, op^ cJt,, 1 ^, rj7* i** 

^ 01 IlftUdc, t 4 $f md PcifdlZ., op. J| Mud 3 ^ 

' Cf, lh« ulidE^ HdliKbc IGjdaCt'^* fcy ^£iuEi&c. ■ojil dL; tlnuE^ ^ cT.. 
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** WDS that matiy moiusicxfcs were irKkpcrn^knt of thdr dknocsaiti 
iHshopJ It is no oofanddence that the nimiber of mofia^c privileges tLefcafiisT 
tegjm to iocn^se and desteloped rapitily, and that Rsbg^ch in for the first 
thno itJCCHTd 3 royal cbirttr, whkh, together with the now non-exhtent duuteis 
of Luxeuit,, betarat ihe tnixld for a otics df later foundation^-* Rsbach was 
founded by the som of Amhiirm^ with w^hom Columha Ulmsdf had found a 
kindly refuge on tris fltglit from Queen BruniuM-* 

The piuaber of iliese mdependetw tnonasteries founded imder the Etdluetboe 
of Coluffllia stendiiy mwiisid. They even found their way into Germany. WTut 
is the 5igmfii;:ance of dus f Aemrdmg to rite opinitiTi of a eomeraporary the 
various provinces of Gaul wete JitenilJy strewn with morpisterifit and ocuivenis. 
Not only did hi3s» of monks and nuns swaim all ovtsf the munny and seitl? in 
vill^cs ami cities, Wt they even found their way to distan t and upitiliaiiiied regifUB, 
where liaidly any nMitwaterics had been seen previous to that time,* Thetr mimhers 
increased steadily. Tlic source quoted above speaks of ugfrihm mttnjxi-AonAm 
ami €Xfmuna puellstwri. Tliej' must have prm^ed a formijiabie atiracrion for the 
lay popubdon. 

The privilegis obtabed by these monasteries were directed against die 
of the bid^op, under whose dioce^ power they were placedL 
These privileges were somedmes giantcd by the bishop hbnself, paniculady in 
the case of houses of which he was the founder. But bjmen, loo^ with increasing 
frequency, insisted from the vm OuTSK upon a greaier degree of inde^derkce 
as a condition of iheir gifs.* The king^ who founded many tnonaatedes, were 
particuUrly insistent upon this, and there were also here and there EigsrAl^ixr 
ovtt whidi, as over country chujthes and oiaiories, the bndowner retained a right 
of control- These dcvctopments soon gave me ta another practice At first it 
was essential lo obtain the initml consent of dn? bishop to these privileges i tf 
his successor in the epbeopate disre^rded [hem, die manastery would tiy to get 
the king to guafantec the greater mdepentknco wEiich it hxi attaincrL Tliiia 
rntmoiStic hmises began to rim at obtaining royd confirmation of dtdr privileges^ 
Sornetimes, espedalty where die king was one of ihe foundets, s royri privik^o 
ivas grated first, and then, at the king's request, x rimUar pfivilugfi; was soug^ 
from the Eiishop.. He oould hardly refuse dib &vour, on aoenunt of the relatioHShlp 
that eristed beewoen the royal power aind die eptscupiUe- 

Tbe regulations cDnoined in the toj-al privileges granred to Hesbadi {iSjO 
show tins main points at The bishop was to ha\'e no control o\"er monastic 

properry <u the mcome therefrom, and lie was to oiler the monasteiy only by 
ttivimiim of the abbot and tti order to fuIlH hi$ $pccial eecksiasdeal fimcdons 
w^IdiQut aonaying the monks- If them was a vacancy, the ocw abbot was to 
be cliosen by die CDngzegadon according to the rule of die order, and 
the etecred petson was to be mscallecl by ihc bisbap.* It is obvious that 
ihe bishops had been using their spiritual piriadJciion over th* monas¬ 
teries, and ther opportunities far carrying cut cotrin spirintal funciiom 
(e.g. ihe dedication of altxnt, the eonsecrarion of the chrism, ordination, 
etc.) in order to demand paymEm, or lo make other claims.^ This mi^tr 
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happcf) aJ] mort C 2 ^ty as the monasteries gmw ridter and pious gifts 
tioiJed in in laig^er qtiEndii& Tiidr gi^i wedth tmisi fuive bcfiomc miJu*h mom 
tempting whoip at the end of tlie sktlii century, iniemd or^fusiofi and the rise 
of the seoihir rtoibitit>' brought a munbcr of Fmnkidi bishoprics teto tiie 
itands of wordly men^ who ^‘ere not mtermmi in ihdr diooKes and bad risen by 
uieaiis of avariize afkl vroleact^ A successful semd was now niiide against these 
m-en, and economic dependence on the epbeopan? abolblied- TFte necessary 
prelLminary to this was freedom to duet the head of die lumisc. The monarchy 
persuaded to support these alins, because certain monastenes or thdr 

foundei^ planned a transference to lOyat autbority and placed themselves pnrder 
the Ring's pmificdon.’ 

The reb nonship berween the monarchy and the Church dius became doser, 
and gntdiiaUy broadened its scope. We have seen iKiw sigmhcani Clovis' strirnde 
to the episcopte was frwri ifae very banning. At that time the Qiurch and her 
most important reprBentadves in Gml regarded their dependence cm the king as 
a matter of course. This was not only because hidierto in ihe Roman Empire the 
emperor^ as head of the state^ had possssed such rigjm atid they could hmdly 
be refbs^ (as in the Aryan kingdoms with thdr bezedcal Idn^) to the FrardLtsh 
kii^ when iie went trifcr to Cathdtcbm- Nor was it due solely to die &cf that the 
Fianklsll king liod an almost uiillmited authority over his whole land| for dial 
WEB true also of die Aryan kii^doms, Tlje main cause was timt k was to the UiteF^t 
of the Cadiolic Church itself Tlie Church stood In more need iban evcir of pro¬ 
tection w-Me pcIJtica] cct^hdons ww bdng reshaped in die Cgrmmi coimtriet; 
and k was the moniirchy from which the bishops expected anti eien implored 
such protection*^ It was not only tlie actual conditions of authority, the consti- 
rights of the Frankish king^ whtdi made the subordination of tlie Church 
to the repiesentaiivc of staie authority seem a matter of comse. The bishops 
themselves had ev^ reason to recogn™ that authorit}' and even to empliariae 
itf for only the Frankish king^ after hb conversion to Catholici^Eii^ could give that 
security ^akist the neighbouring Aryan kingdoms, of which the Qiurch w^as now 
in aore Aryanism had made gigantic strides- Even dqring (he levh-^l of die 
Frankish mopiarchy by Chavis" wars:. Church property wss often plimdercd and 
diminished.* Tlie bishops knew very weU what they were about when they laid 
34idi obvious emphasis on the supreme power of Clovfe, ilte mighty Frankish 
monardi; f<pr they derived fram it rhe fact that it was his duty to protect dw 
Church. The pmcrical results of thk, in all quadom connected with the legal 
pcttitton of die Ouirch, axe obvious, fly placing tliemselii'n under the king's 
proicction^ they recognized lik supreme authority j and this oorrespemrM to 
borii Roman and Gcnnanlc views on 

It haa ^mraetimes been suggested tha.t Qovis dieted in ccdeaiafirical matter 
not as a taw-giver but as a politidam* In point of fact both powerSf tbs king and 
the bhhopSsp although they realized thek own importanne, recognised equaUy 
dearly their mutual need of one another. The bishops also acted as pulJddans at 
that time. In their Ecntude to the siare they w*£rt nor guided solely hy the rcgula* 
nnns of ccdcsiastka] law* but W'ete dearly induenced by politka! conskletations. 

^ IbidL, ■ Ct LogoIi!^ op. ^ IJ„ jS?. 
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Whai^ dien^ is ihc prigiii of xhs Csihofii: Naiiorul ChunA ^ ^ A compliMiC sysiEm 
of hw fqmiijig the of sudi a Churdi tail hatdty be saJd ro have been m 
rsiiEcnee in the earfjr stages of the Christian rtiMmrcfay under Clovk RestsudieiS 
into tlie apppintments to vsijaiis bisliDprics have shown dut the canon kwj pre- 
scfibmg the election of htsliops by d^gy and people^ was ooi delibetacdy set 
aside by Qora, but vim in geneiat gbservGd."= It bocante apparent everywhere 
that ^ new demem had to be rockemed with, in the sJtape of a monarchy iiW was 
a real Its Loflumoe wm felt, but in rdiiionsliJp 10 other factors in the 

sttuuEion was as yet undetined- Tlte task was so define that reLadon^Pi and dial 
task w^as perferrtned by Clovis^ auccescirSta'"* A wcaldi of euanples may be adted 
from Gir^oiy of Tetuis to dtow that; ihe election of a bishop by dergy and oon^ 
gregatfon never passed completdy out of use, Tlw king exerdbed a decisive 
influence on this ** election'' md in reality appoinasd his owncandldaieT but he did 
not da away with the practice of election as such. He rccogniied it as the legal 
form, cv'en when he made the appomrmeni^ and hitnsdf stressed tlie importanoe 
of holding it and complying with its methods.* In actual practice nomination by 
the ting took place t™ case to cast, though it wsb not yet □ kgal nghi, ctahned 
on principle and rccognLied as of univeml applicadon. Thus afier the death of 
Clovis many free elections by deigy and congiegatipn root pbee and were merely 
coiifinned by the king * - in 549 the fifth Cound] of Orleans dedared this 
form of appotnunenT to be ihe canonical one, and die Couiidl of Paris in 557 
opposed appoinunent by the king.* Oovis* successors proceeded to Some 
extent quite arbimiKly, which led Haudt to conclude that Clovis could not 
have fixed my nonnal l egal procedure as regards the king's ocKOpennoiu^ " His 
ptDcedure fell as ht behi^ the assumed nonn^ jo Hm of Theoderic and liis 
giancban exceeded it." 

A comiiderjiiou of procdduiein Italy shows that this royal right wns nnt token 
over from Aryatusm, In the ixtmbajdldngdmn not otdy the king or duke okn part 
in the appcaintmeot of j btshopt du! assent of the royal officials was sho 
necessary for the ordination of deacons and priests by the htahop,^ Tamassia 
ftherwod dtai this riglit probably goes back to late Roman custom and was not a 
Lombard Innovafion,*' MoreoveCi at dm dme the Pope already had cotisidcrable 
mButmee in the appotntment ofbfehops in Italy.** 

A c3Dmpajisoo of conditions among die Aryan Visigoths in Spain reveals a 
marked diffotence betw^een the earlier and krer periods. A$ toag as the Lombards 
and VBigotbs were Aryans^ there was litde Infiuenot on die elecriom to Caiholic 
btshnprics. On the conuaiy, the late Roumi fonu of appcintnumt U found here 
alsoj and in Spain a bishop often appointed his successor during his Jifetiitie.^ 
Wlien the Vb^goths and Luzuhards went orver to Caiholidsin, tlu: king''^ iafiuence 
increased tn importance,^ It h dear d»t the chief foetdr in this ctevefopmeni was 
not Aryanism, but the poliikal tmponanoe gained by the episcopate in afikirs of 
state and m dve euuQdk summon^ by ihc king."* Tlie non-Ar^ Anglo-Saxon 

■ Set Gtfnx cditH a*! L for V. SchuiKrt^i 

* Lf, lial^ fH* wu« dfft MtFmtttgtfn H f. 

* tUfickp ofx rit. * Und^, lid 
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kiit^s enjoyed a aifniloi infiaenc^e md for ihe kute raws s the rneasnre of ihcif 
influence varial suxonhng as dictr b^ups, who at wtns pdltically 

tmrmpoTiajir, acqtwted polidcal sig^l>can«-* 

This tniikes h possible really to imcterscifid fobse^petti cIe^'«lopmi:ttH in die 
Franktslt Idiigdbm* With the decay of toj^ pcFwef tn the sroofid half of the.sixtll 
century the king's riglit of ciomlrtatian ileclincd. Tlie dMmgna Cana 
(614) of die grRidy strengthened aristocracy expte^ly recopiiKd rhtf oifvorticai 
^ectimi by clergy and eongteg^on.* The Edici ot OothK" It atirmpts a rectm- 
ciltQtiDfi on this point betft'cen the two rival powers, the Hisn>craiy fttid die 
monarchy* The right of con&niiitiQti is expressly ifiendonetL TTua con- 
fiificmon v?afl to precede die ctmsecmdofi of the eJeaed person- Neidler royal 
ptTwer nor ecclesiastical iivdependen>re was to be unlindted ^ dw a>aj)iMiroti 
of C 3 iimh and state wus nec^saay for die Ii^ appoinmient of a bisliop.* 

Later^ when a snot^ cenmlized power grew up in die office ot Mayor ot tiie 
Palace, die *\molfiitg 5 once nlpre trsod It for the appomtment of bishops^ as is 
clearly dvown by Eliroin's behaviemr in 67^-6^* IndcHh tiiey w-ent a step 
briber, and whm privileges w'er« bestowed up^ monasterieg, any fate on 
tlicir Own private houses^ th^y demanded a promise of allegiance frcmi die abbot- 
dect,* a precaudoa which may have bejen due to tbedisnnrbfflKCS of the rime and to 
the poliricd conflicts whicli were dividing the nobility-^ This demmMl for 
aUe^ance imm monastic offidak was conlinwfid by the early Caroling^am, 
cspechlly by Cbari^ the Greai, and was also eneounig^ by ibe bishops in ihc few 
cafes whcf* the Isfier had been decred by free choice;^ In general Charles irnkted 
on Ilia mherited right to nominate bkhops^" It b ditts apparent that pnooedtire in 
ih«e rnanm followed no recogmied legal tmtui, but dcpetwlfid nn the red measure 
of poliried power widded by riw monarchy of shfi day- 

We oome now m tbt question of entry into riw dcrical profession.^ The &.ci 
chat here, to^ che confimiarion of the Fr;tnkiah king was necessary mm\ have 
arisen as an ^^ptarion of Roman rcgularions, intended to ptwciu any evasion 
uf txitatjo% or dmriniJTion of the cax-pying or mabk popubtion- For a Omon 
of the Council of aichy (616) shows that ai any mtc by that rime such oonaide^- 
lions wsre really an important Ibctor*" Moreover, the law of ilie Emp^or Maurice 
in f9i ditmld be noted in this conneciion ; it b)-s down that no offidal or solcher 
may become a cleric or monk ttn til lie lias fimshed his service**® Xlie eodesEasri&l 
principle that any man entering t!ie ranks of the dergy must be fre^ so thoi la 
be not ctiverred by old duties from his new duty 10 God,^ w'OS in pracrii^ certain to 
cause the state to dabn this right of confinnation- Even sbves could nm enter the 
derical profession except with the consent of dicLr mastrrs, or after manumission* 
In ifae Germanic^ and espedally in the Frankie, teme this royaJ privil^e was all 
the more strongly emphasiied^ since fteemcn were linked to the governing power 
by a tie of byal^, strengthened by an oaili of alk^oe so the king, and binding 


* Ct CftLoammmai iimay ^ Mnikmd, t\ iia- 

* IhiiLt ilJ ^ ^ LfiiasJins. <ip, c^Lp □, tU, 

* JLjuck, 164. * CL iluudi. DKG.f i% 3^ 

IIHue T^mj^^tiebr In ditfi Urit- ICjtU iL ^ vb 

»74 Um). ^ 

* See £04 L • IdttidbkdAr, op_ dL, ^ t 

* t 1 ^ MG^ doi^., if 1 ^ L ^ tl»ftOEmD, CtmtM, ki| I, 

II CL Looaiq^ cxL, K 


THE CHUnCH t7i 

tlscm to the perfotmanre of cmaiii pul^c ^er^icifta (miUraryi cte»)-* In the 
ktngdom from duj aijctii cecitoxy ortwT^s liiij tionugc of ili« 
appears as a de&mtu tiadiiiiMia! H* Irumw was of opimon dm tliii 

getieml oadi wiis not crigiiHiliy ^ right of rite Geiuajnlc m.otiao:hy,. but goes bita± 
to PLomin pifioedcms ativ^og the FnmJo^ ihe Godis^ ueI Lombafcli** Tliiic king 9 
right CD make this enrry depcTKknt hts assent may be esphtnfid ^ 3 C ooffH 
pteiDETitir^' cnadmentf tt> i^hkli speckl aLiemioti slmuld be drawn. This h the 
prohibidtin of any kiiul of private asstxiaiion which was not to the advantage of 
ihe ititc as a whole, no the ground ihai such assoctadons were mcom paiihle with 
ihfi geoEtaJ rmh of adle^anoft.* Thus tltis phenomenon in ibe eccksiasdcal tow 
of the Mefovingian state is ^!apabk of an organic dplruiatioo* mdependenr 
of the itihvence of AxyaLfiism, 

The smtf tried to protect itself the losses which threaceiKd it in 

consequence of ttw enormous growth of litc Oiurch and her power of atmcoon 
in the economic spherfc These consideratiDfts were the cause of rhe ImutatioTiS 
and difficnltics intjnodijced ai this period into the condiiions of larid-<mwej*anQe 
(^uch os llffi icquirenijent of a will in writing and of wime$ses^* the enactmcti t of a 
rigju of pre-emption by die nearest rtlarives^ efc)-"* 

The great inctease in gifts of land 10 the Oiunii in the interest of raUmion 
brought about eQOnoroic and sodaJ changiis which in the long tun inrcvjtahty 
affected the state. Some iime ago the attention of sdiolan was drawn to the Ibrt 
that in BaViiriB ihe duke’s assent to ^ch troiisfciences of kmd to the Church is 
e::q)|jddy mentioned in ibe chaitei^ and from tiiis it wats cotKliuled that to 
$peddc assent w-JiS reqmied for every such grant of land J But Bninner pmnted 
out that in th^ jL^x Si^hivar. otul the Dingoiftng decree it is esptRSly stated that no 
one should hinder freemen from giviog ihrir pni^tty to ihe Churdr** He was 
also of the optniun dial the Ravariitn requiring i^mscfit to pious j^ts^ was 
Unique in the Frajikiah period* He tftdhsod tltju the ducal aaseut might be due to 
variom causes^ not only because the Land tn be conveyed migh t in some coses be a, 
ducal fiefj but also because the dimois ihem^elve^ might be pat^fat&n 

TUift AaienteSf who needesd that pennission if th* property in question was not 
given 10 diem by their lurch Bxuilner wmt on 10 suggest duit gifts of land 
obtained by clearitig fiscal w'oods or wostiies also rcqlihcd die duke^s assent 
F tnjtll y he very rightly pointed out that often there is no quesutrn of conscni to 
alienadon^ bat merely of die agreement cf the duke to the execlion ofnewchurthes, 
ii> die gmnt hy freemen of their own perscjns, or 10 the grant of free children to an 
existing chur-di- Not infrequently the consent was required mendy fur purposes 
of corroborarioti agamst rmpeachment by oihcitr" 

Brunner's vkw is undoubtedly correct* but he to not carried his dedumotri 
from ihe Bavarian choncra far enough* A similar proeediins may be seen among 
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tht We mm rwt aHtro- oursd™ to be dccdvwl by ilie ouwnrd appcat* 

looe of ihe docmnmn whkh pioaesi, Tlie Bavarimi cliaitcis ^ho%r diat the 
so^llnl wck cwncenwd cbidly ’*iib pntatA and dei^gy^' Bur 

«ven ajttong the Franks these codd only be mack widt the king's conienL^ 
ft-e know tbar riin fir^t Caiolin|psiifi decreed that land wliich owed 
to rtuG king cotiM not be alknat^ or^ if h lud beetle must be rtstcired 
in dw betrs,* I-Ck the kin^s permtssian was necessary^ Thfa dann may be traced 
to Merovingian dm^ and is found as early as Marculfs charim-* In this con- 
Doclion It is pcriiaps possible to «i]^esE sm e^pJaimdon of the lung's claim to a 
eemin cnntrcil o\'er divlaons of inherited propeny among freonen (ifiV/™ 
o/fufe)^* The fiscus probably had a general iniercsi in contmllirtg such divisions 
of properly', because they would considerably fedliste transference tn the Ouirch 
in consequence of the rigJ^t of subdimion At my rare, there is 

documentary evidence from the (ZaroLiiigim pcrricd that at timns the Oiurch too 
demanded a tithe of the inheritmefc* There abo an opportunity presented itEdf 
for dimbisbing the disbm^ements pr^itnisly made to ihe srate.* 

Fmaliyi the Fmnkisli king also had to gi ve consent to alienations by rrikiumi 
m royal csiaies-* These tmy be cnnsidcted die equivalent of the Aojtufi^i 
pfUtstat^m dSe at in Eavaiia. 

Thus among die Franks^ inOj the government liad brought under Its cowiol 
(he tnmsfcrence of land to the Chureh^ It was not that ii was opposed tn such 
j^ts on pfindple; indeed ths Chtmih^ as we ^ fram many of the folk-bw^ 
obtained favours and mitigations in this wry matter. We Iiave already spoken of 
the Bavarian bw and the same situation may be seen fust as clearly in ibe £er 
JlamaruioFiim.^ Ofi the odicr hand, dw lUx Sax&m^m in ihe passage which 
secures ihe righ^ ^ pre-emption to relatives in cases of dienatinn of property 
makes a spcdal exception of grants to the king or todieGmrch^^ Thisfavouri tistti 
must often have ©ven rise to abuses and must have hastened the time when the 
state would have to limit it. 

The legal position of the momreby in lespea of ihe Council^ whcfchy the 
Fnmkish king ^lh summoned thimi nnd gave consent and confirmation to tliek 
deebiony, has also been explained by some fdiolats^ notably by v. Schnber^ as a 
resnir of Aryinism,^ Aocordir^ to this theory die decisive fetors in the ^i tuanon 
were econemk and sodal, viz* die mSgmtory life and die nature of scttiemctir* 
Bur^ as a nruuter of (wci^ the German seftletneut did not proceed in sigglamemtion^ 
35 cicunpact as v. Sdiubert asauineti them to be, least of all m the three states wltich 
lie specially Rienriqns, Italy, Spain, and Burgundy* It is otily necessary to remind 
the reader of the diviaon of land with the RoinanSj whicb from die beghming was 
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ttspqoijlik for A ctmsklrrable ituMg of the twQ mucm^ * Abow all, li it miDOtrctt 
(n think ofa solid mas^ofCtmuittinhahiring da^open couiiEiy, whik i\^ Romans 
conc^rr^itd in titc t<mm- Tlik^^^miprjtini whidi ts nut bnm? oui by rlic scjtifces, 
is the dikfbask fc^r the thoDiy lhai da^ tcibil Chnrdi ckvdoped Into ^ uadoad cnf±, 
Nq one will tkny tl^at m the BGh sntl sixth when the Genrm srates weie 

being founded on Rjcwnan sojl^ ^nd even afterft-OTtk, the tribal contmurion n'as 
cmemely irnpomni- Tbat is stiJlacndy proved by ilie fnlk-tav^ s, wfikh were 
promulgafed in iht^ new kingdoms. ?k{ctrco\'er^ we may take it for granEed that 
the development of separate trihd states must Im-e liad a certain reaction on die 
legal petition of die Church within, didr botmdaiies, more especially as tliat 
Churdi had gtiined rights which had to be lecogniTjed by the state govenuneot. It 
wiJt suibce lo mennon only one of diese^ the great landed ptopeny acquired by die 
Churdi, writh all the rights atadted [hereto^ sudi as irtmumms^ jui^ck) power, 
freedom from taxazlon and tolls, eic. No dt^t^ also economic mequiilitii^ and 
dif&JTOcej in the composiiion of the popukdon caused different developments 
in ihe various states. 

Wbctij thcrefcre, a ringk mcmmhy developed in dusc tribal smeSj the king 
and the bi&liops, because of tlieir bnportanr pasihon m town and coiiiuryj found it 
to ilicir advanrage to rake ccnmsd rogeilier* Tim was metely iltc nsttnal onn- 
sequences of authority whidi both had acxjujred, and of tlidr do^e connection 
With one anorher; and it was also the neossaiy preliminary id any organiied 
sy^m of gcveminent tn the new Germanic stales.^ Govis was not t^hg a new 
step wJiot Itc stunmoned the biidinp to these common councils^ but was merely 
continuing the pracdce of the Romm Emperors wiihm own sphere of it^ 

In dife raacter also, no Aryan model necesstry. It should be noted that cme 

of die best authoririt^ cu early Germafiio eedcskstic^ law went so far a$ to urg^t 
that we cannot speak of a Virigothic or Burgundian nadonal Omrdt, evim 
diOugh die bisiiops met tliere in EXiundl and, at ^ny rate, in the \nsigotbie kingdom, 
bati to have the Idng's pennission id do so/^ * 

In Italy, moreover, where accoiding lo Schubert's theory the lombard king 
cnight very dedddy xo have had this dgh^ w-e bear notliing of ir * on ihc oomrary, 
IE the Pope wlto summorv^ die coundb in whitih the Lombard bisliops took 
part (e,g. <5^9, 63 q) ; King LiutpramL aJthou^ his royal power was ccmsickTrabk** 
mcrirporated therr decrees tn hk laws.* 

Tile Merovingiim kings were die fim to create a mdonal Qiurrh, in SO far as, 
on tlte one bandt they formed various cederiastreal grottp^ tnio a single whok 
widun this Itounilarks of the Frankish krt^um and, on im other^ prevented 
non-Fninkish eedestaatical orgLuuzaiicn from excnlng a direct irdiuence on Oiurch 
aSuis within chdr langdonisJ Tills consdtuted a fundamental from the 

conditions pmvaUiwg among the Vislgoilis^ Burgiundians, md Itdians. In die 
former case the metropolitan see, w^hcre It exanded beyond the boundary of the 
couniTj^j WM not affected by the formation of the new stated but in the IJtter case, 
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Afw King n^cbcrt's corHpfGi ofNimh™ Itrdy and Pimaonb^ ir was tj:lfinded 
to tnclucb bbihoprio which bLd Itiiherto bdoiigcd In AqiiflrfaCAgunturo^'nbuniJa, 
Vininium).^ The cKtea^ns of Uie siaK boundary dins an extension of ihe 
ecd{£iit«[i£ 3 l sc£ 9 ^ whidi disappaicd again as Boon ai these conquests lost. 
Thus Qtur im lost fToin tha mitftjpolJtan see ncitli MibuL* Tile some tendeniy 
td fpna a miti-onal Ctumdi may be noticed wlien a iku^ Ftaukt^h bisho]Tnc was 
fwndexl in Maimetme the end of the sbctli ocnttaiy, when ilie alpine districts 
were hmukd over by the Lombards lo King Guntdlram and were d&taehed from 
the diocese of Turiti * i and agaizii when ihe bishoprics of Uate and Toulouse 
were detached from the $« of Narbonne and handed over lo that of Arles,* 

These changes shcFw that the decistv'e factor in ihe formation of a national 
Church was not membership of a particular nation or tribe, but the grouvib m the 
pottncal poTter of the Frankish siate^ The Frankish nadona! Church was not 
nadema] in the " folksenses and iheiefoie die icm “ national coiuudk " ■ is not 
an adequate es^Tession for the assemhiies of the tdshops of [be whole state. Th^ 
were stale cotmoUt as compared with the proTindal Fjtiods m each subdivision <if 
the kin^om *; and these stile synods FCptesented the Fraiiklsli national Church. 
They not m be descrihed merely *i " a result of the Franks" snoi^y 

developed polidcal partiailiirbm Pos^tWy dte process also mfluenced 
by tiic ccclesiastim] connast with the neighbouring states, wbidi were all Atj'aiiT ^ 
contrast which Clovis would rnake ii Ids business to inteuaifyi in accordance with 
the ^jKral tenouf of his internal policy/ This w'ouJd explain why ihe Fitmkkh 
kings could, without oppositioai from the hierardiy, tixst their ^ 

ccclcsiasdod body, even though it was not so tn fact- 

Thfl Frankish kings summoned these councils and definitely mflueni^ed their 
work. Schubert dunl^ that Urn was an afier^ect of Aryanism, but ’i-arious 
arguments have been raised against this viea.% Firsi, where one would expect to 
find this xniiueooe the sjtuxIs were summoned not by the king^ hui by the metro¬ 
politan bishop in the Burgundian kjsigdam/ MoTWVcr^ ibc eKient to whith tJie 
Fiajikisb king etercised ihis privilege has been exa^ieTaied. We ktttrw ilistr itie 
first Coundl of Orleans (SJ^) called by Qovb who suggested ihr subjects 
for discussion, iind bBcr decrees also mentjon dial the kmg liod summoned the 
oaundk But does this really slmw ihat tluse coundU could ;^asetnbJc only at tlie 
Idng^s eommand ? Decrees do also exist in whicli the royal siiinmons ti nnt 
expressly menitonetL The conmiand of Kh^ Sigibert III (c. ^44)j diatin fumre no 
coundl dmutd meet iu lus kingdom wiihotit lus cojMmt,^’ shows that such cases 
must ofteji iave occurred previoudy^*^ 

This reading of the situanon is abo supported by the fact ttiiit the m^l 
assent was not essential for the validity of ibe cuundi's dccieea*® If state councils 
Qould be summoned ofdy by the king and if be always prescribed theh: workj^w'e 
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shaulcf wpecE ihsa ddihentriom so stron^^y inRuenced by iIk state wmild have 
Twrdetj its assent. Moreover, rhere is in inb no rest dcvtatton irom the Roman 
point ofTi-iew ‘ for in Roman timo only dw decrees of the asoiroetUcal councils 
were exmtirnicd by tiie cmperois, thus bcootning laws of ilte state. There Is no 
question of any oonimitarion in the oie of other cotuidb.* ilere^ 
tmpomnt diffiitnce between Ftankisb and Viagodik oondltitios is apparent, fitr 
in ttie Utter case all d ec r ees of the councils, even ibe purely eccTfaii^fml ones, 
needed the royal assent.* 

QovU, and the Merovingian kings after Iiirn, contnmed the old pmcriratof the 
Reiman period, wheteby the Qiurch raanaged Iter own internal affairs wilhotii 
being foteftl to seek the assent of the scue. Tliey could afford to do this, beouise 
die bishops were mure closely attached to the king and more subcirdinate 10 liitn 
than were the bishops m Spiio.* 

Clovis did not ccqiy lti$ system fcom a ready-made panem, but carefully and 
wisely weighed the (Ktrtiailar conditions of his people, who were mainly pro- 
vindats. and tlietefbre preserved Gallo-Romano artangemmts as fitr as possible^ 
adapting tliem to the new political needs- This is very dearly seen in the most 
significant featniT of the Fionki&b Churdi, i.& its isoUdcin from the Roman 
Papacy. All rcUnons with the Utter did not, however, cease ; on occasion OovU 
showed his respea for thetnoiaj authority of the Pope of Rome-* The older theory, 
ihai mmiediaiEly after hU conversion the Pope effected direci alliance with him, 
is incorrect, as frtc letters of Ansseius IT to OovU * have been proved to be 
spurious-’ They came into toudi wfrh one another, because this was unavoidable 
at a time when the Fninkish rule was spreading over Burgundy and Soutlieni Gaul, 
which were cfrssely allied to Rome,* Here also the oDnSOTaris'e principles of 
FittokisL eedeslasricsl and state policy wee obsewd; the king did not disturb 
existing conditions b«r recogrthed the Ardihishop of Vtenne as the Pope's 
ViciT ]0st as Oovis liad previously rtoogniKd the Papal ouihority. But he allowed 
dut Vicar as litlle actual influence over die Frankish Church as Clovis himself 
allowed tlie Popt The feci that m times there was no Vicar, shows how litde real 

E WfU- he had,* and it is im portant to note thm die Frankish episcopate seems to 
VC cotnpletely approved of this state of aflkirs, or at least made no arrempt 
to give any scope to the Papal mflueiioe. Although believeis made pilgrimages to 
the graves of the apostles iu Rome, and brought back relics, and althoagh 
monasteries betted the Pope to grant tliem privileges, these enme into efrbci only 
if dte king gave them Jib support.** Even such a vigorous and otherwise successful 
Pope as Gregory the Gteai could not alter rhb feet- Although he 1^ good reason 
for his dforcs to abolish simony among the Franks, he was not m a porition 10 
remove the abuses^; and fits waiuiugs to Queen Bnmluld, with wliom iie 
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apparently tried to up 4 oofTspooclmo^ had littkf pradka] result If he 
wi^d 10 anything he aruld do h only die king.. But \HSfy 

he sttim ii> Kavc to deaf eats^ at st rase 10 have met vilh a very dllalary 

repense to his tecominfiiidations.^ 

This dcv-eli^pmwt of the FrankkI) Qiurdi has been described zs " frndom 
from Rome Bui it ^uld be inceneci to estplam it merely aa ibc remit of the 
strangih of the motmdiy^ for this wjjs definitely diminishing 21 ihe dme and fnr 
other reason^ be3Lde& the portidoe] of the kingdom.* Tlie complete cessariofi of 
inLercourse beeween die Frankish Oturdi and the Papacy' cdoly ccdocides wilb 
the £imous Edict of Ctothar 11 i.e. with the great rise to power of ihe 

Frankish aristocracy. Arfetocmey and episcopate -mere at that time allied by tbeir 
common inretests. These were chiefly economic, owing 10 die tfiormous increase 
of gTOi sdgneoria! estates. But they "were also political for these great ram were 
endeavouring to E^tmd their power at ihe expense of din monarchy, which 
agiiii and again dcpendejit on thdr support: in die disln titrating quands for the 
ihronCf and was, therefore^ forc^ to raa^ polidcd concessions to them. ClotharV 
Edict was to some cxceni die complement of those events which wt can already see 
dearly in ihe Treaty of Andelot (fS?).* This i^ty chiefly guamnleed the power of 
the bishaps, diough ii also gtmanii^ that of tiie by adstocrticy. At thsE dmn 
ilicre was a growing tendency for bymm to become bishops in the Fiankidi 
kingdom j and we cm see hsm nuidi alike were ilietr polidcal dms. The Reman 
Papacy mergmiciliy oppo^ ihis simony and Hied to induce the king 10 get rid 
of the prevalent brity and confuEinn- Tile powerful Frankisli aristocncy knew 
what ra expect ftom Romt Wily should they desire a diangie in csondidoms whidi 
suited them $0 well ? Ii ^'^35 obviously they wfio frestnued the Pope and pre^ onied 
him from interecning tn Frankish ecclesiastical afiairs. It was certiinly no aeddem 
that just at that thae the Frankish Church ceased all ijitercouTse wiili Rome- But 
this cannoE be regarded as part of a great politiia! ptogramw planned by tlie 
Frankish monaidiy and designed to break off sysitcmalically all idations'whh 
Rome; niilier, it the tnifwaid expression of the intemat oondidon of affair^ 
whidi the king was powerless 10 alter* 

The best proof that dib was so may be seen in rbe change which took place 
during the eij^iili century. Frafu the standpoint of canon bw the Frankisll 
Church ftos irt proce^s^ of dissiolution nt the be^ning of that century, and it is 
mi surprising dut the Rome free " Chutdi could not ptwent this “ dedine 
Ii would have been much mote surprising if it hatd. During the d^ih centtiij' 
Rcm^ emre more got into touch tt*iih the Frankish Ouireb, This unporunt fact 
has ofton been attributed in the expansion of the Anglc^Saxofi mbsiocutry movc' 
Enent; but it was ceriahdy imf thematn Tlie Anglo-Saxon misston, which 

was dosely en nnwed with Rome, was at work on the eondnent as early as the end 
of the 3 evcnih c^Ediy; and yet Rome liad no perceptible influence amemg ibc 
Franks under Charles Nturd. Bonitce, wliwi lie Eerumed from Rome in 720 to 
devoie ht m self to missioflaij' woric in I lessen anfl Thuringia, met with a very cooJ 
recepdon ar the Ftankish court*" Tlie Papers Icixcrs of leccmuneridadDn had no 
efijfct. Bdiind Charles ihcxe apparcruly stood the Fnmkisli epiacopare which 
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the ftctivitks cif BofUfof» wiih dbTntar.' Howir^’er siicce^til Is* rotplit he 
in Middk Gennajiy, m Thiiringia* Hcssertf and East Fmnojnti, lie (^oof no 
influence ov^ die main Fitinki^i Omrdk Tliis is all tin? mote significant beoufie 
eisewhcfc m Bav^ die Papacy very succe^l Just then; in yjtf Duke 
TlietxJn tiad alieady made coniact with Home. 

The great change abotiiafter the dtadt of Charles Manet (cL 74® J when 

his son, Caricnian^ Ti^lto bad grown up in the mcmK tery of St* Denis^ tcpokupon 
liimself the Tefomo of the Frtokish Oiurch^ This was begun by the firs t German 
synod simmoned by liim in due absence of the Frankish episcopate,* The period 
which ckj^es wiih die refonning synods of ihc mayors of the palace, Carleman 
and Pippin (Soissons 744)1 was a rime of stjjpriiiciint developmcms in more trap's 
than One- liauck attribuied the fiict diac Rome once more came Into contact with 
the Frankish srate 10 the work of Charles Mnrter$ sons, Carleman and Pippin** 
But there were deeper causeSi This penod (^44—743) lias lately been cksenbed ^ 
(lie ntne during whidi ihe righi of private d\UT^~OWT^tsk\p(£igsaiiri:A£nrscAi^ 
gained complete ascendance among the Franks.* Now die growing ptedominanre 
of this system is tmdoubredJy eonneded widi the gjowdi of great *" manoofli 
estates in the Frankish kingdoin. Ecdesia^cal and secular Undowmers (as in 
the liiEc Roman period) had acquired csemption from public flulhoKiy (iJOTStfnxMr) 
Ibr dunr cstaats.* Tlirrcfone the more poliiiail influ^tce the srisiocrMy aKpiired 
ai the expense of the monsrehy during the dvd wais at die end of theskth century, 
the more ihey smiigiliciied thdr IndcpMidcmce* In the Edict of Clodiar (^[4)1 
(lie Magna Corea tiierumm of the Frankish aristocracy, dieir im|wctant postdon 
was legally and formally recognized by the king^* These rij^ ts of immujiity were 
then developed in diffetenc w’ays. First ibe seigneuiial ptrisdicdon of Roman 
otigiti became merged in Tlie Edict of CJothar D shows dearly (& (4) due 
the possessor of ^ immimity, like die old Roman assertorpachi wris comimssioned 
by the sate to guard die peact :7 Tlib edict also tecogniies the fiuTsdiction of 
the great eccksiasbcal and secular IwidowMira over thdr own peoplt^ cx^pt in 
crtrrdnal casiB (c* 15)* 

As in the late Roman period of ihe fourth ond Jifth centurffis, many less 
important freemen come under ihe pajrtKmm^ of ihepamfis uiid were turned mio 
dependent peasana on these territoriaJ lordships,* also the same ihitig happened 
now omotig the Franks and the Vistgoths- Even thought ilw ItJg^I status of the 
Germim tcrrittnial lordship dlfford in its orign from the peculiar type of juris- 
dicrioo wtiJcb survived from Romim rim^ on the esates of ixrtajn dmrehes and 
grat tmitorial lofds, nevertheless m both cases the admK^ on inio parrcKtmum 
{mant, mtinMtir£wn) h?Kl tile Same effect»; it brou^t about 0 personal dep^ 
dcnecMjflhi^ prot^gt on the protector wluch found cxpreffiiion in tbo tepresentation 
of the foimer by the beter hefore publtc justice 

Now it IS significant ibni at the very rime at which the Ftauktsli bishops in 
the oevciuh century synods were opposing the right of private dturch-ownersliip 
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they aba objcciing m the fief that i%£fe being admitted ca the 

patrotuge of ritE grac by nables-* Itshould be noted,moreavCTj th 4 t in the donees 
of the Qiiindl of Qmlons dib probibincm foUnws ij^tmetlbtely cm regubdons 
dheneil against the private dumchea. The dose ctmtiecdon of ihe moronenci 
is dms cbvitHK** TW process can be imcecl c%'en earlier^ Use CoftiiidJ oTEaitic 
(Gsecony} * of 5 s t ana^ the patTveiu^ of bytnefij aiid fe&ra to eartier decreed 
of the Comicib erf Grange and Arles 441—50^** Tiic fact that it is die Cbufdb 
m Southern Fmrioe anadcs this system an eariy as the middle of die fifth 
emtury is in beeplrtg w\th the wctl4Emjwii and ofwwjuoted staipmerm of Bishop 
Salmnus of MarseUW coocesning the admission of small free peasants Inio the 
parriKimum ofgreai lettitofial lords.* In that dbtrki di:e afier-^lTects ofLue Roman 
eemdiuons ^cre epedaily strongs flue die Germim (/rmm^iAued) 

led to the spjne nesult- Wltai wc have here is a fusion of Ronmn .ind Gtimuii legal 
prindpks, which hsve ttndergonc ^ peculiar developmmi owing tq the Oturdt 
itself Tlie OHindl of Bonleaus actually uses the Cerman term mundthif^ih where 
the Cotmdl of Clialona speaks of patrocininm. Jtist as the Church united Roman 
and Germanic believers wiihnt hersdf, and was the repiescmtmiv'e of a coniinuous 
development from Roman times onwards, so here^ too, she carried on the old 
tndtdon arid adapted it m die new' Gctmsnic condidonsy 

Thb is very cleariy seen in that protective ndudonshtp which Uter became 
so imporranT, and is known as the yhgi^L The inhabiianB of distiicQ under an 
mununity wm: repiraented bofore public fustke by opcZwk or aJvocnri 

or M/morei.* This b not a purdy Germanicsystcin, hui occurs in thelatcRoman 
pcfT^ In the Visigodiic temtory^ where Ronum influenois ww espedally 
strong, we find die term a«ermrej fof the yogt£^ Hie view that tfac K ygui 
was not generally found uniil C^rDliiiigian dmes is Incorrect ; h was univenal 
in ihe N(erovtn^an perioci* After rite iocdimi given above of ihe growth of powder 
among rite by nohUiiy,* h can come as no surprise that gteat laymen^ especially 
counts end royal shoiild fiave repiesetiferi the Ouiicb In this V 3 \\ 

Their Vegtei seemed for diem not uterdy an actual infiuencje over the diundies 
which th^ protected* but also economic advantages. Tlius it is cumprelieitsible 
that even at tliis early date riiene were loud compEaincs of die ocat^onal oppre$sion 
of FJjifse-" 

Hiis* bowevef* b only one aspect of die general results of pistroembmu The 

C Kiof not only represented hb preeige but bad die right of dtsposal of his 
Even in dte fourdi century diere were niutieious vilk^s (yFcQij W'hldl wwe 
under the patnxnjium of great lords^ isiul were thus admitted into the dtde of tbe 
grot temtarial lorddiim,^ l£ detgy enteiod irm such a rdarionslirp* ihe Icxrd on 
whose land a private cnurch had b^ orccced donanded conirol over thb diurefa 
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and i>vBf ihc piot» gifts whidi fell tw its This mraii tfur di^y wcm 
wiihdrawn from ihc diinKt jmi^cdgn of iheir ecdesi^^c^t sitpotrif, tbt^ bilficipi^ 
3nd it can ^ily be tmder^icxxl why the Comtcils opposed the admissipn of die 
cJ«gy into the jm^tocrnuirn oFbotb Wng and 

But the po^itkm appears mcjst dearly in the rariiesi l«i£re of ptolecticm 
grained by i!m first Q^Iiitgmns. These cooihine foynJ protection wiih iW 
mofULsitic Tight of dccdon/ which marl t> it possible for dte imnmtmes to become 
independem of the bishopk Tliis must not, howem, be mtcqjrated as indimiing 
a movement igpinst the bishops;, for the r%ht of free ekcdon of the ibbot was 
intended u a protectioTi agaimz encrmcbmcnisby ilic kiiig;s as wdl as the 
Nor h ibis all that can be said on tite suliject- TTie line of dcvdopmcpit Jihould be 
considered. The elective privileges were first giaoled by the bishops; foaordfl 
the middle of the seventh cenniry thc>* beegme mure frequent* At that time mo^x 
of the Frankish bishopric^ fdl into ibe bsnds of very wordly meri^ 
interested in thett dioceses mid were notorious for dieir greed and violcnoe.^ 
Ckujnch firopcfty had been largely appropriated by lay noblesi* who tiad made 
use of the to Mpiie it,’ Thus there is a dear ootmeeiion between ihis 
bdaviotjr on the part of tlie lay aristocracy artd the monasde privileges* which wen? 
granted so frequently during the se^TUtb oenrury. Ir has not bew reatia^d thai 
auiOng the formularies of that period are ro be found documents emanaring from 
the founders of privaic monasreries. It is higlily significant that h should Iwve 
been necessary for monasteries of this sort lo obtain a spedat gMaranTee for the 
security tf tbm prijpeny and for freedom to dect their own ahboL* In do^ omt- 
necrion with thb diaroer we find another whkh has the assent This 
requiresd because^ oa the dcMh of a bishop, bymen oftwi took ccdestastical 
control and wafted the Chunch property on wt^rdly aims.* Obviuualy aftiir die 
death of ibe fouruler of a private rnonasEety, bis family might lay claim t» the lands 
which had been given to the munastery front ihcir alpd, a freqtaent occurroifle 
later, in Carolfngbn timei^*® It romt also be remembered that royal eonfimouDn 
of monasne ownership of property bdng more and more frequently soiighr at 
this time, and often appears In tile chartM in dtsse wodmon with the privSeg^*^ 
^riius it is plaiii that in the seveoib century ilie by arisrocracy, whose politk^t 
power was rapidly growings made a vigormis attack on the vast acctimuladoii of 
ecclesiastical propert}*. It was the mi^iarm/n trgis espedally W'bich enabled them 
to do so, and tt fs nor to be wondered at that the great mayors of ihe ^boe (an 
office whkh is itself an example of tkh gcowth of the by aristocracy) busied 
selves with the appropriaoon of Chiirdi properiy tin a brgp scale. Ebrom and 
Qiarles Martel wtsrc especially active in this dhection, and they wm merdy 
following ihc example so fluctassfully set by the by puwera during the previous 
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S«en in this l^ht. ihe seculartzatifin of eoderasksl (nropeny Eo the eighth 
ootut; i^peats to be not so nuidt die esertkm bjr ihe sate of a ddm lo use h for 
public pmpoves as a direct consetpwnce of ihe ptcvioiis eomanttc and social 
devdopment When the ccmml ^ the goYcn un eni fUl into their haiwh^ the 
ntaycn of die paboe, by virtue of the miniattrlid ^ppQcd a ptiviice 

nght* the n^t of private churcb-owneiahip^ MijpubUc a&irs, TbU vslnly 
ode aspect of the d^y asspetated process, 'whidiiwas going on meanwhile In iws 
Getuuntc states and wHdi nutst now be dbeuwej, liarneJ]^ the of f et i dal i sm . 
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THE RISE OF FEUDALISM 

N O branch of the liistory of European civtDzgtion so smkmgly ilte 

zemafkahlc progress of modsm smoJatship as does the hhtory of leudalisun. 
Indeedi duriog the QiiieciceEidi century feudalism for a conskletiibk ijccajiic 
rhiC study par of 1 c!ga 1 and constiiutiona! histOFiari&^ sinoe it vl^ rightly 

seen to be of fundamental importance for die eluddatiofi of misdievat oondidans^ 
After the great ccnfiict Iwfweeo die eariitr French theory, whicli tended fo tegard 
it as a derivation frtim Roman condidons (the iitujhfa miHtaria of Imperial rime) ‘ 
and the Gejman theory, which sought its derrvsdon in die “ followinghad 
to some extent died down, G. Waitt * and P- Roth * worked nut on the b^ls of 
the latter their impoRant conclusions is to die essential oatuie of feudalbrn and 
the period of its growth* For some dme after the pubheatfOn of Bruttner^s 
researches, which wete based on their residtsi^ the quesdon was considered to huve 
been fmaliy settled. His work on the Merovin^on bud grants proved that Waiiz 
was right in consdcririg that already existed at Hm dme.* In hh equally 

famous second treatise Drr Riiu^rJkftrrunJAnfaitge Jes he mitdc 

it dear that he coimdered Hut die chkf cau$e of the jusion of two hitherto separate 
l^^al tnsniurions, pairaliTum and 6&tefictum^ was the reorgamzidon of tlte 
Frankiidi army iiecessirated by Cliatbs Martd's war against die Saiacsens, The 
Fninkisli Eeader obtained the heavy etvalry required by mem& of mvestitures, 
wbidi gave a man the necessary economic quahficfltion for this ^rvtce by giving 
him the right id the fof—a right whidi was Limited to his own person and in 
due duraiioii of the service.. 

Brunner'’s work made one grett contributinn to the subject by ihrewifig 
light on its legal aspects. It Is easy to understand why it lias betm so Wi moeived 
up to the present day and has bc?eu copied by bter tiTiters, on the wdiolc^ without 
adverse cridcisim as a final solution of this vexed probtem. Even at the present 
tinie it has not been definitpfy rejected, ihouglt some objections to it have becu 
raised. Ttu^ it inuai be pointed out to-day that one of ihe basic assumptions of 
this theory is cotnpEetcly tncorrect, ix. the suppcTsed reofganlzaiion of the Franktsh 
army utid^ Cbxrles ^ta^td. For Brunner's tnain assnmptidii, that up to then the 
Gcmtan peoples^ espedatly the Franks, had Imd no heavy dviiry ^nd that ihdr 
armies hu chiefly oombtm of iftCanury, h dcfinimty wrongr A number of docu- 
ptov^ dial die German tribes, cspcrially the Franks, Ibd ntany and cjcceJknr 
horsemen in the first cemurte a-d.’ It is only necessity to refe to Tadtus' 
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rnrurk m iia Girmam «Itii ite lord fiuqimdy ruadt the gift of ^ war-hrirse 
lib ^tsifrikattis for jmipwcs of militiry ecpjipmmLi Tit ilie 
sixth couiuy ihc Franks not only hail mcnmwd soldiers but aiso a tmop of hsjvy 
cuvsilry, as is sIkiwti by Gce^^ty of Tcmr?" account of the campaign bi wbiat 
Thurin^ waf cflftqiictttl (sjOt* the cunpaigo in Britony in 5»rid other 
smaller mUiiary enieipiiscs^'*^ When Einhard pimses ChaHem:^nc for riding so 
pertistendyp he points otjt that lo such on extent has diis pmctioc been a nanonal 
cttsiom among the Franks dial no other nation onild oompam with thiaru* 

Brtinner paid far too Isitie airenrion lo earlier development. 
He passes quickly * tr die wars widi the Awjts, which msm been fiequent 
ia tile sberh centmyp describing them simpty as invasions of die eastern frontier 
and ^hon campaigns^ and says that the Frankish leaders were atble to bribe ih^ 
invaders lo wididiaw peacefully by psjriienis of mcmey^ But this leaves quite 
unexplained the cqwmsionist policy of King Tfieodfiben, who, in a well-known 
letter to ibe Erapemr Justinian boasted tllat he had txnfitded ins 

kingdom to Parmoma* Shortly bdote tks Thuringia was ckvasted by the Franks, 
and we have already seen that they used mtnmwi soldjers in this war* Montovef, 
at this time aitd aim under ClotW I (d. iSi) the Franks fougjil and conquered 
die Saxons and Juwa, tribes from lower GcimMij' who arc toown to huine hjid 
plenty of horsHnen,* It should also be noted that some sources which were 
ODnshieTed to prove the preponderance of ca^'uhy in Carolingtaji times,* because 
they showed that Charles the Great levied only or diicdy boraenten, realty refer 
DO tlie Frisimis and to the north of France, where both then and earlier horse- 
breeding waji enenriveiy carded on.** Nor, finally, musr it be forgotten that the 
Aicmanni^ ag^nst whom the Franks tinder Cbvis had 50 ofieji to were also 
famous as riders,** 

Thus, for scv'cral cenmries before Charles Martel^ and indeed from the earliest 
rimes^ the mndve ^hich is believed to have led to the fnrmanon of cavalry was 
already presenL It C irri t moroover, be shcFwn rn tktail iliat Bnmner^s second 
aignmeni, that the Franks could wa^ war suooessfuny against the Saracens only 
by means of a strong cavalry, is equally inconcct, Roloff diall«igQd tliese nr^ 
ment3 on general reSinical arul historical ground^ supporting ha own view wiiJj 
examples drawn from the anrieni Greeks ^ the Swiss, whe^ sucoeascs In Ismle 
afibrd a striking proof of ihe fact that infiturry are wdl able to Iiold thdr own 
against greai troops of cavalry, Moreove-, cn^ence to the sami: eSbet may be 
drawn from Our hbtoried souras iheraselves.** It has already been peunted out 
that m Aquitaifte thcie were a large mudher cf horee-^oldiets even tinder the 
Virigotha,** and one souroe jt dear that tlie fveglect of thdr jftfmuy w% the 
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very reason why rhr AcfuJoiniiias could nol conq^sfir ihe SaricetEi in baltk; diey 
were so efUsninare that they avoided fighting on li h» abo been pointsd 

out dial in Soutlicm GauJ and Spain the araiy had httn ridtng horaahack no< 
onJy from die liTrae of the Soiiaccns, but from Afi eiriicst and dley went on 
doing 50 later ifi Ajqniciine as weiL^ Tfie soldiers In (he sotlA had be^ on horse- 
back and nsuaJIy in armtiur from Rotnan dziu^ but it b uniibely Aat tlie nonhern 
sraldiets would nav^e been used regulady in tbesporadic a&ays with Ae Saracaii.* 
We mmt no longer the imponance of the Imilc of Poiiicrs; 

die itWKt mxnt hteu^kal rcsicarcb rightly Jtnlds diar ” to attribiu^ to Ab vtoEoty 
Ae rescue of ChEtstiaiiity and of Onistian Cerinan dviiiiarioii in Europe is to 
over^tiniate Its tmportHitCE The offensive power of islum in the West bod 
already posted its zeniA. Civil wars among Mobonunistl^s follower^ mvolving 
tribal and rfiligiyus contrOT^'eraeSj Mndem! further advance mote dKin any 
line baole wuUi ha%*e dcsiiL * 

Furthercnore, Bninner's posith^ evidence 10 show ihac Ae Frankish army 
was completely reorg^irtLced tinder Charles Moitfil is hot cenvinang* Againsr his 
^gument lhai the armies of Charlis Ae Gfeai cannot have been mainly comptsed 
of foot soldiers^ because the poor oondidon of die nuhtiEry roads would havi: 
greatly impeded the niDvemenr of Isu^e masses of in&niry from one end of the 
kingdom DO the otber^ it miiSt be pointed oui that then; b no reason to beheve Aat 
carvalry wtmid have found die roads any easier tlian inAntcy- On the ocmv- 
troryj tlnrft is no doubt Aat a foot-soldier was much better Ale to tnf^trTse woods, 
ftuurslies, itveraj and normw passes, and to dear away ohsiacles^^ The same reasons 
might have cmised a roorganizarion of the army even under King T(teuddH»t 
(534—5 4R), since lie fought not only In Pannofiia and Thurii^ia but abo against 
tte Sf^ons and Jutes.* Why Aould this gre^t army refoiTii have lalffiT pUce foe 
Ae first ttmi* in the eighth cenmry ? Brunner cstabltdied tlie ooTTecnaess of 
Waltzes assumption that tun^cia aln^y existed undjer tlie Metovirtgians, and tliat 
at ihai titne laiKis were already being distributed among vassils m temm for speoat 
sen'ice3% But lie did noi go on to draw Ac togicaJ conclusion from lib owti 
obscrviuiom, because be clung to RoA*s dieoiy that i 1 m reoiganiiation of the 
army toot pbcc in die time of diaries Martel, merdy adding n> it Ac point about 
Ac SaEareos- Tliewhole Asicussioti of Ais importmt problem sdll coniinyed along 
Ac lines laid dowm by 9 toA« Brunner also Aou^t thiit the cit'alry-army of 
late Caioluigiui times bad its tmgtn prirnarily in vassalage- Actually the only 
Aing one can say wiA certHinry is that Acre n'os on expaorion of feuAiItsm in the 
dghA and nindi ccniuries^ but each of Ae hypoAeses by whidi it b c’tcploined 
needs independent proof Fict, Ad Ac CatoUngian ormks really COmist mait^ 
of cavalry ? Arult sectindly, did Uie kte Garolingan ravali^' utwps really consbt 
mainly of vnsrals ? 

Tliese oreqiKtions whicli luup'e teorndy been sub|ectcd to a dccuIcJ examina¬ 
tion by experts. On Ae one Icind, W, Erben dilnta that DdbrOdc'^ assumpdon 
Aai Caiolinginn noldkis “were mainly cavalry “ is untjcrtaii], and Aot it is 
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pr^bjible ifaai most of tbtm wot itifantiy.* Tlic mate i£ cliar that rlic 

weiipojis whldi wcTtf genctdjy nqulrcd, eIw liw ianoep tmd die bow and 

am>ws^ WOT 3iidi as even the poor ccmld fMtJvtdc,* The ira^u/ariicj of the 

beginning of die nindi csentufy^ mortwer^ de^tcly disprove ihe dwory of 
Bnumer and Detbrudk- Tliese bws forbid a saidiet lo lalf# only a dub on a 
camj^gn and decree dtiit everyone must have a bow- This makes h evident ikir 
(ree mfsintiy had nor mdrely disappeared in die dgftdi centurj’J Other docu* 
mentEiry ev^awe (adduced by H- Febr) shows that the pooret peasants 
consnmtiy called up for militafy service, while ihe richer men stayed at home.* 
We also Icam that rhe levies of the rime cmnoi have been “ cottipa$ed ijmmly 
of vas^ih”. Charl^ the Great certainly called up his free pessanis, even in the 
later years of hfe ndgn,^ and the army lefcired to in Ate Condingian oyfiiWitmt 
is esaenriaHy a foJt anny.* A pardcnlarly intOTSung piece of evidence may dsa 
be mmtinn^ alJ the more significanr bsaiise ir bdoi^ m the hue Carolingian 
penod. Tlw Monk of St, Gall gives us a vtvid description of the great army led by 
Qiarles <rver the Alps against the Lombard hing. In unr passcige he deJiiuiely 
oik ti extrdmi popul^am Je ^lirriw imperm cmgrcgaTam^ and wlun lie 
speaks of its rich armour, he makes It clear that the hcifscrncn'were in the minoriiy.^ 
Tlius both bases of Bnmticr’s theaiy are incorrecL Moreover, ir oulisi b< 
empiiisimd that levies of vassals occurred king bcfiire Otrolingian rh ne^j i and must 
have been freouent e^nen in the seeotid half of the sbeth century. The Edki of 
Cloihar ftLii) leasees no doubt dial in the civil wars, which ended with the death of 
Bnmliiid (fii3)* die derisive part wtjs pbyed by the vassals,* Tretops nf thk type 
are not rtientioiied for the ftrsi rirne in sources of t!je mid-seventh iLfflrury; botli 
a priori reasons and also dm Edicr of Paris (dJ4) would lead tis to believe that they 
existed Itrpg before thoi.* As a matter of fact we may conclude that there w-ere 
Ltfge ntiiiibcTs of them, even after the vreli-known ncaiy of Andebt (587).** 
Ddbrikk hoick thai m Tours arid PoiricTS die ^ttk was wort by va^a) 
aTtnic$.*^ ThcreTore die Arab wars were not the main cause of that reform of the 
army wliidt was duiught by Brunner tn be die origin of feudalkm. When the 
Carolmglm^ built up tbeh power by mtans of ilieir " rollowlng", dicy wot 
acting in jusc die sainc way as tin; odicr Fiunkish nobles in Memvingian timest 
who gadiered armed hands of-warriurs round litem at a lime wlien die royal power 
w^s dediaing and die state Ln csonfiision.** 

Hie origin of feucMkm really goes back v&y much farther; and reectii 
rcsrordt lias dirtraTi much liglit oti this subject. We know to-day that even in hue 
Roman times diere ’Were private mounted soldiery the sch-called iacellaruJ^ They 
w'cre personally bound to dicir lard bv an ooili of and were supponed, 
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cguippnl, uid provickd whil Kotses by hlnL^ They also received bud iWm him 
(fuTuS #T7fiffcnf#)p* They vme inremm ’who enUMd iojo an agreemctii lo Ijirt 
theirscjvios :^iid had the right to grvirnotEoe. They arc vif Rcrmaii and nnt German 
like the follottprni^ wiildi bnot cxdusdvely Teticonk, Emr is found among 
other peoples.* Him we have Itm a old ikvelopfoiau, wldf^i it appatettr 
even in (i^Roman times, and petsisit in tJie piirrodfiiiim of iJ^ bbe Rnman petiodp 
» aba in the Gemtan Of old Teutonic righi of makuLinhig 4 foflowing. We tnow 
die great impomnoe vfhidi jt liad in the cnilitarv' uiuknaltmga of the Germatn 
peoples et'cn in ilic time of Tidtus.^ Special artenijon may be diawit id the 
emplta^ which places in his mJ li taiy d^mpdotia on the of the Cennan 
army^leadets^* It has nfocnily been shown ^ that parallel to the Bttcdlhm of the 
btc RoiEwn period^ there ’were the pmri (private soldiers) of the Franks, the 
gijjtrsJi of the Lcwnhatds^ the ik^gm (cf. Gn xejp^') of the Anglo-Sa^^m, and 
the v£Ls:ti of the Cells. These were all freetnen who had pboed thcnisclves under 
die protecdon {patrociniwis^ o&inqiihtjn) of A lord and wiere titaintained by him tn 
refuni for servlets, :and cspcdnlly iniliEBry sendees. 

Since the puhUcadon of I I. Brunner's works, there can be no scrioirs doubt 
as to die oonrtfttion between vassabge iind following hut tfaebr 

{Kudklism w\ib the bie Roman pttir&cmiujti must nor be overlook^* It certainly 
ODerted a gn-at inJlijenoe in the West and Soudu It ’would appear especially $igm- 
dcant that among the Visigoths, where Roman influence is Imown lo Iiavc been 
stnimg, die hfoeI/i$rim b ranked beside die nun ’who in pairocmio c&njtttutiu 

In Fmnkbh times dit establishment of a rdadon of vassalage was based on 
commendaiion^ Comm^Jar^ ’W'as tile bte Roman lerm for entering mto a man^s 
There was, ki laci, no dtflmncc berween iheeaflymediev’al German 
and the late Homan dev^Iopn'snt. Handshaking cm the occasion of entering into a 
ptom^livc relationship bei^iiie cmiamary at diat tone and was imer thnealW 
ortiiucd, Tliire are many pictorial represcniirionB on Roman coins wliere dm 
liandslmke k a pledge of oiltyJ* Among dwe there csista one of ihe age of 
Anroninus Pius which sJmw^ liim pledging a king of the Quadl lo 

allegiance in this W'ay.^" Moreover, commendailon appeared amungboth Visigoths 
and Lonihards.^^ Futliermore, the inability to revoke the cotmecrion, w-Iiidi was 
entirely alien to die German following, is not a diaractermie of vassalage eiiJier. 
This is seen in the descripnon mentjoned abov-e of rite position of the iuc^I/arw^ 
and 15 alfio proved for Carelingiim times by Southern Ftankbh dooitiieniSi** 
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With the help of these candiisiofiis we are now in a podhetn td challenge the 
main thesis that (he feudal fief twwc fmin ihc finton pf two originally jirparaifi 
legal iMbtiuionSj vttjsn^ihurt and Oft iht i;cifirr3iyi ilics^ were ower 

separate anywhere or at any time in history- For wl«d«a- yissabgr be cupkioed 
fls a cominitiiion of the Gmman h^titutiort of Ll>e fallowings* or uf the Gallo- 
Koman insritumn of the dientf* in ndihcr case was ihe tdidoasHp one which 
tovolved a purely perMinal loyalty wiifi no maiedal basis; Ji demy dependent 
on tfte ccofiomk tnaifuetiance and equipment of die vassal—thi: Gemiim follows 
was equlppefl by Ins lord and the Roman cUieflt by his patron-* In point ol 
fact, no spuwi erpLiaadon or documentaiy evideniaij has ever been pt^uoed 
to Justify ihc assiimpdon of ^ eeparate development of ti30$e two principles tn 
pie-OtTolmg^ Let us nikke no misiake- Tiw sepmtian was a theeiry 

Inverucd to satisfy a juristic inteqiretatjon of the legal condhions of the petic>4 
niiher ilian an actual CicL ^fhete ran be no doobt that these two legal rostirutiom 
were dto^ctly cormtrctecl long before CaroUngian tbses.* 

We know to-day that the great esate did not appear for the first time in 
the Cardtngnm era* but exhted umung the Geo^ peoples tong befoit.* Tliey 
ww specially nurnerous among the Franks in die ^di centtay, ^ing to 
ibe pardtion nf the kingdam among Clovii" suocessors and to the dvU wars of 
the second half of the omturyi which made the kings more and mom dependent 
on the soppoft of the noble^ to wham ihcy ihercfore gave rich ^fts of laniL 
It was tJiefi that ihc feudid system det^eloped, not out of the fosiou of iwo liidwrto 
separate tegai insiitutititia, vasi^Iitftffn and hm out of the increasing 

practice of making largs temporary gifts of laud to vassals, rimilsr to those 
dtaracicristicof the Rumaiio-Cdtic pairPchtiu^H and tiie ancient German following. 
Not only had dw amtocracy the lands for dds purpose ai ilieii disposal, hut th^ 
were poUtiCally strongCTj and both secular and ecctesissdra) nobles had special 
masons fot developing the system- In the civil wars of the time, and dming the 
decline of die royal power, the man who had great nuJimry msmtrets 
^uicomplish most; ht was die mosi favoured by the king and liad ibe greatest 
pcIiticaJ powet* In ihe dvit wars of ihe second half of die sixth century the vas^aU 
wee the decisive fectorJ 

Tlase organizations were nor, as P* Rotb ihouglit, purpoidy and fiptem- 
atically called into h^ng by the state, or the teptesentarives of state audiority, m 
order to realize definite political aims, such as tM tefcam of the army- The intm- 
dudtioTL of feFtfWrntr and tbg consequent mainieraiira of the old astny-system was 
not a device by ilte monirdiy to make sure^ from ;t tnili taiy point of view, of 
free sjwnm, by and eoclrsbstical, of dbtrim IkiM under an immunitaj^ wrlio wtM 
using their immunity' as an eKcaae ro avoid military service** was not an 

innovaticm introdoced with set purpose m % given time by Charles Martel any 
iTime dun was ibc personal militxty service of the luglicf ctergy, which, Rodt 
bdievftd to liave been ifimxluc^ed by die state for die same reason at ihe beginning 
of the dg^ century • On ilic contrary, the development and tnerrase of vassalage 
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ran dTctisd by si ddilwiu^ cnconragcjacm of snithrims by rbc smtc 
bill coiddiktt 'with the dcdiitr vf tht bttnr* laAsciJ, h syn^tMi cf thatdcKliLaif* 

The fniire pawtrful tisj! lay unsiKncy became dttririg ftie siJKlboentuTyt 
of strupgjft* (oi ibe iliioik: ancf dvil frai\ and the greaier tfidsr «»noniic stretigth^ 
the more often the smiitl fteemen (^u in late Roiiiin iTines) weie obliged to seek 
the proEiectian {jmtrocmkim) of tite pQunut i the nobles wm diirs in a better 
position to give fieh of tW m l^e numbers of vassals and so lo achieve their 
poHdcol aims** In that period die rtgjii of Immuniiry enjoyed by tiHese 
seems to be complete, ^ b shown as early as 614 by Clothar's The Ersi 

Carolingtara^ the mayors of llie polaoe, ^roin and especially Charles Monel, 
tned to limit and redsi: this great power of the aristocracy.* King Pippin and 
Cliarks tlie Cceat, after strengthening the txjya! power, atiempied to l^og die 
fHtn^rftkii again info dependence On dtcmselvo and m subject it to $tare anibarity-* 

The C^olingiafis were not u^ing to dgliten iIk: bond of va&salage, but were 
attacking the apporendy frcipicfit reduction of V 3 £$ab Eo serfdom by tbdr lardSf 
who alw deprived them of dieir bemlimry lands,* on interpreTaTjoti wliich is 
borne oui by w’^hai we know' oilletwise of the social policy of these first Candling- 
ians.* If they had simply supported jewrinnf^ they wudd have odikv^ die 
of wlisi RotEi and Bnimict cemsidoed 10 be Elieir mditary Interests^ For 
when the Imt their freedomy ihej' im longer bad any diroctobligEirion to 

perform mllimry service^ 3S the smie Iwi dkect conrrot over thmL Char les 
merely wished to prevait die dingers which aught threateti die state ircini 
vassalage or from j&iioritas J 

By thdr efforts 10 avoid these dangers^ llie early Carolingtans,, from Charles 
Manel to Qtsirfes the Greats tnaEuiged to check the process of feudaliiacion for a 
slion rime^ bui n&c to stop il From ihe bt^fining of the ninih cenmry pclidcaJ 
ikvelcipments were again advantageous to the feu^l lor^* The pirtiriofis after 
the death of Charles dm Great, the decline of royul pow-er under Lewis the Ptous^ 
tlic nienacE TO the State firan Norrhoien and Sheens, and, Eoallyp the constant 
d vtl wars wliidi fed, ^ in the second half of the sixth century, to the rottnariem 
of patinol parties in the wfb-divistntii of the kingdom, obliged die kings to 
gnmt tbdr supporters not only royal lands but also royal privileges, in tu 
secure their services. Public righi^ HI more and more into kancis of die 
private ai^tocracy; and die continua} growth of ihdr puUllcal infliwiice, togeibcr 
witli die oompkie cnliupse of the ceiitnil authoiity, lefl at list, at tite end of the 
Cortilktgim perioEh 10 ihe phonomenu« whirii we all the feLidalixonon of the 
state-^ 


Closely connected with die tlieory of the externa! causes of feudalism, there 
is another theory concerning the rise of die system of W^rict. Here abo earlier 
precedents and points of departure weie evident, vlx. the eedesiastfeal jirtcarm 
and the Merov'jugian gifts of land, whkh were inalienable and were limited as 
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ds the right of iidieriiancc/ But it was ossmned that t!te appearance of genuine 
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&en 4 jicia^ Hkc iht chiiipc m) ifac arm y-tx-jjgni, bdon^fdl tO the tinjfi of Charles 
Ntutcl and his sons. Tli* mcisi recent rese^^ch connects it dosdy %*id% the measuTO 
by whidi the Arnolfing nutyois of the pal^ice setscied ^ large qiunrity ot Church 
ptepeny for military pvzpo^ and secutariml it Sfnocj according to canon loWp 
the appropriarion of Cliiucii property was illegal and only its usti&uct cmiid he 
naiKfemd, it is thought that tte Church lantb m^ere gi’fciai by these first Caroling- 
ians in the form o( ^ im in n oMenoj ? fie^ after die model of die ecdesiaiticail 
insEead of the ^ie^ovi^g;^a^ limited ownssbip^ Setiolais Inu! ilitady 
nottoed tbar from time to time under the Mcjoviugiini Churdi ptopercy V35 
appropriaced- But diis was looked upon as a spot^ic ocetirrmce, cOtnpar^ 
with wlikh the mesisures erf the AmoUing mayors of die palace leetoed a comr 
prehensive political $cheme»^ The otdy way by which thw mayors could cope 
with che necsessity of finding an cflettive a valry to fight the Saracens was by grofii- 
Ing fie& on i graiad scale, and stnoe the esthaiisted toiyal lands were not s ufEd nU 
for the purpose, they relied on Oiurdi propeny, whidi was indeed, origimlly, 
for the most part cfown-land." 

The whole problmn must now be dealt with quits diffciraiTy^ If vasallage 
dtd not develop firsi uitder Charles MonrJ in consequence of the Saracen menace, 
\\M gifs of QiurcJi l ^ n- d^ Tt*^^ ojei quite a new It is no lon^^ jiMessaiy 

to envisage a sudden, ddiberate ebange, and die fact that under the Meto- 
vingiana Quindi property was eficroadied Upon now becomes of mon: iitiponance. 
On closer cxamhmtion^ die$e eocroachmencs seem to be of eimcdy the same 
chomctei as those of the mayors of the palace and the first Carolingtana. Nd tber 
is more or less " partial^* or **oocasioualthan the other, for even Oiorles 
Martel did noi undertake a formal seculartndom* 

Brrmner himself had to odnitt that m the seventh century -we find a precedifiii 
for the bier yirio rtgu^ Lc* gifts of land ftom Chutch property* at the 

king's cottmand/ In reality, howev'Ci; disc date from a much carlkf period, 
and were by no mcam hdrequem even then,* tiauti obsenred witli considerable 
subtlety tlui a pasage hirbeno little noiiced in die decrees of the Gmucil of 
Paris cOfUah^ a referenoe to precanae verio 'Hie plunder of 

Chmch pfopmy is bong attacked^ ana the cxptiesjon mpwba ^tdrtpilo is 
used* But this w^ould be correct only If dte Churdi were bdug aciitdly robbed, 
tinder the appearance of not bdug so. Th^ was die case in the SQ-edkd pr^cmad 
vdric regis. Ifauck'a eugEjeation becomes a certainty if we take the coniexr inio 
considemdon ; for the preteset under which this improia siirvpuo ocoirred 
h quire df^ly and expressly conneoed with the king's liberality/ and die 
expression used {largiwi) does not merely desodbe the gredoos gift of the king, 
but is actually ihe mduiical term for rojil Moreoycr, a recemd w^ml 

h ernpJoyed which was the technical renu used to d^iote die applicants far such 
prdcarisd at that period 
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Thus/TAranatf vsfie and givttn by die king fr^m Church Ujid$ 

azv proved to h^vccxhicd m she middle of the suctli emtury-^ Indeed, a canon of liu 
nmcamndl ptw« ihat ihey wm custoiaary even in Gloria" rime*" It should be 
noted di4l ilu! leduucil terms used fiicie are similiir^—and ^smpudijir- 
iiia^ and the sitnilonty in feratn shows sitnilimiy of meaning.* Anotlier canon of 
the Council of Pari^ enneeming die appheatioR fora loyii 

uses ihr wmd itsdf * We can see liui what due bisliops especially dbHkisd was not 
so EEUich the roya! gift of Chutdi property as the right of iijiisricmoe in the fumily 
of tile 

Moreover^ it is mostsignjftcani that in speaking of the% Clinrdi lands the 
bishops make use of the tenninology of money-lending (™ crctfifoie: or cr^dmJfa}^ 
and look upon it ss thdr duty not nicrcly to keep the documents by wludi 
bdievers liiid bequeathed their Is^t ^fts to the Oimch, hut to protect the land 
itself and prevent it frotu bciog pcmiimcnily lost^* Qturdi ^nership was not to 
cease j only usufruct during lift was to be gnuited to die lecipittii of the propcfty. 
In this oonnecrion it is important to note tliat even in the Rcmin p<^od (sitth 
century) Um;fdum mcuki " pay " or maintemmee ”, and iiwlkatod a pfovtskm 
for life 

Charles Martd was, tliOTfort, merely carrying on a rigjit whidi hatl bofirt in 
use before, and it is not true tliat In his time due ^propmnon of eccksasdcal 
pfoperry readied sudi a pitch that it reduced the wtaldi of the Cfiurcb* Again and 
a^in during tile ^ixdi atm sev<!mli ceniuries the Frankish Church synods attadusd 
this pnumni; wc sec this already at Cferraont (f The wording of these 
deexees sorcely leaves room for doubt that the pfecaricu n^gh must liave 
hren very extensive even at that tinic-" Beside Uauc^E^s ueftreucas, mentinn may 
be made of 3 cattoa of the Council of Micon (58^, whicli may not be vety explidt 
in itself, but 00 wJiidi a dearer light « slied by the »mjiar wording tiscd in 3 
ctea[>er context in the difcrees of the Synod of Pam mennoned abovfe^ 

Even then the esptscOjMte realized diat this procedure was diuigerous, and irtsisted 
on the return of the laiKb ilius lose. 

Lei us make no rnistake, Qiaxies Mated certainly nuist have distributed 
pixcanai righ to no smaH extent- The fici that opposition to dih piacttcc 
was pardcukrly irioleni during liis son's rei^ and mat some of this Chureh 
property was acnially given hark^ Am to quite dUfcrent drcumsnuiceS^ It amst 
not be forgotten that such restitutions cmild not have taken pbee during die 
previous period of decay and confusion tn die Frankish Churr^ owing to die 
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gtcsit pewoiil pcwer of Qmrio The law Oitndi rtfoim, ai wn have 

I4!c£i,^ bore EES most hnporciuit fhilt uiuler ** dif Hiunxnrr^s '' pjom The 

approprktt^ Qiurdt bnehs wtrre to some exteni givcii badk at ihb tiimep beciitse 
Eh^r tine of the neitssiQ pnelimltww m frform, 'nw description of ooo- 
diiitms in die Fnnkhlt Churchy given by Borufke^ the licad of the reform partVp 
a yesr after Qmrlcs Marttrl^s doth,* this unmbiitkiibly crvldmi. Moreover^ 
it h tiitwn dmt Bamb^e petsooally tn s ist ^ on tlic resitinitiwn of ardesiafidciil 
property-* 

It is essecmal to pomi our, bowevov ^ Mstintiioiis Imd sli^y 
owtrrtd in ihe sbuh and sevetidi centiiiies. The decrees of the coundf^ of die 
time exptKsly say sol* Tliey probJibly decreased in iiiimber becaii^ no more 
synods were held o«riiig ii> the decay of tiie Fmnkbh Church from the second half 
of the sevendt century Ontv^aids. It is not true thnt Churda hnds were aJmosr lenii rely 
b the hands of the bity in Qiarfes Mand's dme, and tluit Carlemnn promised 
cotnpieie rcsdcuiiotL Thia view was based for tlic niosE pan on the words of 
larcr Qturch refoimer!^ espedaUy on those of Hmcmirr of RJidms^ of wh om it 
has been said with tmih lhat he bid on his oolouj^evcn more dilckly ilmti Boaifttce 
himself-* 

We miHty Lherefore, be niore caurinns and dificeming in our judgment of 
Charles Martens jctLotH^ Parriaibrly ^bcicxls h die idea tkoi ihese appropria- 
dons ** took pboe erratically and capridously^ arid were in fact often nothing bur 
a robbety of the Churdi." • The stridency of bw Quirdb neformer^ should not 
Bcert mo powerful an lai}Ei£nc:e upon our view. Hie sf^urcei ait wIiicIe sticb 
opinions ate based arc definitely bter in date and eoiircly onesided-^ ModierQ 
s(^lars hold that after a period of odiltcary plumier, a regular pjt>oediirc was 
inmxiLiced under Pippin^ Churcli property bd^ng systemiti[;:ally surveyed 
(dc^mptio} and on that basis divided one part being reiitrncd to the 

Qiurdi and the other token for state, ami espe^ly for miliiatyt purposes. Let us 
pnKeed &oni die mrminology: bodt the expressions^ JescjipiiD and dlrish, used 
in official dooimenis of the early Carolingbn period^ ore Technical terms of 
definite Segal significanoe. The former i$ the mnu for olSdol Emrohnent for the 
purpose rf public caxatiom, and occurs consiaiitJy in Merovm^an docmnefits *; 
the btmr meam uot merdy a divkiiou,* nr a b vtout bestowed on Chufth property 
(as hs been assumed owing to die fact tliat it wus retained under the sun$ of 
Charles MartdV** bui a ahirring in ccmjuitcnun with an apprupriadon uf Oiurch 
land^^ It is better not to call it seailarizaiiaD^ as the ownci^p of the Chuieh is 
not abolished but shodd be prteerved- It if tfuiie wro^ to ^ttme ihai the sh> 
colled Jhkio was a Carolingbn Innovation, not ooaimng before the time of 
Charies hlarieL This idea is chiefly ba^ed an later sources (espedaUy Hincmar) 
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wtikh knew noditns of die event* of the sixtii caitury.* ti a evm loss earrect to 
speak i?f die as a separate [wtxsedure tntnxiiicod at a definite moment^ 74} 

<n Wattx pewnted mt that jtpprDpriaiiofis on a pfraj>d scale can be proved to 
have taken plaos io the reigns of Clotliar 1 (cL %€%) and Dagobert ffij*) ? ^rid that 
the later acc<.tunt given, in the Afemcit/d S. Afaribu m'ltieli seems to 

indicate a dejcriptio and iffvijfb for miiitary purposed in Dagobcri'a tiroes* ajid 
wUidt Rotli doubfedt is in fact boiM out by the contempoiwy accKJiinl 
of Ftedegarius.^ 

Moieovefp the decrees of the sixth oenmty coundlsj mentioned ahove^* 
fihoft* clearly not only that the kings often appropdated Church property but that 
they then bescorweti it upon their ^-assoki Even at dm litne tlte Chitnch -aras 
pressing for the restoradon of these lands ** widiout prejudice tn ihe king^s 
Jibcfdity and espedally foe the dmring up of charlert afpreearist^ SO diat her 
right of ownership might be ptrsmed for the future.'^ 

The technical terms iSviJtrs and may also be found in the 

Fmnkbh kjngdom tn die sbcdi oHsmry* Gregory of Tours tells us dut King 
Chitdebot remitted tliie taMs due from die Chuich and cfeigy of Qermont, and 
he remarks dm tt ivould liave been \vry difficult tet cuUect these as the lands Jiail 
been mucii apportioned Tiie usual translatiuti of ** divided ” oe cur-up ” * 
does not quite meei the caac^ because after a division (for example^ among hHrs) 
these lauds would not have been iDompletcly exempi from raxadnn J* But it wsb 
a difTctimt matter if they were apportioned Le. allotted to royal vassals by 
means of a toyal divisl&A There is a still cariLu' instaiice in a passage in the pastoral 
IcKcr of the blshap$ of the province of Tour^ to their pconle in 5^7* The believcfs 
are cxkcuted to give their tubes, and dits is foUo^'cd by the demand that eveiyonj? 
should giw also die tithes of his slaves^ ^sm dFrftitr in ilia mfirmiiaie ad 
lirvum nticio ^uam r*fiire Admam ut rdiiiftiUti 

The w hole passage shows that large appropriations must already' have taken place. 
In the same ■year^ aod in ihe same ciiy of Tours, a coundl was assembled which 
pretexted vehemently againsf such appropiiatioris of Ouirch lands by d^e laitj'-^ 
TTw dadet immintt referred to in the subsequent pasroral Icttitr probably 
imply a beemre a loss of property b disrinctly included* fti the decrees 

of die opnfiEmpotary Ccnmcil of TuurSj in which the writers of tliia pastoral 
tetter themselves torik patt^ the hope b expiisssed at th* b^mning that the fury 
of die kitkgs against une anEitber raiglii not be harmfijl to ecctetiastical tllkits. 
It was at ihb time drat the dviJ due to the cpjsirreii of Qii1«ric 
and Slgibcrt, and the royal semtre of Churdi l^ittds were starting. Clomar 1 
died in i 6 i. The Coundl of Pari^ shoe's that/jrreartai verio ngh 

I Cft flyiii, 1*7 tl-j Sur la spdiblian d» bi^art dii desTgjt MJjiibo 

i Char^ J/iw. dt «pj m j(to SL 

■ Sm Rcrth, *p, OTp^ and oUd PniimfiT, OL, li, 

■ SiG. ^S- Lit* 

* tJ, s*t jj* L 

■ CL L 

" Cu 1 the Cwfldl Hr Piti* MG-, Opil- *4h 

"* I. , 

■ 7; SSr «f. Mbw., 1 ,414 J 

^ !» GicsK^wcdu in CtsaAkit^^P^Am J. dwMl&K 6. Jahrr., tun V. 

S« iKe tliiciiMioe of iW i?mm jA on p. 97^ 

W MG,, Offlcib ijjf. 


1^4 


EUROPEAN avnJ7-\nON 


miisi airily hstvc bctn cttsiirfbuted very cctcnsh^ly. In support of this 
fuggcsooTt msy be quoted anodier p:m3ge m ttie pjr^tiTFfd letter, m whidi it t$ 
m:]de dear flyit meii ate enoxinigied TO py didr firJiey fur tJje nseioii tiiai tltcy 
would dierdisy make the nt of thetr pmpcfry siift!r> if we ^(Id to tfab oiir know- 
Icdgs: of tile Uter ^tate regubtioits conceming tithes utufer die litsi C^lifl^anSp 
the intportacice of the whole majter is de^t, Wiim part of the uppmpnated bnd 
was restored to ihe Qturdt^ iwr nilies from the ttAi of it were also granted so her 
by the state, AmeiKk were then made fur tl» rttenriffli of die remaining part-* 
There is, therefore, a possibility tim in dit sbtii century also tiic king? may 
have acted similarly mhen they appropriated this ktid. li b ojteii stsisiimed diai tbo 
doty of (REying tithes, wliicli pm^fciusly privaldy enjoined by the Gtiirdi, 
boirae a genend law of the state under King Pippm^ It has nlreody been sliowa 
that the charter granted by Pippin to the bishopric of Ucrecht in 7S J, ooofiiinmg, 
at the request of Boni&ec, tiw tithe already granied from the fiscal Limb, refers 
to previous dianers^ and secures privileges which had clearly luien acquired 
in th* nme of Charles Murtel.* It may well be that ht lits tune tlie payment of 
dthes was nude compulsory by the state. The exact!im of tidies pbj'ed 
an irnpqrrmnc prr in the refonns of Boniface,* Charles Martel* in so far as he did 
hdp tn these nsfurms,* probably dtd so m order to delay icstimitQn .of the 
appropriated lands. It is no ooUiddence that the cariiesc menrion of the bestowal 
of tithes m a Frankish royal charter ts in the case of Utrecht,* w'here the missian 
of BonifacE first begim; and in yxi Charles Martel made a grant to Utredu.' 
Tliis setfm to bear otrt tlie theory drat the introduenon of tithes was especblly 
fimlKTed by Anglo-Saxon iitfluenoe.* Boniface^s ecdesusdcil reforms at the 
beginning of the dgluh century in tiuny respects continued chose whidi lud 
aiready been attained In the sixth century, Tlte fact that the tithes which were 
exacted in that century wne not genet^ly prevalent, and dial little ts beant nf 
ihcm in the seventh ctnmiyj may be explained by the rapid rise of the Jay atisto- 
ciacy and the general decline of ccckstasticil djsdpltne caused by ibim 

To it may be said diai the fiiat CsmUngUiui, from Oiarfcs htarid 

onwards^ were an tidpaied by the ^xth century kingi nciT only in die approprianoft 
of Church propcftj* for state purposes^ but also in the s^'siematic arwl legal methods 
employed in putting tills practice into effect {ducnpds} dirisi&j and rn tlic 
rcstoradon of part of this land at tlie demand cif the Oiureh^ tnj^eihcr witli com- 
pensadon in die fonii of a state recognidon of die pa^tnmit of tiihea. For in 
accoriLmce with the aorount given above of tin; reLmun of the FnmkKb tirsa to 
the bishop and their couneffs,* it can hardly be supposed that die pastoral beter 
of 167 and the decrees of the Council of Micon in f3^, which order dm payiaenc 
of riihes frorti all products under pain of excommunication,*® could have come 
tntP csistetice without the kin^s knowlcd^ w consent.^ 
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AttempK Imve tecemly bsert imde m afiftk raonr Ancient wwts for the so-csilUid 
Svitu) of Frankisii «c1e$iastkAl property and it ha* been a wx uted witU So uth e rn 
Gallic ct Spnish forms. It is agued that in these ««as the Oturdi «-as not 
freed from the duty of reodvijig billeted soldiera,»iJiai it was metrfy a questkm of 
teaimingonceagjunthetnethodofmainiajningiiooiisvhieb prevailed in 
of Gawl. At foe soot time amairitm fr drawn to tJlc oft-cptoied nwasura of King 
Oofoar 1 in foe forth eeittiirv,^ by wiadi he detnanded from the Qiurch a third 
of the income and not the Uid itself.* Tltc purpose of this appropriation m land 
and its bestowal was never convwcmgjjr ea^ddned by Brunner, w^Jo did not 
succeed in proving that Chitrim Mand really intended lo increase his cav^ 
by this soiled secukrfoaijon; foe sources tncdy tdl us foot foe army profited 
by it.* He was obliged to that foe ixtuficBim as such did not bbd a to 
cavifoy service *7 there were vassals who wire not obliged to perform milh^ 
servic^ and others who were foot-soldicis. Indeed, it is not mie that the ^tne^chtm 
involved the possession of land wfob compulsoty militiiT service,* as nreertt 
n-wm -li Im shown.* Sintfomm and vassabge were not IdenticaL Tllere were 
nttmeroua jene/chi wiiose reapients were not vassals.* Many proo6 of liaw 
already been quoted * but another (particularly frnponant by reason of its early 
dare) may be added ; foe first Council of Orleans (ji t) deoced that foe deigy 
fooutd not apply to the king for withont their b'lfoop's permistion.* 

The drcle of benefiewries was greater than foaiof the vassaii, and th* latter was 
comprised within foe foraier. It does not «*m credible that, vice versa, foere 
hsN'd bceUi had no as has sonijctui?^ been 

It has bcCT shown ihai tiiese two legpi insumdons wtre bound logeilicr long 
before the innc of Cliarles Martel^ Imperial bcMficia, known m liavc^ted 
sartoe Ranum tio«s* may fo M™e ea^ient be cotisidcred m preoi^r^ of those of 
the FnmkMt king5t^ The pissages quoted carBer TOOamiB^ (he oocuramce of the 
soiled pr^ariai vtrho f€gu in ills sath oeatitfJV prove that a stmUar process 

took place under foe Merovingians, _ 

Brunner draws a disiinetiaQ betft-een dre two tj-pes of Merovtngmji land- 
grants, foe one bestowing: uolimired iiereditaty ownership and foe other ownerehtp 
for foe durarioti of pcisoital seniee^ and escpbms that foo maifi prohlirm of the 
origin of Frankish feudalism liinges on the appliance of gnmts giving limiied 
riglits of disposal, whidi make it possible to connect tip the development of 
Ciirolmgian tmejicta with a legal Insdtntion already in otistenoc under foe Mefo- 
vinmans." If we insisT foot grants of land which, owing to some relaiitHtship Ol 
service, were gU™ to die royd following or to officials, may in cases of doubt not 
lave been regarded as herediaiy, but may have been limited to the lifetime of 
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the tecipieni iind subjea for tlidr cortttnuinc^ on fine ccsndiriDn ihat the »crv?rxi 
should nui tciivv iht service ot ths giver wjihcut the ttvm it is 

pTobohle,. hum tbh dose connecitDn and from the Each of ddioite evidence to 
ihe ofmtnny, that tmefeiurn and vf^nStium ’s^'crt uloscly cormecticd befate die 
Carolmgbn period, even if Bnirmer a i}j«ry cpf ihdr origin be corasci. 

We no%' tome to the intpamnt iquesdon, what meosiire of Ifiducmce did 
the Cherdi esert on the uf die feudal iysicm ? P. Roth declaied thaf| mtite 
indepertdendy of Cennan l^il eoticeptinas^ the citstom arose In the Qiiirai of 
granting ecclcsiasctcal pnaperty to clergy or laity in uaufruti. Some sdiclan 
thought ihai ihts was a fonn of cumpensahon for rnaintcrtancc, which otherwise 
had to be supplied by the bishop*^ Then a number of oihftrs/ advaticed die ihtais 
that the eeclesiasticsl ininj^clti arose out of the pf^cfirca from the dxth 

caentory Omv'artfe by die bishops to dergj' and later lo laity. Here diene was a fief 
grantExl merdy in mufruct, not only by leason of its naiuce, QiLunch ptoperty 
bdng iiulieimblti^ bur also because the ctei^ were mostly unmairied und a nanua] 
term was therefore set to the usufnici. Since the Cbitdi and its members lived 
^txonting to Rofiian \jiw e'^'en in the f mnki^ klngdoTu^ tturre arc^ m coimectiofi 
with the Roman jtwarixim the prccurium^ftsf^ embodying as its main feature the 
possibility of irvocuioaf and dins protecting the interests of the eceJ^iastiod 
Undowners^ The prtcawria {in loly afeo^ whicli tbe grant of the fief 

followed^ bad lo be ttnewed every five ytsm To secure lier right of owneeshrpi 
tbe Church demanded from the beginmng that die secular prttaipih slunild nor 
aflect Eier. This demand, made in Franoc as eady as tbe fust Council of Orleans 
(fit) find repeated a^im and ugaioj wni acceded to in all rEsendali by the ew- 
itmuh of Clothar II (^14), Tn ftaly f^recaria were gnmied only for rwemy’fline 
year^ in order to avoid the dbadvautigeotis consetpiciioes of the Homan pre¬ 
scriptive period, -whidj w^ thirty years. 

Lately^ this view has been ^iiUenged from many angles and new argiunmts 
have been raised.* On the one lianih Ulricli StuCL deniis that tlie derlcsf precurui 
bad any direct inltuence on the eoclesiastical atd st^ests tlur me latter 

mons probably arose out of the EigmkirciMncAt^^ or riglit of imiiuaimiig a 
private chutdi. This covered both the QiuiDcb and its property and dietefoto the 
fief aLw cofiaisied of the Church and its ptopetTy ^ and as ihc private lordsJitp 
over die Churcli comprised ihs conduct of its spirinud afiair^ die fief included the 
duty and rigitt of carrying m die Church which had been lumded oven* Important 
ftudfmts of ecclesiastic^ hw have opposed this view for 4 number of weighty 
reasons.* No dtonomic htstorbn on foil to observe tltat tire essential hypodacs^ 
Upon which ihc iheoiy mnds or fells c^noe In feci be lusiifietL Sujce ihinits 
dial down to the rime of Cimrics .Martel ibe hishop grunted Iris ckrgy 
only, but not ilte S^fujfcumt which vqM have filFurded 3 quite different pro- 
legion jfi hrw^ since die cm accouiu of the abjective and subjecth^e 

perpetuity whkh dwy mibcidiedf could nddler be separat^ from the office nor 
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taken from the o^lke lialder ocoepr by fiTooess of law i thm lie aigua dio c e mi 
property cum dawn to CwnttnigLir! titr^ uttdlititniilied| exoept by *iKh lenses :is 
tt-ert hrot^u upon it by sQtnjbri^aupFi^ and otlier ^mihr rtgubdoru. Tliere 
nci proaf of this Asmian and il^rc on be nonc*^ Indeed the ttaidcnc}^ tm^ard 
perpetuity m dcrical fwarii appear long beTom ilw CattJii^ian pericid, and as 
earfy as the Frankish kingdom of tlic shctii centufy^ The omission to embody 
these grmts ui chartH^ an evil repeiUedly cambaled by the CarolingiaiB. u-as a 
serious dkadvantnge to dse Cluirch, Lecaitse it tf^d to & permanenc toss of land,, and 
it was obviously pnesent among the Franks at the beginning of the shdi cenniry, 
as the decrees of tbe Council of Epao (ft?) dearly shc3fw.* 

Due yet anodicr of Srutz^s theories must also called into queddom He 
takes the \dcw that there was no transition from the dcricql pwiriir to trte odginaJ 
form of the Chmdi {^ejicbim^ a fief which was nor cfridot property eniaiUng 
official duties^ bur was conn^^icd w 4 rh the Church itsdr, and h^ its own appur- 
tenimoes and income* in rerum for whidt die afficiiil dudes pcrrftm™! as 
services due from the fief. He considers that there another pri^n for iJiis* 
which could only be undenrood fironi die Er^^nUrcAmwAt, As a matter of Gictt 
the esrliet Chur^ ienejida in the Fnznkish kingdnnt coioctiles very dcpsely with 
those which are suppo^ not to have been int^uccd until the time of Qtarlcs 
Martd. The Ccundl ofEpao (517) decreed tliat fkft belongh^ to clergy who tiad 
gone ro another bishoprie and beep^ bishcqi? lUens wot io begivn At the 
fame time they' are confirmed in iheif Gontinued posses^rm of those buds w'hidi 
rfwy had botiglit thsnsdvs,^ and so it seems clear tlwt the frutial property was 
bound up with the oJGoe as sucli* ie. with the actual petformanoe of servkeu 
If -we also tike into ccmsidenitlon those decrees of die councils of dte early sixth 
century^ w'hich decbm that Aate/cia are not to be taken from the ckrgy at the 
dead} of a hidtap by his successor** we may conclude not only fluiE derioil preform 
WOT mode in perpeuitty^ but diw the letemian of ^^Jtcia is bas^ on the ct^n- 
tinuiid performance of the office; tliete is no quesdun Ism of a merely persof^ 
endowment of individual <itcrg)^ OmMOioit with the office itself ia wku couhel 
F inally^ Smtz tbougllt that the fief was esscntjaJly diffOTut from the eedcs^ 
lastical in that die latter lacked the comm£nJiiiii> and thetefom die mam 

principle of vassalage;. But this cannot be so readily mainiained.^ In the case of the 
lower dcigy^ to which Stut^ tium for an audcrsiandnig of ecclesiadtical bw^ dim 
w'as no spedal need for any such commenckiion to the bisliop, as they were in 
any csk pledged to abefficoce and loyalty to him, ^ tbeir spiritual guardian. Heit:, 
also* the eariier Church reveal feamrts which are supposed to have 

dev'^oped <mly in the bter fiefs of Oiarls Martel's rdgn. We see this best 
from Gmun m of the Coundl of Orleans (n®)- ^ti this the ecMidiriott of 
ibc enjoyment of an etxksbsrical tijujicium is bid down as ct 

affecruj to the bbhop ; and dhf tarter is endded to wjdidraw it in cose of 
%vl Hie negative corrcspondfng to tills positive 

condition shows what is meant by H>e cp|ipadte of ttaulKirrii nation 

U dearly not only obediecicc but goodwill and loyally.. The similarity 

' See GcnaL cjfjL, Lf*. 

* CwiLi *1 111 W Jrtiii. ct aiu die CwUicil bI OtittW tfH>. t l|. QiiiL* 7* 

DOiExmii^ itie ■mpcmiim ef liie ks?l roamxpma of tiic pewKspua iii of Uk dnnch.- 

■ c_ CofidlL, lb iL 

^ Ct C«wcii <if Qitofii t d: clt., 

* OpL dL„ t^4- * Pp- Eitj final HUieuD^ 
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of iht tcsminolog)' used in both ca2i« deserm careful cxni^idmtiofL In the 
Coundr^ deciw the Chiicdi pr^aris are dcscribwi as. (Orleans 

c, 2*) or di ^edaht (Epad, 517,1 1 8); die king grants them accord¬ 
ing t£i the Marculf fomuilae tr hrgiiads (i. 13), and the possessor hotrls 

ibem €x frumijtixntht ^ 34). The usuFrueCt which is ^snted for Ufe, is called 
a ^fjttjicuim (L 1 j)* Hence it would appear dial pneran'd and ^ete often 

usicd indbcriminatcly for the saiue thing.* Btn^tcium b the complfifnent of 
Pretoria ; pr/^nria is the plea of the feoffee, Aw^Jfesunr is die giactoiianes^ of the 
otfeoffii^ lord** The same thii^ appears in the earliest; ccdesiastEcal Am^ffcra 
These are ^vea by the grace (gratiuy of the bbhop for the<dcre:p^ of die recaver** 
The very' cftipression f^e^^ufLrm ts now the technka) I3?mi,med in all comnlendanotis 
and lelaiiottehips of Thus it cannot really be said that tliefe is a fiinda^ 

tnmia] difference laic between ecclesiastka] and royal ivf^feia, Mniieover 
commendatiims of priests and dergy fnjy he found, espedaJ!y in lUv'arta, wiiere 
they tMxuT frequently in die Fceisii^ bndgnmts- The giving up of oneself (isr 
tra££t ipmm) doa not dim mean in en^iiment, but a wmmtnditaf, a giving 
into the protEcdon of u lonl, m this case the Church of Freising,* 

U M. Hartmann bss uvtd to explain the origin of Fmiddsh taujicla from 
another angle,* He defors to ilie older view, so £ir as to admit that thm was 
some ccnrtecdofi with preceding Roman conditionsi^ but differs from it in one 
imporEBtu pnini, the corsoeption of the rdaticFRsItjp between the FmnJdsh 
pr:cci^rt£i and the Roman prs^Hum* He thinks that tijey had only die name in 
common ” ■; and that tlie Roman insdtimon ft*as of very little impmance in the 
(ate Roman Empire^ wfiife the prtMfm referred not to the l^al content but to the 
form of the agreement, whkh m^lit possibly be applied to viirious ij-pcs of legal 
cante^L F. Miupfer has already suifedendy eJqK^OT Hanmann's "Timckunsiiiil 
error " in considering that the was not an acmil contjacc." MoreovtiJV 

it b entirely wrong lo 35Surne diat in laffi Romnn times the prt^^^'um Itad little 
[mporEanar as Hartmann tried to prove from she welUkuown pijssage in Paulus, 
A^nst ihb view we k$.vc a bw of the Emperots Valentinlan and Ydens (ydf) 
which deals with the spcdal dlfScufties in the rdAtiom of dte tenimrial lords with 
tbdr leimnts undo- the pre^imim- No tenant mi^i by claim to ownetihip on the 
grounds of long posscssiun, lest the lords should be forced dthcr to lo^ the leased 
land, or to delude useftil tenants^ or puhHdy to assert ihuhr property rights ev'ery- 
ycar in Djndca' 10 preclude th* riglir of presoipfion.*® Tlib showTs bow cxtEusively 
the pmamim must havT been used, and al t^ same dme makra it dear that it is 
entoncmis to consider that final kbourers alone are concerned and that die holder 
of the /rrri urilLLm could nut be a t e na n t in dur Sense of the word.** 

1 a, Wikiav m. z it J?, 

* C. op. iS, 

* CX Coittidi m Otkam, ^ itx 

* ^ Wafitx, n, T*, xf]. 

* CX ftirtB^Mfiimanskii^ dtr 

■ AcxuzIiii^iiK HIT u. Pnijril,^ ymtw^^dneAr* / m. IFp*- 

CtxL ir^ y^% (z|Si^. 

’ Fthf fitfiifccf ilciAil* c£ Qcm* edet, li*. * HantcuiriJiv IbHL^ >40^ 

" PrtesTH r nd dociKiiaTtl c ntik (kU^ aibs mcdiiQ itoL /ttr /« 

40 CX F. S<;bndds, " Die Rechivcra'abiii:^ in T7f^*ri vua d Crmiduu^ dL Lu^gc^ 

bib -1. d. SfDifer^ A ILii, PrfK //iiw. /ftiur. t. Rm., ,n, 

Il7« rmt X. 

** DwAtlW, R£¥.u Jr Jhrit £M vt, yt 
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has observeil from a smdy of the papyri dial the precarium is often 
fouml In cc^nectitm wiih the paxrmams where freemen hsid pbcsd dient^elves 
uiider the fmoteciion of gr^t temrtiTjiil lords.* It mjty have been forricnUrly 
desirable in meb a cas^ because it origjiully involved no tribute err a 

drcnmstance whkh must nude the entmioe into vuch a rebrionship much 
easier* ZuSueta in ccmMcdon with die of jSf ipiored ^ve 

that at thaE tune i tax hid to be pdd by the rogoAi to the mgatsu.^ Tl^c 

content md genend ictKiem:y of the ComiiniM tnake its ibns ikutdintly dear i 
It sought 10 secure ownersh^ and liras plainly a recogtiitlnn payment. Hie 
mesit ufa tax Is theccfbfe not a later devdopment^ by which the Church sought hj 
procect itsdr from alienation of hs property * Tile of the Caroiittgian 

period did not arise as a result of die lapse of earlier imperial and eodstaftkaj 
tnea^ttiTs^ which placed liraJouions on the ustifruct of Chumt pn^ierty as a result; 
of the eryTT Vtrliinf fnfs of th* flew royal power ofl ecdcsiasdcal l^uds ; for the 
sources quoted above * dearly show that these eocroachiRcnts ** were alrear^ 
tnking place in hfero^ingjan dtnes^ just ns the which was supposed 

to appear for the jirst littie under the CaiollngtanS;, was ako in existence then. 
Moreover, it is not emc that the protective reguladons in favour of die Qiurclt 
lapsed In the Otrolingbii period- This is proved by the obhgadon co provide 
Pretoria dnrters, which u-as enforced by state authodiy,^ and by the prohibition 
of fiiriher bescowal after the death of the benefidaIy^* 

The ebserv-ation that conditions of ptzonage ofren accoiupanied the 
ff-ewiam la kre Roman umes {fourth centtuy) makes it possSile to |mk it up with 
the enriy Fraukbh deiTjlopraentp We have seen * that even in tlie sbeth century, 
ckrics often pkceci ibemsehncs under the protection of the king and of powerful 
temxoriat IcTfds (poitntes^. The Quirdi, as is made avidem :3gain and a^n in 
Cemedbr decrees of the titne/ opposed this practioe strongly. Loaning con- 
dmkd * from tlds dat tile clergy of the chuidies and chapeb on ilic great estates 
siTre often kkcJined lo ent^r buD ihb doser rehuionslUp widi the lord in order 
on the one hand lo evade die bkhnpV dkdpGnary powers^ and on the other to 
obtain secular ad\-aiitagcs from the lord, li fuiist b« ^ed^ however , that in 511 
die htst CoundJ of Orleans wzs alrady forbidding the dergy to turn to ^cubr 
lords prif wiiiiouf the bidiop''s peittikiiofl.*^ Tlie Tlilrd 

Coitnd] of Orleans jS) acruallydeereed that dciB' who tnok over oiTtoesorused 
their acceptance of patnxijwm as an exjcusc for not fitliillrtig their spiritual dudes 
should toemvo no ^iiptfttSa oticitr/eia frDm Chiirdi property-^* 

Tims the imponance of flic patrociniam and Binukrly of die Gcimanlc 
in tlie developmenl of is clear. The Edict of Qothar Tf (614) ^ve state 

necogrurion to these ecdesiasdal prolubidons, for it took cA^r en it&e the decrees 
of the contemporaty CoundZ of Pnris,^ The sjrareni nf hencjkm must in ihiiway 

^ llu t EippirCi'* SnatStM mSas£^ snj Ljqpil f 47^ 

* 411. * L. M. ILtminatui, dL^ 

■ Set AbfFTft^ 

_ * Cf. my dtr Knrg&:gitr^^ i\ ill, soj PS&Ktst, BirJixifigm if. 

*1 **?■ 

* Wy irj£^ vsd ajj. f i« fcbvve, 2.73^ 

* si lAKrn:^ 3f0- • Op. dLf 1, 4jj3 L 

c. T* d. dw Cutmdl df Ocnmml (ijf), r. 4, ihid.^ 

“ ItkL^ Ifc. 77 p t Xil (d). 
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have Jjeen gteaity buc die same vme all die h> the Chiindt 

already exwiecl in tlie Eig^^JtJkirtkmmA^ must Ii^ive increased.* Tim 
Htcktnr^h was certtunly hriiTigrisely tmpomrn in die de^dopraent qf feutiiism, 
bur it was noi die mly impomu^t /acior nor was Its iudufr^u^ a ditccf erne- Tlic 
dtf%-efopinent of the feudal fief h ncit lO be thought of 3S specifically German [ 
its dose cotirv&ttjoti wirfi the Rotnari pairxbvum and the Germimie munt ts dear.* 
It ts evident that are not to be fbund only fn Etg^ifeJun.^ Tlie 

refadodshiiis ofpa^veinimt and rnmikkifd scttc as a bridge leading from the d!d 
dehcal pfticuna to the Eater Tiiu$ the pth which secaned unatcatnable 

tq Stutz is opened up. For the conciliar decrees nuoted above prove that the 
icnejis^um was appaiemly the lerniiiieTiitianr for the discharging of an 
actunDy a fbf of a propeny pertaining to itn office in a diurch, and ocFttseqi^tly 
the disdiaiq^ of the ofBce b not to be regarded as a feudal serrvioe, done In ticcord- 
ance with ^gvrMrcitTvrtjcAt in telitm for the fief of the OiUTch itself and Its 
appurtenances- A pteferabEe view b tliat the is in miuiy W’ays 

the ooroequence and nut die cause of ibc system of since die rmitnrial 

lords often ohtained power over the cletgj* only witwi tlies? placed fliemselv^ 
under their pmraeinwm (m wheteupun ds^i' eitended diar power 

unlawfutiy lo die diuixlics where d«® cteigy held oflke, TItb b sulfi^ient 
e^cpliinaiicm of the &ct that in the eig^ith and iimtli oenmries the Eig^nJUrcAw^t, 
or, as it might be expttrsscd more caudoiisk\ the elami of secukr Icids to Chinch 
property or to the income derived from it^ came to die fore everywhere.* 

nils conception of tlie edgin of the feudal system explaiits viHous other 
facts w^hirft are found in Carduigian dmes,'* more especially die cinnjmstance that 
were nor gmneed as wc might expect only For service In the army and tn 
battle. We an now assign the great number of grafted soldy for 

eccnomic Tcasons to their proper place, for these until now have been too litde 
coitsidmd* 

The variety of uses to whidi the put reflects tlie variety of its 

on^ns. If t]i£ fief teally came from the cambinjition of two hiriierto separate legal 
tnsduidunsp yojfalifimt and tenejklum^ and tf thb combination did not come fnio 
exbtence till the Ctmlingiim pmod, then frum that time onwards far greater dJvef- 
gences from die preceding line of development cm^it to become obvious. As a 
maner of fact, however, the richest Carolmglan sources re%'eal a sxaie of afEitrs 
very sinuLir to that of die earlier period and on cltwcr inspection a direct cotuiima- 
lion of it. TTie name for the fief shows tkb process very dearly^ Tlifire Is no neiv 
lenn for it; but the old “bcne£dum*^ ii still used although it etpresses 
only One of the eomponent parts which are supposed hiihcrcD to have been 
separate. ThcFugh pr€C&ria and continui? to be clo^Iy connected, 

they do not coinetde, and to some extent they draw apart** Moreover, 
die assumpdoA diat the exj^ession “ prtcatb w*m avoided in royal ime^cia 
lias been proved to be incorrett.* Of coinse the new kingdom, with iis increased 
miltnity and economic needs, gave ri$e to a neber development of tire old forms* 

* Sf* * See X7^ 

up. LIL, Wit t4- 

■ Ch StCtt, sL. EifretiliJ^iclic.'" Qf?>. en., f. 

^ XlUf 14 dklOlBcd in demi lit Jtr ^MFi^Sngmrfnr J V ly y fll 

* inK Wiy naituk^ Ibid-, 1*^ 

* Cf ibHL« t, mi fnltewiTii^ diit ttiif, " Di« kOfiEgtrcbcfi Pfif^dcniiq CupiUuJUre AiiEkm«. 

liJniuanr /. f, jj, flv 




THE RISE OF FEOD/\USM loi 

Thi! corLiinLi;it j^rowtli of landed property^ die devcbpinent of more and mOf^ 
gnat estates, and, allt (he merrad^ wold* of die diurch^ crated new 

|>D5^bilides for of the feudal system. la the catitse of die 

ninth cenmry^ ii readied ever greater dimensions owing ra polidca! developmcniii 
die fill of rhe central power imd the accuiniifaftoii of private nghir of audiority 
by meiins of Lntmiirtibes^ 

Thus^ diat which caJIccdvdy we call dte feudal syscan finally emerged 
out of various dements. Ir must nor be for^tten that the senlctnent of Getmati 
peoples as free imd on Honvtn wiiich the Emperor gnmicd to them tn return 
for tile duty of miliiary servioe, liad already led u> ^adun^hip whidi were 
described % tienefida and were actually very similar^^ ^Hw Mrrat imtkar also 
eotdd not be aliemied md were giamcd for ihe period of sendee^ Tlie Crtmticuiio 
of the Emperor Horwriua (399) makes this dear. Its te»tt ’ also mdicaies dtat the 
acquisition of bnd by hoi was described as die same word wliidt rs 

Ltii^ ibe technical isrm fat die aciqmsjttaa of a Moreover^ di^ Roman 

agrifnensof^ use it in the form wfileh is fiequently found later on, i.e. ivnt 

Tlius here also the Roman foundation is the siattifig-pokii of devdopment- 
Changing conditions, m die one hand German settkincnts for miUiary purposes, 
on the other tiortd die expansion of die Gunclip caus«x] it to readapt itseir to meet 
new needs and interests. But it was the Germans who built up ihefr nulitaiy 
oiganimion (O meet tfie new demands made on dwir national instituijons by 
cxtcmil foes^ □□ die basis of die old rights of die Allowing, and with ibe help 
of die rich lands of die Qiurcli, w'lddi placed iisdf under the protecdon of the 
king and the lordi- 

In my cpinian, berweYer, the whole dcvdopinerit is neither peculiarly, 
Gcnnan nor even purdy Fninklshp The latest research into the ppyri makes it 
diw * that die lace Roman period saw a feudalmfitm of public aud]c;;>rtiy. In the 
Byaoniine Empire iIiot was a oMitcmponiry development, by wiudi land w'as 
granted as part of the equipitiem of him) soldiers (jtrrpdritsTriKi Kn^^ra 
and irrplrLa$ 7 ^ 6 jw} wlddt has long been nsogrihed ^ dnular to the 
Western pnedee.* Farther soudi, too, tn the early medieval Arab Empires 
piwcrices Sudt os the malienability of Church property (iwiif) sml grains of it 
in usufruct for a limited period existJ Out of similar econcmiic precedents and 
polldcal needs analogous legal instlmtlons hove arisen in all dietse dideiefil 
regions, without any possible internal connection or munial inErrdependcnG& 

TTic patricular nature of dits type of origin and de^-^lopment was, of course, 
iundameniaJIy important in shaping the future growth of feu dalism in these early 
medieval kingdoms* The sdgneuiial arisiooradc prindple was rlieteby e]ttGnded, 
and as die Cfnital audiDriiy gtirw weaker these mligiotES and secuhtr terriEO^riaJ 
lords became more and mem influenthi], not only pdxdcaUy but also eounamlcaliy 

^ OmoMa *i±iL, il\ iHift tf7* 

* ThHakubmuL xflir iip to; Ct lesu ouowd hy iliumur:, h f4h ^1* 

* ^ Waln^ aaOE 1. k |t» eF-f da, vnd 0,17, th-M 1:7 - 

fthpvmJin mrrffwt ^*1 Tacimi, Ijj 

* CL Cof^r jigrmrMt. Rom. fed. T 1 iiuiivT«libnv)< 40^ Ahtf 

* C£ UntildVl^t^ ^"SmsicS ilh. tL Coloeivl ** Itl ArcAhr./. 
i 

* CL Zsdwu V* I i fttgeirifig l, Go^. it frueAy-^r^ ^ T71 fEj. 

' CL V. Tomsuw^ ** E^gviuaureda nxh Z JmufwA. 

woorgml^aAixA. Gtot/ijek.^ 1L« cip«^ly R. CtSS4)ii 


JM EUROPEAN CIVILIZATION 

and HKtaUy, I nd e ed , dds latter dextiopmem |irooeedet] &dur and fu-diet 
^ddn du naiTow dtde of the bigli feudatoria, and as it proceeded it became less 
uaifonn. The nsults were by no meant only dtaadvantageoiis, siudt as the 
depieasitm uf the oidtnaty fneman, for in (hb narrow ctrcle an ecovKiauc 
trantfoiijutioti couh! lake fdaoe;, which could lisnlly tiave oc cuned within awider 
area,* and die dose connection between id^fous and landlordt had 

ecoQome advantages, whse usually only political losses have been considered, 
a» for instance tlie foct dur it was the immwdtas which bnalty led to the removal 
of the old lioman totesi TIuis it would be n mistake to ascribe only unBtvoucdile 
results to the feudal system, as las raosdy been done in the past. 

It is true that thk dose coraieedon between die tdigious and thesecular gpve 
iiM to a great danglin' for tile future. Wbmt, in die sixth oencuiy, the Frankish 
kings absorbed Chtirdt property for and wi^ for stale purposes, there was no 
cel^ioijs power in the Frankish Church which could stand agairmr fhr»triT But what 
would happeii when the Frankish Church grew out of the nairov bonds In which 
it was held, and found support foom widiout ? When diai happened for the 
first time under Bonifoce tnm was at once a cry for the ^ r e f onn ** of the old 
FrtHikish regulations. In this refonn, however, the traden^ of the secular 
powers to becotne independent is ntanifest. Tlie gteai sucoessots of the first 
Arnolfirigrefotmeis of the riglithcennnyt Pippin and Chariesthc Crar, mani^ed 
to lestzain dris powerfid struggle to duke off the edd obligations. But duee 
hundred years later, when die Chutcli lijul found a im^ity ally in the new German 
priaoedums, the ccnttal authority in Germany was ovodirown by the invesdiuie 
contiuversy. 

* See inf lenm^kj in dtf £ 
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THE DEVEIOPMENT OF TOWN OFE 

N O aspect of cmly medieval dvilizaiioo has rcodvtfd so littfe ifettestion fnxm 
acda] and epoaoimchtsioriaisas town life- Thfe li chidly due to the prcvailmg 
theory diar the Roman dcks had entiicly penshed at the titne of the imgradons, 
and dm even after die migrations the CemiGEm hcOTaied. to i^eEik m towns,* On 
ihc basis of retpoii arckeological inw^gitions, 1 have^ earlier in this boD!^ 
decoonstrated in detail the fblltudes of this tlieory^ We saw that ai an early dabe tlic 
Germans settled in the old Romui dtks thet^ves. Proof of this is found in 
parti[nikr in die cemeteries of the early German ^mo6^ and in the ctmdnuity 
evinced by inscriptions on mmhstona^ tg. tn Maim,* WomB^* and dsevhere* 
There rtmaitis to be answeted the objeedoa raised by Soiiibait to dat theoiy 
of a continuous devdopoKaii- Ii ts, lie says* “ tl^nighdesi to speak ofa dcae 
emneetjoD between Ruirm and early roedieva:! town life, sinoE ei-en where an 
external continuity s«m apparent no son of intemil ccmiimuty of development 
is pcjtseptibtt* "lids m indeed a surprising smiement from m sdiotar who nas so 
sttmily opposed the dependence of econoinic hktory oa legal hismryj. and has 
stated that the former would aim ar desciihing conations as ibey actusUy wcrtL* 
Research work in this field, bow-cver, has been grossly inadequate. 

The methodologial error, from whieh the dogma of thecontiiiiial dedine of 
the Roman urban system in t^ Frankblt kingdom has suffered, has apdy been 
pointed out in the following passage: “ Scholars again and a^n have confined 
their study to die one or two Homan dues in Germany and have EuiDirally found 
no proofr diet* of a coniinuanoe of Roman niethotki; we, in Germany, ha\e never 
gone DU to examine die much dchermoieiial of the West, but have tded to conc^ 
the unDcrCiinty of our position by procfriiiimg it to be the nanjial and scientific 
one. Instead of proofr, the names of those holdirig idoidcal view$ have been 
invoked*^* 

The development of meordi hai been most significant in France, Thei^ 
while earlier scholois were ilmnsE all united in their bdief in the oominuity of 
Roman urban types, others declared that in the ahsctice of reliable sources for the 
early development of towrts in the Middle Ages nothing cotdd be certnin ^ ^ 
number of modem sdiolaus have now dtallengecl this ihtsoty,* 

The old Roman municipal constitution wo:^ not maintained in Its origifial 
form- Changes no douht took pboe, but these had already started in late Roman 
MfiwL Ceru^y there was no room for the Roman ocmstJtiiiiEm b the foimdh:^ 
of the new German kingdoms, Koytd authoriiy hcoughi the drifs, too, into 

^ St:t ibove, 70 IT. 

^ See ^be¥?L« 74 ^ 

* See ibove, 7f ^ 
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dependence and cKtmd a ded5f« influence on didr govetiurnmr through foj-J 
Agents, ihe «w7ij£cf^ Morw^'CCj befiTre die Mtablbltnieiil of Cennan dtajiiiiitrti,, 
the bbJiop, le. the beater nf tetigjoits Autfioriiy, enjoj^ m extremdy tmfhmant 
mofal and ectjtiomk peraw in prartical maitets, cspw^ly over the tower ebssea 
in the dty, for it was among them that Chrmianky found its ftist adhmn^^ 
Bue wm die Uie Rotnin fomi of orgmiiation really lissL m iliia dcctsive 
ttansfoimadon id" th£ miHildpiiiLties ftom luiionomc^us eomnaunidcs into tfrwns 
governed by king or hialmpf li b ^actidd in the first ptioc to driiw a d™ 
dbiinciinn between ilie political develppmo^ tir urban cortslitutioi^ 

Germans furidamentaHy renrgfaniiefl on sdgncwrial IlneSi and ihfflr ^odd and 
ecpndmk development- Even If we cmitot clearly trace Roman influence in the 
former case, tc may luve been present tn the latter, Ie 9 ahsmee in does noi, 
by any meaits. Involve its ahseoce in tbe other. In it is (ar more Ukely to lave 
pmifted in dw social and economic sphere thaiV in the coroiiaitionzil ^pherer ’Where 
ihe colljpse of Roman poUticiil autlioriiy hKiened die process of cliai^ * 

OVftT^ difTjfenr conditions are found in different re^tniS^ In the Wet land iheSoudi 
the line of devclofurtent differed from iliat in the East ami North* ^ Roman 
Lnfftienccs ’were stronger in ihe fortncf than in the luttfir, wliere Germ^ mfUiences 
prevui}^, owing to tlic difference in distribution of die populaiiim, hinalJy, 
within ihc sphere of Roman infliiertcej, dironological disiiiirtions must be made- 
In die eaihej (Merovingian} times, tTkioes of law Rotnan insiitutioiis are more 
apparentr th^n they gntdualLy fade !tw?y and lose flndr earli^ {mponanct Geiman 
dvilizariem is the progressive active dement* Rcrom dvilization is perishing and 
fiillitTg to pieces, Tlte imponant office of die tir/sM&r ervitaiu affords espeaally 
dear evidence of this. It Ians on, like the old oarLi^ the cur£a/ff* and icnarora. 
Bui none of these offices can now maintain ihdr old independent imporiance in 
Jill w powers of the count and bishop, on whom diey become dependrmr*' 
Moreover* e\en in the towns, as tn the country, spedal lins of d^lopmeit 
are aciuared by the two dew faemre in iltls evolituon, t.e, CknstLmiry and the 
German monarchy- Tlie old autonomy of the people dtsappeats, a new teaddicy 
iDit^ardb role by an amtocracy emerges and property (espe^ly in Lmd>^M also 
eiuploymeflE tn the rc^ service^ causes ihe adv^noci^T of a new ^ss, TIm old 
Roman terms are connnuEd: imsmrci- 

It is noteworthy ihai tbc/ioijffjjtrrei appear sitle by side with and in r^ same rank m 
the AiJinJrtifi,* Tile coniinuanoe of this ufbam Roman social clamfloffnti is espeetd^ 
marked in Spain under the Visi^ihs-* It can liardly,, dicreforEj be nr^iniain ed 
thai die Frackiah kgal constiiiition completely ignored Roman cntidiiioi^^^ 
Then? is a reductioii m the foimer tmponiince of die masses in ^ municipal 
system, itwt as i^re is in dial of the oonminn freemen in the old iblk-assetuhly 
{cKfitcilmmy and like the latter they have only a very tmuied right of consent, as. 
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for example, in (he eketwn of bisliops.* Also in public jiisiii* only a so^l mmbtt 
of tnagruriis (Rackiaiitrgtfiy continue lo aci as jodgss; «he» are aJw railed *»« 
Aftww/. i.e. mow ImpofRiiK and wealthier EwqjJt* hpaapsT 
In Spain.* Tlie utbau afRces whidi had been filled by populitr elecu^ «J«lt as the 
JcfZn>r d>TU«if, aw now fUkd by die new mtmidiKil audwfltic^ ilic cooms and 

the b^inp, and are ot * sdgn™^ type.* t. 

HenTw must lav (more stnsa thm has hlihcito been otsiomaty CQ the tact 
dm the sources from which all this bifumiiinn is kAmi aw of a much iacerdate, 
nanwlv the tiinth century. The Metovingfcm paiod itedf rtveals many mow 
tmccs'of Roman tpstimdons. The existence of l«al coiumimicaa of the funa 
in die sixth and sevmth ooituries cannot be disputed,* mowover the runa ™ ol 
dedstve impoiiance at dot dme in urban gmOTtnent J“ 

Clcrrooui-Fernind, assigned by recent scholars w tbc middle of the ei^ (Kituy, 
it is actually staled of the otriakt j vuj iawwo, jae piMtai agios 

edi/dhe,* In the Touts fomtulary of the sane period, the ife^huw etvrtBi appears 
prinaifaBiis suL. Still cnmiswd with the of ^e 

rtianidpij/w.’ He and the cuiatstill keep the public documeots (eo£ca^ut&) he 

diy. On the other hand, Gregory uf Touts, wlto ran be to Law an 

juMiraie knowledge of mimidiKil affiiits In his tunc, reveaU m Im ac^t of ^ 
urban iudirial system of the second Italf of the sixth aaitniy a dehmte iuA voth 
Roman insritudofi^* Tliis ccniinuity is \'ety obvious in Spanish cities m the turn 
of the Visigoths,* where (he towns still pcssessed their own property, as m tiic 

Frankish kingdom under die Merovingians,** r 

Moreover, it should not be forgotten that even die office of count w^ not 
made equal with that oftlic earfier cioiuj till the d^ih omtuiy- Gre^' oJ I oun 
knows tmly die and origiiiaJly the two terms did iwt imply mnk. 

Indeed, die eamiut cjViwJnm among dw Visigoljt^ ButguiuJans, and Fran n^ 

have been renrcsentatives of b re Roman institutions.** It lias been surges . ta 

{iisiun of mllitury and dvil authority, which wtis opposed by genera] re^anons in 
the bte Roman period, w-as complct^ re the kicgdoni of Syagnt^ m w ^ a 

power was given over to the leaders uf the army, the coauttt ctviiaft#. s 

Sgonizadon then taken OVW by (he Franks.** In this coi^on st^ sh^ 
be laid on A tlnle^notked teuurk ot the East Rom^ autbre, . 

(Mituiy), wilo tells us that trehlic insiiiutioos of the Franks have a f^-reaclireg 
(dmibriiy Willi ihtoe of the Rureans. Among these he «p^y mreuiois urten 
govetninent, in such a way duu we tnay ptesu^ a refei^ ‘f,i!- 
dyitoiuatJ* Laier <50 the count also enioyed financial rights, and di^ I think, ar^'S 
the link wtih Roman instliuiioiia. In Romm times we find a^mlarti as muitd^ 
rrflSdals, for recniuing ptirposes and also for the collection of taxes. Aocording 
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ii» the descriptiiotiii of Gregory of Toiirt, the toma iras the loyal ofEd:il nfRo 
collectetj is the towns and looked aAca- the tan-ioll (co^iiuitTntnr n ^ 
tfihiia <witw«Ai«uif)A As at first die Rocnan adnjniisinmon of Ci»« per^red in 
the Mcrovin^fi period * rod wherever it was not disoigjuued by royal etttnp- 
tions, so too dtc Lower o^daU in chiwge of it, the cn»frar«, were now placed under 
die counts.* Now it is veiy inrerBung to note the verbid coinodenoe between 
die investiture-fotniiila of a Frankish ooont and a late N ovella of the late Rotnan 
E{ii{nre:.* In the fbtmer die count performs the (unctions which are given in die 
latter to ihc ititfi fff bcontfii, Le. the royal affinal has taken the plare of ^wr brot^it 
into dependence on hiinBelO the old municipal authorities- Finally^ it has alicady 
been pointed out dial the gtantofn third oflhe pttxredsof dte qm* to the cOumj 
eiviiaai, which was usual in Fiankah times, heats some resemblance to dte Ron™ 
method, wh«^y cwo-thmis were ®veo to the oemral giovemnunil, while a third 
might be used by ihe town for its own purposes-* The eortrer, Le. die official 
entrusted by the king wt^ the govcmittent of (he city, appears in diis respect too, 
as having rights whkh or^nally belooged to di* autonomous munidpol 

Tliese ctmiidmiionfi dJow m. Jo foim 9 tmax^ comet estitniste tlijm has 
liidiertci fa^n possible of the relation bom* by the authority of the comus in 
the dries to (hat of the bahops. Wdte took (he view' that llw great power of the 
bishops was the first to appear, and that thereafter they voluntirily beesme 
adherents of the Frankish ki^ and helped them to conquer the trod. Thus, the 
bishops were not merely coofimied in their old privili^es, but also gjven new 
honours and dignities- When the Frankish rule was wfc, the count rendvcd die 
conixoi of ail die public affiurs of die town,* I believe that, allowing for lo^ 
diFerenees here and there, the line of development was die ewter contrary of iMa, 
At the time of die Frankish conquest it is quite oonaeivable dm it may have bwa 
todte king’s intmst to enture die security of die town by giviiig great power to 
die army-leadfirt thereifL Ifw« read the iettefS from individual bbhopa to Frankiah 
counts in the 6fdi century (e,g. ApoDinaris Sidoaius, or Auspidus of Tout to 
Arbogasi of Trio-y ihe awmt appem quite ckariy aa the ruler of dte city, with 
the bishop srill dependent on him. A shniLir subordinarion of the bisfiop to the 
tfmtu of due city may be assumed fitxn detailed accounts of their relationship in 
Gregory of Touts, as, for example, at Oenaoni where the count was putting 
dlfiiculdes in the way of the episoopd election,* or at Angoulime where the enunt 
was oppressing ihe Chuioh.* And even if we assurne that the fiisl Ftaokish rukrs 
dealt indulgendy ndth Roman insoturions," Cloins nevertheless his r^id 
authority very obvious to the bishops.'^ Their power iaceased during the sixth 
century, in proporrion as dtat of die rnonareliy declined, erwing m the partrdmt of 
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il'fcc kin^dpm iuid to mtcrtu] disoftler^* The ^yiiig quQtied above^' ind astfrtb^d by 
GregjOry of Toitw to King Chilperic(i^i-yS4)i tW nyal powcf Iiasdiiappcaied 
and has been Trsr^ferred f<i rfiebirftops la the dri^ dates liTicn die la^t wo decadeaof 
^he mrh cenimyt ’^ hen ilie ttaxtsfomudon of iniema) govijirini^u itidw 
kiiii5d<™^ whidi ended to the detrimfiot of die itinfiaj^iyp in full swing- Tile 
unfiatteiing terms ifi which the Eidiop of Touis dates 10 descJibc Oulpcnc (cL ^84} 

•—ftowi tmiparh er *—^ow very de^y duu toyal was 

jdmdy a ihing of dre psat^ 

Tlie bbhops woe able greatly ro mapjise didr powo in the dtieSf not only 
because the nuteriat resources aj their dispr^i wot bong continually enlarged by 
mimenfLis to ilse Qioidi, bur also befitiHc their itnjmrturie^^ granted and 
coniinned by the monarchy, made it possible fcr them to lescricf arid keep a check 
on lb* owml^s privileges^ We have concrete eJisnipIcs of this in Gregory of Tour^, 
siurwing howv when the counts were coUedittg the njyal taxes in the towTiSj liie 
bisliop forward 10 protect the town papulation (or f3rfiE?r!he tnhahionts of 
VTfjimnifar dlstRcts}p^ usually at the cs^pense of ih* counts ^ The result of lh& imist 
have been not only to increase the pow?er and fepuDUon of the bishops^ bur also 
to many volun tarily to seek their protectiniv Such clifferendflitiorirMJait hxvit 
made it appear unbur that one secdon of die peopk rath^ diart another v i vn i ld 
bear the bmnt of these taues. Perhaps it was for diis reason that in tJle (snd die 
king usually let off also tho^e townsfolk wiio were not already exjcnipt.* Here we 
can already sec how some depormients nf the urban admmifiiiadnn came gradt^ly 
into the Imds of the bishops* Ring Dagohext (in the scv'cnth arimry) had ghTii 
all fiscal revenue m die town to the episcopal Church of Touiw. niereaficr 
ihc bishop appcjintcd a collecior whpi in this respect^ took over ill* ft^ts of die 
ccjiint-^ Pinaliy^ episcopal power in the towns tmtst ha\e been enlianced hy the 
king's fretpient practice of bestowing bishoprics on the Itiglier oifidals of state 
or cDurt in their old age.* Gotxl uie oouid thus be ttiade of tlidf knowledge of 
gtn^etnmenr affaira and iheir pcrsottal connection with the court in the administra* 
non of the btdixjpric. 

These pnxndij^ are even mure appartm among the Visigoite tium among 
the Franks. Among the biter also the Jdng ^painted counts !□ be at the biiad of 
die government in the towtsa^* Tliey obo enjoyed miliiary as well civil j^wer* 
Bchrw liieni there were the €xe^u£Dn^ and and the mJex i.t the 

ofEcbIs of Snancar and of ji^ticex Tisese Gotliic counts originally ranked tar above 
the bishops* The persistence of religjoiis controversy gave rbe to ntrirtermis deeds 
of violence ag^imt die biter, and the dependence of rhe bbhop on the Goihk 
ct^jti£j is dear from Cmgcuy of Tours' blunt story abergt the brutal tjearment 
of Bishop Leo of Agdc by ihe heretic Gomachaf Thb of sdiairt underwent 

a r^tiarkabb diange after King Reocared's conversion 10 GuhoOcism (“sSy), 
Episcopat power in Spain increased rapidly* [n certain titu^ biBhpprics become to 
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sottie liCftdhacy amimg ricii Mi>rwvcr, nobka In the state 

serv ice were made liibbop^ by ihe king.* Tlic founii Gctincil qf Toledo J}) 
attacks the prev’-dlenT abu^ in ilie aimuimoit of episcopal and tndiciiies as 
a speda) e\-tl die practice of Iwtoving it uptm men who wcttp entirely given up 
to the secular ^^rrvice of the State 

Since^ in Spain, tlie monarchy it-as not heraditaxy and was forced to ndy 
on the bishopif in its fitru^Tes wiih ihe powerful Aobiltty, the former becatne more 
and more influcntbl ospodally in die towns. "^Tlic fourth Coiiocil of Toledo (d^3j) 
acknowledged their right to complain to tile king agiainsi iinjusr oppresaion fmm 
public [tisdoe and from the p^£€ates (l jiJ. Kings Kindasvini: and Rectwvtivd 
(641-^SJ Of 67a), tnoddliog thfitnselves upon Justinian^s Lrw* gianted to tile 
bislmps in dvil kwsdts rhe right of intercesiun against the ludgment of die eorruj 
cTitmm, in fio far as tliiit appeared suspicious, i.C- unjust-* Earlier schnlars assume 
that this judicial activity tjf tlic bbbops was limited to mattem connected widi die 
poor; hut it h^ been shawii that fonp^^s doest not Iscre mean poor people, 
but the gr^i mass of ihe population, ati oomrssled witli the poteTim^ -wlui ruled 
and exploited thtm.® We « how the bishop finally rose superior to die 
omimfir. For though, under Kindawinf* laws, the judga said to be suspkioiis 
were still to deal wiih the case in conjunciiofi with the bishop* and both were to 
give judgment, afior |le£XesT,-iiui‘a ttme It was tl^ bishop alone who had the right 
io give judgments. Tlius, from Kmdasvint*s time onwards^ the bishops were 
taf^ to a posidoti of eontrul over seciibr oiEcials- It can easily be im^ned how 
this aOected their position in the tCFwns, because the Coundt of Touis ( 5 ( 5 ?) 
directed thatm cases of oppression of the poor by the Indicia and poienie* the bishop 
should examine the lamer and should excommunicaie tlicm if they wTie 
ordinate.* It lias been assumed that this development was the result of Frankish 
tnfltienceJ I da not believe that sudi Influence b at work here* I wn moteinclined 
to think that the after-elTecta of earlier Roman condidons were making themselves 
fdt. Zeutner has already drawn acictnnon to the CiotAxtm of jBS-diS,* 

wliidi tallies with diis cnndliar decree, upon vduch, indeed, he assumed that it 
was based. Bui if seems more probable that boih idute a common Roman soufce, 
since tlw: wording of this li partly derived from 3 of 

Valentiman UL* My suggestion is consistent with the general diameter of Vi&t- 
gothic bw, wiikh, as is well knowm b Uxgdy based on Roman precedent On 
the other liand, ilie btsliops in she Fianldsh kingdom under the Mciovinpana 
never acquired the same legal position as they did among ihc Vtitigoths.^* Tlie 
crowTiing poiat In the pow'er and poddon of the Spanis!i bishops vms leacbed 
wlien the decrees of the fourth Council of Toledo (633) gave tEie councils tli* 
position of a geuoal court of appeal against the judgmenis not only of bishops, 
out of secnlar judges and roya! plentpomitipury pow-ei^ were put ai 

thptir disposal to eoabk them to cafrj' out ibdr decisions. 

pTol^ly it was raerety as the lesnlr of tills development that the hisliops 
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4bsci ^tncd th^ coatml of fijumcc, in pajticidjir of tbe ^ppordonment of 
93brit4 lo pijbHc oHiciabr especially tlic iaJle&s. TW diifd Cmmcil of Tolfsdo Sj) 
dedikd Lh^ the bisitop sWjIcI discuss wfib tbe x&ucr^i h^rw nuich his piovisoe 
could afiofd to gi’^e dw judges without drtrimeru lo tiselL* SimiLir dcKreeS were 
mudc it the Pfovindal Coundl of Bifoeloni but die autbentidty of these 
has been smfmsiy challengtd,^ 

tn tialy aUo the Koman type of miifliripal goveiiunetir was at firsE largely 
prescn'cd by the conservative rule of the Ostrogoths;* Ft is mte that here, like- 
wise^ the earlier autonomy W 3 s to some extent sacriiiDed to the Godilc couqi^ 
who to certsin towns w^em in military command, while, m cdier smaJler they 
are sonjctinies cksoibed merely as The di^fwiQr dvrinth and likewise the 

^urarar were appointed by the king cm the proposal of the dtkens. The cumtefr 
ranked with the dejemor and Gterdsed control over the market so that the sdkr 
alone could not hx piices^* Hie t^finsor administered urban justice. The tnosi 
important datis of the magistrates"' (dios of the roTmer tchumvifi} were 
Cransfemd to the dejim^r imd the csjmMr, and they had diarge of the usual 
biismess of the £i^iales~^ 

In Italy die hutden of pubhe dues weiglicd heavily ott tlte curiofej who 
therefore iried m every pos^fe way to avoid tliis dignity. Many lose thdr 
property iheieby- The reason for thdr ckcUne and infcricirity to the km^raii 
and pcjjtxjf^res now becomes citn'tous.* Among the Laitrs the bishops and dergy 
move to the fim plaucj^ for the bishops, although the German conquerors w'ere 
Aryans^ had tetained tligir fonuet dignity and were mudi revered by Thtodoric 
ihe Great, who used diem to dtstribuEe money and com among tlie people.^ 
The Count of Syracuse ts requested to come to m ogreefnent with the bidtop and 
people of the town about the prices of goods bought and sold ihete** 

The count possessed not only miJiiary but also judidal autboriEy, except 
incase of disputes among the Romans themselves.* He also controlled taxation 
suid the police- Every jiear he had to visil the vmom m^metph of his pro^'inefi, 
to hear (he complainti of the ]^opIe against oppression.** He supervtsed the sub¬ 
ordinate offices of odmifiistiiition and vice 4 wi»ni)t had fO keep a 

record of his obscrvatiofis in order to be able tn account for his soitRts*^ 

Of greai tmponancse m the devdopoient of Italian urban life must have bmt 
the fact that, yfm the OOTogoihic rule was ow (551-5)^ It^dy t^me under the 
East Roman ^pire, and at dm ume the Empetor Jitatmian liad just enacted im¬ 
portant laws coticeming the bishops, Comomtine Iiad already recognised die wide 
judidal powers of the hShops, and by the eighty ^sixih Novella (5 ji) they were now 
adapted to the stale adminl^tratiori of justice. The bisitop to act ^ the 
ordinary appeal court for all complaints against secular judges and to be the legal 
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crtumrrfVst if iht biter tvot de?chrcij by one forty m be msptcifius {ix* 

If justice tdii^ by the oidiian* compbint ym fo be node ip the 

bishop- If hit ioterecssiem with the were wiitwjm result, then die bahcip wis 
to gh^e die plaintilF ^ rcjwn to talte 10 tht pri^Kfp$^^ 

We tuve leen ‘ dut diese laws cf Justinian wse imimtod in Vbigbtbte 
Titey also had an importanc tnffnence on (hrvfdtrpments m Iidy. To the bmuus 
Sancih Frsgmatica of (I tlie pubhi^cin of all Novelh rdatifig to Italy 
was Oldened and they were decided valid froni the day of puhlicaiiDrL Li these 
No^tUI Justmbn decreed ihw die provincial go^'emors should be elected from 
ihc inltafaicamts of the prervince whidi they were to Eovem, by the spirtttial atid 
secular nobles, espociaUy the bishaps. The dt/huoresy whom Juatinian tried to 
STTcngthftn a^dn, now diosen by the bishop and the primor^j <ivi£stis as 
well as the pMieswm; likewtK tile pattr ci^tmds who had the administiadon of 
die dvic ptopeny** Financial connol was exerdsed by the hbhop and five of the 
most rqmtable diitens, to whom accounts had to be Ti:!SKk>red anniiTally* The 
bishop also supen^ised ihe judges in his province** In the Emperor's t^iew the 
comrpnon which had aepr into the admimstranan could be prevented by 
the authority of the Qmrch- 

From die end of the setth cenraiy this type of mimidpal govtammenr, laken 
over frtHTi the Rumans, became les and less important; in its pbee the dvil power 
wasMtnEninJonihcoftehafHltothebhbopandimTlaflmher^ (Stnsrnal 

menace of ihc Lnmbaitk, to miltuny oHkera (m&iaftii m whom die ride of 
was bestowed^* Since they wert rc^cmaiLlc hit the prnteaioti of the diy ihey, 
as teprescimtivcs of the imperutl cetuial authority, dso possessed judicial aoiWity* 
In view of il» danger frooi the Lombaitls ie was neeesi&ary to cieitea new mititary 
or^nimtion within the urban populatioTL A new the mtHtsip the army 

(ewptuf) became more cctispiaiom* hand in hand with which die authoriry 
of the tribune over the dvil administration €i datmij) grew as the seventh 

centiuy' ad vanced^ At this time, r&p, the towns were affected by the influenoe of the 
forms of provincial governTnenr^ At die liead of the cowu wis the dkr or ^rw^tE^r 
miStumf 3 tide sometimes given to the former* He appointed the lower offidals, 
both military and dvil^ and summoned the peoples' eoundls, even those which 
were to dcct the bishop* He held judidal power in spire of the (dvil and 
criminal |wrfedirti£m), and was also the finandai authority j his power cxiended 
over the whok field of public admioktrarioti. So it was in Venice^ Rinunl, Rome^ 
and Nqiles- hfair of hardly any oihs- high civil offiidalj and as society came 
by ckgTtts to eonsHt in die tnaiu of two groups^ dw clergy and the 
so these two auihorfEks, die bkhop anri the dbr, becan^ the dnef nikre^ We 
saw' that even in the time cpf Jumnhn the pravincia] authorities (pwvificiarum 
u^cf) were clecred by the blwcip and the nohl^ (jmmaia}; die esnrdi dnafle 
the inilitaLry leader (dtixy 
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This (level op^menE mint be kept io mind if we ai* eo (jndersmid ari^t 
cojiditicfis tn the Lombard kingdom- When, the I-omhards coneptered it was 
die bbh^ who fortified the dlies in which their sees li^ and provicled them w ith 
ample provisions to eiKible them to itsist thdr heretic foes.* Sorting in Upper 
Italy and ptocesding tcuihwanK Ac Lombards gradtulJy conquered some 
tbe towns*; and they took over sod developed the oigamzaiiom whidt ihdr 
advance had called Inio being. At the head of the various dtsiricts stood the 
at'lin took up his tesidenoe in the diy and united judichil and miltory power in 
himself-* Beside him was the whose duty it was 10 administer property 

and who was in^Tcsted with cKectidve powers tfe bGantc the lodlng figut^ hi 
origin adminiso^doiiqi bjwJ the officiaJ posts which remained ov^r ilctfnant 
dmes^ stjcb as ihc tumtor ^hatis^ wieie siibcjrtlinaBe to ha# Apfxihit^cd by ihii king, 

he and tbtf iin x EogpthcT controllizd all oHkiil huicEiOTis- In the citii^ ilafte now 
appears a boopontus or bcittrvawr whose posinon was probably ideatiral wiiJi 
that of the old xkftiwtr 

After tb; E^ct of Rothari (641) die whofc Lombard kingdfim appear 10 
have bwn divided into nrlan tsrniorix^ -whiefaL were usually cohra- 

dent with the cpiscopl diooe^. Tlie towns were tine pivots both of public life 
and of the adminjstmfiQn of dtec diatriers. They were bound to laecome 
important during the imiggle i^ainsr the Lombards^ for they saved as pb^ of 
refiigp for the inhabitants of the plains around theftL Tlwrt h no irudi b the 
jheory that the Lombards withdrew to the counny and avoided the towns,^ 
The nohiJtrv and the pctjcs^^^res (landowners) alike lived in the towmsi whjch 
favourable conditions for marketing ctjoniry produnf.' Beside the *M 
Roman urban nobtUty (ctifutiiu} there appear the free and wealthy Lomlurds 
(ftrinumni). Together ihty elect tiw dvil tribunal, which iisnally conristS of three 
or four persons fJtuSaa^ later rcov™) and is poesibly isniiecari with the old 
tystem (jMdHMJniO** The change from this to a sdgtnairhd orgamiatiow, whidt 
set io in the sixth rentury under Eaii Roman must now have peooEK mows 
HTongly marked. It is noi true, however, that in ploo! of the old urban cu™ 
now appeared the ricritr n^ur or Jucaits of the Lambards.* TtieSe sat two quit* 
different things. But the last developnuair which took pboe under East Ronwn 
lule may well have been adopted by the Lombaids. If the East Roman au^Hiy 
and niW in the towns (the lAtxof triWr) liad already becomesom^hii hide|^ 
dent of the eentntl goveromeni, tiiat would siit the new efinditioBS very wdl, 
Afitff the assassination of CIcpb (n 4 ) there were ihirty-iive dukes livmg in the 
towns. The office of gattoMs^ was probably Instituted because ite Lombards had 
snpropriB^ die rkh fiscs) property and now had to look ^kt it- 

At d« Lombard conquest some of the bisliopa (notably those of Milan and 
Aqiulda) had to fiee, and others (such as diose ofGeoosand Giado) had to imnsib 
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ilidT sees elicwliatt and therr p^^sscssiiws n-eiv destrfj^; bin even (hou^rsome 
bidioprics for a rtme disappea^/ rite btdw^ iswcoeericd in Hsgatfting their «rikr 
portion in the rciwni,* espcctally after the ccmvmion the Lamhard^ in 
CtthuUdsm in ihe wenih cernury. In some places tiicy had^ pethaps^ 
never quite lost thai po!Hti<itL Tliey excraaal a decisive iofiiLtcnDe iq JuxHdal and 
finajidai adminlsttniiotL* After tlie Fall of the Lombaid kmgdoni die Franks 
made HO fiindantencal changes; the Freakish ifomn stepped into ihc pbcc of the 

who had been first n Romany dim a Lonibard uilidaL 

The liistory of utkm government presents a more difficidt problem m 
Gcrtnan rettiioiy than in Roinan knds, for while in the biter the Roman basts 
fonned the point of depamue for die new de^etopafifii, in the former it was as a 
mlebcktng. Cenain distmoiCRS must, however, ^ made. In the West and Sooth 
much of Germany was snbfecc to ihe Romans; Runiiin rde extended to the EUiim 
and the Main, and in the East to ihe Danube. 

The importance of die lima as a frontier harrier against German attacks S(>an 
made it nece^aiy to huilti forn^^^ along xhb natii™ lOad of cotitmufiication^ 
or \t-4alls rocmd the settlements which liad dhesnly grown up along the frontier, 
pardy for tmdkig purposes. Tliese fortified places as qttarteis for rite 

Rotnan garrisons, as at Str^shutg^ MaimijaiKi Xanteti and ihtf dwdrf the futtufc 
of the administration from the first. They were under the authorin- of the roilltary 
leader ^ho had u? proted the fontess as wdl as rite surrottUEling 

territory* The Buid^aied land was organiied in Gau-cofnmunjties (witairs\ 
eadi with {t fortified centre (vfraf)^ Here m the ceuifra were also ihe gianaries 
{AtjrTta% where the fiecessarv' supply of com was kept-* As in die wars of ihe 
Emperor Juliaa with the CermajM in the fourdi century, these fortified dvicaca 
on the Rhine from Strasburg to Nyniwegcn were the scenes of intense fightfog, 
and were conqiOTed and teforiified now by one side, now by the otber^^ Thus, 
when the Frtmks arcacked Gmd m jBB, accoiding to Gregory of Toms" snotj of 
Sidpidus Alccmder, Cologne Trier, Maims, Neuss, and other fortresKS on the 
Rhine formed die main points of Rtjfmm detcticc, while tile Open plaint desoibed 
as very widely extended were deserted by the tuhahitatits^* 

Besides there great and wira w^hkh continued from Roman nm^ 

nnd were never tjui® dc^trnytd,^ there wete also a oonsidcrahle niutiher of smaller 
Homan fi>ns atd ddfensive worlts whidt were developed and 

increased, espedalJy after the nrengthiMiing of die frontier fiirrificaijoti by die 
Emperor Commodus and again after ihc Alemannic irtvasioos ai die beginning 
of the third century.* 'Dicy served 10 fortify die Smes tn ease of wtit and tvere 
then garrisoned by small military forces. Furthennore, as recent sdiobrs have 
$hjawti> in porricukr iu the case of the fomfications in die Eifol (Bitburg, 
Jtiiifceraih),* tlie^' afForded protectioci for fhedw^ellers in die plains, who were wont 
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ID take rtftige withm ilKir walls. Tb^ sisdiw «eii, cspedatlly wTicn 

siniaL^ ai awt-rojidSy to I^ve been iniended to Enarntain tlie postal a( this 

^tatCj and an opponmniy for the de%elapincnt of trade atw commomcaiiofia * 
AT the same tune tb^ sen'ed ^ market piiics- A cumber of markets %-erc heki 
ai difTwent placet along ibe ^ and dib was due to the feet that at one lime 
Roman forts existed ilire.^ 

TJke ibc great fortnesSM dji the Rhine, Main^ and Danube^ such as Hegemburg 
and Passau, so also the centres of tlie Roman Gau-connnwiLties (rrt*f£a/e:r)p i.e, the 
via without munictpl privileges^ were the oentres of trade and commumesdon^ 
as of public life in general. An example of this Is Ladenburg on die NetJear.* 
We have ilieady seen thar Frankisb Gaii’-miines weiv formed from (be naines of 
these Roman rid CLobdcti- Angst-, Mda^u, etc^),* Such Caii- and folk- 
communities,* whkli more or less OTaSt-utban oemres, are probably implied 
in die enoitTiOiis number of civimtes which the anonymous ^ogntpher of Ra venna 
ascribes to the secortd half of die fifth cEntttry'** Twdve of tii£$e have not yet been 
identified or have disappeared^ and ilierefore did not lead to the esTaUtshmcni of 
towns. The author apparently took down the names from a get^jnphusil map ■ 
fo that some of dietn may be Gau-names. 

Komemann has shown that after the thu of Constantine^ while the dik^ 
(OTtmter) in the old C^nc teEriioty originated in the Gan to Gcnnan 

territory djey originated in ihe folk-comniunity, whose earikr Importance h^sed 
in fevout of hs oenae (viatr), which now became a town* Tlte old tribal territory 
became an urban rerritary, as is shown dearly by the fact tbit lie old name of the 
folk was used in naming die new place. From the md of da third century tliese 
rid w«e forrihed and w'dted it>und as a protectioTv against the attacks of the 
barbariansJ 

In the East, tew, it lias been sJiown ■ tliat a number of places in the Danube 
area, such as Ljuriactim^ Juvavum, and CuculliC, fer as Teuima, the diief dty 
of Inner Noricum at that eime, are sometimes called Wcmj and sometimes oppiihm 
and wen urA$ and dviias^ and were completely surrDunde?d fay wdb and gates. 
After the tefiDfms of DiocJeiian dib nomendature w^ g;iveti in lespecr nor so 
much of the te^l position of the place ss of the grEater or Icser extent of the 
setdeiTKrnL Isidore of Seville acmdlys^ai die begumingof the sevmdi century: 
tmtem magnimJitt^ ^Kfcrepetr u riot* 

At the time of Gn^ory of Tours (sfeth oentitry) faniiicattons or wi^lls wm 
a cbaractETtitic feature of towns, not only in I raiy, for whicb we the testimony 
of Ajnmuinns Marcdltnus ooncetning AqniliaA in jdi,*" and Southern Caul,** but 


* C£ tto, 


^ thssiiKxaD^ ** LliDC£stttdttfi|^ Ifl tPcitd. xy^ ft f. 

■ Sft 7t E 

* Ct ¥L SdtUifisdwTi SuJ»iung*- Kuhw^tJt^ d, ^ ^ 

* ^ Pifltkr Arid U 7 1 iqpnntoA by EUesc, Dar h d MKriibfi 

r Mq t jf r tjSoi:), aJii> Ji% jEkL 

^ O. linn IL W£lli!r+ " DJe Uokd^uns d« AkniJiKPi^lTndrit WUrttembciVj^^ yarnffiiArjAtfi^ 

f. J*( E C*T^l) aid c^|HEi^h' ^ Fjtiodun AlMfhaiMWi I. d i*» 

f, /. hCP*; in B&in. xia iF- 

' SbtJtwttiiftAwi^ in d th^. jprnnamdkm Cduim d RdTfttrrrLdw*^ A1*0 

1 ^ A^trfjPhW Ui. Ziff.. 1 %^. 17 ^ 

" J. jun pi^ RiVmr pjW Aaowih L d Utmddbuitrn, tad 

* tf d, 

xd^ tif ir I ^ ^^.nmiuqw dmimdjtwai . . , A obioaii idiubia mTibuw;|w ^imuh 

^ H roptTgnardi 

^ G^orfffdXoiiin^iim.frrtae.d'^* J 11 vl, 11; Iv, ifi, j|; 7, HS J7J lE is. 



114 EUROPEAN OVILIZATION 

in notfh.^ Gregory ttiikes a very sl^^hEiaifii mifurk ar t^ie of (us 
descrlpijon of tlic greas fortiRoEk'^ of Dijun: foi /cpiv i&ia igf^ro^^ 
for Dijon was jiten noi yci an episcopd aw and U 4fw-ays called a t^mim " 
by Grego^ ttifflsdT, Th^ fonidmctuft and w-alllng of ike Htvrt^ wm he^e Emended 
nurdy to protect tlie town and its inhabiiiinEs agaifzst atcadfa from without, but 
abo to provide t refuge for the InhabEmim of the surroimditig district m case at 
thr^B of war. This h tepcatedly emphasised by Gttjgory of Toms—most 
clezriy where he speaks of the prapbecy' of the bemut HospEdus neir Kizszi^ dtit 
the Lombajids w^ouli! mvade the ournilry and destroy seven towns of GauL He 
advises i]» country people to flee within the walb with all tbdr goods and swk 
safety in fortified places-' We liavc strmUr Infomution concerning King Chilperi^ 
wlio goes with hk u c ^tiie s and goods huD the fort of Cambtai when be is anacked 
by his broiher Guntchranm and his nephew Childeben.' 

In the case of towns wluch had exLstied fram Rum^in denes, letnova] of the 
actual sertlfToent and diivdlings sometimes took pboe* The old Romm town sitifi 
WTre often wry extensive- If they were panisilly desnoytd by tjermasi atcadts^ 
and if the populaifoti retumed dumg the nateinott penod, it h obvious dut they 
would not fully irdtabitedL Here and then? ihe old wills were used to build 
fom ott file site of die old rowm Tills happened iit the fiouth of France, e-g- ai 
Nimes and Motitpellicr-^ The same is mi ia Trier, w^hich later lose the great 
importance whkh it had enjoyed in the Roman period as die r^dence of the 
provtnda] governor-* Widiin the old Roman walls and the underground chambers 
ofamphitliesines, ctc^ the finl Oirktians held thrir meetbigs and set up chapds, as 
excav'atlort$ in Trier n-nd Mea have sbowru'^ Id Metz die first Chrisdari Cliiircb 
Stood inside die old amphitheatre- In other places Christie churches were erected 
on the sites of temples, as in Mainz and Regensburg-' 

Now that the Chnrdi, and especmlly tfie bi^ops, received ^^anis of land 
from die kings on the sites of old Roman cides, ecdesbsrical property was bouniJ^ 
in the course of dme^ to become very important by reason of the immimity 
privileges wldcli it enjoyed* Th4He episcopal districis fmttFt/fciiKft) were 

walled round,* and gt^ually became as spedally fitvuiinjd as the old walled 
town, which foil into mim. The Uier town nfeen lay at a sEiort dbnmoe from 
the old Roman mwn or the fcwi whtdi Imd arisen witlw it-^^ Not only political 
but abo natural condidons determined surii moves. Often where there was a hlglt 
town (aisman jupetiis) (HDchbtii^ as tn Salzhuf^ die residendal district bdiaw, 
ie* the or " suburb was tbedetermming fector in settling the new site 

of die mwtL, because In die mmrsts of ttade tt was naturally necssaiy to avoul 
diihcult cotuiidons of transpertp On tiussublectf the aocemm ofPassau In die Fhs 
S^mni is vtty Interesdng. He relates that the ifdiabionts of die hem Sohinm^ 
m blch by exmt muw iippiS JJmavw cm die Other side of the Ittu, traded on the 
atec of the peesent Evm as euly as the fifth ceatuiy suburbs of tiiia 
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scjrt were likerwrse to he fcauiud In the Eisi* As to ihfl Wesr, WdizbisiKd docu^ 
fnentary e^Hdccicc to demonsmtff their e:i:t 5 icTiQe^ in Stra^burg^Metz, ^irui Trovaj-* 
Gtegory of Tours gives an exaenpk of s^uburbin trading in Trtcr * and mfier 
eighth oeamry enamptiJs escist for hliirat Augiburg,* and Regensbitrgj,* wlbcre 
b^ide rhe old chfiias of ih^ tenth ceutoiy* an merca^onim is founcL 

Wkn happened, however, In IfmerGcnnmy, wfiere there hod been no Roman 
towns ? Earlier in thi$ yolume I Jiave demonstrated die fdbey in the assumption 
that the territory on die ocher side of dee fimej was a gT«at €xpixm of primeval 
for^ and marsh, with a thin and even nomadk popuLitiom^ Caesar and Tadtos 
tdl us that die GenmEis had town? fapp^y $acm as those, for esampki among 
the Ubii, Bataan, Sucvi, Morcemanni, and Qiiadn* These may in prr, as in Brltaict^ 
have beM foni^ dweiling-ptitocs srfiidi wm not eondiiiiou 5 (y inhabited but 
ser^^ed dtc surrounding popuhitiatL as pbees of refiige tn case of 
In this periodi after the migralicxts and batdes for permanent settlements were 
over, w hen the Germans settled in definite dktrit^s, these a^pi^ were bound to 
gain in importance* Moreover, according to Piokmy there were here a number of 
TToAfiff whidi served mainly as stoj^ing pUce$ on ihc gnsat trade routes duougli 
those dismers^ by wluch cncidiants lised to bring amber, sale, etc^ Into the Ronmn 
Empire,^ these Tadtus oftai mendnna yki m a sense w“luch includes 

votnetfaing more than villager in the modem sense^ Xc b Cfly ne€xi^sjty to retail 
what Tadtus tdls us of the jurisdiedon by ibtprw^fei who perpag&i vkos/foit ms 
redduiit*^ Tliest ykl-vr&^ dearly Loiger settiements within die Gau, where courts 
of justice were held; they weie the centres of the communities whiefa Di%Ena1Iy 
carried on ptibllc adminhtnttion at the tmeUmm m folfc-assembiy,* On die otha- 
band, dierc was also within each Gw a or strangbold: for archaeologists 
ha^ne found bath forts of refuge {FIuekiiaigiT]) and resid^rbl fons or folk strong¬ 
holds (^Foffuiurgen} not only in Saxon territory,** but nfeo in Hessen,^ and 
dxwhm^ 

We know to-day that even in the time of TadtoS " xnanoriid ** estates eristod 
among die Germans* What he lells us of the position of the prmeipes ard the 
Germitn comWiij,** and what wc have alre^y Icamt com^eninig the importance of 
the nobility at that tiinc;,*^ make it obvious tltat tn very early limes lords" scats and 
noble turgj were in existence* 

The icsults of ardiseolog^l research prove this dearly*** Sdmchhanic has 
traced the origin of the town of Hano^^er w the old Fnmkisii fores of refuge 
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although It dos noi appear umfcr this name dll tfu? beginning of duf eleventh 
c^omryf He cxpbim beciuse of naniral conditions of the soil and the Ik of 
the bad Ufer) we may take it for gninted that a stot>iJ wlierc the 

crossed ife high toad going cast from Mlittkn,* » dhl many Pthen 
in those old Sa^on districts- Of coume, mndi of thb is still conjectutt But h 
should be spectally iKjhtd that the oft^racmioneij Ttgidegc, jefcticd to in an imperial 
charter of loi jj* mitst Iiave been dow to Hwsvtt of^ indeed^ imide the present 
town-" And this word means a place for tfie ^ thing ^ of fotk^assembly^ U^tmold, 
with Its old name Theot-Malli,* bearing ilic same meanings b a dear example of a 
pbee where the people origimilly held their folk-assembly. Moteover, ie can be no 
accklimt that near it the old Grofenbuig (or Xeutobur^ was a fort 

of refuge, providing here also proteoion for tbe people- 

In this connection it is possible to assign their proper unpcFToiKe to ihe 
which Ptolemy des^bes so in the dinner on die rigb^ bank of 
the Rhine in the second ccumry. Evoi though these may noi have been towns 
{Piolenay probably ttKik ihc names from a map)^ they may hive been centres of 
Gatt<oiiimiinides, like tbe th^ias^s of die anonjrinotjs g eo gfa pher of Ravetinii.* 
Moreover, Schuchhardt has ishown that in andme Greece rdAcic means tlie strong¬ 
hold af dbiinguished from /loru the open settlements and that the ftinner 
developed into towns.^ I have already ^own that ac^rdmg to artltieologkai 
ceseLTch dJere may, in Some of these cases^ be some connectio n with ind 

rulers' residences.* Sunilaityj Langewiesebe tt ^ the results of andt^logkal 
research into old Saxon folk strongholds (^^iiiksiurspsny Jintl lonfs Strongllolds 
to Identify other irdAfAF*^ and reference h®, been made above to 
tbe finds of coins tn the nd^ibourhood of such forts — treasura belnngii^ to 
Gemon princes or old Frankish army-leaders, who earned it in tlie pay of the 
Romans-Acconliiig to Schudiliardti Quedlinburgh also Is a clear example which 
embodies all the pha» of developmenL There we liave the so-called Ait^ 5ur^, 
ihc former fort of refuge, origiiiqlly called Quiulinbtiig ; ii its foot Iks the curtu 
QuidiJiiga, Sind opposite cm the ^ibssbetg the of Henry 1 j and, 

finiilly, tile whole s^ttletuent b iurroimded by die tow»-wafls md still ke^ the 
name of the old fon of refuge atid the dynssdc for^ i.e, Qnedlinhtiig. Pitiallyv 
Schudihanlt describes the fortifrcaitons between the Weset and the Elbe (strortgly 
waUed-roimd buildings) as Gt^tAhciudurgm (tribal snonglmlcb) preemsevs of 
die ur&cu, the dries of King Henry L The kuer merely made a general pr-usicie 
of what had been common in his Saxon mriiory for eenterries.** 
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The correspoRdcncfT betuwji and fhe Pope? sKek^-s thflc m Imw 

Gcrmonyi TOf^jCf/y^zVa acid urhs i^ irre m oisience b&Toce ihe beginmn^ of died^lb 
i^sniuiy* The d^cnpcion sent to Zachinias of ihe insullatton of three bishop in 
74i is ssgni&i^vit. Tiuiee appida fiyt mHUs m iniended {at thcflT i ont k ix» be 
in £ciiiir fFir^si&nrg, [he second Iv trpptdn ^irmbiaiur 

Suraturgf and the itiini pi ixo ^ ditixur Erpketjurh As rcgareb (he l»t of 
these^ Boni&ee adils the impormat tematk: Jfult iam p/im pagmtmifn 

rttniasnim.^ Here, thetdTorep W33 an ^fis whidi was alicady looked upon as an 
old p'&fktiurg or Ctndurg,^ It h also signjfkanl ihat the Pope io tiis answer la 
Bomthoe (isr April, 7^)) ’ warns the biter 10 comider earnestly and carefuUy 
whfiher these pbces and the nuniber of tlidrinhabitants are mlly qtialified for the 
instalbtion of ;i btd:ijop atncmg ihetn. He remmds ium of die esnonjea! n^ukttjon; 
ut minimi m villuim in m&£ca£ ciVaarej ejpis^»/Of ntdbxtmus^ me vihsatt 
nomm ipiscopL Obvioti^y, therefoce, these $;^ttlements tme qiialihedi x^iinfitig 
to these lofty i«quheiiifaiTs» to serv«^ as twiiatei m the oattowcf sense, i>e- as 
episcopal secs. 

Here we must interposf what an adtnittedly later source (ninth oenmry) 
St3S rex'^led cmiDeming Soxem tenitoEy* Hie author of dae Tramlath of Saint 
Liboriiis, describing the woik of i?onversion dieic, sa^'s that there are in the 
province hardly any^ ctvltam^ which were according to old clisicfih the sear of 
q}isc:»:ipiil sees, but due there are places cminentty sidtdble for such see^ w^here 
natural condidans are favoiireble and wlicre there is a large popahnoo.^ Piujerborn 
b then mentioned as being panicubrly suitable j mcodon is made of the walls 
surruunding it (morma), and it iS added that tn its Gau (pagiis} thfrenot only 
but for a long time htid bee% a Luge popnIaiioi%* In this we sec d^ly the 
impertznee of the ch^cai as a ceniie for the surrounding Gau and for die whok 
popubiion of the district- 

Tlie bstiug iofiitoKic of iLcse old German msiitutions Is made dear by a 
Fnmkisli formula of the scvwuh reniitty ooocermng the latjrig of the oaih of 
festlty by wbjoMs Tiie epuna are directed to the free Gau- 

associates of rbeir district in plares suitable for this puipost Emplmis is laid on 
the fact ihM the w'hole population is to be summoned, Fnmks, Eomaiis^ and people 
of otlier notions* siiiiiibJjc for this are ckscdboJ as towns, villages, and 

bur;^* Here we eao guin an idea of the nainrE of gnMal types of settlement- 
There h no tack of fowns, and beside them aie die burgs and the %^ki — I say via 
beemfic ihfi tenn villages hardly expresses tins conoep non follyJ 

Chunges in the nomenck^re of towns cfaantcEoisdcally revea! the tnmsidon 
from ihe old German to die bter Frankish or^nizatiDn of the tribe& Pnrb'iixisly 
the name of the people whose centre the town was appeus to have best used 
in ihe name of the town : Cfvfmr Nanttwrr {Sprier}, Cvkax tfangionun (Worms), 
Gh^/ftw Ah£o/n^ifiamjm (Meti), At^gntn^ Aoicn^fwifm (Augst), Aaguxta P^nddi- 
4&nmi (Augsbufj^, and abo Oppiihm Uiionart^* the later Cclonia Agrippifiaiiit 
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{Cniogiv). Thissc die out earfy and even in the sixth cenrury ccnnslus^ do some 
loc^l pecu}tsriTy are fonrid instead -of ihese Ccltk: snd Konun lumtsi. Side by 
Side Ar^catorate Gregor^' of Ttfuj^ ti?e» the tuimtr Sir^tebuigunif mi besids 
Juva^^mtL the rumie Sslihufg appeal^ in die sixth cenmry* The duingt wgis, 
hciwrvcr^ a con^citj^ one, both names oiiiuhiMcd to some extent tn use*^ Hcic 
alitady ilje Latin oonoeption m'i/Af b bang tepheed by the German losm-vonl 
iufguj.^ This becomes moie gmerot in die Fnmkbli period, sq that ^rgui b 
usoJ not only tt^mad of titles die iwo cases men tkmed ibove, dioe wem 

Wtohmg {earlier £/Ju/^ir)ij"Aiigsbuig(j^ifgtEfm Asduffenbiiig 

(Aj&t/a}^bui ateo instead of wuj, cE Bitbtirg (earlier 3tda yi^y* and ffl/mmi, 
^ Re^TKhuig (earlier Guxro H^grna). While in die smtdi ceniuiy Crosius itilJ 
intCTpreQ as a foniited plajt% arid Isfdote of Seville adiipa ihis e^bnation 
at jtie be^umiog of the seii'^enlh cencury, l^u/gus is dLlready four^ side by ^de with 
civiiaj in a forimihiiy of Toiiis^ belonging to the seventh cenimyv* [n the ninth 
century the old Saion 1 Tehand (c» 850 ) and Otined of Webscabucg (e, E 4 B) 
tiansfated the Latin thfiiai of tli*s Gospels by ** burg ** t^-iihout any dbtmction 
as to 3 tat* 

Tims in the Carolingian period this diangc had definitely taken place. The 
old centies of die population and die Gau-forts have become towns, which are 
named according to some focal pecuUariiy, and which give tbrir fortrficatiofB 
4s a dtstf nguhhtng mark in cuses whett the Roman naiuje b preserved* The wuUing 
of German Eowrrs was not undenaiken fat die first time *n the Twelfth EtuitiuyJ 
Long before dim, in the early MiddJe Ages, lawn^^fortificarions were built which 
liad some cutmoexiDn. wiik file Hcmuin emes,^ Recent esca^'atioTHi in Fraxikfiirt- 
orE-^^ai^L, for ciupnple, hsft.'^e shown that zseurly 05 Ouoitngbn dmes iLo tCFwn was 
walled, partly in Lmitation of Roman practice,* 

Ute term ** villa ^ did not alway^i jnean an open pliux widiour walls, as used 
often to he fbkdy ^sumed. Cases are found in whidi documents des^bc the 
same place Somctirocs as ckitas^ someti m es as taitrum^ and sameEimes as viiit 
puilks^^ We Lave already seen that yici vroe walled Fuftijer, the erpression 
eurtis regia or curds pct&lkii^ which is used for some towns in the Carolingian 
period (for example Sd^burg ^ and Uegefisburg has been wrongly tmikr- 
stcMxt* The aasiimption that amh implied a single homesticad, and dm wlme it 
b used to describe a town only one or several hurncsceada in the rown tu* mcanr 
b WTOi^^ Waitz Itas pointed out the more cxtmpiehensivesignilicaiice of 
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and I liavi; asUKted clstwhcrt riifi rdjct-atiteicimplcs fran the Ckrolingian pei™L' 
Tile science of the spailt lias mu|;Kt us that ilieFcankishrttrmffi^MOr t™ 

usually fortifi^ and ^'alledi^* Thus, k h undmstandiLblE that this itfrin migJit some' 
Eimc3 ht us«h 1 10 imply a town. Palatkim also oHgtrrally irusmt tlie same as 
jj& the Biir{^uiLidiuani»n^i2£r(from^^\ tupife up).* THsag^ecs with die pastel 
idministnitive position wbkh they occupied As m the u-eateati (Roirasm) 
provinces of t« Frunkbh kingdom, the dyisits i^^as the centn of the ccHmt s 
dominions zmd the seat of the count, so tn other pan? of die ktugdota was die 
cupiZr Srhpirliligndi: haa sbowu dial in Horth-West Gcimiiny seveitd 

towns kier developed oyE of the Frankish cH/to or fortified homesteads-* Thus, 
in Inner Germanyv the n?otSi of later town developntcnr ant tti be found in 
this tsrly period^ though ibeze wete here no towns which complied with the 
legal dc^idon of m later period, a spechd line of dewlopmetu was already 
emerging, nzbmg these tientees of dtt new seigneiirial admktmradan above the 
numerous vHh^ts and burgs tn the open counlry and giving dteni ai privili^ed 
pdiitiuTi, wdiidi must have had imponant soctaJ and economic reperajssions; 

Valuable infmntt^on may be obtained about ihc posidon and economic 
tmporranoe erf towns in this early period^ by trying to dciertRtne their eonditiojtE 
of setdemnt aiwi population. It may be safidy assumed that there were nmny 
difierent types, and there w^as oenaloly no urdfotnijty or slmUmity. In many 
towm, espeebUy the larger ones, tlie king owned kuded property, is evident 
frofti the egj^gnru pe of palaces or royal re^denoK {pailatmm)* Ibis h the case even 
in towns other than those in tiae West where pchui usually ocenr — ^G^lognc, 
Moq, Cohlefit, Womis, Andemach and Kegensburg, Suasbiug and Basel/ 
In some towns tlifre was also a royal mini.^ Moreover, we must assume dm the 
king pc jssessed otlier land in the towns, since we often find roj^ land given to 
the Church.* In the towns of dieKMnehnd the older churches often lay witlim the 
ktng^s pdiice and were originaUv rO}*a] chapds/ The ka^ possessions of the king 
in the towns were probably due ro the ha that he considered himseLfi both tlicre 
and in the cDuntry, the le^ successor of die Homan Jiscat^ As early as the fotnth 
century tinder the Emperor Julian, and again in the ftrsi Imlf of the fifth oomuy, 
the cDmtmmiil land hi the Rc^nan to enrich tn part the 

CJnirdi, and in part die and the ncibJes*^* Wlien the Germaiis conquered 
these towm in die fifth and sixth cenmdes, and hiriugfil them into peimanenE 
deperaknee on tbemaelvcs, the fiamral mull of the new admmistiatk^ iras that 
the kln^ annexed the Roman property. 

As lias beca die Oiurdt gatn^ cDtisiderably from tliesc coxiBscatJons, 
Attempts have even been made to attribute its immense property to this source, 
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on the nsftnnption the Qiurch in paiiic^ulAr Aniictied itself at the expense of 
urban propertj^ in this fmirlh and fifilt centuries.^ But one of tiie impommi 
sources of occteslasdcai weihJi in the towns wk afso the accomtibtion+ liidis by 
little^ of prtiperty tsansfmed tti it ty private persons and bequeathed by the 
fiiithfuL It is stgni&c^t how oftm^ according to Ct^oty of Touts, legadw wan= 
left to il>e Church rn the sixth ceniuty itt the cowrts of GnuL* When die diizens of 
Paris saw ihdr propeny dirsatcned by Kin^j Chilperic in 1184, they hastily 
bcqu^died it to the Church** In die case of Gemeumy the earliest references in 
the landbooks 10 pmpciry held by bishops and mcinnstmes in die towt^ hjxc been 
colleoed,* They are very nuniercru% yei they do not afford even an approriioatidy 
CDtnplete ides of the real ctmdition of aJisrs, becauBe the earliest sources of this 
type are no longer in cxhtcnce/ fn the enlist of die o!d Frankish formularies, 
the ChurEii appears as the proprieiur of tenements hdd in faeredilifry leases 
tnduding also urban sines** A list (pcrohly daring frtmi the CartiUit^an period) 
of belonging to the tnoaasiery of Lotsdi in the town of htaina sriJJ eadsts, 
jji whidi no fewer than forty-five are entered, with thdr paslrion io struts, public 
square^ near gates, eft.'^ 

B^des the royal and ecclesiasricil property in the rcrwiifl there also a 
considerable amount of owned by seoihr persons, not always by nolte but 
also by Diimerous fteemeti- Tliis is pmved on the one h^nd by die s:imie westeni 
formularies (Angers and Tours), and on the otiier by the ocdesbsdca! Sajidbooks_“ 
Mention may also be nwde of some occasianal remarks in Gt^ory of Touzs, as 
for example about the propen^'^ of the High Chamberhiin Ebendf,* or die property 
of die m^hm mini in Paris **; and also his story that during the siege of the town 
of Comminges (Hiiute Garonne) the inhibiianis recdviec! didr provisions ftom 
the gianarics and store*ftxrTns of a ridi bodowncr dierep^^ Tlicre can benDquesdon 
of a popuhnon of dependent lenancs with limited freeikim m the west Fnmkish 
formularies ^ i the owners of those peperties must have been fimrkXLr some 
drawn from a Itiglier rank, as we leoni from ibr rides used to describe them (vir or 
dptftma magru/cus). Hiey appe^ both as givers and reed vers of land. 

A striking and peculliir feature of die urban land lenses (B&dmhiAe) of rliat 
rime b the separation af the c^^tim^iip rigitts of house nnd [and.^* Having 
esmblisbed tiik, Cato lias made the suggestion that the Roman towns of Germany 
preser^’ed a spedal Law of land which, owing to its ■^lirabtli ty to certain 

coodirionSf was larer traiisretred to the rawly fottcided toivns^^* ** The urban 
cmphyteoslf (^Burg- u/tii ^ikMBJrccki) und die liercditury holding of die Tours 
formidaryi” he said^ are vezy sumlar*’* I may add that in the foemuLary the 
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cxpresnOfi bu^gus js with £ivtt£^ hi the poiction of honieSTsad^* 

Actuiilly, these forms of free hcnsditary lenuits arc the ch4ira[;teristic expression 
of the tfcomwiic administration of a free popubhofit though fortiiHiy it was 
thought tliat they owed th«r creatbo to the rise of towm in twetfih oeniu^.* 
Tims a free landowrung population was cerotnly ahesidy m odsteoce at lhat nmt 
in the tcrwfis-* 

Further^ we niiBi assuTot! that m some towns at any fate there was anodtcr 
class of inhabitimis^ i-e. die Goldiery- The impoftaticc (already mendonfid else¬ 
where m this b<X3k) of the towns and btttg^ as places of defenoe a^nsi attack 
and also as of refiige for the surtoiindjtag popiilaiicm in war ritw musi not 
be fcTgotteu- la the lale Romaxt pmod wc already find rmSus oasuIIanL Germans 
also were employed for this purpose;, especially to gmtisoii fuitifled placet- nils 
fact is still so Well known to Oresius (sixth cenntiy^ that he aimially tries to derive 
ihe name nf the Burgundians ttom it, because dley were already scattered aatrmg 
the contra in il^ time i>f Drums and Tlfacriits and die fcrts aloi^ th£:Efnt 4 were 
f^ed bnigs** I^are of Seville copies this passage from Oroslus and speaks of 
hofgarii * j it is, however^ doubtful whether the aame and die thing itself were 
sdll acluallv in use in Spun, or whetbisr ii was simply scholarly tradidon tn tlie 
andiakaUy-mind^ Isiiiore.* 

JFof the shuii century it can be proved lhat the counts, in chaigr of die 
government and military security of tlic towns, mainiamed their aoldiuiy, miGu^ 
or vtfi firriorej^ whose especbl duty it was 10 guard the i&tes." Tliis h also in¬ 
sistent wtdi die fact that in the later Edict of Pistes (3t5i4} Charles the Bold describes 
the guard In the town as nTffgntf Similar condidans are found in die 

tDwiTa and of the Vbigodts in Souihem Gaidt* Osioogoths and 

Lombards in [trdy^*® G:piiQemjng Raeverms^ Apolhnatts Sldocuii$ refets to die 
milsKs in exactly the same way ** as they are remtioned in later document as 
re^rds Cummacchio, Mannia, and Piacenza at die begmmngof the ei^iihcetituryi^^ 

Rnally, wc must also assume ilut in the towns there were freemen mg^ed 
in tndusiry anrj trade {madumtSf} ^ and i sitall deal with tliese tn the iitit two 
chapters. There mim also have booi a targe unfew pnpuUdan, die tenants ” 
and servants of the Landowners and merckants* Certain seaiotis of die popuiadoti 
in the lown^ were made up of pora- bendidaries and receivers of alm^ the Afain- 
cuGmi- tr is only recendy that research bm revealed the importance of this group.** 
Tliey were, at least to pan, freemen and performed the liumbler stfawioes for the 
ChurdL 


» O 3 K dt., mg. IVL * 5« K- IjmpwM, ^ ?|j* 

■ Am 5ctnrmtp^, ^6k StMlt MUna m Eml Mftt" t^wnAueicAw ji, Mf L 

- — ■■ * Qfigm, ^ 

- ‘ “ ■ itiM I 


ttv =» f^adlsMy MC 


* HLt., rUp jj. , . . 

• Dahfii, V*, J13 t iHi, S* |; da iilw 1 

GhuL «diLrw ii*, jSj 

* IX ^ ^ i ibom, tf. 

• M< 7 .t GnjL ii, 3 JS- ♦ Cf. Djiiip, vi, =i j. 

*• C£ Ihfjgdr ^ i tjp^ dt., -i^, m fF-f L M. llirtnunrit 

S 7 

■i L fi; Jitf. X. If. 

Trvja, C?d. =^pi fr-Mju 

** CL SdmttmiflT < 1 ^ dt.» iff 

CX lUecssibci, Ii L ^ S tifttmFu g, ^ *- 1 ^ ^ 

“ a. KoltiCO, <i?Q 3 )i Hi A, Fdtdd,W JtfiM 

I, f 0 i fL (t^)r ^ ^ ^ m FrzimXf^ t, iS* it vd K- 

d, IV» /. X acihiji, €4^ iw« ^ 


EUROPEAN CmUZATlQN 

Tltt mcftltantt ^tlftady hiwl thiHi own quiinef m thr Gnegoty of Tours 

gi\« i vivid of hit own (uwn; ht dcscriiKis the waruledn^ of a cotinr who 

wcnr round the trados* d weJlJngt, Jixiiking for }ewd% ^^ghingtuver, ard cwmin- 
tng in ortla' io pnrdiAse ihcrru* In aruadMrr passage lie telkof n fire tu Pam 

prophesied hy a Vftm^ who t\mi a man who had »t fire m dJ the merchanis^ 
dwdJIftgs tine aficr the other had a ppeand before llcr bi a dreami* ll ie merchants' 
quarter appears at that time to have been situated near the outer wdJ of ihe town^ 
tn the odgWioudiood of rhe southern gaie* In varlotis towns in Gwulj die Syrians 
and jew^ had a spedal qiianesr.' Th^ is ttuc of Trkr also, wlicre their tcimhsron^ 
belonging to ibe fifth centiiry, ha\'e been foumL* Bishop SalvLtnus of JiilLirs4flllcs 
leils of concern porajy mefeltiints and hands of Syrmds who had taken 

possession of the chief part of every town-* In iln? Rlienkh cowtu^ such as Mainz 
and Woons, ^ Frisian merehiims and tmdere hod their own quarters in suitable 
posirions^* at latesr tn Carotingmii dmes and probahly eailicTt for them trade 
must Itavc taken them to these towns long before this." 

Moreovty, trade and commcM ^ve 9 special imperus in the lovm of that 
period to the fomtarion of mtother ebss of peerpte^ the hired workers* These 
appear l^y geoeraUy in the sources of the time, and are both free and im&ee- 
Their cttnnectioii with trade and oarntnetec is ckarly in the Viaigothtc Law« 
in which foreign traders and mendumts from overseas are forhiddai to engage 
hired labour from the Gothic seltlcmenis for their tradc^^ The aame law also for¬ 
bids the Jews in partioibr to tep free or unfiee Christians in their proteaion or 
service^ or to hire tlicm as workers** Even at diat tlme^ iltercfore, free loumeynien 
were avaibble.^ The deerres of die Ccmiiicdli of Orlisim (f4J)aiKl Mkon (fS}) 
ibow that similar condlticmii eixisted in the Fmnkisii kingdom. Ederence is made 
to earlier Qmith reguhtfons, on die suh|ect of tmftee Christians, who are in die 
service of Jews tn tfis towns; these are allawed to pmndiase dieir liberty If dwy 
do Dot wish ID Serve the Jews voluntarily-** The fret that the bier Council 
foitnulaies this right of ixnfree Chtisdans eo ransom themselves tai oJ iagt/m* 
imrem i«r erf show^ tl>at not every service was forbidden, but only 

tho$e services which deprived the Chii^tiiijis of petsoztal freedom. The definition 
of hired bbctir given by Isidore of Sevdtc in ihe seventh cenntry serves to iJhistrate 
this point i fT^er^eanarh lunz qui z^rvamr His bier comments 

on die subject make it dear that his explanation applies espedolly to heavy 
momini labour. It sbouhl be noticed diai wltcre he is speaking of ihe urban 
popubtion^ Isklotc entitles Ills csiplanaiion dz civituz. Reference may a]$o be 
made to a pasoge in Gnsgory of Tours, which describes ihe profiis derived by 
mcTchantv tn f 3 f from a faming during whidl they enonnousty latsed the priced 
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of tJifi of life (com iind witic) the eipctM of tlje people; » j. 

se^iicfiCC of tliis, poor people hired tlTentscIvei oat to get footL^ A Visigotnic 
formula of the seventh <;3stimry Aims dm economk md hmtigtit about similar 
owliriofts of service in die counirj** In Italy, too, thete wm large tiitmbefs 
of hired bbmirers, among ’^chimi some were oerminly freeii^ Ttie of 
Rothari j) has tfccrets coftceming the ttpirarii whwe serv ices may be 
peilijip diese were also the mpswii &s/nin£M ^ui ntc umu simi Ac^t 

mentioned to ihe Fummuns to anos of King Luiiptand (7^^^ they are kept 

10 ^oine estjetii w> enable them, if otmopted from military dimes, to perform 
rrif j &p^na weekly for the jud^* 

Wliat I have sakl about the origin of such hired mbotir mak^ it compm- 
henaiblc ihai in England, where trade developed hired bbourm appar in 
tiic old t'oyal la'^'S and ihetr legal positipn is definedf They are mentmi^d in 
Ine's Laift-s (fiaa-HSj^), where the>' art dearly unftire.* They ^appear again ia die 
Laws of Wihmed Tn AJfred’s ^^ertain dap 

are set free for frcaoen, it is added priter servis jitiuptrihuj <^ji€rarui} me 
latTfif are called in Anglo-^on ejfle-HjrAran, imfiw limed bboureri. At 
lime it k bid down thai they have the right to dispose js th^ like (In didr 

earnings on the days when they am exmpi from stoiuiis lai^ur-' Tims even 
die unftt* cam wages in their rimej whi^ they dti add lo tlndr own saving 
Evm though here it is raainly die unfree who ^ rererr«>d to, 1 carmot i^ree with 
Liebermann that on/y chse art bdtid«L m l-aw-s of Alfred, which are i^ re 
dearly expressed, place the imfiee and the lured laboureci side by side with die 
freemen,* Le- they distingiiish beTween thi? unfree and the liked 
Probably, Therefore, iherewere pouf freemen who liifed diemselves oist for rravy 
manual bbour* Working for then reduced dieni from the poaiuon 

of freemen tjCt a ^Ptatiun half-way between free and imfree* 

Ojj the basis c( tbe facts we Itavc cstablisJifid nlwut ejondilions df seRieirtent 
and populatiDfi id the t(»wds, we may now aitempt a more correct estimaw W 
ihcir niiriv'C impomiflce. Eoononuc liisiorians have been awust teffl ^ 

tlieni as qujie unimportaiu in these early days, and have lookra upon this pen 
as one in which tla^ were piacdcailv no towns. An exceprion made only 
for the west a^ soutii. In Gcnnany, moreover, only die old Roman towns 
_ :._4 ^«A^t\nr,. In ihe words of Somhut: " Gviliiaiidn in general 
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an impomtii pt^up of ootisumm^ Tlte two ttaHn theories ^hich have pm'tfHaly 
been pmduoed To eKpUin the appcarantie nf tcnms^ the so-catled Lrn^^itmiinjin 
ihecny atid rlic market theory, suffer in my opinitm trofo the faci ibai ihey liave 
pok) lo^ liiilt attention to thte early perkid ami taken into aocoimt only the 
utter vr^ges uf deiiTliipment, from about tlic tenth oentuty onwards* Signiftcant 
ubjrctkms ti> the markef ihe:rry haw been raised; meniutiB mM mn have 
calked the hlnh uf towns; rsiilier they ju^uppo^e du! odsEence of a nucleated 
group of omsumers.^ 

On die other lutnd, the kings diemsdves ceit^rtly did not systefnaticdly set 
up nutkets on ihdrddmalns.* 'ilie Imcofdevcdopniimi must be traced TnudifartbcT 
bkdt and emerged slowly and gradually chii of small hegimiingv We must go 
back to RDman ami even pie-Roman Celtic and old Germnn rinMs to distinguish 
the different roots of this mban growtlL The old Cau-andfotkHzomrnijjiirics were 
the startmg pobut- Tbeir centres were militarily^ polltk^ly* and ecmiomically 
important, betmjse, like the fLornan town^ in Italy and Gaul, tliey were the seat 
uf govmtnseni, of wotsliip, and of ttade,* Nor only were these dvU&tcf the fulcnim 
of the military cx^ntrol of the country, but they ako served $s pbres of refuge for 
the mbabimms, wtuch caiised thnm to be u^ted round at an early stage* More^ 
over^ they were druaied at impormnt |uociiofi5 of comnumication, at cross^rcKad^ 
and along rcKsds fianually suited for traffic. The Romans had dteady prtmded 
these wim eotrm and fordheaffems* But the military and tt^le mums al^ mn by 
them and, indeed, were porposely bid in their dbectlon. The Germans condmiod 
TO useard imiiitain tliefii, ^ in the case of theckt Fiank&ri-on-jVbin-* They must, 
thereforei hsvjt been ttnpomne iit cottimcrct itid track in very early times ; 
tnofcover, thete were aba markets in tlte oenttes of the Roman Gatts, die 

Eomcmic historians have uitdcresiimated the imporfance of tovms of 
this early period, chkBy because it was assunied iltai no rrade or commerce was 
tuking pbu II the mne; the age was regarded as one In which a purdy natural 
economy ptevailed and in whidi there citsied a more or less dreumsaibed form 
of domestic economy, which was sdf-supportmg and self-sulEong, The next 
chapter wdll show how incorrect thse tbwries are. Even durifig the sOHsli^ 
age of migrations at the end of tlie third oentury^ we have proof of markets jn the 
towns of Gaul, lo w'ludi the Genoan t&Iani round aboin brought iheif farm 
produce for sale.* Regular markets (mm4£A(ze) ate tneniiancd in Cleimcmt by 
ApoHinarius Sidonms ^; in the ^iHiest formularies (of Angers aiKl Touts) 
ifl are described as regular feutuies of the town * We saw that they were 

also to be ftnmd in the tafKffa an the Smss*^ MoreoYer, TadtuS says that the 
Henniinduri came Co the Ai^sburg markeis for trading pittposes*^ 

It h well known that the grrat Gallic towtis of the West were centres for the 
whole surremndirtg cerrirory (ch^ Axtu), as n^aitb the administiaiion of the Can, 
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the aiid rnilttary * ami flnarvcM * matters, Uiecitsioiii*}v5tise3 

and mints, which prndu^ tiie mimey for tiadc. Here puldk a?urts 

of justice wext ftf Id ; th£ jrkiHui fuilisnii in arituie eftrt octons in doctunents*® 
But tidi ii true of GTia-commimities in g^enetaL Already in Gdnc times they bad 
ihctr own places of voribip,* md in Ccimaii timfl iltf' Gaw-t€?Tnpl<3S were to be 
found tn the Cau-burg or near it*; after the introduction of Oimthnlty 
they WM ofeen ilic oeiiues of the new idigioas oommtmities^ the panaJra- The 
Geemans^ who oftoi^ as the adopiion of the oW Gau'-names shoe's,® took over 
these Gaus^ turned them into military and judicial commnniiies (f*ffforc*). In tfafiiE 
centre (rttu) was die mulhs; here the couni nor only held his court of 
jitadoe but received die oath offtaliy from dl ike subjeoafiojfdbBmi^) and probably 
also recryjted the mm who were capbte of bearing arms. 

The coinage of thiji period revods particularly strikingly die extraordinary 
imporcance of iIh; vi^i of the Gau-comTiumitjCs b McrovlngiaB tiinea^ A 
hiiheno inotpfjcable phenomenon wMch has caused niimismaikts much 
viL the frict that m the mscripriora on the coins of this period not <mly ^Iviiaus^ 
but nuTHerOuS vifi are named, and the terms and evei appear^ an 

now be- properly deaiod up,^ The only ex^narinn that evoi die greanst 
auihority on Merovit^ian coitis, M. Prou, could offer was that th^e coins must 
have been struck in the chid" places of t^ These Gau-antt^," like ibe 

cmkfTr, were «ntres of trade: here economic goods, such as tieosssiries and 
pr ovisi ons^ in genetal, were exchanged. Here, then, we have the beginiungs ol a 
dc\'elcptnenE which has been described in later lOwas as tf it were peculiar to 
urban eQ:rnDmy and hitbetio unknownH^ 

Towns md town dvilUatton did not appear for the fif^t time in Central 
Europe in and after die tenth ceotaty* It has bem shown that the often quoted 
in£asuresof Ifcmy I, the Saxon kJj^^ diliErtd in no w'ay from the cusioms actually 
in practice earlljer in ilic Cmtiliiigian period**^^ The>^«njetgcd ip^dually from much 
earlier foundadooB. Ttie frontier problem and the extension of the narionid 
govermncfit from time to rime pb)%d an important pit. TW natural nred of 
protectiufi agrinst attack was a primitive one, md even in nines it bmught 

about the erection of cmtnt and ihe walling irfcrefaito and y/ci. It was no acddiuai 
that mosr of the sirlifir towns lay along the Ziffie^r, espedalty on ihfl Rhine and 
Danube. When the advanced to the Main and die Rhini! and Damibii wm 
ctninectedt the htain (Frankfiirt) ^ined in imponai^” \^'bcn bter Frankish 
rde extended over the Rbiiifi and die trib« on ihe right of die Rhme were con- 
q ue red, we find that in dm$e districts, also^ the lands of the Alcmanm, Saxons, 
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TIiuiiTi^Tni, and Bavsrisns^ th« o!d ccniKft of Gau^ and lolk^ztimmonittes 
bcCBiBe mofc bnponatitT espcctal^ as the spread of Oinstbmiy caxiftcd tbe 
establishment of tpisoop^ sod* Oiarles the Crtflt and the liitef Carofingiana 
orried on a pfocKs whidi the Merovmgbm («pectiHy Tbeudebert) had ^Iteady 
introdiKcd and set iti motion. There fnllou-ed the building of foyat msider^EW, 
pt;<lflrg^ and jmnrier fonificadoiis (^Surg^ft^ vhktv !ite ifce uading stanonsi were 
clearly directly Itnited up ^ j th the pieH:edihgdevdo|jinen^ of folk-, Gan«s nnd lefuge^ 
burgs, of nobles^ seats, and of oenties of jMsdee and hcarhen woiship. like the 
Roman fimer ibe e*tending frontiers of the newly*conquered temiory piay^ an 
important pan tn the dexTlopment of iQwos^ which served as centres of mihti^ 
protectioii and govemiBent tot drese coTHjuests, and as tntding’-pbees for firDnti» 
commerce. Tlte East and North becanw increasingly ^in ihe second 

half of the ninifa comity the cen tre of gravity of the Frankish kingdona shifted 
from die West, ^'luere it had been o <^tury so the pcrKKl of the Saiuai 

kings: uiarlted another stage in this great expansion eastward of town life ^fo^ 
over, with this disnge in political conditions^ old« towns to« thdr caHier 
imporcinoc.^ 

But Thtt. advance towards the Easrinto Inner Genuany does not mark the nr^ 
appear^ce of town life in the Gemum dvUititum of the early Middle Agc^ 
Alncady in pre-CaroShgiart times its influence oil ihc whole sodal jmd Bcunomic 
devdopmem is not vo be utidecratfid* Even ibougb, at my rare in the German 
townSi ibeic may hav^c been no continuity with the old Roman munidpal organjia^ 
tion, nevertbdess U was in. diia pcfiod that die foundatiana were bid for the 
de%'^opment of a new organkadom The king, and soon afterwards the histiops, 
created an utbau regiixie whicii was die preojisor of die Gennm jiiuoicipal 

system. It wi^ possihte for the dtiieiH to free themselves from this rule and ihe 
f udidal power exerdsed by it, in both military and economic iratiers, and fO atiaiit 
in self-government and political independmee hi the Jarer Middle Ag^ dir great 
penod of the Gctman towns. Ttiey were able m do this only because in this early 
period ihe seeds of future prosperity had been sown. Free dtktns were 
already at tliis dine the aedve elem^ts in industry, ttade, and Ikumdal enterprire^ 

^ oib-f 



Chapter XI 

INDUSTRY AJTO TRADE 
(i) tjoiusTAy 

'"p'HEORlES asto ihe nature and ext^t nf industry in pre'CaroIingian limes are 
X closely reiaicd to llinse oti the decline of the Rmnait town and priimrive 
Germaa dvilizadon after the so-otUed age of the migiations. Thii is Inevjiatle. 
The logical eoralbiy of tile iheory dwt ilic conflicts of the mignitioa period 
Qiused a hiesdi tn the contiitutcy of civiltzaiion tS the theory that the Genaana 
were mainly oocupi^ with agrkultunl pursuits, and liad not dme to devel^ 
Industrie. A t-ery nuniu imponance was tberefort artadwd to most industiie 
and, owing to the influecice of the nuuioria! tbeon, i E was assutned that thtfy were 
carried otl ouly on the great etstes. In order to supply ihdr own demand. Tlie 
theory of the medieval dosed housdlold economy " advanced by poUtiot 
econonitsts * lent wdght to these arguments. It was hdd that all the neo^itits of 
life were produced within the household, or within a larger dearty defined 
a^ctdtuxal unit, no surplus remaining for the nuniet of w'liieh the housdiold 
or «ta«: was quite independeni, save for a few arrides w^iidi were not to be found 
in the counny. Later, at the earliest in the tenth oeoutry, the growth of towib 
created a demand for an industry independent of the gteai esates, so that f™ 
mauuai labour was able to develop out of that which earlkr was bound by the 
custom of tile manor.* 

Tlie mrestinn now arises as u> wbeiher die econoinic and fsohucal condtt^ 
on whkb Ss theoiy b based really pre% aled during the period in question. The 
Vieira wlJtch have beemriddy held concemtttg the primid^-e chatacterof Geiman 
ecoRotny in pre-Carol ii^ian dmes are no longer tenable, based as they are oti 
pure theory' and absolutely irtecoudiable with comemporery sourre^Thc at^y 
orpt^ismry has mode it ckar that Ceiman dviliMtion is far ohier ifom lias been 
soppoaed, and had iwachcd an advanced stage long before the Christian e^* 
Fmds aiiribured to the Bronze Age have led Vaiges to die ctmd^itin that n that 
time there were professional craftsmen among the Getmam turning out ptoducis 
innmded for sale and not for personal use.* After the period of the migraliam. 
howwef, wlien the Germans settled down pentwnendy tit the old R^n 
pHi^nces, riiOT is no doubt that a “ pure liourehold economy ” no lot^ emii^ 
Tlie description of gcmsfal todal and econtHTiic conditions giii'en earhei tn this 
hook must liave made il sufliciendy obvious that such a self-supporting domesuc 
economy was not the general rule, cither among the mass of common freenum, 
whose holttings. even at this time, w«e of widely dilTerent sizes, or among (he 
great estates, tli lands compoaing which often conshied of a number of lots 
scarared and intermingled with those of other landowners-* 
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Tltc whole thcosy of the dosect liousdiwid economy the “’auiafchy (i.c. 
sdf-sofficieni pttMiuciifn) of the great estate ©f tlw MkUUe Agra is eWy 
on a vcTj' sliak>‘ foundatksn. In luatti argument is derived from two CwoliogHn 
diKumetits, the CapitiJaTw it and the plan of St Gall- Earlier scholaffl were 
compktdy m»ledby ihe statement in tlie fonoCTiluiagnstt number ofhandicra^ 
tnm w^we kept on royal domatw- But the Bt*vhim Extmpltx of the same penixi ins 
dreadV ihtjwn that in actual piacike those regulatioos’Rxn; not adhered to, es en on 
the roval bnds.' On a previous occasion, in duUenging the earlier interpretatitm 
of this decree, I pointed out ihai c- -p clearly sliows bow few of the 
utensils w«c alteady in the possession of the domains and how iho' ^ 
in fact, to be bought fioni ootsidt,* The hnporoincc of the plan of St- Gall, ni 
whkii wc find quarters for numerous difFcrem indasmal worfceTs, has gjeady 
dinitnialied u>day, for we know that it is merely a general sehemi:^ ^ ideal pjeturei 
which comes nowlicte near the reality/ Tlie pbn was never 
insidy an advisory docoiBcnt issued in connection wi th the d\achen^ Hefonu 
Mnieovcr, tr has hiibeno passed unnoticed that the demimrl ihar indus^ ^tdd 
be carried on within the walls of the monastery was deeuiely inspired hy 
negative principle of die roonasiic rule, i-e. tl* deshe to shut off the ouiside world 
{f/aitfjrure),* hy the possession of pouiive ewnornic resources, or any 

intention of productag everything “ ■within the house . . » , ■ 

Erroneous desisfpcions of conditions in the bue Raman pen Itave a so 
helped to preserve the old “ maiiorhii theory. In 1891 Mik Weber mamtamed 
iharntterapts were made to render the g«ai estates " completely mdep^dcni of 
!he by pttruideng ihm wuh tbeh- mfn iudusmal 

l««ag- wiih whidi Ik wppom Ids thcorjv however, coniB out of I^lladius and 
does not in smy way jufiofy such a sn'oei^ condusionJ Sinct bis unte « ^ve 
kamt mote about Roman csmie-niare^emeru. Gummcrus lws shown * that iiiere 
were no niofcBsiionally trained industrial wuricers among the skvra on tiK cJtait- 
Gffoin persons living on the esiate pexformed. the tiidinaty work of 
and iDmer& and the eaaitr mfjs of wid^tr-warkiiig and lOpfr-inakiJig* biit 
more diflicult liandiciafts which woe tequired had to he undertaken by liired 
labour, unless the fob was given om to a conoactor, as was the case with house¬ 
building. Otherwise, die raw material produced on die estate was ntobahly given 
to town etaftsiwm to be worked up. Most widitstrtal products, bow^cir, were 
bought teadv-made from the craftsmen arttl iratkts of the neighbourhowi : as, 
for example, all pottery and ntetaJ wares, the finer baskets and rop^ and waggons 
of varicra® kindT Evct the mnies, dtwks, and patched dothes of dte slaves were 
not unde at home : they prefeied to sell raw wool h^^U dw doUie m 
Rome. Smalter landowticre lad no craftsmen at all of then own. Men sioiicti 
in a trade rtpiaailtd too great a rafital invesnuMit for owners eo be able M run 
tijc risk of losing them by an early death.* ■ 

We know t^>^^ay that PaHiidius tclies on the earlier S^ptem net mxa^ ira 
imialty increly gives an extract I^in Thtn^ ths brief mftrrmiiiGn whkli I)e 
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may be timlcfstood From t 3 » more deoHed descnpiititts of Vatro* 

Vwto w team flat it wm only in uidn.' ilwt the empio>'ee9 ge the e^ic dtould 
not hi« to leave ihdr reguUr agifciJnjnii •where an csrare (funJut) whs 

far from town or vifbge, that ibe eftnc-cnfismeii code tiw most neciMty 
articleii. Otlicm-ise hliod slawes employed for craft-wort Traveling 

arti»ns were often used, such as doaors, ftillcis, and buildere of smous 

kinds. The same was true also of poners* railots* painrers, other 
tiecesstry on the esraw. Most tnanufiictnred artides were bov^ii. Unly uis 
onikinrv indusaial wort of the estate, espednUy repair?, was cxcuted hy a few 
aaftsm'cn of iis own.' Hicre is. iberefom, no question of a dosed d^tic 
economy bcm; these late Rontan escjie industries were in no sense aot^cd . 
On the contrary, the estHlcs had to rdy on the professional industry of the mag - 
tnuitnc; towns for most products of this kind. 

Early medievtil sources paint a amiiar piewre. TTut emimcmion ol te 
ticcegsary equipmeni for ev'wy royal esiaitr in the ^ \ 

complcmeni to the advice given hy Palladiusp Even those royal esQiis wluch ware 
tlesoibed as modeb fabout &») djvfoudy did not posa^ all the 
indusma! products and—just as in Palla^us ^oeasures v to ^ ^ 

prevent the precuring of these fxt>m interfering with replanty of work on 
ilte estaie. To tfab musi be added anaiher ediomtion m the same royal dec^ 
whidi impresses upon iJw initndani of the royal estates the neo^ty of keeping 
the tenants bard at work, so that tlicy should not wander round the tow^ and 
markets enjoying ihemseUxs,* The similarity of these passap ts obviou^ 
Similar ccoiiomk cjiE«uiadoitt naturally given to samlar 
needs. And the im-enion' of v^ious royal estates still pressed tn tlie 
oft. fci7 (the so-called Breyiam ex^mpk n*/ ifeririAfiKiM ™ axftxKormif 
ii abo a stirc wstunony ta die fact that here there were no trained liandi- 

etampies drawn from dm earl)' Caiolin^ p^od render 
motr tmlikely that a self-sufiiang ofgpnnation edsted on ihe great 
previous pert^ Whar actual eramples have proved for die e^y 
sturting with the ^rohrigtans, must likewise be true of pte* to tngt 
namely, that the great ^cs did not supply diemselves with n^nes, hw 

bought them in tS^kei.* A few wCb“ 3 w 

Gftgorv of Ttutre eJesoihes a poor wooftwotker (^n/«* /«w««) ^ ^ 

in^ mlmufacmre the royal stock of woollen go^s-* fust « ^ 

Kinff CharibeTt 1 (d. 567)1 ciafcEnMa ftoni oulsade dw royal ^tate were at iim» 

estate did not alwaj-s pi«b« tnanufeiured goods fttr themed. ^ 

in eststence nuuasrous sev'cnth oenturj' royal privileges tdeasbg “““ff? 
houses fmm cstonis duty in order that they- tni^it h^y what they needed ? 
™ts for tite monks L spedalJy mendoned * A formula 60m Mareulfs 

I r;;wiintiiT.., ofe „ jf, m, 

» c: : Ar&. OpU- 1. *7- 14 

* mf" 4.U.fo*Cerbte. u fi,N-xt*. 
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ctilkoic^ may alio be died m ihis cORwetioG.* TTmsp dcxoimtnfs ihcpv furtber* 
mom dut maimiscunvil goods rdten brcmgjit a gimat distarice* 

ll^us a Curbfc ebuter nomtioRS ^^oods from iiwlttfes in dve South of Fmnoii 
and anoditr $hjowf dial they came to Sl D*mLi from Burgundy and Ausirad* 
The fioer arwl larger Indixstrial pmdacta in putictilar were made by craft^nen 
called in from ouGld^ which proves diat even the gie^l i&^tcs did noi Tiointam 
highly skilled worked of thk type in theh botijh^tdb. We are told that 
Bishop Ansbert of Rouen {<SS4"5^) smmiiDned a number of emftsTOn from 
\'artcus; pnovinoes to erect a monumem to his predecessor^ Sr, Axidoea.^ Tlicse 
were chiefly jewellers, arid goM- and sUver-suddis- The abbot of Wcarmoutli 
Abbev in England sent for gjoziers fiom France to esmy out the glrang of his 
chur^ wind-ows-* 

If, tfaerefore, evten the royal and eandoiasncal estate^ were unable ti> mfici 
thdr own demand for indusural pnaducis and liad to buy tbem fmiu emtside^ 
it fimst fdJlcrw as a cumilaiy that the condMons necessary for the ocHteswe of a 
free ituhisiry already erowi!, a foct which lias been deni^ by the supporters of 
the manoriai ihcoty** For if the estates were not adf-su(Bdent as rtifitds 
the servants at their disposal, naturally the snoJIcr lords and great mass of 
freemen were still less so. It has been rightly enphasused ibai it was fust iIick 
classes of the populadon who found it necessaay^ to supplcnirat thdr ^norair 
needi from triihinit,* The n^maptiofi thar they were supplied with mduscrial 
products by the tdanotia] servants * is cpiite uficonvlncilig in view of the fact that 
the litter could not ev™ meet die lord’s own needs. 

The whuk? thesis of the manotml origin of industry really fri^m the 
old manorial"" expbnadon of dw origin of towas in Genuanyj aamding to 
which no towns were supposed to hove eds^ed ihfou^out ilte ■whole of the 
pr&«Carolir^ian period. Earlier in this book, it has been ^towti that many inwRS 
already existed in Germany, with markers in them and outside them, where an 
mtcrchange of eoonoitiic produce between tow’ti and country eould take ploce^ 
The assumption that ihc economic bases of the { 3 emuin <iTpiiiz;uion wen? purely 
agricultuml is quite inrotrect.^ 

Let iis now consider die causes dm determined the devclopmcni of iiidustryt 
According to Sedigcr the connartton with Roman dviUotJon and the foctcasing 
need of tecfuucilly tiaincd craftsmen brought into bdng a class of free cra/is- 
mem* lie thinks that these influimces were firsi fdt in Italy in the $e^'Enth century, 
and tiien began to spread fitnn Roraim territoty farther arvd farther into die 
German north and cstst* 

But Rortcm coodiiioiis did not begin to ttert this influence for the firat rime 
In the sevendi centmy- It had made itself felt already at the rime ol rhe fomidati cm 
of ibe German kingdoms on the lerrilory of the old Roman Empitu, aiKl ptubobly 
even cariier, during the period of the migrattoRs.* In connecrion with the Flembh 
wool tndusiiyp for tRStanoe, Pirenne hi pointed out that the existence Ot the 

* Supiiti iji fF.f 107. 

I Sw ^ 30^ AfGm iSSm /^m JIfl'/UIPt> V, 6^1. 

* Oc^. fim* ffdL (m. «ippL tT, 

* See Gbul 'oUiL, li*, 4111 
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iwmral ccndltf ons necessary far paturt aiw! aheep-fonning maU i* proli^le that 
ibee contiimity of production here from laic Romm tn^ Smilar fam 
have b«n establislicd for pollers,* tocksmlths*coopefs,* tikrs * (Soasbuxg 0 SM 
eliizkn* in ille districts of ibe Rhine nod Main, and for meoi workirt in IM 
Danube^Iands.* Wlio, moteover, responsilile for dw fewdk^ found m 
eicavatimH, and u‘h«e cm the Germans ha^-e prodtttJ it ? That sdiolar 

of catly industrial hteory, M- Hcyne, spoking of the G«^ }r»T:llcr>- says - 
» Here vrt find wotfc, ihe b«t of whyi is of a high arristii: value, evai by modern 
standards, and which helps to esplode «l)e aiiy-ttb of a low-grade avil^lion and 
art amoriE the German peoptes in the period of the nuetatiotii lie is 
attacking in parricukr the theories of L M. 1 Wumm who* conclosions ™- 
cemi^ the of culture and an among die Lombards * he dcscnbcs as wholly 

^ Odier fanots, too, are in this caHv period behiid 
and the posahilitics of m«ong it- Gnat imponanoe has nghdy 
• to the Qmtdi fiom the Caidij#m period onwards, par^My in the 
epbcopol towns, since it was lespoBsihlc fur E*®** aravrtym e ^ & 

churches a«i chapels. Bur the Oiurcli is etpaUy impomm ui the pen^ 
follawine upon the introduction of autsdanity and its recc^n^ as tw s^e- 
idigion; indeed, in the oreat of its power ovt^ooraic 
ilw»perluips 

acquirS^ihnmgh pious gifts, above aJl from the Gennan kings, eti^ed it t^uild 

developmsni of the towns, which aecoiding to d^ view ^ the 

rapid riw in the eWaiih cjeniury, w^ diiefly due w dw ecelesHSUcd^ 

who ruled there. But this is already evident m dw amth 

aficmmis in Ccegory of Tours,* and m dtejvm of *e samts 

pcrii>d,t“ anidea can he gained of the pridi! of die v^in bishops m theeqj^i^t 

S^heiV sees with magSlitmtr buildings, and o( their aitcmpa to 

other- It b not tree that the hirifding industry as such was 

in eaHv rimes.'* Not only ivas this indtmry' encDiHagpd, but ^ others 

needed for the uitcmal decoration of die churchy such as „ 

work in nvetils, ivory, and jewels, together with pamnng and 

were Kjually demanded and priced. Fhe making of candl« and 

the industry wae likewise sttmulaied« for the windows of ih« 

Frankish drurches wett alnsacty as they were among de 

» Pimiftr, '■ Dt^ di Fri« ou <fcl]n (fc FlanJrt#", *t‘*- 
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Angici-Sxxafks about A-ti- 70a* built." Finally, it v* the 

cburch whith rtsfiOiWtble for the ilcv^elupiucut t>l i.4^ of ^ sufpltis 

producfiori ciscoedirtg: both 'm quality and qiumttty the ckrmitK!^ of iminediatc 
ocecsshy* b ypite of ihc a^sortion that ihere were 00 luxury goods ar rfiis 
early period^ or even in Carollrtgian riims, and tJu! ib^* only appeared much 
later,* wit have ample doatmenrary evidence for their mitmee in ihc pre- 
Caroltngtan perlotL Much of thb evidence lus been ^Ikaed by M Heyne *; 
a gexal example i$ 10 be found in tl» trcraiie m'hidi King ChUpertc 58^) 
himself showed to Gregory of Tours and wlikh inckided a great ipergne mad* 
of gold and jeweb^ weighing fo pounds, wlikh be had had ma<fc for the glory 
of tlie Frankish people.* Other ^samples might be added* for insonce the 
monument, magnihcenily adorned Rdth gold and precim« stones^ w^hich Bishop 
Ambert of RoudL (684-^6^) caused to be erected to Im predeeessot *; ibc 
deexpradnn of the cburch dedicated To the Golden MartjTS ” (later Sx* Geneon) 
at Cologne, of whicli Citgory of Tours tell us that BJr^aSiii cpm £x miuir^ 
fZiodam /T^Ja dcaufata mplmdej ^ ; and lastly the prindpaJ chnrdi of 
Qialon-sur-Saone^ erected by Bishop Agrcccula (iL f fto), the roof of which rmed 
on pilt^ and whidi was adorrbed inside with marble and cqosdcs.* There Jtni 
many exampies of the use of Imniiy silks for purpose of worship," aad BnalEy 
it must be EccaUed dtat immerous small oniaiDents in goStl and have been 

found in the course of die tjcavadons of cfcudifis.*" 

These ftndi also yidd ev'idfince of the rich use of gold ornaments and objects 
of luxury among secular lords and ladies. Jiai at dun dtcK the grew estairs 
were appeoringj and they gave a new and coosidcfable impulse: io mdustiy. 
Tbcie was, for example, die equipmetn of dte c^jmtixiiis nidi weapons and armnur, 
of whidi Tfldtus tirfls tis^^ The me of the feuda] system and die growth of 
va^3lii|re rnuat have considwably increased die demanjd for liiese, and also for 
ibe work of saddlers and hamess-makert: for ihc dvahy. Military levies and 
the need to equip the troops dius raised ga^e rise to ocher fodusuies, offering 
cmploymeni jo ii lteelumghis, and workers in iron and wood. I t is no aoddeni 
that various folklaws also mention unfree workmen, especially mecal workers 
(sword-cutler^)j who were in the sen'ice of a grmi lord and were allowed on 
occasion to work for others,^ 

The economic organization of ihe secular estates created new forms of 
industry^ Ciegoty of Toitrs teUs of a case wIktc a noble Coihk land¬ 
owner was inspired by a luonastcry to erect a water-tnilE in loijEaticKt ofoncwhidl 
he hid tint been aliowtxi to pujrduisc from die mtmastefy.^* New ledmkal 
invenimru were made in this early period; ihe siege of Rome by tile 
Goths bi ^36 led to ili* discovety ot shipmills.^ 
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AJttjoms ihe leading si^culir f^ilka tlicie w:^ H considmhk ileimnd for 
Imcud^f^ M. ElejrTie has itfemd to the Ctmm love of o™ment and ihdr 
strong liking fot ]c^^■<^ls* to wliich proteoivie! and ms^c powers were mrtributed.^ 
In the stories of Gt^Ofy of Toitra and tn xbe earlier lives of Sointis rhere are 
countless exampks of Leaving aside die cxcrsvagant ouiiit given by 

Chilperic's wife to her daughter} RiguntliEij on her Spanish mamagCj* many 
very irfiliwhle treasures were in the possession of dukes and cotmts outside 
the foyol fbmiEy^ Thus Gnegory desenhes the wife of Duke Rauching as being 
Loaded w'idi costly iirnomenis 3 tnd rare jewels^ whkii ^iliont tn 4 gold™ gloryA 
He dcscnbe$ lier tnsifiizres thus t twin rn ti£fmrh ^u^eita 

in Ipio aerarif EUi&iii^€ regiitu p&t 4 T^i * A sjnuliir AQCOtini ii 

given of the wife of Duke Guntdiram-Boso.* Tl*e sons of the mayor of tlie 
paluce^ Waddo, ofrer robbing merelionis and traders, brought to die king among 
the customary yearly presents iaiteum ex lapMhlfUsqije 

mlraisle^ euhu ex gemmis Hispanis ou/oftf^ 

fOfittim ^rat. ■ Tiic fact that tliese amuul presents usually conafeted of ptmous 
memlS} cosify weapons, OEiiaments, duihcs, and noble horses, ^ indicates 
tliat the givers b-'^i stores of artidcs of the kimL Moreover, on the death 
of rkl» people, omamenis were pl^^ed in ibeir graves. Gregory of^oui^ 
relates Ik)w a kinswoman of the saroe Duike Cuxitdirani-Eoso w'as bitned fldth 
tnognifiocm fewels and much gold in a church tn Me^.^ It is lo this custom 
that we owe tlie tumicrcnns Irnda <jf omaiti'Wiis in ext^vaiions* Althot^h it is 
impossible to mrodon all die eijunitess small exontplcSj*' specn! attention must 
be drawn to the valuables found m die grave of Iving Oiildenc (d» in Tesuma^ 
and in the East to the gold recently discovered at Szilagy^Somlo, Petrianez, md 
Petrossa ^; ilic lasE-namod used to be desenhed as the treasure of ihe Gothic 
King Adanaric,*^ Secular tordS} too, dnihed themsdves in silk and purple- 
The father of King Qovh buried by his kinsmen in a ^ile 

of purple stik with gold thready.** bi St. Germoin-'d&Pnte {near Paris) 
bones of noble Franks were found in silk wrapping In *Iw iubc of ApnIUnaris 
SidtmJus actora in Gaul were rewarded with gifts of silk, and in the -Liver 
eftie Sabitr we are told that Sl atlodoald and Sl Elig^us to wear costly 
dlk robes- 

Tlius, even at diat iiros the condiricMts necessafy for a tree mdustry wm 
prcMt - a dass of consuraets existed who ret up a pow^ul demand for industrial 
goods, the prodmiaion of wiiidi required tEcmucal training and a high standard 
of Erdmical obilh)", and these ccmsumcis were prepared to pay the price. Fimher- 
ftiore, in the towios, the centres of trade and comntunjeauaD, there soon appeared 
emurarers with whose dernands the manorial TiTJrkjnien had been unable to cope- 
Gregory <if Tours teib us diot in his dme (sheth century) there were public 
eadng-housc^ in tjre tCFwns, waitm served strangers ar ilidr deairej^ and 
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m the coumry there were rom* cwwd By fnenea wWcIi gtcKiDd otlicr 

people's corn.* . , . . , l _j 

So here, too, the cwstence of free industrul cuaftamen can he provot, 
nor van that existence omfined to Ronian terrimty arid apparent for ilte fitst 
uuw in the sev enth erntury. The Ftiskn Law of the niflib «niury b by no 
I ^ns the fosi Gennan documetii winch tecognkes free nuntMi worker^ 
Even ibe goldsjiuths, whrati Giso, cpiresi of tlw Rmju, I'eltl in 
SO dniT they imghl prepsm a tojtI oituunfijit for ber, wm siot titifrw^ as ihe 
wtttding of die passage in qiiesliott shows quire pUbity.* llej'iw was MiriTO 
in atsutning diat ihe>' were free Gothic miistSv* f will tioi ag^iin refer to the 
free Btifew win) maile* clothes skilfully in Pans in the tinie of Gregory of Totir^ 
like the loom-dfioorator of the time of Clothar I (d- S^j)i h* beioT^eti 
ID the WesL But the pedagogue to whom the Bishop of Lbi^ in ^e s«m 
century biougbi the boys of his town for ingtruciion ^ was certainly n freeman, 
and siroiLnly the woolUiJeaver mcntioiKd above* was obviously nM un&^ 
Of the Mtflis wife of King Chartbrn would have found oilier means ctf dreebng 
her husband's liking for h» daughter, lire Life of St. Rdtny lUendoiH A free 


|Tj 11j Mttnic.r m. ^ 

Free oaftsmen eadsied also antoog the German ^ 

mijii bicludc Hfj gicirs who occur several uuus in ihc Edtcl of Koth^irt » 
for the horborariuin which was paid to diem (intrerej itteifif/) b exp / y 
mentioned.” There were also fteenren in die building Uidustry; tl« /ro^trcj 
nmnwemi in the sevendi oamify undertook coniracis for new butidings 
bouse-repaiis,^ according id a definite tariff fixed by die king; iluse ww executed 
by their own workmen. Here therefore we liave wanderb^ crofts^, ^ 
Sombart has correctly pciinted out that they must be regardsd as free. In hu 
opinitm thdr adef reprcsmtaiiTO are the buildere. But the baminer^ referred 
to by Hevne” belot^ here, also, and so do tile numerous ouines and o« 

whum we Iwar among the Ftiakrta cwm before the Frisian Law m m runm 
<enziiry« GoiJiic singers are meuiioned ai ilie Comr of Atiiia^ and thiifTiseiVfi 
compoUd songs in his honour^* The Osoogothic King 'nicodoric rent s 
iitiier-pLw to tla Frmdusit King Oovis in J07 for the same purfiost‘‘Venantiu£ 
Fomvmius spcslis of such a player in his address to Lupus, Duke of Austin^ 
There was a mime in the retinue of the Gidlic King .Mito, wJm went to Toure 
(Sl Martin) in Among (be Vandals, Booording tu Procopius, dancers. 
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tnimcSi musicUns^ and actors vert! win usual.^ Their Retpient ap|>eantnn 
nnoni; the Franks is sliotcn by King CJiilderic's (ft )-SiS) pmljibitum of perfcr- 
rnanen by buffoons and niHnai-tlaiicejs on Finally tfatie b die 

pinfessioiul sw^idsrnan of the Edict of RothsH (fi43)-* The ntunmHis ODitim 
of Merovingian tunes, wlio, it b thougliT, catri^ on thdr trade as wandering 
wtukmcn, deserve special attention-* Tliere is much e^ tdenoe that ftee oafisincn 
existed among the Loiubaids * in the eighth cemury. A iatv of King Liutprond 
in 710 deals with ihc mcrdiants and masier-craftsmen who canled on their 
tmde, wandering both within the land and abroad.* 

We have now sufficient exitmplcs and evidence ftom the sourass to lemove 
any serious doubt as lo lEie exutence of free (saftsmen antitog Gentian peoples 
in die east. In my opinJan, teseaidt into econamic condiuons lias suffered 
a gteai deal from the inffiience of lq||^ concepts, since it based its inquiries manily 
on die so-called foUi-jaws of thst early period. Because indusaid craftsmen 
are thcie mentioned in deensss which refer to unJiee workers, the exbtence 
of free craftsmen has baen tkiiied- .^gainst this view it has already been shown 
that 6oe daftsmen may nevertheless liiive cuhted, but ihat them it was unneoess^ 
to mi-nrinn them, for the limpk reason that they came under the decrees concerning 
freeniEit." The spedat mention made of nunual workers among the luifree^ 
both here and in other folk-laws, is due to the fiict dm they were oemsidmd 
to be of higher value dan the test of die masses. Their tedinical ability must 
have made their loss or injuiy especially serious fur ibdr iiwnets, and that b 
why the larrer sou|dit to protect them by a higlier fine. The SaHea and 
ihe liile of tl*** Zajv f^igotAofuin^ quoted eadier, make this dear- Accotthng 
to the former die fine for the murder of an unitee ■workman was higher than 
iliat for less important seHs.* According to die latter, if an itnlrtis workman 
were injured by torture, the owner was tidier to receive a similiir workman 
as compensaiion, or to be paid his vahie, as ass^ied by a judge or other trust¬ 
worthy person,* 

Finidly, du* fact duu fuiges and miUs nmked as public buildbigs is no proof 
of a lack of private workers in these ctafts- Seeligers conclusiw that a public 
foige -would odierwire have been unnecessary is hardly justified. For it is 
mil said th^r the wotk in question is to be carried oa only in this public forge 
or mill; dwre is no question of a “ ban but everyone may supply his needs 
where he pleases. We must not assiune from this passage that the Baiuvan 
liad no pri^-ate tnills end forges. The panicalai proiectiDn liere affianfcd lo 
dicse public industries is explained by the met that th^ buildings were accessible 
10 the public. Tbere was it (nudi greaier danger that dte raw niaierial of die 
industry, wliich belonged lo nnuigeis, would be stolen here than in the private 
keeping of its owner. The passage fiom the Salic Law, dbemsed above, is 
an indirect proof of this. There were not coramunai insrinitions, colkcrivriy 
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owned I diey beludged lo individuals cvm diwgli ihey were afiCESsibie lo aJl,* 
In this cojineciioQ ottottinn sJiuuld be paid id die fabtr /rtr^fidr of tlic 

Alemjiinic Lhw.* lie was nm a crdrsmaii enjoyini; the public approval of the 
oooununitv, as SiirUef scholars thought, but an eiccellciiii goldsmith who was 
gsnefslly recognixed as such.* There is absolotidy no ground for asfimnng 
that he w:e a manonal servani, triio worlted in a pubUc building for other 
people 35 well as (br liis own lord.* Karcher's intcrpreiatioit was ^ correci \ 
a man who is “publicly proved** ts a man who works for the pubUt* lie 
was a free ciaftsnuni whi) worked for the comniBnity,* This b atio s proof that 
in that period the demand for industrial articles was not met by the " luAisehtdd 
Bcononiy*'- It is also unlikely' ihai the ser& of a ooinniott fereman "were able 
to supply ihe weapons and etniipnient he itsquliedj for this would have invoh'cd 
his keeping for more serfs ttian was generally possible^ and itiey would have 
had to have a technical ability which they probably did not usually possess.’' 
Moieover, the bet that m this eariy period hired Uhotir was already widespread,, 
is a r halW gr lo dw manorial theory. Among the Burgundians om lie unfm 
cjaftstncn rtii ghf with ihrir lord's permission work Ofl ihe taw maicrials miTosicd 
ro t hi-ni by othcfsA Xliert is also evidence of liiied kbouramong the Visigoths.* 

Gold* and ^versmlihs, who were probably freetnen, ate eapedaiJy mentioned* 
hforenvef wlwe luifree tMn were in a poairion to work in order to supply the 
demand of the public, it is no longer possdde to consider manual labour as generally 
unfrec, since economic lieedon], I.fc the possibility' of wodtmg for the maricet, 
already erisied.’* "With tliis dev'dopmeni, of wbUb ibete is evidence for dw 
fifth to the seventh oenturies, industry tiad already passed out of the ®f 

the dosed household economy, since it no longer supplied the needs of the estate 
alone, supposing that ir e\'Kr had done so. 

Conditions in Itiliaii towns in this early period are very iremuctive. Ii lias 
been asserted that iLfter the German comjuest there was no lotiger any scope for 
craftwork, which withdrew to the sei^icurial estates, wliere it wos undctiakcn 
to supply a aide.** Bui rhb view b unEenable. We have a definite 

account of condirions in Rome durii^; the Osmogothk luk. Procopius tells 
us diat during the siege of the diy in 737 most of the dtizeiB were poor, Iwcaiise 
they were yiftall artisans living from liand 10 moullt and, as they were obliged 
to Slop work on account of the siege, they liad nodiing to oat.** His desenption 
is compkiod by the remark Uiai Roman dtuEeus took pan In the fighting against 
die Gotlis; they were huvdicraftsmen who knew nothing ol war.** 'There were 
therefore plenty of artisans in die dry, wlio tsmnot all have been unfre& 
CJeariy, they were ■working not merely for the great estates, but for the bee 
markei in the dty iisdf- 

Till: theory of a retrogression to a namra! economy, when people fled firora 
the towtjs and Industry to the niaporial estates, which thereupon became relf- 
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Aiificcngp* <knv«d in main supporf from th^ wtlUtiwwn decrees witidi ^ kirfr 
Hijmjtn emperwf die reoiovaJ of die eurmltj and from 

the towras,* Bur il is wrong to connect th^ wiih die batharian mvasjafts or lo 
regard ih*£fn as ihe nmilt of ihe latter* Railier, they wear cnncied as a consequence 
gf tlie oppressive tas^aiion of die Reman fiscal adinijriistrttiOR.* Walmi^s 
collecricn of imperial decrees pukes it dm that this process had been going 
op for Jt long tfr pr ^ :infi fhtit ihe Gcnnans camnot be made responsible for in 
On tbc coptrarVi as early as liie workers In the mines in Thrace Tegatdaj 
as tbetr tesciin^ from lu^vy oppressicft and acmaUy jotned them-* The 
aictrude of the Ostrogodiic King Tbeododc shows dearly how this whole 
moveiMnt is to be imderstOodL Hiihctto only a negative side has been cott- 
sideredt ie* die liiglii to ihe land of the ^Hnia and Bur at the -same 

time the ccloni were mniung away fran their Roman loWf and for the same 
itasQTi. They pIacJ^d tbeiTi^lves under the proieclion of iIk poMntt^ m order 
to avoid (he liea^-y ntilitaiy' and fiscal burdens which weighed upon diem. They 
aUo Jooked upon the LfTmbuids as zvseuers. The Roman popul^ion went 
m them because tbry hoped for an improvement tn didr podoon.* Theodork s 
laws Were on the same lines as the late Roman bwS| even with legsard to die 
fli^t of the caUepa to the lancL* He left tlie fugitivea to the landlortb^^ but 
he gsH^e the latter the right to send thdr serfs efaewhere and especially to use 
fhji^ for services tn the towns.* He also permitttd iheir sale w-idiout 
the hmd on which they were retried. The feet that they niiglvt be used in parriailar 
for urban services {ufta/uj mmftrrriif) shows where a demand liad obrioasly 
arisen* Tlie genend tendency of th^ regulations elearJy fevoin^le to 
the gmai estates^ They ^ov that it was not a question of making the latter 
todepeident of the towps^ and e^tabUsliing a self-sufficing economy in die coumxy* 
It was nor in the inieieais of tiie peat estaifis that urban indiutry should ccuse 
or dw'iiidle for tW they found the marker for their s^oiltural 
Detacliment from the tCfwns would have had a very un&vcmtabic effect on 
thdr agrarian activities, for they produced not ody w'liai they mdai for theni* 

selves^ bur a surplus for the marfcel-^ 

[i 15 vETj' improhobk that the motive for Theodgiic^s cncasuTie 5 should 
have beet to render it posrible for tl^ Goths, who liad few to employ 

these at court, io garriso<inL, and in die BeJcL*^ The ur^ana niinhuria art put^fir^ 
We §Be that thk is a counter-move to the of the mwl the Goim 

do not tecd^'e to much consideration as ihe great Roman landowrw^ Is this 
really a retrogrt^hxn ? Thk separation from the soil made it po^fale fur die 
first time to employ in urban induatiy labour which v,ia suited to m Studeius 
of the subject liave hitherto nrtad e 3 fuiidaniienud mistalce m supposing dial 
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die grot crtAtes eisentially Qppc^i^ to ilic ttrwm, and drvdnpedf sis it 
^e3T» at their .otpcn^e. Nothing he mcrte prepoiticrtnix thm thb aGumptinOf 
in face of the mlify. It has hwi; idsown ^ ckit in Italy itsdf die rkh Umdlonis 
of the time lived m the towiifr and brge properties diefc. Tlmu after the 
Geminn of Italy it was in thdr ectinciinic tntcieu to nuimram the 

ecnncctinfl tike cointuy, wliich Siad existed from Ronum tima. 

'rbe quesiion of die ori^il and gmvth of tndtistr)* is hmnd up in parttioihir 
wiili the i!pe$don of the craft gilds. Did tiutse mganiatkins continue m their 
Roman form, or not ? 'rhere Jias been sotne doubt as to the emience of 
coruimiJiy here.* A careful dbttncdon mo&t be drawn between the otganuaiion 
of tliese gilds and theti- econcEtnii: djetelopment, and tOTitonal difletenoes must 
also be taken into account. ’WHmever on Roman territory a errmin cotuinuiiy 
of urban deveiopoit may be a^umedj and more especially in ltd Vp Spain, and 
the StiUik of FnmccL, tfa^te is a posstblliiy that the gilds ahi> iiad a continuous 
Gcisrence. This lias been pros'll to be tlie case in Italy** But it was not so 
only in Home and Ravenna, wliere Roman tradition was mabmtncd and ByEaniinc 
induenoe was felt* The influeooe of FLoinsn organizapon must also have madr 
itself fch tn dtose dismtis which were conquered und s^etded by the Gtuman^ 
In this respeci no Ucile impornince must be atmbiiied to the Qurrchi not so mudh 
because it followed RomiUi bw* as because in the lower classes of sodery, amemg 
the pcMirer people to whom die artisans bebtigfid^* it had many early adlicfenis 
aid cspedally encouraged them to unite in cptntnnn oj^tiLtatiofiif.* In the thne 
of the Christiim persetuiims an octemal hnpcnis was given to this but 

later the whole sodal teaching of the new foidi, the doctrine ilmt its adlierctus 
wcrt equal and broriiers in tlie sigJit of Cod^ must have been equally mmulating* 
TItc pliJbmtltropic mitvemmt lent a helping hand. In this early period the 
Chuf^ became very charitable, in order to support its adhemnts, especially 
in th£>sr legionrs where it was opposed fay the Ikothcn or heretic (Aryan) Germans 
who had newly come into power. The Kua S^virim depicts diese coiiditidns 
very clearly bi Noricuim* 

Among the Lombarcb in Italy in the se^'enth century artbans appear to be 
Organised. At thdr head are tbe mtightri (co^imurrm); probably ivere also 
thm were unions similar to giids, as the expression col/eg^imw appears to show'/ 
Hcyne conduded from this that they were iiccordirig to the iradition 

of the Roman gftds.* In Liutprand*^ bwrs magisiri ai? mcitdDiied aJ the bod 
of some industries,* Similarly^ continuity with the iotlegia may be asmmed 
among the Vtrigotfas. Among various claves of urban population mentioned 
by Isidore of Seville at tlie beginning of the seventh osnturj*, ihc c&Ikgmii oocuf, 
and lu! allows ii to sppe^ th^t theUf as in bte Roman rimes^ they were of smalt 
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repute** Ttie aaiodiCKJns of tisnsfort wcuikcts, wbo sm-^d the public trslTic 
m ihe Roman pcrind^ $tili exisifd tn the scvtuuli oaituj%%^ and h should ™>l 
be forgotten th-it sudi assodatiotu of tnmspon workeri {pafafrii^ ate mentioned 
among the earliest examples of gild oiganisadon in Gcnmny^ tn fo>'al diannrs 
of Worms (Sp7 and 904)* These were unfree In the Frankish kingdom 
in the sixth century alsot Gregory of Touts sho^^ that there was an oigEmiHtion 
of industries fiirri^cw) accordiog to magUttrui or ofEces.^ Tiie V 3 ^pm anisimSj 
such as dorh^workcfs and mtibre, were each placed under these^ and, like the 
Lombard builders m die Edkr of Rothari, they were free workmen** 

However few these dcxmmeninry proo& may be^ they give some supporr 
to rhrC sssnmpiipn tliat at that time m^gutsiium did nni imply A merely imnorm] 
or^mimtion among either the Franks or the Lombards^* hence this early 
organieaikm of mdusciy according to magittma affords no proof of a ** ntonorkl 
origin " of gikb- The dnannedtiiry cvSJfcnce makes if niu^ more apparent dial 
free artisiUM imiied for techntcat reasons for die management of ilietr industry* 
Thjt collegimicx or of the Ltnnbuid comfrm:mi are liere espetialiy 

nDteworAy^ since dwy were " wandering '* artisans* 


( 1 ) Telade and COMMEttCS 

Tile catastropldc theory of bfetory, wlttcli Iteid that a breadi in the continuity 
ordvilbadon occurred after die fall of the Roisian Empire m the Weyt, exerted 
a pariicuhtriy decisive mflyence on concepdons of eutly medEtrvuJ trade and 
oommerce. During duu time, according to the general there was a complein 
cessation of trade; die Roman roods which h^ served it had been laid w^stc, 
and ofi all sides ecomamic activity had become isolamd* 

Economists • have regarded this complete absence of any kind of occhangc 
economy as charactenstu: of die period^ and as having bsied until the growth 
of towns, a phenomenon usually assigned to the e!e^™ih or, at the earliest, 
io the tenth century. Even wJiere, by way of e^epdon, a purely aixhitecmtal 
connection widi Rome is assumedi as far as economic activity k conasmed^ the 
towns had almost compleidy ceased coexist* FOTwidun thetowm walls(wliere: these 
sdll remainffd standing) there dwelt in Carolingmn well as in the preceding 

pcxicxi, tillefs of die soilt simiLir 10 diDsc wfio lived ouiside tn die countryiide^ 
QYilbadnii was primidve and agraiiafL^® lliis was Iteki m be true not only 
of lands conquered by die Germans, where dw agrarian character of the new 
culture would be moat nouceiabH hut also of Italy itself. 
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For the moinoi! 1 skill leave theories iside^ and shall iry to discover 

ihe hhiorlcd £bca ihciiisdvcs. Whiu dg exisrinj^ documenis idl iis cf commerigc! 
and n^de ai diis period ? Is it really mmseose to conceive a condAiijiy in these 
acrividc*s from dassi^cit lu medieval 

First Eet ns consickr loly^ This long promontory^ snmditng oat into the 
sea and sepanitod from the oontinent even wnene it joins h hy die mi^ty Alps, 
had, owing to its geographh^iJ sinmion] been dependeni on sea oimmunications 
from the carlicsr dtnes. When the Genrutu^ set yp their rote there, they fotme] 
a lughly developed nutririme trade, which had already been in eristence for 
several hundreds of yeora. In the new Ofimgothic Idngdcni thore at 
first no Doosion far the collapse of this trade rince the new mfefs tieared she 
Homan orgamratJon with extreme epfistderarioiL Hieodoric's Edki makes it 
cksr that not only did ihe Goihk kings make this a general prindple of ikdr 
home policy, but they took the same line m pankukr questions of trade aid 
industry. The iredse duty of a tw'enty^burth of all marketed 

wares was retained ; and it is sigmfcant dm the chkf offidal, the oarrtei jiff- 
^aatoficnim^ was ilko made overseer of the pxit traffic-^ Tq dik we mtisC add 
the regulations about and weight which xre expressly declared to be bindiiig 
on megosia^ores- The rojiwl authority ordered size imd wei^t to be supervised 
by tbe state as represemed by the and stretmotisly opposed all uufirir 

dealing in riiese respects on ihe pan of merchants and traders (in €Ofrm£rctit} * 

It mast not be forgonen that between and jii Theodoric conriderably 
lightened the excise duty, by tempting from it a numher of iuipartnnt foods 
(com, wine, oil), with the expr^ purpose of rruklr^ zv^able a more plcmtifki] 
supply of proriskms for the provinces^^ Thk was inienikd to stimulate sales 
and ID give an unpeEUS ED Ii is therefore impossible to repre^em llUf 

period as one in whkh free commerce w^ re^trictecL Tlus tendency to took 
£a\-ouTahly on made is seen ekewhere in his The Goihic king also lightened 
the direct tax {oiaarm) paid by merchants. Not only did lie exempt pttiminent 
eccicriastknl tmdownera from it (far imranre ai Milan and Ravenna)/ but at 
die request of the metchanES of Apulb and Cakbria he made regukrions w^ili 
the aim of prev’cntmg trade from being too hewdy burdened by ofiicki □xaiiocL^ 
Tims w« see here tlie lendency to try to frame a deffniie cominaxiM policy^ 
sn important innovatiou as compred with bre Roman fbcaiism and offidal 
oppresstoiL 'fhe German monarehy Ikvore^ the pfoducing clas$es nf die 
populodon Ln trade and commcfcc, as it did also in agriculture^ The klng^s 
law's for the protecrion of p^sants are proof of this, • Finally, Theodoric attadi^ 
the abuses of ihe tax oifidak in die exsiaion of the " moiuDply'', a tax paid 
by merdionis for the rigjit to have the monopoly of cerain wores^ It was m 
fotme to be eiacied only if die pivdeged persons could really reap die firuits 
of monopoly.* Like Theodoric, King Theochdiad b when there was 
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m 6urune, ocdrr^ a ranksimi uf raxes in Jivaur of proviso <fcaJets^* nAbo^^t 
alb he ieufrit)' thai dieir tncmiiipoly r^u5 shmilH not be taken from them 
wtihoui di» cause by tlte royal alfid^ before tJlc expiraiii^fi wf ihe kgal period 
(five yeai^). Dealers In com, ’ainc, chEcse^ aieai, and hay readvc apcciaJ mendan. 

Icam n the same time d^ they provided the great towijs (Jlrancj Ravenna, 
Pavia, Piacenza, and other places) with food. 

The economic policy of the Gcsilik kin^ soon produced dchnite results: 
food pricei fiell cpnsider^ly.^ This is the best cefotation of the thcoiy that 
lls great se^^^veurial estates were of predominant importance at that time* Hie 
arguident tliat dm Goihs wete noi is a rufc great bndowiitis, that tiiey maiii- 
lained a self^ui&dng eristence on the Iruics of the third share which they had 
obtained in the land pmuorh* and [herefore were not interested In high com 
prices,* docs not explain the commas! with late Rchiiio condidom. For one thing 
many of the Goths were cenaiitly coositkrahle landowuers, becaitse it was to ihc 
king's interest for mitiEary purposes to fuake them economically powerful ; on 
the other hnneb die explapadoti al^o gh'cn, that it was to iJie inten^t of the Gothic 
state to lecnre as low food prices as possible fot the army,® must likewise hold 
good for much witer periudsL The dedsive focior was quite obvictiriy the 
T^ncrvul of taxitrion by a vigorous contro! of the publif: udminm tiiUimu I would 
espedally call anenijc»n to the froicaioti giv« hy Theodoric to is^den by 
means ef his royal 

Moreovcf, ihe &mcHis Pragmatic Sanction pnblishfid by the Emperor 
Justinian for Italy after the collapse of OarogOElnc mle (^4)? evident:* against 
the theoiy that the great MgrKurial estates occupied a dcmtimimg po^idon in 
economk Itfo Tliis edict has been imerpreted as a reafction against the proactive 
kgUbtion of the Godik kings in fevour of the peasancs, and as bdng spedally 
favourable to the great landowners-^ It is admitted ty but this legisbrioiit 

like the remisrion of tkhts of a few years Ixier* must have been miended not 
only to protect die Tandowming daisa'b kit indirectly also lo penalize the 
no longer numerous sectfons of di popubiion which edU had monefy, merdumts 
among them*" But the privileges gnmied to the bi particular the 

permission iq Travel to the imperial court without hindiancc to lodge their 
complaints in the rigji* quarter, were granted nor only to them but to all taxpayers** 
Moreover, special mmticn is made of the great mtmber of inudumts at the 
time-*^ In fact die Pngmatie Sanction is fovouiable to the a^gtumt^r^ i they 
are to have c^iarg^ of the forced purdbate (coM^rib} of dte ptoducc (con^ etc*) 
wbiclt is Eo be ddi^^rtti to the w that the ofBdals ^11 not oppre^ the 

mxpayen by fixing prices capridously-^ Die price is to be fixed aocordiiig to 
the tnaikraiulity of the wares^ and tfam must be no ohsEade to access to the sea.^ 

These are one and all mrasurea which ddinjtely concradict the idea of a 
one-sided or exclusively preferenEia) rreatmmt of ihe great estates at the expense 
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erf the Tnerciumts, add bidtcate id paiticular tfcn these wete by 

no tdcam ^If-5u1iidenf as br as 4g:rii:iilaMl pft>dua was ometmed. This 
15 beroe OUT by die wealth of oonoetE evidmee of acthe tiadidg catrtod on 
at the same time in l^y iisdependemJy erf the graai esHtes- Tims Apollkaris 
Sidmibis in ihd second lialf of the fifth century desmbis Ravimia as die abode 
of fuiiiierou5 mendiants, and lemarki thai mcriks and soldiers tmded there also^' 
h is said of King Tbeodork thai mcpdiants came to dip pbee where he iiad 
bis palace from widely varied districts because trade was especially safe diere** 
'fbe same picture is drawn by Proeoptis, lie kIIs us that at tile siege of Naples 
by Bellsaiius {5^6) the towTt was prwided ^rfth food by Jews. He mcnootts 
espe^iy a Syrian, AndodiuSp who had lived there and earned on mantime 
erode for a long dme, and w^as much respectocL* We licar also that from the 
port fit the mouth of the Tiber a good road led to Rome, and that the tnerdianis 
loaded thdr -wares on to boots had them rowed to Rome by oxen. *• 

li t5 hardly pos^ibk u> deny ihat considiMble trade was done in Italy at 
that time. But this may hseve been afterwards destroyed by the Lurohard conqufisi- 
A tiumher of seliolofs ■ have suggested that not tmtil peace was mwml and 
intematiupai relations secured could merehants arfer (hc^ wares for sale in the 
town morkmsy^ The piienonienon of a large class of free and kftdless Lombard 
mdustriolists and merchants, whidi has shown to iiave been tn cxisrenoe 
in the d^iih century, is desicrtfaod as the end of an " immeasurably loi^ load ” 
travelled by tlw; Lombards in the two hundred years of their sojotirn in ItaiyJ 
This seigneuriol theory is most unrealisdc. Documenis now afford proof that 
a much earlier devdopment took place in Italy. Tlie trade agreenimT of jyo 
berween King Liurpmnd and the inhabrtants of GTmmachjo tdl^ os does 
ApoUlnaris Sidoflius at die end of the tthh ceniury, of soldiers who carried en 
tride-* SriU dca/tf is a documen* of King Hildi^rand, relating m Piacenza 
(744) whkit oonfinns earlier rights of die dme of King LiuTprsniL^ And ibe 
trade regulations in liutprand't Poaum of 730 refer deEntrdy to the 

w^hich gives a direct and positive proof that these cemditmos were 
already prevailiitg in die seventh century. Passages in the laws of Lotaboid 
king^, even eoriicr than thoK of Aislulf in 750 conccinlng the mm ot military 
duties of The merchants,^ indicate the existence of a loige ctes of ttadets. A law 
of Ring liuTprend as early as 720 deals with the rights of inbenuutEie of 
who Unvd within or without the land to carry on their trade; among the rest, 
tile king's right of bhiOitsiKe is fixed in cases where there are no near relatives-^’ 
Indeed we find traa of this in the Edici irf Hothoit cspedally in 

regulztinRi about the These are idmiilkd by N- Tomossia with 

forei|^ nierdiams.” If we compare tbc rtgukdon tlmt fo!Jtnv«, regarding the 
inability of the warrgan^j m dispose fredy of thdf own pfopetry where there 
are no dtildrefii with King Liutpraad's law^ of 720 cpjoted above, thdr position 
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appears to he parallel with that of dte ntgutiatetti mendoflcd tn the Jancr* The 
mval light of inheriance in one ose corresponds h> the need for myal coAHinc 
in the othet J both limitaiioiH are obvimialy based on the fact that these strangers 
were under the lung's pronscritHt, 

We can thErefort that already in the lirsl half of the seveniii century^ 

and probably even earlkr, there were numerous strartgers, induding menJiants, 
in tile Lotnbaid kingdom. Sdiupfer has collecicd a number of concrete crompics 
■wikfa prove the presence of metchanis and traders among the Lombards, iuming 
these tlic pim/cgio granted by King Dagobm to St. Denia (dip), wliidi numiiorei 
merchants who came thither from tlie Lombard kingdom for (he tair St, Denit' 
The exhtiRg form of dtb document is certainly not genuine^* but King Pippin’* 
hner coahrmanon (733)* preiv« diat there was a genuine docim^t of 4 b kintL 

As in Icdy, so sIm among the Vbigoths in Spain and the South oi Fraiioei 
there were 1 latE^ niimber of free tnerehanis and tradcre tn this pre-Carolingjan 
period The Visigothk Ijiw conraiiB regulations about the n^mvmrei rrujw 
werTJti of King Rcceswmlh's thne {64,^7^) * '^tiich N, Tanwssia has_coTOpa^ 
to tlw Lomha^ u>aitg<ing. The iheoty tltat an intfirruption even destruction 
of Roman dvjliiation was caused by ifie sonalbtl migniiiotis is a gr^ etaggoa- 
tion, even as regards economic life. Merchants of Carthi^e hi (he sindt century 
sold their wares in the palace of King Theudis, and at the end of the fifth retituty', 
in the time of Apollmaris Sidonius, African aamlogcw and jugglers, '^''ho displayed 
tjiiiir talents in the-port of Bratdeau*, arc meotwinetL* Of especial ini{»tianoe 
is the ging bishop's account ofhow a humble cleric (&etsr) of CIcnnont-Fcmnd 
in .^uveignc, bought cheaply a (juanriiy of wares from the diirt regulirly 
there, for die purpose of selling them at 3 higher pfioe in liis home town, l^e 
diiferenre in price enabled him noi only to pay back 1 ^ borrowed apital with 
interest, but also to tnalcc 0 rich, profit.* Also, in King Oagobeit s privue^ 
for St. Denis (f 6 ip) quoted above, metdiants t* Hispartsa, who came reguiarty 
to trade at the Fair of St. Denis near Paris are mentiorwd. 

Id the kingdom of Toulouse, the Roman st^ posral or^mraitun was 
still teiaiiied in die sev'enth cencury.’ An Osnugoihic poJ* to Spain b rnentionfid 
by Cassiodon»v* At ihc (Miift of iJk Vijigothic king Euric (d, thm w™ 
large nuniben of rressengns from (he Sat!^ Franks, Hcruli, Butgui^fens and 
Romany and ev'm P-Efskns *; tfec eusiemx; of ih« oflbrtta evidence of vigort^ 
intcrawe with other coimirMS. Even la liic fiftii and ibcdi 
Kiptbem French toxVTU^ especially NarfecinfiCT aMaradlles,** and Aries, were 
imncmarLt fcr tiiaztiiime and liome trade- Ni« a!w> played an impOf^nt 

part in trade and commerce At this rime; in the mih ooitury we find there 
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EUROP£.\N aVlUZATION 

tTTvdfcrs fro(m the Fnmkish Idngidom (Afjgeo), who «« going by diip to 
Rom^ md sho Egvpmn bringing The trade of sooihon 

France jo Burgun^ imist abo hatvc been vwy irriponitm at that liiMt for in 
tG? E^ng Gimtchram fbrmalJy laid nn entbat^ on aU trade in die towns of 
Septinianb, ki cdtisequence of politkal upheavak.* 

The Visigothtc la«^ mclude varimt^ decrees cociceming the policie service 
for str4nBCT%* The>' were ckaiiy drswn up in the interest nnd for the pfonicrinu 
of fortigti mendunui traveUing itbout in ihe oDuntry ^ and were intended to 
povidc freedom of tnovement, security against rabbe^ in case of shipwreck, 
abolition of lindtattons of tfadJe, and other eonditkins Sat imdisturbcd com me r o L 
The Jews in partLoilat appear u> have taken pan tn cmmiuerDe and to liave poeesed 
great weddi gamed tlioeby,* Ii b indeed ivdl known that Jem^ish pcrscairitms 
began under Sisibut (6ii) and led bicr cti to the decree ju ibe siattceiiih 
Coundl of Toie^ C<S9j) forbidding tbeir trade whh Chriaidaica and acerws to 
the liarbours (ca/dr/fiim)** 

Tlie ^^e-o!d manttme fcrade in the Mcditetranean wai of V'^ery gteat eoonomic 
significance for Gaul aJso» Greeks^ Syrians, and Jews, overseas msctvinB from 
the Etsr, not tmly had permaoent establbliment^ in th* ports of souiheoi Fiance 
(MarseiilEis, Arlei, Narbonne, and Bcrjrdefajjc)^ but at an isarly date had spre^id 
itiTO the interior^ We find them in Poitiers, Oriejns* and Pansp as also in ilaim 
and Worms, They brcHij^i wares from ihc Easi:, stile «nd spices, paper and 
rate witws to the Vr'cstem lands** Tlie Jero played an imporcaoE parr hcre^ too^ 
cspedaily in the extensive slave itade*^ 

It k however, quite wmng to oppose, as to view' of these fiicts Some 
scholars still do^ that trade in this early period was carried on exicliisively or 
even mrinly by foreignerSp and was Licmted to luxuries and other rare articles 
whudi were not producKl at Htmie** Two pardcularly notable examples frenJ 
the sbeth ceemry will demonstrate the artilk^ty of tbis theory and iB rnoDo- 
sisietuy^ witli documentary evidence* Gregory of Tnum tdln how BEsbup 
DesidiMtus Jf-5'54), out of sympathy for the poverty of bts dlkcrts, appealed 
to King Theudebext (n4”54S)i who was well kuown fcir Ilb bcn^volesicei to 
advance money for the peomemon of track, mdi as was beutg carried m by 
other cioes. The king leni the bishop 7,000 gold jncce$ and the latmr divided 
them among the citixeRs, who by tlietr trading aenvities acquired the great wealth 
for which they became so famous in. Gregoiy^s time.* Gregory of Tours also 
tells tis that during the great fmjine of ^8f, rttcrehants and craders bought up 
com and wine, and sold it again at enomious prices to ihe population, thereby 
causing tnudt economic distress.** 

These iscamples make it clear ihat in general trade by no means censisted 
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ioldy of Imrory or ovcrsw or of rar otminodidt^ j and ihis tx^ndus^^n 

h borne our hy the mentioiwd d>ove^ ih^t the monastesrks ^i^pplied ]b 6 t own 
ti«ds, amcmg odier thtng^s in dcrtiiis, by purchiM n liie taatkOTA Also h 
becomes evictem tkn ii was ntrt only fotdgn fmaxtianrs who were carryiiig on 
trade; i large pmponbn of dw mih^e popubdon must hsve done so as wdL 
Trade cpiitc openly iIm? soum of wealth of dm djss of professkmal mcrrhnnt^ 

DeraipiiotH hi Gfigof>' of Tours afford numerous examples m vlddi Tticfdiaiiis 
and rtaders appear aa rich and esteemed dtizeiis-^ Moreover, contem¬ 
porary dociunents ykld ftmlier m^tmees. TIkis Clothar 11 (r. 627) confirms 
various gifts of his own property betiueathed by the deceased merchanti JohmineSf 
CD St, Der jft and other churches in Paris-* The clergy of that period also oft^ 
traded for die purpose of making profit, which proves that trade was both 
TOcnsive and lucrative. As early as jit the bishops ai ihe Gjundl of Orleans 
obiectttd to this, and forbade all rfw higher efcr^ frora dm deacom upwards 
to laid money at higb rates of Inieresc to carry on professiDnally any 
form of trade with the people,* On fills oocaaion we also Icam that the 
clergy had been carrying on foAidden trading opemfiom under a ssumfd names« 
l^pedally rigrwllcant liere is the smtitberis with profBsitmal tradcfs, who arc said 
to cany an theif trade publicly for rije purpose of supplying the needs^ of the 
people, for whidi servioe the people paid fitem* There was at that finic no 
direct supply of goods * from producer to cotmimer- On ihe contraryt iherc 
existed already an imposing class of merchants and traders acting as middlemen 
berween the two parties, who were nOT merely making iheir living tliereby 
but were a«|uiring great wedih in the process- A pantcular cast mentioned 
by Gregory of Tour$ maJtcs this quite dtiir. A merchant of Tours^ Cretuforus, 
went to Orieaoi, having beard ikti a quantity of wine had been brought there, 
bought it ai a h^i price, and carried it away in boars, with the lieSp of two 
Saxon wv3ni&* Abo the accoujit, mouiotKd above, of prufiteenng in com 
and wine by ttadets in the ftmiiHS of shows that there wasno direct producdoxi 
for ootaumer^ m Biidser's sense, bui that there was alnady an mtermfidiary 
class of tiwrE^liatit^ 

Wliat, howe\w, were the condiuons in InncF Germany? Up to tiie 
present day it has been assumed ihat they were qohe difibciiL Just ^ 
the Scoch and the West, tiw! old Roman areas, are thought ro shtiw 
stiJi some survivaE of trj^ and industry, so Cermany in g^ncrat cstimjr- 
tfofi b an undeveloped cemntry, whkh w^ UnJe Louched hy large-scab 
Busy trade routes, apart from the oid Roman roads, few 
fef between in Mcrovingiaa times, and only tq be found in Ncusom* B^lier 
in this book I have hud occarion la demonsmtt the inaccuracy of du-se 
in the light of reoeni, and especially of geogrspltical, resear^* Prehistc™ 
finds have proved thai cemmetoe developed quiuc early there. Exicnsi\^ trading 
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acHviry in all ilmciiom nor pecidat to the Rhme flistrtict ^ 

in the etrly Bronxe Agje (2000-1500 a+c.) the oMfcm rarmccttiTni with the 0 fltube 
ipTtUcy Tirtnt of firedominatitig impormnee^ while in the Later Brnnsoe Age, It. the 
beginmng of the HillsEHn Epoch (c* rooo bx-), ihe Souihem trade, with Switatcr- 
land and Italy, prrdomin^totL Thiirijig^ also, whrr« ^cocHtlitig to recent 
econotnk histonam the indent German wtlikmess of forest and marsh rnnained 
intact tmttl the sixth century, appears in the light of tl« latest pwhisioric and 
geographical tn/Drrnaticm as to lerdefnents ‘ to develops along quite 
diS»mt lineSh 

Tlien thw is the ptoblcin of the Kvmm period, 1 consider that it is 
compleicly cftoneotis® tn astume that during that period only fiximicr trading 
along the &Tm took place and that this was mainly a barter trade. Caesar s 
acoounis deserve more considoatiDCL He telales that the Germans 

allowed Roman merchaius to enter thdr land, tn order to sell dictn the spoils of 
war rather than to reorive fotdgr^ gciodi* Tills would make it app^r 
that the Gennans were aedvdy trading tlKmadvies. Tacitus' informatjon 
about barter * must not mislead ns. Tl>e mniseioiis Roman emm of imperwl 
rimes, found especially in Silesia, have proved that there caruioi have been barter 
liffie, bui th« the Kornan merthani paid m Tadms liimsdrshows how 

importanE trade must have been in his rinKx tn a passage in whidi the mhabltajifs 
of Cologne zre descr^Kd as having paid mbineand taxes {^ctigfd «emm own- 
mrrticfnmt) from the prooweb of their trade,^ As in Cologne, so abo tn Mto 
and TriE7, conmieTce and trade fiouzisbed* fti the East, Beg^nshtfig liie 
centre of 1 profitable and far-reaching trade along die Danube. Iiraeriprioni 
have been fmmd belotigiflg to the early third century, wbkh menticft 
and numerous biotise smueuei of hlemuty luvc been cscavaied, which were 
probahly dedicated by tnftrchanis.* 

The Romans even traded with Northern Germany, 3® tbe importani finds 
at Heminoot hs Hanover prove (mneteefi bmtize vesseb of the end of the second 
or be ginnin g of the third ceiitury)^* We may ako add the throe oflicially stamped 
silver bars of the fifth, tjentury, exrs^^ied tiear Dierstorf m the bed of the Weser.^* 
At tlat time Ntmw'cgcn lit Holland was the centre for mmhanis trading with 
the Gennan north,** Moreover, the island of Walcheren was an iinp<^rtant 
centne, being especially siiiied by i ts posirioit for mariiiiTire trader Oi> i ts nonhem 
coast, the port of Dombutg, and on tlie soutli, that of Vhssifigeot wme used 
by German seamen for trade with England, a feet proi.'ed by the dedicatory 
ttisciiptians found there;*^ One has bwt found in the villa^ of Veduen cm 
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ilw kft bank of tllc curve of ibe KhiDc^ somcwbAt abcK%'‘e Utiecht^ imd retaies 
to 4 shjp'5 cjw ftom Tongem^ trading betatim tliLa pLice and North German 
lands - And dir ETading centre Dorstst^ so often mentjoned in Quotingtm 
njncSj has now been proved to havt iisd an aedvr; commerce to ibc Roaun 
period-* From the Lower Rhhie the Homan irade^ which caritw liad been 
flmitcd 10 the coast of the North Sea^ g^mduolly flpread to die Sdtio. As early 
as the time of the Emperor Nero fr- fe} a Rcmiiin merdmnt went tliroug^ Pannoniii 
to die Baliic to intjuim abom the a.mber newly dbopvwed there-* Trade must 
hsve been espedjdJy dounahing dsei? in the third century * in the small tsbnd 
of Gothland alone, HDinan coins have been fouruL Wisby W'as then a 
trading csetine of the first tank* The find of Roman Jatarii^ ezreavated in the 
BeJds of die emie of Fnmibirrg nt^ Hanover,* is ^ like dial in ColdaistectE 
(in the Oldenburg district of Ve 5 i») that it is a dear proof of ihe interdependence 
and the gradual spread of this trade. 

Diis late Roman commeroe * ccminly did not cease compktdy dtuing 
the migratinm. We are told dm in die middle of ihe fotirdi cermiry the Emperor 
)uUm had fioo ships on die Rhine, of which he had liad 400 built within ten 
months.* From Aimnianiis we leant tMt quandries of com wm hroi^t ffom 
Engbnd as provtsions for the camps on the Rhine^* Sevenis, die Emperor 
Valcndnian's geaend, me t tn 3,71 near Wifibaden a troop of traders and hawkers 
who were probibly Romam. subjects.^ It is s^mficant that Theodoric ihe Greas 
teceKed amber omaments as presents from messengers of the Aesmi on the 
Bailie Sea** for this indicates thut Itiily*s mtercourse w'idl ihe mouth of the Visnda 
was not interrupted by the migtadons. 

The trade w'hich eidsred between South-West Gerrnany and Switzerland, 
and Italy in Roman times has been recently described by Ai* Schnltt* This 
tatetcoui^ did not i^ease with the £dl of the West Roman Empire* In die 
fourth rcnmry there appears for die first tune a series of accounts of 
journeys which correspond to the RmuMii lEUienirks for miliiacy purposes {lim. 
//fffcnini, c. 300, world map of Casptorius or the scuallcd Tahula Pauwgtrianaj 
Ci 3tS6t eu^) dfisaibing journeys fiom Gaul and Spain to I^y, or from Indy 
m live Holy widi tkailed acscoimis of the places touched (nighi quarters 

and relay staiions)* To this series belong the idn^farium SuriHga/enit (aftffF 
JJ4) ** juid diJt of die Gallic maitun Syivta (?) who wrote about 3S5 for her 
rdlow-nuns ^ i and to this same f^od or a little later belongs the xfiteresring 
Spani&It itmeiar)' from Cadii to Constantinople by land over Mt, Cenivie 
(frtEm Valence to Turin),** which shows that the Alpine roads were genendiy 
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axcMible nnd From die begitming of the fiBh century ihm h i 

Jemsaleni iri«erary by a i»i^ VfTgiiius.i Besidie^ the Tgvorki of Thcodoow 
from Nonhem Africa fr- 1 of Antonimit of Piacenza (c, 170 },* 1 ftiay 

aisQ menuon ihc ^txoiint of tiic IranldJili Bishop Arcutf a oemury latcTp dicoced 
by turn to Abbor Adanumnus at Hy on the Scottish bbiuj oflona, wiicro Ite kd 
been shipwrecked on his icismi JcwtiTwy 4ind hospitably received/ F Fnalt y^ ihcrE 
is Bede'^fi woA ct Udt Stmeds* wKkh h p^y drawn from thit last wotkl Tfiis 
TcLmvly rich travel lilmfure was cksjgn^ to serve pracdcat needs. Moreover, 
these acccwits nmkc ti plain that the inirDducdott ojid spread of OirisriaMiy 
hdj^ to maitimitt and devebp the dtd oommerda! intercourse of the Roman 
Empire, Niimsotis pilgrlmiig^ were made from Caul and Inner Genniuiy 
uo tile iioty places in Rome. Guides^, the so*ca.ll«d showed the pilgtims 

^ public monuments, and fomul lists of the Utter were drawn up m due form 
in the fifventh ceniuryi^ In about the year d^o a pllgrbn vbjimg me holy places 
in Rome, dtsccibed bis tour in decaii in the wort knowti as the ^liburg 
ItifUrariii/n^^ 

Moreover, the so-called migrations were not only no hindiance to the 
eaihcr trade, but indeed mode new oormeedom whidi must fcive sdmukiad 
ie. Migtaiiofs have, after aU, always brought mankind togeiber and have 
often faroi^t distant dvilizotiuns imo touch, «p ihiU g^lfe were bridged and 
odnires could be transmiTwd from one i£t the other. Tins has cecendy been 
demonstrated m the sphere of die history of art, by Josef StrsjgcrwakU frora 
rich finds of aeasures iq the East—Hungary, Sotidtern Russk, and the BjlkanA^T 
Here we should also note die rariy Chr^tran momimcnts and srnaO finds from 
Oriental sources discovered in Gcnnany itself TTiose presented in the Serasbtrrg 
Museum deserve special notjcc.* Contemporary historical aocoimts conipkte 
this pictujib- We kam that die Gothic King Atliaoaricv to wbom one of ebese 
finds of treasures (at Petrossa tn R inmnia } at one time ascribed,^ was forced 
in 369 10 raakc peace beotuse, among other n^asons, his people were suffering 
owing 10 mimupted trade.^ Thctie h a striking coinddectee here with the 
stale of aflairs described m the Plm Ssmini as eristmg tn Noricum in the sccotkI 
half of the fifUi centuryr The rinriTO of Passau on the hm (BoJomun) begged 
Aibaiwric to induce Feba, the King of the llugii, to revive the trade between 
the Roman populadon and his barbarians.^ Oo the Roman fime* on the 
other side of the Damibe tho:^ were barbarian markets^ wlierc the slave- 
trade was particularly brisk* There w'as no dockness in trade among other 
German tribes in Inner Cermmyp too; fhis is especially true of the Alemanni 
ar a very early date. AmmioniiL^ Marodiinus not^ that beewteen ilise people 
arul the Burgimdhcqs tbm were quarrels about the important salt-Hiprmg^ on the 
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Kochfr,^ There m\M. ilso have bccn-a £miy GCEersh'e mde fn cattle ^Hth 
Italy at tht end of die lytb century* Alommnic c^tth wm nner than di« 
of Noricum and ibete it^rdfoTe a demafid for them. King Tlicoduric 

the O^fCrogoth permitted the provutdak in Nuricum {e* ;c7) to eidiatige ibdr 
cattle ^ith ibc AiouJani* It has already b«En pdntiij out tliat thrns was ako 
a flmiti^bing sbve-trade the btter^* The fat'^ouiable gaograpliio] 

situation of die Akniannic ^nlcmcnt^ ccrnint^mdliig ^ they did bnponant 
toads u^ier dir Alps into italy, tuust early have promeied inxrcoutse and trade. 
The Alemannii: bishop regularly appeal^ at the Meroving^ Cnundk of die 
flistli and sei^cntU centune^ whicJi were bdd hi Fiwikish and Burguodim parts 
of tlifl kifigddiEL^ 

The passes over the Alp tnust still have been epdte passable In die sixtii 
cenTury ; botii the tdnerarifS mentioned abm*€, and Gregory of Tours' account 
of the maicb of King Ciuldebert^s army (590) ™ Bdh^na and Milan into Imiy^® 
make ilib e^ ident^ and it is trae no: only of ibe West but of the East, The great 
alpine road$ were not desmoyed in the tnignaiions and were frequendy used by 
peai^eful cra\^IIets.* Ie was along the Pentebba road that die Roman population 
of Nodcum was led mto Italy in 48^^ when attacked by the Cenmms* And 
in (bat stormy age Venandus Fortunams jcnmlcyed £mm RuviMma and 
back over the Pidekenpa^ thmugb the land of the Baiuc'm and Alenumn! 
to Tours- He gave a vivid description of bis journey in verse,^ and 
(bemin w« team ih^ the Btcnncr nsdf which he ako wss quite pa£Stibl&* 
Trade w:ts carried on abng die Uuert during tile gitat umifTiecdops of the 
sbtth cemory, as we know from sn order of Tbeodork dn! Ostrogotlip who 
tixJt the part of a merchant ndibcd there by the BreonL* Wlierever detailed 
rtseardi i\Bs recently been nude into the Roman roads^ we have the same posfdve 
result.: they were not only maintained, but continued to give good service, 
especially to trade and conutici™.'® Above all tliey served as ebannels for the 
«pread of Oiitsuamty. Many tiroes already ihe importance of the Roman 
roads in *hi^ connectioti has stttm^y etnpbasized. It becomes particularly 
dear in Bavaria, where early Ceiman long harrow's (Reti^itgr^ier} have pen^y 
been tbund along these roads.^ 

Thus so far as technical oonditiorts were concenjed, a devdopment of 
trade in the early medieval period could hove token pbee, a:EKl contemporaiy 
sounoes in frict ^ve iroportpnt decalls concerning It* In k b forbidden 

to tmde with another man's sln'ei withoui the owner's knowledgE*^^ Evidently 
such CTide W35 allawed with freemeft, and was isni ifxceptioniiJ. Too Little 
cemsiileiufjon has been given to the inierescing fact reporad by ibc East Roman 
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Agatlii^s «?ntur>') (list rhc Fniiks lock over tradtn^ rigfccs from the 

Rcrmsm.* Mciieovcr* Jord^nea (irbgth century) ghes fbnhcr eviiknoc diai 
the North Gentian pecpla of Swetien ipiaiidijc^ a vigurouv fur-rnidi; \L’ith the 
Romans^ m uUcii the tribes of Inner Genrumy ai:i^ as iiiffiTincdkr£&= At 
ihiii dine dim intcittmjw between the Byzanfine Emptre 4nd the 

Scaiuiinsdvimi north; parts of the Goihk tribe of the HeruU irat denied ta 
Ctyrkum as welJ ^ In Southern Sweden, ami kepi up a CDnnrciiDn one 

Frtdegarius* acmunt of die FraokHi trade w-itb die Stsvii gives a cxiocrere 
proof of die extent of rrsde easTwands * at the Eiegioiting of die oci^oidi oeniury. 
MtireovcTj tltere was also an sudve iUve trade in the Frankish kingeiotn st that 
drae; ihe Omuidl of Chilons wtu obliged to farbid the sale of sb^« 

outsit the kmgdont of King Cbi'is II and it '& atso apparent that 

the Jews WTO ^pedaliy inimsinl in this Mde. In (he rime t>f King Dagobm I 
(628-638) the fair of St. Denh near Paris was a famous maricec, to vhicli merdmim 
lloclted from North and South from peat The king encourt^ed this 

foTirv of cotmnrerdat intciicoiJi^ by remitting cusioms duties for thtt mmhanis 
St fair-time** Witli the spread of Frankish polidi^ power^ trade w-as bound 
to Gictend- Tlit great conquests of King Theudebert (534-548), who extended 
his nik 10 Psnnorua and Judand, derserv^e specbl attention. At die begmning 
of the seventh century as a result of [be$e conquests, Frankish misstonartes^ 
such as the Ahboi Eusiasiixs of Luxetid (d. ^ay)j appear evtoi in Bavaria* It is 
theterDte no a^ddent that the Fnmk Semci was alr^y trading with thit Shnr 
Wench^ who !tad now become die ne^bours of tbe Franks m the Ease* 

At die end of the sbcdi century the Frankhtfc bishops took possession of 
the eccksisstical provura of Norictrm and drove Aquilria dul ■ lids, too, wias 
a residi of King TTaeudebcfi's subjection of Bavwrb to Frankkli tuk | ^ it was 
certain to lurve a considerabk eiTbo on ttade^ For the Bauivari cxtcmled 
(lieif leiritory over ihc Brenner to Bauzanmn (Boien), and wee in dose cojnact 
witli die Lemlwds, who liad conqueted Itdy. In the second lialf of the sbtih 
century the ruling famili^ had already stnmgdtened this contact by iruttmarriag^s. 
Then with Aripcri a Ebivarkm dynasty came (651)10 the Lombard ibrune. The 
religious consequerK^ of these connecdons are well known. Not only did 
Catliotidsm cross die .Mps widi the pdocessesi, but trade and wtnastm 

were thereby srimuiateeL 

The Bavarian folk-bw may be tq^ided as an expresiion of diis dcsidop* 
mentp nidiough its present form is not earlier than die cighdi century* A number 
of JES dfic^ aie worth Pt^nsidefadDH tD tliis connection. Ptrst, t^ concenung 
the security of strangers in the laud. They are significantly ^vidcd into rwo 
classes: those who sere travelling for pious purposes (prcfur Deidm) and diose 
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who are obliged to do so oo huamess ^ ; i-e. pilgrims * 

and Luamess roen^ by w'hich seno tradcfs aje eertaijily implkd. Aov Injustice 
to rii£m must be aioned for^ aa if to naiivca of the coumryx Sec ondl y^ jt is 
fcubidd^ to obstruct pubtk roads of foioiminicafioTi lo any way, 3 pnihCbTann 
whtdi appareody also actends to by'-roads and patlis (ptobably in die mounmins).^ 
Tlien there arc ibe demited deexees eondemiiig in stoten goodsr^ or die 
rKcivioi^ of it|i« same *; conoemfng the giving of pledges,* safe deposit and 
loans {tommodaui} for payment (m£rw%^ Undis" mis tide mention is made 
not cfiiy of aiumals but also of gold, siJveri ornaiiients and other w'atEs, emni^ied 
to nihtns to score ot to sell* and there arc abo regufertons about the rcsportsibiliiy 
of the pepon in charge if rhse thn^ are [ogT** and the coTOpensadon paid by 
him.* Fimliy, it is forbidden to give ^wiy or to sell amyiimg of dnubtfid 
ownership.” Very demiled rules am made ecinceming the sak of (unfree 

men) and it is ag^in fu£hidij£!n to do husiiiess with imfree fnfti 

Without ihe knowledge of didf owners*** Further, this Uw deals wiili die 
safeguarding of sales against impeachment in <a 3 Tise<{Uenoe of quarrels over 
prices**; responsibiKty for hkidm fbw3* die fulnlnteni of the agrsments 
confinned by a/rAo,” and finally the sal^uoiding of agreeuieBts emexed into 
before witnesses in writings” 

A survey of all these detailed deaw$ forces u$ to adrair that the legal con- 
dirions of commerce presupposed by these bws, in parts so highly developed, 
must have been quite different from ^ose previously ifloughi to csfal In Bav'aria. 
Here provision is made for economic needs which are incousisteut with die 
dieury of purely natumi and seJf^suffident economic units. Positive proof 
is afforded of the exiswajee of artides of trade and die means of exchanging 
them. Not only (unfree men and caidc) but wm regularly 

the object of sudi legal business ai>d were pid for in cash* This is confirmed 
by the feet that these taws correspond in many poinis widi the Visigolhic few', 
which, as we have already seen, shows that commerdd life w¥is relarivdy highly 
developed.** 

I bdkve tliai ihc ottcnraiinn of ecoiicituc lii$tury in gmera] Im been wrong- 
There has been too much emphasis on the Western {Kcustiian) origin of develop¬ 
ments and influences ard no coTksukraiion of the feo that East Germany 
also ciqicncnced direct inifuences from East and Semth. TJic iisuid view Itas 
been diat in dtfe early period the only appiodable volume of trade and cotmnera 
mkiog place in the Jtorth, among the Fmfens jmd Saronsu Uenoe they were 
tegarded as eAr lessl traders of the time. Frisians and Sajcons were regular visiiors 
at the oft quotod fair of Sl Denis^ even m Ring Dagobert Ts time (628^^3^)^ 
It is probable diat they prackd not only in the piquets of didr native industries 
(cloth and tidies) but also as middle men in foreign I have already 

mentioned the $bve trade in the Frisian Law.** Tlje (r. 80a), which 
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cetaitdy b Uiei* 6efAi^ fimllar comliiiisttfi* Hot wrs ^ee the pm^iSMin kpc 
the security of puUk trade,' die obwv^jice of comuKrcial agrecfiicnrs,* and 
evidence of a vigorous nwicunc tndcJ 

An early dcvdopEieriL of trade among the TliuringLifis may also be ^5$umed, 
Tlic connection between die Lex Angikmijn £t Wjeriit&rtM ft* Soj—and rtie 
Lex Jitronjan * poinis lo dti% as 1 h^e prcvioitsly argued. In the Tburin^on 
folk-biw^ atso^ it is fcirbiildi!^ to ^11 fteemeit extra (Ci tp}** The trade 

it>inc trML Thurin^ thmugli Hessen to dte Middle fthuie and Mainz, and to 
ihe Soudi (Augsburg) wss a very andeni one.* Even the Hemtunduri earde 
lo die Ait^buig marketSt according to Tacitus,’*' We should aiso tetnembs 
m this comiecoon the strife between them md the Chatti about the spring 
of SaEzungen, mentioned by the same author in the year jS.* 

As in the case of the Fdsiam and the ComitiEfipl SaKcnSi the geograpTueal 
po^Inon of the Aitgjo-Saarons likewise Mpfid id devdap ttadc dim m the earikst 
nines. The trade between Belptim and firiCBn dcscHlxd by Csesar ^ 
being very active-* In the lime of die Ronrnn Empire it develop^ further,*'^ 
Ammimus blatccUmus relates that gteai quantities of corn were ftotn 

Britain to ihe Roman staiion on the Rhine*^ In die KventJi oennuy there '^'3$ 
a lively traffit: between Ef^bad and the opposite coast of Brittany^ ^ ^ 
fiom oumcrotis coins found liere i Mero'vingian demrfU ate found in Eugland^*^* 
and Anglo-Saxon hi Btiiiany+^ Moreovet the lives of the Saints (Fiia 

a. FiMerd^ and dm of Coluinba), tiiH us that bef™ the Carolbi^an pericMl 
various goods, especially riodiixig f^ioes and garments}, w*cre brought &om 
Ireknd to Brirtany-^* 

In Edwin's tune (fiiM} tbe King'"s ptxj^on for the securiiy of trade 
and o{ tmvdiers in Britain is emphaslied,'* Among the diiding towns London 
(which alftsbdy had :in active trade in the time of Taolus)^ and York ate specially 
prominenr, then Bristol and Chester. In London wss aheady die attic 
nmket for Kent* As a port for crosaicig to England, Quentowic (near E^ks) 
was very important in the sevTOth centniy, when the number of pil^^hns jcitirney* 
ing to Rome hat! gr^^dy increased,and it ts probable that a mt tmimportanl 
trade berween the Briiii Isles and Gudibmd Itad alrc^y deveioped in dnu era-** 
Trade and commerce pby a oorrespoJidh^y important pit in die laws of the 
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Angli>-SijXon king>. Ii> in ilw London sixatm goods eotdii 

deirciixli?d by ifie cripail owry-r fiom iIk purchaser, who iKTught Aicm 
in good fattbi cmly if t» rcfijndcd the purcli]t&t pric^^ According ici ihe 
laws cjf In^i a nn^rdiiint caijglif sisallng das noi pay as h^h a hrtf as 
others dOj and none is required tf he lias acquired dte goods in good Biith.* 
ClfiiHy iiade b to be hm^jwed end cncroRigHL ifoitover, a purdiasef may 
return goods ^itMu tMrty days if be fiiais ihem imKitisftictory.* In Engbnd^ 
toov die siie of natives (both fiee and unAr^e) overse^^ is forbidden#* 

Tli« detailed proofs of condluons in the pre*Carolingian period enable 
us to depict the general dianicter of trade more accurately than has hlibeno 
been done. Above oU it has become dear thai the giresr esrnres do not play 
the [mponant and leading pan formerly ascribed to daezn. I believe thai in 
this tnaner the peculiar miure of die documeniary evidence has been misleading* 
Because wt uossess royal grams allowing etxfesiascjt^ estate owtiers to consign 
their wastes duty freej and to sell theta in the markoiSi It was imagined that they 
were the d:iief tradeis^ so far as it was possible for any ti^le so take place wilMn 
the bamework of the supposedly $df-sufficieai ecanomic unit of the time- Hut 
die fact those reml^mns of duty were intended only to apply to things 
acuialty cimsuiiiAi by the religicius in^fjtrttkm in quesiion has be^ completely 
ovctlooked* Anyrhing over and above these domesde goods liad to pay duty. 
The boldcts of such frivikgm cuuld noi trade fredy without paying diiiy» and 
this is expressly emphafiizod in die wording icselt* Here we must also add 
die canortitai pfahibirion by wludi clergy were foahidden to trade for gain, 
Le- for commercial profit-* 

Tills also explains the phcaomcoon that similar remisstuiis of duty were 
granted only it> a specific number of ships. Tlie smdt aumbet of these ships 
(tw'o to fi^'e) kd Sombart to conclude that the trade of the time was uniinfMamiit 
and even " diminutive ‘Fbe conclusion r inadmiHible, because this restric¬ 
tion of exenipiioa from customs to the personal needs of die ledpicnt * prevents 
us from establishing any conaection between it and the general scope trf trade* 
They are two quite different thii^^ A glance at the similar ranissjOii of diliy 
for pilgrims sliows that no general remission was efteewJ by these 
Charles the Great in 796 espressty forbade the pilgnins to trade beyond die 
measure of iheir personal needs; if they went beyond this, they wm 10 pay duty.* 
Tlic theiiry of the self-suEdcnt independent economy of the gr^t esmes 
cannot be saved by the asaimipttao that an itmmtiunal surplus production served 
only to supply the personal need for sndi arndes of cDnsumpBon as could not 
be produced within the domesuc economy.** Lay wd ecdesiasdcal loids in 
that period used the amount realmsd from dieir surplus production nut only 
to complcmeni dieif ow^o products but to puidiase luxuri^ such as ornattients 
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ami ipkndid ckiihes,* ataj also to eitcud d«tr b«d. Thus Gftg04y of Towi 
lells how a noble Goih wanted to pundme wbh the waionnilJ on au «nd«$£as^ 
tica] c^atr ^; and lie Tepeatediy spcalis of faehops who bought vanous propenkH 
(i^Uqr) to add to ihelr episcopd Lifidi.^ This h most dwly teen in the ^tory 
of the tneasuTc of King ChUperic^s wife (d. ^ho was obliged in caraisr 
its magnitude by e^tpbining ihm mucli of \i been boogl]i widi die rcvtnm 
£ran die hcimi^tcads given to hcr^* Here we have one of the cadiest ci^pkt 
of the acaimukiion of apicai from gfotind rail- 

Whai k the posnon with regard to the further assertion that trade in that 
period small in volume^ According to tills theory^ trade wus not urdy 
diminutive”^ but brougiit die merchants very litdc galn^ so that diey only 
just made their HvingK Tbeie wtrt no wbolcsile trad<^ but only “ b^gariy 
hawkers *\ people who haunt markers^ like these to be seen rtwiay in the bin 
□f small towTO^ They were “ pedhus and hawkers, who with ibcir crutch^ rfadr 
pack-animal, or their cart went finoiu village to vUhigef from one k>rd*^ residence 
lo anntheTf as they do to-day ht rempre moiiomin districts; small watermoi, 
such as have disappeattd tong ago from our rivers^ md OTHponed with whom 
the boatm^m Wulkow s a gmf slupowwr”,* But the pictute afFotded by 
die dixmocnts is quite diffirent- We already he^rd ofm rich tnid^ of Tours 
who in the sixth century bought a qtujtticy of wme ax a h^i price in Oikans^ 
and orried it away in Buel* The dmeii$ uf Venhm underto<di; business tmm- 
acdonf witii ^ i;:apiml of 7^000 gold pieces leni m them by King lluaidebart 
{l34-i4^)F ajwl so rt»c Ihitn ihidr ortgimil poverty |g the wealth for wbkb 
(bey were widely rmowtiedJ A Syrian roerctani became a bishop in Parts, 
because he used huge sums of money for bdbery.* Another merdWtt ^lid 
to luive owned a bouse which he umied into 1 church *; he imist ihnre&re 
have had other grw: possessiems. Moreover, die mercliant in Marseilles fk™ 
whom sevffliiy vessels of oil and bt wtm stolen at once, for wliich an urdidcacon 
accused of the theft had to pay a ftne of 4000 gdd pieoest** caemOJ liave been 
a ** beggarly hawker In Itdy as early as the middle of the ei^th centniy 
there were so many and such rich mercbsnts that for ihe purposes of the mUttaty 
levy m?r o?Jy were they divided ictto chi^enE classes^ but die ridier ones were 
aumonxed to take the field oa horseback and in heavy armour**^ Ei en small 
retail dealers mode e^maoniinaiily brge ptoiiis froin feir trade* Gregory of 
Tours* ^vory about the arvaridoos mendkant in Lyons^ w ho h^gati his wine trade 
with ihe dijirf of a tolMus and^ by dilimiig his wine with water^ remiloJ Ills wares 
*t sudi profit thar in a short time be made too mjidj, ior- 300 times liis ongmal 
optia], aBbrds striking evkience of Here^ too, we may recall die case 

quoted oben'e of the lector in dermonE-Ferrandj whose rich profit as middleman 
b retated by ApoUinaris Sidotuus.^ All these exunplcs show rharat that liiue 
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[he profit (rom ibe exdiaf^gn^ flf correspoftded ^ith the vdodty i?f tbeh 
CEtcubtinti. 

A himbrneniol errw of previous re^e^rch fia^ also been ihe vi^ ihai m 
tbit period ot^ndloons iri£ce$»ty cbt the free fydng of pric^ were tarVmgj. 
md that the miiiiket ^ a regiUar moefjng-pb^ of boyi^ aod sellers^ aid, tbc 
knowledge of prune co^ ^kewhintf did notevift. MoTetn-eTi com of pioduicidon 
eooid not be aken into cr^nsdeiatiaa. Tie sui]pltdt3', n^iukriiy, ard imtfonnitv 
of economic life in gettmJ fix^ dae lame ^-aluaf ftif all ot^-ls of gBierd isduloes^ 
and maimaitied ihat value in dJIlereni dbiricts and o^er tong pedotk.^ In aatial 
fccT, howc%er^ there utb no sedi oonstmey in value^ x4bovc all, as the ifaxumen- 
t3r>- evidence given above shows, the widespread isoiiitEon of siogje ^cimfnxdc 
tmtts^ wliich is ihc necessary conditiun of 4wch a constanE valu£^ never m at ed. 
If, however, trade and contmeroe were aciually much more de\'do|ied tbaii this 
tlicory allot^ thifn entirely dlFereru condidcw prev^ailed for the 6diig of prios. 
In pardoibr, the colbpse of Rjoimm nUe, tdngh^ m its train freedom from the 
oppression of olfidal caprice, must have caused a f^l in pries, hitlietto artificially 
kept up. This hiis already Ix^n codeed in Indy, wiiere prices f^ll considcrabiy 
in the tune of Qstrogoehic nde, especially for miides of genend use, ootu 
and wine.* We have already leimt tiiat an impOTOnt filature tn TTieodoiic's 
Liws w^as die introduedon of **£iir*‘ prices.* He insisred ihai they should 
not be fixed by otBcid caprice.* Arli^jmc and Tbwialuict* CtJ5“^ 

took similar measures, with spedal reference uj the eccpnornk position at the 
Etme of ibe failure of the harvest.^ Tms the acrual conditions of prodirctioii, 
xhe neccssirous conriidon qf die population, and, above all, ihe economic produc* 
tjvity of the taxpayers were at dme^ to be taken into tonsideratkm in fixing 
prices. The Einpen;jr Justinian adopted a rimilar porinon in the Ptagmade 
Sanction of 5H* prices were m be accoitUng to the nsirkrL* The advwn^ 
tagK of free prices would tlieiehy be secured through the freeii^ of market 
tnmsaiitiDTis fiSoin all inUrference.* As a matter of &ct higher prices were 
alteady being pid In lown marktEx than tn die counny for kl^ticd. prudnets.’* 
Thk was not only so tn Itsly, In the Frankish Kingdmn the bishops 
as tsarly as dte Uoimdl of Orleans (538) were vigunjusly upholding fair price^^ 
This doctrine of iustumpremium did not appear for ihe first aitfcc m die CaralLngian 
period* If we r?aiTTiin r more closely the folk-law^ on which ibe otd tLeorks 
of legal values and constant price were mainly baied, we ate led to 3 similar 
condusinn- A constant price was actually non-extstent. The V bigothic Law 
recognixe^ ^ IsIt price pritium} in ^es bodi of mobilia (/finnciph^ entile) 

and tnimobiH^ and disdn^tsbes a leser price (vi& prerram) and a too 

high price ** in comparisoiu Obviously it often happened that were after- 
wards dispuied with die excuse that the price paid was too low* This was 
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ru3w ddinitrly pr^bibited by hw.^ AcoonHsg to Viaigothic Iw the btryer of 
gold, silver, oman^oii^ md costly dothes, sold by OTWJr«as sratcn lo tmdve^ 
H these proved ro be srotca good^ is proiecied 3gains[ any impeachmenr if \n: 
hs3 paid a prciiam coffer™,* Le. if in good &ith he Im paid a price comspf^ndlng 
to ^ \-aiu£ of the goods. Ths; quality of the wares was therefore taken iruo 
cortsideraEion m imertio in fixing the price. It must be asijm«E that heie valu^ 
rian deperided on the subjeemve pmctiai] value of the goods to the tnptred panifs 
to case < 2 ( damage, or descmcnDfL* lo the Alcnoimic Law there ore 

no rigid legal vdues laid down for catde» die Tit.^ Uxx make^ this evkkat: 
SufTt/mu An%jt f n'^utei wUc Afimjr adpfptiatui fiutitJ- And in 
the Lex Bahivar^ aeitimawres art called in to dedde the Cost of damages 
to goods- Here dearly the actnd dmui!stao£E$ of ilw iodjvidual case are taken 
toio acQDunh* In the Ripuarian Law also, In ihe Imermuio (&i%ejhag)f if an 
animal i$ Inpiredp tt is to be valued at its worth wijen rtstoitd. The tvhok price 
is to be ferumed only If it is not uninjuitd,* while in tlie former cw tiie owruei 
of the fitoien goods receives less compenSiilion aocordhig to the new valimioa. 
The Salic Law- expressly recognizes the cont^fHioii of a iu^mm pr^tium. The 
Rachimburgi, ui a £3^ of Jt^At jketa^ i.e;. an ohiig-adon in legal form, ate to X'atue 
the amount of the debt and tlie debtor is to pay the feir price,^ 

Moreover, the evidence of the mrly Frani^i formtihriei should be con- 
rideted here,* and 1 would point lo a number of formulae, from which I think 
it may be canduded thaE there wss a subjective vuluauon ; for instance, the 
formula of Tcfuts about foundlings. If these were taken bock by the tea) faiher 
or: Inrd (in ite cast of serfs), ifie fosttf’-fithcT wiis to receive dther anodic 
sla^T of the saine value cjt the price wbidi the diiW was worth.* A funher 
example b a formub from Sens, which tn tiie text gi%^ the tmual form of 
of ttic and concludfis by a sancturns daiitse bying down the penalty^ for non-fulfil^ 
ment of contract of either double the purchase prict or w mcitased viilue of 
the jirride-*^ Here it is made quite cJ^r that die free fixing of pries was not 
unknown at that rime. Tliis is ^so CDufinned by the fatnini: prices to be found 
as eorlv ^ the sixth cdtufy.r We have already heard tlm ihc greai: Euntne 
b Gauf i0i) was cxplotiied by uterckuus and OTdcr$ to ruse imporumt provisions 
ftjom and winej.i^ Hnally, feocy prices can be found in that periocL Gregory 
of Tours relates tlut ibe Bishop Cautiiius of Oermont (d- f7i) helped the Jews 
very much by purchasing rare goods which they wm able to procure for hiriu 
They prewired deveriy by flattering his v?tnity, and obtained from him higher 
prices than ihe gcMids were wonh*“ 

Taken as a whole, trade in this early period w^as much more imponani and 
DCtcnrive than has been birherto thou^r, more espedally in view of the foct 
iltsif in this mancr also the extanr source cannot give even an approxiraate idea 
of the true state of arbirs. I liave alrady pomted out the lijndauiental importance 
of this great bcuna in deallr^ wiih the Carolmgian period.^ The 
tx jUmih was never of ksa acooimt than in tills mattef, because on ihe nnc hand 
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(h£ great e ccteTjgti cat espres from which mosi of the ctocuzncnti ona^tc hsKt 
little fir no teai^cin to cany on tfsde^ amd on ihe other we tm doctimertEs 
dirraiy livnded down to tu Ssxm % merchanis and iiadm and from fhow 
dreies of die pcpiilaiion among wbmi mch busmess was praunubly carr^ an. 
And the ephemeral cforacter c( doettmena ts in me namre of things, as 
Hp Bnmw &tst rcinarhecl with spedal reference to the ; wm leg;aUy 

intended to be destroyecL" 

For tbb pte-Cerolifi^an ^ we can pur the matter to die test. The prtsei^ 
vatioev of Grcgoiy of Tours' worics^ aifoniing, as they do, a vivid piemre of 
condmons in Caul, has added greatly to our knawkd^ of that couniiy at thb 
period* Similaiiy, Cassiodorus' and dte wntha of Procopius in die sixth 

century 3rkld much rich mateHol respecting Italy. The diston^ picture given 
by many economic liutotims ev'en tn recent dmes is pm!y due to the &cr dbat 
they did not take tbc trroble to eximine these comprehensive works, 

* "Zisr CcxhidUc TU ^ Wejipapim,^ ^ACidlr./ J. xsti, ^ 
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CURRENCY AND MONEY ECOKOifY 

(i) 

T he wiiidy^^iidd ihjcory cf tiic pdmitm sore of Gennan culrufre in pre- 
Carottngian times luis fwnd ocntsidemble jup{»oit m fhe getieea] oor^ceptious 
Ti^Iuch have prevailed cottetming rhe cumhcy of thai periotL MisM by 
Tacitus* wcilUhLAowii temafk about die ladi uf silver ami gold,’ ^tchobrs have 
goiw so far ^5 to hold dut the Ccrmaim^ both before arvd aficr ihc ndgradom^ 
possessed ndibcr a coins^ of their own nor Indeed any form of metal rce^nlttgJ 
Tlie faefes that in the folk-law's value m oampyted in texuti of tnalct and dot 
in UlJiba* ^cvtll-known Gothk tmnskdati of the Bible ftcunia is tnmsIaDed JaiAu 
seemed to cemfirm this view. It thou^t that the Roiitan coins in use 
among the Certnana accnmulab^ as treasnir and not used for making 
pyment^ After tbc mignitione and the fall of the West Roman Empire, di# 
economically tsobied Gctman tribes were ihonghL id have received no furdier 
appreciable external applies of currency from which they might have been 
able tD devel op some system of currency of rheir own* Thus rt appeared probable 
dm the Inner Getman peoples, long after the rnundadoa of their setdements, 
developed no system of money^valuatio!] of the gDods tn which they traded 
and whkh they usciL^ 

Tcnda}* the advance of arch»lDgical cxcavrafion has thrown an entirely 
new light on die stibioet Above aU^ the frequently quoted wxrmni^s given of 
the miiu^ by Tadtus musi nor be taken too literdly* He says himseir dm 
rite Getmans n> the Romam bad a high reg^ for money owing ro 

didr commrrdal connccticstis.* Tints they were alrearfy using gold and ^ver 
coins ar that time in trade, and not merely treasuring them for their owri sake* 
Moreover, Tadtus declares that they pTeferred silver to gold coinsi, because 
the former wre more suitable and oonvenieni to handle In small trade tn the 
dtmper commodities. Trade was, however, also carried on in more costly products. 
Moreover, we (md in die itself two pasages w4ijdi prore that the 

Germans of lhar time were already receiving l^e qnEintirks of moDey from 
the Romans* Speaking of thdr peaceful ocojpiiona, Tadms expressly sap that 
the rulers recdvi^ from the o^glibauring uibes not only preseru^ of w^eapaus and 
hones, but abo money,* and in hb desenptiem of die Marenrrutnnt and Qjuadi, 
he observes that ibe power of their kinga di^peuded on tbc support given diem 
by Rome, And specifics money as the most eSixtivc support from dtis 
'We may add die luimerotn accounts given by Rtudjui auihot^ of paymenet 
of money to German chiefr and tulexs, in p*rtiEu!ir the pnssi^ge tn 
whkdt describes Alex^indier ScvcnisT® mardi to the Rhine in which says rlui 
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the GcrfiLins had themselves been wiTlitig to sell ikkecc for czih tso rlie 

Roitpjis^ as they ** mcmey-f^mhEeis v* LiUidiint reflating to the ^nda 
of etiifis, righdy poinred out liiit undoubtedy in tli^ third and fauith ccntiui^ 
ormstdet^e iums of too&ey wim icm fitwn rbe Romim Empii^ so CErniany 
He emphasized ihc ectremely iinp?mnt dram of the Ronun Emperon Gmdm^ 
Valeniiman It^ and Theododtw In ibe yeais 379-^83^ winch forbade 
piinents in trade widi the barbaruna cm psin nf death, Tlw CcwJex of the 
^peror Jiadrijan (iv^ iSj, t) mctwiKnaifit these decrees^ shtrwing tint ihey 
wm also applicable at a laiw date, 

Tlic niiinttous RikIs of coins in Gcmtoiy in ihe last decades make it 
that the Cennms did not mertiy hoard thw Roman silver coins as treasure- 
The feet that gnsn. hoatds of oeasime liave been found liene and there has exerted 
too gfeai an indueDrce on this view^ for in additian to the$e many smaller quanddea 
of coins liave been excavatecL not only along the Imis and In ihe old Roman 
pmvinoes;, but tn a great many parts of Germany, and the$e cannot have been 
mfirely hoards. Th^ were de^y ised in irad^ as ifi the ttroe of Tidins* 
G* Wolff ha^ auggesTcd ihai these smaLt coins were left by the Gallu-Romau 
populanoTiy whkli remained in the boundary lands conqmed by the Germans, 
and dior, ^ter the Gemun inv^isinii of the had died down, and peacetul 
trade had again sprui^ up along ihc catf^elh^ die coitis came into use again^ This 
suggesiion has been ctmfirTned by ^evend mlicr arch*oiogists,* and nwy be 
supplemented hy a further observaikra- Among the fteds in the t^^rm of 
GcmiiimLi, wbidt date from the third and fourth ccnnmei, are Jeiarii of the 
Republican period, to which too much imporrance has been at^chad owljig to 
Tacitus' fiimous story * j bur the great rao^ of die coins cKavated are Jch^ of 
the same period ai ibc finds. Trade among the Germaua in the fourth cennuy 
included ctLanj' more tiK'er pieces of the time of Diodetian and Comtantine 
than of the Republic or the early Einpirt!-* This situadon developed in the fifth 
mul sasab centuriKp in proportion as the commercial uitercourse berween the 
barbariang ami Ron^ increased. In Frankish graves of the time silver coins have 
bfXtt found, especially AE^ae and kdf-riStjufltf of tlie Constantirtian and Byzantine 
periods-^ 

Tlius we may take it as cerdint fiisi, that for cmniries the Germans were 
femilkir with Roman opinage and leceivcd Rcnuari coim in tiade, aitel, secondly, 
thof th^ dionseHxES were amdotis tn receive Rinnan moneys and by Tto means 
onlv sil’v'er, in return for iheLr products- Cg^r tdls us that the Cennan remtory 
was open to traders, hut that iis iuhabimnts wished rather tOTsell than to buy. Tl»cy 
obfeaed to ibc iuiporauon of wiise^ oti dtc ground that h w'ould ^ftett the 
peopte^^ In this connection we may perhaps refer to the acootifit of Caracal la^s 
march against the Alcmannt and Chaid on the Main in li j; at that time dwre 
were w ith the Emperor m Genrtonia imssHigcrs from many German people^ 
even tJjose on ite North Sea and at the tnouih of die Eibc^ who □ffered fidcnc^ip 
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in renmi for nicirtcy-^ WhjCfl he ^igrcedj nmny ocbm who threatened 
bur were bought off with mofwy^ 

If the Cerm^ had b^en ikmiliar whh Rnmati money for if long rime 2 nd had 
a anffident af it, they had ai fim no resGcm ti> mint sny chrfii$dv». They 

rttav h^Mc avoided this not merely becauise of rechutdl tnabilicVp bur becaiw it 
was much ro their advantage 10 t»c the Raman oatns, for d:w$e uere in 
dreulanon throughout the wide teiritortei of rite great Et>man imperauw. Tliis 
lack of a emnage of their own, thoefore, seernsr to me to be a iign not m much 
of a pninitive state of cutture, is of the spedal rdatitinship of the Gexmaos id 
die RoiiLirti at diai dnn:^ As Jhidirau stnd mercenary' soldkjt in Roman servH^ 
tiicy liad no need to repJaix Rutnan coins euTretti thiougjiaut die world by 
ifidr own made at home. This becomes saJl mote eompmhettii^lc as che 
East Roman Agsthtas (sixth cenniry) escpressly idJ us^ they hiid laken over 
Eom^n tmdi^ It is in £iet a dlrm coiosequeiicc of that cTondnUify in 

cnlmral devclopinciit whidi has been depicted in this book. If die traitstdoit cume 
3 bom gradualiy snd ffom within, with German pcvetnition of late Homan 
instiLutions la:inng met oenturic^,^ and if there were no sudden breach of culnirc, 
tiien this lack of an indigenous Gemiiin cmrency appears merely to denotE a 
<x>niitiuatioQ and adoprion of die Roman inheritance. 

Yet another poLirical factor enicre inro conddemuon here- The German 
peoples, after ther setikmeni on Roman floil, became menihers of the Imptiiiim 
Romanum; and they also reco^iited (as did Cfovig) the tnle of the Roman 
Empire in the East, when they had founded dictr own stares after the fall of the 
Vp'^eitETti Empire ( 476 ). Here, howevief, the tight 10 minj tlieir own oomagje 
was not allo^^ to the subject and federated people. Even in the firsi half of 
sixth cenmty h a ibing unheard of in the East Romas Empire that the 
Frankish King Hirudcbert (yj 4 -f 4 S) BJiotild mini coins wiih his own name and 
portal-* Ptocopiua caprassly tells us ifut this riglit belonged to the Emperor 
alone and wa^ recogneied even by the Persians, wlio pcE£sessc 4 l otdy a silver 
coinage of their own. 

It is genefally known tlierefoix that, in the various Cerman smtes, first 
rire tmpenal coinage of the Extern empire w;!! ijniiated couts were minted 
accordingly. The stM:aI!ed barbarian coins, mimed by Gexmiuts tci imitation 
of those cf Rome, are not only very numerous but often diHicuit to ciistingtiish 
ftoiti tlhdr moddb* The^ are to be found tn all the dijforent Gennan staim In 
Italy under ihe OsErogoths, Roinan insriruLions and conditions at first remained 
unchanged,* and here the trartstdcFn car) be seen paniciiliirly cWrly.. ^rheodutic 
had gold coins struck, boih a toUdui and a tWH (one-third of a jo/rdbr), under 
the name of the Emperuj' Anasdstus, on which at fiist merely the place of mintiiig 
was stamped Tliesi, when m 497 \m rule in the West was recugnned by ihe East 
Roman Emperor, he had his monogram iiamped on the reverse ai the end 
of the insdiptiom He also had coms^ and li!ilf-jf%tfiw, minted. 

They havre on the obverse the portrait of the East Roman Empemr, 
and cm the reverse Thcodeuic^s monogram, riow In die centre. Copper cs^lns were 
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Mrtg nitntcd without ^uy maitioti of the Empmr ^ they have a l^rc 
of Rofiti! Vkilh the piUtirt of the foiming anrf the king iH; fitll TAesJoricus 

Ftx)^ Tlw OsHogottiic kings who foil owed him have left no gold coins, but 
n iin>« tiiH silver and copper coins bearing the portrait and name of the Eastern 
Emperor* but on die revetse eitlier the monogram of die Gothic King or h» 
name wrirtsfi in several lines. The bronze coins already the portrait of the 
ETDwned Gothic ruler, while the reverse, in tuiiodon of the ^man Impcndt 
period^ has an image of Victoiy ^ath the corresponding inscription 

BS^ for cisampk^ under Theodshnd, We sec how the political relatitmiJ lips 
^ith the Easrem catipite are reflected hine^ The Gothic king hnn^d himself to 
Bilver :ind copper cobage, until he wssi defuiiiffly teeogniied md Had an imder^ 
standing with the Eastcrti empire. Tlie Romm model was also followed ici the 
matter of But under Tlicodonc it appears dial lighter gold coiiis were 

struck, as we leajn from a compliint of the b^yguand at ihe beginning of tlie 
sixth cenniTyt who considered diemsclve* to luve su&red in illie amount and 
weight of their pay,* 

Tlte ooini^ of the Visigoths* also was at firat dosdy connected with tht 
Romm system. Tliere are in estsicnce gold pieces bearing the portnui of the 
Eastern Emperor, Tlic coins mimed by the Coihtc kings whidi Ivave oome down 
to IB are almost exclusively gold pkeea—tnicnrei bearing the head of the loy^l 
coiner widi his name and the tide rear as a Buper^erlptionp and various epithets 
such fta bscliius^ piiiS^ etc. On the reverse U the name of difr niiniing place, 
and SpinetiEnes a short remark referring to 5 particijlar histcricol event, as for 
example, CorJaAn &is optvudi^ or Ent^rita vicow-i, ere The great number of 
mintmg pboes is noreworthy; they are all towns, some of which (the smdW 
ones) iire no lunger in existence, Kir^ Alari c 11 (4li|^5C7) liad gold coins of a 
lesset weight mniied, tlie acoeptance of whith was prolubited m Buigundy in 
King Godoin3f*5 time (yi4?)r* ^ it ^tat ilje rc^ila^n of coinage in 
Spain ar diat period dpss zn a bad way^ for the Ostrogothic King TTieodofic also 
issued a re^btitui (541-516) n^ermg to thiU ootm try, from wliich we infer 
thai the cmneis w'ho ought tu liave been working for pubiic rweds were actually 
busy in the inrere^t of prh'aie people/ From late Roman mans * the abase of 
clipping and oihenvbc damaging good tuins of fiiU wd^ii for parpcKStt of gM 
was prevalent,* and people even refused to accept Widi of full weight, with 
die re?uh that thdr obligaiDiy acceptance had to be legally enfotoed/ 

Amung the Burgundiuns a coodniiity in coinage from Isre Roman times 
is dearly apparent- The iaioais mint of Lyons stdi contiimed m exist in the second 
half of the fifth century, and coitts of the Emperor Avitus^ Time ( 4 H> 45 ^ have 
been preserved from iliis source- 

Tiie amc is true of she Lombards in Isaly/ No cobs liave ccitnc down m 
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us fttwn the time of tlw first rulo%, imt twc have some bearmg dtc names of 
Eastern emperors (such a* Maiin^ibts Tiherins, 581-60^); these we, hawcv'it^r, sa 
rotigbly minted diat they arc supposed to have been the work ^ die Ixnohartk- 
Tlw tarlieit eoios be2mig tlic monogsoM of 3 Lombanl king hunself come rram 
Roihjiri, to whese wdl-knovm Edict f64l) mntmg is rega^ as a 
picrogarive-^ Thjcse parties made by the Lombwd rukrs consist mhiSJ\'«ly of 
tffmhsi (s third of a joMu) and reveal clearly difFerenoes in political dmlop- 
ment; in southcfB Italy Bytantioe iiuluences remain in the stmpi whifc in the 
north the Lombard cku^etisncB predondiiatc* 

The weight of these mmissi gradually deercased^^ ^ is ckaily sliawn by ^ 
tbiny-seti'cfi found in the esccavarions at Ibuz m SwiEEcrland in 19^ ndtidi 
belong mainly u> the ttmt of Destdemis* hifen< ^ fin fcnes^ as 

ihor pde gold colour shows- Besides theset diver cotn 5 are fouitd trom the time 
of King Peraarir ofiwanls- They are very thin planchcESt ai^are 

patdftfirm^ As they are stamped on one etdy, they may considord as 
precursors of the half-bmctEates, and they ate very hi wtighi. 'Hiere are 
also a fiimibeT of ir^rrdtd bearing tm indicanoin of ihmr mini of ocigmt out 
stamped widi various smgk leticrs {Aff Tj Pj C) aiul an open ha^ 
fjmanciid). Aitetupis have been made to interpret these as ibe nanies of the 
ofEcials of tile mint * or the name of the mint hut die term manoji^ corns 
from the Arabic *» and the open liand is gertainly not to be ctploinfid thus.* 
The wutti whidi comiCS before the name of the Lucx^ mini also preced^ 

the nam^ of other mins ofeec Aisndrs time. The suggestion has been 
hme that the which have the name on their coins were royal in the 

narrower sense at ihe time of minting ij& they were under the direct canttol of 
the ittng> 

An interesdng counEetpart of the Continentul comagie is to be found amcHig 
tilt Anglo-Saxons of die Bririsb hli=$J Here also gpld and silver corns were minted 
tn the eirly period 1 and besides these there were styms In Nafthumbria made 
from a mixture of copper, zinc^ and silver^ Cold coins are not numerDus. ^picy 
are imiiadons of Roman am! Fiankish codns, and some have runk insenptiortSp 
La ter, in the eighth <Enmi:y under King Ofia^ there are also htetauuns of Arabian 
rrm^usL GoH ODtus were irt droilatitiii in Kent at any Tate In the Second half m 
the ssTV'cnth cmturyi aa we see fbom the compariaort of Earcongotz, the dm^uer 
of Earcofiben of Kcoi, a nun at Fawmoutier-efir-Brfe, with an mif^tun 
The later gedd iwaffcsiii of the ilme of Offa of Mcrcta are not the same as this 
Kenfish duliing.* The great fbid su Crondak (Homs) in i8a8 brought to light 
numerous small gerld pieots, which dearly are siamp^ after the paiKm of the 
Merovit^an ttuma, Tlicywdgh 19-ii grains (’36 The words c™ 

atid mart are of Scandi&avian origjn and were Introduce by the Danish invaders 
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in the tunih eoituiy. Tlicy dawte not the csoms ihcmselve bgi the of gold 

xad ^vcr^ as does ibfl word puftJf from die Latm dicse tMcts we 

ean deadly trwe di* foreigtJ MhicrKM at work m ^ Bdthh Isles. 

On die wholev silver coins ate moio usisl b il^ early pmod; m wnn 
««jff is used foe them* TK Mommsen bos observed that in Engbnd and Iidand 
«e\-en] heanls of alvet have been fotuu! mainly consisting of 
whidi few silver coins of the jjosE-Coostandne peri^ have been disweted « 
wjv quantitv.* Soetbeer concluded from dm that in Engbnd towards the end of 
Eonun rule aJver money was moie Unportanc and moie widoy us^ evffi lor 
btge Anmtn ^otha pnmnoes-* If w= add ihai ihe ^gb-S«on 

also b<?Af inscriptions after dw Ronun paUfm, a comi^ticirn wi 
Roman oonditi™ h dear hem, n». TIksc silver coins bear the nam« of the 
Angto-Sa-von kings. Their weights vary betwwn y and at gjairn,* wtueb siiow-s 
a cKtjiin similarity to the welglit of the earSer ooniinentnl silver coinage ; th^ 
double in the same way as the and In a nt die 

Bale ««.rt is used for the Greek while ihe t^ is fo^ 

Miiduf in a Gothic document of the sixth oemury (Naples). In the earliest Kennsh 
of King ^dlelben («0(-4) » ^ = one-ta^deth . 

The snrn pinny {pmSng, /«m«/«r) appears in Ine s Laa-s (tSSa-^Sj?), ^ 
refers to silver corns. The eariimt simlvi^ pwnms ’L!' 

middle of the dghib oajtmy. Those found m ^ cssct 

suppo*d that dtis new type of peony was mnodue^ fiom a Frankisb^^ 
EhSTGug Ol&'s pennies weigh Ic® than *9 i ^ 

v«s mcnased, and under King AUmd ui die ninth omtuiy it ^ 
c^deably higherJ* Keary's theory' * that dw menum of p^im 
is a later inittpoUtioin or addition, because no penny had ai dm ^ ^ coined 
S England, is^ouhted by Chatk-ick » and rightly descrih^ by F. m 

uijMvmdng.** It is also not impossible ihat be gave dns to 

M^^T^cs were used as ^mits of reckoning below J Unfis, so d,a m 

W««e , aSdU, Mercia 4 went .0 a shiUmg.^ A “ 

two and a half Wesse* shillings." In the documenis of the mnib century dtevdw 
of large sums in pounds or rrwwmf is usually givw b ^«j," as iS 
in Fn^idi territory. We also find the term rAmn^ wbi^ w eome^m ^ 
Liiin but in value it does not msifnihle dtb^ the Roman 

coin of that name. None nf die winswhkh lcr.-e been found 
W it mav perhaps be a unit ofaccoum.** WW the word 1 ^ Rnaiiioni^ 
valui! {N<tr^-LeoJa it » erpiaj to duee Mercian pennies. .Wanmi, a tHin 
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firsi fovtnA Of the rad of tti« dghth oeoturyp mmm a cerain w^phi of gold 
h com^ from Arabic^ and probably crossed to Hjig^and ^ixsi the MoorisJi power 
in Sp:iin and the South of Frunoe was ar ics heigb^^ (Chadwick dunks it fwissible 
thai ir CAmt dtrectly from, tlw Qnrai:, with whidb tht Gn^ac tr4Kii:d«^ 

ll is equK'denr to jo praoe*^ From the mndi i^i^nfiiry die pound was equal to 
140 pence or t a wtift ^ dw* t pence 

Qtadwick is inclined to ascribe the diCcmioes m Angto-Saxon cohuges to 
their dcrivution from two dtfFerent sources: die Mcrcbn and Wot &Exon eoiiuges 
coming from the ^fe^:^vingian triodd,* while the Kentish ongipated in England 
tEsdf with the runic inscfipdons^^ This state tif affhirs nul^ it very difficult 
tp detmuitie ti® relative value of gold, and silver in England at that earfy period- 
Pfobahly the uiio varied-^ 

We must remember this when proceed 10 consider conditintis in the 
Merovinghm kingdmtL llerCf tOQ| diere is A link with the ilomim spiertL It is 
ncuewordty dial no coinage of Qwis* own has as yet been fyuncL At that mat 
antis were minbcd in Caul with the Dame and portrait of the Easnsii Emperor. 
5 ci/jfdi and with more or less distorted pomaiis of die Emperore Anastasius 

(4^1^ iS)^ Jiisdn 1 (pS—51-?)* and JuatinLin Cii7-i^5)i which sIlow obvious 
signs pf Frankish origin or mention a Frankish mint, are by no ine2Ens rare.* 

Here ^tso Byzandne influent was deosive hont the begiittfdngH^ The Jm 
S alica reckons % seti^ as equivsieni to 40 dirtwru^ But we meet with a difficulty 
Ui the fact that the eatzaV'atcd coins ait! of very li^r weij^c (0^60 10 
I 'uo grmsO 5 D that if gald 1$ to silver in value m 14-4 : t {as laid down in a Aeaot 
of the Empemrs Arodius and ItonortiLs in 397, wbidt Justinian incorpormed 
tmcfiajiged in Ilia laTV$), fort^' of dicse litde $il.vet pieces do noi acuia^ equal a 
gold soGJm of tite lime^ for the weight of the bttcr in the Easrem Empire 
4^11 gramfiies^ We tmist, however^ Consider the special developmctU which 
occurred in GauL For tltere, in the hrst half of the fifth century^, as an Edict of die 
Emperor Majodan in 4^3 diows, wfidf wax mnuedt die accepance of which^ 
owing to iheir l^Iit wcigliiT forbidden in the public esdiequers,* and ihey 
had no decuktion in Italy in the time of Pope Gr^ory the Great (59<i-6o4)- 
Tliere are many especially from Southern Caul and bemjng die names of 
the Emperors Jiistin IT (56^-578) and Mauridus Tiberius (53^-602), with a 
w^tgh* of only 3 -94 to j'te giammes or even Ika.* Deterioration in value also 
occurred so that these pieces are stomped as at silipeM instead of 14. 

“fhe Franks imimted not only die gold coinage but also the silver coinage 
of Rome. In graves in Belgium, Nonftera France, and the Rhineland, ihere have 
been found both Roman silver pieces of the fourth and Efih centuries emanating 
from Imperial mints, and also Fninkish imiiadons, so like die originals that it is 
often dijficuk to distingtEish thenip*^ Thdr wnetgju shows that the%'' wtm 
modelled on the half- and quatter-ri/rfta^ of die Romans-^ Because all 
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ihti kjidwji Frankish silver coins of ihe ibne ai« much Too lighi for ihe tk/uirmi 
of the £« Sb/w,. and al$o because Gregory of Tours does nor iisc the texm 
it ha^ bem assumed that the Franks in the sixth century had tio know- 
(edge of die d^ofius^ This arginnent cx tilemh, howev er, ili>is nnt finlify 
sucli a concliisioii- lx should be onphissirZed diat Gregwy often speaks of 
orpfjiui, and avoids the explosion sclLhjs^ using euwu in plaoe of itn* 1 
have already suggested earlier * that die dcnariwi of the Salic l^w b tfuruiected 
with those small silver pboeSt so nimOTia in Frendi cscavatiunSi which Itave a 
weight of only 0^^ to o^So graraneS- Bur diere are also Roman silver ooks, 
with the name and portnur of the Emperor Jusriiuar^ weighty 
* 73 gnimmcs.* If we reckon forty 10 ihc soGiim^ this would ^ye i4'to to 
ji giaizuuca i and this w'ould nflakc the Franki^i gold weifdi ^* 4 ® 

l-20y \( gold was to silver as to ^ 1 (which I thJnk probable in view of Anglo- 
Ssnenn concHtitins),* Acmally 3 mmisiui of the rime of OothaT II 
lias been founch wei^ng iKily o*S8 grammes, wliidi would mate the 

From tlw begitudr^ of the seventh ceniury we an? on firm gruunas eIjo 
excavaiions of df^wriV be dnicd with ceruriniyi A sUv'et coin of the tune of 
King Charibeft li f6a-fHjji) weighs 1*1^ grammes,* Thera can be no doubt 
t hat at die time tliete w^h a heavier silver cois^e^ due to the intirtKluciion of the 
Jtnarhis.^ A diange in Fnmkish coinage took pbra in the first half of the seventh 
century* Tlie decay of the old Merovbgian cobiSt whidi cm be traced ev w at 
the end of the sixth cennnyv neoessiiated a reCotm. New and muclt h^vifir stlv^ 
pieces wwe coined* of which only ta went to the Franfcidi TMa 

method of reckoning is known in the Angers foimufaiy'- T\ik new cOiM ^*^*5 
apparendy eifuivalent to the mudi deprtdaied gnid taiiJus in use io Am Frankish 
Kingdom** Thb tbeoiy enables us to dispense with die old aiiempt m explanation, 
w^hidi asnmed that there w^ a sudden reduction of all payments from 4^* m 12 
denarii • Actually ti is a tjuestion of two qidtc dilTerent dmuii ; and the new 
onefix to a silver shilling) was not identic^ with the old (onc’-fordetli of the gold 

Hiilierto tilts ^mdent FranJush dertaimr has been valued mucii iot highly^ 
My niudb Iowtt valuation b supported by die hitherto unexplatned fact of die 
anUxbig Iirnght of the in the Salic law\ which surprised eaiiierscholara,^*' ^Hte 

f^SQU for thise apparently " double rt^onings now becomes clear. Seeboiun 
comedy pointed out that'thi^- were oripnally cafcsbled m i^aru md tmly Inl« 
in The number of shilibgs was added, Bmtmcf ^ys, to distn^u^ di* 

denarii 3S such (40 being equal to a satidus). Here, 1 dllnk, is the best prool of my 
asaumpdon that t hp value of the earlier and later Jmafzi w'as hOi the We 

now understand the nature of diB transition tnore sdearlyi Tlie rejection of die 
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Cidlic m I^dy In Pope Crqgdry \ht mne th^t biid 

dtfptedaied to vsiW tn die end of the csituEy*^ On ilw odior hmA, a tiziatm 
of the cctit»gc liad 4i]fcady l>een cifected untkr King Charlbai fl 
(6^9-631) i the giefticr wd^t of die titfiafil of lia ptrnod whkli haw best! 
excavated trveal diit "lints the finit third of die sevenili amrujy was 
probably a perujd of rransitioiL I-imdiin also ascribed the change to the reign of 
Claihar II (61 and according to Ida virw rhe gcfiexal te-inmiditcdon of tins 

J^MJtrius among ihc Fianka dares from the same year^* At any rare there inmt 
been Impomnt reasons fof introdudj^ such a mc^uie- If ^ renacittber 
that Byzandne iniluence was at work amoag the Franks hj the eariy period, we 
cmi hardly be wrong in assuming that tc It was du^ the decisive [ropetus on 
this occasion also. We know now that the Emperor Hetaellus (61(^-641) had 
since 61 5 adopTcd a new coiaage and hstd caused a nervier silver coin to be minted^ 
the by whkh paymenis were ixducfici to half dio&e 

expres^ in terms of the old mins.^ Hilliger remarked that lire dU&renriarlon 
of the soHdux^ rcimd bter apEnong the Franks^ into a ja&Jus sun and a loEihi m 
argmio^ is on the Bv^antine modri].^! think it pn^babte thit the same is true of this 
coinage of heavy dunam in the Fmnkish kingdom* This is confmn ed by ihe 
£ict that the lighter Fmnkisli gold soIuS (rtf ^ ^UL^uae) also bore the Emperor^s 
potmiii.* It would be renurkahle tf the Stiver wmage had not been from 

Byzanntun sz a unre ^ 1 »cn we have evidence of dose political reladons with the 
E^t •, and of the wlLUngstibnilsdnn of the FranMsJv king to that inflLffiniC&^ 

TTie view that the new Frankish redt<itung of one saiidts to it JewU 
goes back to the sOvet standard of Austntsu: is still gethcrdly bdd. Tlie tribes on 
die right bank of the Rliine are said always to h:tve been aocustamed to reckon 
in this way. Bm the passage in dw Ripnarton Low (TtL xxxvi) on which this 
argnmcni i$ based cannot be t^en as reliable evidence^ as it lias been proved to 
be a Carolingian interpolMiomi Pmu was right in rejccring thk whole theory ; 
Ire GOn^idcf^ it imprcb^le that this influnce was ftli jn the eighth century^ seeing 
the FninS% at a mueb earlkr date when it musr have been stronger, had adopted 
the Roman gpld-standard as the basis of dieir coinage (skth oenrury)** H* ahow$ 
that the Ausuaslans 1:101 oidy had gold from the djae wlicn th^ first mimed, 
but also that Anstrasian mints were the first 10 com gold But ibc e^'idsioe 

of tile Rjpuarian Law (Tin mvi) ougitt not to ^ entirdy rejected* Bninner 
assumfs that it is due 10 an ctghlh century reiid$k3ru* The reference to a fixing 
of value which Is described as miipiimM would ibcutfare take it bade to pre- 
Carolinghn dtti«,^* and Hilli^ haa produced other evidenre from the first 
half of the eighth centuty vrhjcb pro\'es the saine ibing^ this way of reckoning 
may in fact already have been introduced in die seventh CEnimy. Vadoue scboliirs 
have deris'^ed the Frankish ^ver drilling of ti Jaunii from the old gold tremlisui 
(one^thiid of die It was a way out cd a difficulty wliich wc do rtni 
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tu-ndayi as tt Im been praved [hat m cons^^jticmdt of the d^picdiahjOn 
of the old gold jolii&is ( ^ 40 denaru^ it 'v,~ 3 S tmjw reckoned lit valtv 

to-: IS oiJy of ihe new Iteasiw JtmmiJ Tlie decisive faeppr h the Enoicase 
iu weighs of the Juiarhs^ which has proved de^nltely by excavations.* 

Thb alucmion m the Frankish cobizge ifsed to lx desaJhod as a 
cnmsidcm fixmx a gold ia □ silver TOUjdari* Acmaily there a double smiudud 
after as wdl os before the diange- usual splanation of the causes of this 
tefono * is abo ixioorrect. Gold did Uoz disappear mit of Caul owing to a scardiy 
of new supplies, consequcni upon the eessmioa of Dade tom West to £ast- 
For the Edict of ihc Empeoors GxMzaHj, Valentnibm, and Theodosius 
also incorpnriitrd iji Jmitiiiian^s laws (iv, dj, 1)^ shows that the flow of 
gold frem die Eastern Emptm to the barbarhiRS must have been very ^eat and 
that it w-as due to tbe trade widi ihc West. Indeed it b ckitr that dte barbaruins 
miisi; have pus^ea^ Urge stocks of gddi since not only was it forbidden 
Id pay Ebem in this metal, but the instrueiian was ghen dmt they should be 
pfifsuadfid 10 give up their goIcL Ii Is obvkms that the theory of a scardiy of 
gold is merdy hypotbetica], and is fnRumced by the older tliKny of the lack of 
culmre and the cesmtimi of aU trade among the Gennans^ but tr is untcTiable 
in the light of extsiing ducumem^ evidence, Gtadan's decree mates k evident 
that in his period gifrs and tribu^ by the Erapwors to the nikrs of those 
same barbarian bribs took the form of gold payments tneasured !tt tnuidred- 
wcighcs.^ Tile imtls of coins reveal that there w^aa a compacadvely large mimber 
of Eonaan and Byzantine gold coins of the fifth and sixth centuries in Northern 
Germany and in the Baltic Imids^ Montdius describes this source of supply 
as the reason far dx northern wealth of gold, and says that it came cHicci from 
the South, dirough Narth-£asi Gecuany (wiiem great undt have been made on 
the Vistub) as hr even as S^vedem* There is much evidence to pnove 
that predous meials must have been plentiful ifi Gaul ai the end of the 
smh centmy, not only Eimong th^ rulers bat imong the nobles and rich 
dtizctis. In addition I tmy rccalt my previous ncmajiks about -ni'ealtb gained 
in Hade (eg.j by the diizem of Verdun, who trere not aicepiianal) and the 
rich annual gif» of the nobis to the kmg,’ Tlx bomb of mDucy colkaiiKl 
by certain irvdividiuk were now once more put into cncnbtioti, espeebUy m 
the case of tlie gifts frequently nude by the kings to notable and inlinetital nwn 
Dtnd 10 churdies and monasteries, who for thrir part passod the money on in 
purtftnses of v^cus kintk, such as lands jirid serfsi thereby maioiaming die 
drculaiiofi of EEWjjacy.* It i$ nor mie dm from the midille of the sisfh century 
there was tjo grot flow* of gold inro the Fnmkish kingdom, w^heteas diers 
a continual How into die Orient by way of trad*.* The Arabs curried 
Byrnnline gold into Imly and Spain Sarrstiiionts)^ But tiik is true 

not only of those oountdes: in Soutbem Gaul nmnerous gold pieces were 
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cixoiliidng in second Iidf of the sixth ajid die first luiJf ot tile se^'carh 
OEnturics.' 

Thus die ever popular view tlm after die Eeform of the Fninki 5 h cuirency 
at the bef^irmmg of die seTiXtith cejimiy die tumtmg of gold otasedj diat goid wk 
used orii>'m hoardiiig tzeasLue,^ and that the newly-creaied Frankish dewfiuM was 
meant to tep!acc the scsrciiy of gold, is wrong. We need otdy open Pruu's 
catalogue to see thar gold w'as $till minted in the second half of die sevendi and the 
beginning of dit: eighdi oenmriK.’ To lilts we may add the infaTmfltion ^voi in 
ihe Uff of St* E/igius (c!h between dS9 and which b, howeverj, of Caroliitgian 
01%^ the nefinhig of the gold paid as faxes to the kmg^ A considerable 
part ar le^i of diese ta.^ mist therefote actually haw been In ctiined gnld^ 
even tn the lecond l^f of the se^'entb osituiy.* Tlie number of pbees in the 
Frankkb kingdom where coins minied tii£rta$etl during the tevemh and 
ct^ith centm^i* and the niim^ of these nitmetous mints ate mainly pnrserved 
upon gold coins (trieuej). Too muriit attention lia$ boen paM to the ooltis <^tIUlck 
under die king's name, and ii has not been obsen.'ed that there were many tnoce 
wiituiui iL In ihe great moss of McrCft’iftgiafl coins tsoly the tiame of difi ntmi- 
oQidal and die mint Itsdf are rceofdctL'^ Prou lias estabtisbed the £ict that the^e 
mittt-olScmls hist began to sign thdr eoitis, both gold znd silver^ in tfu^ secotid 
half of die sjxdi ottilutj'A Most of these niraieroos trieniej belong therefore to 
the seventfi and ihe first half of the eighth cenEuries. 

Oq the odiet hand, we muse have done onoe and for all with the view tha t 
alt the gold dowed from West to East, and timt By^anrium and the Eastern Empire 
were, so to speak, a great hoard of goId+ Nothing could be farther fram ihe 
truth. We have ipaite defmiie infornution on the point for the tkae of the 
Emperor Heoclit^ (610-6^1}* Tlic lack of ready mon^ was sordy felt tn die 
East zt that time, for the great wars swallowed up enofmou^ sums- Therefore 
b d 1} (the conqiiest of Damascus), and in 611 (die campaign ag^un^t Perda), 
Heraebus claiined the treaaufes and gold supplies of the Church for sate purpo^s.* 
'Rie scarcity of money under this Ernperor was vmy acute. On account of this 
lack of gold Dud silver Ire also undertook the minting of heavy silver pieces, 
by which the redpiems of ^&ycu fdt themsdves bjoird, becajuse the nmuber of 
coins given 10 dn^ ^'as tedtioed by kdE 

in view of these facts the reform of the ooLnage in die Frankish kingdom is 
seen to be not so much a consequence of the scardiy of gold or of a pi^ssive 
balance of trade, a$ an attempt to improve die coTreiicy*** The new heavy Jf^tarii 
were noi intended to replace gold, but ro serve the new and increasing daims 
of comnyerie and trade, which were much further devdoped than was formerly 
supposccL^^ Tlimr lendency is to increasa in A heavier ccinag]e always 
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has 3 r3voiira]:i]« elTect m prices Pfobafaly the working of the siK^ rpines of MeHc 
in Poitou W 33 ^ begun ar that tiroe,^ and tp^fcd these l:^vief coins to be productaiL 

We shaJi be able to form 1 more correct estmute of these events if wc con- 
sidCT more closety anotlier prohlum which is the gmt dcldte of Mero^ingbm 
mmustnatka, vk. the right of coinage;. Aa we have seen the number of coins 
beazing the king's natne is relari^iefy smolh Besides these there are also whai 
may be cfeOTibed as Oiuidi cs^ (manstn xan^-ti N. or focib «c&jw) ; bur mty^t 
af tliera bear ofily the mmt-inastcrS name and the place.* It bus therefore bem 
tliougjit that tiiefe no royal preto^dve of coiiu^e amiang the Mernvtngiand^ 
ard that minting wa^ fiedy atiow^ tinder the personal security of the person who 
ordered it and ^ die mmt olHi!ia]«* Prou thinks ihif not only the king but also 
the CJiunh Iwd the right to Issix coins; and that the latter ^ ooins minted in 
the villages and hnmesreads fvi^) belongir^ to tL This iinir^ponded to tlte 
position of the greaT by lords qf th* titnc, ’W' as the ri^n of coinage, an 
appurtenano: of suhIl ^taie$ ? I think we must not go too £tr in this direcdort. 
The fact that mmieroua and oftca scmll places are mentioned on the coins does 
ude prove that dl these pUoes were regobr minm !t has, indeed^ been thought 
that the mint-foasters pti^ tlirir trade wtuidering from plane to placed 

After w'bat has been already said about die meaning of vicut^ casimm^ and 
maihiS as cemres of jhe folk-communides, and thdr impottano! tn trade and 
commerce, we can no longer think simply in terms of purely seigneurial and 
esuiie activity, in the ^ense presumably of the reguladons of cb* Cc/fWang dt 
Yi/Sx, In miiny of these places there were royal pbces and customs houses. 
The bet that the coins bear their names pm^es that tKle in these regions cre^red 
an economic demand for Coins- 1/ k w^re only 0 question of sdgneuiiti] vt/Zor 
this would hardly be coinprcbcnpsiblc:, for the great estates were in the best 
position to Ripply ihdr domcsdc needs by thrir own production* Moreover^ 
the fttbly frequent mscription on the coins of ihe rime ts not to he cKpbinedi 
as hitherto^ by saying dui min ring earned on " for the mcommring of die 
great estate m qtiesnnn- Rsem at that time itnpHcd admmbtrdiiqn or ofike of 
idmmistnirinnf and revenue^* e.g. there Wiis the aihiikiktmiiun of the ^rrui 
{raciofixd} and the adtninj$tra£icni of the Qmreh (nafw ecribv)* 

I sbiJl ctuw try to soUts this ricklle of early medieval numLsniaEics in anorin^ 
way. From many places we have coinSt soroe of whiclt bear the ktng^s name, 
Qtliers the inscripticin rorm rfcc/ishe, and othets only tbe name wdth 

die name of the town.* Ihe same mint-master appears on coins writh the name of 
the and on those of the focal church-* In otlier torttins w^c find the same 
mini^masrer occurring on pieces baring the Iring^s name, and oa place toms 
and coins that only Lave the name of the town.* From Vteniui we have a cob^ige 
with the Empror Tiberius A o^ina LaurUnu^^ and a m&is bearing only the 
name of the pla[;^ and Lonrent Snnilarlyi ftotn Oenoont-Ferrand there 
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ate corns stmd^ in ih* tmm pf Kmg Tbisodcbm U (59^-611)/ and others 
bearing the mune of the same mitii-masier^ cc^iher nviih rhe name m the place.^ 
TIm! same 13 tme of Limoges UTidcr Dagobm I “od of Benoesac 

(LosoiSrc) liiidcT OmribcTT C6a9-^3a)u* In Poiiicrt the same mint-master 
(P'riderico) appears on coins wliidi have only the plaoc-tiainej and cm others 
ttith rada These facts teach m that the sinie mini-mastESS minted cams 

Dor die for churches^ and mana^tenES, and for the state. It U not true that 
die great estates had theit awn tegubr as Prro thought ptohahSe.* 

On dtb point we also po$SE$$ mfurniafifin almui Spain fttntt a dcscripdon of the 
nine of King Theodoric ihe 0 !»rrngQtJk (123-6} ; the king objeca 10 the 
abuses Tfhjch hovt crept into the in tiut EnintHnasrerSf who ought to 

be working far the pimflc bendii^ are codfinlng thdr acdvitks to the pro 6 i of 
private people.^ 

Mint-masters bdonged to die predoiu metaT^ «Tdu$iry and were gold- 
and sdl vemnJilts \ hence we imy use dixiimciuaiy evidence about these persons 
tn Order la elucidate the ptoMem- Particuiar now should be taken of iive ji^cr 
mtfijcx qisi pidtk£ proh&mi eit mcndoned iti the AlemannU: Law.* This generaJ 
and pubhe recognition presupposes a pi^sition in whkh, it is sutefL ihc man 
has nimed out wdl. ] may reiali the feet tiiac the oppression pidSem in the 
hierovingiaii period is ofteD used in tike sense of rrgmj,* Tlius U is possible that 
the TOcnt-master? required some such appioval by the public mnhiiTity for the 
practice of thdr indiistzyf cspedally if coinage were a royal prerogative} 1 think 
it likely tkai ti was. FurthAntiiTe we miist cnmtder the tiature of die goldimiih 
industjy* In it hired bbctir pbyed an impomn* part, but ihis nwme that the 
gotdsmiihs worked up raw Enaieftak given to them by private customen, and 
ww paid for didr wuik.^^ Both in die iluigtindian and jn die Viagoibic Ltwf 
dicre ate deems concetnlng die punishmeni of those workers for wages who are 
guilty of fraud in keeping back mmciwL and in both the gold- and silversmiths 
are cspcoally mcniionetL^ Thus we may suppose that ihs making of coim was 
also wage w'ork. Tlits would easily explain die eKpressioos mfi* fccK> 
mkdtf or iasilicL 

It is important diat wt have one royal decree from die rarliest Caroiingtan 
time, w hich refers bade 10 these earlier conditions. Here the king, in virtue of bk 
myal pierogadvc, ikes the w-eighi and number of the coins, and decrees that the 
minf-fEtaster trtay retain one shilling out of every twicnfy-rwo (which sliould 
be made out of one pound of rneml), and should hand ovo the rest 10 the Smuwj 
to wiioiti diey belong*^ Here wie akg have ihc key to the explanation of the 
Merovingian right <if coiiiage and die condidonffi under which it was 
^ c sesc that even then it wns possibte uoi ooly for the kin^ but also for private 
people^ to metal m the tuint-mastex to be oointd at tbidt eatpense, even duotigh 
3 royal pierogadve undoubtedly masiied. The king fixed die monetary 
and the shte of iht coh^ and the pay for the mint-master's wodu Tliere is no 
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reasotL to ckniEc tlmt the sune process^ was ciJSK?rriaiy b McrovutgiaT) rims;. 
As we tuive seco^ the first Oiroligmns tnodeHai] linanselv^K <wi die preoidh^ 
peiicxf in a\\ ihdr ectiBomic A glance at laEcr devdapmeuE^ wilt eiiahle 

us to iinderstiiiul die whole miiLter^ Evm in the penod of lOTitootal ooinag^ an 
assodaiioci (AfufqerAai££gtnosi£n) was given the duty aod |iiiifilcg)e of nujitutg 
oil the coins^ according to ooriditioa^ bid dc^wii by the holder of the royal 
prerogaavc^^ Moreover, in die Memvmgian period then? were several coiners 
who [Eimted logedbcr^ orside by sitk, as tn L}XjnS| ChidorHSur-Saone, and other 
places. We miy ojndiwk dui ir Tt-as an jmliisma] combinanon (GMjaeflK 
"nifi extraoidinarily br^ number of places mentioned on corns* 
musr dot mblead tJS, for in the time of the first OroUugiom coins were ohviousl v 
made tn nuny dtHermc places^ as we learn from a capicuhuv of Charlemagne 

In tiif Moovbgi^ penod we repeatedly hear of an aaiial mmt 
both on file wins tbmiselves * ^d in doaimenzs^ St. Eligms went m can^t 
by die mini-ma^fer Abbo he Limoges; he tells t» that AMio was director of the 
lUaie mint there^^ which dipw^ thit ibete was a definite org^nkation of state 
coinage- TJic mint-masier Pttscus^ whose name appears on certain cdeos^ is tn- be 
identified with a panicitkr Jew Priscus (iL ;Sa)p mentioned by Gregory of Tours^* 
fcom wluom King Qiilpmc (<L jS4) uied to buy coeily wares.- Tltf Dnianolua. 
mentioned with Prison on a coin of QiMon-sit-Saone b die Jornaikui rujtied 
by FfedcEvuius in * Tliis view derives addidotia) support from the feet dm 
according to the P 7 /a ESgn a dom^siLms works wdlh the ^nm^iarius in refiamg 
and pteparing the ^Id reraved as taares.* Thus we have finther hdp towanb 
SDjvpig file problem of die control of coinage. Obviotisly* die witiage 
was fanned to Priscus^ just as later on odier ridi nwrehanEs who seeined suitabfe 
for file purpose (for the supply of material remiired laige sums of money ami 
spedd condtdom iind oppormriities) farmed the mints,** At die same ti™ 
we see dm their acrivides were subject to the comrof of the royal finance offictaU* 
In this connection i should like also to idendiy ajiother mint-inastjer who appears 
Oft coins ol Tours ** ;; here he is called ” Domniglsefc Hue Gregoty ofl’oms 
often tnemlnn® a Dotoigiselij^ who was sent as ambassador to Spain by King 
Qiilpertc id supervise die outfit and dowry of the king s diiQghta'*^ On another 
occaaicjfl Gregory' speaks of iiim and the odier Jucta tt camtrariL^^ Tlib points 
ddtmiely to an official of die royd treasuiy^ or finonirial adminbtratimi* More¬ 
over^ the iianie Ebroiiiiis round on coins should bt noted in ditti <ainiieetion. 
It lias, probably rightly, been tekudfied witii the well-known mayor of the paboe,** 
on wluch was impon^t In die admlnistradoii of icyal finanoe, He al^ 
appears to have had ck^e of otticr fisisJ 
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Tile vLcrw of S4mie adwliii? tlm cfktmigi wnd fretdy allowfcl Ln Merovingisd 
times j$ aJiicr contradicted by the ^ that ihe mint^mastcr^ were probably 
subordinate to a montmrius fnuiipmtt or as coins of St- Remy seem 

to indicatie.* TJie^* would diett be ootmuissioned by dus SeuiR and bound 
by Im reRulatioTis- The bttnr wim usually cardulty obeyed, as we see 
from the tedmkaJ uiufoinuty of Merovii^^ cQumge^ wbkh, in spite of 
the numerous mintSj b much superior to the dsudeory spedmens of Uier 
tiiues- 

As early as the Merovingbn period die Jews to have bem dosely 

com^ted widi this indii^tfy; Jew Prisros has already been moitioticd. 
They certflinly played an important part in hnajiciaJ control among the Vbtgoths* 
The third Coimdl of Toledo (589) opposed this and demanded their removah* 
Their po^utton in other pro&^ans under the McfOTingiam, as rich merdunts 
and tradeis, especially itt dzuaineiits and costly goods^^ makes it not unlikely 
that they often fanned the minis there too. This is confirmed by a decree 
of the Carolirt^au pecioth ihe wdl-known Q^kulari dc which oidm 

that no Jew shall hm a mint in his bcusst^ The deciee has not hiihetto been 
cleariy undcTSiood and now takes ila ri^t place- Moreover, we liave a demand 
from the Coundl of M&con {|8j) • that the Jews should not be entrusted with 
die administration of customs. 

Fmally^ a won) cm the huilton standard. As we know^ this exbi^ in 
the Roman Empire, but we have hitherto had no evidence of it for thfi Merovingian 
period J 1 think I can produce an example now^ from Gregory of Tours- He 
describes xn detail the Saxon iitvaskm of Gaul in 571 and the plundering of ihe 
Avignon dbmet. When the Suxons reached dw Rlibne die Frankkh Duke 
hlummolus opposed them, and forced them to ransom tliemsds^ with a Urge 
sum of tnonty. It b tbw related * that for this purpose they handed over 
reguli^ wucLf ^ ouju in Ckrmoni^Ferrand, ^ far no one has explained 
the impoiratit word Any mmibmatbtf or anyone famiEar wiih mmlS' 

mahe cemunalogy^ can liowever luutex^rand it at onoc- Re^ulaj b the immtnted 
meial^ the so-called " mint-king " from w'hkh the separate chip are taken for 
the coinage. Tlie context of the showi^ that thb view b coiiecu It 

has just been explained that the Goths paid Audai nwnMlifffcrti miri /mlm fur their 

freedotu. Here therefont there b an audthesb to minted golci We may in 
feci think of gold bais^ These were incka^ Lt stamped ^i^th a mark^ 'fhus 
we can understand the rest of Gregory's story. No one who saw them could 
have any doubt diac they were aumm pr^atum ^jrairnmafrnrr^ as they were 
also the colour of gold In realiiy they were only bronre and the Franks wme 
deceived : asiTLvn « oap wccipi&jiti* 

V 7 e sec therefore that gold bullion bearing this kind of legal nmrk was 
custumaiy m the Merovingkn kii^dotu and was in geEierai drculatiim, smoc 
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it was accepted is payifienr,, ind its implicatfcm was ob^iotuJy imdcrsiood- 
agBitif QtmdmiJty with the Ofganti^tkin of the hit Rotnan empare b appotent.^ 
The Franks took over die spndajtt from the Romans. 


(i) Money Eoohoaiiy 

The early medieval period, up to aod evea tnetmlmg the Carolinian 
Ftfts boeti regarded by almost all coononiie hbtoriaiis as a dine when namrai 
etsMiomy prtv^aited 4 iit when money economy was .dmost etidrdy absent. ThiJ 
view was to some orteni cottneoed with rite various iheories which were li^eld 
ocHicernJng liie economic aedvides and die dvjJbaiion of the Germans^ If the 
bteer were a pdndtive and pttrdy agrartait people^ then within that mod^ anij 
oompleicly Isokted Lcmsdiold economy ", where cadi man produiced all his 
scanty requimraents for lumsdfi mon^^ would iippesr to be ^te xmim3es$Ar\\ 
Tiic little that a tmm needed firoiii without could be obtamol by bartmng lits 
own agricultural products- At 3 dme wJien tb^ were presumed fu be no 
towns^ or when ^ch as did exist were of little economic importance for the 
eommtinity, and when the great estates were becoming mote and more dominatiLt 
tiicre was no reason to mtroduce money Transactions jo ttadfi and industry^ 
siRce they existed only within the framework of those great esiates and were 
unimpoirani at that. This uniform picture seemed to be borne out by Tacims^ 
accounts of the peculiarly German dLsdain of money and their SE^dmtiem 
of cattle for coinage as a mediwn of cxdmnge-* 

Almost all the hypotheses frons which these theories sptang Have:, one 
after the oihcTi been prowd rcccnily to be untenable^* Let m examine the 
conditions in more detatL For Italy mcent rtseaich has to smne extent deated 
up the question- G« SalvioU in [901 made a spec^ study editadhm econornk 
conditions in die early peritxL* One of the dtief results of his researcii was 
to estahlidt die fact that loJy then, as in the preceding Roman p^od, was a 
land of ttrwns^ widt an urban civilization and economy.* He pomes out diax 
the mtmidpd oi^ganizadon of the Romans wa$ praerved and r^pected by 
Ostrogoths and Byzantines Ostrogoths and Lombards used the Ra man towns 
ai the main pivots of thcir rule- The town w'as the centre of iuduitry and trarie, 
and the cattntry wa^ economically dependent on it. Afpicutiujal produce was 
brought to the towns who subsisted on it, and m return the ooimm-tnoi took 
away the industrial products which they required^ The household economy 
did not in any w^y impede this econumic counccriou with the cow^n^ for 
numerous articles which it needed could only be obmined thetep* Even 
after the Lombard invasion there were merchancs in Italy.^ A passage in the 
letters of Pope Gregory the Grcai ■ points to a decrease in the lumiber of itwfustries 
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^atried on for but does not imply tkd ihb kind uf trade oeascd tmrireJy. 

" Iialv never vent over m 4 wy^xm ot pure ndtural eoanamy/* L4tci'm, it) 
the dtvejiih cenutry, wlan there is pioof pcsitive of die cibieiwe of hanking, 
the trade of Wesiem Eintipe appears to be oot>oeat£3ti!d in Italy. Tiie 
fact discussed above^^ rhoi in dte Lombard period^ at the b^innjrLg of the 
dglidi century;^ the rt^otLxi&ra were 4 accOTEling to dietr wealth, 

and liable fur militia}' st^nhcc cortespafiding lo its meofure, beyond 

doubt that this view i$ correct; nor muat it be forgotten that tltc Jews wtse 
money cliongers^ bankers, and But the stmadon con be suU 

furtilcr darUitd* The Byzantme nJers^ alter thic collapse of Goihie rule in 
Italy, introduced a series of new and sweeping ec!CKiamE4: measuies which deserve 
espedai eansideiadon. After peace W 3 & made In for Italy and StdlV;, the 
Emperor Jusdnism allowed a five years" moratorium for alt loans n^otiaied 
up to the hiv’asiDO of the Franks (^51-3)- After this rime was up, the debmr 
had the right eidicr to offer half the loan to the creditor, or to rdinquisli haif 
his property. Jusdanion rays himseir that he made diis decree the request 
of all Itajy The view ri^t the decnK was (;hieBy promulgated for die protect 
don of biidowntng class seems to me to be open to ccmtiadferioii m view 
of two of the te^laikms efobodied in II* IT inicks gKcn as pledges for the 
debt had pcridied in die collapK of Italyf the debt was to beeanoelCsd, ths aeditnr 
lost his daim, and the debtor lost hia acifon for the return of the securi^ (uriw 
pignmtiirta). If, however, the credhor sought to osnosil the pledge, out of 
d^re for grin, and alleged! dm it Jiad perished, for the ubviuus reason that it 
was worth more than the debt itsetf, and if the debtor could prove this, theu 
die credUor had to give up the plec^ and cancel the debt-* It is quite cleat 
dial this measure rims at protecting the debtor and not mainly the cr^ttor^ It 
shores I low the mass of die popubtion, the small peopte, who obtuned oedic 
by meins of ptedges, were esepioitfld by mooeylepders- Tht^ were piobahly 
the merchants, if any doubr os to the intenrion of th£ decree sdll perrisis, 
it will be settled by riae prolubition of ioin^ at compound tnicreft wliich is also 
found nmong its reguLitiorts. Thus it is plain that the pnunioe of money* 
lending was widespread and that in tinte of peace the popuLntiort must have 
fouELd ii possible to pay in mDney. There h no mcnticiTi iinywhm of payrucni 
in kind. 

Tltere wTie, ihcfcforc, urban moneylcndcis and mciclLuiis, wlio must 
obviously be conridered as war ptofiteeis, since they openly proftted fituu 
tite economic scarcity ousetl by war- But bow oould chey h^ivt boug^u up 
sudi quanriti^ of com, if they were not already woaltliy capitalists ? If dw 
landowning classes had really played ihedomiiuuing pan in economic life a$rigrtfid 
to them by die manoriii theory, dien this would doubtless have bocn tlu most 
advoniogeous nuommt for tiicm to sdl ibdr agricultural and other produce. Are 
we seriously to bdie^■e dial during the wax, and at a dme wlicn then: w» a btg 
demand for com, didr estates produced little or nothing ? 'flie letters of Pope 
Gregory the Great (590-^04), of which a single one lias beeu used ss the bosk 
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for swTcefNfig cunduskim siLwn ike jibsenct of a caoncy econoray^ ane^ Tiitca 
is^ a whoJc, iJje dcan^ evtifcfioe against iJiiftse untenatife hypotheses. For th^ 
show Ml only fitar it tfars tiiM trade dourished in foe Itilbn towns.* bui in 
pardaxkr that busine^ was s*trry laigely transacted in money* Above all^ they 
prove ikat there were Jewish connmnjidcs tn voriems fowi^i and e™ m the 
imalkr ones^* In Palermo the Jifws were nor concemed only in maritniK trade. 
They received money for this bustnes? &oni various perwru, tududing even 
papal oSdoK on loan -against proKtissory notes (cdifTwnij) *j and In the r^i 
of Sidly Jews undenook monetary transaedans on a cottsider^le sralfit to wliich 
Chrhdan ^ridovrs ’n-eias also inveSved-* The jewa of Naples boiigjit sbv^ tn 
che markets of Gaul, psKtIy on csommission, for officials of ibc sate adaufilatraiion,* 
for winch purpose icy made use of tbetr Mow-4Klfevm in dm eotinity (e.g. to 
Narbanne).* The Pope himsdl amacd the gejd which lie drew firmi the Gallic 
Piurirnoninm to be invested in goods puicbasable iheit^ such as dothes and Anglia- 
Smot 5b^*es, in Older to avdd loss im die achmge,’ as the coins had not fall pur- 
chasii^ value to Italy,® W« see iliat in Gaul, too, there was no puitly natunil 
eamomy, Tlie revetmes from tile Papal possessions wete paid in money 
ard were u iH for punit^tng necessaries, ^uch as clotbes, in die EiwrfccK* f have 
already shown dmi die Jews carried on t^e and were concerned in money uans- 
acdtiiM in ilw Vi^godiic kingdom, in Spain* and to the South of Fran® and 
these docnmetiis afford further proof of the fact* for Pope Giegpiy? tellers 
mention them in Narhonne artd Mafsrilles.** 

Besides the Jews* the dcigy, too,, were oonconed rwt oidy with trade htiE 
also with money trartsactiDtis, and the Cenndt of Ukttb ofpos^ thh-** TIk 
hrrpietil occurrence of money loans is tndicabHJ in the laws of King Euric 
485) where, followif^ the bte Roman method, the mre of inurat was nsced 
at a maximum of per cent and crerlitois were forbidden fo exploit the potwy 
of the borrower by their exactions. Evidence of die wide ext^t of a money 
econofiiy is also foimd in the legulsdoi^ (mentjotied before in another 
necdon) concerning the lejecnou of coins wJiicli were hetow standard# It is 
obJigatory to accept corns of full value (ixtiuS as well as ^anhuy^ but ai the 
^ame time the lim gtvtr finds it nieccssaty to impose puruahniaits on those who 
demand spcchd payreOTt for cxdlongtog cotos**® Here the late Rotnin law 
was taken ^ 1 modei-*^* *\tisoftE die Burgundians wc find simikr tegulatiotui 
ccncemtog the duty of accepting gold coins of foil weight,*^ die scIIct who refuses 
being threatened writli the loss of Ills waret 

Similarly, in Gsiul htwh Jews and clergy were alfttdy in the sixth ceni^ 
concerned to ibe money bustoess- In f jS the Council of Orleans was obli^d 
CO forbid all ttegy, fifom deacons upwards, to lend rnoney at inters or to trade. 
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Like prnfeiioTial modiiinis, mil pf grectl for “filAy lumeTlie OiuncH 
of Miicoci (i^j) decrtetf ihai Je^'S ^Ismild aat be taistoins officials-* Atui ilie 
Coiuidl of Ctichy busied iisdf also 'with this <piestkrti; bishops^ 
and deacon!i were forbidden to soct mtcrat from their debtof^* Tlie pro- 
hibtuon pf ds* acqnbidoji of ffiffiy lucre revEaU ihe deeper meanitig of this 
decree. The evidence of money-lendij^ * affisrded by i passage in the records 
of ihe S^mod of Orleans (which. 1 qttoied earlirr>i is bc^me om by otlier 
smiTces of the dme. Waits has produced numerous examples from die 
MeiovirsgfcDi fonnulu wLdch show ihat the temi hnejkm pr&sttim was \13ed in 
the sense of money-lending,* Not only do these prove the accuracy of this 
tnierpretation but also numeious other passsiges m die formularies* make ir 
dear that ruoneytending was a common feature of ewtryday commence, and 

mpposed to be temdueud acEpTtljng to the rules bid down in these fomniljae. 
The antitbesls drawn between die clergy* and lite profissionaj merckmts in this 
eondliac decree shows, moreover, diai here ffic higher clergy are fothidden to 
do something w^bkh die biry and espedaliy the pnifessioml merchants ofien 
did, md which even the lower clergy do. In bn, ha%« proofs 

dial the laiter actually carried on business for profit, eg, the lector in Cleimuiit- 
Femnd, mentiDned above.^ F. Schndiier's view that ti^ura does not prove the 
existence of dealings in money at this dme is Ltnie£kab 1 & He rhmlr^ ffiat only 
very small sums were involved^ most of tlicm not even coined, but consisdig uf 
gofd and silver measured by weighL The cieditore were large landowners, 
the debtors small peasantE^ and the caux war, famine^ or legd fineg- Tile use 
of pledges W3S r^aided more and more as a matter of opuree, and interest oedy 
omimd at tiw banning. Liter on, aacordtng to him, die btter was not prac- 
tici 1 | and loans in kind took Its p}.ace.^* But motr of fcFrnrube do not relate 
to ** very small aiziouiits ** in, raw metal, but to larger sutus, for example 
a poimd of silver m a number of shillinga-* We have also other sourm whidi 
show dearly that it was nm oaly ** very small amountswhich were lent, and 
that tlw debiore were not imJy peasants m tUre needi so that no iuteiest other 
ihiui their own labour waa required. Gregoiy of Tours rebecs that in 
two Jews and mo ChrEsuans cat™? to Tour® to oollcct prmilssary notes gven 
by a subordtua^ coimi (veformr) ami a fomnir coiuiL Wlieci the four credJtora 
w'cre murdered, it appeared that an ofStaa] pf the loyal fiiULiioa] xdmiiustrattuft 
had taken part id the crime; and he h abo said to have borrowed from die jews,** 
It b expre^y meodoned that usury "" had to be pai<L“ We see thertfore iliot 
nobles and piusotss m good positions boirowcd itioocy from the fews aud paid 
tnieresc- 

To this mmt be added the general ptetnre which Gregory of Tours gives 
of ibe mxcenal ctremmtanoes ofsodety in Iu3 dme, Everywlwre there is obviously 
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a lafge quamity of gold imd dl w in the poscsion of privAif pcr^onii. Tlic 
higli ftgune of ilie fines iMniJonaJ by lum a^tin md (4,000 to 16,000 
cks^rvf! $ped:d nntio&r Sbiibrly, br^ sums paid to acquire bi&liuprics ^ 
;md wi^rldiy oifioes.® Morw<tr, ih^ J^ly [swRO bmugjit by nobles to dwr 
king cludly consJsiad tsf ggJcI and sitver.^ Gearly^ tbe more prosperuus dass^ 
had large aiims of maoey at liidr dbposaL 

Tbc attune for gain and in partiailaf the gieed for pecunisty ptofix emerges 
ai die most diajacterretic motive of economk and potincal activiiy* Gregory 
ofTour^ repeaiedty mentidita the db^^:a£dui lim for gold,* af whJdi the c»iindess 
utdtvidxial cases which he dtes afibtd pracdcal examples. A forttinfr^tetior 
eazn$ goJd and silwr diiiiy by her aoiviiies.* A merchant of Toutb in the wme 
trade, on his way home from Od^s li-itb a large sum of money after n^Esaciing 
his business h menially killed on his journey by Ids servanis who coTi'er the money.* 
A S>Tkifi mco’diant in Bordeaux in offers :^oo gold pieces in order 10 \x 
allowed no keep the relics which a powerfiil ta^irum wishes to t^ike from bimJ 
CqndidoiLs were still imdi the some in the ^enih centnryp The mayor of 
ibe palace, Ebrolti, ts desaibed as » greedy for gold ihar cFidy those who brou^t 
him more money than the other side obtuned fusdcc fiom him.* 

^Fhc Merovin^ait s)^tcm of taxadot] b another indireci proof ibat merm^ 
WBS in general use at that timcp It is true that this matter is stiti somewhii obscuTe. 
TIk old view* tliat the Germans knew notbing of taxisi b also held wiili tegaid 
10 die Franks, wfio are ^aid lo have refused to recpgmKe sudi obligations.* 
F, Dahn attacks tbb tow, basing his arguments, which xdl) oommanil too liule 
consiikration, on rich mafemt drawn ^rom the and proves that the 

Roman system continued In this sfdiete and vnas adopted without alteratiofL 
by the Fracikg, Not only the land and trade taxes, ciasmaM^ tolls, and bridge 
l^s, but also the head-tax were all levied In Gnul after tbe Frankbh conquest; 
and the old technical lertns were stfll b use riBcrcr, ^cxircir, 

etc.). Taxes were public and legal obligations ^ and a royal prerogative, and 
were paid in money.** They were colleaed in eacli Gau ** and brought in the 
foriii of gold pieces to the fopJ treason", afeet they had been refined by ifie 
mini-inasler In a fumam** TTiLs process, still kepi up in the sevendl century, 
goes back to a conftinino of bn- Roman titnes; for in 567 the Empraors ViSen* 
tinliin and Videns had decreed that the tuxes when oollcixed should be melted 
then and there, and tl^r ihe ptire gold therelftirm should be dtdiv^ered lo the imperial 
treaswry.^* TsPtO were z$5«cd upon tile individial civibtef, the urban disuias f 
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lU the in Cml wcrt to psy iHcm,* ns iro Chtaii pmp«ty, milcss 

ihr lung Itiid gfanted ii frredfini frocn raxaiion by a sprctil priyiligiiK^ Only 
the mnn who paid no Und Ciix w» Ibbk to pay tiesd-^ux i he wu probably 
one of the snullEr people^ » tras Jn^y the g» b Hotmn rim», and thia 
li caine about ihat the liability to Iiead-iax was ctrmldeixd a sign of in&rior sodnl 
positicrru* It did nat^ however, shut the door to fhoedom i nihcr it was frcet&eti 
who paid raKiCS, not serik Wr nenv otukritiiTid the iductan^ie of the Franks 
to pay ; dury Bdc that ii lowered ihefn socially.* Tltis corrects the 

vkw^ ■ that dw free Franlca were on prindple and in ^neial freed from Lictid-tax. 
AoDther exmnpk fsiay be c[UOted in fivoiif of this thesis. The Pita S. 
ep. Stiiumtfuis rdaies that under tiht Gothk King Theodore (fifib century) the 
of SainK were unbearably taxed, snd pobits out dmt tile king had designs 
nut only on the possessimis of the mc£oi!r^i p^rs^tiai hut on tlic^ of^U the 
nobles*^ Probably th^ croihiTed not only on the Church but o» the 

oobilky ^ carried iviih it e^xempuoti (som d:be usual dircce ofScol raouon. Thb 
opposition was therefore direeWd mainly against new i^iraordmary oxesi wdikh 
were oontraiy lo ^tabltsbed ciisionu* An idea of the extent of money economy 
b idso gdned from the Sici that other general txintnbutjous were nuuk in montyp 
as, for e^^ample, Church chhes in the sixth centmy, * and alms for ihc poor (iKirriff“ 
cuhriiy^ 

&rac cooitmon of ideas about die system of tastbn has been caused in 
the past by the &£t that eartkr schoLus did not suflidenily disnagubh betiwn 
duties on ankles of oonsumpdon (dIrwX clueRy paid m kind, and die public 

fytaiuj fuilKus\ paid in money.^^ We can now see thac in die dxth century 
iliese paymeals In kind {mhi^y were sometinies commuted for mmey pa 3 fiticiiis, 
as in Cictmoiii-Fciraiiji^ ObvLousty, payment in enoney waft not only more 
posdhie, but uiore convenient iuid de^rable. In Lower Itily (Lucania and 
Bruttium) in ^ swine tribute which liad to be senr to Rome was chariged 
10 a money payuiauc-i^ 

[t b erne tbai the old ibeofy of die ahsenoe of a money economy among 
the Genmijis was coueem^ less wich conditions in Gaul and the provinces than 
with those on ihe right bank of the Rhine, where Jay die reaJ Gernian aerdcjneiiis^ 
The cmdD mpport of this theory was however ba^ on ibe fact that in cemun 
of the folk laws a rahtc of vatu^ h adopted, flccording to which wfrgeiJ could 
be paid in Jirachi of cmrle.^* To-day, h owever, it ts ne<essaiy to proceed mtire 
cmuiously in ouj ib* of tli£$e$ourees, for these v^uations in the Ripuarian Law ^ 
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mt ncnr kmiwn m be a Larcr mCErptjbtiOTi, mJ tht Dtl« two bws belong it 
cirliest to the tune of Qtttlcs iJic Grcit (r. Bop) md prove nothing for the etriier 
paripd. On the eantriiry ihtse scales of value hid ob\iouily become runssaty 
IT 1 [iiue wfsfit the oLdepiriii^ of the Sihc Law no longer tseld good, and confusion 
migfii arise owing to rhe imiodimiiiD of the new Kcavict sOm lAwriu. Souioei 
for ilm Oirolittgiaa period show tint Dumcnots cases of peijttry lud occurred 
owing to ills doubUr reekonbg^^ At that time ^Iso addirions wm made to the 
Salic Law whidt ahned at deftnitig die foies according to thetf value in 
^oLinL^ Momover, we ate deGmtdy told that oemin payments kt kind (sword 
and folcan) are no longer to be taken, In otder to ^oid simlbi cases of peqnry 
wHch ini^t arise owing to the changed prices,.* Tlwe firing of these scales of 
value (IPemupee) now appeals in a different light* h was rtecessaiy because 
to the Ripuarian Law it was staled to be optional wlietlief payments warn made 
in money or in kifid.^ h was tberefote neeessaiy to know wlat paymonts in 
kind were equivalent to a in mooey, or how these were to be ^'sluetL 

Sucii a need wmt Imve been paiticuJariy felt In Saxony where xwq different 
were in dreubrion.* It is Important ra note that both the passages in quesiion, 
in the I^x Rlinaria and tile Capitulan Sax^num, an: followed by a legubtion 
which bys down that payments could at any time be made in money,* The 
tiece$sary condinnn for proceeding acconJit^ m this rcgulaiion must have beai 
a £huiiiciefi[ supply and cortesponding dicubrion of money* ^^The asaumprion 
that payments woe tegubrly made tn kind emnot, itbcrcfor^ be upludd. 

Other phenomena in early Krtinkisb bw support this view* Tlie pyroent 
of ihe liead-tsK by semi-free auEti was also made in money* This h aliowti by the 
fotrci cf maMEmisaion Tlve jetafiuif which acoarding to this 

custom was ferked away from the head of dw person to be froed^ was die symbol 
of Hafallity to pay d\^ not the price of fieedorm^ A ifoluntary acceptance 
of Serfdom was symbolized by pbcbig a deiariuj on the Iiead of the person 
cancemedf Tile deo^ In the Salic Ljjw ccmcenilng the fiapus l™ls to the 
same conclusion,” A man who married a widow had to pay 3 and 

I tknanm in colas of full w^eighi, which musi he t^cd by iIim men« Tlik 
Rapu^ had also to be pid if a Lumbaid cnamed a Salic widow,* Finally^ there 
was also betrothal according to Satie law' /wr et desafiu/rt}^ Thus early 

FiwidfiJsh dvit law is iiwerwoven with a ^mbolum which presupposes the regular 
uBsc af money in ordinarj" craimctioos, and would be quire tncoinprehensifale 
if 4 CHiniral economy akme prevailed at that dme. 

In the ridwr materiiil yielded by CaroUii^an sources the optirmal payments 
b dte folk laws wd early Fnmkish roTmulario are more ct^iy explained^ 

* Cf tfiB tiribrnaiiMi to du 4 kt«* of ds: OKsini d* fthcaim (lij), ^ 4* I CpoaL ii, jt?, 

91,4 lay ii, 5» * St*^ ibovc, jrff- 

* See ihi; Cspuiiftiff of Sift-J?, c. i i MCu CapiL Jr ril:^ Brnnacr^ W., -1, 31a, ssm ^ 

* a. TtL bevii. t ; MC. LI-, r, is^ 

* Sc= TOT j/h" %%%. 

* Hik^ Ji Op^ crL, 131; Capita c* ft I findt Tht% ikme UHd to 

Er miiwlcnfKMi, m It wm iaiteiprctcd. m nev mhfct wi^ ^ old otmr 

Sec Eby Sr KmSnger^m^ and nili., 

> Ffer /rfjy ^ JuitA Se^^^trtirf. In //uresr. Amftiits:^f. IS|d. 

4 TH. 3 div, Alui BrcDBs, 4 L i 9 #f 4 Mr ^ 

* Ct Oruniatfp /?</,. l« no^ 4^ * * 

'* tryymr ill nf Ckrvb^ bcuoiM m nrytltrlii MG. XS. 

p, ICO, ind Fafm- Jhdt £>er»%r ^ F 

See the gueusELuiu beknirf jtc- 



EUROPEAN CrV^lLKATlON 


jBo 


In grants of Uini to the Cbutixh, fJte holder of tbt ^weamr is frequently aJlcrwed 
10 py the ifgrm! mbutc (to be givem in kind or in moiiey) in money if the harvefi 
15 This is die sariK phenomenDn dur vk'c fiitUer In rhe much discussed 
pura in kind mentioned in die Lex Rihsirk *ind Ac CiXphuhr€ Simomfm^ ftwn 
which I ciTudude diiit tiieiB must hji\^ been plenty of mancy jvaibbk-’ 

We on mjw tJituw a nen- and tiuportanc l^t on ibe folk txws of the inb« 
of Inner Germnnyi espedally on Aose of tht Alcmanru and Rajuvaxi, Accondir^ 
tn the Alenmmic Law the dhr legiiima to be paid mu lA mfa our in srge/tto 
in mandpia osr qnale ad dsndam (Tit. }f ); tIA also holA good fesr the 
bridal gifn‘ If an eipmt emmarmt wer^ tnjutedj Etfttr di£ ya!^ had bom 
flxed^ half the compensation wk to be paid in outp vakntc pe^imiainj and the 
otlicr half in my other niOTiey whkh obukuiblc-^ As lien?* so aho iri 'nt, xr,.* 
it is taken for granted Aar Ae goods and chiinek of freemen regularly consisted 
of gold and sih-cr M wdH as dT moAdpia and cattle. Tlie Bavarian Law ftstt 
a ceT 1X idiJi rnmf aJfrnnaeoj * for aiding and abeAng unfree setvanis of 
Ae Qiurch to run away^ and 40 $oL fo^ burmog Church property^ 

Tbe meatiiiig uf Ais is seen Bom anoAer passage where joo foL €SJ^ffimtos 
is foied for Ae murdei' of a priesL* flere le is added t jf anra/n non ^aoei^ i&mtt 
aHa pecumaf mandpia terra vd foicftdd Aohet^ taipie t&an inpitai* If a bishop is 
raurderedt a garment (jm™) of hia mc is m be made in lead and hs wrigbi 
is m be paid in gold, or foAng goEd in oiher goods** Finally, for the muidcr 
of ^tnmgera (or pM^ims, pertgdni)^ a compensation of too re/, aarv aJprenai&s 
was fixeA^* From ri WM upwards was IiKskcdonas a lajgp sum of tnoney-^ 
These decrees are supplmien^ by tiiose dealing wiA theft. Here provision 
b made for Adb of gold^ silver, cattle, or odier goods,^’ Am even when there 
b V'cry liiilc property (under 10 it b taken Ibr granted dial part of this 

will always be tn gold and ^Iver, Ako in the asit of a deposimmi Ac decree 
provides for gold and silver otitameuLs or other cosily oxticli^ whkh have been 
gt^nen into Ae charge of someone. If the goods perish Aroug^ Fire, die depoti- 
tarms is i^pdrisAlet ^ r^ic for Ae gold and silver, as Aese caiinot bum,^ 
Wc must, T diink, take all these passages together, if wc are to form a correa 
jutigftfacnt, E^iuer scholars tiav^ merely pick^ 0111 a few easamples and hw 
conduded that it was not easy to get gold- In actual fact, however, pymeni 
in gold and silver b eunsider^ as die be$t and most usual form of AsAarging 
obligations, Tliere can tberefoit! liave been no bek of these metals, nor any 
di&aity in procuring Aem-^* Trade^ purchase and sole, and money lending 
wem already so esEttsively developed,^^ that it is unpossible to conceive of the 
nonviolence of a money ecoaomy% The peculiar nature of Ae source has 
led to misunckf^andifig^ The frequency of sale and purdiase and of money- 
lending cannot be esAmitecI with even approximate correctness, because the 
prooft whkh certainly existed ar one dme, the l/rkandmf were noi preserved 
hut destroyed, w aceouitt of Adr ephemeral nature, T^r large number is 
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bes* illuE^pr:ited by ihfi greur ^jijantuy forraulftries wliidi have coim down 
to tis from this pre-Oirolir^ian period^ both for trjjaactioiTS of «a!fi and 
purchase*^ Tliai lio many modek and fmuimis for duse ww tn ii», pomta to 
a need which ^ould be quite imipimptehenstblc in a society in whiclt a naiitral 
Ewmirny i™ eniiiely m mamly the rule, and a rtiiiney eotuiomy campkidy 
aoTj-e:dsEent, in many of tlicrn the ptitrf^ price is directly fixed in ecdiis or 
predous metaL 

On die otlier hiuid, die Chuicb, from wIkkc ardih'« diese sctuncca maiflly 
corner must have frxmd it necessary 0^ consequence of the ocimmerdzLl regulmon^ 
and cspedalty the wetl'inow prdiibidaa agalmi ali cfiirrin u of property},’ 
to acquire by payment tn kind tliose goods which tmuitly botiglit with 
lUDiicy; lienee the number of baner trausmnicjiiB and prtasriof agreemfiiUS.* 
According to the Alcmimnic Xjtw' priests and oihcr Church dignitanes could 
sell or purchase and man£ipia bdofi^ng to die Churrii ofJy wiib psiy- 

Oieats in km d * In case, therefore, barter does not prove Uck of money, 
nor difficulty in obtaining or drculaiiog iL The aun was rather to avoid any 
diminution of Qjurich property, and the dangers ■which raiglit icsuk in matters 
of sale and purdiasc from impeachmeiu of ih« by relatives of the other parry, 
We can test the correctness of this poini of vkw by some pmcdcat examples, 
i have shown * how extensive the stave-trade must have been; but in the edsiing 
sources we find liardly a cnice of iu TIms same is true of the purtliase of ornaments 
aud clothes,* ind other goods m daily especially fiwL^ 

Xbe eiplarciiitjn of these alternative tornx^ of payment must ds^nefore he 
sou^t elsewhere. Appartmily they were tuiended to create free economic 
mobibty* And here our newly-gained infoimaiion gives us more definite cLue^ 
On the one hand, if a $ocial tiuSereJiiiaiJon had 4 lrcady split up the raaM of freem^ 
into Wien of very different degrees of wealth, then here in faing fines the 
preductivity of the poorer men would have lo be takeu inm coimwiEfarioii, 
as in tite case of public servatits both miiiiaiy' * add JegaL* Ou the tuber liand, 
b. lias been proved thai at dial time free prioefixmg was possible, and diat the 
varying ctmdiiioTis of the market had a ddmite Luduence on the prices fixed.^ 
Naiumi produce could therefore be sold ar differenf prict^ accordtug to the bw^ 
of supply and deraami If pajinents of fines and taxes ocmld be made in cither 
furm, the debtor ctHild profit by tlie rise or Ml of the market. The small freenum, 
tbei^ure^ was not foreed by sudden Reotsaity to sell his goods, or even hb plot 
of land, in unhivourable drcinnsiauocs, in order to acquire large sums In ready 
money, or to biarroiw, thereby exposing himsdf to cutplqilafiott by usurers, 
Tlius these alternattves are evidence of soda! and polidcaJ solkitudc for the 
sndll luin j put pitvicms tltsciiptioii of tluc Ic^^aluiDtt of kin^ dukes in 
ihc Gennaii states “ nuikis such saUdnide no longer inan {itematute, for ii 
appear veiy plai^ in the folk-laws. Tliis view is also supported by tlw faa 
diat (he lack of predous nesils provided for by titise r^jJatitms can liaidly 
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have occunted wiong the wcalllly or the nobleT after n'haf we hnv-e teimt of 
the quimiii)' of oraamenc$ xnd costly amdes possc$^^ E\'cn by iht laity it 
i™ only omting the pooter freemen dmi scardty cfixisibd. It is tio longer 
possible to bdkve rim there was imy ditBatby in procunug money at thst time* 
If there had been, the great number of Mecovingjan ttimts in the West would be 
iTnp]ix:abie- In die East, howevEr, gold flowed from By£afujiJii]i not only to 
Scandinavia/ but abo to Ceimimy, indmdlng Bavarta (die Danube icrade)-* 
Olie more caise in pomi may be dt^ In yj?—3 the carpayers in Iscria 

were ailowcfl^ when there were gCH>l hlcrvestSs^ to py ihcir ptibtie dues in kind 
(w-ine, oil, com). Obviously, this surplus ciused a loti of demand, with the 
result that llte natural pn>duet3 could not be chan^rl, as at othet times, mto 
gold.* This e^mmpfe is the compauiun picuire to die aostmt whtdi ! have 
giArn above. We have also most rnsmicttvc cases to the hiteentb and shneenib 
centuritis which deserve to be noted in dm conriecrion. Tlic gieai kmllLffds 
of the time allowed the peasants of the Tyrol, as a spedal 6vuuj^ to py dues 
in mofwy Imtcad of kincL* Money Iiad depredated^ and the ptke of natural 
products had fiaen comidenibly. 

And now a w^ord m concliisiof] on the position as regards the German 
language^ T!ic fact that the Goih UtEtas, In hm translatioti of die Bible, rendered 
p€Cii/tia as /aiAu lias been taken ^ on imtntsmkable proof of the eodstente 
of a naniral eoonomyJ Actunlly, no sttdi condiision ta -waTranted; for 
in old Higli Cennan like p^UfUa^ has the double meaning ef property 
and monevA Uliibs was therefore right in using the term faihiLf siooe this did 
not by any means chmore merely cattle ( ^ money). Xhs word (Treasure), 
whidi in die FrMan language means mtde, b simibriy complioted. Here also 
we have the double mcankg of cattle and moncy^ Kluge has oLready pointed 
out that die original mcanrng of cattle cannot be proved, fior die andent German 
^ money, ocun.* E. 5dir5def rec^dy showed dut thk word usually 
implied ooined money, espcmily tn Ullibs* translaiiDti of the BLble*^* He has 
also proved that the form of ihe wntd scAiiSng \s due to ihe use of tile earliest 
imported gold coins as pendant omanufits, small sJticlrb worn on ihe breaffL.^ 
SiAU/ii^ origiiiiifjy meant a coin used os an ornament, and bter gave its name 
tcia coin, the (gold) loStiu^ Finally^pjinnig appears at dieend nf the Mezcvlr^^ 
peritx] as tJic Germaji tetm for tho Jumfius and iben T^*g the place of tj 
Tints all earlier wotds for money reftir to eoinifj money ^ and ihow iliar th^ 
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Gomans were wiivet^ant with its &iim tbe oiritet tiiacs- The fimri a nrtfcnwtt 
mranin^ q( the word C 4 U itsclfi howwer, goes to the bsitcr economy* 
It i$ the F'ergtltttftffi, tbe paying back, wJiicb is ixnpti^ Tbm die mifts 

of tecou plulolcigTcal nseKidt complete the su^ii:>ciits tr»fe abov^ and j^ove 
diar corroctnessy as ^gsiusc At earlier thec^ of an mnniprcsem ftaiu^ 
«3cmaoiy^. 
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RETROSPECT AND CONCLUSION 

T he gexicra] piciung drswnin this book of ibe sucbl mi economic dcvdo[mier.t 
of thif pi^CiTx^Lingian period^ from rhts age of the folk migmioiii 
diffi£i5 cQAsidmhIy from iliai which has usually been giv«u The cofi\4auiron4il 
pictiue was one ofltackward and very primitive cemditiooa. But this ts minplcttfly 
BLt vmmoc w'idi the condltiotis which west knowii (even Ijcfone die great adilevc^ 
ments of modcra tpigraphtcal and papyT(>k}gi{a] reseatdi) to liave pre^^aiSed 
in Late Ruman dmes, and in equally strong contrast with whit the CeimatK 
actually scltieved btet. In Am course of their setdemcot in the Ronmn province 
if the people had been so backward at this time^ how could the peiit task 
of land division have beeti carried out bv Chtmgodis and Visigoths, LaTnhiinbi 
and Burgundians^ as it b describetl ? Die Germans would have been utterly 
incapable of maintaining in the same sme of cuMviition the wide acrei^ wJlkh 
bad already been metbodically and btcnstvely rilled by Am Rofuans ; and had 
ilvcy depended on the latter to do the work tbeif pc^trion would soon have 
dEfCErjoniied, to ^ degree whkh would have bix>u^i£ diem into eeonomh: subjcKakin 
to thdr Unman 

Simdatly, there was no necessity tn win new territafy for culdvarion by a 
slow and Ubcirious pmx 5 $ cf reditnution, tior to seek ground in die forests for 
a putely primitive luisbandry. Qiritc apart from the wide latumi of imforested 
the ladsiencc uf which ts efitnhlishM by medetn gcogtapliiol re^mh^ and 
on which widence of prehistoric sctdenKisxs of husbandmen lia3 been discovered, 
the division of land with ihe Romans must liave provided a ridi supply of 
amble. Even whene no legMlar division took place, die Cermans land 

W’hith had tong been under cultivation. And yet wiodjcr consJdfiratioii: in 
those pbces iik which the Germans took tw^o-ch^s of the Roman amhk, tliey 
took only half of the (omt clearings and newly reebimed land^ Does not this 
tell cleariy both against ibe theor)' of die pfedozninanen of forest economy and 
against die idea [hat the coltivai^ sites dianged from place to pUce^ or e^en 
(truly a bold conoeptipn 1) mo^xd abom the forests ? MorecA'Cc, any bucIi 
view would be in direct cnrr^ct with the tnottv« usuiOy assigrted to the so-called 
folk migradons. W£is nul one of didr chief causes supposed lo he ilie land 
hunger of die Gttrmm ? And how emdd knd and rp-ie$Es have been csplaited 
In this “ extend e ” frishiom if land wcie so scarce that rhe Ranun authoriTies 
liad had lo give the barWiJtm derinite iueras for seitlemeni? In any otsc the 
adepdon of such procedure would Im-c been impossible^ in view of the 
devastating results wlikfa would have accompankd if from riic point of view 
of agitcidutral technique. It is only necessary to recaU the esse of Bavaria, 
wiiere dLstrices which tcKiay are mooriatui und for cuops^ must have 

been under cultivarion in the Celtic and Runum period, as die surviving ffocA^ifr 
md Roman remains piWp'e^ The change may be uticed to an imdorttfl mediod 
of leclamarioTL, w^hidi brotigbi obogt a diminislied rmnfill and cousequeody 
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dit dftiwsiTion of the soil and the dbappeitr^nce -of the ferriiLEinp layer of \Tegea- 
don, as a result of whkh arable culii™™ as no tongff passibte in dim: 
distnn* 

Similar reasons may be ujrgec! agam&t tlie Xbrk^tssodiiiion iheoiy* It h 

most unlLkdy that ihc Germari occupaEian via ac^Tmpanied by a rmii^julization 
of UniJ boldii]^ ’Hfliich had or^nuUy been divided biio privare propoties unckr 
the Romans, b would have been an enormous imdcrQJdng to bring tog^ediet 
all jbese beddings into anytiiti^ Kkc a uniforni wholes ArctiMlogicd tesemdt 
tas shown ibar the beat known ” Maits were on the sitts of early pre-Rontan 
setdtmenn. 

The extensiem of culrivatioii !tad gone tmich fanlier than uwl to be supposecL 
Same recent scholarii go ^ far as to conadcr dim it was pra<rftcally complete 
before Qit^llngifln dmes in North-West Gfirtnany and in Bavaria^ not to ineatioa 
tl^ dkiricta of Rommi scitleoienLf and ihm all that took plra Imer was an Incaii^ve 
intcfna! colooizadon, in w Wdi a substantial begmiung had abready been rrmde. 

Ii ii* nff to be thotlghL thai the rr^in chaiacteristic of thift early period was 
the Ibci dim it a closed econoniy ", in wliidh men lived and worked in 
almost complete iftolation, in sepmale seLT-sufEdug uiufs. On the oontraryj 
hoxmrcTy k has become clear that abeady in Rcnnmj mnes the scaiBffKl plots 
of bnd bdon^fig to □ numbm of Imidowtiers were imenpereed, even in small 
areas, and b singk villages. 

The bi^y de^’eloped nera«-ork of roa<fa and ways of ccwitniuirication, 
tremed by the Romans in die centuriei of the Christimi era as hir as, and 
m place:^ even k^ond, the for itdlitary^^ comtnerdil, politico) reMKis, 
w^as not destroyed ; it vras dicre to offer on all aides safe tneat^ of communkation 
in early Gnrom tunes. We lave seen thm in the lamr period new undcrtatingis, 
sneh as ihe grear ooloomtion tnovefimt, were not only conucficted widi the 
Roman iettkoienis and proceeded from tltem, but actually advanced along the 
oid Rontan roads. The great migratory period btouglu the peoples doser to 
one another and did awsy with isolation. Recent resesreh iitto the Iiistoiy of 
art lias iiii|Etesdvcly dcv^elopcd diis thesis by nuems of remains of inditatrial 
oijiti tTan^ and the spread of lam Roman technique. 

The i^Qcat expansion of Fraiikish rule, w-hich was extended by King 
Tlicudcben m the first half of die sbtdi century to Pannoma 2nd to the Adriano, 
and in tile North 3B for as the Saatons and Thum^ians^ firsr potbeed a w-ay out 
of the narrow Ibmts 0/ earfy tribal life, and nmsE have banished the sedurion of 
fotmer times. To tliis we must add the of Chriarianjty and espedally 

of Catholicism- As its name implies, ii rrnds to osr a wide net atid adms at 
distatn results In this period of early Germnn citlture, it wis not only in tdigi^ 
life that its peculiarly intemaisatKil tendertdes were it work; i t Jiad also a leietUng 
and 3ochilbtii: dfea on maicfiiJ c^aMEnoe and on the bw. It bridged over dw 
epeda] feitures of tile various politicaE In^tiiutiuns, and ereawd over dwir beads 
a sdFcontained series of interests and dTorts whidi were everywhere the some. 

Snt what aboui die smafl individual farms ? Were they not belated ? 
Scholars wi^ led asiray in this matter by the old inreirpretation of the Nuft^ 
and scUl more perhapf by ilic descriptiam the social bases of Gcrmm poiiacal 
life in that early age,. If tht Geimoii bnd occupation w<are fmagmed as taking 
place by means of scttlemenss of free men with equal rights on a fimuly baab, 
and if die single ffuji w'eie the measure of prwnre ownership, which fell equally 

ec 
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to ihfi loi of evctyofic, then it was to readv swdi a ttificJusiou, in this light 
ofTadtus' cfescrrpttcick of tbe jtcedom ni the Ccnruaf and of ihdr dmrK:temxic 
tcndac>' tp isomcd scttkniKUS, Have not ccrain ^chokts tncd to make mil 
that the fomat ami noculLivated kuui was actually tlic original form 

of Getmui senlemeot But titc Nufi ^-as oetiaiiily uuitffidetiE to maintaiu 
a fresnan ami his family. The truths ^ filipwn by the records^ La that free fkrmeri 
possessed noi one Hufc but severaL We must uoi confuse the unit of measurement 
with the individual holdings nor imagine that the lacier was alwaj'S the same- 
No seitou^ sdiolar lo-day would support the old theory; h was butn of eighreenih 
and mneteenTh-cenmry hdtas concerning ibe freedom and equality of the Cermous 
at the time qf the occupatioii. It i$ □Ermin not only that ther^ wtire evety* 
where consideTaiile IneifLuilities of otvnetsbip, but diai great estates e^tkl 
from the bcgmmjig- But the Germans^ under the Lnihfencr of their dmraeterisde 
law and sodnl iRstiruttCims (die cc^rmVaiur}^ introduced impotont changes whkh 
sowed the seed of a vjgfjtous new grow^ And although wt must assume a 
ooRsidcrabIc measure of adopdtm of Roman insdnitions^ the exrraordmarily 
important pan played hy the Geimam in the culof^l dev'ekrpmem of the wbolr 
succeeding period consists b this, that after the conquest of die Eotnan Empire 
and die foundation of tludr ww sotes on its soU^ they war m a poadon to take 
over tile Homan tuiture without further ado, lo keep it alive and indeed to inftise 
new life into it * and tha^ as we learn from the fifth century Roinaa WEUcr of 
Marseilles^ diey^ bisdtuted better coudidojis of life, which actually mfruenced 
and ntrocted those in possession of the older Roman cuEnire in fitvour of the 
bathaiians* 

The Gentians did not behave as enezues of cultuie^ destroying or abolishing 
Roman dvitizadcin ; cm die centnoy diey preseiYed and deWoped it. Even 
if they weie at first and dtuTBy in their use of the Roman uiedtods^ there 
VOS no interruption or bteadi of ctilrufat doveloptnenif which mighr b^x com¬ 
pelled them^ owb® to dierr primitive incompetence^ to build up a completely 
new edifice. Tlie conquest of the Rcemizu Eiufure took on di lTeieu E lines 
ffotn the ccmqiiMt of other stalls in potitkat history'. The Germans did not 
overrun and destroy it in a savage ouilaughq and then painfuUy build their 
primiiive culture m irs mitis. Tile Roman worid was won by the Germans 
gradually from within, by a peaceful petictratbn which on for csnuiries, 
durirt(T which they ab^rbed m culiuie and even, to a considerahk oinaii^ look 
over its administration Tliua the abolidun of k$ pobdcal sway wm only the 
bst consequence of a long proce^ of change^ the readjustment (a 5 to speak) 
of a firm, whose old irsuiie iias for lung ceased to describe the aciua! of 
die business. The Goduc King Atkaulf could boast with tmih thai lie Imd 
nor destroyed Ronpi civilisaricMfv but had c^tnred and Tn^gnified die fEUne of 
Rome by means of Gemun stiength. Ii is for this i%ason dtat the ibolfdion 
of the wicszcm Roman Empire in 476 wsi noi fdt by coniemporaries to be iho 
fall of Home, and indeed was luoidly considef ed to be a really impormnr event* 
*'Tlie Homan Empire in thi; West fdl oskep wiihcmi any convulscon/* 

Tlie atdtiide of tbe Getmajis 10 Homan inganizaiioiis, as conquerors afier 
die £ill of Roman rule, was ooiiservaiive in their own intete^ts, and they coiittnued 
to develop thdr tkh inhericince- Bur it was mji os if tbo iidierintnoe hod stayed 
uncha^ed, ID serve a$ a pitiim for die new sinuiture; ill* Rocnafi world 
was dissoiving,, ai>d 3 process of dismtegiration, both econtimk and social, was 
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cikmg placb TJtc imv' nilm fim uf dJ dctcrmiu^ die puUtkal 
£\Tn dimng dte the gld mbal cus^jios Iiad diang^ coctiMcc^y 

»ftd lud been foTmi inia 3 imity^ whiidi exy^tuUi^ In the tribal coRsdnidon 
afeer die final seidemetits- Side by ade wii dijs^ enjODoa^ed by the 
against the Rnmiuis^ went the concentmiion of polkical perwer in the tribal 
kingship^ The in&riturion of monarchy emergod out of ilie nufitnry irtsportanoe 
of (he old Gertnon army leadership nnd dul^om^ wd a motmrdiica! form of 
eorberitudon was introduced after the final seitlemenrs. As a consequence tfaeie 
came about ^ change in die naditional democraric Insdcuifons. The authoriry 
wtiJch hud formerly been vested in the people^ in die assembly of comcnon froemim. 
passed 10 the moiundi; and the new system was decisively tnfiucnced by him. 
The control of the rural orgmlmtiCiiis tfivriufift), taken from Celts 

and Romans^ was sobfect td royal audfori^ and enmifted to royal officials 
(oountsh A similar diimge ocenned in die towns^ Military authority at 
tvest ^dli in the frircgmund. G\dl adntinisiiiirion was tbett joined m and the 
old Roman jititnnomyi express^ in the munkipa] oomtiturion, was 

replaced by a seigncurial orgam2a£iotu Tlie lieavy &]>dal and economic oppresr- 
wm of hie Roman imes, due to the peodLu- het that fiscal interests of the 
state ootnckled with those of ihc great private landbids, who fiumed the taxeSp 
was done away -with, and a politii^ solicitude for the wclfrire of die nioss of the 
free population wtas suhstimted. It was riegiibEed by consickiadtm of ibeir 
puhUc services (onuy arid lusdoe) and aimed at protecting the poorer meiL For 
die unequal di^tiibunoa of land m these new Gemiart scales liad xlready caused 
an economic difTerefitlatioii^ wldch brought with it ^ diange in socid scants* 
Side by side with dui andent Genruin nobiiity, the service of the king came ako 
to mean mnoblement, while the acjqtiisition of large cstaies divided the of 
freemen into dilTetent clas?^ 

Tlie upward mav^metit of the lower classes Csemi-froe and unfree) was 
Strongly ericouraged by the Qiurcli, which, because of rte phibnthmpic: chities 
fcare for the poor, fnanumissiem of slaves^ ttcJ) attracted these strata of Society 
to itscifr Its admiiustrarion, which tmd dtrveloped in a monaj^hkal direction 
through the powex^ giv^ CO thfi rpiscapatev Jtiet with the ^me taidcncy in the 
king^ip, cspecuUy among the Franks. Widi the mnv^on of Clovis to 
Cdtiiolicism, a step prompted by internal pollticSf it placed it^lf under the proiec- 
non q( the monarchjv m own intiinssta, ccwiperated iti dev'doplng die 
mtiallzsriDn of titc royal power. Thk oo-ops^ition led not only to a fkb 
^cofiPtnit erulowment of tlic Increasing tnjmbcr of ecdesiastjcal Instimoona^ 
E^idi bishoprics ^d moiiasLerie^ but also to the development of the political 
power of the qjiscopaie^ wltcn the royal pOfwer dedined^ owing TO the pimdon 
of the Frankish kingdom and the long dvD w^ars. The mtdar and rdigious 
aristocracy, enridaed by royal service and fmin royal property, w^ as the Edict 
of Godji li shows, more arid more influeniiQi in feudjdizmg public imihfrriry, 
a ptooess wliich w'«nt on side by ride with the development of ibc great landbr^ 
(/oJEWtfj)- The devdoptnent of the system of pm-ate ditirdies 
wdiich, like the g^cai istates, derived from the Roman inheiitiinoc, is the ecoiinnde 
side of this development, and typifies the great offimrive campaign begun by 
the lav iiristoosicy in the sev'cnth oeomry the ridi property of the Church. 

Tire subordinaiiim of the Fntnkirii spre Qiutth 10 the audioriiy of the crenra, 
wtuch nuule ii a nationa! irimtich ut opposition to the Ennum Papacy, is not to be 
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undmtQCMJ as an aooepEmof of Ary^ waidcncitt^ for ilic Egtfdirthmr^h cIlks 
ntit Si»ni Lo Ime dihfr dmainLimiDtml or mfiot)]|i. influeru^ 

were doubtless mcotinged by rite CliiiEdj; but h hmi tn^ tiiai by im adliiMncfi 
to Kottum bw it reintr^ULw Rotnjji culture tn the Gercoans nwl {jutilliarized 
chem itiA it. The firct that tlie hlcrovin^iaii nadonzil diurdi was " fiee of 
Rome”, 4Jid ihac jJit hy aristocnicy Game more and more m contiol and to 
disinttgratc ii, would ocminly Im-e tended nitlicr to dieck atidt Romanizaiipi] 
in the wvertth and the beginning of ihe cightb centuries. The influence of 
the Roman Pope dsd mu become imponanc until after ih* gteat Tefomi of tJie 
churthf which mok plaoe under the first CaroUnE^bns* Hm the cooperation 
of dte new' ajlnual bictors is very pLiia, for though Germim civil bw mi^x be 
lastingly influenced by the Church in 5 nch rnstilutions ibe righr of free division 
of property^ ficcedom of testamentitry disposalf and ftieedom of marriage* it 5 
Cennan iRsrituttnnfip sudi ^ puUrrmag^ and msnSuTrij suhed it wdL Roman 
bw did not always have die upper IiiuuL 

Tlte subonlinatum of the Churcli to tlw pmtecrion of the Frankkb king 
and its rich ddowmenis tn land made tt poissible for tile royal nikr m use 
tied prop^' for state purposes. As die by lotda hm\ doing on a atuill 
scale by vimie of thdr paj^fadiusimj so now die King cUhned Cbiuclt property 
on a large scale and hoitowad it on tii$ followers and | and tlierehy oot 

only were the latter rendered capable of foph tspedally miU[aty, servke, but 
aho dus vase SDomiulation of Ciiureh lands becamie a gam eennorjuGiIly ti^ful 
to the laiTv^ The rise of the benefidal sysuun, begrinning in the sbih 
century, was not decisively mfluenced; by the Romun mtxkl^ or by tlie eedesias^ 
ridl As in other dueetjons, formadons of a sindku type already 

oisted rti bte Roman dmes^ and pondlel dc^dopmencs may abo be ob§m^ 
in tile East Roman Empii^ Yer the beneficiat system of the early hfiddle Ages 
emerged as an originil atid peculiar funnaijon through the combinatioti of (he 
two new ctilttiml betoct, German dvilcEation and the Chufcb- It t*™ aided 
by die tniemal political devdopmcaii of the Frankish kh^onj from the middle 
of the Jiisttb ccniurj^ and was cunneoed wiifa the lOdal and econermic changes 
of the lim^ in the shape of the gresi estates. Charieia Martel efid not create 
the Ldnrftkl system, nor was diere any ftfonn of ntilixary osganbatinti ai that 
period- The ctmnection benvecn imialSmm and was dim fttim the 

beginningj and had its ccrunicrpart in die Certtian i^ijt of taaititainjfiga^^^mxmfttr- 
Ovcr and abm-e its tmlitaiy purpose, the economic afois of the itru^dam now 
for the first time became impoitant- 

The civJizatiOit of this pr^Garolingian period was not fxciush'ciy agrarian 
and D^-urban. The Roman towns did ooi perish in the storns!^ of the migminns, 
nor did the new' German owners entirely avoid settling in tWi, In lialy, Spain, 
and Gau] they renutned the adminatnim^e centres of the surrounding territoryj 
and were of great economic unpurmnee as tnarkets for trade and for the develop 
mem of a firee industry. Wimiy did not complexly oolkpse or pas entirely 
inco the liaiids of the omnipotenr lank of the greiii estates, but only received 
tinder the Gennans. Here os in ihe counny, in die pince of 
the old autoitOteous adtumbltadofi by die conummity, tbexe was some incasiijnE 
^ cooiroL by i1k town itself, cmkidied in die diy oounr (S^igraf) appointed 
by the kh^ Side by side with him die bbhop rose to gnsat power; after ihe 
colbpse of Roman rule the episcopate liad increatingly become the mainstay 
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fif the fMwrftKia] Chmttan and m ciMM«[unice of tin? which 

ii had acquired b}' giit^ it was a gn$ai cconcmdc foite. Nor was it only a 
pow-er among the ptokiamn by rmsoni of im care af tlte poor. On 

dw fomiditioti of liie mi\i{egcd po^dim whidi it had chcaijifid in the Eomaji 
period, a position w^hidb the new Ccnnaii cqmqucpdTs acknowtedged by means 
of foy^ pri^dleges {r mrnuni rigE^ frwctDrD from tsxation^ and pidicary' service)^ 
its power inocssandy grew undl h came lo vie mih that of the mimc- 

Rojnan urban fife iraduced its tnfluente foam the Territory of the old Bnes* 
the Rhine, Main, and Ehmub^ wtwartfa over the Inner German lanck Even 
ibougii t!Jwm did not yet exist there, the seeds of urkm development wot 
already piescm, for ihe quari-uiban oentres of the oJd folk- and Gat4<Oiiitniiniries 
(yfci) were the cenn^ of odnumsDratiem and of economic intercourse, writb didt 
markets^ customs-house^ and miiits^ and also, oftwi, of teligious wcmtliip^ 
wiih tlwnr Gau^temples- Like the folk-^irongholib (Fhiktifurgefi) and strongholds 
of irfiigp and Uke she tow-ns tiieroseU^ dwy were aLso places 

of shelter for tlic countiy folk in times of in%'aiion, and wtn? walled dur^ 
the mignuions. ^ iili ihrfr dcveloptumt tnia towing die old trtad mfhomim 
became ] the dnn^uiieristkx expression nf this fact is seen in ihe mnsfentnofr 
of the crihal ngmy to the lowii^ After the conversion in Christianity diesc often 
populous becime very imponani^ as^ sees of the newly fouiidcd bishaprics* 

Above alL how^e^-cf^ they fulfilled an tmpcnrtani opqnotnic function. .After 
the cnoimCfltfi eastward and norttsward expansion of Frstnkkh temtorj', which 
under King Tlwutkberi C554-i^«) reached Pannonia, the Adri^c, and Jutland, 
not only did ibc tribes of Dmcr Gertaajiy become Hnked up wdth die old bods, 
which WTtc soaked in Roman oilture, but also the new political relanoudup® 
soon cccaiKd ecanomic ncktionships^ acoompanied by a levivuJ of and 
comrnerciL Austraria comes into the foreground. The new aonpatiom of 
Frisians and Saxons tn the Non!], and of Thtiringiam and Baiuvm in die East, 
stiengihcn the Gettnan characteristics of die larg^ and grewir^ state; and a 
mixed culture comes inio being, wliidt derh'-e a special atitnulus from tbt forma- 
non of new neliitionshriB on the id^'ajKtng nonhem, eastenu and southc™ 
boundaries, and new cuituid tendeticks app^ ftom die Nonh (Anglo- 
Siixons), fnjm the exstem empin^ and from Italy* Trade was by no mciins 
unimpoTtunt and undeveloped, h was not limfi^ in luxuries and oyer&caa 
pTtxIuct^ such as spices and ^Ik^ brought by fniiagTi merclinnis to centra! Europe. 
Orientals, Syriam, and Jewx, and ibc maritime tribes, Frisians and ^ons, wot 
not tile oniy enierprbing traders; so also wot the Inner G^tnan trib^ Fmiks, 
Aitmanni, and Baiuvaii Tbtre ns tbeady a class of professional merchants, 
who acted as middlcrocn between die original producers and the great irura of 
consumHS, and iian'^ied a ridi profit dwteby. The great estai^ did not okc 
the bm, any more than ibify did in industry. They did tiot provide for 
all iW own Mfids in a ckssed domestic economy^ bm houglu even ordina^ 
neces^ies Ln the markets Sinot in the jsujtt populous places, espedahy in 
the tow'ns^ a sulEdenc nuiuber of con^umcfs was already pteseni, a frrt industrial 
svstefd was able to develop side by side witb the manorial handicraft systenip 
alid this often employ^ nge hbout. To this sj^tem wr owe the artistic 
products of the gold, silver, atul ivory bdtistrks of ibai time. 

Coimucroe and trade wert now ^Ic to develop into independimi profes-^ 
sioits, because a fiedy working price ttiedmn^ made it possible to make hig^i 
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K ts, and a faffek otmovec secured miJBdent gain isvesi fur the sntill retailer. 

Hants were ridi dtEzens^ nm onfy In IraJy^ where iliey were aemrding 

lo ihetr w^th and md^u even pefftirtn milimry tensor in Tull artnnnr^ wiEliffWwd 
and coal of but iko in tire Fnnkisk kingdotcL Tills enttunerckd Jnter- 
coiu^ was earned on not mcjnely by bmcr bur aho with nioney^ smd ibe £brmii- 
lanes fiibow m that cash was fn^iieiidy used in. buying and selling. £i^ 
befeire the fall of ihe Rcrman Empire the Genrums were famUlar with the use 
of money; lar^ sums were psdd to them by Rome and Byzantuini^ so that 
from the femnh oenrury it w'as necessary to make regulations to check the flow 
^ gold and silver to die barbarians^ In the twwly founded Cerman states, 
both for {»!itic3U and economic reasons coins w*ere at first minted after ihe pnem 
of the coinage of tiie EsstEni empire* As nade and commerce continued to 
develop even diiidag King Tbeasdeben's polky of esrpansion, n coinage of ibdr 
own WHS mimed by the German Thera was a double scandardf whidi 

led in die sevendi ocmuiy fo an issue of hEfty silver d^rmni f i a = the old gold 
shlliing = 40 l^hier dm^Tu\ with die aim of removing the abuses which hiid 
ansen ftom this 

Like trade, the practice of mtmeylendiRg was ako widespread, so ihnf ncu 
ojdy protessional mendmnts but also cleigy w'era engaged in it Even tn the 
^di and s^'cnth centuries a greai lusi for |^un had ^ized upon wide ditdes of 
Ole populadcn ; above all* Jews, many of whom aka fiumed the mtn^ 
becajne rich through usury, a fact whudi kd. to ihdr pa^eoitiDn, cgsecklly in 
Spaim The in hind of agricuJruial prodiijcc mentioned In the fblkdawn 
are no sign that a namial economy' piedoimnated | the aJirmutive pavtnents 
™ed rather at mi^uig nioTe gvoumble conditions of jK^rmeni for the poorer 
fieenieii and aUerwi]^ them to pjofir by ihe scale of die markeL 

"nuis, this of the fifth and smh cenzuties b $een to be tJie oigank 

and vital cenneertr^ link between late Roman and Carofir^jm rimes, and the 
fio*c^le*d Otfcdij^an Retmissimce'' appears in a somewhat dt&rent lighL 
Much whidi nnoe sosned to be a new and delibefaie vrearion k now seem 
^ng m our ek™ knowledge of die pmod, never to have been lost ar ail, 
^t to have persisted in fiinsc abkanr^ spat^y documented and twili^t ceniuries 
of Ei^p^ cultural devclopmetiL. uk Liter centuries did bui complere and 
extend what had already bew introduced and cstablklisd in that earikt 
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